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Munroe family makes trek from New York to DeWitt

Family
eventually
settles in
Eagle

By KEN COIN

In the spring of 1838,
Jesse and Harriett (Park-
er) Munros, along with
Harriett’s brother, Hiram
Parker, took a rather
nnusual trip which would
later have a great impact.
on the history of this
region,

" The Munroe’s left their
five daughters and two
sons at their farm on the
Batavia Road east of Buf-
falo, N.¥. and took a harse-
beck ride of dynamic pro-
portions. In search of a
new home they rode west
through Ohio and on into
Indiana. Not finding any-
thing to their mutual lik-
ing they continued on into
Nlinois and further yet into
Wisconsin; still nothing.
They purposely .avoided
the Michigan territory.
They had seen enough
“Michiganders” who had
returned to New York,
“their rallow complexion
and tales...of shaking with
fever and ague,”

The travelers decided to
conclnde their wandering
with “look through Michi-
gan, the one state they had
no idea of settling in when
they left home... Much to
their aurprise, they found
the state asatisfactory.”
They continued north to

the Grand River Valley
and there the Munroes
and-Hiram Parker each
found what they had been
leoking for; the Munroe’s
in Clinton county and
Parker in Ingham.

Jesse was “captivated at

" firet gight” with the mag-

nificent forests, reasoning
that “land which supported
such growth of trees would
raise anything (he} plant-
ed, There were the black
walnut, butternut, hickory,
black cherry, birds eye
maple, curled maple, sugar
maple, silver-leaf maple,
beech, basswood,
sycamare, ironwood, white,
black and bur oaks - many
being three and four feet in
diameter.”

Returning to New York
and disposing of their farm
there, Jesse and Harriett
Munrce prepared their
family for the tedious jour-
ney to their new home in
the Michigan Territory.
Two hired men were gent

-overland to drive the stack

through Ohio and up to
Detroit while the family
with one additional hired
man traveled “up the
lake”, from Buffalo to
Detreit aboard the littie
steamer “Robert Fulton™
“Detroit was very disap-
pointing to the older mem-
bers of the family a very
uninteresting town... The
buildings were low and
very unpretentious, right
down in the mud, a small
cld French town.” The lake
group and the overland

group met there and pra-
ceed on through the fron-
tier.

“The first day out of
Detroit {they) went only 10
miles. The road was simply
terrible. There were places
where there were half a
dozen tracks where differ-
ent travelers had endeav-
ored to get around the deep
mud holes, but each one
seemed equally bad. The
wagon wheels would sink
below the hubs.”

By early October the
Munroe party reached the
Scott settlement at DeWitt.
The Scott’s “were prepared
to take care of travelers,
having a double log house
provided with appetizing
food.” The log hotel men-
tioned here was located in
the middle of the block
beunded by Main, Scott,
Bridge and Washington
Bireets,

Harriett Munrce and
her five daughters stayed
on at Scott’s for the next
three weeks while Jesse
and the men went on into
Eagle to construct the fam-
ily's log house. The size of
the Munroe cabin war so
unusually large for its
wilderness setting that a
curious neighbor, who fol-
lowed the sound of the con-
struction through the
dense forest, asked upon
discovering it, “Are you
intending to keep hoiel?”

At the end of October,
Jease returned to Scotts to
enllect his family and take
them to their new home in

Eagle township. “The rains
had raised the Looking
Glass River so that it could
not be forded, we were all
taken across the river in
an Indian canoe. A pole
was used instead of a pad-
dle.”

And so, the five Munroe
girls, ages 3 to 18 years,
left DeWitt, for the time
being, But they'd be back.
In the meantime they were
off on an adventure in
their new home where
“each one found something

interesting” and each left -

their mark on the history
of mid Michigan.

Note - the gquotations
used in this plece are all
those of the Munroe
women, several of whom
later wrote of their pioneer
experiences. In the next

ingtaliment 'l expand on
who these Munroe girls
became and why they had
so much to say about the
history of this area.

