
I VET RKfUKNS TO JUtl 
AT LOCAL A & P STORE 
I Among World War II veterans re-
: tuming to their jobs in this area is . 
Sgt. Lee J. Miller, who served with : 
the 141st Infantry, Company F, , 
36th Division, in the European and 
Mediterranean theaters of war. 

Miller saw active combat in Italy; 
at .Cassino, An­
zio, Rome and 
on up to the Ar­
no River. After 
the conclusion of . 
the Italian cam- " 
paign, . he took 
part in the in- : 
vasion of south­
ern France and 
fought in both 
France and · 
Germany. i 

He comes i 
.,:: 1 · Miller home . to ~e- j 
t: sume !11s duties . 

I as ass1.stant manager of the A & P ! 
· ! store at St. Johns, after two years j 
. ';and one month in the army. He 

: was · employed by the food chain ; 
for three years· before entering ser­
·vice. He ma1;.r!fd Jane Splane a nd 
they have two sons, David and 
Richard. The family lives at 507 
W. Higham St., St. Johns. 

GEN. OMAR BRADLEY 
New veteran's chief 

Gen. Bradley 
Appointed to 
Civil.ian Post 

Succeeds Hines as 
Veteran Bureau Head 

BY PAUL R. LEACH 
l''rom .Our u,·ashioston Bureau I 

WASHINGTON - The · appoint­
ment of Gen. Omar Bradley as 1 

administrator of veterans' "affairs 
was announced Thursday by·Pres­
ident Truman. Gen. Bradley suc­
ceeds Gen. Frank T. Hines, re­
signed. 

In announcing the retirement of i 
Gen. Hines, the President said ' 
that it was his .desire to have i 
veterans' affairs conducted by· a 
soldier who had participated in 
World War II. 

* * * 
HE POINTED out that he would ' 

have resented having vetet·ans' · 
business directed by a Spanish­
American War veteran when he 
returned from France in 1918. j 

The President indica.ted that 
Gen. Bradley would carry out a 
modernization program. There 
were r e p o r t s of sweeping 
changes in personnel and opera­
tion of the Veterans' Adminis­
tration. 

· Gen. Bradley, who has com­
manded the 12th Army Group-­
First, Third, Ninth, and 15th 
armies - will take charge, con­
tinuing as a four-star general, as 
soon as he can wind up his affairs 
in Germany. 

* * * 
l ACCORDING TO usually sound 

I 
sources, _ at least four of Gen. 

Turn to Page 2, Column 5 



DR. DEAN HART 
GOING TO NAVY

1 

Receives Notice Monday 
His Commission As a 

Lieut. Commander 

Dr. 
street, 
ranks of city and county physicians 
who have gone into service 
Uncle Sam's armed forces. 

DR. DEAN HART 

I
i where he serves. Likewise Dr. Ben-
1 nett of Elsie was deferred for sim­
, ilar reason, whil~ Dr. Bruno Cook 
of Westphalia, was •deferred for 
physical reasons. 

Dr. ·Russell came to St. Johns in ! 
1934 from University Hospital, Ann I 
Arbor, where he had been senior in- I 
structor in surgery following his 
graduation. In the eight years he 
has · been in St. Johns he has be­
come "fidely known and performed 

· consid4rable referred surgery from 
dooto.r~ in this section of. Michigah. 

Three ol the doctors who have ert­
listed·, Drs. Russell, Wahl and Har.t , 
have dependent children. Dr. Slagh, 
while married, has no children. 

To Shreveport, La. 

DR. S. R. RUSSELL 
Accepted for War Service.with Rank; 

THREE°' Do'CTORS : 
ENTER THE ARMY 

I DR. s. R. RUSSELL WILL. 
GO TO DENVER; GIVEN 

RANK OF MAJOR 
DR. GEORGE E. WAHL 

Dr;' Wahl of St. Johns and Dr. who will leave next Tuesday for 
Slagh 0{ Elsie to Take • Barksda.le Field, La., after having 

· ' been in St. Johns two years. 
Oath This Week 

Dr. Hart was informed Monday by Monday Dr. S. R. Russell of St. j 2 DOCTORS TO 
the Navy Department _at Washing- Johns, received notice from the · 
ton that he had been given the rank Surgeon General's office, Depart- . 
of Lieutenant Commander in the ment of war, Washington, D. c., . LEAVE IN WEEK 
Navy, and i.vi.11 report Oct. 26 at ~he that he had been accepted for ser-

i Great Lakes Naval Trammg Station vice with the armed forces of the . • 

I for temporary duty. · ·1 United States and had been given --- . 
Dr. Hart said his family would the commission of major. Dr Wahl Enters Air Service· 

join him whe':1 he has re~eived a Wednesday Dr. G. E. Wahl, asso- • . ' 
j permanent assignment. He_ is a na- ,ciate of Dr. Russell, received word Dr. Slagh Goes to Camp 
I tive of this counyt, havmg . been · to report in Flint today (Thursday) Barkeley, . Texas 
! born at _Eureka, 3:nd has been m St. and take the oath preparatory to · 
· Johns smce 1930. entering the service. Dr. E. M. Slagh 

of Elsie, received his notice the same Two more Clinton cpunty doctors 
day to report to Saginaw for similar have their marching orders. 
induction. Dr. George E. Wahl, who has been 

While definite dates are not 
known as to when these young phy- associated with Dr. S. R. Russell in 

are certain of," they said, "we hope sicians will leave home, Dr. Rus- st. Johns for the past two years 
to come back to St. Johns when the 
war is r•·::. We like St. Johns and sell's notice indicated that he would , and who enlisted some weeks ago, is 
st. Johns people." be notified shortly, and that he was to leave for Barksdale Field, Shreve-

Dr. Earl M. Slagh, of Elsie, will to leave st- Johns within two :we_eks port, La., on Tuesday, Sept. 22. Dr. 
leave Saturday of this week · for of the date of the no_tice ~or Fitsim- Wahl . will have the rank of first 
Abilene, Texas, where there is . a, mons G_en~ral Hospital m. Denye.r, lieutenant. 
re-assignment center connected with· Colo. Withm ~O ~ays after his arrival : For the past two weeks Dr. and 
Camp Barkeley. Mrs. Slagh, a reg- there: it was mdic~ted, he would be ! Mrs. Wahl and their two children, 

' istered nurse, has not yet decided . reassigned for active duty. . . J Kathleen, aged four, and Eric I her future plans. These three doctors, along w~th James, three months, have been vis­
! While Dr. Wahl has been defi- 1 Dr. Dean W. Hart, who has ll;PPiled iting their parents in Eau Cl~ire, 
I nitely assigned to the air service.1 to the U. S. ~avy, volm_itanly of- Wis. It has not yet been decided 
. Dr. Slagh's future assignment is . fered their services to their country. whether Mrs. Wahl and the children 
1 uncertain. He, like Dr. Wahl, en- . Dr. _Stoller of Fowler, too~ steps will live in St. Johns during the 
i ters the service as a first lieuten- I t? ~nl!st, but was declared esse_n- doctor's absence, or near her par-
ant. , tial in the Fowler commumty ents in Eau Claire. "O~e thing we 
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DR. NELSON HOWE 

Given First Lieutenant's Rating in ' 
~rmy Veterinary Corps __ 

DR. N. HOWE LEAVES 
FOR ARMY SERVICE 

PRACTICE HERE TO BE TAKEN 
BY DR. L. G. KRAUS 

OF HART 

Dr. Nelson Howe, veterinarian, 
who has practiced in this vicinity 
for five years, recently .received a 
commission as a First Lieutenant in 
the Veterinary Corps and left Wed- J 

nesday to report .at Chicago to en- I • 
, ter the service. Dr. Howe has been j 
: a reserve officer in the Veterinary ' 
· Corps since his graduation from 
Michigan State College in 1935. 

Dr. L. G. Kraus, 23, of Hart, 
Mich., wi]J continue Dr. Howe's 
practice h ere for the duration and 
will maintain the same office and 
location. Dr. K.raus was born at 
Hart, where his father has a large ' 
dairy farm. He graduated from M. 
S. C. in June in veterinary science 
anct practiced at Mecosta, Ohio, be­
fore cotn!ng to st. Johns. 

