
.:.;-8YH Fnnr ]loatlul O While, 

·. Sun'-"'S .J11r7 Odl~r•• Bone ' 

iJtruck 1>7 Li •• tntos. 

1n spite of ~r refuaal to.lie helped' tlu)f 
. . . 

succeeded jn _ giTing her ' e. quantity 01 
greaa_e, but the deadly dose had alreadfi 
begun to do its work and she was soon in 

In a tit of ~fiP<:~ncy over a domestic hopeless convulsions. She died in abo'1 
duiagreewtllt~•- Fred Touse of south half an honr, her last words berng, "ll'redl· 

• · • · · b I'm sorry that I did it." 
Olive enrled her hfe yesterday mornmg Y ,. S · · · · i 
· 

1 
· f , Dr. anford of DeWitt ,was snmwoned 

poison. She took half a. teaspoonfu ~- but before he arriverl she was dead. Ju.a­
.strychnine and died half an hour la~r m tice P. II. Wilkins. acting as coroner, held 
Jonvulaions. · an '.nquest_ yesterday afternoon. He ap-, 

The Touses live on the B. J, Lemman pointed Amos llubbii.1-d to impanel tho 
farm near the South Olive schoolhoUlle jury, and he sum~oned Charles Francisco,-

. fi Id d Jay Flynn, Riley Mead, Aaron Chadw~·c 
Mrs. To\186 was twenty- ve years o an d O A 1• Th ed. . . an . . '-napp. ey return a. ve 
ber husband a trifle older, and bolh were I diet that she ca.me to her death by me 
well thought or in the community. There. I of poison administered by her own baud. , 

, had been some difficulty between them, , The name of the deceaaed before her 
· howe.ver, though it is believed not. to _have marriage was Ora Simmons. She was~ 

been of any serious nature, and it was this 

that lead to her taking ber rife. Touee 

daughter of Jefferson Stmmons who lives· 
just' north of the South Olive school holl&l, 
They had not been married long and had 

.got up as usual yesterday toorning at four one child, a babe four months old. 
o'clock and built a . fire, afterwards retiring She also left a mother, three sisters a,nd 
again. At live they a.rose and later ToUB8 two brothers. The funeral will probabJJ 

started to go away. When he had reached be held on Friday_.___ · '· 

the road. she called from the door, · "Come A singular occurence, startling in view 
back and take care of the baby for I've of the tragic circumstances, happened 
tak . ,, · while the jury was being Impaneled When 

en poi~n. · Amos.Hubbard went to summon ·Charles 
'.' You haven 't taken poison, ham you?" Francisco he drove up ~ci the gate and tied 

he asked in-astonishment. his horse. He had no sooner reached the 
"Yes, I have." she replied. He ran t( holl8e than a terrifi,~crash of thunder was 

the house of the nearest neighbor, Aarot heard and on looking bacll: he saw that hi~ 

f'hadwick, and got Mra. Chadwick, wht h?rse _had be~n struck by lightning and 
.t . . · killed lil the very epot where he ,stood a 
~turned at once with him to the house. few moments before. . . 

" We must do something for you,'' sbv 
. ' : 

said to )!rs. Touae. 

"No," repiied the latter, "[ don't wan( 
you to," and started for the door. They 

-both ·started after ht>&; and as Touse got, 

where she Wll,B she exclailned, " l can' t go 

~y further, my le~ are_ giving .out." 
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Wedoeeday eveoiog, December 27, 
120 io•lt.ed KU081a met · al Ibo bomo or 
Mr. and Mn. H.J. Tout lo wl111- lbe 
marriage of tboir dauabter, Llllie, to 
Mr. Franl<Yaoze. Promptl7 al 7 o'cloclt 
Mr■. door11e William• commenced lbe 
weddloit marcb, wbicb uahered In lbe 
happy p&lr, lead by tbe Rav, E. D. Wa1, 
acuowpeulad b7 Mr. aod Mra. Bari Nor­
rie, Mr. Fred Huot aod Mi&11 Lydia Tout. 
Tba caremooy wu abort aod lm1>reul ve. 
Aftorcon~ratulations, rerceabtnenta were 
eervad, whlcb all enjoyed• ao4 a vary 
pleeuot avo11ln1 11·u 1pe11t1 Tbe bap. 
py couple wore tbe reciplenla of a floe 
lot of wedding 111n.. Tna followin& la a 
liil : Mr. and Iha. Joho Tout, eet diah• 
ea aDl,111l1ve,· butter ~lab; Mr. ao<l Mra. 
W. d: Tout, N. Y. trunk and $6.00; Mr 
and ldra. Borl Non-la, 1et allver kalvea 
and forka; Ml• Anna Yanr., glue water 
eel; Mr. Albecl aod Mloo Anna Marl•ke, 
eel gt- aauce dlabae; Mr. Olla lllarlzke, 
parlor lamp; Mr. Adolph and Mt .. 
Amelia Bernard, eilver 1ugar 1beU; Mr. 
Jo, aod Miu Mary Barnard, lllver b111-
ter knife; Miu Minnie R0&•111, Lanalnr, 
eel cbina berry diaboo; Mr. and Mn. i 
J obn Brink, eet ell ver kmvea and fork, ; 
Mr. Fenton Briok and Iba Hi-• Altle 
and Jooie Pearce, parlor lamp; Mr. '\Y. 
Cue, Miu Mary We.a-er, Mr. li'red Huet, 
and Mill Lydia Tout, mantle clock; Hr. 
and Mra. George Rlizzard, aet 111,... ware; 
Mr. aod Mra. M. T. Woodruff, table 
cloth; Mr. and .litre. A. A. Woodruff, 
pair flannel blanket.a and towel&; Miaa 
Marguerite Woodruff, boad reel; Mr■. 

o~rrle 8immona, fruit dlab; Mi- Ada 
and E va Blmmona, roae jar; Mr. and 
Mra. George Bimmona, cbioa craek er 
jar; Mr. and Mra, Willia McLouth, parlor 
lamp; Mr. an,I Mra. Marl< Hill, parlor 
lamp; M:111, Cella Blinarcl and dauahter, 
Maud, pair towola and alaaa celery di1b; 
Hr. and Mra. F. L. Furseeon, Lauaio1, 
pair towel■; Mr. and Mra. Loeber and 
lamily, tabla clolb; Mr. Chu. and Miu 
Etta Webb, alau celery dieh; Mr. and 
Mra, 8. W. Norrie, pair towel~, Mr. and 
Mra. E. D. WIiiiama, ,at Criaty bread 
knlvee; Huter Floyd Williama, table 
napklna; Hr. and Mra. Honeywell, wub 
lub, dlah pan and broom; Mr. and Mra. 
Jamel Bale, table cloth; HI• Carrie 
Hale, al&11 water pttcber; Mr. and 
Mra. Bpedter Norris, wub bowl 
and pitcher; Muter Mark Norris, eu~ 
oift.r; Mr. and Mra. Sylveater Moon, 
atl, er pickle cut.er; Hioo Grace Bald­
win, china vace; Mra. 8. A. Stewart, 
fl.00 in cub; Mr. and lllrt. W,B, Dill.I, 
cutor; Hr. and Mra. Wealey Lino, 
11• berry dieb; Dr. and Mra. Simmon■ 
1,nd Mr. and Mra. Varney Poarce;ou 
rocker; Mr. and M:111. Samuel tacker, 
bed apread; Mr. and Mra. T. W. Bald• 
win, ailver plckh, caet.or; Mr. and M,... 
Gao. Williama, pair flannel blanketa; 
H i.. Maude Williama, nae; Hr. and 
Mra. Wott, pair towelB; Mr. Marlr Hill, 
small fancy badat.oad; Rev. E, D. Way, 
\ooko, "Wadding Bolla." - -----
S\ .__)o\1N~ N e.vuc_, 

)- LI - 1 ~8~ 
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DElWI1T ')dwo.rd Treadwell 

be held Wednaens<l:i-rune~al servces will 
Vi~fent funeral htm! t1r0 ~~J"¥ the 
tive~~ Il~~zdled Monday morning. i~t-

l chureh will oa?\ the DeWitt ~ ommunity 
in DeWitt cemefe~~e Wd !sbur1al wili be 
several nieces and · e survived by 
will be Lester Cook n"'JJhews. P a.Ubearers 
H alter man, Geoi,ge M~~'£ NJorrls, Glenn 
and K enneth Reed. • · • G riswold, 

.. 

