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THE WILLIAM MARZKE FAMILY OF RILEY, 1902-:- Pictured (back row, I. to r.} Emma, Theordore, 
Martha, Albert and Anna, (front row) Otto, Marie,,William F._ (father) and Minnie. 

Clinton County· histpry 
book beiAg: rE!pQblished 

In 1980, several individuals under the lead•' . removed some setting hens for the stable. One 
ership of the Clinton County Historical, · flew from him against the horse, which reared 
Society completed several years of work with and kicked Mr. Martzke twice in the breast. A 
the publication of an enormous county history. doctor· was called and his' injuries were not 
The original purpose was to account for what · -regarded as dangerous. On Sunday evening he 

. had happened in the county in the 100 years began to grow worse and continued so until 1 
since the last major history book of 1880. It ~'clock when he died. 'He _was conscious until 
met its objective.and the 1,100 page book, death and he kept wishing that he could have 
already a prized collector's item, is impressive seen his daughter, whom he had not seen 
in both weight and 'content: Not only does it since her wedding day two years ago, and who 
cover that 100.-year span, it goes beyond that was coming to visit him in two weeks from her 

•into areas of the more distant p_ast to cover home in the upper peninsula. His sudden 
areas omitted in 1880 (and corrects a few death came as a great shock to the family as 
untruths). Btlt perhaps the best part of the . well as the community. He was a kind father. 
book is its several hundred family histories, and an upright honest man. 
all written by amateur genealogists and • "William F. Marzke was born in Alt 
included at no cost to the contributors. Malzhow, Stolp, Germany, Dec. 15, 1845. He 

The ink was barely dry however, when a · served three years in the German standing 
great moan was heard across the: land; There · army and fought one year in the French and 
was wailing and gnashing of.teeth; tea'ring of German War. He was ,married to Miss 
garmerits and smearinb-on· of ashes - in short, Hannah Yanz and after moving to Ohio they 
there were a whole lot of folks who were plain moved to Michigan and settled on the farm 

1 disgusted with themselves ,forpot-geWng,itin , where he was killed. Thirteen years .ago his 
I gear and submittmg,:m~:· ., ':y,, . ; wife died of cancer at Orion. Seven, ;Ye~rs,agq •· .:·, 

Well, take heart',cyo:11;a6_ .. / -.,,;;,,'., .. , .lightning struck his barn and killed one.o(lµs· ,.;.,-; 
another 100 yea:rs: ,The.Clmton. unty' . · · ··. horses and a year later his son, Paul;' was 
Histori~ Society nas'reactivated plans for '. . . . drowned .at Merle Beach. At the death of his 
another book. So get out your pencils, scrap· ~ ·.r· ·· wi.f~ be· was left with nine children and an 
books, photo albums and family bible-~nd get : '

1 

•• aged fatner ... Mr. Martzke was a member of 
.to work;_And please, don't.think you need to . , ' the German Lutheran Church of Lansing.~ 
belong to one of the county's "old families".: ' ·. ; Mr .. _Martzke has a good number of'descen-
Histories are being accep~d from any fan;iily :; dants still living in DeWitt and his 'grandcbil-
currently living in the county or who have dren, . rm told, get together once a year. This 
lived here in the past. • · , should give them a good basis for a great fami-

Often, just a simple obituary will give the ' , ly history. Helen, you've been elected family 
basics for a good family write-up; By coinci- . . · secretary 1 · the ,.other,s will fill in the details. 
dencelhappene'dupononelastmonthfor ·~: · ... Start~ting! . · . · 
William Martzke, pictµred above with his,cliil0 • , For m,ore ·information or, guidelines send a 
dren: . self~addresse'd, stamped envelope to: Family 

(June, 1904) History Forms, P.O. Box 174; St. Johns, MI 
Killed by Horse 48879. · 

