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DeWitt-• Yesterday and Today 
~ By Faye Hanson ~ 

On Wednesday night, October 22, 1930 one of the most popular 
stopping places between Detroit and Grand -Rapids burned. The 
Cl lnton House, considered an eminent and popular hotel In Its day, 
had been one of the outstanding landmarks In Central Michigan for 
nearly a century~ It stood on the southwest corner of Bridge ·and 
Hain Streets. 

Construction was begun In l839 by Captain David . Scott who with 
his family was the first permanent white settler to locate In 
Cl lnton County, It, was compl~ted In 1841 and was 44 by 64 feet, 
three stories high with 35 rooms, besides · hallways, closets and a 
ballroom o~ the third floor. The sleeping rooms were ~nusually 
large and many of them would accommodate at least three beds. 
However often travelers were obi lged to sleep· on the floor of the 
ballroom due to the shortage of lodglng facllltles when Circuit 
Court or the Board of Supervisors was In sesslon 1 DeWitt was coun­
ty seat unt 11 1857 when It was moved to St. Johns. 

The huge sills, beams, plates and great timbers In the massive 
roof, with four gables extending from the corners were hewn from 
the finest oak and black walnut ; The ~ork was done by a man named 
Gerry, a sailor, who worked on the timber In the winter and on 
the Great Lakes In the summer. 

Smaller timbers were sawed In a mlll on t~e outskirts of the 
village, while the siding and flnl _shed lumber was drawn from Flint. 
The construction of the building was so sound that It was stlll In 
a good state of preservation prior to the fire. 

The old tavern was considered the finest between Detroit and 
Grand Rapids and had housed the notables/· o.f the state• Including 
Zach Chandler and many Michigan governors. It was In this hotel 
that government officials, transporting money from land offices at 
Grand R~plds aQd Ionia to Oe~rolt, stopped for the night. The money 
was p·Jaced In -boxes and stored In the bar roQ.m and guarded by sol­
diers. 

From the time It was completed until the county seat was moved 
to St ~ Johns, the Circuit Court was held, and the Board of Super­
visors convened, In the ballroom. 

It was the social center -of the t o wn and the scene of many oy-



On Wednesday night, October 22, 1930 one of the most popular 
stopping places between Detroit and Grand - Rapids burned. The 
CJ lnton House, considered an eminent. and popular hotel In Its day, 
had been one of the outstanding landmarks In Central Michigan for 
nearly a century~ It stood on the southwest corner of Bridge "and 
Main Streets. 

Construction was begun In 1839 by Captain David Scott who with 
his family was the first permanent white settler t~ locate In 
Clinton County. It was completed In 1841 and was 44 by 64 feet, 
th.ree stories high. with 35 rooms, besides hallways, closets and a 
ballroom on the third floor. The sleepl~g rooms were ~nusually 
large and ~any of them would accommodate at least three beds . 
However often travelers were obi lged to sleep on the flo~r of the 
ballroom due to the shortage of lodging facilities when Circuit 
Court or the Board of Supervisors was In session, DeWitt was coun­
ty seat until 1857 when It was moved to St. Johns. 

The huge sills, beams, plates and great timbers In the massive 
roof, with four gables extending from the corners were hewn from 
the finest oak and black walnut; The ~ork was done by a man named 
Gerry, a sallori who wrirked on the timber In the winter and on 
the Great Lakes In the summer. 

Smaller timbers were sawed In a mill on t .he ou'tsklrts of the 
village, while the siding and Finl.shed lumber was drawn from flint. 
The construction of the bulldlng was so sound that It was st Ill In 
a good state of preservation prior to the fire. _ 

The old t3vern was considered the finest between Detroit and 
Grand Rapids and had housed the notables~ of the state, Including 
Zach Chandler and many Mlchlg~n governors. It was In this hotel 
that government officials, transporting money from land offices at 
Grand Rapids apd lonla to De~rolt, stopped for the night. The money 
was p·laced In ·boxes and stored In the bar roa.m and guarded by sol­
diers. 

From the time It was completed until the county seat was moved 
to St ~ Johns, the Circuit Court was held, and the Board of Super­
visors convened, In the bal I room. 