I
W ednesday Rites J 
Fo-:r Resident of F-011 1 De Witt Township ! 

Services were held from the Vin­
c-ent Funeral home in DeWitt at 
1 p. m. Wednesday for Edward 

: Treadwell, 85, who passed away 
Monday morning. Rev. La_Verrie 
Bretz of the DeWitt Community 
church officiated and interment 
was in DeWitt cemetery. I 

The only survivors are . several . 
nieces and n ephews. Pa\l bearers I 
were Lester Cook, Robert Norris, 1 
Glenn Halt erman, George Mann, ! 
L. J. Griswold and Kenneth ~ -ee_d. , 

-------------------



DeWitt remembered: 

Courtesy photo 

EAST MAIN STREET, 1918 - The two unidentified children here are standing in the front yard of the 
new fieldstone house of the Treadwell family (now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chet Church). The barn to 
the right, which proudly announces "Arbaugh's - Lansing's Greatest Store," is about where city hall is 
now located. Far in the background, where the narrow dirt street curves to become Round Lake road, you 
can barely make out the roof tops of several barns on the south side which I believe were lat.er moved by 
Del Rose to be incorporated with the stockyards _of the Rosevale plant further east. Only the windmill 
(faintly visible to the right of the barn roofs) remains on the site and still stands in the front yard of the 
Pioszak home. In the left background you'll no doubt notice the absence of the pine trees of the Relreat 
house. Those now stately trees weren't even pine cones when this picture was taken. 

DeWitt library receives 
donation of old photos 

Recently, I got a call from Don Harnish who 
said he had a bunch of old photographs he 
wanted to find a new l1ome for. The result of 
his thoughtfulness is a treasure chest dona­
tion to the DeWitt Library of several hundred 
photographs dating from the 1860's to the 
1920's - enough to keep me busy cataloging 
and writing about for a very long time. 

The pictures are a conglomeration of post­
cards, snapshots, tin types, school pictures 
and stud,io portraits. Amazingly, only one pic­
ture is a duplicate of anything currently in the 
library's large collection. 

The majority of the pictures are tin types of 
the ancestors of the ancestors of Mr. Hamish's 
late wife Delma, which include the DeWitt 
pioneer families of Young, Dunham, 
Treadwell and Case. But intermingled among 
these are many pictures of other pioneer fami­
lies including the Lemm, Blood, Dills, 
Furgason, Rouse and Gillett clans. These will 
undoubtedly become much appreciated by 
future DeWitt genealogists. 

In tenns of general interest, the gems of the 
collection are the snapshots (like the one 

ubove} from the album of the !ale Reva 
(Treadwell} Derham, Before she left DeWitt in 
the early 1920's, she captured for posterity 
numerous street scenes and houses in De Wilt 
as well as several outlying· farms. Her pho­
tographs illustrate the quaintness of old 
DeWitt that words such as mine could never 
adequately describe: ladies in white cotton 
dresses cat_ching the breeze on a•wide shaded 
porch; the relaxed lollygagging of the· 
Methodist congregation as·they disperse on 
Sunday morning; the parking lot of the "Club 
Roma" in 1925; the youthful exuberance of a 
road trip in two ofDeWitt's first automobiles 
and even something as simple as a DeWitt 
matron hanging out her wash: 

I hope Mr. Harnish realizes just how much 
these photographs will be appreciated by 
future generations who go to the library to see 
(rather than read) what DeWitt was like 
many years ago. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and one of the 
· area's leading historians. His column appears 

here biweekly. 
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DeW·itt remembered: 

Photo courtesy of Don Hamish 

THE TREADWELL FARM ON EAST MAIN STREET IN DEWITT, ca. 1918. The vantage point of the 
photographer would be standing in the driveway of Chet Church's house looking west across the lot 
where Edith Hayner's new home is now located. This photo is from the snapshot album of Reva 
(Treadwell) Derham, courtesy of Don Harnish. 

Edith Hayner's new home 
.isn't the first on this land 

By KEN COIN 
Something's happe.ning on east Main Street 

in the wooded lot between the Catholic 
Retreat and Edith Hayner's new home. 

Trees are coming down and dirt is.being 
moved: a sharp-eyed excavator might find 
something interesting there besides the rock 
piles and old foundations. This small lot just 
happens to be one of the oldest home sites in 
Clinton County and as the above photo shows, 
it has gone through quite a change in the past 
few generations. It just goes to show how 
quickly we humans can turn a woodlot into a 
building lot and in turn, how quickly Mother 
Nature can reclaim her own. 

Before Capt. Scott put his plat of DeWitt on 
paper there were other platted villages in the 
vicinity. One called Middletown was located 
on the north side of the river and exactly east 
of the old plat of DeWitt. Without putting you 
to sleep with exact legal descriptions of the 
placement of Middletown, just imagine that it 
was roughly the property which now incorpo­
rates the Catholic Retreat, Earl and Esther 
Klaver's farm and the new homes along the 
south side of east Main. 

Middletown did not survive the economic 
panic of 1839 and when the "village" was sold 
by the state for back taxes in 1842, David 
Sturgis, De Witt's first merchant north of the 
river, was one of the buyers at that sale. He 
soon added to this purchase by buying the 
entire east portion of Capt. Scott's platted vil­
lage, which included the lands this .house 
would occupy. Judging by the tax rolls, 
Sturgis built this house (or substantially 
added to it) between 184 7 and 1852. 

When the whistle of the first locomotives 
lured Sturgis to St. Johns in the mid 1850's he 
sold this house to JW Gardner, who used it as 
home base for his large farm. His farm was 
bordered on the south by the river, on the 

north by Cutler Road, on the west by DeWitt 
Road and on the east by the farm now owned 
by Jim Wadel. 

In 1868, Gardner reduced the size of his 
farm by selling off everything on the north 
side of Main Street/Round Lake road. 

The new owners of this old house was the 
family of Orrin and Loran a Pennell. Forty 
years later it passed to their youngest son, 
Mark (John and Marjorie's father) who lived 
there until about 1910 when he built a retire­
ment home at 210 E. Main and sold the farm 
to the Treadwell family. 

It was Charles Treadwell, a thresher in the 
DeWitt area for many years, who purchased 
the house and farm on the north side of Main 
street, with brothers John and Edward 
Treadwell buying the lands along the south 
side. 

Charles and May (Dunham) Treadwell, 
with their two daughters Ila and Reva, lived 
in this house until 1918 when they moved to 
their newly-built stone house on east. Main 
now owned by Chet Church. After that date 
the old house fell into disrepair. What hap­
pened to it? I can't find the answer. As is too 
often the case it's the more recent history I 
have trouble with. It appears in an aerial 
photo of DeWitt of the mid-1920's but after 
that? I've asked many people who remember 
the house and barns being there, then remem­
ber them not being there but don't recall how 
they came to "not be there". Judging by the 
size .of some of the tree& in that lot, I'd.sn:,; it's 
"not been there" fo~'ii. ~el'}ilong'tirrie. ,, .. ,; 1 

As to the farm lands which would la ter 
become the Catholic Retreat, the Sun-alt fami­
ly bought Charles Treadwell's farm in the 
1930's and slowly transformed the rolling 
fields with the planting of pine trees. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt resident and the area's 
primary historian. 
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~ Reva Derham 
· CORUNNA - Reva T. Derham of 606 . 

i S. Shiawassee St., Corunna, died Sunday lb _ 
at the Shiawassee County Medical Care 

l Facility. She was 84. ~ 
~ Born in DeWitt Oct. 9, 1893, to Charles l~ -

and May Treadwell, she married Ray 
Durham Oct. 5, 1912. in Lansing and 
rroved to Corunna 15 months ago . 

