
) ) 
4 Monday, Janua7 22, 1996 Community DeWitt-Bath Review 

Munroe family makes trek from New York to De Witt 
Family 
eventually 
settles in 
Eagle 

ByHENCOIN 

the Grand River Valley 
and there the Munroes 
and-Hiram Parker each 
found what they had been 
looking for; the Munroe's 
in Clinton county and 
Parker in Ingham. 

Jesse was "captivated at 
firs t sight" with the mag­
nificent forests, reasoning 
that "land which supported 
such growth of trees would 

In the spring of 1836, raise anything (he) plant.­
Jesse and Harriett (Park- ed. There were the black 
er) Munroe, along with walnut, butternut, hickory, 
Harriett's brother, Hiram black cherry, bird's eye 
Parker, too_k a rather maple, curled maple, sugar 
unusual trip .which would maple, silver-leaf maple, 
later have a great impact beech, basswood, 
on the history of this sycamore, ironwood, white, 
region. black and bur oaks - many 

The Munroe's left their being three and four feet in 
five daughters and two diameter." 
sons at their farm on the Returning to New York 
Batavia Road· east of Buf- and d isposing of their farm 
falo, N.Y. and took a horse- there, Jesse and Harriett 
back ride of dynamic pro- Munroe prepared their 
portions. In search of a family for the tedious jour­
new home they rode west ney to their new home in 
through Ohio and on into the Michigan Territory. 
Indiana. Not finding any: Two hired men were sent 
thing to their mutual lik- ·overland to drive the stock 
ing they continued on into through Ohio and up to 
Illinois and further yet into Detroit while the family 
Wisconsin; still nothing. with one additional hired 
They purposely ,.avoided man traveled "up the 
the Michigan territory. lake", · from Buffalo to 
They had seen enough Detroit aboard the little 
"Michiganders" who had steamer "Robert Fulton". 
returned to New York, "Detroit was very disap­
"their sallow complexion pointing to the older mem­
and tales ... of shaking with hers of the family a very 
fever and ague." uninteresting town ... The 

The tra velers decided to buildings were low and 
conclude their wandering very unpretentious, right 
with "look through Michl- down in the mud, a small 
gan, the one state they had old French town." The lake · 
no idea of settling in when group and the overland 
they left home ... Much to 
their surprise, they found 
the state satisfactory." 
They continued north to 

group met there and pro­
ceed on through the fron­
tier. 

"The first day out of 
Detroit (they) went only 10 
miles. The road was simply 
terrible. There were places 
where there were half a 
dozen tracks where differ-
ent travelers had endeav­
ored to get around the deep 
mud holes, but each one 
seemed equally bad. The 
wagon wheels would sink 
below the hubs." 

By early October the 
Munroe party reached the 
Scott settlement at DeWitt. 
The Scott's "were prepared 
to take care of travelers, 
having a double log house 
provided with appetizing 
food." The log hotel men­
tioned here was located -in 
the middle of the block 
bounded by Main, Scott, 
Bridge and Washington 
streets. 

Harriett Munroe and 
her five daughters stayed 
on at Scott's for the next 
three weeks while Jesse 
and the men went on into 
Eagle to construct the fam­
ily's log house. The size of 
the Munroe cabin was so 
unusually large for its 
wilderness setting that a 
curious neighbor, who fol­
lowed the sound of the con­
struction through the 
dense forest, asked upon 
discovering it, "Are you 
intending to keep hotel?" 

At the end of October, 
Jesse returned to Scotts to 
collect his family and take 
them to their new home in 

Eagle township. "The rains 
had raised the Looking 
Glass River so that it could 
not be forded, we were all 
taken across the river in 
an Indian canoe. A pole 
was used instead of a pad­
dle." 

And so, the five Munroe 
girls, ages 3 to 18 years, 
left DeWitt, for the time 
being. But they'd be back. 
In the meantime they were 
off on an adventure in 
their new home where 
"each one found something 
interesting" and each left 
their mark on the history 
of mid Michigan. 

Note - the quotations 
used in this piece are all 
those of the Munroe 
women, several of whom 
later wrote of their pioneer 
experiences. In the next 

installment I'll expand on 
who these Munroe girls 
became and why they had 
so much to say about the 
history of this area. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt 
resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. His col­
umn appears every other 
week in this newspaper. 
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Coin continues story of De Witt's Munroe sisters 
By KEN COIN 

In the last installment, 
its autumn of 1836 a nd the 
Munroe s isters, their 
brothers and parents are 
leaving Scott's hotel at 
DeWitt and being ferried 
across th e Looking Glass 
River by Indian canoe in 
the last · s tretch of th eir 
journey to their new home 
in Eagle township. 

Marion, the eldest s is­
ter, became a teacher for 
the neighborh ood school. 
She was also recruited by 
her uncle, Hiram Parker to 
teach near Mason at a set­
tlement called Jefferson 
City, 

Her t ravels between 
Eagle and Mason took her 
on·a route along the Grand 
River, including the site 
wher e Lansing would later 
be established. A favorite 
resting spot for her was 
the high bluff on the north 
bank of the Grand and she 
often rested her horse 
there dreaming of someday 
having a lovely home high 
above the river. 

She married a Mason 
merchant, Jamee Turner 
in 1843. The couple lived 
at Mason until 1847 when 
the state capital was 
moved from Detroit to 
Lansing. They then moved 
to the new town of Lansing 
and built a small house 
(pictured here) on a site 
purchased several years 
earlier. Marion had plant­
ed trees on the site antici­
pating her eventual resi­
dence. It was, a ft.er all, 
only a fe w hundred yards 
south of the high bluff that 
she dreamed of years earli­
e r. 

James Turner pros­
pered oe o merchant and 
land agent in Lans ing and 
outlying comm uni ties. He 
became actively involved 

in many business enter~ 
prises including plank 
roods and railroads, In 
time, the Turner's pur­
chased Marion's bluff to 
the northwest of their 
hom e and later built an 
impressive brick home 
which still stands as the 
nucleus of the Turner­
Dodge mansion in North 
Lansin g. 

James Turner died in 
1869 at the young age of 
49, Marion continued to 
live in their home on the 
bluff for nearly 50 more 
years; saw its transforma~ 
tion in to the mansion we 
see today and died in 1912. 

Betsey, also an early 
school teacher in Clinton 
and Ingham Counties, was 
the first Munroe girl to be 
recruited to teach at the 
J efferson City settlement. 

In 1840, while teaching 
at the Waterloo settlement 
(Wacousta), she married a 
local miller, Parker Web­
ber. They moved to DeWitt 
in 1848 and purchased the 
Stowell h ome at the north­
east corner of Main and 
Franklin and converted it 
into a "Temperance Tav­
ern". Selling the tavern in 

1850 they purchased the 
DeWitt Grist Mill on 
Prairie Creek and also the 
former New Albany Store 
( 110 E. Webb Dr.) which 
was converted into their 
family home. Pa rker Web­
ber became DeWitt's 
miller, a position he kept 
about twenty year s until 
his death. 

Although she retained 
ownership of the DeWitt 
mill (even after it burned 
in 1902), Betsey moved 
about 1880 to Lan s ing 
where she remained until 
her death in 1912 . 

Harriett was also a 
teacher in Clinton and Ing­
ham counties. In 1849 she 
married J ohn W. Longyear, 
an attorney who had come 
to Mason from New York in 
1844 and had resettled in 

Lans ing when it became 
the capital. 

Longyeor was one of 
Lans ing's earliest and 
most successful lawyers. 
He wes elected to Congress 
in 1862 and reelected in 
1864. Following an 
appointment to the U . S . 
District Court in 1870, the 
Longyears moved to 

Detroit but following 
Judge Longyear 's unt imely 
death in 1875, Harriett 
returned to Lansing where 
she died in 1917. 

Ad/'lia married Daniel 
L. Case, an attorney and 
merchant who had estab­
lished himself at Lansing 
in 1847. Case became 
involved in politics by 

being elected to the State 
House of Representatives 
in 1850. In 1858 he was 
e lected to his first term as 
Michigan's Auditor Gener­
al. 

Throughout the Civil 
War h e was actively 
engaged in enlisting troops 
in the Lansing area. It is 

See Munroe, page 32 
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Constructed at Mason, but shipped to North Lansing where tt was assembled, the first 
home of James and Marion (Monroe) Turner, located near the corner of Turner and Clinton 
streets, is said to have been the first frame house in Lansing. Ca. 1910, Emery Hamilton, 
photographer. 

Monroe 
Continued from page 9 

also noteworthy that Case 
along with two of his fel­
low brothers-in-law, James 
Turner and John Longyear 
were the founders of the 
Michigan Female Institute 
(also known as Miss 
Roger's Institute), a 
woman's college. located 
where the School for the 
Blind now stands. 

Unlike her other sis­
ters, Adelia died relatively 
young in 1887 at the age of 
55. Her husband died in 
1898. 

Eliza, the youngest 
went to Lansing about 
1847 to live with her older 
sister Marion. She later 
married Dr. Charles Turn­
er, a younger of Marion's 
husband. 

Dr. Turner had estab­
lished his first practice in 

DeWitt in 1848. He also 
dabbled in politics, being 
el ected Clinton County 
Sheriff in 1850. He mar­
ried Eliza Munroe in 1855 
after his r eturn from a 
three year excursion to 
Panama and the California 
gold fields where, it was 
said, he made a sizeable 
fortune. 

Dr. Turner was involved 
in several d ifferent busi­
ness enterprises in Lans ­
ing (often in connection 
with other family mem­
bers). In 1876, in partner­
ship with his nephew 
Amos Turner, they con­
structed the "Union Block" 
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a series of five brick stores 
still standing in the 1200 
block of Turner Street in 
N. Lansing. 

About 1880 the Turners 
came to DeWitt where Dr. 
Turner resumed his med­
ical practice. 