DeWitt-Bath Review

Ken Coin is a DeWin
resident and the areak pri-
mary historian. His col-
umn appears every other
week in this newspaper.
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'History
Coin continues story of DeWitt’s Munroe sisters

1850 they purchased the Lansing when it became Detroit but following being elected to the State

By KEN COIN

In the laat installment,
its autumn of 1836 and the
Munroe sisters, their
brothers and parente are
leaving Scott’s hotel at
DeWitt and being ferried
across the Looking Glass
River by Indian cance in
the last stretch of their
journey to their new home
in Eagle township.

Marion, the eldest sis-
ter, became a teacher for
the neighborhood school.
She was also recruited by
her uncle, Hiram Parker to
teach near Mason at a set-
tlement called Jefferson
City.

Her travels between
Eagle and Mason took her
on'a route along the Grand
River, including the site
where Lansing would later
be established. A favorite
resting spot for her was
the high biuff on the north
bank of the Grand and she
often rtested her horse
there dreaming of someday
having a lovely home high
above the river.

She married a Mason
merchant, James Turner
in 1843. The coupie lived
at Magon until 1647 when
the pgtate capital was
moved from Detroit to
Lansing. They then moved
to the new town of Lansing
and built a small house
(pictured here) on a site
purchased several years
earlier. Marion had plant-
ed treen on the site antici-
pating her eventual resi-
dence. It was, after all,
only a few hundred yards
south of the high bluiff that
she dreamed of years earli-
er,

James Turner pros-
pered as a merchani and
land agent in Lansing and
outlying communities. He
hecame actively involved

in many business enter-
prises including plank
roade and railroads. In
time, the Turner’s pur-
chased Marion's blulf to
the northwest of their
home and later built an
impressive brick home
which still stande as the
nucleus of the Turner-
Dodge mansion in North
Lansing.

James Turner died in
1869 at the young age of
49, Marion continued te
live in their home on the
bluff for mearly 50 more
years; saw its transforna-
tion into the mansion we
see today and died in 1912.

Betsey, also an early
school teacher in Clinton
and Ingham Counties, was
the first Munroe girl lo be
recruited to teach at the
Jefferson City settlement.

In 1840, while teaching
at the Waterloo settlement
(Wacousta}, she married a
local miller, Parker Web-
ber. They moved ta DeWitt
in 1848 and purchased the
Stowell home at the north-
east corner of Main and
Franklin and converted it
into a “Temperance Tav-
em”, Selling the tavern in

DeWitt Grist Milf on
Prairie Creek and also the
former New Albany Store
{110 E. Webb Dr.} which
wag converted into their
family home. Parker Web-
ber became DeWitt’s
miller, a position he kept
about twenty years until
hig death.

Although she retained
ownership of the DeWitt
mill (even after it burned
in 1902), Betsey moved
about 1880 to Lansing
where she remained until
her death in 1912,

Harriett was also a
teacher in Clinton and Ing-
ham counties. In 1843 she
martied John W. Longyear,
an attorney who had come
to Mason from New York in
1844 and had resettled in

the capital.
Longyear was one of
Lansing’s  earliest and

most successful lawyers.
He was elected to Congress
in 1862 and reelected in
1864. Follewing an
appointment to the U, S.
District Court in 1870, the
Longyears moved to

Judge Longyear’s untimely
death in 1875, Harriett
returned ta Lansing where
she died in 1917.

Adelia married Danijel
L. Case, an attorney and
merchant who had estab-
fished himeelf at Lansing
in 1847. Case became
involved in polities by

House of Representativea
in 1850. In 1858 he was
elected Lo his first term as
Michigan’s Auditor Gener-
al.

Throughout the Civil
War he was actively
engaged in enlisting troops
in the Lansing area. It is

See Munroe, page 32
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In Memory of

Leonard B, Weltington

Date ol Nirth
June 18, 1904

Nale of Tmath
March 27, 10G6

Servicen
VINCENT - RUMMIET,
FUNTERAL HOME
Tuesday, March 29, 1966
2:00 pom,
Clergyman
Rev, W, Irnest Combellack
NeWitt Methodist Church
Tntermaent
DeWitl, Cometery
Flonnrasy Dearers
Robert Vaughn
Raymand Travis

FTarry BRollinger
Dewey [acovani
lenrers
Robhert Balderson Robert Harmon
Kenneth DeVoe Cecil Morrow
Russeil Nelson J. J. Richards
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OBITUARY

