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Rev. Maximus Mandl, OFM 
Portiuncula in the Pines 
De~•itt, Michigan 48820 

Dear Father Max: 

of:pce of the Bishop 

blOC€S€ of lanstn(j 
300 W€St ocuwa stR€€t 
Lansn)(j. mich14an 48')33 

February 28, 1980 

Our Lord more than once invited His followers to "come away into 
a desert place for a while . " Moreover, He Himself showed us the need 
of being alone at times with the Father to pray and reflect. 

Hence, every parish and every diocese needs a "desert place," a 
pl ace available for quiet, peaceful, prayerful encounter with our God . 

Portiuncula in the Pines has been that place for us in the Diocese 
of Lansing for 25 years . A Michigan-pine oasis rather than a sandy des­
ert, it has served admirably as a place of retreat for clergy and laity 
of our parishes and organizations. 

No less important to us has been the service of the Franciscan 
fri ars during these years, both in retreat work and in parish clergy 
assistance . In the name of the entire diocese, I congratulate you 
and your confreres at DeWitt on this anni versary and thank you for 
your holy work among us. Pax et bonum! 

Fraternally yours, 

~~ 
Kenneth J. Povish 
Bishop of Lansing 

~to .\CC.-l)lllfll 1:,;h hi~ \VORk" 

j<.'!ll!l ,1,3 ,1 
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CUST OD Y OF ST . J OH N CAPIST RAN 

HOLY ASSUMPTION FR,JARY 

1290 HORNBERGER AVE, 

ROEBLING, N, J . 08554 

F r . Eugene Lenner, 0. F . M., Guardian 
Saint Mary of the Angels Friary 
703 East Main Street 
DeWitt, Michigan 48820 

Dear Father Lenner: 

It is with great pride that I greet you and my fellow Franciscans on 
this day of celebration, the Twentycfifth year of the founding of the Retreat 
House of the Hungarian Franciscan Fathers so that they may spread the Ho­
ly Gospel in the spirit of St. Francis. 

Throughout the years the chief purpose and aim of the Retreat House 
has been the kindling of faith in the souls of those who sought help, and 
strenght for those whose belief has been weakened from the pressures of 
everyday influences. A retreat of both spiritual and physical up- lift, a place 
of complete concentration on God. 

My deepest thanks to the two Fathers chiefly responsible for the es­
tablishment of the Retreat House, Fathers Julian Fuzer, 0. F . M. and Maxi­
mus Mandi, 0 . F . M . It was their initiative which gave us this place of total 
peace and harmony. Thank you to all the other Fathers a nd Brothers who in 
subsequent years have spent their lives working and making i t a place of re­
fuge for those in need of God's total understanding. 

Congratulations on the tenaciousness of all who made it a possibility 
that today we are able to celebrate this occassion, and that the next twenty­
five years will bring about the same steadfast work in bringing God's word 
to those in need. 

In the Brotherhood of St . Francis, may his spirit be your guide al-
ways. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~0,0,ff}'J~t!Ao~Jl:J' 
~';.'_ Dominic L . Csorba, 0 . F . M. 

Custos 
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• • • Built Among Towering, 
Whispering Pines 

The Surratt Property 

The Franciscan Friars' friary and retreat house is 
built on the former property of Sylvester C. and Flor­
ence A . Surratt. Mr. Surratt's ancestors were closely re­
lated to Mary Surratt who was convicted and hanged 
on July 7, 1865 as an alleged conspirator in the murder 
of President Lincoln. The property was a part of the 
Treadwell family farm. The Surratts acquired 35 acres 
of this farm in the l 920s, built a rustic field-stone 
residence, and landscaped the whole property at I he cost 
of thousands of dollars and countless hours of labor. 
By 1954 the Surratts reached the age where they could 
no longer do the massive yard work themselves. Their 
children were now grown and lived in o ther cities. They 
decided to sell the property at the same time as the 
Franciscan Friars were looking for a location for their 
friary and retreat house. The fria rs purchased the prop­
erty on May IO, 1954. 

The real estate agency described the property in these 
terms : "Thirty-five acres of verdant landscape, 
bedecked by hundreds of towering, whispering pines of 
every sort indigenous to this climate . .. nower gardens 
to delight the appreciative eye ... carefully trimmed 
hedges .. . and believe it or not, there is a sporty, nine­
hole golf course." There was also a landing st rip for 
small planes. The landing strip and ;he golf course a re 
gone--but the rest of the property still stands in its in­
spiring beauty. 

In 1966 there was danger that the vacant acres just a 
few feet west of the boundary of the property would be 
developed inio housing. In order to acquire this land it 
was necessary to buy the remaining 80 acres of the 
Treadwell farm. P urchase was completed in 1967. The 
City of DeWitt bought 20 acres for cemetery use and 
the friars 60 acres. These acres were cleared and slowly 
developed by the retreat house staff. 

T hese 95 acres are awai ting the retreatant when he 
comes to DeWitt. Acres of silent serenity conducive to 
prayer and renection . Acres of natural beauty raising 
the spirit high above the world 10 God. Acres refreshing 
to body and sou l. 

The Franciscans o f DeWitt 

The Franciscan Friars who own and operate the 
Retreat House in DeWitt are members of the Custody 
o f St. J ohn Capistran with headquarters in Roebling, 
N .J. A custody is a small unit in the Franciscan Order 
which--alt hough in a different country--depends on the 
Province that established it. This Custody was estab­
lished by and canonically depends on the Hungarian 
Province of St. John Capistran. Under the present cir­
cumstances it is directly subject to the Superior General 
of the order in Rome. 

