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Story of pioneer's trip to DeWitt 
On Aug. 25, 11J77, at a baskd picnic of the Clinton 

County Pioneer Soclt:ty, Mrs. Oliva (Stowell) liukcr 
reud uloud II long essay Lo the crowct of pioneer 
families which ltad gathered on lhe lntllun Green at 
DeWitt. Her ornllon lucludect many ol her ow11 per­
w1111l experiences, us well us a recounting of lier fuml­
ly'!l ltrduouti journey from LIie st11te of New York to 
U1e wildernei;s of Mlchlgun Lcrrlwry. 

Tile following Ill an excerpt from her speech: 
"ln May, lU:10, we CUIIIIIICtlCljd Lile journey !11 com­

pany wltll lwo other fumllles, nelghl.Jors, tuklug the 
wagon route through Canada, traveling with LIie heavy 
lumberl.ng wagons used 41 yean; ago. We were 21 days 
day:i making U1e journey to Aun Arbor, a1\d of the :ll; 
It mined 15. Our party numbl!rcd 17 pert.ons, Including 
children of au uge1,. 

"We crossed the Niagara ltlver ut Lewiston, a few 
miles below tile falls on a ferry propelled by horse 
power; unct here commenced the hardships that only 
ended with yearti of loll and prlvullon:i Lo thot:.e futhcrs 
und mothen;. I remember one ctay In purtlcuJur of tltut 
journey, child a.s l was, we truvelcd where Lhc country 
wus so Hal lhut the road wati under water, except the 
brush und polcli lhut had been thrown In from time lo 
time, lht!reby making It burcly pa:;slble. As U\e heavy 
wheels of our wagons rolled a nd crushed along the 
catibh and others of the finny trll>c which with the 
high water, had floated up trom Ule lakes und rivers, 
cume to U1e surface, some torn 1111d bleeding while 
others tied in terror to deeper waler. 

"A little fur ther on, one o! the horses tired out nnd 
laid down In the harne:;s; u11d soon after lhls trouble 
was removed, we reuchcd what sce111ed an lntpus~11.Jlc 
barrier. The road iuld deep under wt1tcr and a bridge 
was gone, having lcfl nol even a landmark by which a 
i;trUll!!er might be !!Ulded, Uul horo loo, WO !ound help 
In u lime of need, a:; bcture. Severul men wc1·e sl1,Llo11-
ed near, whose I.Justness It was Lo luli.e the lines know­
Ing the way to drive out Into the lake, reuchln~ 'a su!e 
landing. I rerncrnber that father preferred to keep the 
'Jines In hh; own ltunds and follow lhe pilots tor he suid 
hl:i horses knew his voice aud would ol>cy him I.Jest. H 
wus water ovedwad and water underfoot. Even the 
god of day seemed wading jn waler. and al lust tfrop­
pect down in lhe west, out oJ sight Into a watery bect. · 

' '.l thluk the bright antlclpulions of the elders of our 
little Jmnct must have Deen i;orncwhal dimmed oy Lllls 
te<llou,; journey In a strungc Jund, urnongst 1:1lru11gc 
luces und cu.stoms, know111g U11.1t the end ruust be 
strunger spll. Wtj curried our pi:ovlslonll with us, as 
was the custom, slopping at traveler'i; houses or Inns 

. :·· !or Lhe nights, olltal11l11g lodglnl!:S a11d Lhe privilege 
of scLl11t!! our food u1wn lhelr Lal.Jlci;, unct muklni,i our 
own ceu und coffee, Ulcreuy dining upon many lux­
uries lhul we could not ltu ve found at hotds even In 
Cunudu ut that lime. At last we rcucl\ed Wlndoor, Luk­
lnit the ferry for Dclroll. Al llwt lime, aa I remember, 
Detroit wu::; a gloomy, muddy, l•'rench vlllage. 

' 'A few miles more and we r-euclte<.1 Ann Arlior, the 
place of our deslluatlon. Thal beuutHul city of ioduy 
wus but a s111ull Inland village tlit:11, ctlvlllcd L>y u 
lilllUll bell of lorciil, and oullcd upper and lower town; 
anq where now s tands the groat h_ull::1 of learning, I 
guthercd the wild berries. We su,yed through the i;um-
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mer. It wus u very sickly SCU!iOn uncJ we 1;oo11 mudo 
the ucquul11t1111ce ol him who culled lllutocll ·abuc.' We 
did uot like this s tru,1ger, but he proved lo t>e one of 
Ulc officious clus!l we never can avoid. 

"Fuo1cr ltnally dtcldcd to come lo Clinton County 
and try the eXfH:rlmc11L o! clearing oCf H 11cw furm. 
Having mudc lite uecei;sury Ufflut!(Clllt:IILS he, Ill com­
pany wltll Cupt. Lowry, a heavy l,rnd owner un<l 
iipcculalur, and lwo hired ITlt!n, came on for the pur­
pose of I.Jui.ldlog a houl:ie upon a tract ol wild la11d con­
Lul11tng !JU5 acre:; owned t,y tilt .Id Lowry, sltu,HeiJ four 
m!les casl ol tills village (DeWlttJ, on the liOuth bunk 
of llle Looking Gl1:1s:; !liver. 