Lived in Riley 21 years · Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's 
"Last Saturday evening William Martzke, primary historian. His column appears here 

of Riley, fed his horses some grain and then · bi-mon,thly. 
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Wednesday evening, December 27, 
120 in,lted 11ue1ta met at the bowe of 
Mr. and Mro. M. J. Tout lo wltnOM Ibo 
marrlaae of their da111hter, Lillie, lo 
Mr. FrankYanze, Promptly at 7 o'clock 
Mra. deorie WIiiiam• cowwenced th• 
weddln11 march, wblch iahered In the 
happy pair, lead by the Rev. E. D. Way, 
accowpanied Ly Mr. aud Mr■• Bert Nor• 
ria, Mr. Fred Huot and Mi88 Lydia Tout. 
TI.Je ceremony wu abort and imprN1ive. 
Anercon(lt&tul~tione1 reCceshmenta were 
eerv ed, which all enjoyed• ana a very 
pleasant evenln11 •u spent, The hap. 
py couple were the recipients of a tine 
lot of weddin& gllla. Toe followln11 la a 
li•t: Mr. and Mra. John Tout, eel diah• 1 

08 af¥1 ellver huller ~i■b; Mr. ancl Iba. 
W.<f.Tout,N. Y.lrunk and '6.00; Mr 
and ldro. Bort Norrie, 1et &liver kolve■ 
and forks; Ml• Anna Yaoz1 alaM wat~r 
aet; Mr.Albert and Mi• Anna Marlzke, 
oet 111- uuca dlahao; Mr. Olio Marhke, 
p&rlor lamp; Mr. Adolph and Ml• 
Amelia Bernard, eiher 1uaar abell; Mr. 
Joe and Miaa Mary Bero•rd, &liver bul• 
ter knife; Miu Minnie Roa:era. Laneioa, 
aet. china berry di■bea; Mr. and Iha. 1 

John Brink, aet ■llver kntvea and fork.a; 
Mr. Fenlon Brink and Ibo HiMee Allie 
and Jooie Pearce, parlor lamp; Mr. W, 
Cue, Mi• Mary Waaer, Mr. Fred Huot, 
and Miaa Lyaia Tout, mantle clock; Mr. 
and Mrs. George Blizzard, eet &IILM ware; 
Mr. and Mn. M. T. Woodruff, teble 
cloth; Mr. and Mro. A. A. Woodruff, 
pair ftanoel blaoke18 and lowela; Mi11 
ldar&uerile Woodruff, hoad reot; Mro. 
C,mle Simmont, fruit dl■b; MilOUI Ada 
aoi! Eva Simmons, roee Jar; Mr. and 
Mra. Geofll& Slmmona, china cracker 
ja.r; Mr. and Mn. Willia McLouth, parlor 
lamp; Mr. aaul Mrs. Marl< Hill, parlor 
lamp; Mn, Celia Biizurrl aod d•llll:htor, 
Maud, pair lowela •nd 11laaa celery diah; 
Mr. and Mn. F. L. FurJ8110n, Lansin&, 
pair towel,; Mr. and Mrs. Loeber and 
family, table cloth; Mr. Obaa. and Miu 
Etta Webb, at ... celery diab; Mr. and 
Mro. 8. W. Norrlt, pair towel...,_ Mr. and 
M111. E. D. Williama, ■et Cri1ty bread 
kniv01; Maaltlr Floyd Williams, table 
napkina; Mr. and Mro. Honeywell, waah 
tub, diab pan and broom; Mr. and Mn. 
JamOI Bale, table cloth; Ml• Carrie 
Hale, 11lua water pitcher; Mr. and 
Mra. Spedter Norria, wuh bowl 
and pitcher; Mut.ir Mark Norrlt, IURLr 

aift..r; Mr. and Mn. Sylveater Moen, 
allver pickle cuter; Miu Grace Bald­
win, china vace; Mro. S. A. Stewart, 
,1.00 lo cub; Mr. and Mn. W. 8. Dilla, 
caalor; Mr. and Mro. W eeley Linn, 
gl- berry diab; Dr. and Mro, Simmon■ 
and Mr. and Mro. Varney Pearce,·oak 
rocker; Mr. and Mro. Samuel tucker, 
bed apread; Mr. and Mro, T. W. Bald• 
win, eilver pickle cut.or; Mr. and Mra. 
Geo. Williama, pair flannel blauketa; 
Miu Maude Williama, vue; Mr. and 
Mn. Wott, pair towela; Mr, Marlr Hill, 
email fancy bedstead; Rev. E. D. Way, 
~ka, "Wedding Bulla." 

