
DeWitt-• Yesterday and Today 

This is a snapshot of the SCHAVEY HOUSE taken 
about 1915 with Winfield Welton standing In 

_front. The house · was built In 1886 by Theodore 
, W. ~c hoew~(an gellzed by later generations to 

Schavey , ) The PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM 
OF CLINTON & SHIAWASSEE COUNTIES HA S THIS TO 
SAY: " Theodore \1. Schoewe. a prominent and 
~eal thy German-American citizen of DeWi t t Town­
sh-ip, · Cl in ton . County, has one o f t he f i nest 
brick farm residences In that count-;,, It Is 
bea utifully situated on the south bank of the 
Lookinq Glass River about one mile west of the 
villag~ of DeW i tt, (Now within the c ity limits) 

Mr. Sc ho ewe! came to this country In 18 54 at 
the age of 1 1 : He came to Michigan at the ag~ 
of 25 a nd worked in Detroit at the Michigan 
Central Railway shops f .or 2 years at $55,00 
per month, the n he ret urned to Ohio and bought 
48 acres of land from h i s father, a nd later 
received the 27 acres whi~h was his share of 
the estate, He farmed there until November of 
1872 . after which he bought 80 a cres In DeWitt 
Township, abo ut one mile so uth of his present 
residence. After about 3 years he exchanged 
that property for his present farm , He marr i ed 
Rebecca Hei tmeyer Sept. 6. 18611. They had 10 
children," 

P icture loa ned . to the library . by The lma Foster 



~ 

i ~ .:- 1"1,~ " -:....,~ 
1' ::.,; t · -· ~ .,, 

' .. . s,r ·."' .".' ..,,_,L.' •~,..._,,-§,; ~,k 
' 

) 

DeWitt .. : Yesterday and Today 

I 

'4, 

i 
,;, ' . 

,c 

r ·"­
<;-

_,.,.,.~ 
~·~ -,-, 
-· <. '--...: 

t.,,., . 
~"" iX .. ~. 

·i y F•ye Hanson 

~ -";"• 
--··-·"--·------=~-~ •-' ~ 

This is the gr&duatlrig class of DeWitt H~gh School, 
1899. In the ba ck row are: Harry Ho on, Fred Tucker, 
Ed Schavey, Charles Reynolds, F'l o yd Wi 11 lam·s, El mo 
Hath, F'red Sch a vey; F'ront rowi Merle Mc Louth Kraas 
Walker Burns, Cella Slpley Si mmons, Hu g h Gibbs(Teacher) 
Maude Whi te Carl. P!cture gi v en to the I fbrary by 
Helen Kraas in memory of her mo t her, Merle Burn s. 
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· THIS IS AN IN VITATION TO A DANCE SPONSORED BY TH E DEWITT 

► ORDER OF EA STERN STAR FEBRUARY 14, 1884 AT THE OLD CLI NTON · 
: HOUSE . THE O.E ~S. WA S OR GANIZED IN DEWITT IN 1881 AND STIL L 
, HAS AN ACTIVE CHAPTER HER E, ' ~ . 
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DeWitt•· Yesterday,and Today 
• ily Faye Hlln1on 

This is how hay was put up In the 1920's and 
30's, This shows Fay Snyder In front of a load 
at his farm on Chadwick Rd. Picture taken at · 
the Snyder home on Chadwick now owned by Mel­
vin Gibson who loaned this pict~re. 

The Bicentennial Commission has a new supply 
of Bicentennial Fl~gs for sale for $10,00, 

There are also a few Bennington Flags· (Stars 
and Stripes with a 76) for the same price. May 
be bought at the l lbrary, 1 •. 
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· DeWitt-~ Yesterd·ay and Today 

We of.the Bicentennial Commission wish to thank 
the Lion's Club and Fire Department for playing a 
Benefit basketball game, It brought In. $55.00 to 
add to our - growing fund for actlvltl~s on the week 
of the Fourth. We also extend a big lHANK YOU to 
the chorus of the DeWitt Middle School and their 
director, Linda Eckland, for the fine Bicentennial 
music at half time. It was enjoyed by all. 