It was the social center -0f the town and the scene of many oy­
ster suppers, th~s was really a nifty dish In olden days and no 
supper was complete without oysters. Crackling fires in the hotel's 
fireplaces made cozy Its Interior for Lansing merry makers after a 
sleigh ride to DeWitt .' Babies taken along were laid.out In rows on 
the beds on the second floor and slept through all the fiddling and 
noise. 

Fol1ow1ng the Clvl1 War the Tavern was very popular and It was 
considered the proper thing to patronize the parties and social 
gatherings In the old hotel. The late Josephine Pearce Tucker told 
me they took a change of clothes and at m!dnlght the ladies changed 
their costume In the rooms on · the second _floor~ Lively rigs were in 
demand during the winter months and sleigh loads of Lansing resi­
dents made the trip to DeWitt to eat and dance In the hotel. I: was 
an 1¼ hour ride In the cold both ways. 

The Clinton House lost part of Its popularity wllen Lansing's 
first hotel was built after th~ State Capitol was m~ved there from 
Detroit. However It contlnued as a popular lodglng house and was 
DeWltt's community center, until the advent of the automobile. 
Fast transportation and rapid growth of Lanslng and Flint soon 
left DeWitt off the main hlghways of travel and the old Cl lnton 
House became a losing proposition. In Its last years only the 
fl rst floor was used as a pool room and barbershop. At. the .t lm-e of 
·the f I re negot I at Ions were underway to se I 1 It to Henry Ford be­
ca use of Its historic value. 

THE ADVERTISER, Thursday, Apr. 18, 1974 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
......._ By Faye Hanson ~ 

THE EARL TUC~ER SLAUGHTER HOUSE which was located 
on Turner Road on the farm owned In recent years 
by De l Rose and now in the hands of a group of men 
liho hope to turn It into a golf course-. It is still 
referr ed. to by residents of long standing as "Bone 
Hill", . This picture was loaned to the library by 
Arnold Tuc ke r, who grew up in DeWitt and is the 
descendant qf early DeWitt pionee~s. He now resides j 
in Grayling, 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
6/; :f-. / 7<-I-

~ By Faye_ Hanson ........_ 

THE FIRST TOWNSHIP IN CLINTON COUNTY ~O BE GIVEN 
AN ORGANIZAT10N WAS THAT OF DEWITT. The act of the 
legislature, approved March 23, 1836, provided that 
the county ·of Cl In ton "be and the same hereby Is, set 
off and organized Into a separate township by th~ 
name of DeWitt, and the first township m~eting there ­
In sha.ll be held at the dwelling house of David Scott 
in said township . " David Scott had come to this area 
with his family in October 1833. 

in 1837 the township of DeWitt as then existing, 
was divided along the line of the center, and a new 
township on the ~est one half and cal led Watertown, 
the first township meeting was held in the house of 
Anthony Niles i n said township. 

The next subdivision occured In 1838 when the 
north half of Watertown was set apart and called Wan­
daugon and the first meeting was held at the home of 
George Campau . People dissatisfied with the Indian 
name later changed It to Lebanon. 

At the time the County of Clinton received Its 
final organization in 1839 there were but three town­
ships, DeWitt comprised the eastern half, Watertown 
comprised of the present township and what ts now 
Eagle, Westphalia and Riley townships, and Wandaugon 
the rest • 

Ta~en from "Cl lnton County, Michigan" by Oabol l, 
19106. 



De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
......_ By Faye Hanson ......._ 

CELEBRATION 
-- ~'r- -· 

DEWITT 
'th o Patriotic citiY-ena ·01 lleWitt and Yicinity hav11 d l\ci,\c,\ t•> l'itrlidpatt- in a 

Genuine Old-fashioned .Fourth of July, 0 11 

SATURilA Y, JULY 3r,, 1886 
And lo which c1·cryonc is cordially invited. 

·- --------- . 