When Dr. Howe went to Chicago 
he was accompanied by Dr. James , 

j Nash, veterinarian of Elsie, .who is !' 

I 
also going into the service. It is , 
reported Dr. Don Wright of Port- 1 

land, formerly of Maple Rapids, will 
also be in the service in this work. 

DR, H. L. OATLEY 
Will leave St. Johns for war duty 

as U. S. Naval officer 
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Fought In Philippine Islands Under Two MacArthur~ 
"There's nothing much I can say, 

wrote Rex in his brief message 
which h ad been censored. "I had : 
lot of pictures that I hoped to senc 
you, but have lost them. Now, don' 
worry. Remember, a bad penny al 
ways turns up:" 

Duplain Spanish War Veteran 
Served Under Sire of 

Today's Hero 

"Don't you ever lie to General 
MacArthur. If you get called up in 
front of him, soldier, you tell the 
truth. 'T'wouldn't do you any good, 

I anyhow, h e's got a pair of eyes 
, that can look right through you, 
and things would go mighty ha.rd 
for you if you ever lied." · 

It was an old mule driver who 
spoke that piece as a bit of friendly 
-advice to John Hess some 40-odd 
years ago when both of them were 
serving under MacArthur in the 
Philippines during the Spanish­
American wa.r. It was General Ar­
thur MacArthur whom the mule 
driver, an old campaigner, was talk-

I 
ing about. The General Ma cArthur 
whose son, General Douglas Mac­

' Arthur, is universally acclaimed the 
· outstanding leader of the present 
world conflict. 

John Hess, now a well known Du­
plain township man, says the son 
looks remarkably like his father. 
He has the same eyes, the same 

Turn to HESS-Page 6 
JOHN HESS 

With Gell- A.rthur Ma.eA.rthur 
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I Bengal Township . Soldier Is 
Now On Bataan Or 

Corregidor 

The sun shone again on Wednes~ 
day, Ap.ril 1, at the home of Mr . and 
Mrs. John L. Swagart of Bengal 
township. 

On that day they received a let­
ter ·from their son Rex stating that 
he was safe and well . It was their 
first message from him since the 
arrival of a Christmas cablegram 
three months ago, anct much has 
happened in the Philippines since 
Christmas. 

Rex is one of MacArthur's men, 
-and so far as is known is the only 
Clinton county soldier to help make 
that gallan t stand against the Japs. 
He was. stationed .a t Fort Stotens­
burg, 45 miles north of Manila, at 
the time of the December attack, · 

i and presumably, is ) 1ow on Bataan 

I 
or Corregidor. • 

"I'm top-notch, and doing all 
, right," his lette,r said . It bore no 
date nor postmark; except for "U. 
S. A., FFE, Philippine Islands." The 
envelope carried the inscription 
"Soldier's Mail," and was without 

' 

REX SWAGAR.T 
With Gen. Douglas MacArthur 

Rex has been in service sine, 
March, 1941, and was stationed a 

Wallace and Fort Bliss ii 
before being . transferred t, 
ilippines with the coast ar­

tillery. It appeared that his lettei 
had been written rather recently 
and the knowledge that he is safe 
and well came as great tidings t< 
his parents and friends. 

. ! 
stamps. It came "Via Clipper·• and : 
may have been carried from the i 
Islands by Gen. MacArthur when I 
he left Bataan fo.r Australia. 
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Clinton County's October Draft Contingent 

Thirty-one of the 32 selectees who left St. Johns Wednesday, Oct. 8, I and ' 'Grant Wakefield. Standing, left to right-First m·an unidentified, 
for the army induciion center at Detroit, were rounded up near the city John Hatta, Jr., Donald McDiarmid, Emil Dobrick, Clarence Deweerd, 
hall for the above picture. T hose who have been· identified by draft board Bernard Bowen, *John Fiscal, •'Don Allen, •Floyd Hopkins, *John Rodri­
officials are as follows: Front row, kneeling Jeft to right-Loyal G. Weis- guez, *Deone Squiers, *John Smith; next man unidentified, Carl Smith, 
miller •(white shirt) John Schneider, Joseph Kudella, Rollin Kennett and next two unidentified, Charles Shipley and *Milford Nunemaker. Those 
Herman Bandt. Second row, kneeling-Harold Dobrick, William Aldrich men whose names are preceded wi(h " failed to pass their final exam­
(chosert leader of the group), Floyd Miller, •Robert Heinze, *L. C. Schmidt inations at Detroit and returned home. 



St. Johns- Boy Holds 1st 
-Draft· Number In Co.un.ty 

I I 

Clarence MacBride 

Clarence McBride Won't .Wait 
To ·Be Called; Plans 

To Enlist Soon 

. Second number draw,n from the 
draft lottery bowl at Washington 
Thursday night was the first one 
held by a Clinton county .registrant. 
It was No. 98 and it belonged to 
Clarence MacBride of St. Johns, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Mac:Bride of 
705 S. Oakland street. · 

Clarence registered on July 1 
along •with 166 other Clinton county 
21-year,-olds. Ordi~arily he . woµld 
be due to be drafted about Sept. 1, 
but he , has different plans- and will 
probably be in uniform before that 
date. He has already arranged for . 
a physical examination ·at Selfridge · 
Field and hopes to enlist in the Air 
Corps. 

Clarence was gradu~ted from st. 
John high school three ·years ago, 
and has been a student at Michigan 
State Collfl!ge the past two years. 
This summer he is working for the 
Detroit Creamery Company. 

There are 21 other St. Johns men 
who registered for the draft on July 
1, a number of whoni· have numbers 
up towart;i the top of the · list and 

· will probably be classified for ser- j 
vice within -a few weeks. 
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CASPER· LUCKY 
lish port. The destroyer, however, ; 

·, had · been damaged it1 the convoy . 
battle and · she limped badly. A 
radio message was sent out for as-

~ TO BE A LIVE sistance but a German submarine 
. I arrived first and sent _ t~ t~does 

into the destroyer. Casper, with 
other mates saved · from the con­

Former St . .Johns Lad .Jumpr,,; voy attack, again had to abandon 
into Atlantic Twice in ' ship and again the abandonment 

was so sudden that raftq a'nd boats 
Eleven Hours could not be launched. 

A ·British destroyer and a Free 
Charles ca.sper · 2-C Boatswain French corvet te were on their way . 

' b to the rescue ship when the sub Mate, and -a former St. Johns oy, 
· is at the ho_me of ,h~,_ parents, Mr.,_, 
iand -Mrs. Ed' Casper in Mason; ·re- .• 
I covering from a thrilling and . har- . 
· rowing experience in the North At­
lantic. Charles had the unusual ex-
perience of having two ships tor­
pedoed from under him in 11 hours. 

CPL. ELDRED M. RADEMACHER 
entered service Feb.- 1943 and left 
for overseas in Sept. 1944 and was 
stationed in Engla.nd. He is the sen 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. A. Rade-

. macher of Fowler and was engaged · 
in farming before enterin;- service. 

BOATSWAIN CHAS. CASPER 

He lived with his parents at 915 
South Church street until about 
five years ago. 

The ship upon which Casper was 
serving engaged in a running battle 
with a submarine for some hours. 
When hit those who were not killed 
by the explosion jumped into the 
icy water of the Atlantic. Eleven 
hours later, after having been res­
cued, the experience was repeated. 
His legs and arm were badly frozen 
and he has spent some weeks in a 
hospital before visiting his parents 
in Mason. 

The Ingha m County News pub­
lished the following account ga.ined 
in an interview with young Casper: 

Casper was a member of the crew 
of a convoy vessel. The convoy 
was attacked by submarines Two 
torpedoes struck Casper's sh.ip and 
the men who were not killed by the 
explosions were blown into the 
water _or quickly jumped in when .-, •)( ~ .. . 