S--\: .3u~1--1s N ... ....>') 
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I Riverside-DeWitt 
AUGUST YANZ DEAD 

h Augu~t Yanz, a n old resident of 
oth Ohve and Dewitt die,! at h . 

home In this village Tuesday for~~ 
noon, Sept. 13, 1921, aged 82 years 
Mr. Yan7. has been afflicted wit!~ 
heart tro111>l e for a Jong time H . 
-~urvived by five children: th~~! 
~m:i and two daughters Frank 

~nz of Lansing, nouert Yanz' o r 
Olive. Charles Yan:,; of 'h .

8 1
• 

•' irs c: t • 1• P nee Kl ·_- ,ran Jonl!s a 11t:1 Mrs. l•' rn11J; 
:aver_ Mr. Yanz's wife passed 

~~ ay many years ago ant:! he with 
bis rn Charles have kept house 
c~a;g

1:mt~e~ The funeral in 
will be oh l.d . ·wood of Lansing 

, e at the home at 1 
ocl,ock anrl ~t the M. E. churc h at 
2 o clock Friday. Rev. l~rost or the 
Germa? Lutheran church in Lan­
s1!1g will officiate. Interment in D . 
Witt cemetery. 8 



Died at the home of her son, Rudolph 1 

Yanz, in Riley January 4th, 1901, Mrs. 
Charlotte Yanz. She was born in Ger­
man)· March 7, 1817, and was mar.-ied to 
Mr. Yaoi io 1836. Her busbaod died 
about 1871. She cam~ to America and 
settled in Ohio in 1882. Io 1883 ehe 
came to Riley, Clinton county, Michigan, 
and hae been a continuous resident there 
ever since. She was the mother of 11 
children, four of whom survive her, 
Rudolph and AdaEne, of Riley, August, 
of Watertowv, and Gustave, of Olive, 
bPsides thirty grandchildren and seven 
grl!at-grandcbildren. There are 41 Ii , . 
icg descendants. She was very feeble 
and had been blind several years. She 
wa11 a member of the German Lutheran 
church and had often wished to die and 
be at r est . H er funeral was beld at the 
kimruone school house Sunday, Rev 
Kramer, of Lansing, officiating. lat.er-\ 
went in South Riley cemetery. ~ ,,t1° 

Thy labon a re ended ~ .,,10 
And calmly to rest, 1 

We lay tLee where sorrow sha ll oe'l"er moleat, 
But, s till midst our sorrow, 

One thought sLall remain, 
Thy spir it lo g lorr shall blo~rnm again. 



, 

,,. 

YANZ, RICHARD.A. . .-·, 
j :: '. i' 

DeWitt . I • 

Age 72, died March 20, 
:1989. Born March 9, 
1917 in DeWitt, Mr . . 

. Yanz was a lifelong 
resident of the DeWitt 

, area. He was employed 
. , in Maintenance at Gen• 
:, ~ral Motors an!! was . . 
f also a farmer in Riley . 
/ Township .. . Sui;viving 
· are l brother, Jiarold· -: ) 

Yanz of Hart; 2 sisters, 
Leona Yanz and Lu- . 

· cille Post, boih of Char• 
Jotte; several cousins. 

, Funeral ,services will 
be held Saturday, 1 
p.m. at the Gorsline­
Ru nc I man · DeWitt 
Chapel with The Rev. 
Willard Farrier, Pastor , 
of South Riley . Bible . 
Church, officiating.' . 
Interment will be in 
DeWitt Cemet~ry. The ·, 
family · wilJ · receive ·, 
friends at the Chapel 
Thursday, 2~4 and 7-9 

. p.m. and Friday from 
'· 7-9 p.m. • ' 

I. 

..... 



Dow W. Yo_yng· 
. . ~~ 

Dow William Young, 84, of Laingsburg,_died Nov. 
_ 16, 1988, in St. Johns. 

Mr. Young-was born on June 4, 1904, in Laingsburg, 
Olive Township. He was a member of Redeemer 
United Methodist Church. He was employed in 
maintenace at Michigan State University. He was a 
lifelong resident and farmer in Olive Township. He 
was a trustee of the Wilsey Cemetery Association. 

Survivors incJude his wife, Helen; one daughter, 
Mrs. Oliver (Nancy) Smith of Arkansas; one son and , 
daughter-in-law, Randall and Edith of Laingsburg; ' 

1 seven grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; 
neighbors Dwight and Florence Aungst; and many 
friends. 

