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Seriously Wounded 

CPL. LESTER SPERRY 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Spe1-ry, of 

· R-4 St. Johns, have been notified 
that their son, Cpl. Lester G. Sper­
ry, was seriously wounded in act10n 
on Okinawa on July 17 when he w1>s 
strafed by Japanese airplane fire. 
He Is now in a Naval hospital in 
Hawaii. According to a letter re­
ceived from him by his parents. the 
shell entered his back, cutting a 
nerve and paralyzing him from t.hc 
waist down. 

HANDLESS ARTIST STIRS CRITICS 

Cpl. Sperry was also wound"!d in 
the Pelelieu campaign and received 
the Purple -Heart medal. He has 
been serving In the Marine Corps 

.since May 26, 1943. I 

WAR WOUNDS COST HIM 80TH HANDS, but Lt. George Sharpnack 
(above) of Seabring, Ohio, has learned to paint with a special appliance 

•that holds the hrush. His works have created much interest in art circles 
o! the nation. Signal Corps photo, (International Soundphoto) 

PVT. CLIFFORD C. PARKS is i 

I the son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Parks. He entered service in Oc­
tober, l!J44, and received his train-
ing at Camp Robinson, Ark. Pvt. 
P a rks left for overseas rn Februa rv 
1945 and is s tationed in France will; 
the infan try. 

. - - -
St. Johns Boy Decorated on Luzon 

In a formal ceremony cast of J\la nila in the P hilippines, Col. Willla m 
E. Lobit, commanding· officer in the 38th Division's 151st Infantry Regi­
m ent, pins the Bronze Star !\'Icdal on Pfc. Frank VanAmberg, 403 Ottawa 

, street, St . .Johns. Frank won h is award for meritorious achievement dur­
j ing· the bitter battle to !J1ke Zig Zag P ass last February. 
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T -.5 ROLAND ORDIWAY, CPL. EDWIN ORDIWAY a nd SGT. ERVIN ORDIWAY are the sons of Mr.
1 and Mrs. Guy Ordiway of R -6, SL. Johns. R oland en tered service in Au;;11st, 1:)44, and received training at I 

Louisiana. In Janua,·y, 1945, he left for overseas and is now stationed at Manila. His wife, Mrs. Anna, I 
Ordiway, and two sons. reside in S t . Johns. Edwin entered service in Ma.1·ch, 1943, and left for overseas in ; 
March, 1945. He is now stationed in Germany. Ervin is sta,lion ed in Czechoslovakia, with a n Infantry Di- I 

1 vision. He entered service in September, 1943, and left for overseas in Jun e, 1944. I 
f 

Commissioned 

CAPT. _and l\IRS. FORitEST CONLEY .TR., a r e the son and claug)1-
ter-in-Jaw · of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Conley Sr. of Lebanon township. 
Capt. Conley en(c,r cd service in Nove;nber, 1942, and left for overseas in 
January, 1944. He is now stationed with the h eadquarters clep.irtment 
of the Engineers Division in Belgium. In July, 1945, C.ipt_ Conley was J;;NS!G N ANDERSON 

· married. His wife: is attached to the ambulance division of the Red Addbcr l :\ . Andcrnon, son of 1"1r. 
i Cross. I ancl Mrs . Clyde Anderson of St. 

-' ·- u ~ "' ~-~ =::: 'O lli Johns, received his wings a.nd a. com-
,.:. E ~ ~ ,.c;'"' ~ ~ ~ , mission of Ensign in the U. S. Navy 

.:: Z "d .,,· :5 : ·;;; ' Air Cc-rps a l Pen sacola, Florida, on 
00 8 ~ ., ~ ~ U '.:: .!:1 Tuesday Sept. 11. Ensign Anderson 

.; .= ~ '.5 ·8 j ~ 8 ~ _ entcreli ~crv icc in July, 1943. and ~ ... 
~ .= !:!: 'tl t ~ -~ ccivccl h is Lraining at Wooster, Ohio, 
~ ~ g ~ -o ~ ~ g Q.> Yaki1na, \.\'as hing-ton; St. Mary's, 
~ • "'~ C: ~ ~ -~ z Californ ia; Norman , Oklahoma; Cor-
o !; ·-:_ ~ ~ C, _ C: c: p us Christi, Texas; a1_1d Pensacol:\, 
U "" .!: ., ~..., ~ 1: ''." Florida , He will be stahoned_,at Day-

"" ,ffi = ~ cd"' ~ cf tona Beach, Florida . 
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SGT. LEWIS GARCIA and PFC. JOHN C. GARCIA are the sons of I 
1\-Ir. and Mrs. Lewis Garcia of R-1, St. Jol1ns. Lewis entered service m 1 

February, 1943, anrl reccivecl his medical training at Camp Grant, lll. Sgt. 'I 

Garcia is now sla '. ionccl in the Philippine Islands. John entered service_ I 
in December, 1942, and received training at Fort Lewis, Washington. He 
left for overseas in Ju:y, 1943, and is now stationed on Luzon in the i 
Philippine Islands. : 

I 

I • I 

I 
I 

t 
- I 

RAYMOND L. KUSSMAUL, Y 2-c and EARL H. K U SSMAUL, S l_-c, \ 
are the sons of Mrs. Tillie Kussmaul of Dewitt. Ra.ymond entered se rvice 1 

I
. in Decembe_r 1943 and is now s tationed 011 the Palau islands. Ea rl was 
inducted int~ sen;ice in April, 1944, and is serving in the New Bcbridcs 
Islands. ' 

. - ------- . -----

.~ 
I '·sgt. JOSEPH YOCK entered ser­
, vice in December, 1939, and sailt,d 

I 
to Panama nine months later, He re­
turned to the states in September, 
1941, and was stationed at Fort Cus­

j ter. Ile then left for overseas duty 

I 
and served in Iceland, Scotlanol; I 
Ireland, England and Wales, with 
a .station hospital. Sgt. Yock then I 

. joined the 1st Division and served I 
j with the division in France, Bel- ' 

I 
gium, Holland, -Luxembourg and 
Germany. He was sent home on 30-
day furlough in ~arch, 1945, and 
joined his division again in Ger­l many on V-E Day. Sgt; Yock re­

l ceived his honorable.- discharge on 
j V -J Day at Indiantown Ga.p, Pa. He 

I 
was awarded the silver star, purple 
heart, good conduct medal, Amerl­
i can defense ribbon with star, Amerl-
1 can theater of operations ribbon, 
1 combat medal badge, Presidential 
/ unit citation with two cluste_rs, a 
I forty gear with 46 months ove!j!ieas 
, duty. Sgt. Yock Is now residing with 
his wife and daughter Sandra Kay, 
in Battle Creek. Mrs. Yock was for­
merly Miss Agues MIIJer of Map_le 

·1 

I 

Rapids. 

, i 

TONY A. WIEBER, ABM 3-c ancl. 
HERBERT M. WIEBER, S 2-c are 
the son s of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
W. Wieber of this city. Tony enlist-

I 
I 
l 

: ed in the Navy in May, 1944, and re-
1 ccived his boot training- at Great I Lakes, 111. In November, 1944, he 
: left _ for overseas and served .Jn the I 
i Atlantic until June, 1945, when his_ 
ship, the USS Card, was transferred 
to the Pacific. Herbert enlisted in 
March, 1945, and received his boot 
training at Great Lakes, Ill. He left 
June 13 and is now serving in the 
Pacific. 



/ o 'j 

SGT. T. FRANCIS THRUSH and PVT. RALPH THRUSH arc the 
sons. of Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Thrush of Bengal township. Francis entered 
service in June, 194-1, and received his training at Camp \Volters, Texas, 
and Camp Shelby, Miss. He left for overseas in May, 1942, going to the 
South Pacific thca ter of operations. Sgt, Thrush received the bronze 
service star during the campaign where he participated in the battles of 
Guadalcanal, Munda, and Bougainville on New Georgia island. He re­
turned to the State,; in October, 1944, under the rotation system after 29 
months overseas service. He is now stationed as a n M . P. at R otunda 
Barracks in Dearborn. His wife, the former l\1iss Marjorie Lewis of Mt. 
Pleasant, resides with him. 

Ralph has been awarded the bronze star for meritorious service in the 
European theater of operations. On April 15, 1945, ha received a citation 
which reads in part: "General Eisenhower, the supreme commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Forces, has awarded to every member of the 66th Infantry 
Division a battle star for participation in the campaign of Northern 
France. Each member is now privileged to wear a bronze service sta.r on i 
his European, African, Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon. This star is tl~e I 
badge of recognition for a task well done. It places us among the ranks '1 

of the battle-tested veterans of an Army that has never been defeated. , 
I Your first unit battle honor is well merited and one which you can wear I 
. with pride." Pvt, Thrush entered service in April, 1944, and received his 1 

1 
training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Camp Gordon, Ga., and Camp Rucker. ! 

I 
Ala. He left for overseas in November 1944. His wife, the former· Miss I 
Beulah Rei.st, aml ~on, Martin, reside in Maple Rapids. 