1
;;.,: ,._,, •. _ •• '{,:_, '. 1,·;_:, .~,, i . ,··. .- · 

the ship began t? sm~ under them. . -_; Pf(l~. SPHUYLtl;Ri,•;k 1\lit'JtSHALL 
There was ~o time for launchmg ( jg.: !ii •·•·;~_on 'of·. ~.,·tJ'nd :~s .. s. 1,,. 
life rafts or s,:11a:l -boats _and th_e , }l~~IJ. · He w~ _iri'du<iled :bito .the 
men clung to w. eckage for five hout s . "-rmy: :, fri· -1943 ·afid·"left · fqr ·.overseas 
before they ':'ere rescued by a Bnt- ,(•d11,if)p f,lepi. 1944,, -'°J,•fc. , )'larshall 
1sh destroye1. . .· I, nj>tlft;'I ,his partnts ,this· "IV~k that 

The weathe1 was except:onall_Y ,·. he--"hU-.bel\n .tra.nsfe~fed fr_on,i )):ng­
cold and the rescued sa1lo_1s we1e iland'to 'France; l'l'.here he i/, -serving . 
bundled up m warm clothmg and ,wl.tlf.'a -Field Ariijlery bat.tery. , , 
the ship was headed for an Eng- • ,_. ·-·: .- •, · ·· · · · • · •' · .. · ·- -1 

ELLIS EUGENE HEIBECK, A-S, 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Grover 
Heibeck of near Fowler. He is sta­
tioned at Norman, III., with a. Navy 
V-12 unit. "Eugene" wa.s graduated 
from the local high school in 1943 
and·was employed at the J.i C. Pen­
ney store before entering service. 

Pvt. RAY GRIFFIN entered ser­
vice March 5, 1943 and is attached 
to a, Truck Regiment, serving 
somewhere i:n India. He is the son 

·,. of Frank Griffin of Ovid and Mrs. 
Myrtle Rawling of Ashley. His wife 

1 i also resides in Clinton county. 

? 



STEPHEN YURCSO, BM 2-c, is 
lhe son of Mrs. Catli'erlne Sackrider 
Gf St. Johns. He entered service in 
October, 1942, and has served o\'er­
sea.-. about 18 months, having par­
llcipa.ted in the D-Da.y invasion. He 
was engaged in farming before eu­
iering service. 

lVlis~ing on· Leyte 

CPL. SHIRLEY J. GIL.i1'10RE ·en­
. tered service in Feb. 1943. He is with 
a n Infantry division a.nd receive,! 

PVT. STEPHEN JAKUS his training at Camp St.oneman, 
As reported last week, Mrs. Ma1·y Calif. Two other brothers, PVT. 
Jakus received word that her hus- LEO GILMORE and S-SGT. REX 
qand had been missing since Nov. 12, R GILMORE are both serving with 
on Leyte Island In the Philippines. the. Army in France. "" They are the 

sons of Mrs. Pearl Gilmore of Eagle. 

PVT. KENNETH E. WALKER, 
who is serving in France with an In- PVT. CHESTER BLANK is the 
fantry division, was inducted Ma.rclt ;on of Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Blank of 
3, 1944. He received his basic train- Sl. Johns R-3. He entered service in 
ing at Camp Blanding, Fla., and left . March 1943, and went overseas with 
for overseas duty in Aµgust. His t 11.n en~eers company in January, 
wife, Mrs. Maude Walker, and three l 1944, l\is dC!itinatlon being New . 
children reside in this city. Guinea. He was emplored at the 

l\fotor Wheel Co. in Lansing before · 
mtering service. 

E-< 
Cl 
r/J 



r
~ . . "In tne·, (l.lstanc_e we.:occasionally , 

· hear the ·big guns.. ;an~ ·· once in 

l! 
awhile ii, Jerry pl.1µ1e. 'files over and 
a few robot. homos. go. over. · They · 
sound ·like a flying thresbing ma- ' 
chine. It is getti~g. cc:>ld': and I ~!Jl I 
all cramped up ·.front .lying in .this I\ 

' position. Write whe.n . :S,!)U can." ,. 

Postmaster and Mrs. Ernest Hall- I 
! man of Fowler, received a telegram 
Thursday, Dec. 14, that their son,, 
I Raymond J. (Jim) Halfman, · had I Wild Geese Stop 

War In Germany for 
A Few Minutes 

Following are excerpts frpm a let­
ter received from Lt. Robert S. 
Marshall, who is on the northe,·n 
~ector of the fighting line in Ger-· 
many: 

"We've been drawn back into a 
rest area so I have a chance to 
write again. From now on until 
this is over letters are apt to be 
iewer than in the past. 

"When we are up front we are re­
quired to travel light and a writing 
case will not kill many Jerries. Back 
here I'm living· in a pup tent ... 
ra ther hard to write a letter when 
s1,retched out flat on your belly. 

··wars have their queer moments. 
A few days ago we were in the 

· front lines-dug·in about 300 yan'is 
from the Jerries. About the only _ 

· thing going on was patrolling. on 
: both sides with the usual number· 
of shells being thrown by both 
sides. Men were close by their 
holes, waiting, watching, listening, 

'·From our bac~s. flying toward 
the Jerry lines, came a .flock of wild! 
geese. They weren't too high and 
were making a hell of a racket. One 
of our men shot at therri · with a 
carbine- then some M-1 rifles 
opened up on them:. Then the com­
pany on the right started firing. 

LT, ROBERT S. MARSHALL 

been seriously wounded in the fight- 1 

l·ing in Germany. Jim entered ser­
•vice April 21, 1942 and left for : 
\ overs~a.s . ·on Sept. 5, 1944. ' 

LT. PHILLIPS 
KILLED TUES. 

WAS FLYING B-29 WHEN ; 
ONE OF ENGINES I 

. EXPLODED I 

Tragedy Occurred At Salinas, ! 
Kansas; Father Was J 

Visiting Him I 
Lt. Lewis S. Phillips, Jr., son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Phillips of R-2, 
Dewitt, was killed a t Smoky Hill 

Dies in Crash 

Army Air Field, Salinas, Kansas, on 
Tuesday afternoon, when the B-29 
which he was piloting crashed. 
Meager information received by Mrs. 
Phillips· Weanesaay morning Indi­
cated tha.t one motor stopped and 
,another exploded. Mr. Phillips, Sr:, LT. LEWIS S. · PHILLIPS, Jr. 
wa:s a t Salinas visiting his son and -- - · 
wife. Missing in Europe 

Lt. Phillips graduated at Stut.t- j 
gart Army Air Field, Ark., on May I 
23 and was married to Miss Erdine 
Millar, d,aughter of Mrs. John Hitch- t 

cock, on Friday, May 26. Followinf( , 
his leave Lt. Phillips went for fur- !, 
ther training and two weeks ago 
wrote tho -Republican-News that he 
bad qualified, in the flight leader 
crew on a B-29 formation which was 
to lead the squadron when time 
came for combat. 

He returned last Thursday from 
a long practice flight to Cuba and 
it was believed that his outfit was 
about ready for overseas duty. For 
that reason his "father made the trip 
to visit his brother, Cpl_ Cliff W. 
Phillips in Missouri and Lt. Phillips 
in Salinas. 

Lt. and Mrs. Phillips were widely 
known among the young crowd in , 
their community •and both attended 
the 4-H Club F.air at St. Johns late 
in Aug.u.st, Mrs. Phillips having been I 
one of the outstanding club mem­
bers in the county. 

"The geese flew , on across the - ·- -· 
lines and the Jerries opened up on 
them. The war, ·in , our sector, ! 
seemed to stop for a flock of geese. 
Soon they were-out o.r range and so 
far as· I know, none were hit. ·1 

"Then the war resumed. 
"If a flock of geese can break up 

a war-:-if for only twQ or three min­
utes- it seems something could be 

, done to stop this God-awful slaugh­
ter. I've seen more · dead, · mutilated 
Germans around some of these pili 

f boxes than there · are . people living 
in our block. Most . of the Amer~~· 
can de;i.d 1•hacl,-:, or' .col.Jr~e, ·been re~ 
moved.· · . · '· · 

"It is'. ;,o .. peaceful .. and quiet back """'"""""'"":.;;.; 
here. 