The Franciscans in Hungary 

The Order of Friars Minor (O.F.M.) was founded in 
Assisi, Italy by St. Francis in 1209. For the fi rst ten 
years of its existence the order worked almost ex­
clusively in ltalv. In 1219 St. Francis sent some of his 
Friars to various coumries of Europe--among them to 
Hu ngary. This first attempt to establish a Franciscan 
presence in Hungary was an utter failure. In 1228 some 
Friars were sent to that country from the Province of 
Germany. This time the mission was successful. The 
Order took root on Hungarian soil and by 1239 devel­
oped into the independent Province of Hungary. Since 
then the order has a lways played an important role in 
the life of the Hungarian Church. 

The Hungarian Franciscans in the U.S.A. 

In 1900 the order had three Provinces in H ungary: St. 
Mary, St. John Capistran, and St. Stephen. After the 
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first World War that part ol' the country where t he 
Province of St. Stephen worked became part of 
Rumania. In spite of their Rumanian citizenship they re­
mained Hungarian and continued to work in the 
Hungarian speaking parishes of that country. 

T he immigration of H ungarians to America began 
during the last decade of the 19th century and continued 
in this century till the beginning of world war one. 
After the war it resumed again. To care for the spiritual 
needs o f these people the Hungarian bishops sent dioce-

The Most Rev. Joseph H. 
A lbers, Bishop of Lansing, 
turns the first spade of 
dirt as ground w as broken 
O ct. 22, 1959 fo r a new 
Franciscan Monastery a t 
t he Port iuncula in the 
Pines Retreat House. 

The Custody of St. John Capistran in the U .S. 

Our Custody has two Friaries: Our Lady of the As­
sumption in Roebling, N.J. (the mo t her-house) and Our 
Lady Queen of the Angels of the Portiuncula in 
DeWitt, Mi. It has perpetual care of the Holy As­
sumption parish in Roebling, N.J . and administers fi ve 
other parishes: St. Ladislaus in New Brunswick, N.J .-­
Blessed Sacrament in Burton, Mi.--Holy Cross in De­
troit , Mi. --St. Emeric in Milwau kee, Wisc.--St. 
Anthony, Winnipeg, Canada. One of its priests par­
ticipates in the pastoral care of the Hungarian speaking 
people of the parish of St. Stephen in New York City . 
One serves as chaplain of the Monastery of Discalced 
Carmelite Nuns in Flemington, N.J. One is professor of 
Dogmatic Theology at Fordham University in New 
York City. One is member of the William Ockham 
research team at St. Bonaventure U niversity, N.J. 

The Custody in Michigan 

Due to t he illness of Rev. Anthony Csaky the pa rish 
of St. Joseph in Flint for Hungarian speaking people 
became vacant in 1947. Bishop Joseph Albers invited 
the Custody of St. John Capistra n to assume the 
administration of that parish. The Friars cared for the 
spiritual needs of the people of St. Joseph's till 1973. In 
that year the church, haU, and rectory fell victim to the 
urban renewal. Since the parish was not strong enough 
to build its own plant somewhere else in Flint, Bishop 
Alexander Zaleski united the parish with Blessed 
Sacrament in Burton. This made it necessary to conduct 
services in both English and Hungarian. Bishop Zaleski 
asked the Custody to take charge of Blessed Sacrament 
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san priests to the U.S. A fter the first world war the 
Hungarian religious orders were a lso asked to send 
priests to the States and to participate in the pastora l 
care of Hungarian speaking citizens. All three 
Hungarian Provinces did so. By 193 1 the members of 
the Province of St. John Capistran were strong enough 
to be established as the C ustody of the same title . Later 
the Friars of the P rovince of St. Stephen were formed 
into a Custody. The Friars of the P rovince of St. Mary 
work in either one of these two. 

parish and serve bot h the English and H ungarian 
speaking faithfu l. Over the 32 years we have served the 
people of G od in the diocese of Lansing. 

In 1929 the Hungarian Province of St. John Capis­
tran assumed administration of the Apostolic Prefecture 
of Paoking in C hina . After twenty four years of zealous 
labor among the Chinese the Friars were ousted by the 
Communist Government. Since they could not return to 
Hungary, they came to the United States. Five priests 
and three Brothers joined our ranks. This necessit a ted 
the establishment of a new Friary. Bishop Albers was 
approached and asked to allow the Friars to build a 
Friary in his diocese. During the conversation with the 
bishop the idea of a retreat house came up. Permission 
was eventua lly granted the Friars to build a Friary and a 
retreat house in the Lansing area. After careful con­
siderat ion the Surratt property in DeWitt was selected 
as the location of the retreat house and Friary. For 
twenty fi ve years the Friars of DeWitt have co nducted 
retreats and days of recollection for thousands. They 
have also helped in pa rishes, preached missions and 
Forty Hours, taught C.C.D. classes and classes o f the­
ology in various parishes of the diocese. 

The Retreat House 

The Surratts left the premises at the end of June 
1954. Brother Juniper Thee came over from St. 
Joseph's parish in Flint to take care of the house and 
property until the permanent staff would arrive. On 
September I, 1954 Fr. Maxi mus Mancil and Brother 
Steven Csordos arrived and took up residence in the 
Surrat home. Shortly thereafter Bishop Albers and Fr. 



Julian Fuzer, Provincial Superior of the Friars asked 
Simpson and Hartwick Architects of Lansing to draw 
up the blueprints for the retreat house. 