In 1887 he retired and 
they returned to Lansing. 
Dr. Turner died there in 
1901 and Eliza, the last 
surviving Munroe girl, 
died in 1919. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's 
leading historian. His col­
umn appears twice month­
ly in the DeWitt-Bath 
Reuiew. 
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;'.At 0:80 o'clock ·lut evening,' Haol'1 
Glbbc, one of the oldeet and moat bl•)l• 
b' N!Spected. ploneen or the elty, dltd 
at ttie home of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Winans, 146 Larch street north. Al­
thourb Mr. Gibb• W88 82 years old, h e wu · enjoying exeeptloually iiood 
health and h1a life went 011t without 
tho •llshte1t autrerlng. He bad bad 
a aovem cold and remained In bed tor 
the put week. but ten the 11, 11:e mlll, 
utca befor& he died waa talklnr aa ball:; 
plly Al ·ever In hi& life . .. He was a. re-, 
mark• bly lntere■tlng and brl1ht old 
man, bavlq reta.lne4, bl■ mental tacul/ 
tles untll tbe end. He cnme to tb1-' 
city In 1847 -.#hen the capitol wu• 
moved from Detroit and hie memor)'· 
nev~r failed him In relating the early 
history and growth of the city. He 
Wll l a kind' bellrtcd, loyal friend and 
many tlmee when questioned nPon re­
·ualou, vie?"• be would replr, ~My re-· 
IJglon I• to do unto other& u otl:Jel'II do 
unto you." 1 

: 

, Mr,. Olbbil :waa elected t member or 
the 1chool board !row the fifth ward 
Ill 18.74, which_ oQlcir hc held until 1SSCS. 
'111 tbJ•. o!Bce. be. made many warm 
-{rletida amo111r the children ot the fl.fib' 
ward, especially, to whom he :,,u al­

.wn~ ,Ja?.OW!l ~ "Uncle Gibbs." Henry 
Oll,bs··-wu born In Stabbana, Vermont, 
AprU 18, U!l6, &lid whco HI yenra old 
moved with bis parent• to Monroe 
county; Ne.w York. wbere he worked 
with. bla f4tber as · n cnrpent~r. Ar.I 
ter llvJo;r-ln that state seven yen rs he jl 
IJ'.i<)ved to $agle, Mlcblgnn, and • cttlcd 
upon ·160 ·e:cres or wild lands. Tue rot-, 
lqwlpg ·_7f!jlr, 1839, be bull l tbe tlrat 
tt,une 11ehoolbouse In Clinton coonty. 

-Iii 1841 bo' wu mart·led to Miss A u::e­
llne NUee, who died In 1843. Too ro l­
' lowlng ·ienr be married Miss Bnrunn• . 
, tha '·W,bber, ·who died In J<'ebrunry, · 
189(1. · He· wru, !be father or two cbll-

1 .d~a;_.both.of whom died severnl :,cnra aa-o. · · He came to Laiislng In 1847 nod 
,began wo~k upon the old cnpltol bu ild­
Ing In .August, under Henry J ipson. H e 
bought the property and erected tho 
b,puse,· on · Washington avenue aout b, 
~bere L, -~ Hudson now reeldes. 10;. 
~ -, he·•moved to Watertown, where 
bi held offlcea u juatlcc ot the peace 
aud ''auperv1aor and returned to r...an:1 

-~ -,1~,,lfl'T3.., He WU a contractor , 
~ J.i!i'':ot;:!11• J.lfe •_nd WU CO!lnectll4I 
.-,.(ili bnllc!tng the Down17 House, state, 
o~.bloek; Plymouth Congreptlonal, 
.~ \'Pil!ll'.•. Eplacopal and Parle Stroot; 
~ .;eliu«wea.-'.the middle bulldlna· 
~ :tife·l(booi (or flie blind, and the olct 
.ll!lftl)~~- bo!,ldlng, He also auperfn-' 
,t~,tl!e-;litllldlng 'qt Central achool: 
il!Bi!dhll{.i- anc! , ID. ·J.!38$ the woodworki ,,~b at'r,iet llcbool. , · -I ,.JJe .lst~eunlved·;by one 8lster, Mrs., 
f<illey"~lih;Vlil '.'pt Onondaga. : 

•, D.ul'illg ' thQ laat ' year be bna_. speu~ 
.iuuc:b· ot-bla tlmo writing and a mong'. 
. tile ·'mauuac'rlpta . wb)cb were found 
•:Wad)'a,i. •ac'co,unt of bis ,life ·and n bl&­
toq ot :t1ie·- c1ty or Lansing, w hich lie 
deal red· "to oo; pu!;llsbed' Moy 18, the 
ISOtb'.aunlnrtarY of the stnklng,out ot 
.'tb,e ;"capftoL i" .A. ·Jetter ' was· •Jett tor 
·,l(__t"f'i'!· llll\l\B,i-~ho bad_ cared tor him 
mce· rs .. Glbba' death . . He ablo lett 

··tiiami tlo~· IU:, re,;ard,:to the 11rr11~­
iAAlif,1f tor iJiJ. . funeral! H~:deslred_ ·h 

-. i.tJe;';ltf',~h¼e•,or.,n. w. & Mn,-t#_ 
f . -~~C!If~_-t:;;: 
· ~, ~•f"etm;J · ... •J ._ Ji'._,, . 
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HISTORICAL MUSEUM·DISPiAYS 
DEWITT T.EMP~RANCE BANNER 

by Kenneth•Coin 

A new exhibit, I Am For. Michigan, opened 
Monday, January 26 at ·.the Michigan . Historical 
Museum, 208 N. Capitol, Lansing. This ex'hibit, part . 
of Michigan's 150th birthday celebration, covers the 
state's early years of settlement,· 1 ~20-1850'. 

Of special interest to· DeWitt residents is an 
antique " Temperance Banner" included in the 
display of early -Michigan artifacts. The banner, 
which dates from the late 1840's, is of light blue s ilk 
and has a handpainted central motif which reads: 
"DeWitt Union Daughters of Temperance, No. 18· 
Virtue, Love, Temperance". According to exhibit 
coordinator Barbara K. Hamblett, the Michigan 
Historical Museum, which has owned the banner for 
about one hundred years, recently spent a great deal 
of time and money into having the fragile artifact 
restored for display. · 

After the decision was made to include the 
banner --in this special sesquicentennial exhibit, 
Hamblett set out to learri more of the banner's 
history and that of the group for which it was made. 
No specific refe rence to the temperance group could 
be located in the standard history books of Clinton 
county nor have any of the group's own records 
seemed to have survived to the present, but a local 
historian was able to supply Hamblett with two 
excerpts from ·the correspondences of the Cook 
family, early settlers of the DeWitt area. The 
excerpts which follow have been reproduced and are 
now incJudt•cl in the display. 

FROM JOSEPH W, COOK TO HIS. BROTHER 
GEORGE H. COOK OF HEMLOCK LAKE, N ,Y.: 

" DeWitt,.Jan. 27, 1850 
...... .. there is such a Division of the Sons, Daughters 
and Cadetts here in DeWitt and such a time has 
never been known before since the flight of 
Mohamet or the Sacking of Prague." 

GEORGE RE~LIED: 
" Hemlock Lake, N.Y. , Feb. 17, 1850 

There is no Division of Sons or Daughters of 
Temperance here nor Ca detts but the re is a 
uniformed Miliary Company here that drills one 

,,12,ig/]! ev"~'Li,""'80',..., - .,,t~ " " """!i"'t' 'I! 111u~U" u aaJ::J 
_ _ , _ .. ·--· · - .,.,"'""",.,uwu n=t Y IW 

f)A.TELINE:. De Witt 
February 2, 1987 
Stories/Photos by Kitty Marriott . 
Phone 669-3385 l 

l 

I 
i 

The banner, which was probably originally 
carried at political rallies and 4th of July parades, 
was donated to the state in the 1880's by former 
DeWitt pioneer Betsey Webber, whose connection 
with the DeWitt Union Daughters of Temperance 
remains unknown. She and her husband Parker 
Webber, who had crime from Cazenovia, N. Y. to 
Clinton county, Michigan in 1839 as the mill~r for the 
Waterloo Joint-Stock Co. at Wacousta, came to 
DeWitt about 1848 and purchased the tavern [later 
called the "Boston House" ] located at the northeast 
corner of Franklin and· Main streets. Most DeWitt 
residents will remember this old inn as the former 
offices of Dr. · Frederick C. Smith which was torn 
down in 1975. 

The Webber's tavern is thought to have been a • 
" temperance house", as it is not listed among the 
liquor licenses granted by DeWitt township during 
that early period. This long standing belief may now 
be supported by the association of this anti-liquor 
banner with the Webber family. By 1850 the 
Webbers had sold the ir tavern to William Hewitt and 
purcha~ed the DeWitt gristmill and the New 
Albany store 'from the George T. Clark estate. This 
mill was located .on the current Orla McGuire 
property .it the corner of Locust and Dill. The New . 
Albany store, currently the home of Lynne Edine at 
11!) E. Webb, was converted by the Webbers into 
their own residence which they inhabited for nearly 
three decades. 
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Jn Memory o f 

Leonard B. Wellington 

Dn.t.e of Blrlh 

June 18, 1!!01 

On.to o r D,,:1Lh 

March 27, 1%6 

Services 

VIN CENT - HUMMT'.:LL 
FUNERAL HOME 

Tuesday, March 20, J.%6 
2 : 0{1 p. rn. 