- - · - -

SGT. JOSEPH F, ZABELKA and CHAPLAIN GEORGE B. ZABELKA 
are the sons of John Zabelka of Greenbush. Joseph entered service in 

' April, 1942, and left for overseas in August, 1943. H~ was a mechanic on 
tanks in the Second Armored Division. Sgt. Zabelka has served in Africa, 
Sicily, England, Fra.nce a11d Belgium. Chaplain Zabelka. entered service 
in January, 1944, and received training at Dayton, Ohio, and Fort Jack­
son, S. C. lie n ow has an APO out of San Francisco, Calif., and arrived 
safely at his desination overseas. 

Thursday, October 3, 1946 

Serving in Navy 

Itny D. i,;peny. son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gonion i:iflHry of Olive 
luwns hiJl, enlb;tecl in the Na,,y· on 
!\'larch f!J, 1/MG, a,1<1 is now sta.­
tioned abo:lnl the light cruiser, 
li. S .S. Topeka, He received his 
l,ooL lniining at San Diego, Calif., 
a nd was immediately sent over­
seas . !toy g-raduated from St. 
John,: Hig h School with the class 
cif !91151 and is expected home on 
leave alrnu t Christmas. lie was 
al .Nlanila on the · 4th of July 
celcl!ration or J'hilip11ine inde-
11t,n<l cnct. 

PFC. HEW ITT V ANVELSOR, :;on I 
of !\'Ir. ani! l\1rs. Roy Va•,1Velsor of, 
Laingsburr;- R.-1 , r eceived an hon- I 
orablc discharge at Fort Sheridan, 1• 

111:, on February 9, 1946; He entered 
; se,·vicc Dcc~mber 8, 19431 and served .

1 ' 11 months m . the European theater 
o~ operations. ·· . J 
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PFC. THOMAS P. O'CONNOR, son 
of Mrs. Nora O'Connor Shiels of 
IIubbardslon, is st atio ned with the 

, :i6th Division of the 111th Engineer" 
! Combat Batta lion in Germany. i!e 
I entered service in Februarv 194~ 
I • • ~ ' , I received lus basic training at Cam::, 
[ ~ landi?g, Fla., and left for ovcr,;cas 

1
1~1 Apr!!,_ 1943. Having served in Af-
rica, S1c1ly, Italy, Fr·ance, Germ,111y 
I and Austria, he has r eceive d a bronze 

I 
siar,_ four battle stars, and presi­
cl ential unit citation. A letter re-

l
' ceived from him recently stated he 

,~ould be slationccl there fo r sume 
t.lme, as the engineers are builclillg 
recrea tion camps. Pfc. O.Connor h a s 

I sent several German medals 
emblems lo relatives here. Anoth,,r 
~on, ,V\' illlam ?'Connor, was wounded 
m North Africa and has received 1 

medical discharge. I Checking a Link trainer's operation before starting classes for Navy 
fliers in advanced training at the Naval Air Station at Oahu, Hawaii, 
are Miss Constance Gladstone, (left) specialist, second class, WAVES, 
daughter of Mrs. J. H. Gladstone, of St. Johns, and Miss Evelyn Gifford, 
of Paxton, Nebraska. Miss Gladstone has been in service more than two 
years and was stationed at Whiting Field, Milton, Fla., for nearly 18 
months before being- sent to Hawaii. 
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T-3 Kenneth Vance 
Wins Bronze Star 

Pewamo Soldier Awarded 
Medal for Meritorious 
Service in Italian War 
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T-3 Kenneth E. Vance, son of Mr. @ lJ ~ @ '2 o.i 
and Mrs. Emery Vance of Pewamo, :> ~ ~ :> E ~ 
has been awarded the Bronze Star I t,!,I i:: t E ~ 

cn ... H raOV 
for meritorious service in Italy, ac- ~..... t "' . uo ~~ 
cordmg to word received by his par-

. ents. 

PHILIP B. VINCENT. A-S. NROTC and EUGENE C. VINCENT, PhM 
are the sons of Mr. and Mr,. J. E . Vincent of Dewitt. rliilip enlisted in 
September, 1943, in the Na.vy V-5 unit and received basic training· at 
Grosse Ile and Arkansas A. & M. in Monticello, Arkansas. While there 
he was chosen for officer 's trainini· in November, 1944, and sent to Rice 
Institute at Houston, Texas. wher·c he is s till training. Eugene enlisted 
in the Navy in February, 1i)45, :rnd received his boot training· at Great 
Lakes, 111. He is now at a l're-Ccmmission Training School on Trcasun~ 
Island, San Francisco, Calif. He has been assigned to t he USS General · 
Stuart Heintzelman, a troon transport, which is now Ul1'der construction. 

I 
\ 

' ' 
~THUR SPITZLEY, !\IM 3-c, is I PVT. HIRANI A. SAGE, son ol' 

! sel'.Ving in the Marianna Islands. He \ M r. and Mrs. Robert Hathaway of 

I 
entered service in August, l!H.:{, and ~ Be1~g::tl t.~w_nshi[J, is r eceiving- hi:i 
left for overseas in June, 1944. He is :I basic trarnmg at Camp Wollers, 
t he son of Mr. a nd Mrs. Albert Spitz- i Texas. He entcrcLI service i~1 July,, 

! Iey of Fowler. : 194.~. 

The accompanying citation reads : 
"Technician Third Grade Kenneth 
E. Vance, for meritorious service in 
combat from March 4, 1944, to May 
2. 1945, in Italy. Sgt. Vance entered I 
combat as a Pfc. and served faith- , 
fully and efficien tly as a clerk in the · 
regimental aid station. A!Ler a short 
time he was given the responsible 
position cf records clerk and was 
promoted to T-5 Grade. 

"When casualties increased, Sgt.. 
Vance so cleverly improved a nd re­
vised the filing and reports system, 
that he was always able to give an 

EE:-.NETH E. VANCE . I 
accurate report on the number of 
injured 1ne n. To insur e t.he accuracy 
of. this data he- often t raveled over 
heavi ly shelled roads to the collec­
tion company for first hand infor­
mation. 

"In addition to his revular duties, 
Sgt. Vance voluntarily assisted the 
regimental surgeons in administer•• 
ing· fi rst aid and preparing the 
wounded for evacuation, even when 
the aid station was under heavy 
enemy fire. The continuous accuracy 
of his reports and his cheerful will­
ing·ness to help others. won him the 
well- merited promotion to T-3 
Grade. 

T -3 Vance has also received the 
Medical Badge. He will leave the , 
88th Division o f the 5th Army in : 
Italy, where he has served in a med- · 
ical unit and join the 15th Army at 
their headquarters in Vienna, Aus- · 
tria. 



j ROBERT E. STENZEL S 2-c is T-3 REX BAKER and Cpl. I,EITH W. BAKER arc the sons of Mr. and 
: the son of M r. ancl i.\'Irs. Dan Sten- Mrs. Ralph Baker of R-2, Ovid. Rex entered service ii~ January, 1941, and 
' zcl of R-2 Dewitt. He arrived at received his basic trainin~· at Fort Winfield Scott. In May, 1945, he left 
! Okinawa Nov. 6. On Nov. 10 he for overseas a11d is 11011' sening with a field art.illery unit in Luzon·. Kcitn 
/ left for Tokyo on & P88 Assault entered service in March, J9q:i, and is n ow serving in · Orlando, Fla., with i Transport. 

1 
an Armored Division. 

I 

I 
I 
! 

S,\.MuF.L C. Al\"DERSON S 1-c en­
! listed in the Ka vy in February, 1944, 
'1 and received his hoot training at 
Great Lal<es, Ill. He was later sent 

I t.o Norf<:lk~ Va., where he was as­
s igned to a s hip an<l in Octolier, 
1944, he left for the Pacific on De-
sf.royer Escort. Scaman Anderson 
is now stat ion ed in the Philippine 
Islands. lie is the son of Il'Ir. aml 
i"Irs. Clyclc .l\nclerson nf this c i ty. 

ii 
/I 
·j 
·1 ,, 
i 
I 

I 
/ l\IlLES C. MERRILL S 1-c, son of 

l'FC. DONALD E. HEPFER, son I Mr. a11cl Mrs. Marion Merrill of R-2 
·of Mr. and lllrs. Henry Hepfer of Dewi tt, entered service in Mar ch, 
n ear Dewitt, is serving with the 1 19'1<1, and received hls boot train­
Ninth Army in Gertna ny, with the I ini;· at Farragut,. Idaho. In July, 
machine gun clivision. He entered : 1944 , he left for overseas and served 
service on Oct. 11, 1944, as1<l received I 

in the Hawaiian Islands until he his ba_~ic training ,it Fort lllcClclla.n, · 1 

Ala. Pfc. Hepfer left fo r overseas i n·as recently called home on emer-
in Febrn·trv 194- 11 • i~ . . . . j g-cncy leave. Seaman Merrill is now 

· . , ~- c s expected , statio ned at Shoemaker, Calif., with 
home on a 30-day furlou;:·h soon ! ·1 th bl " I t · ff I 
:_nd wil~:- sent to the Pacific. ;· _ c Jill ,c re a 1011s o ice. . 

