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GEORGE EDWARD SPICER, S 2/c, KENNETH E. SPICER, S 2/c, Pvt. WlLLIAl\I 
L. SPICER, Pfc. DONALD R. SPICER and Pvt. NORWOOD SPICER are the sons of 
Mrs. •Rhea Spicer of this city. "Eddie" was employed at the Shopping Basket bef'ore 
entering service last· June. He is now s tationed with the Navy at Port Huenem.e, Calif •. 
Kenneth, w~o enlisted in the Navy last June, recentiy notified his mother of his safe 

arrival in Hawaii. William wa.s inducted into the Army in February, 1943, and is serving 
with the Medical Corps somewhere overseas. Donald served for two years with the 119th 
Field Artillery and was recently given an honorable medical discharge. He is now em­
ployed in a defense plant. Norwood is stationed at Camp Gordon, Ga.,• with a Tank 
Division. He entered service Nov. 17, 1942. 

LEE DOYLE DUNHAM, Y 2/c, DUANE PAUL DUNIIAM, G M 3/c and DONAL EDWARD DUNHAM, 
S 2/c, are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Lee W. Dunham o[ Bath. Lee enlisted in the U. S. N.tvy May 31, 1940. 
He has seen a lot of actiqn an,1 has been in eight major ba:tue·s. He is riow serving as the Admiral's Yeo- , 
man. Duane a-nd Donal are twin~. Duane enlisted_ Dec. 15, 1942, and is on duty in the Atla.ntic. Donal ·en­
tered the Navy July 2, 1943, and is serving as Radiomin at Corpus C"-'"ti, Texas. 



Pvt. ROSS ,CORNELL, JR., and Pvt. JACK A.- CORNELL are the sons of· Mr. and Mrs. Ross Cornell of ! 
this city. Ross entered service Oct. 6, 1942, and before induction worked at the bomber plant ·in Ypsilanti. 1 

He is stationed at Reno, Nev. Jack worked in · Lansing before enterinr service March 5, 1943. Be is sta.- 1 

tioned in the Fiji Islands. Cpl. FREEMAN BLESSINGER is the husband of the former Alberta Cornell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ross -Cornell, and has been stationed in North .Africa for s'everaJ months. He Is 
a mechanic in the _Army and entered .. service July ' 18, I 942. 

Cpl. DONALD HAMBLETON and Cpl. RICHARD HAMBLETON ' 
are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Hambleton of St. Johns. Donald 
entered service Sept. 19, 1942. and served with the Army until Feb. 5, Cpl. ALBERT A. GEER enlisted 
when he was given an honm-able medical discharge. He has retum_ed in the ground crew of the Air 
to hls old employment in a Lansing bakery. Richard entered service Forces Sept. 1, 1940. He has served 
Feb. 3, 1943, and received his basic training in the Ordnance division at overseas more than a year , having 
Camp Santa Anita, Calif. He is now stationed a.t the Ordnance Base, be~n transferred r~eently from the 
Pomona Calif \ Middle East to Sicily. Before en-

' · ··-- - ------tering the Army Cpl. Geer was in a 
z 'o :,. 2 ~ 'o ;:J 'd .,: ~ ...: C. C. C. Camp for six months in 
.,, ,.. ~ ... i;: .,, :I: ~ ,g 'al j 1939. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs . 
., ~ o 5 " i:o. ~ ~ ..: <J Bert Geer of St. Johns R-2. 
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Cpl. WILLIAM F. WEBER, Jr., and GEORGE DONALD WE:B~R, 
S 2-o are th e s ons of Mr. and Mrs. William Weber of Fowler. Wilham 
enlisted in the Army March 6, 1941, and left for overseas in June, 191!2. 
He served for almost two years in Alaska and was only recently returned 
to the States for new assignment. George ·enlistd in the Navy May 18, 
1943 and has s erved o·n a destroyer in the Pacific since last August. Be­
fore' entering <;ervice both boys worked on the farm with their father. 

Missing in Pacific 

JOHN PAKSI, G. M. 3-c 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Paksi of Ash­
ley received word Sunday, Feb. 27, 
that their son J ohn Paksi, G . M . 3-<', 
23. of the U. s. Navy, has been list­
ed as missing in action. He enlist­
ed· in the Navy Jan 30, 1941, and has 
lieen overseas four times. He took 

I his boot training at Great Lakes . 
. Illinois, and was then sent to Nor­
folk, Va. From there he went to 
San Francisco The last letter re­
ceived by his parents was Jan. 31. 

Cpl. ANDREW M. HANACEK is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Han­
a.ct>k, R-1, Elsie. ,:;e · was inducted 
into service in March of 1943," and 
is· completing his training as a ball 
t.nrret gwtner on a Liberator bomb­
er at Pueblo Army Air Base, Pueb­
lo. Colo. 
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JACK BRITTON S 1-c Bkr. en­
tered service on April 26, 1944, and 
received his boot training at Gre-J-t 
La.kes, Ill. He is a baker aboard a 
~hip in the Pacific. Jack is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Britton of 
this city. 

WOUNDED 

PFC. IVAN FIDLER 



3 Ov.id Men 
Casualties 

Toll of Clinton Dead 
Anrl Wounded Continues· 
To Mount; Seven More 
Reported During Week 

Merle Secord, 22, son of Mrs. 
Minnie Secord of Ovid, was killed 
h , Germany March 11, according to 
word received Tuesday. He had 
been previously r eported as wound­
ed Dec. 27 in Belgium but had seem­
ingly recovered and returned to the I 
front. Mrs. Secord received a V- I 
mail Jetter from her • son on Wed­
nesday, March 28, which was writ­
ten March 5, in 'which h e said he 
was in a German home where 
things had been exciting. He was 
h ome on furlough in May, 1944, 
when he was married to Miss Helen 
Ylajaky of Ashley, leaving the next 
day for overseas. Besides his. wife, 
who is employed in Lansing, he is 
survived by his mother, a brother, 

~~ ~ ! Memorial Service ~ 
~ For Leonard Bond ~ 
) A memorial service for Lt. 
~ Leonard Bond, 23, son of Mr. 
,1 · and Mrs. Wilbur Bond of 
) Bingham township, will be 
< held at the St. Johns Metho-

dist church Sunday, April 8_ at I 
2 p. m. The Rev. H. W. Ellm­
g·er will conduct the service 

:;id f}~~~:/re asked not toJ . 
)5 A bombardier, Lt. Bond was 

!S) killed when his plane crashed 
over Scotland on last Decem­
ber 10th. 

~..r-...,~~..-".~~ 

Lyle of Laingsburg, and three sis­
ters, Mrs. Edna Mitts of Owosso, 
and Edith and Eva Jane at home. 

Pfc. Maynard Newcombe, 22, who 
had been reported missing in action 
since Dec. 1, 1944, is a prisoner of 
the Germans, according to word re­
ceived last week by his wife at Ovid 
lhis week. He is held at Camn 
Stalag IV B. . 

Pfc. Newcombe was taken pris­
cner while serving with an Infantry 
division in France and his wife was 
first notified that he was missing 
in action on Dec. 28, 1944, the day 
their son was born. She had re­
ceived no other word until Maren 
22 when she received two cards from 
him dated Dec. 28 revealing that h~ 
was well and safe. 

Maynard entered service on Dec. 
28, 1942, and received his basic 
training at Camp Claiborn, La., and 
at. Camp Howse, Texas. He left for 
cverseas duty in October of 1944. 

His wife, the former Muriel Fox, 
of Lansing, and his infant son make 
their home with her parents in Ovid. 

CPL. FRANK J . PROCHAZKA 

Keceives Air 1vieoa1 

LT. RALPH E. MAIER 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Maier, of St. : 

Johns, are among 90 next of kin of · 
Michigan AAF heroes who haYe 
been invited to Selfridge Field this 
Friday, April 6, to receive decora­
tions on behalf of officers and en­
listed men who are prisoners of war, 
killed or missing in action. 

On behalf of their son, 2nd Lt-. 
Ralph E. Maier, who is a prisoner 
of war in Germany, Mr. and Mrs. 
Maier will receive the Air Mectnl 
with two Oak Leaf clusters. 

. The citation which accompanies I \.he medal reads: "For merito1ious 
achievement in accomplishing with 
distinction several aerial operationnl 
missions over enemy occupied con­
tinental Europe. The courage, cool­
ness and ski!J displayed by this in­
dividual in the face of determined 
cpposition, materially aided in the 
successful completion of these mis­
sions. His actions reflect great cre­
dit upon himself and the Armecl 
Forces of the United States." 

Selfridge F ield personnel will par­
ticipate in the presentation cere­

! monies. there at 4:30 P. m . F_riday. 

, Local Bou Freed ·1; 

· Prom Nazi Prison : 
By ·Advancing Armu l 

Lt. Ralph E. Maier, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Maier, of 
St. Johns, is among those 
Ame1·:can prisoners of war in 
Germany who h ave been lib­
erated by advancing Allied 
armies, according to word re ­
ceived Tuesday by his parents. 