Pvt. NORMAN SMITH 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Smith 'of 

Pewamo. received word Dec. 12 that 
their son, Pvt. Norman Smith, was 
wounded .J:iov. 18 while fighting with 
l he 10th Armored Division in France. 
He has been removed to a hospital ­
;n ~ngland. Details regarding his 
injuries have not been received. 

1st Lt. KEITH H; SETTERING­
TON is. the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph H. Setterington of Elsie. He 
"attended M:ichigan State College 
and received his commi-;sion as 2nd 
IJ~utena11.t from ROTC in June 
1941. · Soon after graduation he was 
sei}t to . the. Field Artillery"School at 
rort Sill, . . Okla.., 'for three months. 
Upon ·grl!,duation from there he was 
transferred to Camp Roberts, Calif,, 
and there was promoted to 1st · Lieu­
tenant. He left for overseas duty in 
March 1943 and is now located in ' 

· New Guinea. His wife is a register­
ed nurse and is supervisor of the i 
Centinela pospital in Los Angeles, JI 

Calif. 

PFC.DONALD A.LEUTE 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Leute, R-5, 

St. Johns, received the following 
telegram Dec. 11: "Regret to inform • 
you that your son, Pfc. Donald A. 

f Leute, vr~ slightly wounded in . ac­
. tion Nov. 25 in France. You will 'be 
adviseci as reports of his condition 
are received." Signed, .Adjutant 
General. · 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Ho,ak, of 
near Elsie, were informed last week . 
Wednesday that their , son, · ·Pvt; 
Joseph M. Horak, 21, who was fight­
ing with the Third Army in France, 

, was . killed Nov. 25. Pvt. Horak'. 
graduated from the Elsie high school 1 

. in 1940, and entered the. servic_e May J 
9, 1944. He :trained at Camp Fan­
nin, Texas, and went overseas - in 
October> .. He had been in France but 

· 12 days, a'f the time · of his death. 

Flight Officer 

ARTHUR M. KEILLOR 
This St. Johns young man receiv­

ed the silver wings of an Army Ai.r 
Forces pilot on Monday, 'Nov. 20, at 
J,;agle Pass Air Field, Texas, when 
he graduated with a class· in which 
£here were 14 other Michigan young 
men. His parents, Mr. and Mrs, Earl 
Keillo·r, ·live at 704 Ni. Clinton ave­
nue. 

PVT. VICTOR J. TOROK entered i 
service July 14, 1943 and received ' 
his basic training at Fort Sill, Ok.la. l 
His wife, Mrs. Dorothy Torok, an1l 
daughter received word Aug. 4 that ' 
he had arrived safely in England 
where he is serving with a Field 
Artillery Ba.litery. 

l\!ichigan-December 7, H14'< 

Navigator 

l 

LT. MONROE C. BIRKEY ❖ CC ❖ i 
. I 

One of a. large class to graduate ; 
1 from Si!'man Field, Texas, which j 
had representa.ti~s from 47 states, . 
was Lt, Monroe C. Birkey, son of . 
Mrs. Dorothy N. Birkey, 305 East 1 
Steel· street, St. Jc•hns. His wife, 
Mrs. Dorothy (Wieber) Birkey lives 
a-t 627 Westmoreland s£rect, Lansin;; , ' 
The large class of which Lt. Birkey / 
was a member will very soon be ; 
moved into combat. l 

Jo 



German Prisoner 

P''T. WAYNE CASTEEL 

I . 
1LT. l, BOND -
I . . IS MISSING. 
I w A YNE CASTEEL IS NOW . 

1 KNOWN TO BE GER_~AN 
i PRISONER 
I 

! 
Casualty Reports Come_ in on 

Severa( Clinton County 
Men in War Areas 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilber Bond; R-6, 
St. Johns, Tuesday received word 
that their son, Lt. Leona:rd Bond, 

\
':had beeI! missing since Dec. 10, in 
the European war area. Lt. Bond 

I was commissioned as a bombardier 
, in August and went overseas late in 
· September. The last letter to his 
parents was dated Dec. 6. He is a 
graduate of St. Johns high school 
and well known in St. Johns. 

Mrs. Lucile Casteel of St. Johns l 
received a wire from .the war de­
partment Tuesday that her husband, 
Pvt. Wayne Casteel, who was re­
ported missing in Europe on Sept. 
27, is now reported a prisoner of war 
in Germany. P vt. Casteel is the son 
of Mrs. R. M. Otto of Leipsic, O. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Strauser 
received word Sunday that their son, 
1st Lt. Donald E. Strauser, had been 
wounded Dec. 16 in the fighting in 
r eastern Fran::e. Lt. Strauser was in ! Italy from October, 1943, until the 
: invasion of France last summer and 
since has been with t-he 7th Army. 
His wounds were reported as 
"slight." 

SGT. HARRY MAX REDMAN and PVT. GALE REDMAN are the 
sons of l\lr. · and Mrs. Harry Redman of Essex. Sgt. Redman enlisted in 
the Army Jan. 26, 1941 and is attached to an Amphibious Tank Battalion 
at Fort Ord, Calif. He left Monday for California after spending several 
days furlough with his wife, Mrs. Anna Redman of Lansing, and his par­
ents. G_ale was inducted May 9, 1944 and received his basic training at 
Camp Fannin, Texas. He left for overseas duty in October _and is now 
stationed in France with an infanh·y division. _His wife, Mrs. Arlene 
Redma,n, resides in Bengal. · 

ARTHUR D-UANE KENFIELD, E. '.1 

M . 3-c enlisted In the Navy Jan. 15, I 
1S43 a~d received hi6 boot training 
at Great · Lakes. He ;i,lso went to 
Naval Training school there whe~e 
he receive<J his rating of Electri­
cian's Mate 3ril- class the first of 

I 
October. He is now stationed in 
Chicgao. 

Cpl.- EDWIN DALMAN is the 
son- -of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dal­
man of Bath, and is stationed at 
McDill Field, ·Tampa, F\a. His bro­
ther, Pvt. Arthur Dalman is at­
tached to the Field Artillery di­
vision at Camp Claiborne, La. 
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. Cpli BURDETTE BOND is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred V. Bond ~f 
Lansi'ng- and · the husband of Mrs. 
Frances'Bond. He was inclucted into , 

-' the Arm-y Nov. 7, 1942 and attache_cl I 
to the Quartermaster Truck Reg1-
nient. Cpl.· Bond left for overseas 

, duty In May 1943 and is stationed in 
•; ! Iran. Before his induction he was 

'.employed for several years by Rose-

l·. , va.te ~~~~ng Co. 

. Id Flying Fortress pilot· from . Captain James H. Kelly, 23-year-o t t' . Eng- I 
St Johns is shown at an 8th A.A.F. Bomber. Command S a 10n m Bl 
la;.d bei.; · congratulated by Major · Thomas P. Beckett, 25, of · ue 
Mound nf upon the completion · of his operational tour_ of duty. Ctpt, 
Kell ;nd 'Major Beckett had just returned from leading :" forma ion 
of imerican heavy bombers ·on an ,attack agains~ a target ~n German- _. 

occupied Frapce. ' Included a mong th'e most im~­
On one of these assignments hejportant targets which Capt. • Kelly . 
had found himself in the same has bombed are Kassel, Schwein-· 
cockpit with a general who was di•,!furt, Stuttgart, Anklam, Emden, 
recting a · heavy attack on naval'.,Duren and Wilhelmshaven in G~r­
installations at Emden, Gennany. ]many; Brussels, Belgium; Beau-

The mission which remains fore- ;Jmont le Roger, Paris, Romilly, Nan­
most in Capt. Kelly's memory is. tes, Poix and Amiens in France, and 
the Kassel raid last summer. "We,.Heroya in Norway, which . was 
shouldn't hav~ come back from that ·' reached after a long over-water 
one," the ·St. Johns pilot comments.' flight. 
A burst of flak smashed a .super-· A ,graduate of the St. Johns high 
charger and a turbine was flµng : schoo1;·.-capt. Kelly was a student 
back at the plane, punching a · at Mibhigan State College before . 
large jagged hole in the WA,ist sec-: entering the service. He is married, 
tion. Rib supports were splintered. Mrs. Kelly and her infant son re­
"We'll never know what prevented siding with his parents in St. Johns. 
the plane from breaking in two· · Capt. Kelly wears the Air Medal 
in mid-air," says Capt. Kelly. . with\ three Oak Leaf Clusters and 

Capt. Kelly, who is the son of Mr. ' has ( been recommended for the 
and Mrs. Robert J. Kelly, terms his · Distinguished Flying Cross. 
tour of duty as· "uneventful," al- ; · 
though his crew has participated·' 
in some of the most' grueling mis- · 
sions the Eighth AAF has under­
taken. The crew encountered some 
of the stiffest opposition that the 
enemy has unleased against · the 
American formations. 