Jo; 



I St Johns Officer Wins 
Legion Of Merit A ward 

Lt.-Col. Ralph G. Atkinson (right) receives the Leg'ion of r1i11rit from 
Brigadier General Herbert J. Lawes at a special regimental review at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryhmct. I 

I 

At a special regime ntal review 
held in his honor, L t. Col. Ralph 
G. Atkinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon E. Atkinson, 104 W. Bald ­
win St.. St . Johns, was recenL!y 
awarded the L-egion or Merit fo r 
his outstanding work as Ordnance 
Supply Officer with th e F irst U. S. 
Army in the European Theate r of 
Operations. The prPs~ntation of the 
medal was mad·e by Brig. Gen. Her• 
bert J . Lawes, Com1~rnnding Gen­
eral of the Army Service Forces 
Training Center (Ordnance) . 

According to the citation, Col. 
Atkinson "organized and direct-eel · 
t he equipping of F irst Army unit$ 
prior to the initial invasion of 
France, and planned a project to 1 

assure the Army of a pro6erly b,l l- , 
anced stock of major items for I'(;- i 
placem-ent during tile early pha,e 

; of the Normandy campaign." T t1"! 
citation attributed much of the 
First Army's battie successes to i:h,) 
superior organization he developed. 

Lt. Col. Atkinson entered the se!·­
vice in J a nuary, 1941 as a Sccon-1 
Lieutenant wtth a reser ve com­
mission from the University of 
Michigan. After intensive training 
and maneuvers in Uw United States. 
he left for overseas duty in the 
European Theater of Operations in 
December, 1942. 

Lt. Col. Atkinson served as O rd ­
nance General Supply Officer fo,· 

. the 2nd Corps through the African · 
and Sicilian campaigns, and wasl 
one of a small group of outstanclingl 
officers who were ci10sen to a.c­
company Gen. Omar Bradley to 
England. It was then he began his: 

I 

Ordnance activities with the Fir~t I 
Army which were to prove so in- ' 
,:Lrnm ental in the SUCCPSSful batt,~ . . 
or logist ics cluring the invasion und l 
French campaigns. I 

Following· his return to 
countrv scv,:;ra l m onth~ ago, 
Col. .'\tkinson became the Army 
Ground Forcc3 representative on 
Lhc Ordna nce Department Bo:tr<l 
at Aterde·en Proving Ground , 
l'.1aryland. He was given h is tlis ­
charge two weeks ago and will n· ­
turn to Cleveland, Ohio, to resume 
his work with t he Standard Oil 

Killed in Action 
SG T . ERNEST II. CONKLIN is 

lhe sen of Mr. a nd Mrs. D. V. 
Schlrq1pi of ~faplc Rapids. He ha~ 
scrvecl 30• months in the U . . S. A. 
wi th a mechanized cavalry unit, of 
which 15 m onths wer e s pent· over­
~c«s. lie is now st.ationed in Aus­
tria wilh t h e Army of Occupation, 
Tronps. His wife res ides in St. 
.Johns. 

I 
.! PVT . STEPHEN JAKUS j 
, Mrs. Mary .Jakus, of Bingh~m I 

town s hip, has received word from ' 
t:,c W:.r Deparlment that her !ms- ! 
band, Pvt. Stephen Jakus, wa,s killed 
on Nov. 12, 1944, in San Pedro Bay · 
off Lcyte in the Philippines, when 
his ship was hit by a Japanese sui- i 
cide plane. !Vfrs. Jakus had been ' 
previously notiflecl thn t her husband 
was missing in action. , 

,
1
· Pvt. J a kus had been in service I 
. since Oc t. 21, 19,13. He Is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Jakus, of Owosso. j 



Sgt. JOHN DULOCK and Cpl. F RANK D ULOCK are the sons of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Dulock of Ovid R-2. John is an aerial gtmner with the 
Army Air Forces serving somewhere in the South Pacific area. He en­
tered service Nov. 15, 1942. Frank is serving with the Army somewhere 
in Italy. He was inducted in J une, 1942, and has been overseas for sev­
eral months. 

HAROLD E. PATTER SON S 1-c 
is serving with (he Navy so,,,;ewher; 
in the South Pa cific. He enlisted on 
Dec. 29, 1942, a nd left for overseas 
in September, 1943. He is t he son 
of Mr. and M rs. Harold Patterson 
of this city. 

8 -Sgl. RUSS ELL A . SIBLEY i~ 
attached to a n Anti Aircraft divi­
s ion. _ li e ha-s been serving o, ,cr­
seas s ince last April a s a truck mas­
ter ancl mech a nic. s-Sgt .. Sibley is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alger R . 
Sibley, and be fore induclion worked 
on a farm nea r Dewitt. : 

Capt. CLIFFORD W. LUMBERT 
wa s inducted in the Anny May 7, 
1943. Before entering service he was 
a u ins trucfor in the Dental Clinic j 
at Ann Arbor. Mrs. Lumbert teaches 1 

English in Muskogee junior liigh \ 
school, n~a~ the ~amp where her I 
h us ban cl 1s m service. 

Receives Orders 

l 
i 

I 
PVT HELEN PARKER 

P vt. Parker will leave Monday, 
! F eb. 7, for New River, N. C ., to re­
: por t for active dut y at the Marine 
j Corps Women's Reserve School a t 
Cam p Lejeune. She was in Detroit 
on Thursday, Dec. 9, where she suc­
cessf ully passed her examinations 
and was sworn into the Marine 
Corps R eserves, and has been 
awa it ing final orders-. Pvt. Parker, 

\ who is the daughter- of Mr. and Mrs. 
i Joseph Parker of Ovid township, is 
, well k n own in this city where she 
I has served as deputy in the office 
I o f the c ounty Abstract Department 
\ for more than two years. 

/oc; 
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RAYMOND PARlt, Ph M 3-c is ! 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Pr,rr I 

·h.nd husband of Mrs. Elma Parr of i 
this city. He enlistc<I in the Navy 1 

and entered service .July 6, 1943. He 
is stationed at Great Likes Naval l 
Training station where he is as- i 
signed to the_ Dental Corpsmen. 
Raymond is a g-racluatc of the local . 
high ·school and also attended the 
University of Michiga n. 

Wounded 

I PVT. DON S. GILLISON j 

I
' Mrs. Minnie Gillison, R-2 D'ewitt, 1 

has received a telegram from the 
War Department that Don was 
wounded March 6 in the battle area. 

i of Italy. Mrs. Gillison also received 

I a letter from IJo~ telling her U_tat , 
he was in a hospital. Don was 111-

1 du~ted Feb. 3, 1943, trained in an 
infantry regiment at :Fort McClel­
lan, Ala., and werit over seas in June 
and has since be<:n in Italy. I 

PvL ELDRED KHAl\IER, son of 
i\fr. and Mrs. E. J. l{ramer, was in ­
ducted into the Army Aug. 4, 1LJ4 l. 
He is aUached to the Field Artil­
lery division and has bctn stationed 
at Fort Dix, N. J., until recently. He 
now has an APO number out of New 
Yor k. 

EARL HARRY BENSON, S 1-c, 
was graduated from th~ loca~ hig_h 
school in 1942 and enlisted 1n the 
Navy in March, 1943. He complef:ed 
his training ' at the Naval Ra~10-
Gnnncry School in J3:°ksonv1ll~, 
Fla., 011 Jau. 25, 1944. His home is 
wilh his brother, Harold Benson, 
and family of Ovid. ' 



LEGLESS VETS LEARN ART OF ROLLER SKA TING 

PVT. JOHN O CHIS, s on of Peter . , , , , , P F C. R UFUS CASE w <lS induct~d 
Ochis of St. Johns , was inducted in - CO~s;1v_iHN 1 Jl\~ i~!N c,:..~- r.~-;

1
;1\~f j in !o sc n •ic·c in A ugus t , 1943, and re- ! 

, to s ervice in Apr il, 1945. li e is r e- son G, • ' · _a n < · ' '·. ' . I ccived h is train in i;- at Aberd~n 
, cciving his basic trainin g at For t ll1aple Rapuls, cn t c :·c<! st;v.icc, m !'roving G rounds in M aryland . . He 

8ill, OkhL. His wife, M rs . M a ry J ane Oc t_o~cr, 1912, a,nd rct c;~c.c ;:f JO[l left fo r cvc rscas in .T.m uary, 194.4, : 
Ochis, a nd three daugh ters, Joyce, ! tramm g at

4
,?•~t. ~ --cs . 1 ft f~; and is 11 0w sta tioned in Germany. 