The .word came in a letter 
from Ralph dated March 3l~t 
and said, in part : 

··1 will say first of a ll that 
everything is all right. I' ·am 
feeling fine and hope I will te 
seemi; you all soon. I guess I 

1) 

i 
I 

\ am. too excited to write more. 
< "I have just been visiting 

l and eating dinner wiLh Ameri- l 
can troops. It's cert.".inly a 
wonderful fee'.ing to talk tp 

I Lhese boys." 
I Ralpl1, who i, a bomber pilot 

1
.? 

?i with the Army Air Forces, has i 
I been a Genrnm prisoner since 
( Aug·ust of last year. 



Lt. Willis Gregory Killed In Crash 
Word was received Sunday morn­

ing of the death of Lt. Willis Greg­
ory, son of Mrs. Reynolds Gregory 
of St. Johns, who was killed in an 
airplane crash near Victorville, 
Calif., where he was an instructor 
in the army air corps. 

Lieutenant Gregory fol·merly Jived 
with his parents two miles west of 
Elsie and with his brothers attend­
ed the Elsie school, graduating with 

, the class of 1941. His father, H. 
Reynolds Gregory, died two months 
ago and at that time Lieutenant 
Gregory was in St. Johns for the 
fun~ral services. He had recently 
completed 50 missions overseas. 

Surviving are the wife and one 
child who live in Nebraska; the 

, mother, Mrs. Gertrude Gregory and 
! twin brothers, Omar and Ellis of 
, St. Johns, and a brother, Myron, 
who is with the armed forces in ' 
Saipan. 

Mrs. Gregory and two sons left 
Sunday for Nebraska, where fu­
neral services will be held and bur­
ial at Fort Calhoun, about 20 miles 
from Omaha. The Gregorys for?Uer­
ly Jived in Nebraska. 

Cpl. Richard E. Eckert, of the U. 
S. Marine Corps, was killed in ac­
i!on on Okinawa on April 13, ac­
cording to word received by his wife 
here last Thursday. . 

Cpl. Eckert has been in servic~ 

CPL. RICHARD ECKERT 

since October of 1942 and has been 
overseas since December of last 
year. He is survjved by his wife 
and an Infant son; his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Andrew· Eckert, four 
brothers and two sisters, all of 
Grand Rapids. Mrs. Eckert is the 
former Wauneta Stewart, daug·hter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Stewart, of 
St. Johns. 

Sgt. Charles Berkhousen, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Berkhou­
sen of St. Johns, has been repor ted 
missing in action since April 14. Sgt. 
Berkhousen has been with the U. 
S. forces in Germany and was last 
heard from in March. 

Pfc. Albert Krause is in a hos ­
pital in the Philippines where he 
is receiving treatment for wounds, 
according to a letter received Tues­
day from him by his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Krause of St. Johns, 
R-l. Pfc. Krause has been overseas 
about 21 months. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hemingway 
of Eagle have received a war de­
partment telegram informing them 
that their son, Sgt. John Heming­
way, was wounded In action in Ger­
many on April 1 7 and is recovering 
satisfactorily in an army hospital. 

Sergeant Hemingway was induct­
ed into the army March, 1942, and 
went overs·eas in October, 1942. He ! 
was with a tank division of the Sev- · 
enth army and had served in cam­
paigns in Italy and southern France 
before going into Ger)llany. In a 
recent Jetter to his parents, he 
states his tank ran over a land 
mine. Two of his buddies were se­
rlously wounded in the expl06ion, 

Gets Purple Heart 



' his elementary · and high school 

St. Johns Off.leer : educatio_n in the St. Johns schools. !J 4 More Clinton 
: Captam Foo's assignment to Churn I 

I T L
• 

1 
I by the army in -1943 was not his . M R t d · 

P ans O Ive n l first visit to the homeland of his I en epor e 
I parents. He went there in 1934 and : I A C It• 

Ch. Af w !' enrolled in Lingman university in 'I ! S · asua 1es 
'1 1na ter ar Canton studying at the school ' 

througl~ 1938 when he returned to Pfc. Simon M. Smith, son of Mr. 

I the United States. and Mrs. Joseph E. Smith, of Port-
Captain Charles T. Foo His intention of establishing in-_ land has been missing in action in 

En',1·s1·ons Iitdttstr1·a1 dust1·y in China is not one merely of ' . . d" \ Germany smce Apnl 5 accor mg mercenary character, but a keen de- . . • 

I Opportunities There sire to aid the people of his parents' to word received by his par~nts. 
i1ative land- to protect the Chinese Pfc. Smith has bee~ with the I Capt. Charles T . Foo, J:··, of the ' a ainst another invasion. He seeks medical corps of the Third Army . In 

; United_ States army'. American bo1:n t; help modernize the land. France and Germany. He was 111-

h
of Chmesethancestt1y, p:ans two Captain Foo, who is to start his 

omes m e pos war e1 a:--on~ m , return journey to China around the , 
Chma. and the other here m Mich- middle of April, was commissioned I 
iga 11

· in the army after completmg the : 
Captain Foo, son of Dr. and Mrs. Michigan state college R.O.T.C. \ 

Charles T. Foo, of St. Johns, has re- training in June, 1942. He left the I 
centlv returned from China, where campus to attend an infantry train- ! 
he spent over . a. year ':"'ith Chin_ese ! ing course at Fort Benning, Ga., and , 
forces as a tramrng officer and ha1- i was later sent to China. 
son officer during the Salween cam- · 
paigns. He was ordered to the United I 
States for rest and rehabiliation inf 
January. I 

The Clinton county man, who was I 
born in St. Johns and is a journal- , 
ism ma]or graduate. of Mich igan 1 

State college, has intentions of re­
turning to the home of his ances­
tors, because he regards it as about, · 
t.he last "great geographical frontier 
in the world.' ' He visions opportuni­
ties in either t-he field of busines3 
or production. 

Captain Foo's ideas were formu­
lated during his recently concluded 

Honor Graduate 
i 
I 

· PFC; SIMON M. SMITH 

ducted in to service in November of 
1942 and has been overseas since 
September of last year. 

Mrs. R. E. Eckert received word 
Thursday morning that her hus­

' band, Cpl. Richard E. Eckert, was 
· killed in actio» April 13 while fight­
. ing with the u. S. Marines on Oki-

I 
· nawa. /' 

S 1-c Clarence E. Atwater, who is Cpl. Eckert entered service on 
i t1 ammg to become a U. S. naval Oct. 2, 1942, and served with the 
j aircrewman, graduated last week ,1s Marine Corps in California until he 
I one ot ten honor students in hi.; went overseas in December of 1944. 

class at aerial gunners school in He is sux:vived by his wife, the for­
Jacksonville, Fla. Son of Mr. and , mer Wauneta Stewart, of St. Johns; 
Mrs. Charles E. Atwater, the 19- _; an iniant son; h is parents, Mr. and 
year-old bluejacket previously com- ;: Mrs. Andrew Eckert ; four brothers· 
pleted a course at aviation ordnance Hand two sisters, all of Grand Rapids. 
school at Norman. Okla. He 1s 1 __ 

next scheduled for operational i Mrs. Maude Walker, of St. Johns, 
training as ordnance-gunner 111 1 has r·zceived word th at her husband, 

i Na.vy planes at Banana River, Fla., : Pfc. Kenneth E. Walker, was slight.-
CAPT. CHARLES T. FOO I after which he will receive his air- , ly wounded while fighting with U. 8. . I crewman's wings. Atwater ,enlist- I forces in Germany on April 9. He 

period in Chma, when he became ed in the Navy June 21, 1944. t ak- . is now in an English hospital. Pre. 
associated with other Amencan · ing recruit training at Great Lakes, .,

1 

Walker is the ·son of Ed Walker, of 
Chmese from the east. He hasn t Ill. · Duplain township. 
any definite plans as to what busi- ·- --- - -

1 
- --

' 11ess ·they will found, but he feels I Pfc. Frank Horwath, son of Mr. 

I 
that it undoubtedly will be in the and Mrs. John Horwath, former 
field of engineering. Captain Foo : residents of Maple Rapids, was 

, mys that he will be the organizer seriously wounded in Germany on 
for the gToup, while the other Chi- April 2, when he was shot in both 
nese-Americans will furnish tile en- thighs. He is now in a hospital. in 
gineering experience. Germany. Pfc. Horwath was in-
' He hasn't any plans to make his · ducted into the army from St. Johns 
home permanently in China, hopini; in June, 1944, and went overseas in 
to commute between the Asiatic I November. 
count.ry and Michigan, to maintain 
contact with his parents. His father 

I
: has been a practicing physician here 
~ince 1915 and Captain foo received 
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DONALD FIFIELD, First Class Torpedo Man, PVT. GLENN FIFIELD, 
and ROBERT FIFIELD, S 1-c, are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Fifield 
of this city. D<,nald entered service in July, 1940, ancl has been in nine 
battles in the Pacific. He has been given a. medical discharge from ser­
vice and is now residing with his wife in Detroit. Glenn entered service 

Ji in Ma.y, 1944, and is stationed at Camp Howze, Texas. Robert is now, 
..... stationed at Port Chicago, California. He ha.s had 12 months of shore 

Pfc. Lyle Foote Cpl. Lionel Foote Cpl. Ola Olson duty. . 

