
Photogr apher: Exampl es i n the library collection : 

Bradley, H. P138, Pl39, P300-P302 
All his known views are commissioned landscapes with the exception of 
P139 which, a lthough evi.dently commissioned, seems to be a gat heri ng of 
Grange or possibly G.A . R. members. I n several caseo the photographs are 
in double sets; one v iew of the farm ho_me and the second of the haz:ns . 
Common to the period but e xaggerated in Bradley views is the u$e of 
personal possessions as props. I n most all views, things such as 
furniture o r horse teams arc brought out to convey a sense o f prosperity . 

All known examples are mounted on a dark green pasteboard backing, 9" x 
12" . The prints may have a coded number in the bottom left corner which 
usual ly includes two digit s (possibly backwards) . Attribution to H. 
Bradl ey comes from one exampl e i n Ke n coin's family coll ection which has 
a smal l mimeographed paper l abe l past ed on the reverse which r eads simply: 
"Sam Krebel. No. r- / H. Bradley (fol lowed by a pencil ed scrawl • Agt •)" . 
Dating the vi ews, which are bel ieved to have al l been taken with i n a short 
time-frame of a few weeks, is based on t he same view from Coin I s 
col lect ion (copy P302 in the l ibrary collecti on). The l i tt l e girl pictured 
is Beulah Lewis who was bo4n in June of 1896 . 

Hamilton, Emery P60, P338- P348 
Unknown until 1995, his original photographs (only two are known to e xist) 
do not include any identification. I n fact, his attri bution to the 
library's collection of gl ass plat e negatives comes solel y from the 
mailing address on the negative's ori ginal box . 

Emery Hamilton was born i n 1874 and was married in 1898 to Ethel Tui:ner of 
Olive townshi p, a daughter of Silas and Emma (Howe) Turner . For 
approximately twenty years Emery worked as a farm laborer and the coupl e 
l ived at va~ious location$ north of DeWitt, usual l y wi th one of Ethel ' s 
bachelor unc l es. By 1915 they had a small home on t he east side of Alward 
Lake, on property purchased f r om Ethel's mother who had some acreage on 
the eact ~ide of Looroio Rd., north of Alward Rd . . 

At the end of World War I they moved to Lansing where Emer y got a job at 
the REO factory. He r emained empl oyed there until t he Depression when he 
got a job with t he W.P . A. About 1920 they purchased a home on Clevel and 
Avenue where they remained until Ethel 's death in 1934 and Emery's, about 
1960. The coupl e had no chi ldr en . 

Hewitt, Robert P95, Pl22- P124, P272 
owner of a Lansing - based company, The Robert Hewitt Photogr aphi c Co ., his 
only known works appear to be postcard views of the DeWitt business 
district. The company• s stylish cartouche appears in the bottom left 
corner, enci rcl ing a number . The number corre:::,ponded with t he v i ew. Tho 
number o f v iews i n the series is unknown . 

Hewitt's first connection to photography dates to 1908 when he is listed 
in the Lansing Ci ty Directory as a photographer for the Ol ds Motor Works. 
By 1911 he is listed as a commercial photographer. I n 1912, the name of 
the Robert Hewitt Photographic Co. makes its appearance in the directory. 

The company remained in buaincso unt il 1917 when it'a offi ce & studio in 
sui te 607 of the Pr udden B~il ding was taken over by Roy N. Pusser who w~s 
followed in quick succession by George H. Bonnel l in 1918. 1917 aleo seems 
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to be the year which Hewitt and his wife Lizzie left Lansing. City 
directories aftor that date no longer mention either of them. 

Negatives from this company were used by other post card produce~s p~ i o r 
to 1916. Many views were modified with new titles and only port i ons of the 
negatives image . In some cases the Hewitt Photo Co. cartouche is barely 
vis ible after attempts were made to remove it f r om t he negative. 