It had been a long haul, fraught 
with tense and dangerous moments, 
since that day last June when Capt. 
Kelly received his first taste : of 1 

combat flying on a raid on Antwerp, 
Belgium. Fittingly, the mission .that 
rang down the curtain had beeri an . 
easy o:6e, a "milk .1,11n" in airmen's . 
terminology - no enemy . fighter 
opposition, light flak and all of the1 
big Fortresses in the Michigan 
flyer's formation had returned safe­
ly to England,. 

JL 



ALFERO ALTON WICKERHAM, 
A. M; M. 3/c, has arrived at his des­
tina.tion somewhere in the South 
Pacific. · At the time of his enlist­
ment on :l'eb. 25, 1942, he resided 
in Dewitt. · He is the son of Mr. 

· and Mrs. Adam Wickerham, and·j 
was gradua.te'1, from Rodney Wilson) 

, high school with . the class of 1938. 
1--- -- -·--· - ----~----- i 

I 
I 

SAMUEL WAYNE GIBSON, S. K. i 
3-c is the son of Mr. : and Mrs. Sam ' 
Gibson of Dewitt R-2. He has served 
with the U. S. Navy, somewhere in 
the Pacific for some time, a11,d the 
first of August was promoted to the 
rating of Store Keeper 3r.d class. 

. :- ': t /,t .,,.: ' .· · .. . ~·i· . <~--;~• .. ; . 
. ffll'. ',UVWLlJ" L'.~K:Y)JN~_E. is the 

s9~ cc>f<' lfe.nry Ku;hrue o.f: )JeJvi'tt R-1. 
He ~ : ~ducted ~tp, ~he · ,Army. in 
l\'J11rch, 1M2 and: .Js ,-3ttac~e!l ' to the 
SignM- .Gorps." - .After·,• · $e,tving in I 
Africa· ' foi-, -several,· inc;>llt~ he was \ 
tra~ferr.ed . to ··.Sicily.·: •. • 

I , ~~- . ~-- '. • , , . ,. ' . • 

· PVT. ituss~L:··::·::owN is the I 
son of · Mrs.-'I~laybelle Beery of St. 1 

Johns, R-6. · He entered the Army 1 
. on· Feb.' 18., i942, at the age o( 19 
years. Pvt. ·Brown left for over- ·1 

· seas · service in June, 1942, , and is 
stationed · somewhere in the South • 

. Pacitic. · I 

I 

Pfc. VIRGIL L. MEAD, son of I 
Mrs. Lyman Cobb of Lansing, was 
inducted into the Army in Febru­
ary, 1942. He formerly resided on 
Dewitt Route 2. Pfc. Mead re­
ceived his training at Camp Santa 
Anita, Calif., but is now serving 

' overseas with an Ordnance division. 

Cpl, ROYE. STEWART is serving 
with the Army, somewhere in the 
South Pacific, where he is in I 
charge of supplies. He was in­
ducted Feb. 3, 1942 and left for 
overseas duty . July 1942. Before en-

i tering service he was employ.ed .in I I Lansing .. Cpl. Stewart is the son I 

I 
of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Stewart of ·II 
St. Johns R-1. 

t _ .. 
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COMMISSIONED 

LT. HELEN KRAAS 
This well known and popular De­

witt girl has again received promo­
tion in the WA Cs, being advanced 
to., the rank of lieutenant after six 
weeks' special training at Inter­
mediate Officers' School. She will 
be stationed at DesMoines, Iowa, 
for an indefinite period. . 

I PVT. LOREN E. SCHNEEBER­
GER is serving with a Quartermas-

i ter division of the Army Air Forces 
somewhere· in North Africa. He 
was inducted into service Aug. 22, 
1942. Pvt. Schneeberger is the hus­
band of Mrs. Arlene Schneeberger 
and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Schneeberger of Dewitt. 1 

KILLED IN WAR . - _., 

LT. VINCENT PAUL LERG 

Sgt, EUGENE S. BOND, son of 
Mr: and Mrs. Fred V. Bond, en­
tered service April l, 1941. He was 
assigned to an Ordnance divj.sion l 
and graduated with a class at Aber- , Son of Daniel Lerg, of near De­
deen, Md., on Jan. 15, 1944 for In- , witt, who lost his life on the Euro­
strument Repairman and Fire Con- pean war front May 21. Lt. Lerg 
trol. He has had an APO number was a member of a bomber crew. He 
out of New York, ,since: March. Be- ' was widely known throughout the 
fore induction, Sgt. Bond· was em- county as a 4-H club worker and 
ployed· by·RosevaJe ' Pa:cking Co,, ·in a grange member. 
Dewitt. · • , ' 

Killed. 

PFC. JOE WALLACE, Jr. 
Former St. Johns-man, who was re­
ported killed in Germany last week. 

Norman Dale Greenfield, G. M. 
3/ c, is serving with the Navy some­
where in the Atlantic. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Green­
field of Dewitt. His brother-in-law, 

: Pfc. Sylvester C. Higbee is stationed 
i with the Coast Artillery division 
; somewhere in the Aleutians. 



PVT. LEONARD l{ENTFJELl) 
Mrs. Ann Kentfield received word : 

Thursday, Dec. 21, that :tier hus- j 
band, Pvt. Leonard Kentfield, is 
missing in action in France. P vt. 
Kentfield entered, service April 5, 
1944 and received his infantry train­
ing at Camp Wolters, Texas. He 
left for overseas in September and · 
was assigned to the Third ·Army: He 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Kentfield ·of this city and is 29 years 
old. His wife and son also reside ' 
in St. Johns. 

-Wounded 

PVT. CLAUD JOLLY 
Word has been received by Mr. 

and M;rs. Bert Jolly that their son.­
Pvt.Claud-Jolly, was slightly_wound­
ed while fighting In France on pee. 
3. Pvt. Jolly is• with. a !lledical unit 
of the infantry and the wound was 
in his-shoulder. H~ had been taken 
to a hospital in England. He entered· 
service in··.December, 1942, a~d we_l\t 
overs_eas in September of i944. 

Word h as been received that .Pvt. 
Reo Anderson, formerly of this city, 
has been wounded while servfng 

: with the armed forces in the South 
Pacific. :evt. Anderson is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. X. Anderson of 
East Lansing·; and his wife and two 
children also reside in East ·Lansini;. 

P vt. Thom:as Taylor of 1",owler has I 
been reported wounded in :action a 
second. time and •is now. c~rifi~ed 'to I 
a hospital in Engl~nd. HUf wife i;e- 1 
sides in Fowler. • - · : · · 

Two Elsie .Soldiers Meet in Hawaii 

Pfc. Galen Bashore . 

Two soldiers who were former 
II school friends at ·Elsie high school, 
recently met at a Seventh Air Force 

I base in Hawaii. They are Pfc. Galen 

I 
Bashore and Pvt. Georg·e C. Man­
ning. They joined the army nearly 
two years ago, just 20 days apart. 

I Being assigned to different branches 
of the service, Bashore to the Air 

· Corps, and Manning to the Engi­
neers, they• had not seen each other 
until their recent meeting wheri fate 
and army orders brought them both 
to the same base. 

Pfc. Bashore, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Bash0re, of Elsie, has been 

Pvt. George C. Manning 

in overseas service for all but a 
month of his !3-rmy career. He was 
assigned to the Base Photo Lab as 
a photographer. 