Mary Adsl! Paimer was born in Palmyra, N.
Y..in the vear 1845, when 7 yoars of ago she re-
moved with her parants to Michigan, near Si,
Johns, Clinton County, whero she resided notil
the vear 1871, when she wus married to Alfred

PWalton, of Rilay, Twoehildren ware born to
thiom, Frod Welton, of Crystal, Michigan and
Willie Wolton, of Carson City. She has re-
sided pear Crystal for sevaral years until the
last six weeks of har life which was spenf at
the home ¢! hsr yenngest ron, Willie. where
she passed away Jure §, =t the age of 57 years.
gmonths. She bas been a great sullarar for a
yaar and one-balf from dropsy. All was done
that loving hands could do for her comfort. In
the vear 1896 she was united with the U, 1.
churcli of which she has bean a faithfnl “mem-
ber. she is survived by & sorrowing husband
two s0ons, two sisters and two brothers, Nalson
and Francas Palmsr, of 8t. Johns, Mrs Jolhn
Huggetr, of Alma, and Mrs. Gecrge Yallup,
of 8t. Jolkns, besides orher relatives sod a host
of sympathizing {riends. The funeral services
wars held at the Speneer chureh at Crystal at
11 o’clock June 5, and the remains ware laid to
rest in the Spencer cematery.
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' M]ss Westmorelond fc: ) l

Married On April 138"

Miss Bonnie Dawn Westmoveland,
daughter of Mr, and Mrey, Willlum
Westimorelund of ihis cily, became
the bride of Alfred A, Wickerham,
AMM Z-c, sen of Mr, and Mrs. Adam
Wickerham of Lansing, on Fetcuay
alternoon, April 13, Rev, Barl =
Coiling officiated in the double ring
cereniony ap nis home in Grand
Hapids ag 3 0’clock.

The bride wus allractively atiirved

in a strest-lenpth propeller blue
dress with navy accessories,  Fer
corsape was red roses antl Sweet

I peas and shie wore o strund of pearls,
i gift of the groom.

Mr. and Mg Vun o Horper o
 Grand Rupidb sglater and brother-

i

4
in~law of the groom, were the only
attendanty.  Alter the ceremony m,'
weddlay  dinner was  held  ab Lh"-}
Morton Motel tn Grand Iaplds, i

Wrs. Wickerhmm wias  gruduated
fremt the Rodney 2. wilicn  high
schiool with the class of 1942 and
nas heen employed ap Monlague d
Son for the pusg PWo years.

Allred enlisted i the Navy  inl!
Fehrawry, W42, aid just relurned
ufier 20 months o the South Pa-
eifle,  Me will report to Chicupo,
1L, on May ¢ for four rnouths fad-
vanced waludng in aviation engines.

Tlie newlyweds left for s short’
trin  throuphy  cenfeul lineds, lo-
dann, wnd Giilo,
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Funeral Services
For South Olive

has been & grest sufferer with
hear: akd liver irouble for the past
ewo months, gied at his home hers
Thursday afternocn, March 27. Mr.
White has lived around here moat
of hie lite and had many friends jn
shis  vicinity. The funeral was
Leld at Dewitt Sunday.

Resident Sunday |,

Bouth Olive—George White who ’

Lo









Mr. and MT‘E. AiFevol A Wicl{erlﬁam

request the honour of your presence
gt the marriage of their daughter
Susan Marie
to
Me. Bruce |_ynn Blizzard
on l:ric;laq, the twentqwtlviml OF August

Nineteen hundred and sixty-eight

ot seven o clock in the evening

[Simst Congregational Church

St Johne, Mickigan
[Qeception Following

Bingkam Gmange l—la“
corner oF TaF{ Roac{ Ef US—Q7
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Married On A

Miss Bonnle Dewn Westimorelund,
danghter of Mr, und Mes. Willlan
Wesumorelund of thls ¢lty, became
the bride of Alfred A, Wickerham,
AMDM 2-¢, son of My, and Mrs., Adan
Wickerhum of Lansig, on Dridoy
aiternoon, April 13, Itev. Ewl 0
Collins officiated in the double ving
ceremony  fL his howe in Grand
Lupids at 3 a'clock.