Jutting, Charles P89, 
All his known vi ews are commins i oned l andscapes. Although the library 
collection only owns two (both copies), several more are known to exist. 
The extent and years of his works is not known. His photographs are 
identified by a penci led "C- Jutting 11 s i gned on t he bot tom of the 
photograph . 

Charles was born in Michi gan i n 1860, a son of German immigrants Chri~tian 
and Christiane Jutting. The Jutt ing farm was l ocated at the southwest 
corner oi DeiWitt and Ccdarwood whP.re, besides farming, Charles' £athe.r ra.o 
a hide tanning operation. 

Prior to 1920, after the death of thei r parents, Charles and his s ister 
Bertha moved to Holt. They, along wi th the parents, are burie d in unmarked 
graves in tho DeWitt cemetery (Section B #106) . Accord i ng to a sexton's 
note, Charles died in 1937 . 

Moon, "Harry" Henry Pl21 
As an amateur photographer, many of his landscape views were produced in 
postcard format to be sold in hin gener a l store on west Main street . 
Although nume,:ous views are owned by fami l y members, only one example i s 
in the l ibrar y's col lection . 

His darkroom and negat ive files were believed to have been in a back room 
of his storo where they were destroyed in the 1930 DeWitt fire. 

Harry was born in DeWitt in 1880, a son of Char l es L & Mary (Vincent) 
Moon . He was married to Minnie Marzke and l ived mos t o f his married life 
above his general store on w. Main . Besides being a merchant, in later 
years he was an area minister. He had no children. 

Newcomb, H. J. PSS, PSS, P92, P108, PllO, P180- Pl82, P267 
Advertisements and notices i n t he DeWitt Motor from the mid- 1890s indicate 
that H. J . Newcomb was a travel i ng photographer for they mention his "car" 
being in town. His range of act ivi ty i s not however, thought to extend 
outside the greater DeWitt area for no prints, other than DeWi t t subjects, 
have been located. 

Commons studio posed prints are mounted on standard- a l.zed white cabi net 
carda with the photographer ' s name rubber stamped on the back. Prints such 
as the Yanz family (P267), posed i n an outdoor scene, give credibility to 
the assumption that Newcomb travel ed the countrysi de. 

Group photographs such as the G. ~.R. (P85) requiring a large r format are 
usual ly mounted on a plain beige past eboard. Oddly, although mo:,t of the 
known cabinet cards are i n excellent condition, most of Newcomb's larger 
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format pri nts have deteriora ted or, at a mi nimum, discolored. 

Norris, Mark P4, PS, P61, Pll9, Pl27 , Pl28, P296, P310, 
All of his known ear l y works were produced i n postcard format to be sold 
i n the post office at which h e was a long- time e mployee and postmaster. 
Unlike other "postcard photographero11 , many of Norri s' s views wer e g r oup 
ohots of peopla. Many of his postcards are distinct i n that his name, "M 
Norris" , i s written out i n scr i pt. Oft en too, a title is written out, 
sometime quite c rudel y . I n certai n i nst ances, cuch as P310 and several 
others donat ed by Ken Coi n, the a ttribution to Norris as t he phot ograph~r 
comes f rom the memory of persons i n the p i cture . Addi tionally, his common 
printo arc often distinct with a wide white bor der enc i rcli ng the i mage . 
A very rare series of hi s post card vi ews were pr inted i n a c yanotype 
process, making the print s a r ich blue. 

Several snapshots i n the library coll ection were donated by Donald Reed 
who stated that the photographs were taken and given to hi m by Mark 
Norris. These date to t he 1920s &' 30s , aft e r t he postcard fad had r un out. 
These views also lack the "peopl e" which made his earlier views dist inct. 

Mark Norris was born i n DeWitt , March 15 , 1882- He was a l ongtime mail 
carrier in DeWi tt, eventually becoming postmast er in 1930 . He. was aloo 
involved in residentia l constructi on/ remodel ing. I n 1918 he buil t the home 
at t he;: nort heast cor ner o f Market and Main . His later years wer e spertt 
north of town on t he property aft erwards owned by Edward and Pat Parker. 
Mark was l iving in a chicken coop behind hi s neighbor Tom Staub'$ barn 
when he died suddenly from heart fai lure, August 15, 1937 . He had been 
bui lding the house l ater owned by t he Parkers. 