Her husband died Nov . 'l'1 . 1957. 
She is survived by sister Ila Treadwell 

of Lansing and several .cousins. 

The funeral will be held 2 p.m. Feb. 8, 
at the Kribs Colonial Chapel, Corunna, t 
with the Rev. John Simpson officiating 

~ and burial in Pine Tree Cemetery, 
Corunna. 

The body will lie in state at the funeral 
home. 

q ~ -.. ~ 
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gn,t C\,Ul,orn 9:Jou Catted 

~J/,e one bo,i Lvhorn you cmed 
CWitli sud, abtdutg fot1e. 

=-ffos bow,d ti,e U101tdi1ous 

sl,tntng pat/1 
CUp lo tl,e /,011ie above. 

CJ/ie hmne Ld,ene joy 

oo,tevell dtt eQQs 
0iUl,elle Qovecl ones but OJtCtlt. 

JOA us lo shone tl,etll i,apptness 
C8eyond tl,e l1eavr,11Qy gale. 
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REV A T . D ERHAM 

DATE OF BIRTH 
October 9 , 189 3 

DA T E OF D EA TH 
!=ebrua ry 5, 19 78 

SERVICES FROM 
K ribs Colonia l Chapel 

Wednesday, Februa ry 8, 19 78 
Two O'Clock 

OFFICIATING 
Re v. John W Simpson 

INTERMENT 
Pine T ree Ceme tery 

Corunno 

( 
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RITES HELD FDR 
MRS1 W~ V~ CASE 

Funeral Services Conducted 
In Lansing On 50th 
Wedding Anniversary 

Dewitt - Mary Eliza, daughter 
of John and Elizabeth Treadwell, 
was born in Cayerger county, New 
York, Sept. 16, 1867. When six 
months old her parents came to 
Michigan, locating in Olive town­
ship, where she always resided until 
her marriage to William V. Case, of 
Dewitt, J uly 11,1888. 

To this union one daughter, Ethel 
L., was born. Mr. and Mrs. Case 
went to Williamston where they Jiv­
ed for 'four years. At the death of 
his mother they moved back on his 
father's .farm to keep house for his 
father. 

Mrs. Case ha'd been in poor health 
for a number of years and seven 
weeks ago she was compelled to give 
up her household duties to be taken 
to the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Albert Young, of Dewitt, where her 
death occurred Saturday morning; 
July 9, 1938. Besides her ·aged hus­
band she is survived by one daugh­
ter, Ethel L., one granddaughter, 
Delma V. Young, of Dewitt; one sis­
ter, Mrs. Armenia Lemm, of Lowell, 
Mich.; two brothers, John Otis 
Treadwell, elf. Pontiac, and Edward 

. Treadwell, of Olive; several nephews 

I and nieces and other relatives and a 
host of friends. 

Her funeral was held from- the 
Wood-Peck funeral home in Lan­
sing, Monday afternoon, July 11, at 
2 o'clock. Rev. George Percival, pas­
tor of the Universalist church of 
Lansing, officiated. Interment in 
the Wilsey cemetery. Her bearers 
were Dan and John Lerg;- Ora An­
drews, Carl Seager, Leon Blizzard 
and William Elwanger. 

Mrs. Case was a member dI De­
witt grange and attended as long as · 
her health permitted her to. Among 
the relatives from away in attend­
ance at the funeral were Mrs. F lor­
ence Stowe, of Chicago, Mrs. Jennie 
Holmes, of Fowlerville, Mrs. Reva 
Derham, of Iron Mountain, and 
other friends from Grand Rapids, 
Lansing, Pontiac, Ovid, Royal Oak, 
Elsie, Olive and Dewitt. 

Her funeral and burial occurred on 
the golden wedding anniversary of 
her marriage, an event they had 
planned to observe Monday, July 11. 

Card of Thanks 
We wish to express our thanks to 

our neighbors and friends and all 
those who assisted us during the 
illness and death of our wife and 
mother, also for the beautiful floral 
tributes.-Wm. V. Case, Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Young, Miss Delma V. Young. 
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. CARL TROUTWINE 

Died at His Home In Watertown on 
I 

Wednesday Evening. , 1 

Carl Troutwlne, or Watertown, who 
has been sick with heart trouble for 
the last six months, died at his home 
on Wednesday morning. Mr. Trout­
wine was a German and came to this 
country 36 years ago, when he was a 
young man of 27. He was 63 years 
old at the time of his death. He leaves 
a wife and three children, Mrs. Paul 
David of Lansing and Mrs. Herman 
Loroff and Hannah Troutwlne who 
are at home. Funeral services will be 
held at 1 o'clock Saturday afternoon 
at DeWitt. 

---------------- -
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.DIES AT 94i 
,,. : . • 't , • .'~:- "\·. :..! ... .:.,_( 

DEATfI :cb:A.ii\i1S ' .. -: 
·EARLY:·.P!ONEER 

, .,.,•·;: ~ • , I' 'i' ,: .............., •' \ •• ~ ' / • , 
'_;<dontLnued from p/1:ge 1), · , 

Mnri:h 26, 1864, ~eavin~ n widow und 
tom· chlldreri. · · ; , . ·. · 
·. 'Novemb~1· '13, ~h67, 'i;l"ie \qas'. un!t'ed 
in manlnge to Miles P. '.I'ro~bridg(: 

, of ,Wayne CQuniy, Michtglm, wtio 
paii;od iiwn.y October 2, 1024, Mm. 
'l'rpJVbrictge was known · throughout 
the township of Olive as · fJ, kind 
dutiful • wife. and a devoted moU1er. 
Her Interest in the schools of her 
section was such that she often vis­
ited them and was alway~ interested 
in the children nnd their sucl:ess !11 

,;,_>:- MRS. M.' F._TIWWitRIDGE 

1 school work; it was always one of 
her pleasures and delight:; to rc­
mcmbc1· ttie chilcln,n with small gifts 
and frequent entertainments. Be- . 
cause of the fact • she became a 
friend of the younger set who in DEATH CLAIMS 

.. · EARLY PIO NEER~ 
, many ways mallifested their Jove for 
J her, beccnnl1.1g her well \Vi:ihcrs up 
fl lo the day ~f her flnal passing. ) 

,·· . -- ., 
·MRS. M. F. TROWBRIDGF.:.f 

AGED 94, SUCCUMBS 
NOVEMBER 18 

\ 
Had Lived On Same Farm 

Olive Township More 
Than 73 Year$ 

In' 

Mrs. Miles F. Trow!)ddge, one of 
Clinton _county's earliest pioneers, 
pnr,sed away Sunday. November 18, 
1928, on the farm in Olive town­
ship which had been h er lwme for 
'mol'C than '7'.l years. Had she lived 
until next February 10th she would 
have been 95 years old. 

:" J."unernl services were held at the 
1:esidence Wednesday afternoon. Rev. 
G. s. Northrup officiated and burial 
was made in Mt. Rest cemetery. 
•',' l~llcn Harger was born in Niagara. 
·cotmty, N. Y., February 10, 1834, ihe 

;daughter or Seel~y nnd Arvilhi. J. 
h-rarger. She came with her family , 
-to ' Mlchigan in 183G, st.:Llling !11 
Waterford township, Oakland coun-. 
. ty. ·: ·0.rwo years later they moved . to 
•West Bloomfield township. 
1,-:' She received her education at the · 
district .schools and at · a select 
school. · ' l•'inishing her school work 

I and receiving- .a certificate, she con-. 
·.ttnucd as 11 teacher u ntil her m"r­
riage to Grover B. Wixom of Ji'arm­
lngton, Oakland counly, September 
i2, 1852. · Mter two years residence 

·qn the farm in Oakland county they 
moved to Olive. township where they 
purchased n. far)'.ll on section eight; 
ber present late residence. · ·: · ·. ,-·;; 

Mr. Wixom l.,1.:ci\1110 I.he iJchO<>l' in.~ 
.spcclor o! "t.llC Ulll'l.lShip and aJ,so , 
township clerk; he tr.ught ,. school-, 
wlnters and gave his thne durlng; 
the summcl·s to clearing o.nd workll1i;:,e 
his fMm. At the breaking out :of . 