By February, 1955 the blueprints were completed and 
given out for bids. The Vandenberg Construction Co. 
of East Lansing was awarded the contract. On March I , 
1955 Bishop Albers and Fr. Julian blessed and broke 
the ground for the retreat house in the presence of 
several members of the clergy and friends of the friars. 
By June 26, 1955 the construct ion was so far advanced 
that the blessing of the cornerstone could be under­
taken. Bishop Albers conducted the ritual in the 
presence of the friars, many priests of the d iocese, the 
officials of DeWitt, and hundreds of the faithful. A 
much larger number of p riests and laypeople were pres­
ent when Bishop Albers blessed the completed retreat 
house on October 9, 1955. At both ceremonies the 
honor guard of the Fourth Degree K. of C. graced the 
occasion. 

T he retreat house is a one story building. The original 
part of it consisted of a chapel in the center, a confer­
ence room on one end, the dining room and kitchen on 
the other. Between these main parts of the building 24 
single bedrooms lined up. From the end where the 
conference room was located another row of 10 bed­
rooms went in a northernly direction. 

While the cons1n1ct ion work was going on Fr. Max­
imus Mandi visited all the parishes o f the diocese--with 
the exception of the southwestern part. The pastors and 
officers of parish organizations cooperated beautifully 
in organizing retreat groups of both men and women. 
The first men 's group to make a retreat at DeWitt was 
sponsored by the Fourth Degree of K. of C. of Lansing. 
The first group of ladies was the Catholic Business 
Women of Flint. Both were here in November of 1955. 
During the same time Fr. J ulian and Fr. Maximus com­
posed and published a manual o f prayers for the 
retreatant s. Folders with pictures of the retreat house 
and of the grounds were also printed and sent to the 
parishes 10 be distributed . 

In a few years the retreat house proved 10 be too 
small. An addition was built in 1963, consist ing of an 
office, two rooms for the friars in cha rge of the retrea t 
house, a religious gift shop, a second conference room , 
a priests chapel with eleven altars, and sixteen mo re 
bedrooms. The new part was so arranged and attached 
to the older section as to form a square court yard. The 
lawn, the shrubs, and a few trees in it enhance the 
beauty of the ret reat house. 

Friary 

When the first two friars arrived in DeWitt on Sep­
tember I , 1954 they lived in the Surratt residence. A few 
months later they were joined by a young man from 
Lansing who became Bro ther Kenneth Ghastin. Aft er 
the construction of the retreat house had been 
completed three more friars and three candidates were 
transferred to DeWitt. Some continued to live in the 
Surratt home and others occupied rooms in the retreat 
house. 

The Retreat House Chapel 

The friars were: 
Fr. Dominic Dohanyos Superior 
Fr. Maximus Ma ndi Retreat Master 
Bro. Benignus Balogh Cook 
Bro. Juniper Thee Gardener 
Bro. Stephen Csordos Janitor 
Bro. Kennerh Ghastin Gardener 

To free the rooms of the retreat house occupied b y 
the friars and 10 bring I he whole community under one 
roof it was decided to build a friarv. Work was begun 
in November of 1959. On Septemb~r 15, 1960- the new 
friary was solem nly dedicated by Bishop Albers in the 
presence of the fri ars, the diocesan clergy and hundreds 
of the lait y. 

The fria ry has two wings. In the east-west wing are 
the chapel, the library, the recreation room, the dining 
room and the kitchen. In the basement o f this wing are 
the workshops of the Brothers. In th e south-north wing 
are the private quarters of t he friars. This wing is a two 
story structure. 

Superiors of the Friary - 1955-79 

Fr. Dominic Dohanvos 
Fr. C lement Kiraly 
Fr. Julian Fuzer 
Fr. Innocent Daam 
Fr. Albin T hun 
Fr. Maximus Mandi 
Fr. Capistran Po lgar 

Staff al Prcst·nl 

Fr. Eugene Lenner--Surerior 
Fr. Maximus Mandl--Ret reat Master 
Fr. Alexander K rura 
Bro. Benedict Ba rat h 
Bro. Emery Szendei 
Bro. Kurt Munn 
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Retreat Masters 
Who Have Served 
at the Franciscan 

Retreat House 

Fr. Capistran Polgar, Q.F.M., was born May 16, 
1940 in New Brunswick, New Jersey, and entered 
the order August 15, 1958. He was ordained a 
pries t June 2, I 967 and served as retreat master 
at the Franciscan Retreat House in DeWitt from 
1971 to 1979. He presently is pastor at Holy 
Assumption Church, Roebling, New Jersey. 
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Fr. Julian Fuzer, O.F.M., was born May 30, 
1915 in Hehalom, H ungary, and entered the 

order August 29, 1933. He was ordained a priest 
July 13, 1941. He received his Licenciate in 
Theology at St. Anthony, Rome, in 1943 and 
Doctor of Philosophy degree at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University, Rome, in 1946. He was 
provincial superior from 1950 to 1958 and retreat 
master at the Franciscan Retreat House, DeWitt , 
from 1962 10 1970. Presently he is past.or of St. 
Ladislaus Church, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Fr. Maximus Mandi, O.F.M ., was born 
September 6, 1917 in Lippo, Hungary. He 
entered the order August 29, I 934 and was or­
dained a priest J uly 13, 1941. He received his 
Licenciate in Theology at St. Anthony, Rome, in 
1943 and did post graduate work in Sacred 
ScriplUre from 1943 to 1945. He was retreat 
master at the Franciscan Retreat House, DeWitt, 
from 1955 to I 962, I 970-71 and from 1979 to the 
present. He was provincial superior from 1964 to 
1973. 