MUSIC BY THE DEWITT CORNET BAND 
onATOH OF nu: D,\ y : 

Mrs. Martha Stritkland of St. John~ 
PkESIJ)l•'.t\ '1' 1)F '1'111•: UA Y : 

SENATOR 0. C. PENNELL OF DEWITT 
Y lCE-l'ltESIDENT~ : 

lion. Jolin }'ellewa, St. Jollns; llon. J. F. Clemons, 
B1Lth; Hon. ,lames W. R,mdall, Wacousta; 

lion. Sicl. }~dson, .North Lnnsiug; Uon. 
nr. Geo. W. 'l1oooin~. DcWcwitt. -I 

___ ___:------~------ - - - -
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C HAl'LAl:-i : 

J .Al.VIES l.VI. 
. .. . - ·-- -

MARSHAL OF THE DAY : 

C.A..:.:>T. E. :EIEI>ELL. 
A~f-l~T:\.KT MAI:SHAJ.<; : 

Chasi Walker and Chas. Andrus, Wacousta 
Cnptn.in of l'usifecrs::)u1:ni-(}ar,lncr .·· -·-·-­

Cn1>tiiin of Cow Boys--'· llntfallo ;J oc" Stiekl<'s. 

NATIONAL SALUTE AT SUNRISE 
T.ine of ~l:ird, furm :tt. 10::;n .,. '.'-1 ., thence to (ianlner fin,,· .. wl1t.•r<.· t ht' f111l11 y,,·jn~ 
. prc1gr:im will b<! cnrr1ed 011t: ' 

1. Mn~ic by tl11\ C,111,l. · f.i :ltnsil- Lr tl ,t: J:,wd. 
4') \\'ckomt~ Addt·~~~ hy tl1,~ t'rt•!-'i\l('nl . '. ,: •>ration. 
.,. !-;inJ?in:: lw the <~lee Club. ; 8 f.:inuinu 1,1. tl,P <ai~,~ 1·111 11 • 

4. l'raycr b,; the, Ch~plnin. ; ' · " " '-
.:;_ Reading hl'darnlion of I n tkp,..nilt•nt·c: :1. lt{uslc h_,. ll1r f: :t n,1. 

A FTl•: lt:-.c ,o:-,; J-:XEHC:ll:'I•::- : 
J::lO 1•. ~1.- Uran<l f'arn<lc hy the h18ilccrs an<l Wild W ,••t < ',>w g,.ys, 1111,h-r ,li-

rertion of Capt. ~1. 1;ardner Hnll" t:uffal<> .Joe'" ~ti,·kle~; 1:--l pl"iz,: ~:~. ~1l ~:!. !:J ~I 
:?:00 r. )1.-\\"he<lll.>tlrro w 1:,.,•(' : !fit prize$:!, '.l,J ~I . 
2:::0 r. ~t.- Snck H:u~c ; 1st prhe $:!, '.!J ~I. 
:t:00 I'. n,-E:::g Hnr.c : J~t pri7.l' $1, :!ti the t'J!J.:""· 
:1:30 r. 11.-Catchini: the \\'il<l "'c, t l'i~ ; rnln,,,J .11 ;,_·, . 

~:00 , .. ,r.- Glas.s BRll Shoot: ~hake l'>lll'Sl'. 

4::;o r . ,1.- H11nning lln{~e; .~ mile; 01,c-n tun.11: lw:-;t hn, in thrtt' ; 1nt 111,ltlt·y ~1;, 
'.?<l S~. 3d $:!. Four to enter. Enlranrn fee r, p,·r c1·11t. 

5:00 , .. ~1.- Trt>llini: 11nd l'aduii Hnc:c; (•)'en t" all. ~iauk,• purse . 
.5:-40 1·. ~.- too ynrd Foot I:ar.r; Or<·n to 111!; 1,p-.:t two in t lirce ; L-;l $.;, !?d $:;, 

::<l $:!. Entrance f,'<l;, pn cent. 
tl:30 1·. ,r.- Great ~ !tam lhttle 1,,,twt!t·n 1111, Fu,ilt-r~ anti (.',,w P.oys - ·a , p('<:i!\l 

attraction and well worth Rooi "ll• 
Anyone ta\cin,: p1ul iu th(• ttpnrts will r~p,,rt to llH· ~t•i·n•tary 011 1,r l,cr,,r(' July 

:ld, an,\ tlill e11tr~nl't' fo,, iu th•· 11 ,,rnc nntl Foot 1:nrra 0111st Ill• paitl lwf•,rc startiui; 
iu race. 

('I >~I ~I ITT!~~-: : 
1•:i,c p1•11 tin· •. 1 ~f'o. 1: !---i111n111n!'t, ;\t, T . \\·001lr11tr, A . :"lartt11,nl, A. l!utHP , 

!:'ports- Mark Pcnn1·tl, 8. Moun. F. JI. Buller. 