·· the Civil War he enlisted in Com, , 
pnny 0. 5th Michigan Cavalry, .b.Ltt' 
·,mS1;ed RWtty from cUsease at Llnc,jJr\~ 

"<<)nerul Hospitnl, wa~hlng-Lon, D . G,;, 
'<,onttnuect on page 2 colmnn 4) ·· · 

· ,: ' ' ..... 

It _ was not uloue the children f 
whom Mrs. Trowllndge looked after,) 
because she w,~s a ti.reless worker 
in the ·neighborhood in look!nr,- i1fter 
the sick 1111d the dl~tn,~sed, glvint,; 
of her tlme und her bounly to ri;­
lieve distress. It \vas her one ·t;•Tea t 
pll!asure .to serve othern; :for this 
she will long be remembered · by 
U1ose who speak for her ne-lghbbrly 

1 benevolences. She was a quiet but 
a devoted follower of the Savior, her 
belief in religion was service. vihl<:);.I 
tJ'ie ·continued until 11ge incapacitat­
ed her . to ·pertcirm what she had 
made a life labor. · • 
·- Sh'e was gentle . it~cl kiiictly' with 
a, pleasant word for all with whom 
she ·came in contact; devoted to her 
family as a trne. wife _"and Jn0ther, 
followin~ _that wl;;e ,injuncti\)n , lald 
down for all of u.s ·to, obscrve ,:it.n 4 
follow that "It u; -more -blesscd~'tci 
give thr;n 'to, 'receive." · · . • ·. ;· , . ' - . . ' . 
· ·she leaves w ,mourn her passing; 

one 'son, l~1:ai1k '.D.. Wfxom, and ,two 
dllt'1~1ters; Mrs. F'rank C. Swali+ and] 
¥.:11i,'. ,.-I' .~'t-tfoot, ~esic\e:> •QJll; gra~q-: 
l_!;(!q1;7."4J• r ?:¥u9p., and one IJfCll~;, 
•ir~1d_~'?,U..\_Lay1renc~ Huot. ,. '_.;.,,\·.t:;. 
~':7,'1""7\"l'i7, c:1,.'t flfrf .c,t ·-L·r: _l;,".; .;':t,:i_~ffi 



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook o f C . Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Lydia Tubbs - July 20 , 1867 - February 25, 1949 

Vincent Funeral Home, 
Rev . C. Harry Moon 
Pallbearers: Sidney 
Smi th , Keith Bolles, 

Mon., February 28, 2:00 p . m. 
DeWitt Cemetery 

Bolles , Therol Jackway , Harry 
Mickie Thuma, Lyman Young. 



~ 

~. ·-:. 
~-;' -··D. C. Tucker died ·at bis home in 
\ ::Lyons, last week. , Hs waa a resident of 
·, )~.iley'. .ruany years. He leaves · a wife, 
·: ,·several cbildren,-◊-ne brother, J oAepb S._ 
,: . Tucker, two sisters. Mrs. Geo. Simmons, 
· of DeWitt, and Mrs. Tom Barton; of 
·Riley, to mourn his loss. His sister, 

. Mrs. Curtis. of Tuscola ·county, was 
. brought to Olit-e and buried four weeks 
ago. Mr . 'rucker was a soldier in the 

::-.- civil war. - - - NONSENSE. 



\ 

Died, Augu1t 20th, 1888, at her home 
In Olivo, Clinton county, Mr1. Lucy 
Tucker-Merchant, at the ripe a11e or 76 
yeara. The dece&dOd lady waa born July 
11th, 1812, In the township or Dryden, 
Tompkin■ county, N, Y,; waa married to 
Hiram Tucker lo lflS3 ; removed to 
Michigan with her family In 1850; !>&­
came a member of the M. K church at 
the llll• of alxteen years and waa always 
found a faithful member. :Five yeara 
ago ahe united with the U. B. church, u 
there waa none or her choeen church lu 
her vicinity, Her life bu been an ovent..­
ful one, full of trlala and hardahlpo, but 
ahe baa ever ·been a true and faithful 
follower of Christ, bearing her hurdena 
without a murmur of complaint, and waa 
ready to go at her l:!avlouu bidding. 
The funeral which waa largely attended, 
waa held at the Grange hall Friday, 
Au11u1t Slat, 1888, and tho remaloa In• 
!erred in a burying ground near Allw,od 
lake, the Rev. John Full olllclatin1, 

Mucuav. 

'-I Cud of 'l'haAll.a. 

To the aympathlsiog neiabbon and 
frlenda who have rendered ouch timely 
and welcome aid during the 10011 and 
fatal illneu or Mn. Lucy Merchant, do 
we tender our alncere and beutfelt 
thank.a. Tns FAMILY. -·-
C\i~J Kep . 

9-lo-(3~~ 

... 



OBITUARY. 
Mary P. Tucker was born Septem­

ber 13, 1847 -at Odego towm,hlp, 'l'ioga 
county, New York, and died O<:tober 
6, 1912. At the age or three years she 
rnove<I with her parents to Wa,shtenaw 
county, Michigan, residing ·there near- I 
ly two yenrs. From there t-hey moved 
to Riley towne,hip where she had since 
res,ided. She wne, married to Thomas 
J. Bar,ton Dec. I, 1866, of the same 
town11hip, moving on the farm whe1·e 
they now reside. To this union four 
children were born, three sons and 
one daughter; two sons,, Charlie and 
Fre<I, departed this life in early child­
hood. -Mrs. Barton w,a s a faithful 
membe,r of the United Ladies' Aid So­
ciety where she will be greatly mlss<id 
and also a member of the Clinton Co. 
Pioneer society. She waflJ loved and 
rcs,pcctcd by all who know her. She. 
was a kind wife, mother, sister and 
fri1md, always obligln-g, ready to lend 
a ·hel1>ing hand In time of need. St\ie 
was a -patient s,ufferer or tuberculos1e, 
being confined to her bed since last 
May, never complaining. Besides hEl'l' 
busiband, one son, Rolla J. Barton, of 
Gran<! Rapids-, and daug•hter, Mrs. Lor­
ena D. Knapp, of Riley, she ls. survived 
by one brother, Joseph S. 'l'ucker, al­
so of Riley township, besides a host 
of other friends to mourn their loss. 
The bereaved f'riends, have the sympa­
thy of all In their great sorrow. We 
know how meaningless are- our worde 
when we try to ,speak comforting 
wordBI. We may weep with the m but 
cannot console. Many times we won­
der why our brlghteait. hop;is are blast­
ed and 04r dear ones taken away. The 
funeral was held at the home Wednes­
day afternoon at 1 o'clock, Rev. Fish­
er, of DeWitt officiating. Interment 
was made In DeWitt cemetery. 

------ - -



THJ 
MRS. JOSEPH TUCKER 

PASSED AWAY AT HER HO'.\lE AT 

MERLE BEACH. 

Mrs. Joseph Tucker died at her 
home near l\lerle Beach Thursday aft­
ernoon, June 6. 

Evollne ~Ierchant was born 1n the 
state of Ney York May 5th. 1840. 
When she was still young her parents 
removed to Clinton county. She united 
with the Baptist church when she was 
twen-ty years of age, always having 
been a consistent member. In 187~ 
she was married to Joseph Tucker who 
survives her. 