Ma ry Lou, and Linda Kay, res ide in I January, 1 :>, • ox. ) ~·nt · c .
1 

. t lie is th e soil of i\frs. l\'Tarion Case : 
St. Johns. ' sG"" cl u ly a ud ,s n ow , ., ,one, ,, or SL J ol 111s a rnl A. B . Case of : 
• 1 ua111. · l : L~ ing·s burg. 1 

I JI 



St. Johns Sailor 
Revealed As Hero 

,Finishes Combat 
Training At Air 
Field In Arizona 

Wins Bronze Star: 
For Bravery In 
INormandy Battle 

\ Sgt. <Serald C. Woodbury, son of 
Stanley H. Jolly Given 
Credit for Saving Life 
Of Officer Off Okinawa 

. i 
Stanley H. Jolly, Fireman Second 

1
, 

Class, USNR, 18-year-old son of 
Mrs. Oliva Jolly, 211 West Buchan- I 
an street, St. J ohns, was r evealed by I 
h is shipmates upon landing at San I 
Francisc;o recently to have been one \t 
of the heroes of his ship's sinking 

Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Woodbury, of 
St. Johns, has been awarded the 
Bronze Star medal for heroic 
achievement in connection with 
military operations against the en-·• 

off Okinawa on April 8. d· 
Though the vessel was sinking · •. 

fast and the order to abandon ship •, 
had already been given, Jolly com-

1 
\• 

pletely disregarded his own safety 1 °· 
and went to the aid of a n officer 
lying unconscious on the bridge. , , 

I/ · 
I ,,. • 
I 
I 

I CPL. D ELBEitT ROUBINS 

i Corporal Delbert C. Robbin, 26, 
( ~n of Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Rob­
i bins. R-5, St. J ohns, was recen tly 

graduated as a member or the sec­
ond B-29 Superfortress class to 
complete its combat crew training SGT. GERALD C. WOODBURY 
at Davis Monthan Field, Tuscon. 

ij Ariz .. and will soon join th e Twen- em y in the vicinity of Engranville, 

I 

I tieth Air Force ove rseas for com- Normandy, France. on June 8. 1944. 
-1 bat duty against the J aps. According to the citation which 
,' Cpl. Robbins, a gunner, has accompanies the medal Gera ld's pa- , 
! passed rigid tests, both physical and . trol was fired upon from a n enemy , 
: mental, to become a B-29 Superfort outpost while reconnoitering a stra-

STANLEY H. JOLL Y 

Shipmates said his action doubtless 
saved the life of the officer. Ensign 
Herbert Losch. The ship capsiz~d 
and -sank only a few minutes after 
the St. Johns man had ~lipped a 
lifejacket on the stricken officer 
and lowered him into the w~ter. 

1 crew membe~·- Flying with over- tegic bridge. •'Sergeant Woodbury 
, seas veteran mstructors, he has un- courageously moved to an exposed 
· ctergone a very comprehensive train- position and, by deliberately divert-
11 ing schedule, irrcl~1ding s1;1ch courses ting hosti!e fire to himself, enabled 

as defensive tactics agamst enemy his comrades to complete the 1m­
.pla nes, practice bombing and gun- portant mission in comparative 
nery .missions, emergency proce- safety. His heroic init iat ive merits 
dures and long cross-country navl- the highest praise." 
gation flights . Gerald served with the 1st U. S . 

Cpl. Robbins entered the service I nfantry Division in France and 
in May, 1944. Germany. He entered service In i 

He attended Lincoln high school , March of 1943 and went overseas in 1 
at Ionia. Before entering the serv- ; November of the same year. 
ice he was a cab and bus driver. His · 
wife, Betty. resides at R-4, Ionia. 

Jolly's ship, a patrol 11unboat 
(mechanized J, was traveling in a ,1 
area supposedly swept clea r the day <l.> 
before, when at 7:45 a. m . it. struck b/J 
a mine. The order to abandon ship ~ 
wall given and. at about the time 
Jolly was aiding the officer , a mine- -"5 
sweeper came alongside to remove 00 
the crew of the sinking vessel. Only ;=: 
a handful of men h ad been trans- i,...; 

ferred when the minesweeper itself 
hit two mines in rapid succession. en 

J olly took his apprentice seaman i:; 
training at Great Lakes, Ill.. in the . ~ 
spring of 1944. Upon completing ~ 
training there. he went to Minmi 
where the crew of his ship was as­
sembled. There followed a period 
of pre-commissioning training, after 
which he went to th e Navy Ya rd, 
New York, and boarded hi~ ship. 
The 'Okinawa campaign was Jolly's 
first action. His ship a t the time of 
the. sinking, was on patrol duty on 
Nakagusuk.u Bay, off Okina wa. 

//2... 



GENE ICE 1'Io. M. M. 3-c is the 
sc,1. of Mr. and Mrs. G . B. Ice of R-4 
Lansing He was inducted in Jun,\ 
1943, and received h is boot training 
at Great Lakes, Ill. Immediately . 
following his boot training he was 
sent to the r-a cific where h e served 
24 months. In /\.ui;ust, lfl-15, he , 
spt,1.t a 30-cl:!y leave with his par- , 
ents. He is now slatloacd at 'I'er- ' 
minal Island, ~an Pedro, Calif. 

i PVT. CLARE 1\'l. FENEIS is thr 
' s011 of Mr. a•nd Mrs. Ernest Exelby 
of SL Johns. He en tercel service in 
November, 1~145, and received his 

I 
basic training- at Camp Robi nson, 
Ark. He is now station ed a.t Camp· 
Pickett, Va. \ 

SGT. DONALD E. BIRD entered 
service in November, 1942, and 
trained with the 10th Armored Di­
vision at Fort Benning and Camp 
Gordon, Ga. He left for overseas in 
September, 1944 and is serving with 
the 11th Tank Bat.taJion- i11 General 
Patton's Third Army ln Genna.ny. I 
He is the son of l\Ir. and Mrs. Tilson \ 
Ilird of Ma.pie Rapids. . 
. . · . ,, ,i. '"1 .i 

PFC. KENNETH DEYEREA ux, l 
' son of Mr. and Mrs . Guy Devereaux 
, d Olive township, cnl~rcd service 

1
1 

i\larch 21, 19<1, anll rc ct'l\' CCI hi, 
basic tra i!lljnK ctl Fort Ucnn1ng, Ga~ 

, Ile is ''now sta tionctl a t Forl. l.lrai;-g, I 
1'. C. , 

' 

PVT. WELLS D. GUTSHALL, son 
of Mr. and J\,Irs. Henry Gutshall of 
near Ovid, was inducted into the 
Army i,n J\farch, 1945. He received 
his basic training at Fort McClellan, 
Alabama, a nd left for overseas in 
August, 1945. Pvt. Gutshall ·spent a 

· few months at Okinawa in the Paci­
fic. lie is now stationed at the Army 
and General hospital a.t Hot. 

PVT EI\I EitSQN DUNHAM, son 
r.f Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Dunham, 
w:\s inducted in service in Noven1-
llcr, l !N<l. He received his · basic 
lr~ining at Camp . Croft, South 
Ca ro!ina, :i:11d left for overseas in 
l\iay, 19-IC. He is now stationed :~t 
! Corea. 

J/3 
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I 
PFC. GEORGE E. CORNELL, SOil i 

of Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Con1cll of 
St. Johns, R-6, entered service on 
March 3, 1944. He received Infantry 1 
·traint'llg at Camp Blanding, F la., I 
and Fort Shelby, i\liss., where he 
became an expert rifleman. Pfc. Cor­
nell left for overseas J a.n. 1, 1945 a nd 
served with Pattons Third Army. He 
is now with the occupaticn forces 
in Germany. 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I T-5 RICHAR::··A. CORNWELL 
was -_ inducted into the Army in 

' March, 1944; and received his train-
, Ing- at Fort Knox, Ky. He left for 
, overseas in October , 1944, and is now 
; a mechanic in the Third Armored 
; Division in Germany. His wife, Mr~. 
Alberta Cornwell, and son, Denny,, 
reside in St. Johns. He was employ- i 
ed at Jack's Body Shop prior to 

1 

, his induction. 

i 
DONALD H. HYLER, S 1-c is !hi' ' 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Zenos Hyler of : 
this city. He entered ser vice August, · 
1945, and recei ved his boot train­
ing· at Grc,it Lakes. He is now as ­
signed t_o the U.S.S. Pioneer. 

i 

i 
I 
i 
! 

CPL. REYNOLD GOERGE, son ! 
of !\Ir. and Mrs. John L. Goergc, of i 
Fowler, R-1, entered service f'cb. 9, 
1945, and · received his basic lrnin­
ing at Camp Fas'l.nin, Texas. lie 
left for overseas July 31, 19J5, ,rnd 
is now serving· as ,L mail cltrk in 

' l{orea. 