The prizes for the essay contest are on dlsplay . 
In the Middle & High . Schools. It Is through the 
generosity of the Lion's Club that these were made 
possible. These wll) be engraved wit~ the winner's 
names and presented at Government Night on Monday, 
June 28th. All students entering will also be pre• 
sented with a parchment certlflc~te to commemorate 
their ~artlclpatlon, 



Yesterday and TQday 
~ ::iy caye rlanson ~ ' 

THE COMING OF THE TELEPHONE T0 DEW I TT , p ro bab l y 
between 1 9 10 and 1915, T his shows fa r ce r s b rin g -
ing l oads o~ po l es into town. 

Picture taken on DeW itt's main corner l oo kina 
north, show i nq G, A, Wi lli a ms Gene r a l Store wh i ch 
bu rn ed in the g r eat fire of 1930 . The Methodist 
Chu rch which was erected in 1895 and burned from 
an ove rheate d f urna ce i n 1927 . Mext is tile Grange 
Ha I I 1·1 h i c h w a s u s e d b y t h i s fa rm e r s ' f r a t e r n a I 
organ' ization from 1875 t o 1966 and i s now an up­
ho lst e rer' s shop. 

~otice t he unpav ed streets. 
Picture donated to the De~/itt Public Li b rar y 

by the late Mr. and Mr s. Robe rt Nor ri s . 
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TWO VIEWS OF THE OLD DEWITT SCHOOL 
The earliest school building was · a. log struc-

- ture erected on Sec. 7, upon the farm of Alanson 
Goodrich and known as the "Goodrich School House", 
This school stood at the f oot of what is now Scha­
vey Road, Hiss Betsey Gooch was the first teacher. 

The second school was built in dls' trict 2 in 
the vii I age of DeWitt In 1840 o n the s ite o f the 
Fuerstenau school. Both Dr. Seth P. Harvin and J, 
H. Adams are given as early teachers . Thi s build­
.ing was replaced by one of more extended prqpor­
tions, in which the sessions o r the court were held 
for a time, It having been at that time the most 
pretentious structure at the County ~eat. 

In 1870 the brick school pictured here was built 
with Prof. Corle! as principal, Miss 'Edith Williams 
as assistant and Hiss Josie Holme~ as intermediate 
principal. 

This s.chool burned In 19-36 just before the main 
part of the Fuerstenau building was ready for occu­
pancy. 

On e p I c t u r e w a S · g i v e n to t h e I I b r a r y b y t h e 
late Helen Dills Stampfly and the other by Joyce 
Carey Miller, · now a teacher In Hastings, 

J 

- -------------- -
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De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
__ By Faye Ha_nson 

This Is a picture of Homer Brazee's Gene ral Store 
now the Shingle Shack. taken In the early 1900's. 
Notl~e the hitch ing rail for horses that the men 
are l ean ing on, Homer Brazee ls second f rom the 
1 e f t , n um be r 6 I s } a c k Du r ha m,1 nu m be r 7 i s . Ma r k 
Norris and the end man ls Ira Ward. 



DeWitt-; Yesterday and Today_ 
ily F;iye Hanson 

GRJ\.DUAT IOd CLASS ' DEi/iTT HIGH SCHOOL 1917 

ARTHUR MAGS IG,GERA LD HAMMOND,~ON IRISH, 
REUBEN WISEMILLEn,GEORGE BUTLER, FLORENCE 
(KLAVER) MAGSIG,LEMA MOSES,NELLIE(CORTRIGHT) 
PLACE, DERTHA(STAUO)LENNAMANN, . 

' 
MILDRED TAYLOR- membe r of our class passed 
away before Uf~duatlon of sc~rlet fev~r. 
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THIS IS A PICTURE: OF. ' THE INTEfl.URBAN ' TRAIN f •hat ran · 
from St,' Jo.hn!i 'to L.anslng via DeWitt, ·it sho\~5 · 
C 1 I '1 ton I\ yen µ e , S t • Jo h ri ~ , 'J op Id n g , north ' f_ r om the • 
<; o u r t h 9 u s e , · N'o t I c e , t h e · ho r s e <! n d b 1,1 g g I e s o f s ti o p - , 
pers tied ur t'o the hltch 'lng rails, This · r;,lcture - · i 
was tal<en about 190~ and . ~as l o.an(ld to t~e ' llbi:-ary , 
by Mr, an.9 ·Mrs. _ Our_)_ D l ete1r; · · ' · ij 
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DeWitt-· Yesterday and Today 
8y Faye Hanson 
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FR ID AY , CIVIC L EADERS marked 
the 1111st anniversary of De­
Witt's foundin9 by dedicating 
the fl rot phas<i! of West River 
Park (6 b locks west of' the · 
traffi ·c fiqht, · on Main Street) 
a n d r e c e i v i n <J t h e- f I r s t o f 
several large hand-carved city 
1 i.ni i t sig~s 1r1elcoming ,-peop,l,e .. · • .. , ~ 
to "Historic DeV itt - Founded 
0 c t -. , 4 , I 8 3 3 11 

, The s e s i g n s 
are hand-carved from redwood 
n I an ks by Lan s i n g 

0

c rafts man, 
Leon (Jake) Smi:I tzer·. 