Clergyma.n 

Rev. W. Ern,:st Combcl!ack 
DeWitt Methodis t Church 

Tn lcrrnont 

De Witt Cemetery 

T-Tonontry He n n •r~ 

Harry B ollinger Robert Vaughn 
P (•\VP.V T:1rovoni R :1y1nond D:'lv if~ 

.Uc11rer:1 

Robert Ba lderson 
Kenneth DeVoe 
Russell Nelson 

Robert Harmon 
Cfcil Morrow 
J. J. Richards 
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WELLMAN, LOIS L. ·· \ 

2700 Burcham Dr. 

East Lansing 
I\ -, 

Mrs. Wellman, age 75; i 
died Jan . . 15, 1980. She was 
a Ii fe long resident of 
Lansing. She was a vmy 
active membt::r of Peo­
ple's Church. She was a 
very active volunteer at 
St. Lawrence Hospital 
Mental Health Center, 
Operation Stork; East 
Lansing Older People's 
Program: Meals on 
Wheels through E.W. 
Sparrow Hospira! and Na• 
tional Health Convales­
cem Center. She was Ex­
ecutive Secretary for the 
Michigan Parole Boa rd 
for 44 years, retiring in 
1973. Surviving are : 2 sis-

, ters, Mrs. Chester (Fer­
ro!) Worthington of Rock 
Hill, S.C., and Mrs. Rhue! 
(Jane) Culver of Lansing 
and many nieces and 
nephews. Religious ser­
vices will be conducted at 
l p.m. Sat.. in the Estes­
Leadley Greater Lansing 
Chapel, with Rev. Dr. Ju­
lius Fischbach, Associate 
Pasto r of People 's 
Church officiating. Inter­
ment in Mt. Hope Ceme­
tery. Contributions mily 
be made to the Michigan 
Heart Assoc., or to the 
American Cancer Soci­
ety. Pallbearers will be, 
Donald Thurston, Leon­
ard McConnell, Gordo,1 
Fuller, Dean Sweet, Rob- · 
ert Scott, Howard Gross­
man. 
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ile Witt Churcn 0cene 
91 Weber-Vincent Vows 

MR,. AND l\ffiS. EUGENE C. VINCENT 

The fir~t snow of the .,P.a.son ac- The ·bride's gown was of white 
cented the double ring ceremapy satin fa.s)1loned with a long fitted 
that united• Cynthia M. Weber· and bodice and mandarin collar com­
Eugene C. Vincent F riday after- plimented with seed pearls. The 
noon, Nov. 4, at the Community full flowing skirt extended into a 
church in DeWitt. Rev. Laverne train and her fingert ip length veil 
Bretz officiated. was held by a satin headdress. She 

The bride was given in marriage carried a cascade bouquet of white 
by Robert Olds, of Lansing, and and pink roses with streamers of 

tiny chrysanthemums. 
is the daughter of Mrs. William H. The mat.ran of honor wore a 
Ray, of Englewood, Calif., and F . royal blue velvet gown with draped 
S: Weber, of near DeWitt. The skirt and trimmed with white fur. 
bridegroom is the son of Mr. and Her headpiece was matching. She 
Mrs, Jerome B. Vincent, of DeWitt. carried a cascade bouquet of white 

Attending the bride was Mrs. and pink carnations. 
Phillip Vincent, as matron of Assisting at the reception held _in 
honor. Phillip :a. Vincent, brother the basement of the church fol­
of the hridegroom, served as lowing the ceremony were Mrs. 
groomsman, and Louis Lankford Robert Olds, ·Mrs: Weston Knaup, 
and Donald Seyfried were ushers. Mrs. Donald Pope, Mrs. Donald Rice, 

Mrs. Henry A. Richard,; was or- Mrs. Ronald Heibeck; Miss Dorothy 
ganist and Dr. Manning Bross, of Hill, and Miss joanne Pike. 
St. J ohns, accompanied by Mrs. Th~ newlyweds are honeymooning 
Bross, was the vocalist. Musical se- at "Vincehaven" on Glen Lake for 
lections were "Through t he Years," two months, after which they will 
the Greig composition, "!ch Leibe · return to their studies at Michigan 
Dich," and "The Lord's Praye.r." State Colleg~. 
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Celebrating 150 years _ ! 
Clinton County Sesquicentennial I 
ParJ-two;'ofthe Hewitt family.saga l 
· Eclito~( N~te: The (oUo~ing )ii,tory, ~f the moving into th!! household of her late sister, Fanny tcofe;. we.~Jthy l~d owner in Ess~ Township). .Simeon purchased his p~erit'~ old homes~ad in 1 

Hewitt fai,i'(yo(Cli~_(on Corpatywcu writt!;n by Rouse. . w 8:I1 s wi e w~s e form:r ;Ruth_B1ssell (his sec- DeWi~ ~ownsh!P- In the l~te 1850's, he bought a~ 
ClintonCountyHuto,:ic.<ilS<ieiitymemb. et ~n .. . ; In the early 1860's Eliza moved her f~ly to ond wifetb! her siS1er), ~~ 1t 1s believed tha~ there sawnµll m DeWitt which he then operated until thej 
Coin. ,Due (oJhe le~gth of_the""iitficle,.i_t .hf,, Maple .Rapid~ and was mB.r!!ed tJ:iere on _Nov. ?4, Vas pro a Ya C?nne_ction bet;,"_een the wives of outbreak of the _Civil_ War. '- ~ J, 
been divided into two part,. P.art om; pub- 1864, ~ DaVJd Goss. She resided m Maple ~p1ds anS~oy !l-Jld Julia Bissell H:witt. . In 1861, he enlisted m the regiment ki)own as the~ 
luhed in the Clinton C~rµJty Newt! t>n April 11, fo_r many years, ev~ntually owning the home !)fher Juha died shortly after ~eir mamage ~d on "~cers~ and sen:ed until his discharge_. ~ 
dealt ."iDith-the family ' founden,_, Isaac and , Y?unger brother, Simeon, following his death. She tg. t;; 18:0j Edmund mamed Mary A: Collins (a S'!11eon w'~ married a second time,.June 

2
, 
1864

,j 
Phebe Hew~ and histo~ of their children, • di~ at the home of her granddaughter, Mrs. Af thr O ili~~ and Marg~~t Collins?). a~ Linden, Mich., -to Hannah (Hyatt) Hewitt, the• 
William;. Lyman, Deborah;· qnd Fanny. Part • Eugene Brya in Olive Township. · . ~ ou_ re_ of ~he_ CIVll War, Edmund widow of the eldest brotperWilliam. He moved toj 
two, in this week_'• CCN, chronicles.the h~to- Eliza is re.co:<Ied as having· eight chil~en, but e:stet:n Ct E, 311d Michig~ Caya!?, and s9:w Maple Rapids_ where he opened a furJJiture store in~ 
~• of the Hewitt.'11:emaining children, Eliza, many o~these died young and only two SurVJved her f

86
~n roug out t e war until his discharge m 1869. To this business he added an undertakin t 

Abraham,· Edmund, Simeon, and luther. at the time of her death on July 27, 1906. She was Afte d h . establishment both of which he continued to th g ·: 
· ' · · also the last surviving child .of Isaac and Phebe d rw~ sd, e ret~ed to his farm at DeWitt time of his i:le~th ·He sustaine•d. a 

5 
b tanti 

11 
e;. 

Eliza Hewitt was born in Aug., 1824. Her first 
marriage was to George 0. Wells of DeWitt on Dec. 
16, 1841. . 

De Witt in the 18,40's became somewhat renowned 
for its large concentration of shoemakers and 
George Wells was among the earliest. The location 
of his shop(s) has not been_pinpointed but early let­
ters from the period mention him as working for a 
time with master bootmaker Andrew J. Bement 
(progenator of the St. Johns Bements) at his shop on 
E11st Main Street, and also for Nelson Alport in "the 
hole," a large factory which operated out of the cellar 
of the Clinton House hotel. 

George and Eliza were also the county jailers for a 
time, living at the county jailhouse on East 
Washington Street. This was probably more of a job 
for Eliza than for G'eorge. During these early years 
the main function of ajailor was to feed and possibly 
launder for the prisoners whose cells were located in 
the basement of the jailhouse. 

_George died at age 38, on March 6, 1855, and 
Eliza remained in DeWitt several years, eventually 

H ·tt. an remame on section 17 the remaind f h · . · u s a oss ~ 
ewi life. Edmund died on Aug 2i 1905 and M eq is from the aevastating Maple Rapids fire of 1885, but~ 
Abraham ("Abel") Hewitt was born aboutl826 

and was married in DeWitt on Jan. 1, 1849, to Jane 
E: Gunderman. 

His death in the early 1850's cuts short his pion­
eer history in the county. 

Jane, in 1854, married widower Jonathan Pear­
sall, an organizer and early driving force of the 
DeWitt Baptist Church. _The _Pearsall homestead 
included a large tra~t oflarid south of DeWitt along 
the east side of "Turner's Road." 

After Jonathan's death in 1868, Jane remained in 
the DeWitt area, and, although no record of her 
death has been located, she remained an active 
member of the Baptist church until the 1870's. 

Abel and Jane had two sons, Edward and George, 
both of whom remained in the DeWitt area. 

Edmund Hewitt was born Dec. 15, 1828, and 
was married in DeWitt on Dec. 17, 1852, to Julia 
Bissell. 

Just prior to his marriage, Edmund lived with the 
family ofRowland S. VanScoy (VanScoy would later 

viving him for several ye~s died D~c 2 (lary920•,S)urt-· · hi~roug~ persistance, was able to eventually rebuild ~ 
·Ro h · ' · • · , a s busmess • 

c ester, Mich., where she had lived for several Soon after his removal to Ma I R "ds h • • d ~ 
years. p e ap1 e Jome , 

Only two children survived Edmund and M th: ~ethodist. Episcopal church and was on the~ 
John, and Margaret (Mrs. Charles Griffey) ary, bwl_dmg committee for ~e structure built in 1868. :: 

Simeon Hewitt was born in June ofl83l: and Besides a _str~ng devotion to hjs church,_ he held~ 
was married on April 10 1855 to s h J w memberships m the Maple Rapids Masonic Lodge , 
at DeWitt. She is thought to ha~e be!! da~gh:.eo~ ~eitf thed Eastechrn. Star, Grand Army of th~:; 
Lyman and Betsey Warren (Lyman was an earl Ordepu ic, an . was a artermemberoftheAncient:, 
master carpenter at DeWitt). • Y . ~r of U!llted "".orkmen: . :. 
. Both Simeon and Sarah joined the DeWitt Bap-

10 
S~~~~n dieq at his home m Maple Rapids, April:-; 

tist Church shortly before their marriage. They i, h · • . ~ 
remained active members only a short time and Ph bt er ~ewi_tt, the youngest child of Isaac and ;: 
were "erased» from the ·membership rolls in 1858 e e H_ewitt, died at the )'.Oung age of22 years, on .• 

Sarah's fate remains unclear. In 1860 h • · May 28, 1_855, and was buned beside his parents in:: 
1sted on the federal census as living in the house- · ;: I. ' s e IS the DeWitt cemetery r 
hold of Lyman and Betsey Warren, and in June of Note: A special thanks to VirginiaJ. Watter-:: 
that year she ~as received back into the church son of Carland, Calif., (a great-great-::-..:_ 
where she remained on the membership rolls as late granddaughter of William and Hannah Hew--~ 
as 1870. ~tt) for •~bmitting m~h of this genealogical: 

Shortly after the death of his mother in 1854, 
information to the Clinton County Historical• 
Society Archives. :: 
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C-1·· ·· · .-t ·• -- ·c · - -·· 't · - ·-·s· -\ •- ·. ; -_ ·· '_ · -· · · , · ___ _ ·' .. : .. : u1tor1); · ·Q;411:.,y}: ~~q'.µ:.1.:q.e11t~J1n1al 
'14~Wi'it~": ) j ~ ·? \• 'rd1l.e;l1iW:i{D;~Nv-:iit::o:M~(; · 1 e' '. R·a· ''' i as ,,',, ' ' ' ' ' ' , ' " '· ' p ' ,.l/;, ' ' ''" '' "·' ,. ,;,,,,, ' " ' " ' ; ' ' ; ,. ' ' 'p ., " ,' P. ' ' ,· ' I 

~)1it_e.~;;~'rie,fol~i, ~{to~ o;~L ~~,:;1~;ib}e1de:~~~~~1l:~~~;1J _:. ~ ~---,ri'Ja_,~uri:'.~ '~cross .i _.#,,/ .. ,J. .. ·. """''" that i..: _. . ' : ; ,,,( j 
, ·neµ,i#f~iof CUnton Corintywiu writteti_ 'by_\ ~Wilµle Lli,tp.er; the_ ~uiigest, w~J ~ere la<J of~~/. "fir~ home, they 11,10\'.ed,a_lo_g_cabin frotp.' Judge I>et,, . . · · Lyriian and Harri_e~ }lad only one kriowri cliild; 

.'Cl'f'_t~iifqll!lty l!itio,:ical SO(!iety mhnli~rKen···: :· atxili.t'. tw,;_years: · .-,, · - ., .:· ':"' ": . :'' . :· . '·' . ~t's farm· to . a _Io~tion ~~ar th~; da¢ -~te .. _- . · Milo H. Hewitt who served in C~mpany A of the~~~ . 

