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These are two postcards that were seQt 

from DeWitt before World. War One and sh.ow 

the type _ ~f cards that were in vogue at 

that time, The cards were loaned to us by 

Mr, and Mrs. Burl Dieter. 
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THE FORD GARAGE on the northeast corner ~f Bridge 
and Washinqton Streets, the last owner L. J. (Pete) 
Griswold, Terranova's Thriftway now occupies the 
buildinq, P i cture 0iven to the I ibrary by Joyc e 
Ca ry Miller. · 



· DeWitt-· Yesterday and Today 
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HERE IS A PIIOTOGR/\Pll OF CHRISTINE BtRTliA OYER v,ho 
was born in 1908 and orew up in De '.l itt ~ Her home 
was at 206 East Dill c1nd is no 1-1 own.ed bv ~lilliam 
O. Ri~e. She married a pharmacist b~ th~ njrnC of 
Dere and they. I ived at 610 De~/itt P.oad, Af ter he 
JJcJ she married a man 
now - lives in Lan s in(l. 
years of age , Picture 
Mrs. Carl Gr_ino 'ld. 

hy the name of Deatsma,and 
In this picture she is 5 
I o an e d. t- o t he I i b r a r y by 
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LOOK I NG FROM ACROSS THE RIVER TOWARD DEWITT - Thi s 
spot is in the v i ci ni ty of ,,h ere P.;_ilnh \o!oodruff's 
hou se now stands and shows the old school which 
burned in 1936 and the hotel, ''The Clinton Hous e '' 
wh i ch burned with .half of the busine ss district in 
1~30 , Picture t~ke n by the lat e Bert Hoon and 
l n~ned to the I ibra ry by Eleanor McKinney. 
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ily Faye Hanson 

Ttn S IS A CL I PP I NG FROM A~ 1891 PAPER: Wednesday 
May 22, about 75 friends and neighbors of Mrs. 
Levina Simmons cal led at 1 her home in Riley (house 
still stancjing on the corner or Airport and Chad-

. wick Roads) to cel~brate her eighty fourth birth• 
day, · and though it 1~as not a surprise party, It 
was really surprising to see a lady of her age 
with the apparent health and vigor of half her 
number of years. Her first home In 'cl In ton County 
was on the farm where she now resides and where 
she has been a continuous resident for fifty-three 
years. (She and he•r husband , Atwell~ were · the·' first 
settlers In Riley Township) . A nice ro~ker was pre• 
sented as a token of friendship; also a silk hand­
kerchief and a shoulder shawl by Seth H~nt and lady 
of St , Johns, other handerchiefs by friends , an ap• 
ron by Mrs. Cook (her daughter) and some very beau­
tiful lace by Mrs, Ida Knapp. Music and dancing, In 
which Mrs. Simmons joined, helped to pa~s away the 
afternoon which al I declared, had gone too soon. As 
usual a bountiful repast was · provlded and partaken 
of with relish after wh i ch a l l returned to their 
homes, hoping to meet again on her next birthday . 

Direct descendants of Mrs. S i mmons 1Jv l ng In the 
DeWitt area now are Nel l Cutler, Gerald Pike, Martha 
Reed and Bonnie Ward. - Clipping loaned _by Mr~ and 
11\rs. Burl Dieter and photograph from my collection 
purchased from the late Maud Cutler ' Estate, 
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· Clin1on Co. l-".1 ir, ST. JOHNS, MICH. ~ 

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN IN FR~NT OF THE GRANDSTAND 
at the old Fair Grounds just south of St. Johns 
about 1909. This land was p-urchased by . t,h·e Cl In-
ton County Agriculture and Hortlcul't\if.e Society 
in 1865 .tor a Fair Ground .and encompas·sep 15 
acres. There was a trotting course. a floral 
hall. an agriculture hal I, a grand stand 1and din-
ing hall, Everyone In the county attended the 
annual fair and many .exhibited live stock and 
produce, This picture was loaned to the I lbrary 
by Mr, and Mrs. Burl Dieter. 
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THIS IS A PICTURE OF Bernice Minier, Kenneth Reed, 
Lulu Mae Rice and Stanley Lennaman In front of the 
old Reed's Grocery Store which stood where Terra­

va. 'sparking lot Is. Probably taken during Worid 
r 11 because the s lgn on the window says "Soap 