Schedule of Events 

Sunday, August 3, 1980 

This Sunday of 'l\ugus1 3, I 980 will be !he main celebra1ion of our Silver Jubilee. 11 will be held 
in connection wi1h 1he annual Capiains' Meeting. Due 10 lack of space, 1his celebra1ion will be 
restric1ed to the captains, co-cap1ains and their families. 

PROGRAM: 

Concelebrants: 

11 a .m. Mass o f Thanksgiving 

Celebrant: The Mos1 Rev. Kenneth J. Povish, D.D. 
Bishop of La ns ing, Michigan 

The Most Rev. Paul V. Donovan, D.D., Bishop of Kalamazoo, Michigan 

The Most Rev. James S. Sullivan, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Lansing, 
Michigan 

Rev . Julian Fuzer, O.F.M ., Pastor, SL Ladislaus Church, New Brunswick, 
New Jersey 

Rev. Maximus Mandi, O.F.M., Retreat Master, Portiuncula in the Pines 
Retreat House, DeWill , Michigan 

Rev . Capistran Polgar, O.F.M., Pastor, Holy Assumption Church, 
Roebling, New Jersey. 

12:30 p.m. Picnic Lunch 

2:00 p.m. Captains' Meeting 

Opening Prayer: Bishop Kenneth Povish 

Welcome: Fr. Maximus Mandi, O.F.M. 

The Beginnings: 
Fr. Julian Fuzer, O. F.M. 

A Lady's Retreat Experiences: 
Mrs . Lottie Wassell 

Report and Honor Roll: 
Fr. Maximus Mandi, O.F.M. 

Retreat. Master's Experiences: 
Fr. Capistran Polgar, O.F.M. 

A Man's Retreat Experiences: 
Mr. Pat Kelly 

Remarks: 
Bishop Kenneth Povish 
Bishop Paul Donovan 
Fr. Dominic Csorba, O.F.M. 

Closing Prayer: Bishop Paul Donovan 
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Clergy Night 

October 9, 1980 

This is the actual anniversary of the dedication of the retreat house 
by the Most Rev. Joseph H. Albers, who served as Bishop of the 
Didcese of Lansing from its establishment in I 937 to his death in I 965. 
The pastors, .associates and priests in residence in those parishes of the 
Dioceses of Lansing, Kalamazoo and Grand Rapids which have an 
organized retreat group with its own captain will be invited to this 
event. 

Program 

4 p.m. Mass of Thanksgiving 

5 p.m. Cocktail Hour 

6 p.m. Dinner 

Sunday, October 5, 1980 

The Sunday before October 9 (the actual anniversary of the ded­
ication of the retreat house): 

Sunday, November 2, 1980 
The anniversary of the first retreat, preached to the Fourth Degree 

Assembly, Knights of Columbus, Lansing, Michigan. 

Open House for the General Public 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Guided tours of the retreat house and refreshments. 



1ke Poitiuttcula tke 
FRANCISCAN FRIARY AND RETREAT HOUSE • DE WITT, MICHIGAN 48820 

PHONE 517/669-9252 

Retreat Statistics for 1979 
(Data in paranthesis: For the previous year) 

No. of Retreats Attendance 
Weekend 45 (43) 2074 (1977) 

( 5) 302 ( 156) Midweek 11 
TOTAL 56 (48) 2376 (2133) 

Weekend Attendance Average 
Men 35.SOJo 736 ( 627) 
Women 58.SOJo 1213 (1262) 
Mixed 6 OJo 125 ( 88) 

Weekend Average 
Midweek Average 
Overall Average 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
No. Attendance 

17 736 Men 
Women 
Mixed 
Married 
Priests 
Religious 
Ministers 

26 1237 
S I 12 
2 JOO 
2 101 
1 17 
3 73 

AGE GROUPS 
Teens 1.9% 29 ( 30) 
20s 6.8% 104 (112) 
30s 15.9% 243 (248) 
40s 21.0% 322 (3 10) 
sos 22.7% 347 (353) 
60s 19.8% 303 (264) 
70s 9.4% 144 (112) 
80s 2.4% 37 ( 39) 
90s 1 lady 

SUMMARY OF 1979 

Retreats 
Days of Recollection 
Meetings, Workshops, etc. 

TOTAL 

43 (41) 
48 (48) 
41 (44) 
46 (46) 
27 (31) 
42 (44) 

( 627) 
(1262) 

' 40) 
( 88) 
( 102) 
( 14) 

( -- ) 

RETREAT ATTENDANCE (1955-79) 
(In 1955: Nov. & Dec. only) 

1955: 57 
1956: 809 
1957: 1138 
1958: 1193 
1959: 1266 
1960: 1280 
1961: 1664 
1962: 1693 
1963: 2013 
1964: 2444 
1965: 2528* 
1966: 2110 
1967: 2038 
I 968: 1979 
1969: 1808 
1970: 1810 
1971: 1650 
1972: 1770 
1973: 1914 
1974: 1986 
1975: 2282 
1976: 2160 
1977: 21 90 
1978: 2133 
1979: 2376 

CATHOLICS FROM OTHER DIOCESES 
Kalamazoo . . ............... .. . ...... .... 183 
Grand Rapids. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
Others ........ . .. .. ...... .... . . . ........ 38 

TOTAL ............................. 243 

NON-CA THO LI CS 
Special groups ........ .. .... .. .... . ...... I SO 
Along with Catholics... . .. . . .... . . .... . .. 19 

TOTAL. .. . ... ................. . .... 169 

No. of Service 
56 
9 

11 

76 

Persons Served 
2376 

391 
344 

3111 
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Retreat Schedule of Activities 
First Day 