They settled at first on a farm eight 
miles south '!ind east of St. Johns and 
nine years ago removed to this city. 
Three children were born, William 
Tucker, whose home ls in Lansing, 
Mrs. Lettie Huguelet of Merle Beach, 
under whose roof the father and moth­
er have for some time made their 
home, and Lucy Tucker who died In 
Infancy. About fh·e weeks Mrs. Tuck­
er suffered a -hard attack of the grip 
from which she never fully recovered. 
One wee,k before her death pneumon­
ia set in. 

She w-a~ a kind and Indulgent wife 
and mother, a good nelg(bor and a 
true friend. The funeral services 
\Ye re held Sunday, June 9, at DeWitt, 
Rev. Hayward officiating and the re­
mains laid to rest In the cemetery at 
Dev"\"itt. Besides her husband, child­
ren and grandchildren, there -ls one 
sister, Mrs. George Smith of Grand 
Ledge. 

Those who attended the funeral 
from a distance are Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Smith and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gra­
ham of Grand Ledge, Mrs. Mae Zlesse 
of Lake Odessa, Mrs. Hattie Madden 
and children Clyde and Hazel of De­
troit, Mrs. Olga Throope of Ithaca, 
Mrs. Herbert Powell of Lyons, Mrs. 
J. T. Wood and daughters Lucy and 
Estella of Fowler, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
JI. H. Curtis and son Frank of Lansing, 
l\fr. and l\Irs. Oscar Curtis and child­
ren Dee and Ella and Mr. and Mrs. 
J'ay Curtis and daughter Irene of Ben­
gal. 



Obituary. 
El\1,a · J. Tompkints WR!l born in 

Newstoo.d, N. Y. , .Ton. · 17, 1839. She 
w,ts married to Samuel Tucker, als,, 
of New Yorl{ ~l11tc DI)<'.. 11th. 1R5(). In 
the yertr o[ 1866 ~he acco mpanied h"r. 
huslrnnd lo DeWitt 1.0W"(lRhip. They 
pt1rchn.8ed n farm two nnd one -hn.lC 
111.i les• so11then.et of DeWitt v.lllai,c. TJ1 is 
farm then was n.lmost an entire "il<l­
emesf!, lJnt lJ:v hard work nRd pers<'­
verence the forest soon gave way to 
we ll cultlvated fie l sd OJJd sulJstauUal 
bull(l!n,gs were erected. J11 t he y~ar 
or 1905 they sold their (o.rro to their 
oon, Fred, nnd decided to \Ive the rest 
or thei r <lay& w1tb more en.11e and Jcl,-

1 ure. so they bought a pleasant ho1r<e 
ln DeWitt village wliere she has s1n~e 

! reslde,rl Mr. Tuck.er passed aw::iy 

I May 28, 1912. Had Mrs . . Tucker lived 
one week 1nore her derttli. woul<l lmve 

l
occurrerl on the sam1i date or bis, •.m!y 
two years later. 

Mrs. Tucker wo!'! a very industrious, 
lrnrdworkln i,; wom;in. Never content­
ed lo Idly Alt and fold her htu1ds ~he 
1w11s n k.Jnd wi(c, mo1bcr, f rlcod an(] . 
neJghbor nod wn.s loved by all. None , 
knew lier but to love her, none named 
her but to prai&B. '1-kr molt-0 was, · ·l( 

1
You cannot sr,£ak wcll of a ~r:.ion, · 

_r,peak not of them at all'' There wne 
I very few peroons but what she 
6aw some good In and alwayR had an 
excuse for a ll faults. Aunt Elim, as · 
Rhc wa.s, familiarly c.allcd, always 
Rf){lke .. wcll or nil and evil of none, Tler 
rellgioo consh,tcd In ooing by otlJ ~rs I 
as you would have lhcm clo bl' you. 

I
' She w111 be greatly missed by all, 1ure­
J,, she h11.s helped ma.kc the world 
brLp.;Mer and tlelter by her having liv-

1 

e<l in It. 
Mro. Tucker waa 11. charter mcmllcr 

of the order of U1e 0. K s. or DeWitt, 

lalfl<> n member of the ClJnton County 
Pioneer S-Ocle.t.y. Four aone we re born 
to Mr. n.nd Mns·. Tucl1~r: J.<~ronk, who 
rlled severnl yeors n.l?:Q; Co..~slus, of 
J'.nrtello; :r:nrl and F'red, of DoWltt. 
She Is al-so 811rvlve,-J ·by two sisl !'rs, 1 
MTI!. A•1~ustn u. ntood or PottervlllP., 
and ·Mra. S11.roJ1 McMlllan of 'Jre<::n, 
Kansas, and one gran ddnughter, J\11,s 
Ethel 'fucker, of Pnrtello, besides a 
Janie circle of other relatives 11.ntl 
friends. Sho bad been gradually fail­
ing for n long time [rorn n com ~Hcn­
tion of dtseases hut bore up o.s Jong 1 

as- possible and bore her sufferings r,a­
ti enlly. She was ready 11nd wllllng to, 
nnswcr the co.Ii to come up hl11:ber, thy 
work la <lone. Sho J)!lRBed n.way wlth-
0 11t a Klrug~le Thursday night, ~lay 
~1.Hl. 1911. ' 

H e r funerol wn.i; h eld at the J\f. B. 
('.hureh Su ncloy nftcrnoon, Rev. C:. Jr'. 
:F'isher, oITTclaU ng. The cbur('.h W'I.S 

,Wdl Oiled with l.iYll1Plll.h lzin p; frienns 
'11J11! nnl1rhllorri. Thn cn11krt wn11 cov­

' ir.red nnd surrounded with bBa,111.i~nl 
tlowP.rs from h er friends nnrl neigh­
llJors. She was l aid to r cist in DeWitt 
'(-rmetery. The or<ler of the 0 . l·J. S. 

l
~:>ok chn.rg-c or the · services ::i.t Lho 
1grave. The frieucls frorrn :Lway who 1 

1lflttended the funeral wore Mr. aud I 
1
lllrrs. Cash Tucker and daughter, gth,i ;, 

l
iand lr rnnk Hoag of Partr llo·; · Mrs- J 

'Augusta U. Blood, Mr. nnd Mrs . . Tny 1 
lr.rcen of Pottervill e aa d Mrs. i\fal,l,;: 
,'l'rop.;rn.m for June 27: Opening $CJD!!,\ 
(Main or I ,~nsing. 
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DeWitt-~ .Yesterday and Today 
......._ By Faye Hanson ~ 5(1(7't 

THE EA RL TUCKER SLAUGHTE R HOUSE wh i ch was l ocated 
on Turnor Road on the farm owned In recen t y~drS 
by Del Rose and now In the hands of a g r oup of men 
Qho hope to turn It Into a go l f . cou r se , It I s sci. II 
ref erred to by residents of l ong standi n g as ' ' Bone 
H!ll" ,.This pict u re was loan ed to t he li brary by 
Arnold Tucker, who grew up i n DeW i tt and I~ the 
descendant qf early DeWitt pion ee r.s. He now res ides 
in Grayling, j 



Historic hotel building up 
for sale in De.Witt 

BYKENCOIN 

While I don't intend for this colwnn to become a 
glorified classified ad, the "For Sale" sign which 
recently sprouted in the yard of the Klaver house 
has caused an amazing amount of interest. The 
DeWitt community may well want to sit up and 
take notice for a very unique historic landmark is 
at stake and the fact that it is located in our own 
"Historic DeWitt" makes us all a little responsible 
for its future. 

This imposing yet unpretentious structure at the 
corner of Webb and Bridge in what is now DeWitt 
was once the old "DeWitt Hotel" of New Albany vil­
lage. Smother~d _in early county history, it predates 
most any building in central Michigan arid it's 
unquestionably the oldest structure in Clinton 
County. 