I i m it" and soap was hard to come by dur Ing the 
r, - Picture loaned to the library by Lulu Rice. 
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PICTU RE OF THE DEWITT MASONIC TEMPLE taken 40 or 
50 years ago. Thl s building was r ecently remode l ed 
and Is still In use by DeWi tt Lodge #2 72 F & AM 
;:ind DeWitt Chapte r #30 Order o f Eastern Star • . The 
shrubbery Is now go ne and part of the l awn ls used 
fo r park i ng for American Bank & Trust. P i ct u re 
loaned by Don Reed. 
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, DEWITT BUSINESS 
DISTRICT PERllffi 

BY $22,000 lltAZE 

8y Fevil H.anaon 

l<'irst Methodist Church/ damaged adjacent bulldl~ . ....i-
n d G li 11 D lhroatened tho outlre bu•lne._. 
,nze , , ~-ange a . nm- ! ·,11su·lct early Saturd~y evening. 
n~cd Satutday Night , 'flie bl••e started lro111 nn over-

heated (urnacu tn the bu.at<m.ent 
t n,- 'l'h,- Uolt"•~ 1•...--l ; ot tho church, _It waa Lelle11et! 

l)J:\\' l'l'T, .\tr.,ch 1 •. -Lo•••• ot_ ~rondny. ·n,e !Ire "'°" rtl•covcred , 
more tlmu $2~.PQ0 were c11ll1untoo. liilorlly 1111cr G p. m. Bulurduy 
)louc\.:y 10 hnru r c11uhed rrom ft'] and 1>eWl1.1 !iru 1pt)llcn1u~ re- : 
lire \\ lilch to tally dc•troye,t the I ,pon,kd.. llefol'O tho del)!IJllDent 

• . 1 1. a nd u volunt~er bueJcet brlgnda 
1' lrsl ) lclholll~t chul ch or DcWltl, could swh,s Iulo actlou a attong • --::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::._·::::::::::::::::;:-__ ;... ~-1 sour h w llld ha<.l ta a aetl the tlarnes 

I ,~ ••~ .lJe)UUd control. Fl1u truckf:I trorn 

I D W•tt Ch ch B d Sl. Johns an<! Lauslng res(londe<I e I , ur ume 10 uwculs for aid uu,J succeeded 

!.-------------- -------------- ~:n ::.a\'lnH' i:.ui-roundlng lrnllUlnga . . \bouL ~J.000 da111~1go 10 tlu.• 
, (Jra11,~o hull, n{·:<l door·· lo · lhe 
~,-hurcl1, w,u cslln1111cd whll~ 
·~pi.ll'k$ cnnlcd by the wind igllited 
1 ho root Qt I ho hon it, ot ean Vnn• 

_ F'l ec1, R s!HJJ't • distance away. 
:-i1,arli:s also lgnitetl ·the roor ot a 
uarn oclouglnt: to W ill is lllcLostel' 

. nl•ar tlJ~ sccue ot the blaze. 
'!'ht: cl,urclt. n brick ,·enecr 

~; trm;I ure inon, t1rnn 30 yeu.n1 old, 
. \\'a:i burnctl to th12 snnrn.d. Purol• 

I uro uud cqul lH.Uent wct'e totally 
tles lroycd. 

Afte1· the various blazeij had 
hol!n c~xttngul:ihell tt sn1ull builc.i• 
1ng In the rem· ot tho Gr11n1:e 
h;lll hlll'!il into fluU)e!i. J:jt,rlOUB 

danHH;o from tills blaze WI\S pre· l 
n . .-nlcd Ly David Dabcocl<, wlio 
:;tn~k•!nmac-u succec.Ued lu tmlting 
ou i llie fire-. I 

'l' he lh:\Vltt fire de1iarlmeni, 
uwlt:r Lllrf•l"Lion or FrR-L1k T ocld, 
l1e11t " \ li;il ovPr t ile rulo6 unl ll 
lalo SaLunlay night tu l)rCVMl 
(lll'lllt?i- outbn:nl,s. 

t BP.-ch,1 10 'fhr. l'\t,,i,,, .,;>.,.•·~ .. ,: ,rnhl!dulo tor Saturda.y nJght.. .). rt- No ulan!:J fo1· rcliuthling tl1c 
1.)~\VIT"l.'. Man:h 1:!-'fllo Do"'"'ltt or ::itu.rlin,; thu flre, ho lett i h u thui-ch have been rnado u.s Yl!l. 