7:00 p.m. - Dinner 
8:20 p.m. - Orientation (Lounge) 
9:00 p.m. - Eucharist (Chapel) 

10:00 p.m. - Corridor lights out (Silence) 

Second Day 

7:00 a .m . - Rising 
7:30 a.m . - Morning Prayers (Chapel) 
8 :00 a.m . - Breakfast in Silence 
8 :45 a.m. - Scripture Reading (Priva1ely) 
9 :30 a.m. - Conference (Conference room) 

11:30 a.m. - Way of the Cross (Outdoors, if possible) 
12:00 NOON·- Dinner 

2:00 p.m. - P enance Service (Chapel) 
5:00 p .m. - Eucharist (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. - Supper 
7:30 p.m. - Liturgy preparation (Lounge) 
8:20 p .m . - Evening Prayers & Rosary (Chapel) 
9:00 p.m. - Discussion (Optional - Lounge) 

10:00 p.m. - Corridor lights out (Silence) 

Third Day 

7:00 a.m. - Rising 
7 :30 a.m. - Morning Prayers (Chapel) 
8:00 a.m . - Breakfast in Silence 
8:45 a.m. - Scripture reading (Privately) 

10:00 a .m. - Conference (Conference room) 
11 :30 a.m. - Eucharist (Chapel) 

12:30 NOON - Dinner 
I :45 p.m. - Meeting, Suggestions, Critique, Statistics (Lounge) 
2:15 p .m. - Closing Service (Chapel) 
2:30 p .m. - Refreshments & Departure 

S ILENCE is essential to the success of the retreat. It is viial 1ha1 there be an atmosphere of res1 
and q uiet so that the retreatants may pray, meditale, read and relax. We ask that 1here be 
SILENCE in the Retreat House at all times, once the retreat has begun. Those who wish to talk 
with friends should do so in very subdued voices in the Dining Room only. It is unkind and 1otally 
unfair that any retreatant should be dis1urbed by the talking or noise of another while on retreal. 

P LEASE, RESPECT ONE ANOTHER'S RIGHT TO S ILENCE! 



The Retreat House 

Listed on the following pages are parishes, organizations, 
individuals and businesses which have contributed toward 
making this anniversary book and celebration possible. 
Names of the pastors and associates given under parish 
listings were assigned to the parish at the time the donation 
was made. Sponsorships were limited to those who have 
used The Portiuncula in the Pines for retreats. 
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PARISHES 

St. Philip 
Battle Creek, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. James O'Meara 
Associate, Rev. Richard Fritz 

Al Patrick, Deacon 
captains: Victor Carattini 

Helena Lynch 

St. Joseph 
Battle Creek, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev. John M . Steffey 
Associate, Rev. Joseph Weller 
Captains: Judge Wendell Schader 

Mrs. Raymond Wolney 

St. Mary's Assumption 
Bronson, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Edwin Palmer 
Captains: Kenneth Youngquist 

Mary Kowalski 
Co-Captain: Ben Kowalski 

Blessed Sacrament 
Burton, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Matthew Kiss, O.F.M. 
Associate, Rev. Phillip Schweda, O.F.M. 
captains: Anthony Rydzak 

Catherine Rydzak 

Holy Redeemer 
Burton, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Sylvester Fedewa 
Associate, Rev. David Hooper 
captains: Peter Stevenson 

Pearl Hooper 

SS. Charles and Helena 
Clio, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. C. Robert Stockwell 
Associate. Rev. Robert McGraw 
Captains: Lofton Cartton 

Margaret Carlton 
Co-Captain: David Pigott, Jr. 

St. Jude 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. David M . Stotenbur 
Captains: Bertha Lennemann 

Lloyd Powell 
Co-Captain: Elaine Pung 

St. Mary 
Durand, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Mitchell J. Bednarski 
captains: Leo v anAgen 

Mary Frankovich 

St. Thomas Aquinas 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Pastor, Most Rev. James S. Sullivan 
Associates: Rev. Arthur Bosse. 

Rev. Andrew Czajkowski 
Msgr. Jerome V. Mac Eachin, in residence 
captains: Ralph Paul 

Sally Eick 
Co-captain: Allred Sullivan 

St. Peter 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev, William J . Koenigsknecht 

St. John 
Fenton, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. David W. Harvey 
Associates, Rev. Michael A. Di Maio, 

Rev. John L. Blanchard, S.J. 
captains: Stanley Hajec 

Dorothy Thompson 
Co-Captains: William Foley 

Frances Hajec 

Holy Rosary 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Joseph Robb 
Associate, Rev. Terry Valaire 
captains: Jim Kotsko 

Mary Marzonie 



PARISHES 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Eduardo Lorenzo 

St. Agnes 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. William J . Carolin 
Rev. Maurice A. Olk, in residence 
Captains: David Nicholas 

Maiy Jo McFarland 

St. Luke 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. William J. Koenigsknecht 
Associate: Rev. Edward J. Boley 
Captains: Anthony Pekala 

June Crockett 
Co-Captain: Douglas Siewert 

St. Mary 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Henry Berkemeier 
Captains: Douglas Morris 

Margaret ZeDey 

St. Michael 
Flint, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Matthew J. Fedewa 

Associate: Rev. Martin P. Miller 
Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Earl V. Sheridan, in residence 
Captains: Louis Campana 

Vicki Campana 
Co-Captain: Thelma Watson 

Most Holy Trinity 
Fowler, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Denis Spitzley 
Rev. Albert Schmitt, in residence 
Captains: Gerald V. Thelen 

Agatha Schafer 
Co-Captains: Alan G. Thelen 

Helen Thelen 

St. Michael 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Pastor, Msgr. Michael J. Mleko 
Captains: Josephine Elliott 

Hiary Hengesbach 
Co-Captain: Ward Irish 

St. Joseph 
Howell, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Gilbert O. Rahrig 
Associate, Rev. George C. Michalek 
Captains: JOhn Cubr, Jr. 