A five star flag adorns the window of Mr. and l\Irs. James L. Foc·te of R-4 St. Johns for three sons anil 
two sons-in-law now serving in the armed forces. The eldest son, PFC. LYLE FOOTE, is in the Air Corps at 
Keesler Field, Miss. Lyle entered service in September, 1942. He lives with his wife who works in a depart­
ment store in Biloxi. CPL. LIONEL FOOTE entered service in August, 19-11 and received his training at Camp 
Eustic, Va., and Camp _Davis, N, C. Cpl. Foote is now stationed in the Hawaiia n Islands with a Coast Artillery 
company. PFC. IVAN FIDLER, half-brothl(r of the boys, entered service in June, 1944, and received his jn­
fantry training at Ca-mp Blanding; ·Fla·. ·'He' left" for overseas in December, 1944. He:· was wounded March · 7 

1 
while serving with. General Patton's Army. He is now in a hospita.l in France and has been award~d the 

I
' Purple Heart. CPL. OLA OLSON, husband of the for mer Irene Foote. entered service in January, 1941. Be 

1 
~eceived the _ratin~ of Surgical Technician after atte~ding _several schools in ,the states. He is now stationed 

1 m Fort Jackson, s. C. .l\'lrs. Olson and daug·hter resule with her parents. CPL. JAMES BOYCE, husband of 
l the former Evelyn Foote, entered service in February, 1942, and received his training in several states with a 
. Chemical Warfare Unit. Cpl. Boyce left for overseas in September, 1943, and has been transferred to a n in-
fantry division. He is receiving his training in England. Mrs. Boyce is employed at the J. C. Penuey store· 
and lives with her parents. · 
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LEE ORDWAY S 2-c so,"l of Mr. 
and· Mrs. Fred Ordway of this city, 
is statioqed at a· Repair Base at Sa.n 
Diego, Calif.' He entered servfoe 

., Dec. 1, 1944, and received his boot 
- - -------training at Great Lakes, Ill. 

N 
()o 



'.'~:ERL LOUIS FOERCH S 1-c was I 
inducted into the n'."vy on Ap!·il_ 6, 1

1 
1944. He received his boot trammg 
at Great Lakes, Ill., and is now \ 
serving aboard a cruiser i•n the Pa- , 
cific. His wife, Mrs. Dor:s Foerch, ! 

· and two daughters reside on their , 
farm north of Shepardsville where , 
he was engaged in truck gardening· ' 
before e,;itering service. 

Commissioned 

! Aviation Cadet William B. Wan-
, less received his wings this we-ek 
after graduation ceremonies nt 
Moore Field, T exas. and has bee!1 
commissioned a second lieutenant 1 

in t h~ Army Air Forces. He is the \ 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Archie E. Wan- •,· 
less, of wayne, former Clinton 
county residents. 

S - SGT. REX L. WORRALL and CPL. RICHARD WORRALL are the 
sons of Mr. allll M . .rs. Wilbur Worrall of this city. Rex entered service 
on March 5, 19·!3, has served a s a waist gunner on a B-24 in the European 
area, and h as completed 35 missions. Sgt. \Vorrall is now training at 
San Antonio, •rexas. Richan! entered service on December 8, 1943, and 
left for overseas in !\fay, 1944. Cpl. Worrall is serving in a. postal unit 
in Holland. His wife and two children reside in St; Johns. Before en­
tering service ht was a m a il carrier in this city. 

S-Sgt. ARTHUR J{IRBY enlis ted 
in the Air Corps in .January, 1942, 

\ ancl left for overseas in July, 1942. 
1 S-Sgt. l{irby is now sta.tio•nc d in 

I 
northern Italy as a. crew <>hicf, lie 
is the son of Mrs . Hazel Groves of 

1 this city, 

BERNARD C. NELLER F 1-c re­
ceived his boot training- at; Gre:1 l 
Lakes. Ill., and now has a Fleet 
Pos toffice address out of San Fran­
cisco, Calif. He is the son of · M t·. 
and Mrs . Clarence Neller of R-5, St. 
Johns. His wife and family rc.;ide 
in Detroit. 



Gets Silver Star 
For Capturing 22 
German Soldiers 

S-Sgt. Oliver D. Gillespie, son of 
, Mrs. Clara Gillespie ot St. Johns, 
has been awarded the Silver Star 

' for gallantry in action in France . 
. During the engagement for which 
. Sgt. Gillespie won his a ward he was 
credited with capturing 22 Germans 
single-handed. 

I . 
I i I S-SGT. o. D. GILLESPIE I. 

The citation accompanying the 

I 
medal reads: "F or gallantry in ac- , 
tion against the enemy on Novem- 1 
ber 28 1944, in the vicinity of Mer- t 

: ten, France. · 
"Leading his squad, Sgt Gillespie 

reached the outskirts of Merten de- , 
spite dir·zct artillery . and heavy 
small arms fire. When the squad 
attempted to assault a heavily for­
tified barn, such intense fire was 
met that he immediately took ac­
tion to secure cover for his men. 

· "Skirting the hostile position alone . 
and coming up to the rear, he sur­
prised the enemy in the act of dis- : 
placing 22 Germans. Believing i 
themselves to be surrounded, they ! 
surr endered to Sgt. Gillespie. I 

I "His bold leadership and great I 
I personal courage, enabling his com- ; 
1 rades to occupy the company ob- 1 

I jective with a minimum of casual- , 
ties, reflect distinct cre_d_i t on Sgt. I 
Gillespie and on the m111tary serv- 1 
ice." 

Sgt. Gillespie entered service on I 
July 22, 1942. and has been overseas I 
wit h an Infantry division since 
August of 1944. H e is now in Ger-

! many and was previously given the 
i Infantry Combat Bnd?e. A b_roth­
er, Pvt. Phillip Gillespie i~ stationed 
with our forces in England. 

PFC. DONALD V. OTT is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ott of this 
city. He was inducted into ser~ice , 
in July, 1943, and has been assigjled ' 
to a, military police escort guard. : 
He left for overseas duty in Aug-ust, j 
1944, a.nd is now statio1~e~l some- , 
where in the South Pac1f1c. Pfc. 
Ott was a g-raduate of the local high , 
school with the class of_ 1943. I 

CPL. WILLIAM G. FELL is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Fell of 
Olive township. He was indµcted 
· into service Jan. 26, 1943, z,.nd is 
serving with the 1\-Iedical corps a.s 
a motor mechanic in southern Italy. : 

SGT. JOHN FLAK, Jr., is station- , Pvt. VERNON J. PUNG is the son 
ed in Germany with the First Anny. of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Pung of 
lie entered service in January, 1941, :Fowler. He entered service in r-:o­
and left for overseas in November, vember, 1944, ancl received hlS m-
19H. His wife, the former Miss fantry train:•ng a.t Fort McClella~, 
Dorothy Edlin of Carson City, anll Ala. Pvt. Pung left for overseas m 
son are temporarily residing at the March, 1945, and is now ~ta tioned 
home of his pa.rents, Mr. and Mrs. · in Germany. Before en tering serv -
John Flak, Sr. ice he was a farmer. 
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I I 
I I ROBERT G. REEVE, S 1-c, enlist. I PVT. ROLAND L. HALLEAD and PVT. RICHARD A. HALLEAD are : ed in the Navy 'in March, 1944, re·-
' the sons of Mr. and Mrs_ John A. Hallead of Perry. Roland was inducted i ceived ·bis boot training at Gi;eat 
I into service in l\ugust, 1944, and teceived Air Oorps training at Buckley I Lakes, Ill., and ll.lllphibious training 
I Field, Colo., .and Keesler Field, Miss. He is now expert rifleman and is I at Coronado, Calif. Seaman Reeve 
stationed at the Replacemeut' Depot at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. I has spent the past 10 months in the I 
Richard entered service in March, 19~, and received his basic training Pacific . . He is the son of Mr. and. I 
a.t Fort ~cClellan, Ala. He now has an APO address out of San Fran- I Mrs. Guy Reeve of St. Johns. ! 
CISCO, Calif. ______ _ _ _ • j · , 

I CPL. LEONARD F. BROOKS, son 
of Mrs. Bessie Brooks, received his 

GLENN C. PLOWMAN S 1-c and DONALD OSGOOD S 1-c, both hO'norablc discharge at Wakeman 
formerly of near St. Johns, had the pleasure ··of meeting in China sev- ,Genera\ hospital in In~iana on Oc­
eral weeks ago. Glenn entered service April 15, 1945, and left for China tobcr 23. He served with the ai·my f 
on Oct. 15, 1945. Donald entered the Navy about the same time. i three years, of whic~ 30 mo1~ths 

were spent overseas with the Fifth 
Air Force. 