. Couat' Due 'to IM length 'of _the article, U 1uia ls!IB-C was one of the founders 9f the DeVV1tt Bap- .. . Soon after, W:1lliam opened a meri::~antile ~tore at Michigan Infantry dw;ing the Civil War, arid law 
,.1,een dirnded lnio two part,. Part one thu week , , tist Church which was organized i,111840: He died ii) . :the si~. apd,~g!Ul°finalizi,gg: ~ P½mM~!t.q~ fut,ure _ moved to eastern Michigan. · · '· -- '· 
· "'.'deab with · 1M family fqunders, I,aac and ," DeWitt on March 28;·1846,-an~Js ~liev.~ .tl.l,~ f.e , : ~agii .. ~~ pqt~ ~e' ~ite,:he ~~ construe- • . . · • · • . _ _ _· ·· · · ,.:n~ " 
. Phebe Hewitt, with hi,toria of their children., . : been· buried in DeWitt cemetery as was"bis ·wi!low tion of.a -~otel and m 1854, he :succ;eeded EdwarJl Deborah Hewitt W._!18 born about1818;·and :on 
:W.illiam, ~ Deborah; and Fanny • . Part ·_ wen _she die_d ol} O~t,-~ ;_,1~ •. ;\y: -_ ·.: ;~ •; .. ·, ,'.Perrin :¥ ) os;tnf1Ster. : , t -. -,, j ;-: . . >{ .. . , -~8,11. l,_ 183_9, w~s marneg ~ Jo~ C. Warren. F~.:'i · ! 
two, .in mn..uieek'• CCN. chronicle, thlf hiato- ::. , • .The following are individual.accliunts of each ot- · -There "'.ere many people who undoubtedly contri- tim,e_ th~ ~ved lil the DeWitt.~ but no con~~­
-~, ~f th!.fiit»ui;,.rem<dn.inf. i:hil4re,i.•E_1iza.•··, -'.th~· rune c°i!il~. ?--~;- · . . I'S :f·;i:' -•_·_ •;i ~-:;,,-. ,:. c . ·buteJl to :the fpu~iling a.n,d.i1?-l?~-gro~ of MaJ?le·, · ,reco~;,pl\llt ;l.840,,have _piie~;i;!~CB;ted1 r~~g 
Ab~n,;-~~ Si1nl!Qn, :#lad Luther_: '·;· ,<}:;, William:A::lle~tt was borri,on Nov. 26, '1811;.' ·- Rapid!!, buttllevillageowesAs fo11ntlingto th~Vl~- , :~~- :, ' . . ' ,, ' \ , _.;., ,:,· ,; ' :'• : . J> . •-.V.~:1. 
)~. ,., ·':. '•'. ·t,:-·,, ,;:, ,,. ., . ? •:~.;. . : ,; ·.,: ,,: :' andw~marrledini830 toHannaliHyatt,aiiative )•'-: ionr~~-industry of_'Wil)iam Hewif:t-:.;,5 : )'. ' ;'j );"<~~federal ~s~s ?flaAA h!ts a Debprph_"\Y~-
. Reseai:~g ~i)y and locaJ histor>: ~n ~~ . · of Orange County,_ New. York_. _born on Marcil_ 15! · , ·· WiJ!iam ·and, J!anriah had five chiJdren: ~ose~h _ !!er, · ~e 33 with ~ e~ht-y~-old boy, Hirain~v~ 

ala ':11.any interesting ~~~d~~ l,>etw.i!~i:i :1813. ,·.•··\·'·~[ ,:'.',/i;i'.· ;'-,~ _.'. ;(t ,:""',·• -.;_;--;.;._•.·_ ';, __ ._ (me,m_«:,4-~IU}.~,:ii:ubb,e!,l_~~ha.d. fu.e~.1~.~n), . ~g_with -~el Hewitt,~ -Q~W~~-12.'!,t th~ s~_e.~n~ , , 
f'atp1lies ,_,an,_d_:1~mmJ!Il!ti~;: DeWitt ;,aml. ~M~ple • ·. ; .: }ram his'initial purchase.of 40 ~s'of govern- . Zachanah ,.(ip~~ _.A;~~ca '. -~~yt, an!i h:{!-<i ~o . ~s _also lists a ,Deb~riih ey~en, . ~ 34,,liv.mg . , :' 
!laeids sh/Ire.many .~ch_ties; m9st o!which C!IP,,be - inent land, Vfilliain would everi~Y. become one of chil~n); ~~me.(m9n1~ ~arlir!_'V:, !l~:w11-); Isa,ac wi_tli,~ ~; O . • ~d ~~ ~H~"'.'1~nr euf at -~ ~ ~ · ', 
tr\~ tp !lie r.ery l>eginnings of th~_villag~9{_Ma~le . the most r,rosperous men of tlie.counfy. Aside,from (m!U'Oed, ~~I~ <J. L_ans~ anf~~q ~Q :~~~). - ,F,anny .H~witt w~ ~Q1:11 oit ,7:ajy 1~. 1$~0. $,lie, . .. 

- Rapids m the early 1850's - to ~e He~tt f&11;1ly , , hidarm,iiig,he.was among the,finit'foutJUstiees of 8!1-d R~fu~· ~epry (mam~~ ,Jen~ll. ~~th,l!P-4 had along ~th her father, W!'-8 a ,fowioer qf the DeW,i~ 
·. whose t~ts. g~ back-~v~n further m~,th~ ~test ·: the:p~erorpeWittTo~~hip, be~~ected tQ the . two ~life~)... .. · ; _ . , <. _ ,.. -. _Bapti$tCqu~ in 1840. She was th:~ ~t!l'ew~~'..'­
., Y~ Pf·C.~!,on ~111!-o/:.. · . · • ., , .. -, . . < · ' ,office in•the· first ,to'jVI!,slup,election m 1~7., He . William die_d at a YOtm,g_ age _on F~'b.J.2, 186~. ·bep~cep~ into the churchJ9po,wmg its fo~al 

· _. ·,~1~5,Uie~efamilyoflsaacandPh~H;~w-- retained.the officeJfor:several. decades, both in Hannah!,eD!~~-atMa~l~~p1d~.and_.0!1,.,!,Ul)e2, _organization. . , . · . ··:,' :; . _ . 
1tt Cllll\.~ '!~~,op~ of Stewi:.n Cpunty/ N;ew: York. DeWitt and later at Maple Rapids: He also studied 1~64, _was ~8ITled to, Willi1µ11 U911Pgei;-brother, On_ Feb. 21, 1841, ~e w~ marqed to willfam 
~ CO!Illllg."up the -lake ~ -?etro1t, tj>.er con-. law_µnder pioneer attorney Joab Baker . •.. : · S~e_on Heyntt. ~h! di~ on ~ov. 2, is~s.. and was Rouse at DeWitt, ~h~re th~Y. co~tinu~ t.o reside. 
tinued on fO!)t and by ~ team, inland to Oakland . In 1850, William purchased the "Boston House ~ buned beS1de William in the Sowle cemetery. They became the parents of a large fllllllly of atleast 
Pounty. . , · . . . - . · . · . _ · a small hotel on the no~east corner of Main an:'d. Lym~ J; Hew!tt was born .abo}ltl8151: and w~ - . eight chitdren. All of these becaii;ie otj,h~ed follow-· 

f!t• Here ~e :wi>~~ ~am~ while the-men .went Frariklip Sttee~ iri DeWitt. This Greek revival style mamed on Feb. 4, 1841, ~ ~~et W~ ~e ing the untimely deaths' of th_ei,r Part!nts: Faruiy•on 
et: lllto '.the Vli)demess in search of favorable_ structure had been built in 1843 as the private resi- was born al>ouq820, and 1s beli~eq tp._liave been a Nov. 20, 18S9,' and William 'on'' April 12 1860 . 