H,>wt"ry <lf\nt'C' 1,oth aftt"rnoo n f\nd (· ,·t•ning. (;no1l 11c•1·om mrnlatio ns nn,1 plenty 
nf re.fr1>~hm1:~ll! ut the Clint_o'.' llo\ls<', ~1~,, nt Bc•:nctt', I;_ . .\_. J:: h :'.)'- . c irnn<l opt•n· 
in~ b&ll nt Chnl11n Tl ,,n~r I• rt,lay (•1·en111~, .July 2. .\ r1.inhHl tll\ 1!;1!11111 rxtrmlc.t 
tn a ll. 

~s MclOUTH,Treas~------·~----· - ___ M._S. _OSGO-oo, ·sec: I 
kepub ica11 :--wam l'rint, t;t. o M, 

THIS IS HOW THE FOURTH OF JULY WAS CELEBRATED · 
· IN DEWITT 88 YEARS AGO. THE NAMES OF WODURUFF. 

~,, MOON AND PENNELL ARE STILL TO BE FOUND IN DEWITT, 

a-sday, Jul~ 4, 1974 



THE ADVERTlSER, Thursday, July 11, 1974 

DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
~ ay Faye Hanson , ~ 

THIS POSTCARD SHOWING THE BRIDGE OVER THE LOOKING 
GLASS RIVER IN DEWITT was sent by Ella Trusdell 
from DeWitt to Mrs. Ella Brinkerhoff who was win ­
tering In Miami, Florida, It Is dated February 12, 
l 91 7. 
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DeWitt~~ Yesterday and Today 
......._ t!y Faye Hanson ~ 

THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF BR I DGE AND MAIN ST~EETS. 
This buildin9 d i d not burn in 1930 when mos t of 
the downtown a r ea we nt up in f l ames. Homer Bra ­
zee had a bu s i ness in this 'building and l ater 
M. E. Towne had a d ry goods and g r ocery stor~ 
here, It now houses the Shing l e Shack and has 
just been remodeled. Notice the hitch in g ra il 
in front to tie horses to, a l so the st r eet li gh t 
\~ i th DeWitt painted on its base . 



..-----..,_ 

--oeWitt---Yesterday and Today 
· By Fa Hanson "ir/ 1.,,.~/7<,1 

;• .' . 

THESE ARE FIFTH GRADERS In the DeWitt School In , 
1958-1959. Front Row:*******• Jeane! Roberts. Jan 
Hanson, Laura Carrigan, Chuck Flynn, Pam Uschuk, 
***1"H*, Lin\ia Salemka. Second Row: LeRoy Church· 
hill,*******• David Parkhouse, Kay Olsen, Eric 
Cox. Barbara Wilcox Dienis, Jim Schavey. Thirq 
Row: Jamie Martlmuccl Dunkle. Terry Lattimore, 
Anita Bancroft. faul Dinsthier, Dale Lee, Ruth 
Ross. Dick Coln and Elizabeth Kowalk . Fourth Row: 
Greg Piercei Norma Suiter. *~*****, Darotha Rose­
crans (teacher), *******, Sandra Egleston Wilcox, 
Dwight Devereaux. Top Row : '~*,t-~t'*.*• Bill White, 
Roy Perry and ,Chuck P lerce. (*t,,hH,** ~ames no .. t known) 



DeWitt----Yesterday and Today 
i3 y Fa ye Han son THE ADVERTISER 

, ThU!t"sday, Sept. 5, 1~74 

TWO VIEWS OF THE INTERIOR OF THE TUCK ER STORE ahout 
1928 - 29, This buildin g novi houses the Shin<ile 
Shack, In one Fred Tucker is talking to a salesman 
with Theodore Rohrer standing in the bac k(J ro.u nd. 
They sold groceries and drygoods . Pictures loaned 
to 1 ibrary by Arnold Tucker . 