War Casualty 
: pendence, Kan., and Abilene, Tex., · 
1 before being sent overseas Aug. l, 
1 1944. Lt. Cowles was at a Port of 
i Embarkation ready to go across in 
J April, 1944, when he was called 
i home by the death of his father. 

Mayn~rd _'."JIS stationed in Eng­
land a short time· before going to 
France and active duty as a fighter 
p1_lot. He was the recipient of the 
Au- Medal with five oak leaf clus- · 
ters before leaving on the fateful · 
bombing mission. 

S~rviving are his mother, recently 
of St. Johns but now living in Port­
land; one brother, Glen of Soutn , 
Haven; one sister, Mrs. Webster 1 

Lmebaugh, living nea r Portland· / 
and · a 93-year-old grandmother', . 
Mrs. Virginia Hill, of Portland; be- , · 
sides many other relatives and i 
friends. i 

He was a . member of the Map!E: i 
. Rapids -Methodist church and ac- i 
1 tive in the_ young people's group. 

1

. 
;He was a kmd and loving son anJ 
well liked and respected by both 
young and· old in his home com- 1 

munity. Maynard had expected to · PFC. JAMES E. SALI, son of Mt·. I 
take over _the management of the and Mrs, Jim Sali of Olive township, 
big farm 11: Essex township upon entered service in June, 1944, a.nd · 
his return from service. left for overseas in November, 19<1"1. 

LT. MAYNARD L. COWLES 

Receives Word 
;Of Son's Death1 
/ Memorial Service· to Be j . 

I Held for Lt. Cowles April _1 

! 7, at Maple Rapids Church\ 

i A memorial service will be held 
1 at the Methodist church in Maple 
Rapids, at 2:30 p. m., Sunday, April 
7, for 1st Lt. Maynard L. Cowles, 
now officially listed as killed in 
action. 

Mrs. Austin Cowles received word 
from the War Department on 
March 8, informing her of her son s 

He was a machine gunner with the 
Seventh Army in Germany. 

death, Lt. Cowles had previously PVT. LOIS FRANCIS, I 

been declared missing in action of Mr, and Mrs. Elmer Francis of I JOHN L. JONES, S 1-c entered 
· from March 3, 1945. He was pilot of !'l--5, St. Johns, l_s receiving her med- I service in August, 1945,_ and is_ '.llOW 

a P-47 Thunderbolt ard was on a , 1cal WACs · traming . at El Pa~_o, I attached to an outgoing umt at 
dive bombing mission over Ger- ,_Texas. Before entering service m Great Lakes, Ill. He was recently 
many when he was shot down. I May, 1944, Pvt. Francis was employ- ' released from the Naval Hospita.l 

Lt C 1 . . I ed as secretary in the State Health at Great Lakt:s where he suHer!;<l ! 
; ow es and his fel~ow pilots Department in Lansing. Lois grad- bronchitis. He is the son of Mr. and! 

took _off from Etam, Fian~e, the uated from Rodney B. Wilson high Mrs. K. L. Jones of Greenbush 
~ornmg of Marc~ 3, a1:d while fly- school with the class of 1~43, township, 
mg along the Rhme River the for- ----··--·-··-·--- _ 
mation ran into heayy anti-aircra.ft, 
fire. It is presumed that the Essex, 
tow11Ship youth was Jost in this 
action. ·, 

Maynard was born in Essex 
township Jan. 14, 1922, the son of 
Austin E. and Clara A. Cowles. He 
grew to manhood on the farm 
where he was born, attending the 
Grove school, Maple Rapids high 
school and Michigan State college. 
He learned to fly at Lansing Air­
port while attending college and. 
before entering service. · 

He enlisted in the Army Air Corps 
Jan. 14, 1943, his 21st birthday an­
niversary. He trained at San An• 1 

tonio, Texas, Sikeston, ·Mo., Inde- , 



Coast Guardsman CARL F . MIL- j . WILLIAM F . HOLLEY, IVIOMM 2- c and Pvt. ROBERT G. HOLLEY 
LER, fireman first class, son of Mr. I are the s ons of Mrs, Mary A. Holley of Lan sing. William recently re. 
and Mrs. F r ed Miller of Fowler, i s 

1
, tu.med to the slates after serving 2-3 months in the E uropean Theater of 

serving aboard a Coast Guard man- War with sea rescue and amphibian forces. He was in the Anzio and 
n e d Army freii;ht supply s hip in the I Sa.Ierno campaigns. , Pvt. Holley has been receiving infantry tra ining for 
Padfic ll'ar theater. His ship is on'°! several months a t Camp Living·ston , Louis iana. 
of many Coast G uard-manned vcs - 1 
sels carrying· vital materia l· of war ) 

I to our invasion forces, closing in on \ 
the Jap homeland. Carl has two , 
brothers, Fred and Edward, serving 

1

, 
with the a rmed forces. 

-- - - -·-
chigar;-June 7. 1945 

\Vounded 

PFC. JOHN li.OND I 
:Mr. and Mrs. ·A. L. Bvnd of this 

city r eceived word this week that I 
t heir soi,, PJ'c. John I". Bond , receiv- i 
ed a flesh injury in t he leg while iu 
active duty in the Philippine Is land~. 
He wiil be conflnect to the hospital 
for two m onths be fore returning to 
nis outfit . He has been awarded 
the purple heart. Pfc. Bond ent ered : 
service in· September, 1944. a n d rc-1 
ceived hii; infantry trainir,g at Camp 
F·.rnnin, Texas, and left Jur uven;eas I 
on F ebruary 19, 1945. 

PFC. ROY E. STEWART and WILBUR D. STEWART, HAL°C are ' 
the sons of Mr. and ·M rs. Archie Stewart of R -1, St. Johns. Roy entered 
service in February, 1942, and left for overseas in July, 1945. He is serv­
ing with the 31st America.n Division in the Philippine Islands. Wilbur 
enlisted n the Navy in January, 1943, and left for overseas in August, 
l ~~-~ _!le_ is serving with ,L hospital unit in the Southwest Paeific: 



Little Ships Performed 
Major Role On Okinawa 

Dr. and Mrs. William B. McWil- chorages. These Pickets moved 
Iiams of Maple Rapids, recentiy re- back and forth throughout the day 
ceived Ii. letter from their son, En- . and night. The enemy chos-e to 
sign Kenneth R. McWilliams, who fight the main battle along the 
is now stationed on Leyte island in Picket line. This in itself is a trib­
the Philippines. He is a gun,1ery ute to the men who manned thi3 
officer on the L. C. S. (L ) No. 70 outer line to report the statistics on 
and saw action a t Saipan and Oki- ships sunk or damaged in the bat-
nawa. . . tie of Okinawa. It reflects the spl-en-

1 
· Ensign McWilliarns enclosed an did manner in which they did their I 
I interesting article with his lett,n, • job of keeping the e11emy away 
: which was written by w. H. Law- from the ci:owded transport area ' 
, rence of the New York Times. This th.at once sheltered more than 1,000 
j story tells of the t rem2ndous job sl;lips. 
i done by the smaller craft of ihe Casualties Heavy 

Navy at Okinawa. 

I. "One out of every three of these . 
The story follows: . ships that served the outer Pickt:t 
"The Navy threw a Picket line : line was sunk or damaged in this 

across 'Bogey Highway' to keep Jap 'rf.ieri:e, never-ending v~ndetta with 
ship breakers out of the Okinawa the Kamikaze Kids. Of the ships 
transport area. These Picket ships, 1 engaged at various times in this 
none larger than destroyers, fought : duty, nine were sunk a nd 21 were 
and won the longest and hardest damaged. Our casualties among I 
battle in the history of naval wa:· - , these ships on the outer line ex- / 
fl:!re. They suffei·ect the greate;t ceeded 1,000. But the Japanese 
losses in men and ships -~ver sus- could not win. Guns of ships on I 
tained by the United State~ Navy. , the outer line accounted for 490 ! 
But they fulfilled their mission of enemy aircraft. 

·keeping the bulk of enemy aircraft "Between the outer line and th-e 
out of th~ transport area, wlwre I transport area there was !another 
vital supplies for the soldiers and , stream of light naval units which 
~arines were _being unloaded. It I took on the Japanese plan~s that 
1s no exaggerat10n to any that theF,e 1 little ships, which seldom have the , 
chance for glory given to the air- / 
craft carriers and the battleships, 
performed a major r ole in our great 
victory on Okinawa. 