The s iqns arc being hung at 
the three princiral entrances 
to the city: the grounds of · 

• t ·he Francis~an Reireat, th e 
~ew England · style Community 

Church and tho new West River 
' Park ' serving as . wooded set- · 
tings for the red, white ftnd 
bl u e signs, Th ey were given to the city by· American 
Bank and Trus t, Michigan Beef Co , , and by Millbrook 
Meadows, Inc . 

Founder's Day Ceremonies also kicked off OeWltt's 
B i-Centenn i al p lan ~ which will culminate with a 
week 16ng celeb ration the week of J~ly the Fou rt h , 
1976, Many plans ar~ under way to 'restore histori-
cal s_ltes in the area and to . make people in, OeWi.tt 
aware: of their heritage ._Jl'J 1976 we 1rdll be cel e bra­
t i n g : o u r 1 4 3 r d b I r t h d a y a s we I 1 a s, o u r co u n t r y ' s 
200th bi~thday. Those on the 81-C~nennlal Co~mis -
sion .' are Faye Hanson, Chairman; Eleanor Mc K inney, , 
Secretary; Ralph ~Joodruff, Orla McGuire, Marilyn 
C o i n.·, L a r r y A r b a n u s a n d T c d P owe I I , w I t h M a yo r M u r I 
Eastman as ex - officio member. - · 
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D~Witt- Yesterd~y and Today · 

This ls the 1918-19 class (10th grade) of DeWitt 
School. Sadie Trumble was the teacher. In tha Pic ­
ture ar e L1 la Glsenhaver Stampfly, El lzabeth Keck 
Richmond , Ella Baird Blizzard , Ruth Mo se s Draper, 
Letha Weismiller Parkhouse, Ha zel Lealand , He len 
Feightlln g , Lillie Lietzke Eddy ; Lucille Brya 
Calder, Berthia T i bbits Kl ayer, Lo i s We bb ~/el Iman , 
Edna FarrferDuBrlell, Adella Hammpnd Palme r, Hll·· 
dred Weismiller, Merrlta Newman , Lorna Cla rk Gi b­
son, Wilhelmina Easton Reed, Norma Calder, Rilla 
Newman,Cut l er, Neva Conwa~, Elsie Pa rks J one s, 
Daniel Klaver, Alvin Lo r en~, Ra lph Woodruff, Gor­
don Kuhnle, John Decker, Coleman No ble , La wrence 
Felghtllng, Clarence Watt, Lauritz Du nham, Don­
ovan Cutler, Al bert Doty , and Charles Ma nkey. 
Picture loane d by Bertha Kl ave~ ; · 
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DeWitt--.. ··v esterday and Today 
\ 

Looking east fr.om the main four corner~, 
picture taken sometime In the JO' s. Bulld­
)ng that Is now the Shingle Shack Is on the 
corner, The rest of the buildings on that 
side have been demolished with the except­
Ion of the building now used by O'Shaug hn- · 
es~ey as a bump . shop, On the oppo~lte cor- .· 
ner there Is a barricade around where th~·· 
Brook~s Dru~ Store stood, · 
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1929 DEWITT HONEYMOONERS, Mr. and Hrs. Hersha! Parks. 
Hrs. Parks was the former Marguerite Rohrer. Loaned 
to the llbra;.y by a friend of the Park ' s. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

. -
THE LIBRARY WILL BE SPONSORING Its Arts i Crafts Show 
Saturday. August 16 . In connection \-Jlth the Ox Roast. 
If you . live ln ·',the QeWltt Area and would like to enter 
call the library 669-3156 or stop In to see us. 
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DeWitt-.. Yesterday and Today 
·ily .. Faya ll11no" 

This ls the l927 first grade class of Delrlltt School, It includes 
Howa r d Courtland• Jean Newman, and ~helma ~os t er. How many others 
can you recognize? 