_ . _fo~-!".hi~ :to s~ttle,.Along ~e Pontiac-G~d . .~ence of Judge, Hiram Sto~eU (the cowity's first · si5t:ir to Riley J .. 8;Ild Ad~!(>~~. W~~ • .early__ / These ~hane~ cbpdren, w~e l?Dked ~ ~l 
RiverTJ:ail! ~eycamethrough tq~ l!lllall settl_ei:ne~t Judge of probate), and following the Judge's death; cabmet m;kers ancl later merchants of S_t. :Johns_ Fanny's B1ster, Eliza,• who ·mov~d lllto th!J •~fi8e 
ofCa_pt;;.PavidScott_on the Look_ing Glass River m •had.been converted into a hotel by Parker Webber, arid DeWitt respectively. '·:.; . . . _ i'. . -:('•. · . .. , : - household with her_ own· children. Sonie of·the 

· ~WJtt. Apparently impressed with thelands_al,iout the foI111er miller for the WaterlO(! Join~ Stock Co., , -Lyman·owned ari SO-acre tract ofland:_in section; · orphans were b,iown to_have. been sent at tupes to 
~e ~ettlemen~Isaacpurch~d!1earby.landinsec- at· Wacousta, - . . - 31' of DeWitt To~ship as ejlrly as_l839; but was Maple Rapid~ to-stay with family'members there. -

, , 9Q!;l .~ 7 ~d his eldest son, William, purchased 40 William did a good business 'with his hotel and -himself a carpenter by trade, The earliest mention The known Rouse childreri-.include: Eliza_Jane 
"
1
a~ es ?!' gove'ryl~ent land in .section eigh~ · other'business interests, especially catering to the of bis occupation comes from the DeWitt Township . . !married a Nariicon), --Williain Heruy (m&i,ie4 ~ -

Dunng_ ~e wmU:r of l 835-31i, th! ~ewitt 1!1en ~ofessional tr~de who required,lodging 4uring the minute books of 1842, where it is recorded that he Helen Dunham), Caroline, He!~~ and Ellen (t_Wlll.. s); 
began ~leanng thell' lands and bwlding cabins. peak ~easons when DeWitt swelled with pebple was hire4 to build~ public animal P?und inthe 'vii- Albert, Hattie (married G.W. Rand~ll), and_ M.~ _ 
They so_o!1 returned-ui Oakl8!1d Count>: 8;11d broug?t attending couno/ court or other county business: lage for the containment of s';8y livestock. Upo!1 Jane. - . .. - · • -
the ~aiting women and children to JOm them in Bu~ William apparently had his sights set higher. inspection, it was noted to be completed as speci- _ '-.I' 
DeWitt. - ·· , . · HelocatedanareainEssexTownshipwhichhefelt fied with good padlock and hasp.~ Note:AspecialthankstoVirginiaJ. Watter-

. Isaac_ and Phebe Hewitt are kn?wn to have had offered great advantages for a town. He purchased · By 1850, Lyman had. moved his family to DeWitt 10n . of Carland, (!a_lif., (a great-great• 
nme childr~n who grew to matunty. Of these, all the land from Solomon Moss, and on Feb. 20; 1852, village where he ·opened a carpenter's shop on the ~daught_er_of William and Han.nah Hew-
were born m Prattsburg, Steuben County, New after selling his·interests in DeWitt, he moved his south side of the river. Here the reconl"of.Lyman 1tt) for submitting much of this genealogical 
York, and all came with the parents to Clinton family to the site ·on the Maple River at the rapids. vanishes. He died during the latter half of the information to the Clinton County Historical 
County during that winter. At the time of the move, He and his four sons began at once to construct a , 1850's, for by 1860, Harriet was married to Daniel Society Archives. · 
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Mary A<lell Palmer wo s born in P11lm)-ra,- N. 
Y .. in the year 184S. wheo 7 year~ of ago sb e ro­
movecl with her pareuts to Michigan, near St . 
.Tohns, Clinton County, whero ~ho res ided nnt.il 
the year 18i l. when ~he wu~ married t.o Alfrerl 
Welton. of Riley. Two childrMn were born to 
t.hom. Frod We iton , o f Cry~t.111. Michignu and 
Willio Welton. of Carsou City. tiho h11s ro-
5idod near Cryslal for several yoa rs until tbt> 
last six weeks of her life which was spent nt 
the home o f her youngest f on. Will ie. where 
she passed away Juoe 3, d the age of 57 year s, 
9 roontus . She bas been a great so!J'.erer for a 
year aud one-half fro m dr .. psy. All was done 
that loving hands could do for her comfort.. J u 
the year 1896 ~he was united wi th the U. B. 
church o f which she has been a faithfnl ·mem­
ber. :;be is snn-is-ed b:, a sorrowing husbaa<l 
two sons. two s is ters and two brotb..rs, Nalsou 
and Frances Palmer, of St. Johns, Mrs Jolin 
Hug~et.t.. o f Alma, and Mrs. George Yallup, 
of St. Jobes, besides or,ber relatives 11nri a hos t 
of sympathizi ng friends. The funeral service~ 
were held a t the Spencer church at Crystal at 
11 o ' clock ,June 5, and the remains were laid to 
rest in the Spencer cemetery. 
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5lt1. and irtis. !R.us/1 fPaikei 

lequesl the honoul of youl plesence 

al tf1e n1aniaqe o/ tf1eil dauqf1te'Z 

Loii ,.__,'l lic/1ef/e 

to 

~1·/ l. !Robe ii Weft on 

011 Satuiday, tf1e sixt/i of Oc1obei 

Jlineleen fiundie d and swenly-11ine 

al six-tf1i'lly in tf1e weninq 

_fl1/Wi11 Co1nn1u 111ty Cfwic/1 
505 (Webb !Road 

g)eq,Vi/1, :Jftchiqan 

!R.ecepl,ori al eig/2 I o'clock 

..Lansing Civic Cenlel 

':Ie11ace SR.001,i 
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~ Miss Westmoreland Is 
9 

'\ 

Married On April 13th',;;- ,I 
Miss Bonnie Dnwn Westmoreland, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
We.sunoreluncl of Lhls city, bccume 
the bride or Alfred A. Wlckert1U/11, 
AMM 2-c, :;on ot Mr. and Mm. Adam 
Wicl,ertrn.m of Lan.sing, on Prid11.y 
afternoon, April 13. Rev. Earl P . 
Collins offici«ted in thc double ring 
c;eremony at his home in Omnd 
Rapids at :i o'c;lock. 

'I'l1c bnctc was a~trnctlvely attir.,d 
in a street-lc11r,:th ])roptlter blue 
dress with navy accessories. Her 
cor;;uge was reel ro,;es and swt:et 

! pea.-; and she wore a SLrancl of. pearu;, 
j a 1;:ift of the groom. 
I Mr. an~ ,.Mf!V:Vi,m . Harper of 
1 pru_nd Huplds, ,~te.i· , nn.d brot~~r-

in-law or the groom. were tl,e only !1 
atLendauts. Al ter the ceremony ,~ , · 
wcdctinl> dlnncr wu.s hclcl at lh'.! I 
Morton Ho,d in Grund Il.upkh. 

Mr:;. Wickerham wa;; graduated 
from the Rodney B. Wll.s0n high 
.school with the clu.ss or Hl4!:! und 
h11s been employed at Monltigue & 
Son for the 1mst two years. 

Alfred enlL~tect in the Navy in . 
PdJ1·uiuy, lll42, o.nd just retun1cd j 
utter 20 months Jn the SOLlth Pa-• 1 
ciUc. He will report to Chicugo,. 
lll., on May ti for !our montll.s ,1d- · 
vancccl training- in avit1.t1on engine:;., 

The newlyweds left fo1· a short 1 

trip Ltirouglt centrnl llli1l0i5, In­
dlimu, und Ohlo. ; 
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DEWITT Alt'I'IST-Joe Wheat, self-taught DeWitt artist, ls shown with two of his mt>st re- · 
cent palntings, a wa ter color of U.S. Seu. Robert Kennedy n11tl an oil of tl1e late Prcsltlcnt 
Kennedy. (State Journal Photo) 

Self~M-ad·e Artist; 
Prefers Portraits 

Uy FAYE HANSON never 1,~J the lime nor money 
Slate Journal Special Writer to pursue his interest. Born in' 

, DEWiTT - Joe Wheat, who Gleason, Tenn. , he was one of : 
, feels his talent with the 1Jrush the younger mcn1bcrs in a fum-
; i:, God-given, ls fas t bec::oming ily of nine children. His faU1er · 
1 recognized as a portrait artist. died when htl was eight and 
• But to use U1is ability, Wheat, Wheat went to work \Il the fields, 
• :m, has had to overcome a con- picking cotton and di)lging po• 1 

stc1nt series of obstc1cles. De- tatoes lo help his motlier make 

1 spite the h:11·l'i,e rs , lie has spe11t a living. He worked hcliin<l a . 
. • ill In~. fr1•11 l11uo nl lt1ri i·nM•I :;uda cuu11iel' lu put lil111sclf 

a~ 1cl ~is __ 1:1le~t ~fl_or~s./1.re ,an through l1igh school and then . 
01l pa111ln11, of Lhc l.1tc l 1 cs1<lcnt spent two years in uie Army 

I l~cnn;cly an~ a water c::olor of as a military polic·cman. 
· Sen. hobcrt I\.Cllncdy. Whenever he ha<l a c:hanc:e, ! 
. LACKEO TIM£, J\IONEY Wheat ~,icked 11p his brush ancl I 

Wheat has alwuys been in- painted, teaching himself as he " 
tercstecl ln iirt, but as a child wc1rlcecl. Jlis only training was r. 

a comlllercial «rt cour~c in l95·f. 
Uc said his talent is God-given , 
and lie will u~c it to the best ~ 
of his ahillty. r 
ILLNESS HIT Hll\I 

Then :l.11 l.!159-60 1rouble hit c 
again anti he spent 11 months f 
in bed becaw,o of rheumatic 1 

fcvci-. While convalescing he r 
SPt\lll many hours painting. ; 

\VJ1e11t docs ~lHUC ti('l.: IICS 1111d ( 
n murals, but lie pl'cfers por. 
n trails. Other well known per- 1 
. s~ns hl; has pai11ted m·c former r 
y Cov. (,. Mc1111c11 W1lltan1s am! 
y the Rev. Wi lliam Koenigslcnechl 
r of SL The rese Church. Wheal 
1 also uid a . full length painting 
. or SI. Therese for- the Women's 
1 Cui Id of Lhe chu1·d1. 
, l\fornecl ,111cl the father of five 
! c:hildre11, Wheat lives at li05 
· llin:hwood .Si., DeWitt. During 

tlte week lie is a painter Ior 
a local sign company, 
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Obituary. 1 
Alhcrl Whitaker was born in Ply­

mouth. Wayne Co., Mich., August JS, 
1$-1:!. At lhc age ol' 10 years he accom­
panied his parents to Riley township, 
<.'linron county. He was married to I 
l\liss Alida VanFleet, November 1st, 
I S7 I. 

Ill' i:s lh•• las l of a family o( nine 
c·hildn ·,i. I I<' is s11 n·i\·c,I l.Jy i1 is widow, / 
one' ,lani-;'ht,'r, Mrs. Bert llrin l,erhorr, 
ot' Pewill a11CI two grandchildre n. 