The Lride wus attructively attired
in a street-length  propeller  biue
dress with nwvy  accessorles,  Her
corabe win red rosed ol swoeol
P pens wnd shie wore wostraid of pourts,
i gifL of the proom.

Mr. and . Mrs Vap Harper  of
Gmnd .i?.up!da ;ipLL; rand bmthu—
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paltendants,  Afler Wig ceremoily

wiedding  dinner wos held at uhe
Morton Holel in Grand Rapids,

Nivs, Wickerham  was  graduuted |
froe the Rodiey B Wilson bigh
school with the cluss of 194¥ and
his been employed af Montigue oo
Sun Tor the pasg two years,

Alfred enlmted in the Navy ot
February, W2, gl just returned |
ufter 40 months 1o the South Fu-|
cific.  Jfe will report lo Chicugo, .
HL, o May ¢ for four aontlsg ads’
vunced toddndng b nviallon g

The newlyweds lgit Tur o shorg.
irip threough eealral 1igots, In-
dlann, end Ohlo. |
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s from the serapbook of C. Harry Moon

inney (1984)

Obhituarie

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McK

CHARLES T. WILCOX 87, Lifelong resident of Clinton County
died in the Clinton Memorial Hospital at St. Johns, Sunday,
after a brief illness. TFuneral services will be held
Wednesday p.m. from the Vincent Funeral Heme with Rev.
LaVern Bretz officiating. Burial in the DeWitt Cenetery.
Survivors are the widow, Maude; 5 daughters, Mrs.
Laeah Green of Plymouth, Mrs. “oe Wheeler of Honor, Mrs.
Hazel Hicks of Northville, Mrs. Erin Van Sickle of IFowler-
ville and Mrs. Helen Pasten of Northville; 2 sons, Clinton
of DeWitt and Carl of Williamston; 20 grandchildren;
28 great—-grandchildren; and 3 great—great-grandchildren.
Pallbearers will be Clifton Wilcox Jr., Robert Wilcox,
Dale Wilcox, Charles Wilcox, 8Bruce Wilcox, and Jack Wilcox.
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RILEY PIONEER -
- DIESOCT, 18TH

| Funeral Services To Re Held
i - Today At St. Johns for
Mry. George Wilkes

' Xrdee T .

b

. ‘ ;
‘ Trs. Corn B, Wilkes, T8 giile
resifent of thiy iuuullty,‘?ii‘ic{t‘l IL’;.’E ri[iti"
home in Charleston township, Kula-
.m’u.zua county, Mondey wt 740 w0 m.
afler an lness of several nunths. '
Cora B Rathbun, the daukhiter of
L. Tousa Holl lathbyp and Daniel
i}3 Feathbun, was born in Norwaik,'
1Oy, "July 17, 1859, A the uge of |
it she moved o Micklgan with -
Rl O 6 Sl el Tope |

in Rley lowaship, 0n the east 507
geres p!oine present Avthuy Clgod
Tarm, . o L o
Here she attended gchonl in thes
"Jason school and luter in the Pluw-
‘mun school, buth of which were log
schoa) houses, ‘ o
T TEYE she was untled in parrisgpe
{0 Giot. W. Wikes Lo Wil unne!
Fwas born s son, Searle 4., amd @
"dunghier, Loutse 1 -
In 1899 tiie fumily movedito Butila
CCreek wheve they vesided™uinld 1828,
when they refurned o #lley town-
ship, purchusing the furm just wesl
‘of the present Lee Bissell fwrr Autl,
“in 1934 they moved w the new rest-
dience In Kalainazpo councy.
Fuanera! services will he held af
the Bisgood funeval homwe st @ P m.
(hls (Thursduy) afterncun and v
f’u:rmcnt mude in MU Rest cemetery,
Eervices will be conducted by the:
CRey, Clgrepce Burrows of b Tn-
‘dependent  Splribunitst church  of.
Grapd Ruplds. .
Suryiving tre the huashand, son’-
rand (wo grandehldeer, Donpi Wil
son md Wayne Yoster of Bn‘tu:‘.\!
‘iUruuk, and vwe drothers, Don ftath-
'bun of niz city, Roy Rathbun of
p Hiley township, and one nephew,
dstanley Rathhun of Bengal Lowh-;
W
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