Pvt. Manning, whose grandpar­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Manning, ' 
are residents of E;lsie, entered the 1 

army at Fort Custer. After serving 
at several stations in California 
and Washington, he shipped over- I 
seas and was stationed at various 
posts in the Pacific. Finally his or- \ 
ganization was sent to this base and l 
he met his old friend at an enlisted 
men's party at a· local recreation 
center. l 

CPL. ROBERT F. SALTER and SGT. ROLLA SALTER are the 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Marshail Salter of this city. Robert is now serving 
with an Infantry division sorrie where in Sicily, but W{':' sent to Africa 
with the first ·convoys. His wife, Geraldine Salter, reSJdes in St. Johns 
with her parents. Rolla js a cook with the Quartermaster Truck division 

. at. Camp McCoy; Wis. _ · ·. ~ · 



CPL. VERNON E. B.ENJAMIN and PFC. HOWARD F. BENJAMIN 
are ·the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Benjamin of Fowler, R-1. Vernon 
entered the service on June 2, 1941, and is attached to the Infantry 
division. He is stationed at an unnamed destination overseas. Howard 
entered service January, 1942, and has been serving overseas since 1 

March, 1943. He is in the Tank Division. Both boys are graduates of l 
Fowler high school. 

Pfc. LEO HALFMANN and Pfc. EDWARD HALFMANN are the so~ 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Halfmann of Fowler. Leo entered service Feb. 5, 
1942, and has served in England; North Afrjca and Italy with a chemical 
company since July, · 1942. Edward was inducted into the Army Aug. 

, 28, 1941, and received his basic trainin.i:- at Camp Grant, 111. He is now 
with the medical d.:_partment _ at _ _s~~ton _ !ietd, ~ali~f · _ ____ ____ _ 
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I 
LT, FRANCIS H. SMITH I 

Francis H. Smith graduated from I 
· the· Engineer Officer Candidate 1 

school, Fort Belvoir, va., on Oct. 13. !I 

-

1 

He is -now a second lieutenant in 
the Corps of Engineers. . 1 

· Lt. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. ' 
Stafford C. Smith of this city, en­
tered the Army ·on Oct. 27, 1942. · 
Prior to that time he had been em- : 
ployed by the Republlcan-N-ews for 
a_bout two years as printer's appren - \ 

. t1ce. His wife, Mrs. Virginia Smith, 
1 is emp~9_yed jn Lansing. · I 

Tad A. Godfrey, son of Mr. and 
, Mrs. Fred A, Godfrey of St. Johns, 
is receiving · his intermediate flight 
training at the Naval Air Training 
Center, Pensacola, Fla. Upon com­
pletion of the intensive course at 
the "Annapolis of the Air" on Oct. 
25, Godfrey will receive his Navy 
"Wings of Gold" with the designa­
tion of Naval Aviator and will be 
commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Marine Corps Reserve. 

tl 



, 
1 · 

1 · 

S/SGT. Raymond and S/SGT. GERALD EISELER are both stationed 
. at C~mp McCoy, Wis. ,They are the sons. of Mr. and Mrs.- FrrJI Eiseler 
of th1S city. Ray_mond enlisted In the Army ~rch, 1941 and is attached 
to _th.c Qu':rtermaster Truck division._ Geral(l was inducted August, 1942, I 
ancl · 1s assigned to. an Engineers Battalion. · -· - . - . .. .. . 

- - -

CLARK H. JEFFERS, S 1-c has . 
been serving with the u. s. Navy in Pfc. ~LENN· D. HO:PP' was m- . 
North Africa. He was aboard the duc~d mto-the·anµy Aug. 20, 1~42, 
Normandie when fire broke out, and and ,is · attached to t~e . Med1~l 
later spent some time in North Ire- Corps · of ,the -Army Air' Forces m 
land. He js the son of Mrs. Edna , Blytheville, _Ark.· ·He ·is· the son. of 11 
Watamaker of Essex. Clark grad- 1 Mr.- and .-Mfs. John Hopp of Riley 
uated from the local high school I and the husband of Mrs. Luclllej 
in 1941 and enlisted· the following Hopp .of. n~ar ·De:Witt. Before enter-
week in the Navy. I in'° servi',le·•he was ·employed at the 

- I Reo Fa.ctory in Lansing. · 
, , • , I I - • _ 

MAX D. BARRETT, S l-c (above) , 
and PFC. MILTON E. BARRETT 
(below) are the sons of Mr. and Mr~. 

;Bernard Barrett of this city. Max 
: Barrett, S 1-c, entered service on 

1

1\larch 7, 1944, and left for overseas 
Aug. 1944, and is now stationed \n 

;'the South Pa.cific. Pfc. Milton en­
' tere4 service Dec. 4, 1942, and is 
'. now stationed with the Marines at 
, Movjave, Calif. 

1----- --- --- 1 I Pvt. Charles Orson, son of Mr. I 
;and Mrs: Ben Orson of this city is I 
l~?w_ sta~oEe~ iri _B~lglum, J 
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Local Boy Fears He Has 
·rorgot(en Color of Snow g 

,. The iollowing letter written _Sun-' . . ' .. ~ 
day, Nov. 28, by Sgt. Edwin Schrau­
ben, serving in the Pacific area, is 
the third received at this time of 
year by the Republican-News. He 
fears he has forgotten the color of 
snow and wishes that he received 
mor·e letters: ' 

November 28, 1943 
Editor Republican-News, 
Dear Sir and Friends: 

Just a line is all I have time1for 
and about all the news we are al-
lowed to write. · · 
. A since,;e wish of the best of 
everything to you and all my friends 

· back there. I know this is my third 
year in writing this to you, but we 
still live in hopes· that rnayb.e next 
year we all can be together on 
Christmas day. 
· i' still receive your paper and as 
I've said before I look forward to 
the day it arrives of every issue. It 
means much to me, for to keep in 
touch of things happening bacl!; 
there make a person feel different 
and sort of puts . a bright spot in 
life. So I really enjoy it very much. 

Life is still the same here. It con- . 
tinues plenty hot, while back there, ; 
I imagine, people are trying to keep · 
warm. I am beginning to wonder 1 
what color · snow is for I haven't ! 
seen imy !or three· years. Yes, I've I 
spent almost two· years over here SGT EDWIN SCHRAUBEN 
'and to see home once again, surely · 
would do mo:' hea7t good. . 1 I same work, which is Motor Trans-

l am feelmg fme and domg the i portation. They keep us plenty busy, 
but I guess this is the best for us. 

Well, friends, I'll have to close, 
but please if any or you get a min­
ute to spare, write me a line and · 
let me know how the home town and , 
neighborhood are getting along. ! 

As ever, 
EDDIE 

I 

PVT. MILO SMITH and PVT. BRAINARD SMITH are the sons of I 
' Mrs. Minnie Smith of this city. 'Milo was inducted Oct. 7, 1942, and 

is stationed with a Q_uartermaster division at Camp Davis, N. C, Brainard 
entered the Army May 5, 1941, and has served overseas since March, 1942. 
He is a macl)ine gunner. . • , 

- ---- --- . - ·-· ·· -

Decorated 

1ST LT. JAMES W. FILLMORE 
Former St. Johns man who has 

&een twice decorated while flying 
with the 441st Troop Carrier Group 
n Europe. 

First Lieut. James W. Fillmore of 
Muir, and formerly employed in the 
Central Food Market in St. Johns, 
is· a veteran pilot with a squadron 

.of the ,:141st Troop Carrier Group, a 
unit in Major General Paul L. Wil­
liams' U.S. Trocip Carrier Forces. He 
flew paratroops and glider-borne 
shock troops into Normandy on D­
day, into the Reviera in August, and 
Holland in September, when the 
First Allied Airborne Army made its 
ba ttle .debut with a thrust at the 
German flank in the Low Countries. 
Following these missions, he was 
awarded the Air Medal with Oak 

. Leaf Cluster, and the 441st Group 
received a Presidential Unit Cit,,­
tion for outstanding performance 
of duty in action against the enemy. 