The '.'paper village" of New Albany was pur­
chased m 1836 by George T. Clark, a speculator in 
Albany, New York. In 1838 he .took the first steps 
toward developing his village by hiring as his resi­
dent agent, Milo H. Turner ofRocheste; New York 
w_ho then came here with a large stock ~f merchan: 
d1se and opened the first store. Turner's main pur­
pose, however, was to promote and develop the 
town of New Albany and sell village lots on Clark's 
behalf. . I 

During his first year here, Turner leased the ' 
newly completed saw mill on Prairie Creek from 
Hiram Wilcox and began construction of the 
"DeWitt Hotel". Turner was soon joined by his 
brother, Jesse Foote Turner, and together they 
completed the building of the hotel on what was 
then called "Rochester Street". 

When finished, the hotel was a monstrous 
accomplishment for its time and place. The original 
two-story portion, a post and beam constrnction 
measures 40 by 32 feet and has a large one story eli 
to the rear which was added sometime later (per­
haps merely 140 years ago!) The simple floor plan 
features a wide central hall with an open walnut 
staircase. On the east side were two large parlors 
connected by wide double doors; the front "Ladies 

· Parlor" being noticeably more elegant with fine 
woodwork. On the west side was the tavern room. 
This hotel, like the later Clinton House, ·was not a 
tame "temperance tavern": it was annually licensed 
by the township to serve "spirituous and intoxicat­
ing liquors". 

On the second floor were three large "chambers" 
and three smaller rooms, all connecting. Under­
stand that in pioneer times renting a private room 
was, if possible, cost prohibitive. Lodgers did not 
rent rooms, they rented a space, in a bed, often with 
a stranger. When county court was in session, or 
when the county supervisors were meeting, bed 
space in DeWitt was at a premium. It was also 
recorded that in 1847, when the capital was moved 
from Detroit t.o yet-to-be-built Lansing, legislators 
and state workers swelled DeWitt hotels beyond 
capacity. 

The exterior of the hotel was finished with clap­
board siding (an unheard of luxury in the 1830's) 
with only one architectural element, a finely crafted 
side-lighted doorway with reeded pilasters, capped 
by a segmented lintel of Greek-key panels. A simi­
lar side-lighted entrance (of more modest design) is 
located on the south end of the hall. 

When the first stage coaches bwnped and rum­
bled through the interior of Michigan in 1839, it 
was here that travelers stopped for lodging and 
food. To the pioneers then traveling along the Pon­
tiac-Grand River Trail who were accustomed to 
crude shanties along the route, this hotel at New 
Albany m1,1St have appeared as a palace in the 
wilderness when they emerged ihto its clearing 
from the surrounding forests. 

By 1847, village owner George Clark came to 
Clinton County, bringing with him his wife Jane 
and two young children, and took up residence in 
the hotel. But in May of 1849, both George and 
Jane Clark died within days of one another. The 
settling of their estate was by far the largest and 
most complex undertaking the young Clinton Coun-

ty Probate Court had yet faced. Appraised, the 
estate was estimated at excess of$10,000 (a fortune 
in 1850!) 

An inventory of the hotel, taken at the time, 
gives an interesting lo_ok at how the former hotel 
must have been furnished during and before the 
Clarks' residency. Among the outstanding features 
of the inventory are 45 chairs, seven looking glass­
es, six beds and a surprising amount of carpeting. 

The auctioning of Clark's real estate began on 
Jan. 22, 1850 at the courthouse steps on East Main 
street. Milo H. Turner bought much of the property 

Continued on page 11 



:Coin! Preserving Hotel's heritage 
,·/;;:..•'7·?.•·:··· ··.:•."· ; • .. . .-~-::·-·;: . . ~.. .• •... •' · \ . . . 

Co~fi~yed_f(o~'t>,age 5-i~-} Jield; of c~iifornia; iI~• have-been changed; the 
aqj~cefit,: ic{ ~th~-.· ;milt· ;'remained ther~ .. three mill complex, .long vari­
complex _ ori Prairie . years, returning to his ished and-the su.m>und­
Creel(; and :<-: Caroline -· wife and children with, ing._ land is quickly suc­Turne:r (his• wife) .was • .. says; his. obituary, "~ cumbing to .. the 
highest bidder for the · snug fortune". In 1854· machines .of · modern 
hotel, some village lots he purchased the hot?l dev.elopment. Of New 
in · New, Albany: . and -. from VanScoy and,_ this Albany , in .1838, , of 
some ' acreage "to ;•fhe .com':°"odious ·-·.-building DeWitt and all ofClin­
south. , Althoygh __ the _, wrupu.5~ what he_ neede4 ton·. County, ·oniy the 
Turners,::,- ·.· purchased • for . hl.s,_ceqµally large DeWitt Hotel, a chance 
much .of the , estate to .. family. lie had, at the survivor- remains as a 
add . to . their already · . time; six children, plus sile_nt . monument .and 
substantial . land .hold-· . his · wife . Susan'_s four sole. ~thess to the · past 
ings and business· enter- children by lier previous · 150-plus years of Michl-

. prises, they had. by this marriage. He acquired · gan's transformation 
date;~ :a1t :·6iit:-'left the .·. more -:a<;reage itf _the , from -Aivildet'Iless_,tepi­
beckoning-· .calf of the vic_inity of the : hoj.ise; · tori, to a n:iodeni itate. 
Qalifortrla , ·gold fields . bull~;. ba,rn,s, .- vlahted ,-~e~• aren't mapy 
wher~ · they _·eventually ?~ds ~d:e"'.entqaj]y ~-l.'41~gan:- towns tqat 
-be~e PA,rnianent ~et~· , .imp~v-?d--1t I~to-~n~ pf ~~-boas~ a 156-year·~1a 
tlers . . _ .: · / · , . . ,.cth? showpl_ace _'farms of.~ stagec~ii:ch_ stop. And 

In April of.1851 Cai-: ,. ,CJinl;o~ CQI.IP.ty•:,; ·, , : , . ~though) t needs a lot 
oline . ~~,;,~ sold . the ' '. ~ , '~Ji !8.?~; ;M.~Ii ~tired" : of atteiltiC>n it'd. be a pf~ 
hote,l . and .. SUITOtindiilg · fro1:'1 fa,rm1n'g :~nd ·sold · · _if ."Hiswric De Witt" did~ 
l~d -:.;1ftr ~:' c :'Rdwiai11Ji. •':il?-e''h0!]11W.and farm ,to:: •: n'~"lmow_,what.a ge~: ;it 
V~ScQy; ,i~<i,far,mer o( h1:1.sp.~ :.S~~Y~-~te,r. "'??• _ - - ... , 
so1;1them De~itt TQ'IV_Jl~ .,~with., ~ :'-,p:e·~ - Jl~de __ ,_9{ 
ship. VanScoy· moved - o~y two.months; (~en- .. 
his ,family .:-to-:;ihe hotel-~ ~e . ~ r.) iyoxed mto _ . ! 
but remaµie_d ,_op.Iy· 1 a· -_._the : );19.~e.:-- _ .~piopgh 
short tinie before mov- ·they hall !)-O' clril'dren to 

. ing to Ma pie_ Rapids. ,A°.:' fill it, 'they. continued to 
· c4ance survivor from -; make:it•theµ-··f~_home 
the VanScoy ownership : · ~or. ov¢:i;-_30, years, se~g. 
is. a gold-embossed invi- it m 1~08 to Frank _and 
tation to a grand Wash- Pauline "Polly''. (Yanz) ._ 
ington's Birthday.celes Klav.ei-. The historic old 
bration· "At the Assem- home has remained in ­
bly Room of Rowland S. the Kl~vet family since 
VanScoy", February 22, that_ ·t11¥e, eventually 
1853. The. admission passmg into the owner­
was $1.75 · but it . ship of their son Charlie 
promised "Good Music and:his ·wife Mable': 
will be iri Attendance". The name of New 

In 1850 Henry Moon.- Albany is now a unique 
also _ made the - haz- oddity in DeWitt. The. 
ardous trip to the gold names of its streets 

had until after it was 
·gone. 