In last weeks article, the Information we received was incomplete. 
There were actually only 10 Of the students p i ctu r ed who were In 
the graduating class, They were: Ruth Moses Cr aper , Letha ,,.,els-
m I I I e r P ii r k ho u s e , Ha z e 1 L e a I a n d , L i I I T e L I e t.z I.: e E d d y , B e r t h a T i b -
bits Klaver, Gordon Kuhnle, John Decker, Cole~an Noble, Cl•rence 
Watt, and Albert Doty. 



DeWitt~; Yesterday ·and Today 
, •. 

ilr Fa ye Ha n son , .. 

Thi s advertisement calander was given to 
the 1 l bra ry by Ke n Coln, can anyone tel I us 
where the Jo~n D, Case Store was locat ed? 
Evidently It was a Groc e ry & Bakery a nd was 
In bus i'ness In DeWitt In t h e early 1900's, 

, I 



~ By Faye· Hanson .,...,_ 

The first roads through this part of MlchlgQ 
ran th~ough DeWitt, Th~ Grand River Trail fol lowed 
the north side of the Looking Glass River from Its 

- Junction with the Grand In Portland, lonla County, 
through southern Cl lnton County, through DeWitt 
village to Laingsburg, and contln~ed from there 
through Indian villages In Shiawassee, Genessee 
and Oakl'and Counties finally . connecting Clinto.n 
County with Pont.lac and Detroit, Another trail ' 
led through central Ctlnton frpm Maple Rapids to 
the present site of DeWitt cit~, then Scott's tav• 
ern, crossing the Grand River trail and the Looking 
Glass Rlver ··and. was · lost In Ingham Cou'nty, This 
was ,many years before Lansing came Into ex I stance, 
The Pontiac and Grand River road was one of . the 
most prominent of thes~ primitive hlghwaysJ This 
route lay from Pontiac . to Ion la and crossed Cl lnton 
County from Its eastern to western 1 lne, Its course 
ran as follows: from Pontiac westwai:-d In Oakland 
County to Hlllman 1 s Tavern In Ty~one Township of 
Livingston County, on through Shiawassee County 
striking Byron, Fremont, Hartwellvllle and Laings­
burg; Into Cl lnton through DeWitt and Wacousta te~­
mlnatlng by way of Portland in Lyons, Ionia County. 
Parts of this first road are Incorporated In Round 
Lak~ Road, This Is why It doesn't run In a straight 
line, When the road enters Shlawassee ·County It Is 
called the Grand River Trail, The Grand River Turn· 
pike (old U, S, 16 and Grand River through Lanslngf 
was not opened through Cl lo ton, Watertown and . Eagl-
Townshlps until 1854, · 

Judge Samual Dexter from New York State brought 
Ir ploneer1 to colonize the Dexter tract In Ionia 

_County and they passed through DeWitt In May, 1833, 
They went westward from DeWitt village and traveled 
In a northwesterly direction throu~h what Is now 
Riley, Bengal and Dallas townships on to Lyons, 
Is still called the Dexter Trail and may be tak 
from Pratt Road to Lyons If you would I Ike to ,: 
In the steps of early settlers of this area, --



DeWitt-- Yesterday _and Today 
' 

......_ B~ Faye Hanson -,..,,_ 

This ls the north side of Hain 
Street looking ·to ward the 1 i gh t . 
T he bu i I d i n g on ,.t he I e f t ha s been 
u s e d a s a re s i d e·n c e , I i b r a r y , t e I .­
e phone office, and is at present 
the ho me of t he Fami l y 9arbershop. 
The next building at vario~s times 
has housed Wood ' s Undertaking Par­
lor, a restaurant and bakery, U.S. 
Post Office, I ibrary and a beauty 
shop. It 1-,as torn do wn in 1968. 

.... • ... -­~- ••' 

The n ex t was Harry Moon's Groc­
e r y , it b urn ed with the next ;wo 
bu i- l d in gs in 1930, Next to Moon's 
i s S m i I e y ' s V a r i c t y S t o r e a n d· 
L ie tzke 1·s Grocery. Across the 
corner is . M. E. Towne's Groce r y 

, and Dry Goods Store, the build i n g 
no w houses the Sh in g le Shack. 