' The Michigan flyer is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Manson D. Fillmore of 

. Muir, and is a graduate of Pewamo 
high school. Lieut. Fillmore enter­
ed the Army in June,.1941, and com­
menced training as an air cadet in 
October, 1942. In November, 1943, he 
received his wings and commission 
at Brooks Field, Texas. Early in 
,1944, he was sent to England to take , 
part in pre-invasion maneuvers with '[ 
his squadron. · 

- - , --- - I 
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PVT. ELLIS W. SLAGEL, CPL. DALE E. SLAGEL and PVT. ROBERT B. SLAGEL are the 
!\Ir. and Mrs. Edward C. Slagel. Ellis is stationed as C1mp Maxey, Texas, where he is with the 
Corps. Dale is at Fort Sheridan, Ill. He was · inducted into service Februray, 1942. Robert has 
Fort Lewis, Wash., since April, 1943. He h _as also been on maneuvers in Oregon. 

sons of \ 
Medical ' 
been !tt 

I 

PVT. FLOYD L. PETERSON and PVT. LA WREN CE S. PETERSON ; 
are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Peterson of Elsie. Floyd, who is s,ta,­
tioned at Camp Carson, Colo., was inducted Nov. 1, 1942, and is attached I 
to an infantry division. Before entering service he worked with his, 
father on the farm. Lawrence, entered service Dec. 28, 1942, and is 
stationed in the Hawaiian Islands with an infantry division. His Wife, [ 
Dl)ris _Peterson, and son, Eug~ne, reside In Elsie, 

- -·- ·--· -·- . 

A-C BERNARD BARTON, son of . 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Barton of 
Greenb_Ush, entered service Jan. 28, ' 
1944 when he was a senior in Maple 
Rapids high school. He is stationed 
at Kelly Field, Texas, where 11e is 
receiving pilot and bombardier 
training. 

/9 
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1- MERVIN L. RHYNARD, S 1-c 
I spent several weeks at Pearl Har-
bor, following bi's boot training, and j' 

. is now serving somewhere overseas 
·with the Navy. Mervin, who is the I 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Rhynard, 
graduated from . the _local _high 
·school and later was employed by 
the Rosevale Packing Co., De')Yitt. 
He enlisted on Aug. 21, 1942. 

Sgt. ROY BECK is the son of : 
Mrs. Verna Beck of St. Johns R-3. 
He enlisted in the Army Air Forces 1 
in Sept. 1943 and- left for overseas ' 
service in June 1944. He is now sta­
tioned at an 8th Air Force Bomber 

: station in England, where he is a · 
I waist gunner on a B-17 Flying 
j Fortress. 
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Sgt. WILLIAM B. ROOF and Pvt. R . V. (BOB) ROOF are the sons 
] of Mrs. \f, E. ·Roof of St. Johns, William was inducted into the Army 
Sept. 19, 1942, and wears the silver wings of a gunner sergeant, which 
he won at the Harlingen Army Gunnery School, Harli'ngen, Texas. He 
is now serving overseas, somewhere in Australia. Pvt. Roof is attached 
to an Engineers Battalion atf F ort Lewis, Wash. He entered service 
April 7, 1943. 

· LORRIE R . SCHAVEY, F 1-c, and WILLIAM SCHAVEY, F 1-c, are 
the sons of ~r. and Mrs. Harrison Scha.vey of near Traverse City, for­
merly of Dewitt. Lorrie graduated from Rodney Wilson high school in 
1933 and is now serving with the Navy overseas. His wife and three 
children reside near Traverse City. William graduated from Central high 
school in L,i,nslng and was employed at the Sears-Roebuck store in Lan­
sing prior to his .induction. His wife and son live in Iron Mountain. He 

:· is also serving with the Navy in the Pacfic. 
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13 Clinton County Boys 
Reported As Cc1sualties 

Recent German Break-Through Takes Big Toll 
Among Clinton County's Fighting Men; 5 Are 
Killed, 2 Missing, 2 Prison.ers, 4 Wounded 

Word was received from the 
War Department on Saturday, 
Jan. 20, by Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
Spitzley of Westphalia that their 
son, Pfc. Ronald W. Spitzley, was 
reported missing in action in France 
sinct, Dec. 31. He was with an anti­
tank company of the infantry in 
Gen. Patton's Seventh Army. He 
entered service F-eb. 3, 1943, and re 
ceived his basic training at Fort 
McClellan, Ala., later going to Fort 
Shenango, Pa., from which he left 
for overseas duty on June 17 of the 
same year without ever being grant­
ed• a furlough. Ronnie has been 
through North Africa and the cam­
paigns of Sicily, Italy and France. 

PFC. RONALD W. SPITZLEY 

He had been wounded on April 7 jn 
Italy. and was confined there to a 
hospital for almost five months. On 
Sept. 12 he rejoined his company in 
France. Before his induction he 
was employed at the American State 
Savings Bank of Lansing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Kerr of Ash­
ley have · received word from the' 
War Department that ·their only 
son, ,S-Sgt. Robert E. Kerr, was 
kllled in act~on Dec. 24 while fight­
ing at Luxembourg. Sgt. Kerr, 19, 

entered the service in March, 1944, 
and trained at Camp Walters, Tex., 
and Fort Meade, Md. He went over­
seas as a member of the Infantry 
last September. Sgt. Kerr :gradu­
ated from Elsie high school with the 
class of 1943. 

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Bond, of 
120 West Ross street, st. Johns, .re­
ceived word form the War Depart­
ment Monday that their son, Pfc. 
George R. :eond, 22, had been se­
riously wounded in · action in Ger­
many on Jan. 4. Pfc. Bond was in­
ducted· into service in November of 
1942 and has been fighting overseas 
with the 7th Army since September 
of 1944. 

1st Lt. Wm. Keith Blackmer, son 
of Mrs. Nellie Blackmer, :of Pe­
wamo, was killed in action while 
fighting with the 8th Tank Battalion 
of the 4th Armored Division in Bel­
guim on Dec. 23, according to word 
received from the War Department 
last week. Lt. Blackmer entered 
the Army in August of 19.42 and 
went overseas last summer: Prior 
to joining the armed fori::es he was 
employed for a time by Jay Egan, 
of St. ,Tohns. · 

Mrs. Anthony Platte of West­
phalia was notified by the War De­
partment on Monday afternoon, 
that her son, Pfc. Harold Howard, a 
paratrooper, was slightly wounded 
in action somewhere in Belg1um on· 
Jan. 5. Pfc. Howard was inducted 
into service Dec. 8, 1943 . . He was 
sent to Camp Blanding, Fla., and 
from there to Camp Eddibury, Ill, 
He received his paratrooper ~raining 
at Fort Benning, Ga., and h~s been 
overseas since the latter part of 
November, 1944. ' 

Mrs. Robert Snyder recehted the 
Purple Heart medal Monday from 
her husband, Pvt. Robert Snyder. 
He was slightly wounded in action in 
France during the latter part of De­
cember. He is confined to the 9th 
Evacuation Hospital in France. His 
wife and children reside 1n St. 
Johns. · 

Pvt. Alfred Bell of Ba th· has been 
missing since Dec. 17 in Luxem ­
bourg, accordi,ng to word received 
by relatives at Bath. . ..•. 

Pvt. Howard Dewitt Perry of De­
witt wai wounded in Italy Nov. l. 
He has since been returned to the 
States· and ls now at Gardner Gen­
•eral Hospital in Chicago. Pvt. Per­
ry, who entered service Oct. 7, 1943, 
is a brother of Fred and Andrew 
Perry of Dewitt . 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schafer of 
near Maple Rapids have received 
word that their son, Pvt . . Gaylord 

PVT. GAYLORD SCHAFER 

Schafer is a German prisoner of 
war. He was serving with the Army 
in Italy. 

l. Clinton county relatives have re­
, ceived word from S-Sgt . A. B. Pel­
l tier stating that he is now a pris-
1 oner of the Germans. $gt. Peltier 
is the son of Frank Peltier of Dewitt 

1 and was pre\/lously reported missing 
Sept. 6 in Belgium. He had been 

:overseas about two years at that 
jtime. __ _ 

I Pfc. Francis A. Richmond has been 
reported killed . in action in Bei­
gium Jan. 3. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Orville Richmond who 
formerly lived on the McLouth farm 
west of Dewitt. Pfc. Richmond, who 
would have ·been 35 years old on 
Jan. entered service July 6, 1942. 