DeWitt--· Yesterday and Today 
oy Faye Hanson 9/1 z. I 7<{ 
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THE BROWN SCHOOL, 1938 - T~J~ ~ountry school on 
the corner of DeWitt and c~r'"')oads is now 
closed and the children attend St. Johns Schools. 
In the back row, left to rig h t: James Gardner, 
Rex Burgess, Ray Kimball, Bud, Parks, Howard Sib­
ley and John Kimball. Second row: Edith Onley, 
Gladys Clark, Miss Taber (teacher), Arlene Mag­
sig, Jean Miller, Geraldine Onley, Anna Onley, 
Ruth Burgess, Marjorie Miller. Front row: Bob 
Gardner, Walter Clark, Roymane McClure and Junior 
Ha g s i g • P i c t u r e I o a n e d to t he I i b r a r y -by Ro be r t 
Bowling. 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
ey Faye Hanson 

OEYITT ROYAL NEICHBOR 1 S LOOCE CAMP #432 early In 
this century, This lodge met in the building now 
ho us in g Keck ' s App I i an c e Store • 

In the back row: Blanche VanDyke, Belle Knapp, 
Hazel Ferrier, Nina Yanz, Martha Blizzard, Mattie 
Spayde

1 
Mary Smally, Edith Wagner, Kate Gillett 

and Francis Mann. 
Seated: Hannah Stanton, Minnie Staub, Ida Mae 

Norris, Grace Hammond, Mat le IStaub and Lottie 
Martzke. ~ 

Picture taken on th~ northeast corner of Frank­
l in and East Main Streets in front of building 
owned by Dr . Fred Smith. Picture loaned to the 
library by Matie Staub, 



THE ADVERTISER 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 1974 

DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
i3y Faye Hanson 

BRIDGE STREET looking north from Washington Street, 
showing the bank on the corner where Terranova ts 
now .stands; next was Harry Reed's grocery, now a 
pa~~ing lot, The store farther down with the bal­
cony was Eldrich's Hardware and is sti II standing 
·as part of Dalman 1 s, In the background you can see 
the steeple of Community church, The picture was 
taken by Hark . Norris, now deceased, Picture loaned 
to the I ibrary by Arnold Tucker, 



THE ADVERTISER, Thursday, October 3, 1974 

DeWitt-- Yest~rday and T0day 
Jy Faye Hanson , · 

MAIN ST~EET LOQKING EAST FROM THE LIGHT, Brooks 
Drug Store on t he corner where Dalman's Hardware 
n o 1•1 s t a n d s , t h i s b u i I d i n CJ b u r n e d i n t he f i r e o f 
1930 . The next t.wo building-s stand where 
O'Shauqhnesscy 's Chevrolet is now. The building 
on the corner was the Woodman Hall and now hous­
es Keck's Arpliances. Across is the DeWitt Tav­
e rn which burned several years -ago ~nd the Town­
ship Hall and Les Ferrier's Pool Hall. Notice 
t~e hitchinn posts for horses near the corner. 
Picture loaned b~ Arnold Tucker. 



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today. 
By Faye Hanson 

FRIDAY, CIVIC LEADERS marked 
the 141st anniversary of De­
Witt's foundin9 by dedicating 
the first phase of West River 
Park (6 blocks west of the 
traffic 1 ic:iht, on Main Street) 
and receiving the first of 
several larqe hand-carved city 
1 i 01 i t -s i g n s 111 e 1 com i n g p e o !> 1 e · 
to 11 H i s t Qr i c De \I i t t -_ F o u n de ti 
0 c t. 4 , I 8 3 3_" • T he s e s i g n s 
are hand-carved from redwood 
nlanks by Lansing craftsman, 
Leon (Ja ke) Smeltzer. 

The siqns arc being hung at 
the three principal entrances 
to the city: the grounds of 
the Franciscan Retreat, the 
New England style Community 
Church and the new West River 
Park - serving as wooded set­
tings for the red, white and 

THE ADVERTISER 
Thursday, October 10, 1974 

blue signs. They were given to the city by American 
Bank and Trust, Michigan Beef Co,, and by Mil I brook 
Meado,"'s, Inc. 

