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f DeWITT - The DeWitt Bicentennial 
Commission has been offered what most 
every historic group dreams of - an old 
building that would make an ideal museum. 

And - for free. 

BUT, there is a catch. 
The building must be moved. preferably 

by the end of the year. 

Faye Hanson. Bicentennial Commi~ion 
chairman, has told the city council Dr. Fred• 
erick Smith is building a new office and he 
is willing to give her group his present 
building because he wants to convert the 
space to pa'.rking. 

The building was erected about 1840. 
she said, as a home. It is struc urally sound 
and it "has not been cut up too badly" by its 
recent use as an office. 

SHE ESTIMATED it would cost about 
$6.000 to move the biilding and construct a 
new foundation for it. 

"I'll put in the first $100," she said, add-

ing that her group is certain it can raise 
the money. 

"But. we don•t have a site - and, we 
cannot afford to buy land," she said. 

HER REQUEST was that the council al­
low the building to be placed in the city 
park. She said there would be no cost to the 
city, except for sewer and water hookup. 

Mrs. Hanson said that if the Bicentennial 
~ommission can convert the old building 
mto a museum the group will incorporate 
and become a permanent organization when 
the bicentennial year ends next year. 

"We could incorporate as a DeWitt area 
. historical society," she said. 

THE REOGAMZED group would then 
take over responsibility for the museum in-
cluding expenses, she said. ' 

Commissioners seemed interested, but 
they said the proposal needs further study. 

They told Mrs. Hanson to go ahead with 
plans to gather more information and indi­
cated they would take formal action in the 
near future. 



FRED SHIT.,. OFFICE 

Land sold to Hiram Stowell , first Judge of Probate of Clinton Co ., 
in 1842 by Capt.Davie Scott for $50 . 00 .Stowell sold the land in 1847 for 
$1 , 200 . so house was probably built in 1842- 43 . 

Have contacted Williams Hovers ,R#1 S. Bagley Rd . ,Ashley, phone 
83a 2526 or 838 26o2 .He was here and looked at building and said he 
wofil.d move for under $2 , 000 . 00 , this was to McGuire Park . 

Tom Miller of Consumers Power Company was here and said they 
could move the electric lines for under $300 . 00 . 

Ron Mull said he would construct a foundation with voulnteer 
labor for about $6oO . OO . 

Have not contacted General Telephone Co . ,Consumer ' s man said 
it costs about $1 ,000 . 00 every time a cable has to be cut. 
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