Josephine Cubr 

Queen of the Miraculous Medal 
Jackson, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. William J. Casey, C.M. 
Associate, Rev. Bernard E. Tierney, C.M . 

Rev. William N. Schmidt, C.M. 
Rev. Henry M. Bradbury, C.M, 

Captains: Joseph McCarthy 
Dorothy Monks 

Co-Captains: Robert Harr 

St. Mary 
Jackson, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald 
Associate, Rev. Jonathan Wehrle 
Captains: William Nichols 

Lucille Syrjamaki 

St. John 
Jackson, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev, Francis Murray 
Associate. Rev. Paul Ruddy, O.S.F.S. 
Captains: Joseph Grund 

Florence Grund 

St. Joseph 
Jackson, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev. Marian Lesniak 
Captains: George Lamberson 

Lottie Wassel 
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PARISHES 

St. Stanislaus 
Jackson, Michigan 

Past0<, Rev. Darius W. Wyszynski 
Associate. Rev. Arcadius Klejnowski 
Captains: Herman Hoffman 

Dorothy Hoffman 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Lansing, Michigan 

Past0<, Rev. Paul J. Cummings 
Associate, Rev. Afan Wakefield 
Captains: Stanley Draminski 

Patricia Fudge 

Resurrection 
Lansing, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Francis T . Martin 
Associate, Rev. Robert Ger1 
Captains: Francis Pat Kelly 

Maryann Perla 

St. Gerard 
Lansing, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. John Weber 

Associate: Rev. David Howell 
In residence: Rev. Bernard C. Beahan 

Rev. Joseph Keena, C.S.S.P. 
Captains: Leroy Parks 

Esther Hunt 

St. Mary's Cathedral 
Lansing, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. James A. Murray 
Associate. Rev. DouglaS Osborn 
Captains: William Tryon 

Rose T ushbant 

St. Therese 
Lansing, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev. James Novak 
Associate: Rev. Michael R. Kelly 
Captains: Martin Schultz 

Martha Schon 
Co-Captains: Stephen Schultz 

Veronica Redburn 

Our Lady of Fatima 
Michigan Center. Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Andrew J . Dunne. O.S.F.S . 
Captains: Dr. Paul Kuenz 

Jean Beitelschies 
Co-Captains: Bob Lowden 

Rosa Wright 

St. Mary 
Mt. Morris, Michigan 

Pastor. Rev. David Bell 
Associates: Rev. Gilbert Gonsalves 

Rev. Cart Simon 
Captains: Emile Landry 

Josephine Shannon 
Co-Captains: Robert Fournier 

Kathleen Konesny 

St. Paul 
Owosso, Michigan 

Past0<, Rev. Robert 0 . Kolenski 
Associate. Rev. Waliam Thomas 
Captains: Jack Ahern 

Donna Schirle 

St. Joseph 
Owosso, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Raymond Goehring 
Captains: Jack Riley 

Mary Lou Riley 

St. Joseph 
Pewamo, Michigan 

Pastor. Msgr. Thomas J . Bolger 
Captains: Richard Linn 

Bernita Fedewa 



PARISHES 

St. Joseph 
St. Johns, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. William G. Hanke((! 
Associate, Rev. Louis Martin 
Captains: Dr. Henry Burkhardt 

Esther Brown 

Holy Angels 
Sturgis, Michigan 

Past0<, Rev. John E. Warner 
Captains : Betty Chapman 

Kenneth Cox 

St. Mary 
Westphalia, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. James J. Schmitt 
Captains: Roman Pohl 

Carol Nurenberg 

St. Mary 
Williamston, Michigan 

Pastor, Rev. Steven F. Makranyi 
Captains: Gregory Miller 

Elaine Baldina 



Pugt Six1ee11 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Ladies Rosary Society 
St. Mary 
Bronson, Michigan 

Altar Society 
Blessed Sacrament 
Burton, Michigan 

Men's Club 
Blessed Sacrament 
Burton, Michigan 

St. Elizabeth Society 
Blessed Sacrament 
Burton, Michigan 

Council of Catholic Women 
Holy Redeemer 
Burton, Michigan 

Men's Club 
Holy Redeemer 
Burton, Michigan 

Altar Society 
St. Mary 
Charlotte, Michigan 

Usher's Club 
St. Jude 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Women's Association 
St. Jude 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Altar Society 
St. Michael 
Flint, Michigan 

Men's Organization 
St. Michael 
Flint, Michigan 

Altar Society 
St. Robert 
Flushing, Michigan 

Christian Service Guild 
SI. Robert 
Flushing, Michigan 

Men's Club 
St. Michael 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

St. Vincent DePaul Society 
St. John's Conference 
Jackson, Michigan 

St. Joseph's Guild 
St. Joseph 
Jackson, Michigan 

Altar Society 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Lansing, Michigan 

Altar Society 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
Lansing, Michigan 

Men's Club 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
Lansing, Michigan 