Founder's Day Ceremonies also kicked off DeWitt's 
~i-Centennial plans which will culminate with a 
week long celebration lhe week of July the Fourth, 
1976. Many plans are under way to restore histori­
cal s_ites in the area and to make people in DeWitt 
aware_ of their heritage. In 1976 we will be celebra­
ting :our 143rd birthday as well as our country's 
200th birthday, Those on the Bi-Cenennial Commis­
sion a r e Faye Hanson, Chairman; Eleanor McKinney~ 
Secr~tary; Ralph Woodr~ff, Orla McGuire, Marilyn 
Coin, Larry Arbanus and Ted Powell, with Mayor Muri 
Eastman as ex-officio member. · 



DeWitt---Yesterd~y and Today 
dy Faye Hanson fllE, ADVERTISER 

Thu.sday, Odober 17, 1974 

T H I S I S /\ P I C TU R E O F T H E D E 1./ I TT C OM 11 UN 1 ·TV C HU R C I I 
ta ken before it l'las turned around and remodeled. 
The bui.ldi~q faced Jefferson instead of~~ as · 
it does no\•/, In 1947 the buildinri was moved back 
25 feet, turned a quarter of ~ l~f - ~ ay around and 

·. the porch adde·d ·, thus Jacinq'~Street. The 
original building ~Jas dedicated o_n Dec. 14, 18'53. 
The buildin<1 is now for sale, the congregation 
havin<J. moved into a new and much lar·ger building 
0 n ~/ebb noad , 



.,,........_,_ 

DeWitt-.. ·Yesterday and Today 
T ~ ADVERTISER 

hur sday . pctobe1· 24, 1974 

SOUTH SIDE OF WEST MAIN STREET looking f~om Scott 
St.reet toward the 11$Jht. On the far right is Hunt's 
Dru_g Store, then the Clinton House. Levi Sibley is 
standing by his model T In front of the post office. 
Others in front of the post office are Mark Norris, 
Helen Dills and Charles Webb, The store. with the 
balcony ls Jayne's Drug Store. Frank Rose Is sit­
ting' in front of his father's store . Picture given 
to the I ibrary by the late Helen 01 lls Stampfly • 

----- -- - - -



DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
By Faye Hanson THE ADVERTISER 

IThursday, October 31, 1974 

DEWITT BELLES OF LONG AGO, Picture taken about 
1871 or 72. In the back row : Regina Van Fleet 
whose hbme wa& at 109 Wilson; Alida Van Fleet 
Whltifl_ker, her sister, who lived on West Cutler 
Road; second row, J~nnie Parks Fletcher and 
Estella Cook Dills who first lived on a farm at 
10301 North DeWitt Road and then moved into the 
house her husband built at 203 Scott Street; 
Front row, El la Simmons Pike who 1 lved In 01 Ive 
Township and Charlotte Moore Burns. 

----------------



DeWitt•·· Yesterday and Today 
dy Faye Hanson THE ADVERTISER 

Thursda,>-, No".ember 7, 1974 , 

BRIDGE STREET LOOKING SOUTH showing Brazee 1 s store, 
the hotel barn, the hotel, and George Wi 11 iams store. 
The telephone was in town but the streets were not 
paved and hitchlnQ rails were still In use. Photo 
given to the library by the late Helen DIiis Stampfly. 



De_Witt-- Yesterday and Today . 
•:/?/\·%~: ... ' ✓" · .; .. ~'-t.:;- -:":::;:· ~·:: ': 
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This picture was brought Into the library by 
Albert Tolksdorf and we had quite a ti me p lac­
inq its whereabouts. Because of the pitched 
roof, we didn 1 t think it was the old depot as 
that roof was flat. Finally John Pennell told 
us that indeed It was the depot when It was new 
and It did have a pitched roof . The first tra i n s 
coming Into DeWitt were powered by steam and 
1 a ~ e r co n v e r t e d t o e I e c t r I c I t y • M r • P e n n e 1 1 s-a y s 
this building was bu i lt to house the generators 
for the electric tra i n . the door on the left i s 
for freight and the one on the right for passen­
gers. Charles Fa r rier Is the man standing in the 
center In front of the building. Evidently at a 
later date this roof WAS rP.mnverl ~nrl • fl~t n~~ 

- - -·· 

w a s p u t on I t • THE ADVERTISER 
' Thun;<lay. November 14, l974 



DeWitt--· Yesterday and Today 
dy Faye Hanson 

THIS IS A 1946 PICTURE OF THE STUDENTS OF THE LEl'I' 
school on the cor~er of Chadwick and Bond Roads. 
It was brought to us by Joyce Jackson. 