CPL. GEORGE E. FELDPAUSCH 
arrived home 1·cccntly with his hon- 1· 

oral.Jle discharge. He served 33 
months with the U . S. Army of I 
wh'.ch 28 months were spent in 
Chma, Burma and India. He is the I 
sen of l\Ir. and Mrs. John J, Feld-

. J)ausch of n ear Gra•nd Ledge, 

I 
I 

LO UIS c.;,lRL ZELL, S 1-c, son of I 
Mr. and l\Irs. Paul Zell of St. Johns, I 
was inrludc<.l into the Navy in May, 
194-1, ancl lcfl for overseas In Ja.n ­
u :H·y, l!H.5. Ue is now serving· in the 1 

l'ac i fie . llis wife, l\'lrs. Virgiline Zell, I 
r esides n ear Dewitt. i 



Staff Sergeant Abe Peltier , of De- I 
witt, who spent more than six I S-SGT. ABE PELTIER 
months in several prisoner of war " . 
camps In Germany, told a Re pub- The. pnsoner_s were removed from / 
Hean-News reporter of the suffer- the t:·am and hiked to a camp about , 
ing ·apd hardships of many Amerl- 20 miles from Essen. At this camp 
can prisoners. Sgt. Peltier was cap- the d istant rumble of artillery fire 
tured shortly after being wounded · could be heard and everyone knew 
by_;:a . machine ,gun bullet on the the Yanks we~·e not far away. The 
B·~ gian front Sept. 6, 1944. guards at th1~ camp, as at most 
' ~'long· with about 60 other Amer- ' 0thers, were mostly . old men of 

ica11.s, he was captured about 13 i ~~~ut 60 ye_ars.''. Peltier contmued, 
mjles inside the Belgian border. Ht: : .; / t~e~ mfoi med t_is th~t they 
was taken to a prison camp at Du- I, . e e gom0 to lea~e us the1 e to be 
reh Where American medics x - rayed 11 liberated. by Amencan troop.s. Sev­
his leg and after .two days was re- era! Nazi SS troops appeare<i and 
moyed to .a larger camp at Bonn, threat~ned to shoot the guards 1! 
where his leg "".as placed in a cast. I the~ 1 eleased us. Th_e SS d1sap­
Here he remamed until J an. 111• peaied _an? the gua1ds followed , , 
when the RAF bombed the town ' them withm an hour. 1 
and the Nazis were forced to evac- jl Lost 60 Pounds · 

PFC. RUDY 0. DICKSON, son of 

uate the prisoners to _Offenstnll I The next day , Murch 28, 1945, wns i 
where they remamed until F"eb. 14, I t he happiest day of my life," said , 
w:hen they were returned to Bonn. , Peltier. "The American 7th Armored I 
During these movements only those I Division surrounded the town and. 
with more senous wounds rode 111 I we were free again. Most of the . 
carts while the remainder were I: boys were in a pitiful conctition . 
forced to walk. I from lack of food, clothing and • 

The_ city of Bonn ~eing a prime medical attention. I had lost near- ' 
objective of the RAF, Sgt. Peltier ,j ly 60 pounds and my wound was ' 
said ~ost . of the Lime there ~as II giving plenty of trouble; after many 

1 

spent m air raid shelters, sleeping forced marches. On one three-day I. 

on concrete floors. From Bonn , hike three of us were forced to I 
the prisoners hiked to Ziegburg, ii shar , - -- . . 1 

then by train to Limburg. During 'I e one sm,ill loaf of b1 ead. Most 
this trip the prisoners' train stop- I) of the food given to us was wormy 
ped behind another train carrying ·1 a nd moldy and for the f1rsL few 
German tanks, troops and ammuni- Ii 1a~s we I efused to eat it_. but later 
tion. American P - 47's spotted the I ~iced ot'.i~elves to eat it to keep 
train and immediately started straf- q fi om sta1 vmg. H cerlamly 1s won­
ing and bombing. After destroying ,: dei ful t~. be home 111 the good old 

!Ur. and l\lrs. Loren Dickson of De­
: wilt, entered service in .:'uly, 1944, 
: and w:1,S sent to Shepherd Fielcl, 
•
1
• 'f<'xas. in the A.AF for schooling. He 
. is now stationed In Gulfport, Miss., I where he is training on a. B-29. 

the troop train, they strafed the 'I U. S. A. . 
prisoner of war train, not knowing , Sg_t. Peltier . wears the Purple 
American prisoners were aboard. · Heai t, Combat Infantryman Badge, 

. , Good Conduct Medal, PresidcnLiril 
Trapped m funnel Unit Citation, ETO ribbon with sev-

"SOme of the boys ripped the en stars. His unit, the First Infan­
barbed wire from the ventilators try Division. saw action in French 
and we crawled to _safety," Peltier Morocco, Casserine Pass in Africa, 
stated. "Our own officers assembled the invasion of Sicily landed on 
the group in a field where we re- Omaha Beach in Non~1andy on D 
moved ou7 shirts _and formed the :1 Day plus four, fought their way i 
'POW' which was 1mmedwtcly r ec- : down the Cherbourg peninsula and, 

I ognized by ' our fliers who dipped ,1 captured the city of Cherbourg. \ 
their wings in salute and ceased After Laking this town they con- .

1 ' their strafing attacks. tinued on through northwestern 
"Our train was started some time France and into Belgium where Sgt. i 

later and during the night we en- Pc_Jt1er was wounded and taken i 
tered a tunnei. While inside the pnsoner .. On July 4 he will report, 
tunnnel RAF bombers blasted both to Miami Beacl1, F la., where he will! 

; ends of the passageway and we were be assigned to a hospita l for fur- I 
, forced to spend more than two ther surgical at,tent10n. i 
[ days insid~... , 1· . ..... ,. ... 1 

r 
I 
j •••❖cc••·•·'•···•, ·· ·•· . ,.,., I 

! 

! 
BILL WILSON, F 2-c rc<'cntly 1 

completed his boot training arnl ex- I 
pee ts to leave soon for Pearl Har­
uor. He is the son of Mr. a.nd Mrs. 
\Vm. ,vils on of St. Johns HG. 

I 

1'\'T. GO RDON DREW, son of 1 

7,lr. a!lil l\lrs. John Drew of St. 1 ,fr,~~n~. cnt~rcd service in June, I 
HJ.J:;. lie received his basic train- i 
fn~ ;1 nd n (tended medical school n.t ; 
F ort Lewis, ,vash. P vt. Drew is n ow 
t:: l,i11r :in :iclive part on the medics' 
f,,o(hall :ca m. His wife, Mrs. 
\ 't·!m:i er(•w, and two children, 
\':i11d:t Lee and Lyle, res ide in De ­
wilt. 



T-5· Carl A. Pie rson and George E. Pierson, F 1-c, arc the sons of 
Mr. an,l Mrs. John Pierson of (.his ci i ;v.. Carl entered servi ce in Decembe r, 
1943, ~nd r eceived h is training- at Cam p· Blanding-, Florirht. He le ft , fo r 
overseas in April, 1945 , and is now s tati oned in the Philippine I slan ds. 
George entered service in Decem ber, lS43, and received his boo t t raining­
at Great Lakes, Illinois . Ile attell(lecl Diesel School at Richmond, Virg·inia, 
and left for overseas in November, 1944. He is now serving in the S ou t h ­
·west Pacific. Both boys farm ed 11rior to en tering- service. 

St. Joh.11s _Bo y DLscover,s 
Coin S lolen by Ge_rma11s 

! Cpl. Clarence S. i\1acBride Jr., o f St.. Jol, n s , is s h o\';11 abo':e with t h e 
treasure trove of Yugosla vian br ass coins i1e uncovered in ::i German 
foundry during the closing clays of lllc 1\':: r on the contin en t. 
~ ~ ;~!:~t{~::~,):·,11,1:::J#1t:".~ ... ~,..~~~:.t~·~:r{~~..,,.,,,~~.j :,ii.;.£.:,~:~ ~ .;.;3;;.i, ..... ~,.~ ., ... ,;:~J-•:m~;y~S:'" ....... _:f',2!!'1J· 

Countless t housa:\ds of Yugosalv- f ,oor or che basement ~tore roum ill 
ian coins w-ere uncovc·rccl in Lhe eel- the bomb- clamagecl build ing . 
lar of a foundry n ear K it.;dngen in Di,·inclling s tocks of brass, 11e·2c!­
southwestern G ermany by Corpornl eel in the manufacLurc or viL:11 ai '.·­
Clarence S . MacI3ricle, jt',, of St. pla ne par ts for Gocrin;fs !::\le Luft­
Johns, during the dosing days or w~ffe. brought about t h is con fis­
the war on th e con t inent . ca t.ion by the G ermans of t h e Yu -

The treasure trove of rnu tila t.ccl gosl;ivlan coins in one and Lwo cliinr 
brass coins, ev idence of the sys te- denominat ions. 
matic plunder of subject nations T og-eth er with his squadron com­
by the Nazis, was packed i n lar ge ma nder, Lt . Edwar d '.V. Ha r,·is of 
wooden boxes an d st1 ~wn ave:· the Franklin, Tenn., and two olhcr 

I 
I 

T -5 LES LIE .J. J OLLS is station- \ 
eel in Germany wit h General Pa t- I 

inn 's Third Army. lie cnt.crcd ser- \ 
vice in i\pril , l !M-1, a nd left for over- 1 

. ~cas in Dcccmher, 19"4. Ile is the 
~on of John .J o lls o f Maple Rapids. ' 

i His wife, t he form er Miss Ruby Bax- I 
: tc r. anrl rla.ugillcr r eside in Maplu ! 
Ra pids. i 
- ---,------- ------ ! 
comrades, MacBride tou r ed the 
hastily evacuated founc!ry which 
boasted some cxccl leut labor sa ving· 
mach inery. P iled h (jh in silent 

l
', workshops were ingoLs and cast,­

ings which 11·il! never be used for 
their intended purpose. 

Cpl. MacBridc, 24, i~ a finance 
I clerk in a Lcam of the 309th Service 

Group. His orga n ization, a unit of 
the Ninth Air Force Service Com­
ma nd, is engaged in the servicing 
ancl main tcna nc-~ of a P 47 Thunder­

: bolt group and has been a warded, 
; the Meritor ious S e r v ice Unib 
P h quc ··for olltsLa ncling elevation to 
duty." 

i A grad uate of St. Joh ns h igh 
' school, M acBriclc has participated 
·in , tie campa i({ns t l1rnugh Notman-::, 
dy, northern F r rmce, Luxe·mbourg, 
Eclgiurn and Germany. He attend­
ed JVIich igan Slate college prior to 

, enl ~ring· t he scrv:cc in September, 
1942, a nd wen l overseas in the fall 
of t he folloll'i?1g y·Bar. He sern d 
in Lhe United K ingdom a t va rious 
air bases prior to the invasion of 
the conlincnL. 