Gunnery Superb 
"This thrilling story, which ,::an 

be told for the first time now thf1t 
the Okinawa campaign is won, 
constitutes an epic that will live 
forever in the annals of the Navy. 
It is a story of the tough littl~ ships 
and brave men whpse extraordinary 
gunnery took care of the best the 
Japanese Air Force could throw at 

· our Okinawa operation. 
"They were at 'General Quarters,' 

I more than 150 times during the 831 
1 days of the land fighting on Oki-
1 µawa. These air alerts lasted from ! 
I a few minutes to several hours and ! 
1 came at all hours of the day and 1· 

night, as the Japanese sent over 
200 aircraft in a single attack. J 

Jap Suicide Boats 
"Commanded by Commodore Fred- · 

erick Moosbrugger, himself a hero / 
of naval fighting off Vella La Vella. 1 ENSIGN Mc WILLIAMS 
in 1943, these Picket ships stood 
guard as much as 60 miles of Hagu- managed to get by the first group 
Shi anchorage, but the Pickets did of Pickets. During the campaign 

I 
have to cope with scores of small we employed several hundred ships 
suicide boats carrying powerful ex- in this work, of which three were 

1 plosive charges, which naval men sunk and more than a score were 

I called 'skunks.' A few submarines I damaged. 
were encountered and depth charg- "It was the inner screen thr. t I 

I 

es were dropped. Whether any handled most of the suicide boats. , 
submarines were sunk or damaged It was the fine work of these ship~ 1 

has not been announced, but the and -especially their superb gunnery , 
. enemy aircraft which the fighting- that demonstrated conclusively that i 
men called 'Bogey,' that made this the Kamikaze weapons could not ' 
the toughest duty navnl men have wm the war. It cannot be demed ; 
had to face in this war, suffered that this type of attack was d1u11 -
heavy losses. aging, but it could not. destroy m any 

"To form the Picket line, the I of_ t!le ships J:lit and co:11d not di­
Navy stationed destroyers, destroyer i m1msh the flghtmg spmt of the 
escorts and LC S's in great arcs he- I brave men and officers who sailed/ 
fore the approaches to Hagushi an- , them." 

County's 56th 
War Casualty 
Is Reported 

Howard Benjamin, 30, of 
Lebanon Township, Dies 
From Battle Injuries 

(;linton coun ty 's toll of dead from 
injuries re<.;cived in World War II 
reached 5G T uesday morning when 
J-low::rc.J 1~. Benjamin, 30, of Leb­
anon township, passed away at the 
Vel.ernns' hospital in .Mendota 
Wiscon:')in. . ' 

Young Benja min suft'erP,d a se·~ 
vere head i11,i11ry whilP. fighting 
wi th a tank compl111 y in Germanv 
two days before V-E Day in 1945. 
/1f!:er t rcatm2nt fnr his injury in 
ho~pitals ovi, rseas 11,~ was f!owi1 Lo 
lh is country Jor furi.1,i' r t reatmen t 
in Ju ly of las t year. 

He WDs a µa l.ii,nt a t • Percy Jonr, 
hospital in BalLJe Cn!ek until ,Jan-
118.l'Y 19 of this year wh·en he was 

:.:-o~~ ii 
~ @;:;:;: "" 
-~ ·- 0~ 

-ooli::o. 
ro a; o u v 
;_; ;;:: ~ -g 2 § 
~§dro_s,c: 
'})Cf) .-"'H(/.}~ 
~ t.,..., 0 H ,-, i;;j 

~ 0 ~;.... .... -

.;'ld~>~~ 

.c E.,,.,,:2 ~ 
QJ ::, · -o <.)::, @t ~ ,::jr>i 
~<l):S~~~ 

>i·~~~ ~ 8 :... ..... -..c (j,..j~ 
- ~EO<l)O~~ 

I!OWAl:D 1-'. l~f, N.JAIVIIN 
I 

c:, ?n,,; 9-' i:: -o,.. 
I ~ V4 ;... ..a d ~ Q.) 

trun.,ferrr d . to t,he Wi~consin hos- i 15 ~..., t 'in 0 
pit,d where llis dea th ()r:cuned. He· 
l'e..:eived his honorab le di~chargP 
frc1.11 l.11<" Anny ~fl.;::1· Iii., t.r~nsfer t.o 
'Wisconsin. Tht' head injury af-
feded his ,;ig!,L in 011e eye ancl 
paralyzed all arm and lefi . 

I0ol' a time Ile .~eemed to be re - j 
covering- from his injury and while I 
he was a pal.w.nl at Percy J'ones he I 
recovered the use oi his arm and 
leg and was a llowed lo come home 
on week-end passes. 

Howard en tered se rvice in Janu-' 
ary of l!J42 and wus sent overseas in ,

1

1 

M~rch of 1943. He is n1e son of . 
Mr. and Mrs. Freel Benj:.m1in, of I 
Lebanon. ancl was a graduate of lhe 
Fowler hit:;h school. 

The body was brought to the Os­
good fun('ral home in · St. Johns 
Wednrsdar and funeral services will 
be held at .2 p. 111. today (Thursday) ! 
from l!1e SL. Jolrns Met11oclist J 
church. Buria.l will be in Mt . Rest· 



I 

PFC. ROBERT WILLIAM GILL- I . 
SON was inducted into service on . CPL .. JAMES V. BA~SE is . 
April 15, 1!)4J. He received training honed m_ Italy as a ski trooper m 
in several camps in the states and t.he me_1hcal __ d~partment of the 
left for overseas on April lS, l9H. , mountain d1v1s'.on. Cpl. Baes~ has 
He has served in New Guinea, Ans- , served on ~1ska Island. , He 1s the 
tralia, and Netherlands East -Indies.· son_ of Mr. and Mrs. Onas Baese of 
Pfc. Gillson is now stationed in the · Elsie, and has anoth~r bro_ther, Cpl. 
Philippine Islands with the famous : Rober!, O. Baese, sl,atloned m Burma. 
Red Arrow division in the medical · 
battalion. He is the son of Mary B. 
Gillson of Greenbush and William 
L. Gills~~ _o! Yakima, Washing·ton. 1 

PFC. l{ENNETH J. VAN AM­
BQRG is serving with an armored 
field artillery battalion with th,, 
Ninth Army in Germany. He receiv­
ed his basic training at Camp Van 
Dorn, Miss., and left for overseas 
in July, 1944. . His wife, l\'Irs. Lu­
cilh, Van Amburg, resides near 
Laingsburg and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Van Amburg, live. in Co­
runna. 

.. Aviation Cadet_ RUSSELL D. · !\'IRS. ANNA STURGIS ACKLES, RM 3-c and LESLIE (Tim) S. 
TAYLOR; United ' States_ Army Ait' j STURGIS, S 2-c are the daughter and son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Sturgis, 
Force, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. V. former residents of St. Johns. Anna enlisted in the SPARS at New Or• 
T11;ylor of St. Johns, is undergoing leans i_n July, 1943, and received her boot training at Palm Beach, Florida. 
primary combat pilot training at After six weeks training she was transferred to the communication center 

· La~e~d, Fla. He is a graduate from at New York City where she spent nearly a year, later being transferred 
EISJe !ugh school with the class of to Long Beach and San Diego, Calif. In August, 1945, she graduated 
1939 and attended Central Michigan rrom radio school after receiving several weeks training at Atlantic City. 
College of Education at Mt. Pleas- She was assigned to a coast guard station at Chicago. 'Mrs. Ackles hus-

1 ant. ~e was a flight instructor with band, Pfc. Vincent Ackles, ls serving with Bomber Wing in the Air Forces 
i th~ B1Sho!' _F!ying Service at Flint, at Guam. Leslie enlisted in the Navy and entered service in May, 1945. 
P~1or to Jouung the USAAF. His He . received his boot training· at Great Lakes, Ill. .-Seaman Sturgis was 
wife, Marie, lives at Bannister. _ j as~igµed to his ship at Normai1, Okla. 



Twin Brothers Meet in France 

Cpl, Rodney Deverca,ux a,nd Sgt. Robert Devereaux, twin sons of 
l\[r. and Mrs, Lynne Devereaux of St. Johns, recently met at Rouen, 
France. This was their first meeting in three years. Rodney en­
tered service in August, 1942, and left for overseas in June, 1943. He 
is now Btationed In England. Robert entered service in September, 
1942, and left for overseas in January, 1945. He is now stationed In 
FranCt\. 

PVT. FRANK G. ALLDAFFER, LLOYD ALLDAFFER, S 2-c, and 
'TRACY P. ALLDAFFER, Ph. M . 1-c are the s ons of Rev. :wd Mrs. 1racy 

G Alldaffer of Coldwater and nephews of Mrs. Anna Rnowlcs and ·!Vlrs. 
ciara Harris of · Bath. Franlt entered service in December, 1V43, and 
received his training at Camp Atterbury, I nd. ~e wa~ . _then_ , sent 
overseas and served with the 106th (Fighting Lions) d1v1s1on. m the 
European Theater of War. Ile was wounded by ~ German machme gun 
which clipped his chin and passed through !us shoulder. He has 
been receiving treatment at Percy Jones Hospital in Battle Creek. Lloyd 
recently completed his boot training· at Great Lakes: Ill. __ Tracy 
who has served with the Na.vy for four years, received h1s ~ram1ng at 

, Newport, R. J. Seaman Allclaffer served on battleship and m England 
: and on D-Day his unit served with the LCI's crossing the channel. lie 
, was recently married in New York. 