This photograph was tak en ear-
l y i n t h r s · c en t u r y a n d 1-1 a s g i v e n 
to the I rb r a r y by the I ate He I en 
Dills Stampfly, daughter of De\Ji tt 
pion~ers. 
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DeWitt-•· Yesterday and Today 
oy Faye Hanson 

OR. ANDREW N. PAQUET 
Andrew Norman Paquet, son of Mrs. Mary Paquet 

of 121 West Washington Street, received a Doctor 
of Philosophy degree In chemical engineering from 
Michigan State University last month. 

Andy was valedictorian of his 1969 DeWitt Hfgh 
School graduation class where he was president of 
the Student Council and a member of the National 
Honor Society, 

He was admitted to the M.S,U, Honors College 
as a Freshman, This college is open to students 
who attain a 3.5 (A ml~us) grade ~olnt average 
and are ranked In the top 5% of the M.S.U . stu­
dent body ." It gives Superior UnderQraduates an 
opportunity to develop Intellectually according 
to their own academic interests. 

He ~ompleted the work for his doctorate In 
five years and has been engaged by Dow Chemical 
Company of Mid l and as an Experimental Engineer, 
He and his wife• Janet. will reside In Midland. 
A I I t h e be s t fr om yo u r f r I e n d s I n :o e W, I t t • A n d y ! ., 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
~ i3y Faye Hanson ~ 

De W i t t ha s i t s own po e t I n t he p e r s o,n o f M r s , 
Pheba Sweet of 217 Scott .Street~ Mrs. Sweet is 
87 years young and . has always written poetry, She 
has re s i de d in DeWitt for 4 years, coming here ' 
fro m Delta Mills where she spent most of her mar­
ried life on a farm. She is doubly sweet as she 
has bee~ married twice an~ both t imes to men by 
the nam e of Swee t, - although they -were not brothers, 
Her daught.er, Mrs. Naomi Tenney, I Ives on West , 
Howe Road and her qranddaughters, Mrs. Mary Wood­
ruf f and Mrs, Jean Bl Izzard I ive In DeWitt. She 
often bahysits with her great grandchildren, lives 
alone and does her own housework. She still writes 
poetryr many times to comemmorate a friend's birth­
day or for o ther special oicasions. She has . had 
two volumes publ ls:1ed and the fol lowing poem is 
from a volume entitled "P.EMINISCENCES OF DAYS GONE 
By • II 

AT THE AUCT, I ON 
Today we went to the auction 
It's lots of fun you know 
There were mobs and mobs of folks there 
Though the wind was bitter cold, 

sat in the car and watched them 
As they mulled around the place 
Some hanging on to the youngsters 
Others carryin9 them from place to place, 

They lau g he d and seemed so happy 
Though occasionally some raindrops fell 
W h y co u 1 d n I t t he ,-10 r I d I n gen e r a I 

_Enjoy life quite so 1-1e1l7 

Happy Mother's Day, Mrs, Sweet, 
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THIS IS THE DEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA IN 1928. 
At that time the school only went through the 
tenth grade. The last two grades were added in 
1936, In the picture from left to right In the 
back row: Leader, Hrs. Booth, Francis Sibley, 
Francis Brainerd, John Reust, Francis Klaver, 

' Clyde Cassidy,------ Surratt, Max Ellwanger, 
Eleanor Smalley Brainerd. Front row: Donald For­
ward, Roy Shafley, Virginia Cutler Ackerman and 
Rhoda Reynolds Pierson. 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
~ oy Faye Hanson ....._ 

THE NOR T HEAST CORNER OF BR I DGE AND MAIN ST~EETS . 
This buil d in g did not bu rn in 1 930 when mos t of 
the do1-intown are a wen t up in flames. Horne r Br a­
zee had a b u s in e ss in this buil ding and later 
M. E. To wn e had a d r ygoods and g r ocery store 
he r e, I t now houses t he Sh i ng l e Shack and has 
just been remode led. Notice t he hitching rai l 
in f r o nt to tie horses to, a l so the st r eet li ght 
w ith DeWit t pain t ed on its base. 



DeWitt-· Yesterday and Today 
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On t-1ond~y. M~y 10th at the . DeWitt Middle School 
the DeWitt Lion',; Club will play DeWitt City Fire 
Dept. In a Bicentennial basketball game, ti me: 
7:30 P.1-1 • . Adults: $1.00, Students: 50~.The DeWitt 
Middle School chorus will sing at half tlmel n th e 
Bicentennial theme . Monies gained froM the game 
will be used for our July celebration. 