As~oi•i;it"rl Prr~s Wircphoto 

OFF TO THE PACIFIC WAR go this pup "Butch" and his master, Lt; Bill Reese, of At• 
lanta, Ga. They a re shown just before they boarded a river boat al Camp Stonema n, Calif., for 
trip to troop Lransport. Reese is among new troops on the way to fight the ,lap~ . 

LATJ<;ST 1' 1CTU RJ<~ Of◄' GE,'\. D\VIGIIT D . ElSE NilO\\'J-;R 

~le has received a (,op Jh1~shtn honor 

A:-;._o,·iat1!d Pr~s~ Photo 
PRIVATE ANIJ BRUNO-­

Leaving for home in Muskegon 
Heights are P vt. LeRoy Hodges 
and his dog, Bruno, who was ac­
quired from th~ Germans. Pvt. 
Hodges, who wns wounded in 
Ilaly, has be011 stationed at 
Gardine r Genera I Hospital in 
Chicago. 
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Snrvived Nazi a t rocitieg 

1

FreedPOW 
Cites Effects of 
Nazi Brutali.t:y L'l'. SCHl\ll'J"r LT. PA ULSSEN L"I'. 11:B l-:li!IARDT 

J•a ls rr. l 11rn rrnrn .\·azi prison tamp 

Americans a re easy-going- until 
they come u p against Fascism, 
first hand. Then you feel dif­
ferent. 

Cpl. D avid Craig, 24, who· was 
freed from N azi captivity April 12, '. 
said W ednesday : 

"I never thought I could use a ; 
knife. I didn' t even go deer-hunt- I 
ing. But after I .saw whal was 

Tliree Detroit Pals I-Jo1ne 
frorn, Nazi Priso1i Ca111,p 

· happening-" 
Cpl. Craig lost 50 pound.~ during 

his n igh tmare four months ;is a 
German prisoner. . . 

ThrPe De t roit families were I clies since sc-11001 d~ys. Pnl ist cd in 
pleas;intly surpr·ised when a trio lhe Army Air Force together, and 
o( y011ng se rvicemen walh~d in ll'ere t R k en pri.soners toget her. 1 

unannou nced from their t " ·o-yen r They never ll'He ., epa rilled even 
sojourn~ in a Germ;in !")rison rnn1p. during- a change or p, i.son camps. 

"I SAW men shot, and beaten One of them, Lt. John J:'aulssen, 
with rifle butts, and d;·ing for lack 26. o · 15:i85 Fairfield, met his baby 

I of medical attention . And starv- snn for the fi rsl lime. 

I' ing- well, s tar vation is something 
. you jus t can't t a lk about." 
I: "You hear about J ap atrocities, 

but the Germans invented t ha t. 
stuff. I guess it doesn't maim 

H is wife, Esther. was "J11Sl mind­
ing J ohn . .Jr.," when hrr 1111,band 
rang the doorbell. 

• • 
, much difference wh ether it's LT. l'AU LSS l•:l\"'S homrcorning 

German or Japanese Fascism ! \\'As doubly gralifyin;;. Although 
you're fighting." · h i.~ \\'ife ha d written him e,·e-ry d:::t .v I Cpl. Craig w as taken prisone r he'd nc1:er reccil·c_d a word from 

,1ast D ecember, when the Germans hPr du nng the bttle r two ye,n·s 
1 
isolated his tank-J.:-stroying di vis - fts a f'OW. 
ion. 

"THEY JAllIIHED 11s in. sick, 
wounded, without clothing, 60 and 
70 to a boxcar. Dysentery was bad 
among us, and m ~ny men had 

- frozen feet ,'' he said. 
"Then they began ma rch ing us. 

We walkecd over 700 miles. 1t 
was awful. 

L t. Jac·k J\". Sc·h111ilf, :!I, nf 
I ~020 Va irfl e ltl, si m ply w all(etl 
in o n h i~ fa ther at wo r l<. 

August A. Schmitt was sitting· 
in his Corpora l e s ,• rvi<'e or rice 
ll'hen his ~on came inlo his office. 
· "He h~.sn 't ch ang·ed a bit."' h i:; 

f~thPr 1111d l111-~e sisLP.r s. ,\Ian• 
Alic- . R<Jlty Anne nnd l\l argHn·l. 
~x~lai111rd late r. 

"\\1hen guys ,lrop11~cl from 
tatigue, the l'\azis either kicl<ell • 
them or beat them with r ifl e 1:r: c JI A R 1, 1<: s ~I. 1,:11;,:n-
butts, or used the ir bayonets. , IIAR ll' I', 24. of J 2802 &>cone!. Hig-h-
"We thought we'd be liberated ! l~nd f'a rk, is gett ing about the 

by the Red Army, But they pu t I s,1 me kind of i-rceplion fr-nm his 
us on the march again . · wife.Virginia, and his mother. ~!rs. 

• • Charles F . Ebe rh a rdt. o[ 148 Glen-
"AT ONE STR,J!,A)I , scvcru l of dille, Highlnnd PArk. 

us tur n ed out to ge t a drink. Im- The three boys h~ ,·e hecn h11d- ' 
m ediately, the g uards sicked their I 
police dogs on us. One bit my leg 
clear t hrou gh m y ponts and boots." 

Cpl. Craig arrived home four 
days ago on a sixty-day leave. 

J\ !-:-Ol·1a l <:d P rrc::, \\'i rephoLo 

I I0,'1E !\G .-\1~ - Tech. Sgt. 
\Villia m Fabrizio, of Providence, 
R. T., lifts Sldppy, ship·s mascot, 
to a porthole for a loo!, a t home 
-the good oid U. S. A.-as t heir 

. ship docks a.L 3 piu in N ew 
Yod(. afte r a YOya61. f t'om E u­
rope. Bones nrny hr sca rce, but 
it's s lil l home 10 Sld p py, too. 



Works on B-29~s 

CAPT. RO])ERT PERRY 
; Lt. Robert Perry, son of Mr. and 
; Mrs. Fred P erry of Dewitt, was re-

l 
cently promoted from the rating of , 
First Lieutenant to Captain, accord- , 

. ing to word received this week. Capt. , 
Perry is serving with the 20th 
Bomber Command, somewhere in In­
dia, and his work is entirely with 

1

. 
the B-29 Boeing Super Fortress­
the type of plane that bombed Jap­
an last week. · He is a radar opera- 1 
tor, and also does installation work 

1 of radar equipm~nt. , I 
Soon after Pearl Harbor,. then in 1 

the Signal Corps, Capt. Perry was j 
sent to England to woz:k as an ob­
server. In this work he spent many I 
nights flying over Europe and the 
British Isles in fighter planes of 

1 the R. A. F. The knowledge he 1 

gained there is being used in this 
country to train our own fighters. 

Capt, Perry again left for over­
seas duty a few months ago, and is • 
now stationed in India. In a recent 
letter . to his parents, he described 

. a trip over "The Hump" in China, 
: and stated that he was having many , 
interestin , .. experiences 

I 

I 

Pvt. J~HN. HATTA h• att~hed J 
the Paratroopers :'t Camp · Mackall, ·I 
-N.--·C. •:He- was• mducted·· Oc~: 31,J 
1941; and Hr.:..: the.,..son,./of· l\lr . . a.nd "I 
Mrs. Joh~ -flatta,, Sr., of this clty. j 

' . Cpl .. CLAR~ L. SWANSON, son 
o( Mr.·and· Mrs. 'Victor. Swan59n~of 
·Fowler R-1; entered service Feb. 4, 
1943. He was formerly stationed at 
F~t, Kn~x, Ky., bJ!t now has. an J 
APO. number ·out•of-·New :;York. ,CpJ, 
Swanson,_ who was engaged_ 1n· 
farming before his induction, is as­
signed to ·an Ordnance 'Co . 

-..1.-- ---- -

Pvt. REINHARDT E. HAUSER, 
who is a mechanic in the Army Air 
Forces, was recently transferred to 
Gulfport, Miss. He has been c'tassi­
fied as an inspector on Flying For­
tresses. Pvt. Hauser was inducted 
into service Feb. 24,, 194~ and is the 
son ot" Mr. and ·,Mrs. Herman Hauser 
of st. Jo_hns R-4. 

Pvt. JAMES PARKS entered ser­
vice Dec. 8, 1943 and was sent to 
Camp Blanding, F la., for his basic 
training. He is the son of Mr. and 

· '.Mrs. Earl Parks of St. Johns, and 
his wife was the former Gladys 
Cole. Pvt. Parks is now stationed at 
Camp At~erbury, Ind. 