\ CPL. LYMAN M. VAN SICKLE, 
I son of Mr. and M rs . Moss VanSickle 
I of near Maple Rapids, is now sta­
! tioned at Guam with the 147th AAC 
· Squadron. Cpl. VanSickle entered 
service in April, 1943, and received 
his bas ic training at Jefferson Bar­
racks, Mo., and ccmpletecl his ASTP 
at South Dakota School of Mines in 
January, 19<14. After taking course:,; 

! in radio electronics at Trua,x Fiehl, 
' Wis., anti Chanute F ield , Ill., he grad-
uated from Radar School at Boca 

, Raton· · Fla., a s a radar mechanic in 
,·Dece~bcr, 1944. Cpl. VanSickle re­
; ceivcd his term training at the 

G round Approval School at Fort 
Dix, N. J ., a nd a short stay at 
Kearns, Utah and Hawaiian Islands. 
He was then transfered 'to Guam in 
l\fay, 1945. He graduated from Ma­
ple Rapids high school in 1942 and 

l 
was a fres hman at M. S. C, when he 
enlisted in E.T .C. 

DON J. STEAVENS, S. F. 3-c, was 
inducted on F eb. 9, 1945 a~d sailed 
for overseas duty in May, 1945. He 
served nine months in the Admiral­
ty Isles and is now stationed at the 
Naval Supply Center, Pearl Harbor. 
Don is the son of Mr. a•."\d Mrs. Ray 
Steavens of St. Johns. On March 31, 
1946 he met Herbert M. Weiher, 
S 1.'c, who is also stationed at Pearl 
Harbor. 
----------------
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Killed In Action -4 More Clinton Soldiers Are Liberated 

Pfc. Milton ·Barrett, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernard Barrett, of St. 
Johns, h as been killed in action in LT. REXFORD CARPENTER S-SGT. HAROLD SNATER PVT. WAYNE CASTEEL SGT. BENNY ZAMARRON 
the South Pacific war zone, accord . ing to· word received by his par- Four more Clinton county m en l in two months of service before he s_een el:ch other since Harry, Jr., en- band, Pvt. Wayne Casteel, saying 
ents here last week.. have been liberated by Allied armies I was reported missing. He holds th~ listed m 1941. that he has been liberated from the 

_Pfc. B arrett had !Jeen in service in Germany according to reports: Air Medal · with tl~ree Oak Leaf Mr. and Mrs. George Snater, of Stalag 7 A_ prison camp near Moos-
1nth the U. S. Manne Corps since reaching The Republican-News t his :

1 

Clusters and two Bronze Stars for Eureka, received a teleg-ram from b_urg, Germany. He said that h e 
Dec. 4, 1942. . week. theater of war operations. Only last the war Department Wednesday had been flown into France and 

--- Mr. and Mrs. H arry B. Carpenter, , week his parents received a citation morning informing them that their would be on his way home soon. 
Ron-aid Myers, former Clinton Sr., of St. J ohns, have received a I that he had received last June 26 son staff Ser geant Harold R. sna- Pvt. Casteel , who was with an I n-

c':'unty_ conservation officer, was letter from their son, 1st Lt. Rex- i while on a bombing mission over the ter.' h ad been liberated from a Ger- fantry outfit in France, was taken 
lulled m act1011 with U. s. forces in ford (Jack) Carpent~r dated May , Hungarian oil fields. .man prison camp. pnsoner on Sept. 27, 1944, and wa, 
Czecho- Slo~akia on May 8, V-E 21 saying that he has been liberated I Lt. Carpenter enlisted Oct. _10, \ He was taken prisoner on March liberated on April 29 of this year. 
day, according to word received by \from a German prison camp after 11942. He has two brothers servmg f 4, 1944, and was a radio gunner on a ---
fnends here last week. •n ine months of internment. It had , also: Sgt. Harry B. Carpenter, Ji:-, 

1 
Flying Fort ress. The last word the Sgt. Benny M: Zamarron, son of 

- ----ceen seven months smce the Car- who spent 31 months m the An· parents h ad received from their son Mr. and Mrs. Tnmdad Zamarron of 
penters had heard from their son. T ranspor t Command in Alaska and was a letter written on Nov. 18 1944. Ashley, has been liberated by Allied 
He wrote that he was safe and well is n ow back in the United States, H arold was inducted into service on armies in Germany, according to 
and would be home shortly. . and Sgt. Frederick Merrill Carpen- Dec. 4 1942. word received by his parents 

A pilot of a B-24 bomber, Lt. Ca r- ter, who h as been with the U. S . ' -- through the American Red Cross. 
penter left for overseas in May of Marines in the South Pacific for 16 Mrs. Lucile Casteel of St. J ohns, Sgt. Zamarron was taken prisoner 
last year and h ad flown 34 missions months. These brothers have not has received a letter from her hus - by the Germans last June . 



Listed as Dead 

S-Sgt. Berwyn F. Nicholas 

Sgt. Nicholas Is 
Reported Dead By 
War Department 

Former Ovid Youth Had 
Been Missing in Action 
Since Nov. 11, 1944 

S-Sgt. Berwyn F. Nicholas, 23, 
previously reported missing in ac­
tion, has been officially declared 
dead by the War Departmen t ac ­
cording to a letter received Ia.st. 
week by his wife, Mrs Delores ' 
Nicholas of Moline, who in turn ! 
notified his parents, Mr. and Mrs., 
Alwyn Nicholas of Ovid R-2. . 

Sgt. Nicholas was a gunner on . 
a B-24 Liberator bomber with the 
Fifteenth Air Force based in south­
ern Italy. He was on a bombing i 
mission over northern Italy when I 
adverse weather was encounterecl ! 
and the plane was last seen f ly- : 

l\tlAHLON M. NICHOLS, S 2-c ancl S-SGT. DONALD NICHOLS arc the 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nichols of R -2, Dewitt. Mahlon enlisted in 
the Navy in January, 1945, and received training at Great La.kes, Ill., 
anp Shoemaker, Calif. He now has a Fleet Postoffice address out of San 
Francisco. Donald entered service in March, 1941, and left for overseas 
in October, 1943. He has served in England, Ireland, France and Ger­
many, with the 47th Ordnance Divisi on. S-Sgt. Nichols is now stationed, 
in Czechoslovakia. 

ing through heavy weather over thc,I PFC. JOHN SPOUSTA ancl PFC. JOSEPH SPOUSTA arc the twin 
Adriatic Sea. J sons of Mrs. Josephine Spousta of this city. They entered service in 

None of ·the crew _members hav_e j April, 1944, ancl received !mining· wilh the field artillery at Fort Sill 
been h eard from smce, although . and Camp Gruber, Okla. In June, 1945, they left for overseas and are 
tile plane was reported under con- :i now stationed at Ca,,ite City at Luzon in the P hilippine Islands. Joe 
trol when last seen. He i~ reported :j is serving· with 'the mechanics and John is with the milita ry J>Olice. 
to have completed 11 missions l1 · .· ___ c_=:--·-- -
when reported missing Nov. 11, -

1
, c: '- - '-' • c.'" 

1944. , I ~ 0 ·= ·;;; -~ E ~ 
Nicholas entered service Dec. 29. I " " 14 ~Ju 

1943, and· received training at Jef- 5 r~ .::l ::f ~ vi 
ferson Barracks. Mo., Harlingen, -~ ..C:: :;I .;: • 
Texas, and °Chatham Field, Ga. He .;!; ::: "' -c; .5 'E"' ~ 
went over.s~as in September, 1944, ti< 'i-c; ~ ,g § ,.; -§ 
and was holder of the Air Medal. 8 ~ ~ "B ~ ~]'"' 

Besides the widow and parents o::: . -;; :;; c. ti ,. tJ, 
he is survivep. by: three children, : P... "' " S "' 
G Id 

I 
.':I 'C (1 [t ·- C: era , Bonnie and Gene; two sis- z ,,a .., ::: u "=--

ters, Norma and Beverly; two .e -.i::r; « ~ . rJ 
brothers, Larry and Russell; the ~ ~ . ~-; •: ~ ::! 
grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. N. L . I ,-.. .,, _, :G 
Nicholas and Mrs. Bertha Haker , !, • ,.;~,... bn ·;:: .• ; .., , 
all of Ovid R-2, and many other ! ~ ~ ~ -~ P... .l ~i 
relat.i,yes. P... .;!; ;i "id ..; ~ .;1 

05~..='5:~~ 



Wounded 

PFC. FOREST ALLEN 
Pfc. Forest G. Allen h as bee11 scri-

011s1:v wounded on Okinawa., a.ccorcl- , 
ing to word r eceived by his par enJs, 
Mr. a.ncl l\'Trs. T h eodore Allen, of R -1, 
Elsie. He was reported wounded on 
Ma y 22, and the telegram was re­
ceived Jun e 26. 