I le had h L·ld ,·arious town offices and 
was held in h:gh esteem whf!re Yer 
known. II <) was a charter member of 
1 lw l. 0. 0. I•' .. a member of the l?. an(l 
A . :If. , and of the D. of R. and a mem- : 
ber ot' the Clinton county pioneer so· · 
c ietr. Afte r many months of poor t 
health h e quietly and peacefully pass-1 
t'd a ,,·ay .on the farm where he had re­
siued o,·er sixty years, \V ednesdar, ll 
.Tune 1 G, 1815.. The funeral was h eld ~ 
at the late home, Friday. The atten• 1 
, l~}nce was large. The casket was co,·- ! 
t>r cd :rn<I surronnded with beautiful 
no,\·crs . Hev. F. K Aldinger of Lan­
::;in~ officiated. Interment was made I 
in Dewitt ce rnelery. 

Those fr om away who attended the 
funeral were Mrs. Grant or Lansing, 1 

Mr. and Mrs. August Kantz, Mrs. Dora 
K napp of Lansing, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
,·ought of Alma: 0. P . DeWitt and l\Irs. 
Ada P incomb or St. Johns. 

The really good self-made ruan 
knows he's got a lot of work still to 
do, no matter how complete the job 
looks to others. Ii 
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APRI L 3, 1924 

Funeral Services 
For South Olive 

Resident Sunday 
South Ollv---Oeorsc White who 

hH been ll 1reat 1u!fer er wtth 
hear t anll liver trouble tor the pu t 
two montha, died at bla home here I 
Thursday afternoon. 'llarch 27. llr. 
White bas lived a round here mo1t 
or hie life and bad many f t1eu.d1 Jn I 
lhla vicinity, The funera l -waa 
Mid al Dewitt Sunday, 
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The Lol'.ic) is my shephei20; 

I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evi l: 
for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou prepares! a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: and I 

will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

IN MEMORY OF 
ROBERT A WHITE 

DATE OF BIRTH 
October 25, 1911 

East Lansing, Michigan 

DATE OF DEATH 
May 24, 1978 

Lansing, Michigan 

SERVICES 
DeWitt Community Church 

Friday, May 26, 1978 
1:00 P.M. 

OFFICIATING 
Rev. LaVern Bretz 
Rev. Murl Eastman 

lNTERMENT 
Dewitt Cemetery 
DeWitt, Michigan 

BEARERS 

) 

TH[ TWIENTY 0 T H fRO PS4L.M Gerald Nichols 
Jerry White 
Robert Bouts 

Kenneth White 
Michael White 

Lyle Nichols 
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;t~Mns. MAnL-1. A. Wnrr'l'Arrnn.-Died at h er howe in Soutb H i ley, Janu-
11, 1896, Mrs. Mnria A. Wbittuk~r, nged 7,1 yours, l() months and 22 
s: Moria A. Mitchell wua born i n Orleans oountr, N. Y., February 
1820. At ttie age of l1 yeul'B abo 11ooompnnie<l her pr1rnnls to Farm­

;·~~1:..\' gton, Oakland county, Miob. Aftor residing ther e u fuw years she 
.('1. 'loved to Northville, Mich., where she wus married to Asu Wbittukar 
f: ·.••nonry 3, 183'7. In 1855 she accompanied her husband lo R iley, Olin Lo~ 

'nty, Miob. 'l'b ey built a house aud settled in their new homo. Only , 

9!~\> ~Vtlr~ qhop~?d ~vl.i~~J tqey set.t1e.~: ~'Lor ;vere.tru~ tii (1llt'I~ r~ llDd . . . -
«vell tba•ttiiale"of!ltbe' early~ aettle1·s.•~\ftl1rt ,om~1·•~by,'one~- tl:ie -olcl ~io'.\f.;!\T4-i.~~,.t1w;· 

fB are passing away. Njno ohildr~n were born to them, but only ono 
)oft. Twulve years ogo, M r. Wh1tiuker passed oway. Mrs. Wbitta-

.. ,_· r bas lived alone n ear ly all the timo since hor husbuud's death, but 
'\i~~:4-,,. Id II b t d d 
1· l\':l~r her son_ so be_ oou . aee t on_ er. wan a an n ee b, which ha has 

on very fa1 lb ful rn doing. While L! u1te young she aocoptod Obrist as 
'..i-"guide and united with the M ethodis.t obmob, of which sho bRs always 
~,,: 51 

..... jl•pro~vc•d by, 1he ~t-nt• o f M1cht<,on 
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T'e9ue,t tl1e honour of your pre,ence 

at the marriage oF their daughter 

to 

Mr. Bruce Lynn 8linarJ 

on -l=riday, the twenty-third of Augu,t 

N ineteen hundred and ,ixty-eigl1t 

al: ,even 0
1 

clock in lhe evening 

r-=irst Cong,.,cga!:iona l Cl1u,-,cl1 

St ~ol1ns, Micl1igan 

Reception Following 

8;ngham GMnge t-lall 
co,,ner of T,f1: Rocid G< LJS-27 
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April 13, 1945 - April 13, 1995 

Bonnie Dawn Westmoreland, daughter of William and Mabel 
Westmoreland of St. Johns was ~nited in marriage to Alferd 
Alton Wickerham, son of Adam and Katie Wickerham of Riley 
Township on Friday, April 13, 1945. 

They were married in Grand Rapids at 3 p.m. by Reverend Earl 
F. Collins of the Congregational Church. Reverend Collins 
was the minister of the Congregational Church in St. Johns 
where Bonnie first became a church member. Their attendents 
were Van and Xay Harper, sister and brother-in-law of the 
groom. Al was on leave from the U. S. Navy. 

They have lived most of their life in Riley Township. Al 
retired from the U. S. Postal Service in De Witt and Bonnie 
retired as Register of Deeds of Clinton County. 

The couples children are Susan Blizzard and Roger and Barbara 
Wickerham. They also have six grandchildren - Michael 
Blizzard, Gregory Blizzard, Lisa Blizzard, Amanda Nichole 
Wickerham, Roxanne Ramirez and Gustav Ramirez. 

) 

Re-Affirmation of Vows - April 22, 1995 

Redeemer United Methodist Church, 3 p.m. 
Reverend Rodney]. Kalajainen 

Organist ...................................................... Chrisann Lowe 

Guest Book ......................................... Amanda Wickerham 
............................................. Roxanne Ramirez 

Lighting of the Candles ............................ Michael Blizzard 
............................ Gregory Blizzard 

Ushers ...................................................... . Michael Blizzard 
Gregory Blizzard 

Gustav Ramirez 

Attendants .................................................... Susan Blizzard 
............................................... Roger Wickerham 

Introduction of Family ......................... Bonnie Wickerham 

Redeemer Bell Choir 

Soloist .............................................................. Lisa Blizzard 
"You Are The Wind Beneath My Wings" 

Re-Affirmation of Vows 

Dinner in the Social Hall 

Serving of the Cake ............................. Barbara Wickerham 
Assisted by ...................................... Susan Blizzard 

.. ... . ......... ........... ............... Lisa Blizzard 

............................. Amanda Wickerham 

................................. Roxanne Ramirez 

) 
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MR AND MRS AL WICKERHAM 

Couple honored on anniversary 

Mr and Mrs Al Wickerham 
'w<>re honored guests at an open 
house hr ld ln Smith Hall Sunday, 
April 12 In c0J Pbr atlo11 of the ir 
25th wedding ann iversary, 

The event was hos tef! by the 
couple's children, Mr and Mrs 
Bruce Blizzard and Rog0r Wlck­
erham. Those serving we r e Mrs 
Bernice Wohlfert, Mrs Betty 
Wright, Mrs Doris Secord, Mrs 
Marilyn Coln, Penny Coin, Hose 
and )\1.arl e Miller, Kathy Secord 
and Janice Secord. 

Guests wer e from La11slng, 
DeWitt, Fowlervllle, Mason, 
Kalamar.oo, Laingsburg, Shep­
e i·d, B ig Haplds , Saginaw and St. 
J ohns. 

The couple was married at the 
Congregationnl P',arsonage in 
Grand Rapids'.. on April ; 13, 1945 
hy lite Rev E:ar! F . Collins , Mr 
ancl Mrs Var Harpe~, s ister and 
brothP.r- in- law •\'.l f Mt· Wlcker ham 
attended the ·•couple , ~'hey spent 
their honeymoon In. Chicago 
where the grdom w:is s t3tloned 
In the Navy. 

=• L && a $ 
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;Mis~s Westmoreland Is 'I 
' 11d . d O . A "'113 ht<i'I,- I 1.r,1.arr1e 'I1 · pr1 _ · t. . 

1

1 

Miss l:lonntc D tlwn Westmoreland, in -Jaw 01 the groom, wcrn the only iJ 
dau[lhter of Mr. u11c,l Mrs. William alLendanl.l;. After ihc ccrcmony Lt 1 ' 
WcsLlltOJ'eltu\CI of this city, l.lcC1UllC Wt:ddmi;· d tnner WllS h eld ni Ll\'1 ! 
the bride of Alfred A. Wlckerham, Mort.on Hold tn Grnncl R llplds. 
AMM 2-c. :;011 of Mr. a nd Mrs. Adam Mrs. Wickerham wa:; irraduated 
Wict.erlrnm of L a11:;ing, Oil l•'l"lc\lly from t!IC R otlncy D. Wilson high 
afte rnoon, April 13. n.ev. Earl l!'. school witl1 t he class of 1942 und 
Collins offic iated in the double ring h rts hecu employee! at Mont,1guc & 
ceremony at. his home in Ornnd $on fo,· the pa:;t two years. 
Hupids at :l o'clock. Alfred cnl8tecl in t11e Nuvy in , 

Tnc bride was ,,ttrucllvi;Jy attired r'ebruary, 1042, 11m l just reLur nect I 
in tt street-length propeller blue ttftcr :.!O monLhs ln the SouLh P l t­

(l rcss with n avy ncccsi;od es. Her dfic. JI!! will repor t to Chlcugo, . 
uun,1u;11 w1111 r ud 1·011utJ 111td 11w1ml HI., on Muy (i for four month:; ad- · 

I pc~ u11d :,h ,: wore a 0Ll'l1i1cl oJ' !]cur l~. vu11ccd Lnd11l111:1 111 11vl11ttn11 ""<l'''''"· I 
i u gilt of the grnom. The newlywccts lelL t or u Ziltort. 
I Mr . nncl • Mt:i. '·, VJ,\)} Harper of. trip t)1rough ccntrnl lllino.ls, ln-
1 Grnnct_ HJptct.;; ··:l.¼'5Ler , anct brotner- ~la_n~, !mct O.hlo. ; . 