Usher's Club 
St. Therese 
Lansing, M ichigan 



PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
Women's Society 

St. Therese 
Lansing, Michigan 

Men's Club 
Our Lady of Fatima 
Michigan Center, Michigan 

Women's Community 
Our Lady of Fatima 
Michigan Center, Michigan 

Altar Society 
Holy Angels 
Sturgis, Michigan 

Men's Club 
St. Mary 
Swartz Creek, Michigan 

NON-PAROCHIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Catholic Business Women 
Flint, Michigan 

Kalamazoo Central Council, 
Society of St. Vincent DePaul 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Catholic Business Women 
Lansing. Michigan 

Knights of Columbus 
Lansing, Michigan 

Fourth Degree Assembly , 
Knights of Columbus 

Owosso, Michigan 

Knights of Columbus 
Owosso, Michigan 

Knights of Columbus 
St. Johns, Michigan 

Knights of Columbus 
Sturgis, Michigan 

BUSINESSES 

John R. Brennan, Attorney At Law 
133 W. Grand River 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 

A.J. Drew Insurance Agency 
G-3506 BeecherRoad 
Flint, Michigan 48504 
Owned by Regina A. Drew 
Phone: 732-7481 

Richland Plumbing and Heating 
Richland, Michigan 

Rehmann's Clothing, Clothing and 
Furnishings, 
Shoes for Dad and Lad 

St. Johns. Michigan 
Owned by John Rehmann 

Westphalia Electric, Inc. 
11 9 W. Main Street 
Westphalia, Michigan 48894 



INDIVIDUAL RETREAT ANTS 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth V. Anderson 
Flint, Michigan 

Anonymous 
Lansing, Michigan 

Stanley Baker 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Steven J. Bartunek Family 
Flint, Michigan 

Floyd and Connie Bennett 
Owosso, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Boyer 
Lansing, Michigan 

The Len Bridge Family 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Terrence P. Bronson 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Brown 
Jackson, Michigan 

Pauline Brown 
Lansing, Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Burns 
St. Johns, Michigan 

Ray Calbert 
Jackson, Michigan 

Victor and Marilyn Carattini 
Battle Creek, Michigan 

Louis and Vicky Campana 
Flint, Michigan 

Pog,• Eigl11N.'u 

James J. Cavanaugh 
Okemos, Michigan 

Kay Cavanaugh 
(in memory of James C. Cavanaugh) 
Flint, Michigan 

Mrs. Marie Charrier 
Flint. Michigan 

Rita Churchill 
St. Johns. Michigan 

Mary E. Clark 
Jackson, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Danch 
Burton. Michigan 

Anna L. Decker 
Burr Oak, Michigan 

Fran and Lloyd Delehanty 
Linden, Michigan 

Valentino DeRosa 
Mason, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dobbins 
Richland, Michigan 

Miss Virginia E. DuFord 
Flint, Michigan 

Charlotte C. Dunnebacke 
Lansing, Michigan 

Raymond and Margaret Durfee 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dwyer 
Grand Blanc, Michigan 



INDIVIDUAL RETREATANTS 

Mr. and Mrs. John Dziwura 
Flint, Michigan 

Dorothy B. Emery 
Jackson, Michigan 

In Memory of Arthur Faggion 
Lansing, Michigan 

Sara E: Faggion 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mrs. Paul Fata 
Lansing, Michigan 

Joyce R. Federichi 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Raymond and Doris Feldpausch 
Lansing, Michigan 

David S. Field 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

John P Fox 
Lansing, Michigan 

Clarence " Bud" Funsch 
Flint, Michigan 

Miss Lynnette Gatten 
Okemos, Michigan 

Elsie Goldsmith 
Albion, Michigan 

Frank Goldsmith 
Albion, Michigan 

Louis Gostola 
Jackson, Michigan 

Louise and Helen Gregory 
Flint, Michigan 

Harold W. Griggs 
Flint, Michigan 

Florence and Joseph Grund 
Jackson, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley A. Hajec 
Fenton, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Hallwood 
(in memory of son. Frank) 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harr 
Jackson, Michigan 

Gladys Heipel 
Mason, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Hilary Hengesbach 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Arnold and Bernice Herron 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hoffman 
Michigan Center, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Holl 
Flint, Michigan 

Mrs. Pearl Hooper 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris J. Hughes 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Huhn 
Eagle, Michigan 



INDIVIDUAL RETREAT ANTS 

Donald Hursh Family 
Portage, Michigan 

Kathleen Ingraham 
Lansing, Michigan 

Ward and Adeline Irish 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Anne Jackovatz 
Lansing, Michigan 

Julian Kateley, Jr. 
Okemos, Michigan 

Leona C. Kegle 
Lansing, Michigan 

Francis Pat Kelly 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Kelly 
Lansing, Michigan 

John and Catherine Kidd 
Sturgis, Michigan 

Tim and Beverly King 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mrs. Elizabeth Kocsis 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Koenigsknecht 
Fowler, Michigan 

Rev. William J. Koenigsknecht 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan 

Vivian Kohls 
Owosso, Michigan 
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Joseph and Pauline Koluch 
Flint, Michigan 

Paul Konkel 
Jackson, Michigan 

The Kotsko Family 
Flint, Michigan 

Bernard and Mary Kowalski 
Bronson, Michigan 

Max Krishun 
Lansing, Michigan 

Theresa Krzesicki 
Jackson, Michigan 

Mrs. Emma Kukin 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Kuntz 
St. Johns, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Landaal 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. John Lehman 
Westphalia, Michigan 

Bertha Lennemann 
/in memory of Jack Lennemann) 

DeWitt, Michigan 

Bernard C. LeVeque 
Flint, Michigan 

Elaine M. LeVeque 
Flint, Michigan 

Lewis and Julia Lonier 
Lansing, Michigan 



INDIVIDUAL RETREAT ANTS 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Loire 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Helena Lynch 
Battle Creek 