Pfc. Allen en!.e rccl the service in 
August, 1944, and left for overseas 
dut y in Febrmtry, 1945. He was sen•­
ing with the 7th Di\•is ion of Oki­
n a wa. whe n wounded. 

22 Years in Army 

SG T . GAIL A. DAVIS 
i\ias Ler · Sergeant G a il A. Davis, 

of S t. Johns,•was retire d from the 
~ - S. Army at Fort Cust er , Mich­
igan, on l\'lonclay, Sept. 30, a fler 
22 years of service. He is now 
home with his parents, l\1r. and 
Mrs. 0. B . Davis, of Greenbush 
t ownship. 

I 
I 

ANTHONY U. POHL, H. A. '!- c, ! 
1 son of l\'lr. and Mrs. knthony A. 
1 Pohl of ·westphalia entered scn •icc 
' in Ma r ch , 1945, a;1cl received his ; 
boot t raining a t Great Lakes, Ill. 
He w as later t ra ns ferred lo San 
Diego, Calif., where he attended U1c 1 

Hc;spita l Corps School. On .July G, 
1945. Sea m a n Pohl was a wa rded th 
certificate of g-raduatio:i by t he Bu- • 
reau of l\'ledici-:le and Surgery Na vy ! 
Dept. He is now sta tioned on i\'lar<e , 
Island, Calif., with t he U. S. N. · 
Hospita l Coq>s S ta.ff. 

SGT. K ENNETH I VAN BLIZ­
ZARD, husband cf M rs . O na.lee 
Blizzard of St. Johns, and son of 
Mr. anµ Mrs. Dyron Blizzard, of 

: neal' Dewitt, war. induct ed into the 
·,· Army c •;1 M a y 14, 1945. H e r eceived 

I 
his basic tra ining ai Ca mp Living­
s ton, La.., and for s o1ne tilnc ha::; 

j been a ttending Milita r y Police I 

I Sch on! a t Fort M yer, Va. He left for , 
camp Wednesd ay a fte r spending a I 

1

10-da.y fu rlough here with his wife 
and ot h er rcla~ives. j 

I • 

I 
Pfc. LUK E E. BECKER was in­

duct ed into service in July, 1943, and 

I 
received his basic training at Fort 
Sill, Okla., in the Field Artillery Sig-
n a l Corp s. Later he was trans ferred 

I to Camp White, Ore., and Camp 
I Stone, C~lif., where he was an in-

I s tructor for about a year. In Jan­
uary, 1945, he was placed in the 

j tra nsporta tion division and assigned 
to the Sea Corporal ship. He is now 
working in the commissary. Pfc. 
Ue cker is the son of Mr. and Mrs . 1 
Frank Becker of Fo.wler. ! 

I 
I PFC. HARRY S, MARTIN, grand- ; 
i son of Mrs. M ain Shipperley of this · 
1 city, is stationed at Iwo Jima with 
the Fourth Division and h as been 
a.warclccl the Bronze Star medal for 
va lorous conduct in action agains t 

• the en em y, The 19- year-old Ma­
rine, a veteran of Roi-Namur, Sai­
pan, 1'inian and Iwo Jima, was 
wounded in five places by shrapnel, 
a nd h olds the Purple Heart a nd the 
Presidential Citation for the Sai­
p_an-_T inia~ campaigns. Pfc. Mar­
tin 1s e xpected home in the nea r 
future . 



I 

i 
I 

I 
ARTHUR. D. CHANT S 2-c, son I 

of M r. and Mrs. Albert Ch_ant ?f \ 
Jl-2 Dewitt, entered service 111 
March, 1945 and received his boot 
training at Great La.kes, Ill. He I 
served four months on the USS i 
Bunkerhill and recently spent a few I 
days leave with friends and rela­
tives here. He is now stationed at i 

'\ PFC. OLNEY ESTES is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Est.cs of this 
city, He entered service in Septem­
ber, 1943, and received his basic 
training· at Miami, Fla. Pfc. Estes 
left fer overseas in November, 1944, 
and served with the 15th Air Force 
in Italy. In June, 1945, he reiur,1-
ed to the States a.ncl is now sta-! tioned at Washington, D. C. 

SGT. GAYLORD TEED is a radio 
man in the Air Forces stationed in \ 
England. He enlisted Dec. 7, 1941, I 
and received his training at Jeffer- 'j 
son Barracks, 1\10., !Hercer Field, 
Calif., and the flexible gunnery 
school at Kingman, Ariz. Sgt. Teed 
made his home with Mr. and Mrs. 
Reginald Beaufore for several years 
before entering service. He was ac­
tive in 4-H · Club . work, being a 
member of the Victor Livestock club. ! Sc~-~tlc,_ Wash. 

On Leave 

PVT. CLARE BEEBEE, son of Ml'. PVT. ELGIN GOODMAN entered 
service in May, 1944, and received 
his training at Camp Stewart, Ga., . 

' and J\llrs. Lawrence Beebee of R-3. 

and Camp Ha.an, Calif. He left for ROY D. SPERRY, S 1-c, USN, 
overseas in March, 194.5, and is now son of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Sperry, . 
serving in the South Pacific. Pvt. R-4, St. Johns, arrived home last 
Goodman ls attached to the Signal week for a 30-day leave from his . 
Corps. He ls the son of Mr. and Mrs. duties aboard the U. S. S. Topeka. 
Albert Goodman of South Haven, Roy recently completed six months 
Kas. Before entering service Im oversPas and his ship is in the har­
made his home with Mr. and Mrs. bor at San Pedro, Calif. Roy grad­
Cecil Hopp of Bingham. ' uated with the 1945 class of Rodney 

B . Wilson high school. 

St. Johns, was inducted into service 
in March, 1945, and has just com­
pleted his infantry training at Camp 
Robinson, Ark. After a 10-day fur­
lough he will report to Camp Maxey, 
Texas. A brother, Robert, is serving 

· with the Sixth Division in the 
Philippine Islands and another bro­
ther, Howard, was discharged from .

1 
l ~crvlce on Aug. 1, 1945. 



EARL D. ST EPHENS, son of Mrs. 
Millie Stephens of this city, was in­
ducted into service on March 9, 1944. 
He received his boot training at 
Farragut Idaho, and left for over­
seas in June, 1944. Ile is now serv­
ing in the Pacific. His wife, Mrs. 
Ida Stevens, and family reside at 
Imlay City. 

I 
i 

JACQUELINE LORRAINE MUN- ' · 
GER, S 1-c entered ser vice in Sep- I 
t ember, 1944 and received her boot , 
trajning a t Hunter College, Bronx, I 
New York City. On Nov. 7, 1944, she 
was transferred to the Bureau of 

I Supplies and Accounts a t Cleveland, 

1 
Ohio. Shi: is the daughter of Mr. and , 

i Mrs. Rollte Munger of this city. I 

SGT. ERNEST L. STEFFEN en- j PFC. GERALD H. REED entered I 
tered service in January, 1943, a nrl I service in December, 1944, and re-
left for overseas in Octo ber, 1941. ! ceived his basic training at Fort I 
He was wounded in L uxembourg 

0 11 
! Knox, Ky. In Augus t, 1945, Pfc. ' 

Dec: 16, 1944 . Sg·t . S te ffe n s is n ow ; Reed left, for overs eas a nd is now i 
a chsp~tchcr in a motor pool somc- i' stationed in Japan with the 123rd ; 

. where m France. His wife, Mrs. Or- [ Infantry Divis ion . He is the son i 
;...Yll:.S1eif.e!!SJU1e..~in.._D.o.,.dtt _ of Mrs, Mary Reed of Dewitt. i ! . --~-

I 
I 

P vt. ROSEMARY R. HOWELL, ! 
daugh t.er of M.r. and Mrs. Earl How­
ell of R-1, St. Johns, enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in November, 1944 and 
entered service in January, 1945. She 
rec_civcd her boot training at Carnv 
LeJeune, N. C., and is now stationed 
at Cherr y Point, N. C. 

CPL. PAUL P. FELDPAUSCH, 
son of Mr.- ancl Mrs. Antho,ny C. 
Feldpausch of Eagle, a rrived home 
reccnt.Jy , vith an· · honorable dis-
charge. He spent 34 -months with 
the U. S. Army of which 29 months 
were spent in the Aleutian Islands. ! 



war 

B 
A~soctatcd Pr~~:-: Wirnnhoto 

UDDIES OF THE AIR,-
C_apt. Warren L. J ohnson, Army 
lher of Elmhurst, Tll., and his 
dog, "Lt. Gremlin," pee r irom 
the cockpit of a · D ouglas A - 20 
fighter - bomber. The dog has 
spent 225 hours in the air-75 
on bombing missions. They are 
now at a California redistribu- ' 
tion center for a r est. 