Ken Coin is a resident 
of De Witt and the area's 
primary h istorian. 
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Ropr~,nt1tivo of the PiO:noer hy­

aician of MichigJn: 
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111• \\"a"' r,•r ~IM1)' , · 1•nr!'II a 11J..1~w•• \Ian 

Mml l"h,-.. 1.-1 .. 11 .. r 1.,u, .. 11,J-,,·~ .. 
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Dr. Chttrl.-4 Turner died Jc. 8 o' look: 
hut ovenlDJC uf ltPart ft1U1lre at hill 
home, :HO lbdlKOo 1trPot ~•~,t . ioce 
fa111og ott the l~e 94'•er•I 1'Mt:11 a.ro. 
w tieD be lujor«l b l111 hip, be ,.,. 'I in 
a critlcal coaditloa, 011 aCCc,\1nt o hlll 
ad•anced a,(e. The funeraU · wl bi 
·beld at the rolldeuce at 2: au Q' loc:k 
\Omffl'Ow aherooon, Rn. Lf, B. 8 ,ell 
otno\a\ln,:. 

Chai.. Ta~er wu hnra at ~; ia, 
M. 'Y'.,;J~•- I, 182-1. lie wuta r 
pb7alclan ot- ibuo part of )llblo ,d 
aa actl~ bo1lnta man lo tbei 11 
or t..eliog. J le eame ot w 
Eoglud ,toot. hi• anc · 01 
ramou aloas polltlca.l and al 
l1atl for aenen.tion1 la tkt' · ■d 
re,·oh1ttonary llm• of ti. 
••d OC.aect!cut, wltien tbe t 
at: Sclta.■le, Kua., ta 182d. er 
wu Ckputa. Franoll s,u u 
Eut l■dlN - · oapl&ln, 28 1•• ■ ■■tied hom N•" Lon • 
UcuL He cam.: to ll1cb.i • 
Mllllq at Lim■, Wuhto y, 
Wllb bb wile and famlu' 1· 
dre■, and died l hen in 1 7 
&he f•mllr Nmo-.ed co 14.as 

Okarl• i.a 18+.,. ha-.ia at 
Muon, be,ru tbe •tu.dy oe 
wt,h Dn. Singer and Phe u 
appolated. ••der • aheritr m 
ooun&7 lo 18-1-4, eervlng u r 
~ of UH.7. wh.eq ·he Le/t e 
CSHelaqd llt9dlcal Colle« e 
oblalned • dogne In !&Ill, aqcl ocat <I In 
Dewitt:, tben the eount7 Hit r 01 1:1to11 
coontr, Ja Jsr,o lie wu ele,c ed • eirift' 
of Ollatoa. 00011ty. bein.- lb. nt big 
eleoted th•re lo ■e&rly 80 1ea at &be 

°'J:nl:~~•..:fo:i:~::~•J b altb )tr. 
~.:.;atl;i'b~ .. l.::r n1 °'!r "':~~ 
Amert..,. l!odlcal board, r 
L&ddiag a& p....,. bo 

::iex:r::i •=~ 
modlclu I■ Si-tab. torri 
lho Sll""bb . ~hlpo, bl■ co 
oou-,atped by lho H 
Oorwla; 'AmHican coo••• 

•!d =::;i~· .. 
o,-·er 800 OIMri of chola 
feYu. At Su Franoboo 
uo....,. oenlfloat.e wltltoa. 
by Ill~ Ameriou Mod.I 
oomplij1u,~led bha °" 
reoord 1Dad• ak Pa.am&. 

He ~llood medlclH 
loWbl of Pl&lrlo Olly aad , 

~.;, :~:;:.~ ~~ 
J866, u &b• :old KunJ"'M X...••• Ctloton ' aounty, ile 
10 l(loo EUu.Muroe. 
o.acl'.Barrld P°'kff ll 
11> Grand Lo4p, ){r. Tun,e 
llif 4r;f' ,r09d.t bUID .... '!'I 
eao· • troa:· · JSM lo ~•u,~~: ~ID 
wllb. l'Mllc -,_ u,ajor; b7 
ODl11, ~ap~l~lm~t 
PN!Or M loo dld !'°' kpow i 

rJ:t~ -=~~~ 
~~Iii.. "'t''rlalk>ll · w 
. S. ·WU' ·cm• ' Ume 
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Turner, Silas 

Abstract from obituary- St . Johns News, Mar. 9 , 1911 p . 6 

Silas Turner, born Trenton, N. Y., Oct. 2,1835, came to Michigan in 
August of 1865. Married Miss Mary E . Luther in 1861 , she died in 
New York. He was again married , July 3, 1868 to Miss Emma Howe of 
Olive. Three children: Ethel, Evaline and Mary. Evaline died in 
infancy. Silas died at his home in Olive, March 5th . Resident of 
Michigan 46 years . 
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Munroe family makes trek from New York to DeWitt 
Family 
eventually 
settles in 
Eagle 

By KEN COIN 

In the spring of 1836, 
Jesse and Harriett (Park­
er) Munroe, along with 
Harriett's brother, Hiram 
Parker, took a rather 
unusual trip .which would 
later have a great impact 
on the history of this 
region. 

The Munroe's left their 
five daughters and two 
sons at their farm on the 
Batavia Road east of Buf­
falo, N.Y. and took a horse­
back ride of dynamic pro­
portions. In search of a 
new home they rode west 
through Ohio and on into 
Indiana. Not finding any­
thing to their mutual lik­
ing they continued on into 
lllinois and further yet into 
Wisconsin; still nothing. 
They purposely avoided 
the Michigan territory. 
They had seen enough 
"Michiganders" who had 
returned to New York, 
"their sallow complexion 
and tales ... of shaking wi th 
fever and ague." 

The travelers decided to 
conclude their wa ndering 
with "look through Michi­
gan, the one state they had 
no idea of settling in when 
they left home ... Much to 
I.heir s urpri se, they found 
the s t ft te sa t isfactory." 
They continue d north to 

the Grand River Valley 
and there the Munroes 
and-Hiram Parker each 
found what they had been 
looking for; the Munroe's 
in Clinton county and 
Parker in Ingham. 

Jesse was "captivated at 
first sight" with the mag­
nificent forests, reasoning 
tht\t "land which supported 
such growth of trees would 
raise anything (he) plant,. 
ed. There were the black 
walnut, butternut, hickory, 
black cherry, bird's eye 
maple, curled maple, suga~ 
maple, silver-leaf maple, 
beech, basswood, 
sycamore, ironwood, white, 
black and bur oaks - many 
being three and four feet in 
diameter." 

Returning to New York 
and disposing of their farm 
there, Jes se and Harriett 
Munroe prepared their 
family for the tedious jour­
ney to their new home in 
the Michigan Territory. 
Two hired men were sent 
overland to drive the stock 
through Ohio and up to 
Detroit while the family 
wi th one additional hired 
man traveled "up the 
la ke", from Buffalo to 
Detroit aboard the little 
steamer "Robert Fulton". 

"Detroit was very disap­
pointing to the older mem­
bers of the family a very 
uninteres ting town... The 
buildings were low and 
very unpretentious, ri ght 
clown in the mud, a small 
old French town." The lake 
group and the overland 

group met there and pro­
ceed on through the fron­
tier. 

"The first day out of 
Detroit (they) went only 10 
miles. The road was simply 
terrible. There were places 
where there were half a 
dozen tracks where differ-
ent travelers had endeav­
ored to get around the deep 
mud holes, but each one 
seemed equally bad. The 
wagon wheels would sink 
below the hubs." 

By early October the 
Munroe party reached the 
Scott settlement at DeWitt. 
The Scott's "were prepared 
to take care of travelers, 
having a double log house 
provided with appetizing 
food." The log hotel men­
tioned here was located -in 
the middle of the block 
bounded by Main, Scott, 
Bridge and Washington 
streets. 