Mrs. Elisabeth McCausey 
Brighton, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Manno 
Williamston, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Martin 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Matsco 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Michelini 
Redford, Michigan 

Barbara Mitchell 
Belleville, Michigan 

Robert Mitchell 
Belleville, Michigan 

Douglas Morris 
Flin t, Michigan 

Ethel C. Moss 
Flint, Michigan 

Mrs. Helen G. Murphy 
Flint, Michigan 

Michael and Barbara Nester and family 
Swartz Creek, Michigan 

Thomas J. Noice 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Sam and Letha Obrecht 
Lansing, Michigan 

Helen Marie O'Brien 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard O'Brien 
Stockbridge, Michigan 

Richard O'Connor 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Ullah Olson 
Lansing, Michigan 

Janos and Maria Orlowski 
Marion, Ohio 

The Frank Orszag Family 
Lansing, Michigan 

Eugene Paez, Jr. 
Lansing, Michigan 

Leroy & Marjorie Parks 
Lansing, Michigan 

Anthony and Louise Paulik 
(in remembrance of their children) 

Clio, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peck 
Sturgis. Michigan 

Mrs. Emma M. Peters 
Flint, Michigan 

Helen M. Phaneuf 
Corunna, Michigan 

Robert G. Phaneuf 
Corunna. Michigan 



INDIVIDUAL RETREAT ANTS 

Karol and Virginia Piotrowski and family 
Flint, Michigan 

Louis & Marie Powell 
Lansing, Michigan 

Oscar Pudymaitis 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada 

Dick and Joyce Rademacher 
Burton, Michigan 

Joseph W. Randall, Ill 
Flint, Michigan 

Miss Clara Reder 
Lansing, Michigan 

Miss Mary E. Redouty 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mrs. Walter Rigling, Sr. 
Owosso, Michigan 

Mrs. Earl D. Roam 
(in memory of her husband) 

Jackson, Michigan 

Anna M. Root 
Flint, Michigan 

William and Hedy Ruth 
Clio, Michigan 

Alex Sadowski 
Flint, Michigan 

Margaret Sadowski 
Flint, Michigan 

Mary Sadowski 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Schafer 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Donna Schirle 
Owosso, Michigan 

Judge and Mrs. Wendell L. Schoder 
Battle Creek, Michigan 

Milford and Martha Schon 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Shorey 
Marquette, Michigan 

Lois P. Schuler 
Sturgis, Michigan 

Josephine M. Shannon 
Mt. Morris. Michigan 

Robert B. Shannon 
Lansing, Michigan 

Douglas W. Siewert 
Flint, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Siminski 
Durand, Michigan 

Thomas J. Simon 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Mary Sipka 
Lansing, Michigan 

Marie Sleno 
Owosso, Michigan 

James 0. Snyder 
Jackson, Michigan 

Mrs. Paul Solomon 
Grand Blanc, Michigan 



INDIVIDUAL RETREATANTS 

Mary and Elizabeth Stankula 
Lincoln Park, Michigan 

Veer and Marie Stevens 
Lansing, Michigan 

Veer and Marie Stevens Family 
Lansing, Michigan 

Frederick A. Stimac 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Stratz 
Lansing, Michigan 

Judge and Mrs. Alfred E. Sullivan 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Elmer & Lucille Syrjamaki 
Jackson, Michigan 

Elizabeth Takacs 
Davison, Michigan 

Margaret R. Taylor 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Thelen 
Saint Johns. Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Thimmig 
East Lansing, Michigan 

A.R. Tinelli 
Flushing, Michigan 

Michael and Vivian Tomlanovich 
Lansing, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome M. Torrey 
Alpena, Michigan 

In Memory of Robert P. Trebtoske 
(by his wife and children) 

Swartz Creek, Michigan 

Mrs. Mary Wascha 
Swartz Creek, Michigan 

Lottie Wassell 
Jackson, Michigan 

Stanley Wassell 
Jackson, Michigan 

Danny and Linda Weller 
Lansing, Michigan 

Evelyn Werle 
Flin t, Michigan 

Sam Whitaker 
Charlotte, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Wismiewski 
Flint, Michigan 

Geneva Wohlfert 
Paw Paw. Michigan 

Howard Wohlfert 
Paw Paw, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex M. Wood 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Ralph and Dolores Yackley 
Brighton, Michigan 

Richard J. Young 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Youngquist 
Bronson, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. John Zelenka 
Lansing, Michigan 



This anniversary book is dedicated to the Most. Rev. Joseph 
H. Albers, first bishop of the Diocese of Lansing. Without his 
leadership this retreat house would not be possible. He was the 
auxiliary to the Archbishop of Cincinnati when he was appointed 
first bishop of the newly created 1 5-county Diocese of Lansing 
and served until his death December 1, 1965. 
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Prayer O f 
St. Francis O f Assisi 

Lord. make me ,in instrument 
of Thy peace; whtre thc,·e ,s 
hatred, let me sow love: where 
there is iniury, parJon; wh<:r(· 
there is doubt. faith: wht're 
there i~ despair, hope: where 
there is darkness. light: and 
where there is sadness, joy. 

0 Di,,ine !I-laster. grant that 
I may not so much see.k to be 
consoled as to console: to he 
understood as 10 understand; to 
be loved, as to Jo1·e: for it is in 
giving that we recei,1e, it is in 
pardo11ing tha, we a,e par­
doned, and it is in dying that\\'(' 
arc· born 10 eternal hfo. 
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