Word has been reported that 
Stephen J. Cummings was killed In 
action Dec. 17, 1944, in France. H~ 
was the son of Reuben Cummings of 
of Newberry, Mich. His mother, 

IMrs. M'ary Nedry, lives at Marion 
Sp1·ings. They formerly lived north 

! Of Elsie. --

! Mrs. Joseph Shupe of St. Johns 
· recently received word that her · 
nephew. PYt. Francis Luther Graess­
le, was wounded in Germany Dec. 
25. A report has now come through 
that he was killed in Luxembourg 
on tnat date. Pvt. Graessle is th-~ 
son of Mrs. Elsie Thrasher of Dray-

i ton Plains, and formerly lived in 
!St. Johns. 

2/ 



· SGT. WAYNE J. BARBER (~bovc) 1 

and · FRED GORDON BARBER, SI 
1.-c . (below) are the sons of Mr. and . 
Mrs. Fred J. Barber of near Laings- , 
burg. Sgt. Barber entered the Air 
Corps in Fe~., 1943. He is an assist- ;· 

· ant crew chief, and left for overse'\s ' 
in March, 1944. Sgt. Barber is sta- -, 
tioned in France. Fred Barber, S 
1-c, entered service in November, .. 
1943· aIJ.d is stationed at an am­
pl~ibious training base at Little · 
Creek, Va. Before entering service 
he worked at University Hospital, 
Ann Arbor. Another brother, Cpl. 
Ralph D. Barber, was killed in ac­
tion in Africa in Feb. 1943. 

I 
! 

I 
, I 

--------,----:-----: 
2nd Lt. Laddie Bartholomew _of 

Lincoln, Neb., s~nt the week-end at ! 
:the home of his· parents, Mr. ·and 
(Mrs. J . E. Bartholomew. 

1 =-= -I 
/ Pvt. WILUA!VI G. WAGER and Pfc. WARREN W. WAGER are the I 1 sons of Mr. and l\'lrs. Jess Wager of this city. They are both married 

I and their wives reside here. Pvt. Wager is attached to the Medical 
, Corps at Camp Bowie, Texas, and Pfc. Wager is receiving speejal train- ,, 
I ing at King College, Bristol, Tenn. 
: ------------------------ ------- '· 

Pint-Size·d Valedictorian 
Finally Gets Into Army 

Dick Millman finally made it! 
Last Friday afternoon this young­

ster, who is ·18 years old, but might 
be mistaken for 15, climbed on the 
eastbound 1 :30 0. T. train and 
started for Fort Sheridan. There was 
a grin on his face, a lso a look that 
was closely akin to consternation I 
when he saw the whole St. Johns 
high school band come trooping 

, around the ·corner of the depot just 
I two or three minutes before the 
, conductor· yelled "All aboard." 
1 Dick has two brothers in service. 
, Brother Jack has been in for more I than two years and is now with 
Ordnance at Fort Bliss, Texas. Bro­
ther Bill was chosen for West Point 
quite awhile back. This matter of 
getting into service became a touchy 
matter with Dick. Three times he 
had been turned down. With two 
brothers and most of the boys in the 
graduating ·class of '43 in uniform, -
Dick was about ready to blow up 
any time anybody said anything 
about service. 

Early last year Dick tried to get 
into the Navy Air Corps. "Sorry 
(Turn to page 2, column 8, please➔ DICK MILLMAN 



FOUR ·SONS WITH UNCLE SAM'S FIGHTING FORCES 

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Woodhams sat in the parhr of their home on South ,Lansing street with the 
pictures of their four sons who are in armed forces arranged between them. Eugene, 23, landed in North 
Africa las t November and has seen four months ot fighting there. Pfc. Lawrence is at the Sedalia (Mo.) 
Army Air Base. Pvt. Donald, 20, has an APO address. Pvt. Alvin, 18, who left St. Johns June 7, is sta­
tioned at Eustis, Va. Mr. Woodbams works a night shift in one of the Lansing war 'plants and finds time 

I to do quite a bit of farm work. Mother Woodhams works long hours, too, for there are several younger chil-
dren at home. • . · • 

~-- .. - - - - ---
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1,,--,,••:, 'cl'L.'lLTPN-.C.::s"i()ho'ilitn, s-~gt. ~ESTER c.·'SToDbAiD, ci'i:: HARQLD P. STODDARD. aria EDGAR EUGENE STOl>DARD; -s ·1 -F. 
. are the sons of Mr. !incl Mrs. Edgar Stoadard of Hubbardston. CpL Alton Stodda.rd entered service Nov. 18, 1941, and left for overseas March Ill, 
'. 1942. _'. ti~ ·is with ·an Ordnance div~ion, and Is now stationed in New Gt_tlnea. S-Sgt. ~toddard enlisted Sept. 22, 1942, and left for overseas May 
. . 22, .-1944.· He Is _assistant chief clerk with. the plans and opera.tion of au- service command, and is now s tationed at Calcutta, India. He attended 
" Cieary 'College •-.t Ypsilanti. Cpl Harold Stoddard entered service Apru 5, 1944 and is • with the Quartermaster Corps. He just arrived in New 
;, (iulnea, ' apd·met.'his 1,rother:Atton, ·whom he had not seen for three years, Eugene enlisted in the ·Navy M a:r ch 1, 1944, and is a. gunner on the ·\p ... ~-: s.:. J!~tr:'!Y.e( ~ s. ~ - the_ present time he is o,ut_ to sea. AU four ·Stoddard boys attended the St. John's high· school at Hubbardston. 
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[DONALD Dll;I.ER 
! KILLED NO_V. 15. 
WESTPHALIA SERGEANT 

MISSING OVER 
HUNGARY 

!
home. , 

The Armbrustmachers are former • , 
residents of Maple Rapids, and 
Donald's father, a World War I 
veteran, at one time operated a res­
taurant in Maple Rapids in part-. 
nership with Fred Fl'isbie. · 

In a letter received by Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Spitzley of Portland from 
their son, Pvt. Carl Spitzley, he 
stated that he was wpunded in ac­
tion on Nov. 20 and was confined 
to a hospital in Belgium. Carl, who 
is 26 years of age, operated the 

1 Several Clinton County Men Westphalia and Portland hardware 
' Receive Wounds on store in Westphalia before being 

inducted into service on Dec. 14, 
Battle Fronts !943. He received his basic train--

ing at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
Mrs. Gertrude D1ller of Maple left for overseas duty from F~. 

Rapids received word Friday morn- ' J\1:eade, ~d., in Jul;,",_ ;944. He 1s 
' · -i with an ·Infantry d1v1s1on and has 

ing, Dec. 1, that her husband, Pvt. 
1 
been in. Germany for th~ past 10· 

Donald Diller, had been killed in ~~·eeks. 
action on the fighting front in · · 
France on ·Nov. 15. Pvt. Diller 1s 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dan Diller 

1 who live three mile$ northwest of 
, St. Johns. . 

I 
Pvt. Diller, · well known in this 

community, wrote his father a ' let­
ter the day before he was killed. 

, He had been wounded and awarded 
I the Purple Heart earlier in the 
I summer, and was hospitalized for .a 
time in England. Recovering from 
his wounds, he had rejoined his in­
fantry unit in France. 

He entered service in 'September, 
1943, and trained at. Camp Gruber, 
Okla., and went overseas · early this 
year and had seen action since early 
June. 

Missing 

.Wounded 

PFC. IV AN SMITH 
Mrs. Jeannette Smith, of Fowler, 

received word last week that her I 
husband, Pfc. Ivan Smith, had been 
wounded on Nov. 1, while fighting l 
with the 5th Army in Italy. Details 
regarding his injuries have not yet 
been received. 

Missing 