He was preceded in 'death by two grandchildren: 
Services were Nov. 19 at Gorsline-Runciman 

' DeWitt Chapel with the Rev. Rodney J . Kalajainen, . 
'. pastor of the Redeemer United Methoclist Church of- ,-·. 
\ ficiating. Interment was at Wilsey Cemetery. . · · 
1 Contributions m.ay be made to Redeemer United • 
, Methodist Church. · I . ,. 
'-----------'-------==;;;;;,,;_ __ _:;_ __ . 



Dental Office To Be Opened 
In DeWitt tvov, l•;-

D1'. Etlwu1·d •r. Young, u gruduat<: 
1lenlist from the HniverHily of 0<'· 

l l1,dl. In 1llH, wlll ,11 niu It!:, duu t,d 

I 
offic<: i11 lJeW iit in upp1·oximatcly 
a week. He i::! !~ native of Hong 
Kong, lJritish Crown Culony. Ht I has compleLtd the den la! internship 
Lraiuing program in Wayne County 
Gcnernl Hospital in Detroit. 

The office is loca Led u L 10!> W. 
Main Slrc.:it, DeWitt (formcl'ly 
the locution or .Jan \; Appa1·1,l). Hi:, 
1,hone mirnbcr will be (l(HJ-0673. 



'. DEATH CLAl~1S I 
! JOHN L. YOUNG 
I 

i 
! Esteemed Man Helped Erect I 
! Many Buildi~gs Around 
J Wacousta; Rites Held 

1
· 

I -
1 (By Mary Conrad) I 
I Wacousb-A great sadness has ·, 
1 falien upon the community with the 
j p::.~sing 01 qur friend and. neighbor, ! 
1 John L . Young, whose deat,1 occur- , 
I red at Arm Aroa:·. Mr. Young had : 
. been at the hospital about a week 
i where he had gone in hope of get• 
I ting relief from a serious trouble. 

I' Mr. Young had been a lifelong · 
, resident of this place and has t ; 
J host of frienas who will greatly miss · 
· his genial presence and his ready , 
I willingness to give a helping hand to . 

I any who might need it. He was al• i 
ways a kind and considerate hus- , 

' band to the wife wno sw·1·1ves rum. 
Early in life he took up the trade 

of brick layer and stone mason and 
many buildings stand as lasting 
m9muments to his co:iscientous 
workmanship, among them the Wa-

l cousta and Watertown Center schoo, 
. buildings. He gave freely of hi~ 
I ume r.nd interest to the corr.munit~ 

I 
a nd to the fra ternal organizations 
with which he was asociated and his 

. Kmdly senice and loyal friendshit: 
I will be a treasured memory b.v al, 
I whc knew and enjoyed his com -

pr.nionship in life . He was a mem­
, ber o i the Masonic Lodge, F. & A. 
• M. and 6f Wacc,usta Chapter u. E. 
s. 

J ohn Lester Young. son of Alonzo · 
! and Mary Young. w:.s born at W a-
l cousta Sept. 23. 1863. and died at 
i A:rn Arbor April 25 , 1932. He was 
. married September 12. 1908, to Dr!la 
j Hunter \\'ho sun·i\•es him. He also 
lea ve-~ one s1s;e:·. Mrs. Ma rv F.tch I of ca~lisles, Ark!msas. another sis­

' ter, Mrs. Emma Corson. ha,·ing pre­
i C<'d ed him in d~ath. Five nephews 
i :ir? hh onlv ,Pmainin(! relatires. one 
· of whom is Mr. BaL Corson of Per­
. 1111ton. 1- uneral s<>rvices were hl'ld 
· W:·cinc'.sda ,· at 2.3ll o'clock fr;m Wa ­
. co11s t:1 church. Rr1·. F. G. Wright of­
' fici:i ting a nu Ma~;•,n ic scrri:·t•s :H t!h' 
. <·cmt:1rry. 

J l 

C \.1 f..l--\ . Co . 1ur • f'\ ~s 

4-28 -\ciyz__ 



POPULAR Y.OUNG COUPLE· 
W.ED AT HOME .. IN ·OLIVE. 