Clinton County's new register of 
deeds, carol Wooley, admits she is 
following a tough acfln replacing 
Bonnie Wickerham, who retired 
Sept. l after serving since 1976. 

"Bonnle was an excellent boss;" 
said. Wooley. who is still adjusting 
to her new desk and. office. "She 
definitely will be missed. She was 
very organized, which· is Important 
for this position; and she'·always 
treated her employees well." 

Wooley was appointed by a 
three-member committee consist-_ 
ing of the county's probate judge, 
prosecutor and-clerk to complete 
the final two years of Wickerham's. 
four-year term. · . 

A Clinton County native, Wick­
erham, 65, came to the register of 
deeds ot!ice as a clerk in 1969 at-. 
ter working 21 years as a . book• 

. keeper for a local farm equipment 
dealer. Six months later she was 
named deputy register of'deeds by 
then-register Willard Krebel. · 

When Krebel retired, Wicker: 
ham was appointed to complete 
his term. Her easy smile _and confl~ 
dent -nature convinced the coun­
ty's voters-to re-elect her to the 
position four more times. · 

While serving as register, Wlck-
er~am used her ta(ent for organ!- . · , •. • • ' , tansin Stat• Joumal/ROO SANFORD 
zat10n and her passion for detail to , , , , , • ,, . ·. ... , · · "· • · ... , · , ':· , • 9 
keep the county's land records Retired Clinton .County Regist1;1r, of;Deeds Bonnie Wickerham (left) and current register Carol 
safe and in order. , . . · W.ooley are sui:rounded1.by , records,,dating to 11}37,_in the vault in. their St: Johns office. 
~e~ e~thusiasm_a?d sense of re• .,r·A~.:f~~:•,., .,, ·. i..r:'._~i:;~t~~\~ryJ!•. ~··11~<~~lt)2,li"i-~~ f .,.~ ~ ( ·~ 1 • ,<_,.,1·, J ! ;. .. . __ ,. · 

spons1bltty for her old Job· come -•·i!nd other informatfon. This 1 e- · process, Bonnie would go out of out b'er,• life. She has served as 
through when she describes how · corded informatlon--serves as a her way to help resolve their prob- · president of the Michigan Register 
twice a year she used to lake mi• . permanent record for homeown-. '.lem " Purtill said. "Sile gave -all of Deeds' Association, as charter 
crofiche copies of the county's 1ers and businesses: Banks; title ·. the same courtesy."· ,- member. of the now defunct st. 
land records to Grand Rapld,s. Her- companies ' and .credit ·ageilcies'· ,.,· .. Though.•she Wll.l miss working Johns Business & Professional 
reason was to place the back-up ; regulitrly make use of ·this lnfor-- ·· with ·Wlckerliam, Purtill said, she • Women, chairwoman of the Clin­
records in the safety of a climate- matlon, as well as . people re- Is also looking forward to working ton County Plat Board and treasur-
controlled room 83 reet below searching their family histories. with Wooley. · · er of the Qlnton County Legal Sec-
ground in an old gypsum mine. "I loved the challenge,'.'. Wicker• .. ;·Carol, worked Closely with Bon- - retaries Association_ 

In speaking about her work phi- . ham said, "Everything had,to he -. • itle;•:1Purt11l said. "She I~ very ' 
losophy, Wickerham said, "You've perfect because It was part•of the _ capable." 
got to go the extra mile If you're permanent record." •. ' _ Meal)whlle, the former register 
going to do the service that the Clinton County Treasurer ~Pat ___ of 9eeds plans to say no _to all pro• 
public elects you to do. I don't Purtill, who worked wtth' Wicker-t. , posals'and projects for the next six 
know how much of a politician ·1 ham on the county plat boafd, said . months. She wants to spend the ex-
was, but I loved my job .. " , - . she took care oflhose who submit- - tra time 'With her husband, Al, ~o · 

The register of deeds·ts· respoit-l. -ted·re.cords to the county as well .as children_ a!}d- sl~ grandcl/lldren. 
'sible for recording all lnfonnation1 ' of'ttie records themselves,:, ·'·?.<JSaying no won't tie; _easy for 1a 
about county land· de~s; titles ,to , '("t~''.lt so·meone came lntq'.tbe,of- '· <1.m;an who has been deeply In• , 
•perso_nal a?,d !:,~il~ [OPf~ ,~,!~j; ~-'l~"'!'~ out anr 121owledg~,'?.~ ~~ hei;c9pir1unltythrough• 

Wlckerham doesn't see retire­
ment. as a loss; but rather as a 
change, 

"My mother used to say that life 
is like a book," Wickerham said_ 
"I've put an end to my work chap­
ter" and am opening up a new one. 
Life is just what you make it. You 
can.be grumpy or you can be hap­
py. I like happy_" 



DEWITT REMEMBERED~ The Foreman-Emery House, one o_f early De Witt's first and finest homes, it 
. burned in the late 1920's. William and Alma (Foreman) Emery pictured. Ca. 1915. C. Jutting photographer. 
Photo courtesy Bob Wilcox . . 

'N~w Albany';,.. wa$ .. the.· -mo-ney 
pit Of 19th 9e/1tuiy De Witt 

By KEN. COIN Jennison. The architectural detail surround-
In DeWitt's earliest days most everything ing the fron~ dcior is very simular to that 

of any consequence was located south of on the !Gaver home across the street. 
the -river in a village called "New Alban~. Now, to the -family who for so long made 
l'.ve been fascinated by the hi~tory of this it their home .:__ Samuel Foreman was 
town since I first heard about it in grade among· the very earliest settlers of this 
school. It is bothersome 'wlien writing about area, corning here with his wife, Catherine 
early DeWitt to continually have to give an Roberts, in i836.· They settled temporarily 
explanation everytirne I use the term "New on a homestead south ofDeWitt but soon 
Albany", yet I don't think it's fair to just / moved· to Watertown township. Their 
say·"DeWitt" because fpr over a decade the daughter Alma (pictured); in 1865, married 
area we now kno\\'. of as simply DeWitt on a returning Civil War soldier, William 
the south side of the river, was its own Emery·(pictured) and they too established a 
entity; with its own identity and a history farm in Watertown. 
which, for that first 10 years ·of this area, William Emery was born in 1843 in Alb-
far outshined anything that was happening ion. Just when he came to DeWitt or who 
on the north at Capt. Scott's settlement. his parents were, I don't know, but I sus-

The house pictured above represents the pect that his family's farm was where I 
very best of what made New Albany stand now live, east of DeWitt. 
apart from DeWitt - money (or at least .In 1872, Samuel and Catherine Foreman 
the presumption of it). Unfortunately, it is · sold their farm and moved to this rambling 
one of the few structures which stood in · old New-. Albany house in DeWitt. It was 
New Albany that I know next to nothing their "retirement" home. Their children con-
about until_ the 1870's. But its history goes tinued .farming in Watertown for some time 
back much· further than that. . · but , eventually William and · Alma Emery 

Unlike Scott's settlemeht to the north, ·· came to DeWitt too and moved ·into the old 
Neyt Albany was--based,.on,.New,·~,ork ··• lll· .. 'J 1ouse, ~ Joo~jP.ftet Alma's father. Cather­
JI\Oftey;,~oney which· dicln'.t•: re,allr; ~ipijt:~~"-1.t , '. '.,i ,~!!, -~Qr.em°\if'.~t9J!'.1.J,882,_,l!I)~ .$8.f!lU~ _ _!.:.fol: ,. 
in the I'830's that didn't seertt·a. problem;'• ,. J :~GJQwed'.·.'in··1B.98t ' t "" ·· · · · · 
The village of New Albany was owned by Some people may still remember this old 

· George T. Clark of Rochester and lots in hou~e as the home of William and Alma 
his "paper-village" were bought and sold Emery. They .continued to live here until 
sight unseen by other New York specula- Wil_liam's death in 1917 and Alma, (sort of 
tors. This particular lot was. at the corner · . on and off) until here death in 1921. Their 
of Rochester St. and a short jog on :the children included: Earl, Park and Clifton 
Pontiac-Grand River Road. We would know . Emery· and ~ .<laughter, Maud. Maud mar-
it today as the corner of Webb and Bridge · ried Charles Wilcox of Olive township, a 
streets and if we were ·standing on that ' son of James and Harriet Wilcox. 
conier now, we would be looking west at : As to the descendants of Maud and 
the h~me of Dan and Marlene Matson. · Charles Wil~ox, well, that would fill the 

This lot was o_ne of the few in New· rest of-this newspaper. · Suffice to say. that 
~lbany which was developed by a residen- thirty years ago, before the influx, if every-
tial structure and ' based solely on the style one in DeWitt had to form a line and 
of the building as compared to other area. count off "0ne,) l'wo; One, Two .. ." all the 
buildings, this house would have been built "Ones" could° easily have been Wilcox's. · 
about 1840. My personal guesses as to who (A thank_you to Doris' Wilcox for her 
may have built this imposing home at that infonnatiorl about the . picture and about 
early date include: one of the Turner . the Foreman's and Emery's.) 
brothers (George· Clark's agents here at · Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
New Albany), Dr. Seth Marvin or Dr. Levi area's primary historian.-.-



4-DeWitt-'Bath Review/September 28, 1992 

Lifestyle 

Jeanne and Bob .Wlicox 

The· Wilcoxes ·· 
Celebrate. 50th ?nniversary :· · 

· Bob and Jeanne (Wing) Wilcox of DeWitt cele­
brate their 50tl\ \veddihg anniversary with an 
open house Sunday, -oct 4 from 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
DeW?tt Me:p10rial Building; 206 W. Washington, 
DeWitt. . · 
. . . ' ' ' . . - . 

The couple was married. Oct. 10, 1942 in 
DeWit.t. They have three children; Gary (Eddy) 
Wilcox of Grand Ledge, Barbara (Harold) Deines 
Greenville, and 'Ron (Dawn) Wilcox of DeWitt. 
They h_ave 13 grandchildren an,d two great­
grandchildren. 
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Obituary 
JJArri')t R~be c.C'a. . youageflt oC a . 

I 
family ()f 11 rhlirln•n or >eoJarn.ln !. 