Monies from the Home Tour last fall are being 
used for 3 historic signs and the re~lacement of 
the -bronze tablet put up in the city in 19 13 by · 
the Clinton County Pioneer Society p rncl~i mi nq De­
Witt as the 1st permenent white settle~ent in the 
county. These will be dedicated on Friday, June ll. 

The Lion's Club has ~onated $100.00 for prizes, 
for the essay contest In the mi dd le and h i ~h school s 
on "What Heritage Means To Me" . 

0 n May 2 1 and 2 2 vie ,,, i l l be s e l 1 i n q woo de n n i ck~ 1 s 
p r i n t e d w I t h B i c en t e n n I a l , De W i t t , t• .'i c h I g a n 1 9 7 6 o n 
the back. We are offering $100.00 pri ze for the best 
float in t he parade on July 3rd, olu~ o ther parad~ 
prizes ; we have hired the Wulut ze r Ba nd Wanon to be 
in the parade and to play on the 9treet f 0 r the day 
and that is costing $200,00 , We a r e al;o offering 
prizes for J he Spo rts Night activities, So wh e n you 
are offered a wooden ni ckel on the 21s t or 22nd 
please give generously, All a c tivities offered the 
wee k o f · J u 1 y F o u r t h I n De W I t t w I 1 1 be f r·e e o f c h a r g e , 
There wll· I be a huge ~hurch service, Government Night, 
S po r t ' s N · I g h t , B I c en t en n i a I G-o n c e r t , Sen i o r C i t i z en s 
Night, a Bicentennial Ball on the tennis co urts an d 
a grand celebration on July 3rd. 

---- - -- -
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This Is East Main Street lfoklng from · the 
mijln corner toward u.s.27. The building with 
a belfry ls the DeWitt Township Hall where 
~II early g~vernment In the area was carried 
out. The desk from this building ls now In 
the library. Next Is Les Farrier's poolhall, 
then the Chevrolet Garage; then the tavern 
which burned several years ago1 the building 
on the end 1-s where Dr. Smith now has his . 
office. This picture was loaned to the lib­
rary by Don Reed. , . 
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DeWitt-• Yesterday and Today 

THIS IS A PHOTO OF H; ROHRER AND HELPER taken ear l y 
19 this century. They ~ere painters and decorators 
I n t he D-e'W I t t a r e a • P I c t u r e b e I o n g s to M ~ • a n d M r s , 
Burl Dieter . 
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THIS IS A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE OLD DEWITT CREAMERY 
that stood on the ·southwest ·corner of East Hain 
and Harket Streets. Florence Smith now has a home 
on that location. Picture loaned to the 1 lbrary 
by Zelma Green. 
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DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 

THIS IS A PICTURE OF THE SIXTH GRADE at DeWitt 
School in 1913-14. Included In the picture are: 
Lois Webb, Lilli e Lietzke. Dan Klaver. Kittle 
Caruss, Lulu Howe, Elsie Parks, Edna Farrier, 
Adelia Hammond, Agnes Caruss, Bertha Tebbits, 
Lil a h Geisenhaver, Beula1;1 Howe, Glenn 'Halterman, 
Alvin Lorenz. Lauritz Dunham, Doris Gall. The 
teacher was Blanche Lewis Cutler. Picture loaned 
to the library by . Bertha Klave r. 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and T0day 
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. THE OLD DEWITT MOTHER'S CLUB was organized in 
1913. They ·worked with mothers and children and / 
sometimes sewed for . nee~y mothers; at one time they 
made an enti~e layette. They also sponsored an 
annual teacher's reception• the first one held at 
th_~ ·home of Mrs. C, C, Woodruff. They als q_ presen­
ted a framed picture to the' High School. 

Th e. y s po n so r e d -a c i r c u I a t i n g I I b r a r y w h i c h w a s 
in the home of Caroline Smith for two years, (Thi,s 
was, the forerunner of the · present DeWitt Pub I ic Li­
brary w h i ch wa .s . est ab l I shed in l 9 3 4 by th i s c I u b 
which was then called the DeWitt Civic Club). 