M.f:lhOdls.l l~p\jcopal church W8.!s b uilding ar,d the blu:t.o Whtt not dh:1,- Ht:V'. \V. C. COltlrc.an. pasl.Or, trn.W 
totally def,l ro yL-d nnJ 1.11c Grau&e coverr:1l uiull It lu1.tl 1-;ained n litflrt Slmclay. 'l'llo lOb!i wa;:J 1md.ialty 

• h,dl wa:-t batlly e1.a11w1,c::a by rlomc::i t ha.t pc:irltNl lh& bulld l11g t.l~sp\t e coverctl hy Insurance. Scnd.;cs 

~ .. ~::~n!ri,~~~t1~~:11:;~~t~~~~~F:~ ;.i:~ .. \Vt::.~.:~:1~~. '!•,.;~i~~"~:i~:~·~~~,,1~~ '.:::;rol'•,';11,t~i::~1·~.~'.~~·- 11:,::IU~~ .. :::: 
)\Ort h from the rhurch lr)lo H. ll lll\l- ~~~~\~ ~

1
~

1
~\·a~~tl~i.~

1 J:~10.tl\~ee;:!~.J!QOU nu pl bit. ( htll'Ch St.Hldlty 1tl~ht. lJl-
1 1,1•r or reeltlP, tH)t'" ,u1o..l t\hlv1l th,, J't

1 dor:, ur lhe 1·1111w1I church r1lnn 
, 11 ., 1uo n 111 ~~\'lPf:[ l'~'~ uf thA 'l'\llrl~ . l a llh@ (I( oli-e t1ilca.ln we,re 111 11!"'~1 ,,u1l,• 1h19 W~Ph , Ul' OUtil• 
Urongc hall. \ 1-lliutJ lo ( l,ihllnA7 lhC f.'llllff.;ll lllo.'1.6, f llb ,tu iJolclHlHl l. 

'l'ho tlrt~ et!l.rtccl Jn an uncx- an~u•,~d•a''y'G' ~a,,,':n10,,t/h:~_u,~ncno•~ewh:~1•,J . . 
, r11atned rnann-er tn Lhc church a .., , ... o O 

.. 

sh.>rl tlme t\.!ter tho janitor ot the held in iho .8::ipll:it <:hurch by lh<6l 
buUdfng ha{I buflL ur, u (ll-o Lo heut conk,:rC-gallon Jett without a church. 

lll6 Uul1dln,; ror=.;.:".:;h;;o,:,lr:__.::il:.•·":.C:.t;le:.·•~··.,...h.:..Y-::'=h=•="='="=· ===·=====··:::-.:.· -::.'..-~=="---""--"--..:::==== ...,......... ,~ 
\ . 

HO\V FIRE LEFT DEWITT METHODIST CHURCH 

- l ' h1, lo h)' ),'n,"( f'h1d u Sl·rvl,:,, 
}'J'hc (ul'nact", 1hot1gld lo ho th:~ cause or lh1• :~::11,tlflll Ul.1,:1•, I:'= }:hcw:-:1 lllllhl tho dubd::; ot the t);l!,i.CU.lt.'\JI 

\\lllc:h \\:t:'> ;ill 1.h:it r .. m;iiuP(\ ,1r I.Im 1-' i n-;I _''.,:,nn,\i,, 1·!;,:1·,·!1 of 1>(': \\i!l after tht~ ll,\1i1•ia l\nlKIH·d 11,,·11· worl,: 
( . . ~ .. 
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WEST MilN STREET• PEWITT• NORTH SIDE sho wing Harry 
. Moon' .s Grocery (now Olde Country Ca terer's).;_ the 
Post Office. now torn down, and the telephone of f ice 
now the Family Barbershop. Picture taken by Mark 
Norris probably In 193 1 as Moon's· Store has be e n r e­
built after the big fire of October. 1930 and the 
t wo • e n d I o t s a r e s t I I I v a c a n t • P c t u r e I o a n e d b y 
Don Reed. 
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Northwest corner of Br idge and . Main before 
the fire , showing E.E . Lankcon's Grocery, 
Smi1ey 's Variety Store, Harry Moon's G~ocery , 
the Pos t Office and T~lephone Office. Picture 
taken in the 20's. The first 3 buildings bu r n ­
ed In the fire, The Post Office was torn down 
In 1969, The Telephqne Office st i ll stan ds and 
hous es The Family Barber Shop. 
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A snapshot taken in the . 1920 1 s looking 
down ~est Hain Street on a cold winter 

' ll . 
morning with unbroken snow covering the 
street. The picture was taken by the late 
Mark Norris and shows Del la Cowan 1 s hou~e 
on thp right and · t~e house that stood on 
the lot now owned by the ·te .le1>hone comp~ 
any, i 

/ • - • .I-
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