I n 1908 he was married to El izabet h Wethoral l who died 1932 . They had one 
son, Gayle who died in 192 1 at the age of t e n . In 1924 they adopted 
anot her son, Wayne who became a decor ated veteran o f wor ld War I I but died 
in a mot orcycle accident i n East Lansing in 1947. Mark' s s econd marriage 
was to Eleanor Kutt-Duff. After Mark's death she married Vern Hoffman and 
moved to Lansing. 

Pike, George S. Pl41- Pl59, P161- P74 
An amateur photographer from Olive t ownship, his works were mainly an 
expansion o f his hobby as a fami ly photographer. He acquired h i s camera 
whi l e a young man at Michigan Agr icultural College and he cont inued the 
hobby until after the b irth of his sons. 

Most of his views are of f ami ly; often t he ex t ended famil y of h imse lf and 
his wife Edna Randa l l (hi s maternal second cousin and h i s fraternal t hird 
cousin) . Suppl ementi ng t his are a few l andscape views . Also among the 
negatives s t i l l owned by Gerald Pike are those of an excur s i on t ake n about 
1900 through northern Mi chi gan, the Strait s area, and Niagara Fal l s. 

No print s o f hi s works have been f ound outside the ownership of hi s 
family . Of those examples, development does not seem to have been his 
strong point for most origi nal printa are faded and lack c ontrast . 

Pike was born i n Ol ive t ownship in 1877, a son of Mi l lard F . & Ella R 
(Simmons) Pike, both dP.scendant~ of DeWi tt area pioneers. Fami l y 
connectio ns held an imp o rtant v a lue i n his upbringing . Hi $ was a family 
wh ich had been intertwining and reconnecting i tsel f £0£ generations . 
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As his sister Agnes worked to document their tangl ed family history, 
George took measures to document his present family connections with 
numerous group photographs. Few of his photographs fai l to have ,:;omo 
connection to family, e ither past or present. The newest of his 
p hotographs are of his three sons, Glenwood, Lloyd and Gerald, as 
t oddlers . He d i ed at the young age of 37 i n 1915. 

All of the library 's collecti o n was taken d irectly from the original 
oegativez whi ch, along wit h his camera were still ( 1995 ) in the possession 
of George'o oon Geral d Pike of DeWit t. A more extensive collection, prints 
from all of Pike's negatives, was made by the Clinton count y Historical 
Commiss i o n and donated to the State of Mic higan Archives . 

VanFleet, Earl P47-P50, P86, P255- P26 0 
The first of VanFlcot's works to come to light was the composite p r int 
owne d by Gerald Pike ohowi.ng four views of the opening of the Lansing -
St. Johns Interurban4 The four pri nts were mounted on one p aztcboard back 
with captions, date and photographer pr i nted on the pasteboard. 

Ear l was bor n in DeWitt in 1882, a son o f Knight and Hatt i e vanFleet. He 
wa~ married in 1908 at Detroit to £va Simmons who was a first cousin t o 
photographer Georges. Pi ke . Earl & Eva had one child, Vincent VanFleet, 
born in DeWitt, 1914. Earl vanFleet died at Highland Park, MI, January 2, 
1932 at the age of 49. 

Three add i tional pri nto were acquired by the l i brary in t he Furgaoon 
col lection (P2 55- P257). These distinct square prints mounted on dcab 
pasteboard were rubber stamped on the back with VanFleet' s name . Some 
also had a price noted on the back wh i ch indicates they were produced f or 
commercial sale . 

Mr . VanFl eet' s son Vincent was contacted in 1993 in hopes of locat ing 
o riginal negat ives. None were known to exist, however, several original 
prints were donated to t he library. 

March 5, 1996, Ken Coin 