They joined the Federated Women's- Club of Cl in­
ton County and entertained them at the old Metho-
dist Church. ' 

· The club was discontinued in April, 1917, be­
cause of the war, Members voted unanimous l y to 
disband and become members of the DeWitt Red Cross. 
They turned their treasury of $14 . 00 over to the 
Red Cross, Jhey had one more formal m~etlng when 
they decided to sponsor a teacher's reception at 
the home of Mrs. McLouth , 

Near spring of 1919 several members met at the 
home of Mrs. Viola Thompson to talk about reorgan­
izing the Club. In two weeks they met at the h-ome 
of Mrs. Grace Coon where they reorganized and _el­
ected office.rs. After much discussion It was de­
cided to call this Club the DeWitt Womaen's Club. 
It was later called the DeWitt Clvi~ Club and went 
out of existance during World War Two, 

In 1934 Mrs. Mildred Carris, with the help of 
this club • establl5hed the DeWitt Public Library, 
It had many home5 , the only one surviving Is the 
Family Barber Sho~, until Mrs. Gerda Rogerson g~ve , 
the land that the l lbrary now stands on to be:Jsed 
for a Pub I ic Library, . .. 
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THIS IS THE ~ESIDENCE at 125 Scott Street. This card was 
se nt .to Mrs. s: A. Stewart, Little Fall s, Minn . , August 14, 
1911 by L a ura \Jilli ams who lived in the hou s e, · Notice the 
o l d Cl in ton House- in the backg round and the windmi i 1 that 
r r o v i de d w a t e r f o r i t • Th i s , p i c t u r e ·v1 a s I o a n e d to t he 
1 ibrary by Eleanor McKinney. 
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HAIL CARRIERS: LEW DRAKE, CHARLIE 
REYNOLDS, CARL VanFLEET. POSTMASTER 
F. HAZEL AND . CARRIER LEVI S. SIDLEY 

~ LE~ DRAKE AND C. ~EYNOLDS LOADING THEIR HAIL TRUCK 

POSTMASTER FRED HAZEL AND WIFE BLANCHE IN FRONT OF 
POS T OFFICE AND DEPOT 

THI.S IS HOW THE MAIL WA S CARRIED IN THE 1920 1 s. 
The depot o n Franklin St r eet wa s also the Post 
Q '" H_a_?P. 1 w~c; t-ho ,... ,,,..,.. _ 
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). __ LEIJ DRAKE AND c. _ REYNOLDS LOADING TH EIR HAIL TRUCK 

POSTMASTER FRED HAZEL AND WIFE BLANCHE IN FRONT OF 
POST OFFICE AND DEPOT 

THI-S IS HOW THE HAIL WAS CARRIED IN THE 1920's. 
The depot on Franklin Street was also the Post 
Office fo r many years. Fred Hazel was the post­
master as sisted by his wife, Blanche. Their home 
was at 113 Wilson Street, now owned by their 
granddaughter, Virginia Ackerman. 

Rur a l mai I carri e rs were Lew Drake·, Chari ie 
Re ynold s, Carl Vanfl ee t a nd Levi Sibley •. They 
gathered each morning at the depot to load up 
th e ir ~ode! T trucks and cars to carry mail into 
th e countryside around DeW i tt, often the roads 
were almost impo ss ible. 



De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
......_ -.J y ci.lye il.i n so n ~ 

CUB SCOUTS OF EIGHTEEN YEARS AGO at an outing 
at Alward Lake, From left to right: Gary Hanson, 
Bill Wedel, Mike Couzzens, Eugene Norris, Paul 
Phillips, Dick Overholt and Bob Bissell. Their 
Den Mother was Gerry Ph 111 i ps, 
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THIS IS A TEACHING CERTIFICATE issued to Miss 
Josie Holmes in January. 1881. Miss Holmes was 
in charge of intermediate education for DeWitt 
School from 1870 until the turn of the century. / 
Can you imagine teachers of today standing still 
for a phrase in their contract reading "of good 
mo r a I c. ha r 9 c t e r 11 7 

In 1880 the DeWitt School District (all of De­
Witt Township) was divided into one fra~tional and 
five whole districts (DeWitt, Hurd, Lott, Gladden, 
Gunnisonville and the sixth dfs trict escapes me ) 
with the follo win9 board of directo rs: Robert Mc ­
Conkey, Ja mes Hath, A, A. Woodruff, Chri'stian 
Kraus, A. S. Weste a nd Edgar Hurd, The valu e of 
school property in DeWitt Townsh-ip at that ti me 
was $11,900, embracing one brick and five frame 
buildings, Three male an~ eleven female teachers 
were em ployed, 32 6 scholars •resided within the 
township. 

The . certificate was given to the I lbrary by 
Helen Kraas, daughter of the late Merle Walker 
Burns, daughter of early DeWitt pioneers. 