Harriett Munroe and 
her five daughters s tayed 
on at Scott's for the next 
three weeks while J esse 
and the men went on into 
Eagle to construct the fam­
ily's log house. The size of 
the Munroe cabin was so 
unusually large for its 
wilderness setting that a 
curious neighbor, who fol­
lowed the sound of the con­
struction through the 
dense forest , asked upon 
discovering it, "Are you 
intending to keep hotel?" 

At the end of October, 
J esse returned to Scotts to 
collect his family and tnke 
them to their new home in 

Eagle township. "The rains 
had raised the Looking 
Glass River so that it could 
not be forded, we were all 
taken across the river in 
an Indian canoe. A pole 
was used instead of a pad­
dle." 

And so, the five Munroe 
girls, ages 3 to 18 years, 
left DeWitt, for the time 
being. But they'd be back. 
In the meantime they were 
off on an adventure in 
their new home where 
"each one found something 
interesting" and each left 
their mark on the history 
of mid Michigan. 

Note - the quotations 
used in this piece are all 
those of the Munroe 
women, several of whom 
later wrote of their pioneer 
experiences. In the next 

installment I'll expand on 
who these Munroe girls 
became and why they had 
so much to say about the 
history of this area. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt 
resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. His col­
urnn appears euery other 
week in this newspaper. 
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Coin continues story of De Witt's Munroe sisters 
By KEN COIN 

In the last installment, 
its autumn of 1836 and the 
Munroe sisters, their 
brothers and parents are 
leaving Scott's hotel at 
DeWitt and being ferried 
across the Looking Glass 
River by Indian canoe in 
the last · stretch of their 
journey to their new home 
in Eagle township. 

Marion, the eldest sis­
ter, became a teacher for 
the neighborhood school. 
She was also recruited by 
her uncle, Hiram Parker to 
teach near Mason at a set­
tlement called J efferson 
City. 

Her travels between 
Eagle and Mason tock h~r 
on·a route along the Grand 
River, including the site 
where Lansing would later 
be established. A favorite 
resting spot for her was 
the high bluff on the north 
bank of the Grand and she 
often rested her horse 
there dreaming of someday 
having a lovely home hlgh 
above the river. 

She married a Mason 
merchant, James Turner 
in 1843. The couple lived 
at Mason until 1847 when 
the state capital was 
moved from Detroit to 
Lansing. They then moved 
to the new town of Lansing 
and built a small house 
(pictured here) on a s ite 
purchased several years 
earlier. Marion had plant­
ed trees on the site antici­
pating her eventual resi­
dence. It was, after all, 
only a few hundred yards 
south of the high bluff that 
she dreamed of years earli­
e r. 

James Turner pros­
pered as a me rchant and 
land agent in Lansing and 
outlying communities. He 
became actively involved 

in many business enter­
prises including plank 
roads and railroads. In 
time, the Turner's pur­
chased Marion's bluff to 
the northwest of their 
home and later built an 
impressive brick home 
which still stands as the 
nucleus of the Turner­
Dodge mansion in North 
Lansing. 

James Turner died in 
1869 at the young age of 
49. Marion continued to 
live in their home on the 
bluff for nearly 50 more 
years; saw its transforma­
tion into the mansion we 
see today and died in 1912. 

Betsey, also an early 
school teacher in Clinton 
and Ingham Counties, was 
the first Munroe girl to be 
recruited to teach at the 
Jefferson City settlement. 

In 1840, while teachlng 
at the Waterloo settlement 
(Wacousta), she married a 
local miller, Parker Web­
ber. They moved to DeWitt 
in 1848 -and purchased the 
Stowell home at the north­
east corner of Main and 
Franklin and converted it 
into a "Temperance Tav­
ern". Selling the tavern in 

1850 they purchased the 
DeWitt Grist Mill on 
Prairie Creek and also the 
former New Albany Store 
(110 E. Webb Dr.) which 
was converted into their 
family home. Parker Web­
ber became DeWitt's 
miller, a position he kept 
about twenty years until 
his death. 

Although she retained 
owner ship of the DeWitt 
mill (even after it burned 
in 1902), Betsey moved 
about 1880 to Lansing 
where she remained until 
her death in 1912. 

Harriett was also a 
teacher in Clinton and Ing­
ham counties. In 1849 she 
married John W. Longyear, 
an attorney who had come 
to Mason from New York in 
1844 and had resettled in 

Lans ing when it became 
the capital. 

Longyear was one of 
Lansing's earliest and 
most successful lawyers. 
He was elected to Congress 
in 1862 and reelected in 
1864. Following an 
appointment to the U. S. 
District Court in 1870, the 
Longyears moved to 

Detroit but following 
Judge Longyear's untimely 
death in 1875, Harriett 
returned to Lansing where 
she died in 1917. 

Ad~lia married Daniel 
L. Case, an attorney and 
merchant who had estab­
lished himself at Lansing 
in 1847. Case became 
involved in politics by 

be ing elected to the State 
House of Representatives 
in 1850. In 1858 he was 
elected to his first term as 
Michigan's Auditor Gener­
al. 

Throughout the Civil 
War he was actively 
engaged in enlisting troops 
in the Lansing area. It is 

See Munroe, page 32 
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Constructed at Mason, but shipped to North Lansing where tt was assembled, the first 
home of James and Marion (Monroe) Turner, located near the corner of Turner and Clinton 
streets, is said to have been the first frame house in Lansing. Ca. 1910, Emery Hamilton, 
photographer. 

Monroe 
Continued from page 9 

also noteworthy that C~se 
along with two of his fel­
low brothers-in-law, James 
Turner and John Longyear 
were the founders of the 
Michigan Female Institute 
(also known as Miss 
Roger's Institute), a 
woman's college located 
where the School for the 
Blind now stands. 

Unlike her other sis­
ters, Adelia died relatively 
young in 1887 at the age of 
55. Her husband died in 
1898. 

Eliza, the youngest 
went to Lansing about 
1847 to live with her older 
siste·r Marion. She later 
married Dr. Charles Turn­
er, a younger of Marion's 
husband. 

Dr. Turne r had estab­
lished his first practice in 

DeWitt in 1848. He also 
dabbled in politics, being 
elected Clinton County 
Sheriff in 1850. He mar­
ried Eliza Munroe in 1855 
after his r eturn from a 
three year excursion to 
Panama and the California 
gold fields where, it was 
said, he made a sizeable 
fortune. 

Dr. Turner was involved 
in several different busi­
ness enterprises in Lans­
ing (often in connection 
with other family mem­
bers). In 1876, in partner­
ship with his nephew 
Amos Turner, they con­
structed the "Union Block" 

) 
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a series of five brick stores 
still standing in the 1200 
block of Turner Street in 
N. Lansing. 

About 1880 the Turners 
came to DeWitt where Dr. 
Turner resumed his med­
ical practice. 

In 1887 he retired and 
they returned to Lansing. 
Dr. Turner died there in 
1901 and Eliza, the last 
surviving Munroe girl, 
died in 1919. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's 
leading historian. His col­
u,nn appears twice month­
ly in the DeWitt-Bath 
Reuiew. 

c\ ..., 
:z. 
" '') 



ll/ill'/'/"f'-.1\t,,_ 111111 llt,-8_ 1/o /,. 
t•1·t ( '1,~il<•k of rura, nc•Wi/1 

a111101u1e1; l/11, e1Ii;:.ii;,·111<'11t (){ 
111..-; ,- 1l1111t-:J,1.er , Haw,, 1\rJ,•ne 
/o ,J,uue.~ 'l'rvi/d1eJJ, Sl)IJ IJ( /1,J ,:: 

a,111 Mrs. i,folc:o /m 'l'wiielwJJ 
1Vaeo11,;1.,,. 1\11 .·lug. l Wf'clcI/

11

g 
f/;1fo ha.~ l>eclJ s1·t . .. _ ______________ --....... ______ -

I 


