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The oldest communit y in 'tJT id-Mic h i g an cel ebrated it 1 s ann­

iversary Friday, erre c tin ~ huge c olorfu l hand-carved, colonial 

city limit signs, honorr inr, it's heritageo At the same time 

city .fathers and towns people jo ined wi th state officials in 

dedicating a new park and pr ocla i ming De Witt as one c£ the 

most progressive areas o.f Mi d- Mich i gano 

The village of De Wit t was f ounded three years be.fore the 

city of Lansing , and, as l oca l hi s t orians recall, was the 

State Capitol for a day (as well a s t he Cl i n ton County seat 

for thirty yea!'s). 

Prior to the Civil War, when the Capitol was being moved 

from Detroit to a more c entrall y located area, De Witt was 

a serious contender for t he hono r. It was the generous o.ffer 

by a land develope r named ~ohn Lans ing , that ultimately decided 

the location for t he Cap i to lo De Wi t t thus lost the bid to 

it's neighbor to the south ( 6 mile s), previously known as 

Biddle Cityo 

Today, ci vie leaders mar ked the 14 1s t anniversary of the 

city's founding by dedica ting t he fi r st phase of West River 

Park (6 blocks wes t of t r af f ic ligh t, on Main Street), and 

receiving the f i rst of seve r a l l ar ge hand-c arve d city limit 

signs welcommi ns pe ople t o " HI STORI C De WITT -- FOUNDED OCT. 

4, 1833 11
• The s i gns, donated by l ocal busines smen, are 

hand-carved f r om redwood pl anks b y l oc al craftsman, Leon 

(Jake) Smeltzer. 
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The signs are bein~ e re cted at the three pr incipal entrances 

to the city with the g r o unds of the Franciscan Re treat, the 

New England sty l e Community Church and.t he new West River 

Pa rk, serv ing as wooded sett :inp; s f o r the red, white and blue 

antiqued city limit signs . 
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In an era of building recession , high interest rates and 

slwnping housing sales , t he De Wi t t area is enjoying unprec­

idented growth. With the f? 25 mill ion Millbrook Meadows area 

continuing to exp and in ta city , and the burgeoning 130 Million 

dollar Country r-~eadows d eve l opment recently opened on the 

south city li~its and the recently announced plans f o r Looking 

Glass (River) Meadows, the area is a bright spot in the other­

wise quiet Mid-Michigan hous irnz market . 

While Mayo r Murl Eastman wa s hos ting the Founders' Da y 

ceremonies, a few hundre d ,ya r ds away workmen were b us y reno­

vating one of the city ' s l andmarks , the Theodore Schavey home. 

(see Historic De Witt b roc hure) . Originall y built in 1886, 
the stately brick f armhouse still has ins ide shut te r s at 

every windliJW, several o r n a te chimney s and 12 -foot-hig h ceilings. 

The owner, Rick Cu l l e n , is maintaining al l of the original 

features of the home and ho pes to o c cupy it well before the 

city's Bi-Centenpial Celebration . (g ood v isual possibility) 

Accross r"Iain S treet, from thenew park, houses continue to 

go up in the Mill brook Meadows d evelopme nt . Bu ilt around 

thirty a cres of parks or " commons " a r eas , the area allows 

only coloni nl t ype archite c ture , preferring br1 ck and natural 

wood s iding to the mo r '.'l modern materials . " Where else can you 

have a cornfield in y our backyard a nd y et be only five blocks 
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from downtown?", as ks the develope r , Ted Powell . 

The s mall town is aliv e and well , unnre ssured by many o f 

the metropolitan pr oblems . " We ho pe t o have a fence for our 

new tennis c ourts this year and , with the help of the Lions 

Club and other civic groups , we will have benches and land­

scaping f or t he pa r k next year . Rome wasn't b u ilt in a day ~ 

continued l~ayor 1-1url Eastman , who is a ls o pa s tor of the 

quaint Com.rnuni ty Churc h , " and , our town plans to be he~e 

another 141 years l 11 
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