PVT. STEVE SPESS enlisted in 
the Air Corps and left for service in 
June,. 1945. He Is receiving· his basic · 
tra,inmg at Keesler Field, Miss. His I 
~other, Mrs. Mary Brown, resides 
m St. Johns. 

I 

CPL. ALFRED MILLER entered 
service Nov. 7, 1942, and left for 
overseas in November, 1943. He is 
serving with the Air Corps• in Ger­
many, His wife, Mrs, ·wilma Miller, 
and sou reside in Elsie. 

i 

I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
: . . I 

PVT. THEODORE L. WARD, son j' 
of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn ,vard of De­
witt, entered service ia N ovember, : 
1944. He is receiving infant ry train- I 
ing at Camp Rucker, Alabama. __ j 

LLOYD J. l'ICKETT S 2-c, se·o 
of Mrs. liazcl Pickett of St. Johns, 
is serving· on the USS McCoffery 
at Treasure .Island. lie entered 

February, 1945, and re­
boot tram1ng at ·arrat I 

I 

I 

I ALBERT RECTOR, F 2-c, son of 
l Mrs. Maude Rector of Lansing, en­
'\ tcred service in September, 1944 and 

received his boot training at Great 
: Lakes, Ill. He later received training 
\ at ~o_:f~olk, Va., and Boston, Mass. ! 



I 
I 

PVT. JOHN DROSTE, son of Mr. ! 
; and Mrs. Anthony Droste of West- \ 
phalla, was inducted into service in 

, July, 1944, and received his infantry · 
· trainis'lg at Camp Wolters, Texas, I 
and Fort Benning, G a. He now has I 

. ~ APO out of New York-9_ity, N. Y. j 

DONALD I VAN KEYS, Coxswain, 
entered service in March, 1944, a ncl 
received his training a t Dallas, 
Texas. He is attached to the Air­
craft Carrier Unit and has a Floet 
Postoffice address out of San Fran­
cisco, Calif. His wife, Mrs. Norma 
Keys, ancl two children reside in St. 
Johns. Prior to entering service he 
was em1iloycd at the Borden Milk 
Company at Perrinton. 

I FLOYD D. SLOCUM. SC 2-c is ' 
the son of Mr. ancl Mrs. John P. 
Espie of Eagle. He received his boot 
training at Great Lakes, Ill., ancl 
spent severa l months in the Naval 
Armory in Detroit. He left for over­
seas in J anuary, 1944, and has been 
stationed in England for the past 18 
months . 

I PFC. ROBERT PROWANT, son 
· of Eel Prowant of Valley Farms, is 
home for 30 clays. He entered ser­
vice in 'May, 1945, a nd rcccivrd 
training- .it Ca.mp Livi)igston, La., 
ancl Camp PickeU, V:l. Pfc. Prow­
ant wi lis tccl in t he regular ,um ,v 
a nd will report to- Fort Sheridan. 
lll., on D ec. 27, for furthe r assig-n­
mcnt. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

! 
WINDLAND L. CALDER S 2- c I 

enlisted in the Navy in March. 194:;, J 

aucl received his boot h-ainmg at ' 
Grc:it Lakes,' Ill. He Is receiving 
training at San Francisco, Calif., at 
!he present lime. Seaman Calder is 

I the son of Mr. and l\'lrs. Earl Cal­
der d R. R. Dewitt. 

PFC. ROBERT W. COLE. son of 
Mr. and Mrs . Harold W. Cole, en­
tered service in August, 1945. Ile 
r ectdvecl his basic training in Camp 
Roberts, Calif., and Oil April 28, 
l!l4G, left for one year overseas 
,111ty. Ile is now s tationed at All­
chorage, Alaska, with an En~iucers 
d ivis ion . 



CRAIG BRITTON, A-S, son of Dr. 
, and Mrs. Cha.rles Britton of East 
I Lansing, formerly of S t. Johns, is 
' stationed at N orthwestern Univer-
sity, Evanston, III. He entered ser­
vice in February, 194.4, and received 
training at ICalama.zoo college. He is 
the grandson or Mr. and Mrs. Wal­
ter Britton of this city. 

j 

f 

I 
- I 

PVT. JESSE SPERRY, son of Mr. 
a.nd Mrs. Jesse Sper ry of near Fow­
ler, entered service in March, 1945, 
anU received his basic training- at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He is no" 
receiving training · at Camp Maxey, 

_l'.e>:as, 

S-SGT. JOSEPH J. SEYREK is ! 
i the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sey­I rek of Greenbush. He entered service 

I
i~ January,. 1~44, and received en- . 
gm.eeer trammg at Indianapolis, 

\ Ind. S-Sgt. Seyrek has an APO out 
I of San Francisco, Calif., ano has 
1 
arrived safely at his destination 
overseas. 

I 
j PVT. CLAUDE CHADWICK en­
tered th,e Air Corps in April, 1944 a11Cl 
received training at Sheppard Field, 
San Marcos, and Midland, Texas. 
He Is the -son of Mr. and l\lrs. Wil­
liam Chadwick of Dewitt. 

DAIL L. AKLES, F 1-c, son of Mr. \ 
and. Mrs. Willard Ackles of Ovid, en­
tered service in January, 1945, and 

1 received h is boot train ing at Great 
Lakes, Ill. He has been assigned to \ 
USS Fargo and is attending school \ 
at Newport. 

·s -SGT. MAX STRAUSER is 
serving with an infantry division 
in Germany. Ile entered service in 
Jantmry. 1944, a nd left for ove,-seas 
in October, 1944. He is t he son of 
Mr. and lllrs Archie Strauser of near 

, St. Johns. 
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PVT. NICHOLAS GR.O ZDIAK, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Grozdiak ROBERT PAUL MARK 
of St. Johi1s, is s tationed at Fort -
Knox, Ky., with the T,rnk Ord Co. Cpl. Robert A. Schueller, Lieut. Paul A. Schueller, Mark J. Schueller GM 3/c, Pfc. J a m es L. Schuellec, 
He entei·cd senice in Au"us t, 1945. and Pvt,. Joseph B. Schueller are the sons of Mr. and M rs. J oseph Schueller of Fowler. R.obert entereJ 

" service in May, 1941, and r eceived his basic training at. Camp Davis, N. C. He received his honorable discharge 
on June 30, 1945, after 35 months in the Pacific and Ei;ropean Theaters of War. At the present time he is 
employed by the Fowler Gas and Oil Company. Paul entered service in September, 1941, and received his 
basic training at Camp Roberts, Calif. He recently relurned from the E uropean Theater of War, and spent 

Fund Fo S · Id• a 30-day furlough with his parents and other friend~ and relatives . Lt. Schueller is now stationed in Japan. r O 1er Mark enlisted in the Navy in January, 1942, and received his boot training at Great Lakes, Ill. He later 
joined the Armed Guard and has been at sea duty in the Atlantic and Pacific. James is stationed at 

Ov $2 700 M k Munich, Germany with the Army of Occupa tion. He entered service in October, 1943, and received his er ar basic training at Camp Grant, Ill. He left for overseas in J uly, 1944. ,Joseph entered service in July, 1945, 
' . and is r eceiving his basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas. 
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PVT. JOE FABUS, son of Mr. amt ! C~~-. LAVERE y. LEONAR:l), S-SGT. D0,NALD K. LEONARD, MAXWEL~ H. LEONARD, S 1-c, and PVT. LYLE J. LEONARD are the sons . 
l\lrs. Steve Fabus of Elsie, entered of Mr. _and Mrs. Everett Leonard of St. Johns. La Vere entered service in June, 1942, and left for .overseas in September, 1943. He served with the 1 

service ;11 March, 1945, and received Ninth "Air 'Force In Englanq, · Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, and Frane e. lfe is home on furlough now, ·eligible for discharge. His wife, Mrs, I 
his basic training at Fort McClellaJ1, Mary Leonard, and son, Michael La Vere, reside in St. Louis. Donald is stationed in the Philippine Islands. He enlisted in the Marine Corps and 
Alabama . After spending a furlough entered ser:vice in September, 1942. S-Sgt. Lseona.rd has served 2½ years overseas. His wife, Joan, and d a ughter, S herry, reside· in Chicago. 

· al the h ome of h.is parents in Aug·- Maxw_eU entered sen'ice In December, 1943, and received his boot training at Great Lakes, JU. In October, 1945, he .left for overseas and is n ow 
ust. he left for ovcrsc,as and is now serving 1n the Pacific. Lyle ls expected home on furlough next week. He entered service in ·June, 1.945, and just completed his basic training at I 
stationed at Okma wa. I Fort Riley, Kansas. He expects to leave for overseas upon his .return. _-_ _ _ . ·. · I 
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