MlijS }'LORENCE l'lllNNEY um 
CAIJL uc;l~lllAS MAllltlE~- · 1 

At o. alrnple wccldlng ut the home or 
Mr. cmd Mrfl. Jumos l' lliu11uy tu Olive 
OH 'l'uoijdo.y ttft ornoon al G: 30 o 'dock, 
thelr clu.ughter, I•' Joreuce Loulse,J ut>­
CC\rno the llrldo or Lotils Carl Zuchu.r­
ins, the son or Mr'. 4ud M rn. 'M. 'l'. 
Zacharias ot thlij c!ty. 'l'lle wedding 
march was pl1weL1 ))y Miss Cecll Price 
1111 I Ii•> ' l.irhla! purl_y doBt:011,lull lliu 
Htut·rn untl U>olc thtilr vtacuH IH IL cor­
ner ot the slctlag ruo111 before u bnnlc 

. u( fcrnij. i;-wv. Wright of DewiLt per­

. roriued the ccroruony . . 
'l'he yo11ug 'couple were nltcnuei.l by 1 

Mllis Bornico Zacharias, siHler or the : 
i;-room uu<l Alvu Bulllngcr or Ovltl. The 
IJride , wus t1tliroll in a t1ai11ty gowu or 
oilk m11brotdered or-1r,\nd!o with tmtln 
trinnniui;-, a11tl a veil or tulle caui;ht 

1 , to the 'head by Illies or the valley. She 
' canted " llo:1quet of bride's roses a11d 
i liliey; or tho valley . 'The l.Jrldeamald 
' wus gowuetl In white or,~antlie and 
canled pink roses. During the con­

' gl'atulatlons Mias .Pr ico st111g, "0 
Pro1n!su Me." 

, ll'ollowt11g the cer emony a .supper , 
: w~s served by six of the bride's i,;lrl · 
frim;du. 1\ilr. llll<l Mr a. Zt.chu.rlaH Iott 
tmiriedlately on t, trlp t{) Detroit, from 
which they will ret11rn to thei r home• 
at 1107 Pl11tt street, Lt111Hlll i;. Doth 

:al'e well ·lrnown hete having ,tttended
1 

, tho local schools. 'rhe britle gi·ad uated 
:"lfrom the high sc'hool In 1915, rrom , 
the county normal llrnt spring, t1nd tor 

;the past year has been te11chiI1-g ut the . 
Mor ie "Beach ,school. 'l'bo grno1n ii, 
ern1>loye<l at. tho Itoo factory In Lans­
·llu~. 

·I 



FUNERAL SERVICES WILL BE i 
IIELD TODAY FOR MRS. I 

CARL ZACHARIAS 

Mrs. Carl Zacharias of East Lan- ! 
sing, 'former well known and highly I 
respected St. Johns young woman, 1 
passe_d away at Sparrow hospital, ; 
Lansmg, Monday evening, August· 
4, 1930, at the age of 31 years. Fun­
eral rites wlll be held at her home 
on Harrison Road at I :30 o'clock 
this (Thursday) afternoon and at 
the Peoplfs· church, East Lansing, 

'at 2 p. m. Burial will· be made in 
Mt. Rest cemetery, St. Johns. 

Florence Louise Phinney was born 
in Riley township August 27, 1898. 
She was ,the daughter of the late 
James Phinney, and Mary Phinney. 
After finishing high school at St. 
Johns she graduated· from the Clin­
ton County Normal with the class 
of 1916. She followed this with 14· 
years of successful teaching In the 
county. 

On June 5, 1917, she was united in 
-•- marriage to Carl Zacharias of St. 
1 9 Johns. They made their home here 
.s ~- four years and then moved to Lan-

...c..:... .- sing. 
I Florence was ~ g!:! with a beau-

r- tiful character, and a sunny dispo­
r-,/ · i sition and was an inspiration to 
' ·- ci) many. To know her was to love her. 

•.) She leaves to mourn their loss, 
<......., her husband, Carl, her mo.ther, Mrs. 

Mary Phinney of Olive, three sisters, 
Mrs. Edna Price of Laingsburg, Mrs. 
l-0retta Nichols of Alward Lake, and 
Mrs. Cassie Stevens of St. Johhs, 
three •brothers, William of Muske­
gon, Albert of Price, and Clarence 
of Ollve and a host of friends. 
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!UNITS SEPARATE. 

Zeeb Named Manager of 
! Plant Food Services, Inc. 