Back row, left to right: Beverly Bell, Loretta 
Kristofferson, Dorothy Magsig; second row: Arlene 
Wilson, Betty Magsig, Joyce Bross, LaVern Lietske, 
Ke i t h Ho I I e y a n d Law re n c e B r o s s ; t h I rd r o ~, : S h i r I e y 
Wilson, Anita Kristofferson, Jean Witt, Arthur ~~ag­
sig, Leslie Bross, Ken Hawk; front row: Delores 
Kristofferson, Barbara Fish, Karen Lietzke, Lee Ann 
Lange, Gary Wixon, Ronnie Gle~son, Joe Holley and 
Harvin Witt. 

Ut.t. ALIV.M,Tl:Sl!:R 
Th1m;day, November 21, 1974 



DeWitt-• Yesterday and Today 1, 1, 1'f11 

ay Faye Hanson 

THIS IS THE EAST SIDE OF BRIDGE STREET looking to· 
wards Main, It shows Frank Rouse's Meat Market, 
Linn's Hardware, Hunt's Drug Store and Brazee's 
General Store, Notice the horse and bu9qy standing 
in front of the hardware store. Picture given to 
the I lbrary by the late Helen Dills Stampfly . 

The picture of the depot shown two wee ks ago 
has brought the fol lowing response from Frank Rich­
mond, formerly of DeWitt, now of Houghton Lake, say­
Ing the building was destroyed when the generators · 
blew up and was replaced by the flat roofed d e pot. 



.,----.... 

DeWitt-· Yesterday and Today 
ily Faye Hanson 

THIS IS THE CAST OF THE FIRST CANTATA ever presen­
ted by the DeWitt Hinh Sch oo l in 1946. The stars 
were Dema ris Cutler, E ldon Price, Albert Schulz 
and Ma r qa Pet Fuer stena u. Ma ril yn Staub Coin played 
the accord ian, Others in th e picture are: Lawrence 
Pi,tt er , Mary 13e'th Bond , Ir e ne W_9lfe, Beve rly Bliz-

zard, Do rothy Hill Lankford, [)ale Haviland, Jack 
Doak , Ka thlynn Moore Mann, John Lietzke, Beverly 
Hunt, ~arilyn Uro1,,nJee Hiatt, Joan Miller Kov,alk, 
Norr.ia O.ecker Ferguson, John M,i 1 ler, Molly Wi !cox 
Ruble, Ji m Decatur, Dick Kiebler, Amy McKinney Mul­
f o r d , M 3 x C o t t o n , J a c k F u I 1 e r , .B a r- b a r a C h r i s t i e , 
Jake Kirchen, Devon VanDyke, Janet Lankford Schulz, 
K i t t i e \~ h i t e C o i n , J u n e S a mp 1 e M i n i e r , W. i 1 I a r d 
Reed, Greta Perry Bond, Bobby Hick~ Kirchen, Chuck 
Ferguson, Jackie McKinney Lankford, Dorothy Schultz, 
Herbert Q.itter, Demaris Dodson, Carol Bixby, Ardath 
Dick, Rose t-larie Balderson, Janet Hewitt, Irene 
Minier, Joan Pike, Virginia Richter, Clio Cassel, 
Melvin Brownlee and Jack Crowner, Can you find 
these people? Picture loaned to the 1 lbrary by 
Janet and A~ bert Sc~ulz, 
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DeWitt-- Ye·sterday and Today 
THIS CLIPPING FROM A 1891 PAPER WAS LOANED TO US 
by Mr. and Mrs. Burl Dieter who I ive on a Centen­
nial Farm at 9920 DeWitt Road, 

"On Monday evening, October 5th, seventy 
five friends and relatives met at the 
home of David Scott to celebrate his 
74th birthday, He first came to this 
county October 4, 1833, thus being a 
resident of this county · for 58 years 
and of Michigan for sixty six years. 
His father,.Captain Scott, was the first · 
settler In this county. David Scott Is 
a worthy member of the Maso~ic order, a 
charter member of the grange and still 
b e I o n g s t o t he o r d e r • M r • S co t t , o r 

Uncle David as he is commonly called, 
was the recipient of a beautiful wi I low 
rocker, Mr, G, Pepnel I, in behalf of 
his friends, presented the chair with 
some arpropriate remarks to which Mr. 
Scott responded." 