S-Sgt. ROBERT L. BALLINGER, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ballin­
ger, is ·. serving · somewhere in Eng­
land with_ the Army Air Forces. He 
-entered service Jan. '7, 1942 and left 
for overseas duty in January 1944._ 



There on D-Day 
I . ' 

LT. RALPH MAIER · 
This St. Johns flier, a pilot, had a 

seat high over Normandy 'on D-Day. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Maier of 

. St. Johns, he wrote his folks about i 
ID-Day plus one, and the following ' 
excerpt is taken from that letter: I 
I "Well, I suppose D-Day will ' be 

1 
pretty much. a thing of the past by 
the time this arrives and you will 1 

know probably as much as we do · 
by reading the papers. We all knew 
it was coming off the night before 
and I hap. a part in it, but can't say 
what now. our group led the 8th 
Air Force over before the troops 
landed. which makes us a pretty 
proud bunch here. None of us got 
any' sleep for quite a while. · I got 
four hours in two days and that 
was quite' a bit: Well, this is all 
I can say for now and will close for 
this time. I located Dr. Russell. I 
have:(l't seen him of course, but 
know where he is so if I ever get 

1~ome time off, can visit him." 

·, Pvt. JACK .GEi: has. reeently notl- ' 
~ed· his wue-;·,Mrs: Yei-gene Gee, that • 
he ., is sta:tioned" somewher' . it\·. New i 
Guinea.. He·' was :inducted into th'e -

1
! 

Army Jan. 26, 19~3;, and 'is ·assJ~ed , 
'to ·the •Medical' Corps. - He•-'.is The ! 
. SOD' of Mrs.•.Edw,ard 'P~rke,r of Ovid I 
-~~~ ~ !·,..-. ~-- t . ' . ... ·t·, ,:. ~~ \ t~r:. ..., 



i 
I 
I 
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Pvt. BURTON "KEENE CRAMER 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil E. ' 
Cramer of this city. He received 1 
h is basic training at Fort Sam I 
Houston, Texas, and is now sta- ; 
tioned at Fort Snelling, Minn. 

PAY TRIBUTE TO 
LIEUT. LAPHAM~ 

Memorial Service Is -Held atl 
Methodist Church · on 1 

S~~day· After:i;ioon · · 
,:,I 

Memoi:iat services were conducteg.: 
Sunday a{ternoon. at -the, St. · Johns·, 
Methodist church ,honoring , the , 
memory · ,of l.he late Lt.-. Gale \: G , j 
Lapham sbn of Mr. and Mrs,,-,p~yd~ 
oop1unit-'6f •. st. Johns, Lt. LaP,hanfl 
was kill.~d 41 ai;:tiQn · in Norlfl.a:gdy1: 
France),on June· 14, .. ,•·: -; 

· ~rvices' were. opened with an or-· I 
gan prelude by 1'4i"s. _George Osgood, : 
!ollowed1oy prayer and then a 'sQio ; 
by Harry Hulse. 'The memorial ser­
mon .'\V~}/siveI1, by 'Lt . . Har9ld_ E:~-uf- j 
i;n.E,ln; _fpnnerJy. a :.chaplam ,}':lth.-.tl}.e i 
.(U'my:.Air Fotces.·;Then followed''.'ll-1k' 
other solp by Mr; .llulse and· closing 1 

prayer · and benediction by· Rev. 
Kaufman. The ~ervices closed with 
"Taps" .followed by the organ post- I 
lude, g_uring which a large photo,. 

"graph 'of Lt. Lapham was viewed by 
the large number of relative.s .:and . 
friends In attendance. Mempers ·of 
the Legion P ost · acted as m;hers for 1 
the services. - · · . . · I 

Honorary pallbearers were J.· .E. 
Goldstein, ,;. a brothe:r,-in-laW,> Qf I 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; , Claud P!lmore · of 
Lansing and Theodore Rahl oI St. 
Johns, cousins, and ~wrence Prake, 
of Lansing, a close friend. ' 

Besides the parents, he leaves-one 
sister, Mrs. Myrtle Goldstein;. two 
nephew's, Gary and' ' Gale ' Goldstein 
of Brooklyn, N. Y.; a grandmother, 
Mrs. Frank utpham of St.,, Joh_ns; 
three uncles, Robert· .Danley, qf . .Lan­
sing, Palmer Lapham of ,San Diego, 
Calif., and Charle& Lapham' of Eaij( 
Bingha_m, besidei; . .9ther relatives. il,pd 
a host · pf frien4!!;-~? _ 

GAYLOIP) E. WARD, S ~-c, en­
listed in the Navy in June, 194:i, and 
is stationc<l at the U. S. Naval Re­
pair Base, San Diego. Calif. Before 
entering service he was employed as 
a -shop mecl_J.anic. Gaylord is the1 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. H . Ward of 
Dewitt. 

Cpl. ROBERT J. TRIEitWEILER, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Trier­
_weiler of .Eagle, entered service in 
February, 1943, Before induction he 

··was employed at the Ford 'factory 
1 

in Detroit. He left for overseas 
duty in November, 1943 and is . sta- : 
tioned somewhere in England. · 

Capt. o ·ONALD A: WRIGHT is 
serving with the Veterinary Corps 
in Burma. He practiced in Portland 
for two years before entering serv­
ic_e and ·is 'the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James J. Wright of Maple Rapids. 
He entered service Aug. 19, 1942, 
and was stationed at Camp Swift, 
Texas, for nine months prio·r to 
leaving for overseas. His unit is 
supporting Gen. Stillwell. Mrs. 
Wright is residing in Portland, 

.xt•F-:-;;~,~~~:~:::M::::.:.:::.::::::::::;_;:;::··-······. 

I Z. I 



Pvt. :Mahlon Devereaux is the ' 
third · son of Mr. and Mrs. Lynne 
Devereaux of St. Johns, who is now 
serving in the armed forces. He · 
was inducted Dec. 9, 1943, and was 
sent to Fort Knox, Ky., where he 
was assigned to a Tank Corps. Pvt. · 
DeYereaux is now stationed a.t Camp 
Bowie, Texas, and before induction 
was employed at the Motor Wheel. 
C_orp., in Lansing. 

-·Gets Wings-
~ . . ' 

ENSIGN RICHARD S. CitARK 
One of the youngest .-~'- Johns 

boys to be commissioned. 'tHe · grad-
uated Tuesday at l'_imsacola, Fla. · 

· M- Sgt. GAIL A. DAVIS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. 0. B. Davis, is sta­
tioned at Camp Carson; Colo. He . 
has served 19 years in the Army, i 
having first enlisted on Oct. 21, · 
1924. He is the seri;-eant ma.jOJ" of' 
an infantry division. Since the be- I 
ginning of ,_the · war he has had a · 
part in the organizing and training . 

, of three 'infantry' divisfons. The · 
first two are now serving overseas, 

1 and the destination for the third . 
, one i:\l whi_ch h.e is now serving is,; 
' of course, · unknown. 

Pvt. LA VERNE KRAMER, son of 

I 
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Kramer, re- . 

· ceived his basic training-: at Camp 
1 Blanding Fla. · He volunteered in 
· Septemb~r; , 1943, and was attached . 
· to an Infantry division. Pvt. Kra-
mer is now serving_ somewhere over- I 
seas. 

Lt. HELEN B. BRADLEY of the 
U. S. Army· Nurses Corps, is the 
daughter of 1'{rs. Mae Bradley of 
Maple' Rapids. She graduated from 
Maple Rapids high school in 1925 

· and received her· nurse's training at 
Hackley Hospital, Muskegon. Lt. 
Bardley en.tered tlle service in June, 
1943, and is stationed somewhere in 
Engl~nd . . 

Gets Wings 

LT. LEWIS S. PHILLIPS, JR. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Phip­

.Ups,. of Dewitt, received his wings 
1 · and c.onunission as a Second Lieu- 1 

tenant a.t Stutti:-art A_rmy Air Field, I 

!
. Stuttgart, Ark.,, Tuesday, May 23. j 
L. Phillip, ·enter~ ·the · service in 
Februacy, l943, a.rid, received his 
first · t'ra,411.rig l!,t Miami Beach and 
la:ter at· the Lafayette ·School of 
Aeronautics in Louisiana. He worked 
with bl$ father and brother on 
their farm near Dewitt before en­
listment. He . now goes on . to 
transition fly~g-'school for further 
conikt traJ~f in · larrer_ •aircraft. 



GERALD C FAIVER, Rdm. 3-c, 
is serving a.boa.rd a. light cruiser 
somewhere overseas. He is the son 
of Mr. anil Mrs. Clyde Fa.iver of St. 
Johns, and has been in the Na.val 
Reserve two yea.rs April 13, 1944. 

··- ............... 

I 
Sgt. HARRY B. OBERLIN is sta-1 

Honed a.t 'Midland, Texa.s, a.t a. Bom­
bardier School. Be is the son of Mr.! 
and Mrs. William Oberlin of Elsie , 
R-2 a.nd worked on the fa.rm with 
his' father before his enlistment. 
Sgt. Oberlin enlisted in the Army I 

I Air Forces a.nd entered service Feb. 1 

5, 1940. He Is engaged ;in mechancial 
1 1 work at the Bombardier School. 