0.1111 Uetsy Hiltlke-f"-W~f-fl-4-fl,laa• i 
per. Stuben county. ~- . Y., ~-Ay 1-0. · 
1833. \Vben &he was three years ' 

J olci. bor parent?. moved tb Michl· 
! grin. eellllng on n tann in l,'aruling-
1on. Onk lnnd rount~·. whero she 
grew to young woma.n!1oo<l. Od<r , 
bP.r 28, 1852 she wa~ un1t~d ln mar- : 
r!a~('I at Re(JfonJ, \Vnynt.~ county _to 
J ames \Vllrox or F::rrmington. 
'.\tlch. Soon nttcr their Y'n~rrin,;e · 
Lhey left fo r Clinton county rwhere, 
they settled on n. tarm In Olive · 
town~llip ~vhcre shf: n :!11ded until 
1910. To t.h t!\ unio t1 [lvn children 
were born . two !-ions and t hrcP. 
rl.'.l.ughtt::rs. two daughters. Luc7 
and Gertrut.Je. died In their youbg 
girl.hood. After a brief Illness her : 
liusband died May 24, 1866, leaving t' 
her with her little ramily or small 
chll<l,en Lo· haLLle JICe's problems 
alone, conecqueotly t1he was versed. ! 
tn All tbP. hardshipR aod adversities 
o( ploqeer life. After 33 years ()( 
widowhood she was again united •ln 
mo.rrin'ge to Jacob S. Rodgers ot ! 
Alma October 2, 1899. ~!r. Rodgers J 
passPd away F'ebrulry, 1902. ·:11rs. , 

I Rodger~ sold her !arm and :w'llh 
lier youngest ,son. Charles bought a 

, home in l)pwitt v ll-:age on ~i ill 
· str eP.t , east. in 1910, where shP. haa 
Kfoce rl'.:!dded with the e.x.ce11Uon_ ot. 
a yeHr living elsewhere ·she had 
be,,o a cont1011oue rP.sldP.nt of Clin· 

· tru}_ canOiv·- ror _ . .12 y.ear.s. .,-Ir~. 
Rodgers was a practical ni1rRe nrid-: 
WP.nt rar aotl near to minister . to 1 

thC si<:k, a vocation she followed : 
.for many years. About ten years I 
ago llhe lost l,er e yc,~ight, wh ldt i 
was a . gn~at affllc t lon _ to her. lrnt l 
through ' It all she was tenderly 
cllTed for by her eon•a wlfe. M·rs. 

~rfe,,---W!le<>x. f.lhe hod been In •1 I Tu health for several -~yea-rs from 1 

: harde1;11ng ot the arteries. but her 1 

1 
Iast illness ·w ns .only of two weeks f 
duration. She passed away Mon- , 
day morning, Apr)l'H, within !our! 
weeks of being 91 years or age. I 
S he Is survived by l1er soris, Oscar. 
or Farmington. Charles ot this 

. plaC"e and one daughtE!r; MrR. , 
Bertha \Vlxon or ~ferle Beach. tell 
granachtldren, teo great gra,ndchil· 

· dren. -several oepbews an·d nleces. 
' besides many friend11. Among her' 
· nephews an_d nieces in this plece i 
are . Omar. and .Jerome Dills. an<l l 
Mrs. Ella Brinkerhoff. Mrs.

1 

:.Rodgers . wa-s an ardent- believer in 
the UoJv·ersa!lst [alth, being a 
member or the Unlversalttlt .soci­
ety at Dew Ill and a lso a membj!r or 

'..the Clinton County Pioneer society_ · 
Thus a good womab ha-s passed on ,'. 

wh? :":'as known to all as .. Aunt l 
-Beck . .. and .. who. will _1).~ rem em· t 

I 
berect· for her kindness lo others• 
and ,!evotlon to her home aod, fa"rl1• i 
Hy. \ j ; ' • l 
·. ,Her. rim~rn(. 'wM .. hel<L..FrldaY, 
'morntog with short ser vice& a't the ' 
,tr~r- trer. ~on, where she• resld· , 
ed ' and fune1 al at the Baptist ' 
chb r~h. Re v . George Ashworth of 
.!_!!e _!'i r~t Unl"t"ereallfi.t , church of 
Lansing oHlclated. ,~!r. and :\!rs. 
Marc Cntter sang several duets, 

I tbe numbers being ){rs, Rogers' 
: owo eoiection, Mrs, , :) lerle Kraa·s , 
; prest4iog_;at th~ pl~n~- A~.e. l>earers '. 
l Wer-e hei- nephews. Omar, and 
Jerome Qtlls and g-ranctnephewe . . 

I Ber~~ Allen St•~ 
.:under taker.-ber grand n.ephew; \\1

• _ 

: O. J;irinkerho!f ol Lansing. Tbe ; 
; maJ\y 6cautl[ul ()oral trlpute• · 
:,.E.bowed .th.e: cs tC'..('m Fhe was held Jn ; 
: hr h e r frienr1s. Interment was · 
: made in n c,v,: itt cemetery. The 
; friend"~ rro rn away who attended 
the funeral o\·ere Omar Wikox and 

; Children and eon. Forest, and ... 
1 dnugi\!er, ,~t r•. !laze! De,Grow ol 
: Farmln"Rtou, Mrs. Frank Green. : 
j C,arl m11<:--<>t,N<>rtl>vtll.,, M ,._, ZiJe , 
I Whe~ler or Flint. j\!Tk, Belle ·H'aid- ' 
; eoburgb of Highland • Park o0if~ 
. Mr, ,and Mrs . . Charles Hilliker and · 
daughter ol Farmington. . 

Card of Thanks :; 
We wl-sh to thank those wbo as· . 

sl~ted us at out' mother's death. t 
the albgei:rs. eapeclill~j (be bug,lfll\ss i 
mc~r this place and other friend• I 
tor . tho flora l emblems . ....!.-Mr. and 
Mrs . ...._Charles WIicox. ?\-~r. Oscar -~ 
WIicox, :lire. Bertha Wixom. - -· j 



k f C Harry Moon 
from t he Scrapboo o · Obituaries 

d by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984 ) 
Now owne ~ 

CHARLES T . WILCOX 87 , Lifelong resident of Clinton County 
died in the Clinton Memorial Hospital at St . Johns , Sunday , 
after a brief illness . Funeral service s will be held 
Wednesday p . m. from the Vincent Funeral Home with Rev . 
Lavern Bretz o ff iciating . Burial in the DeWitt Cemet ery . 

Survivors are the widow , Maude ; 5 daughters , Mrs. · 
Lea h Green of Plymouth , Mrs . Zoe Wheeler of Honor , Mrs . 
Ha ze l Hicks of Northvi lle , Mrs . Erin Van Sickle of Fowle r­
ville and Mrs . He l en Pasten of Northville ; 2 sons, Cl inton 
of DeWitt and Carl of Williamston ; 20 grandchildre n; 
28 great- grandchildren; and 3 great-great-grandchildren . 

Pallbearers will b e Cl i fton Wi l cox Jr ., Robert Wi lcox, 
Dale Wilcox , Charles Wilcox, Bruce Wilcox , an d Jack Wilcox . 



--- --·--
Qc,toh~r .ii~~ii~1~ · -· 

Funeral Services 'l'o B.e Held 
Today At St . .lohoa for 

M.r~. Geor¥e Will,es · 

Mrs. Corn E. Wllkcs, 78, n former 
re.slcJent of this loculity, <.(led nt her 
!tome In Ch(\rlcslon town.;hip, Kula­
muzoo county, Monduy nl 'I AO a. m., 
aftei· an illne~s oJ' l:it:ver11l t\)O.llLh.S. , 

Cora E:. H11Lhbun. tt1c claugllt,!l' of 

1 E .. Lotw:m Hult Hctth)Jtm and Daniel 
· B. RHthbun, was bqrn !It NonvuJk, I 

I Ohl~~· ,!ul.Y 17, 11150. At t.lJ.e ul,lo. of I 
, nme• she move.ct tp Mtc:~ilgnn wJLll ,· 
'.~l'.-!UWWW~.JlP-9. SA~W.li!J.hil*~~~;/~~~-\ 

ln RUey t,own~hip, on lki!i,. ~u.~t 50 · 

I 
ncres 9! the pre::.pn~ ,<\rlihur ci1!1'.nt 
!'arm. . · · , ·. · . 

I·!cre she attended ~chool In the 1· 

' Jason school aud h,ter ' tn the f>luw-
; man school· bQLI, · of wb lc;h 'were log 
sehool hou.~·~·. · , ·. 

] n 1 UU4. :1hc Will, united In )lll\!Tllli;f.! 
lo Oeo. w. w 111,e~. ·ro tJJl.l! 11utw1,1 
I wa.s boqi ' a son, Se1wl1; J\... and. a 

duug'ltter, Lolli$!! E. '• 
· In 189\1 the family moveq;;to ·l3uttle 
. Creek whtr<: tJ,cy re~idt,c!'1,mt!l HI:!'.!, , 
when Ltiey rtLLu·nctl- .to ~c:Y to:wn­
sltip, .purchuslng the f11rm just w~t 
or the presc11t Lee til.s.!.L!ll farm. Anti. 

· in 19~5 they m oved to tile ni;w rnst• 
dence In Kallrnuzco county. 

Punernt s i::rvice.s will be ,held at 
the 'Gsgc,od runcrnl ho11,e u.t 2 ]). I"(\ •• 

• thL~ (Thur~dny) urternoon and ln'-
1 termcnt mui.ltl 111 ML. Ri;st cemetery. 
\ Servic~ will bt conductecl by ttu,, 
, Rev. Cl~ro:uce BurrQW& ot' lll.t: Xn-
l 1.1.t:1:lend,mt Splri~lll\llS~ chui-cp or_.,, 
Oru.pd Jluplds. • 

; Survlvlnl! tre the husb1\fld, son ·· 
i_and two 1£ru.ndchllrlr!:n, l)o1t1l 1t Wil·i• 
' ,·011 u11d Wayl \C 1''0SLCl' o r Bnttlt! 
~Creek, o.nct two •brntltt:rn, Dun R1lth­
'trnn or LhLs city, fl.oy llathbun of 
,!Riley township, and one nepl, ew, 
11 S t 1.tnlcy Rathbun o! Beniia) town- , 
P~t . · ~~ 
I ).I - . - - • . •- - --,- ~ 
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