Recent re-organi'.lat 1 o n o.f 
Plant F'ood Services, Inc ., has 
brought about the separation of 
Lile company into I wo organi­
zations . 

Virgil Zeeb of DeWitt is now 
%encral manager of P lan t Food 
:3ei-vices , Jnc. Managing the 
Manco division is Raymond 
3radley of Fowler. 

Assisting Zeeb on the Plant 
IJ'ood Services s taff will be 
'.::harles McNeilly of St. J ohns 
1s assista nt manager . D e n nls 
'-'anctel or Westptmli~ will be 
in charge of sales. 

* * 
ZE£R HAS with Plant J.i'ood 

Services since its organization 
in 1956. During that lime hu 
has served ill a·sales and man­
agerial caµ~icity. 

Plant Food Services w i 11 
continue to s upply farmers with 

, a complete aualysis of bulk fer­
! tilizers, lime and other special-

vmGILZE£H 

1ized plant foods. 'fhey will also -----
continue Lhcir b ulk del i very and 
fe rtilizer service in ancl arotmcl 
the county. 

Th,:y pl.111 to ln:-;Lal l a !1\r­
tilizcr bag·gt: r t,o Ju rther n:ssi$t 
farmers in fertlli:2er 11andliJ1g. 
Murea liquid f eeds will remain 
a part of Plant Foocl Service .. / 
and they will opernte at the 
same location at 20!1 W. Rail- , 
road street in St. Johns . j 

I 

1 
-·· - 1 



Obituary 
Rosetta M. "Chi" Zeeb 

Rosetta M. "Chi'' Zeeb, 38, of DeWitt died Oct. 27, 
1986, in Lansing. 

Mrs. Zeeb was born Sepl. 25, 1948, in Lansing. She was 
executive secretary to the president of Hartman, Fahco 
Inc. She was president-dir ector of the Michigan Pocket 
n ;iiiards Associalion and she avidly promoted the sport 
that she loved. She was the captain of the '82 and '83 
Women's BCA All American 8-Ball National Champion­
ship. Also in 1986 "Chi" took seventh place in the BCA 
National individual tournament in Fort Worth, Texas. 
She was much loved and respected by her family and 
friends as demonstrated by the tremendous amount of 
support she received during her lengthy illness. She will 
be lovingly remembered for her courage. 

Suf-ving are one daughter, Nikki Zeeb; one son, Joey 
Zeeb; father, Gabriel Forcia of Hubbardston; mother, 
Beverly Decker of Evart; two brothers, Lyle Forcia of 
Grand Ledge and Jack Reynolds of Lake; three sisters, 
Debra Iangor of Barryton, and Donna Heinzelman and 
Laurie Zorjupoulos, both of Sears ; maternal grand­
mother, Dortha Quick o[ Grand Ledge; several aunts. 
uncles, nieces and nephews; and very near and dear 
friends. Barbara J.o Bell and Brian Zeeb. 

S<'rvices were held Oct. 30 at the DeWitt Community 
Church. Interment was in the Gunnisonville Cemetery. 

Contributions may be made to the American Cancer 
Society in memory of "Chi" Zeeb. 

Arrangements were IJy Gorslin-Runciman DeWitt 
Chapel. 



., 

''.Death Takes.Mrs. 
[ Ce1ia Zwergle At 
l Dau~hter's l'lome'. 
I . 

Word was received wduy by E . .F1.i 
Bol'on or t:;t. Johns, Ulat M.1-i;. Cella; 
zwe.rgle died . a.t Lhe home o! )1er . 
clnug ltL!:r, IV.(rs. M1u'jorlc l'urccll 111 
'I'olccto, 0., Wednesday evening. , 
1''uncml services.· will be held at lQ ~' 
o'cloclc Saturday morning µi SJ;. 

:John's church, .Ypsilim~i. ·, 
' Mrs. Zwer&le w11s the last or the ' 
!amily o! Mr. cwct Mrs· . .1<:u1ie110 l3rya, 1 
111oneer!i or Cllnto11 county. She wai; • 
n cousin of ¥r. BOL'Oll w1ci_ li'red Y11u- ' 
~t1♦-1,1->~!!t~'tt:st:1'1!x~':J:ttr.tt:.:iic.L, ............... __ 