Pvt Ronald C. Hyler is stationed 
some~here in the Ha.wa.iia.n Islands, 
where is is ~igned \o a radio com­
munications outfit. ~foi:e induc­
tion he . served. as inspector a.t the 
Motor Wheel. · JI«t left for ov;ersea;s 
duty in October, i943. Pvt. Byler 1S 

the son of Mr. a.nd Mrs. Mitchell 
Hyler .of this city, a.nd his wife, 

, Lillia.JI, a.nd little. da,u_ght~ also re-

si~;:~~ -;:,_ ;J,;., .. . ~.'~\ ·.:• .·,· ,:.'.··~t= 

ALBERT TOLKSJ'.}ORF, S 1-c, is 
the sGn of Mrs. Macy Tolksdorf of 

Awarded Purple Heart i . . . -.. ·,. ;·;' .. - I 

' ~ i-1• ... 

PFC. KENNETH STOCKWELL 
Mr. a.nd· Mrs. ~na,-d- Stockwell 

. ha.ve received word· that their son, 
Pfc. ·:Kenneth Stockwell, !J.a.s been 

· injured in action in Ita.Jy, a.nd has 
been awarded. the Purple Heart. In 
a letter received this week he stated 

, that he has now returned. to duty. , 

Dewitt. He enli~ted in the Navy and i R.I\LMOND COIN, S 2-c, is the 
left for his boot !raining at Great ! son· of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Coin or 

· Lakes on May 14, _ 1943. ~e was I Dewitt. He enlist~d in ~he Nav_y 
later ~e~t to the Phila~e~phi~ ;Nayy1 I last · fall· and rece1Ved his recruit 
Yards · for further_ trammg .. Word training at Gr~at Lakes. 
w'as recently received of his safe I . ______ ·--;... . . 
arrival in En~. · 

~~~···· 
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i Smiling Dale Blqnding 
[ Gets Wings andReuilioiJ. ·. 
1
1 

For -?ome years past St. Jo?_ns_ '-Mrn.ReJcS1rnne or SC'J"oimsr.'I'he J 
, people ha ve taken more than pass- · three of us - from · the1 hometown', 

I 
ing . interest in a chJ.mky, curly- surely had a fine talk. It was great~ 
headed smiling Httle guy who grad- to meet these fellows- from home." '. . ,. 

I 
uated from high school' here, played Lt: Blanding is now stationed at. i 
foot-ba.11, and worked with his ·par- Cecil Field, Jacksonville, Fla.• He, · - ; 

.

1

. en.ts in their dairy business at 205 like all naval flyers, has to. quaJ,lfy·' · 
Brush street, St. Johns. These same as an expert naval e,'lria.tor, · naviga­
people will be interested, to know tor, .aer9log~t, gunner and radio· 
that this lad now has the "lieu ten·- operator and ar.e .:trained ' to . fly 

d fighter planes, dive bombers and 
1

1 

ant" handle ahead of _ his name1 an. m. Ulti.-engined bombers. · • 
has graduated as a Navy flier . . 

Following his graduation at Cor- !, . ,, . :.;:.?,R:·'.\:~!7'.o' ~-.. nd· e· 'd-) : ,;._,-::·~; 
: pus Christi , Texas, May 3, and while . fl' 1 1 U 
I spending a few days at the nome of 'I 
another flyer in New Orlearis, pale 
wrote his parents a let ter telling 
of the graduation and the "St. 
Johns reunion" which occurred the 

: same day. His letter says : 
"We finished flying out at Kings­

ville Field on Friday, the 28th, and 
moved over to the Main Station the 
next day to prepare for graduation. 
Had a nice long leave Saturday and 
Sunday and spent the next two 
days getting my uniforms ready and 
checking out. 

"Then came Wednesday-the day 
I've been waiting for for 14 months. 
It was a nice day and graduation - \ 
took place at 11 :30 in the morning. l 1 
The program was short, but nice. 1-

1

· 

We marched in and stood facing j 
the officers and people. The- Chap­
lain said a prayer and then we were . 

j given the oath and listened to a j 
i talk by the Co~ m andant, AdmiraJ 1.i,· 

Navy .,Vings .. · 

I 
PFC. RONALD }V. SPITZtE,Y · 
Mr. and Mrs. Anth,ony Spitzley, · 

, of Westphalia, this week rece~ved I a letter from their son, ,Pfc. Ronald ! 
\ W. SpitzlE:Y, saying that . he. ~a,s _1 

wounded In the shoulder and leg at 
i° the Anzio beachhead area in Italy. 

l'. He was awarded the Purpl~ Heart 
. and the . medal · has been forwarded 

1 
home. Ronnie reports he is getting 
the best of care. He was inducted . 

' /. Pfc. .. .John Grozdiak b.as been 
serving with the Army in Hawaii for 
'some time. ile '1s th·e son of Mr. 
and Mrs. .Wm.' Grozdiak of this. city, 
itnd was inducted Dec. 4, 1942. Be­
fore,. entering service he was em­
ployed in Chicago. · Pfc. Groo:diak is 

\'l~:t_ac~ed t~ an Infantry division. 

. Mis•6ing 
, Thursday, April 

1; Feb. 3, 1943, and trained 'with ·an .{ 
1i a.nti-tank outfit · at Fort McClella1,1 

in Alabama. He · went overseas ht 
; June and sa.w action in both Sicily 
' and Italy. 

T,SGT. RONALD J. TAYLOR 
. ~r, and Mrs. Charles Taylor, 600 
East Cass street, St. Johns, re­

' ce.!ved a telegram from the War 
' Department Tuesday morning that 
t l+eir son,' T-Sgt. Ronald J. Taylor 

i I LT. DALE BLANDING 

c. P. Mason. The national anthem 
was played and we were dismissed 
as officers. 

"An old custom is to give a dol­
lar to the first person who salutes 
you. 

"I met Joe Hopko from st. Johns 
that afternoon:· He saluted and I , 
gave him the dollar. He came to the ' 
graduation exercises. As we were 
walking back to the barracks we . 
met Bob Sirrine (son of Mr. and ·. 

.,__ --

was "missing- in action on April 8 
,ove'i· Germany" · 

I
. · T-Sgt. Taylor was inducted into 
service in February, 1942; and re­
ceived his radio training at Peter­
son Field , Colo, and arrived in Eng-

l 
Janel' about Fe_b. 15, 1944. One let ­
ter home referred to it "being hot 
up above t.ke clouds,'' indicating l ti.at ·"he had early been sent on 

I 
bombing :missions. 

Mr. ' and Mrs. · Taylor and their 
_ , family .lived for a num,ber of years 

l on Ji farm on US-27 1n:;ouve town­
smp:',.. They came to Te,;ide' in St. 

' Jonns".three .!year ago. Ariother son, , 
'. Pfq. Ro~rt ·Taylor, is iµ ~he :IWJl,r-
l termaster's department. ·1 · • ! 



Pvt. -GAYLORD E. SCHAFER° ancl Pvt. ARTHUR W. SCHAFER are 
, the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Jost,ph Schafer of St. Jo~s, :it~z: .. Gariord· was 
I inducted Feb .. 3,d942, and went overseas in June •. 1943 . . He )1-as , ~n'.ed in 
i. Sicily , for some time. Arthur entered service Feb:s; 1943,-an:d:-li~ been 
i serving. overse:,is for several. months. : • ;i · · 

Cpl. OSCAR STOCkWELL and Pfc. KENNETH STOCKWELL are . 
the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Le<mard Stockwell of St. Johns. Oscar en- . 

. tered service Aug. 4, 1941, and received · his basic training at Camp 
Wheeler, Ga. He ii now stationed · at Fort Benning, Ga., where he is, in 
charge of supply rooms. ' Kenneth entered service Oct. 6, 1942, and was . 
a.ssigned to the Signal Corps. He left for overseas duty last N_ovember 

1 and after serving for a few months in North Africa, was transferred to 
: It~y. 

. Pfc. ROBER,T W. ZUKER, son of 
Mr. and -Mrs'. William Zuker of St. 
Johns R-6, .is serving with the Army 

I 
I · 

i 

· Alr · Forces somewhere overseas. 
I Robert was employed in Lansing be- . 

I 
for~ his induction into service in l 1 

March, 1943. He was graduated 
from the local high school. 

' · 

_ENSIGN JAMES C. MATTHEWS 

. -:ovi;·~Soldier · Killed 1 
· Mr. ·and MJ.1S. Martin Maloney of J 

Ovid received word T(lesday :from 
. tl:\e War', ,Department that their : 
youngest son, Sgt. Bill Maloney, 22, I 
was killed in action in France July , 
12. He ·train~d at bp'th Camp .Robin- '. 
son; ' Ark., .. and Fort Benning, Ga.,.1 

and )eft• Fort Dix, N. J., in March 
. fo1; -'· England . . He was hQme last 
Thanksgiving fo;- the last time. He 
is ~ur.viyed .. bY, ·hi& · parents, two 

, b.rothers;:.Gorc\oh at · home, and Rus­
i se!J,'.41;,tlle.•Navy, who :js in tfaining 
, at ' :Norman,'-Okla., and-- three sisters, 
'. Mrs.' Eifna. Thompson- of Battle 
. Creek, ·iv.trs. Donna , much of Ches- I 
L ailing ~ri~ tu'la',t at_' non:_~· _ 

12.r 