"The house w;is flnt;;hed, a tusk lhut did nut requi re 
much mechu11lcal skill, !Jut o vast umount of p,1ticnce 

•lind perservcrance. The body w11s laid up of rough 
log!l, shukcs tor u roof, und not 011cc hoard l11 the 
whole conslruclion. The chimney, l>ulll without jaws, 
was laid up of slicks In mud for m ortur, u:1t.1 way up In 
the flue wu:; pluced u cross pole to wltlch u lug-pule 
wus altuchcd u11d to Lhe lug-poll! was attached a chain 
whc.rc there hung several !run hooks rcseltl l.Jl!ng a 
long letter S upon which we1·e hunt:: the d!1111er pot or 
kettle. 

··w1ten ltte work was thus far completed, father 
came buc.k. after us, illll.1 ugain we commenced LIie. 
journey westward on tlte seventh day of January l!l:17. 
We reached the house of our 111:urcst nult,hlior to lie, 
Welcome J. 1-'urllow. 'l'he cora1al wclco111c exlcu<lcd 
us that 111ght t,y strangers made us feel that w e were 
not deslilule o! humau sympullly, even 111 llit: 
wilderness. Alter ii night's rest anJ u sumptous 
bre11l{li1St, we were curefully rcloudc·c1 Into our sleigh 
for the liist three mile:; or our protracted journey. It 
was a cold mon1l11~ - s11ow deep and no trilcks. We 
wert! oblige(! l1) crus:; lite river ou the Ice, (01· Lhcre 
were no brW1;cs. The Ice, 1llwuys trcuclicrous In the 
Look.ing Glas:; river owing to the ttumcrou:i :iprlni::;j 
·utoug ll!i bunks, lcl one of our Sleighs lhrougl\, doing 
little ctamugc, howevc1·, except In lrl~hlenl11g us. wd­
llnl{ the suit und su~nr, und ctrvwntng lhc cut um.I 
chickens. lt wus a short work to reach the house 
which was buUl on lh.e rlvt:r bunk tor th~ cc:invcnteul:e 
Of WhtCI' . 
· "After four ycurs of toll, futhcr Id! Lhe fur111 with ltti 
!IO ucrc:; of lmµrovcd Jund, l.ntendlng lo ~o Lu Pori.lut H.l, 
but lhrotq~h lilt; 111/lut:ncc ol Cu1H. Scott lte became u 
pt!rmuncnl rc:;1ctcut or this vlllu~e (OcWtll)." 

U1->on lu:; removal LO tl1c vlllhgt! of DeWlll, Dr. 
Stowell built 1.111 lmprcs:,lvc Greek. rcv1vul style home 
nt the norllH!!ISl corner of Mulu und Franklin Slrcel6, 
which In luter years becumt the •·uoslon Hou6c'' 
l\oLel. · 

Ollvu murncd ii youu~ ultorney, Joub Buker, u11d 
for 111any yeunl they llvct.l Ut the home now owncll by 
1!:clw1n Heed al 5o2 S. liridgt!. 
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(_ong•~ago _vete~-~ns -had _ loc·a1 ti~_s :--:-_ -_-
There v-ere many veterans of the v-.-ar of i 8i2 who - . tber is known. · 

came to U-,e DeWitt a rea in lhe early years of ils setlle- .- David Olin Sr. c2me lo DeWitt at an e2rly date, 
men \. Sc.:;,e s~a ~ed b:-iefly before rno\· ing on, oLhers re- reporte-:iiy in 1837. !-i ~ name is fn,que;-illy mentioned in 
r:r,e.ir,ed 2:;d e-.. er,tua!Jy cied here. Several became pro- a: l.ht earl) his!ories o! !.t,is area bu; 2s he had a son by the 
minen! se:Uers while others lived out an obscure life; sam e name il is nei:::-iy impossible to dist inguish who is 
their iorr:-.er mil it ary service unrecorded. · · being credited . David Sr. is credited with bui.Jding the 

ll,Lli~E ;e!e;-a;;s of aD later wars ( wit!': the excep!ion Bapt!sl Meeting Hou.s-e on north Bridge slreet and one of 
of the we~ with J,~exico, 1846--48) ve terans oi tbe War of the early schools at Gunnison's corners. He is a lso listed 
1~12 for:::-ec no !0cal organizations. As a r-esul t , much of among lbe early o,.,·oers of Dc- 'l\"ilt's Clinton House 
the J1f0r::-.2tior. oi these m en's military past bas be-en hotel. He d ied bere OD August 25. 1857, at tbe age of 62, 
forgo(t e1c. Li..ke·,i,.·ise, even many of tbe n;;.mes bave been and is buried i.n the DtWit! cemetery. ~ 
iost. - Henry Chappell (80 spelled Chappel ) is believed t.o 

Ttie fo:i::·.,:ing are ,:c,:ne vetera:::s of Ll-i is .;·ar wbo bsve , ba,·e bee n an early se'.tle, so;.ith 2nd west of De Wil t. He 
a reco;-(i,:--j association wi th early DeWitt. died here on May Z:=- ,1861, at L.'Je ;,ge of 72 and was 

Pe:-b cf~ the most notable veten,n of e arly De Wit( was originaDy buried ir. Ll-ie former Goodrich ceme:ery on · 
. its founder , Capt. David Scott. He was born in L it- _- :. Seba vey road.His g;-He, along with several others, was 

ch.field, C.;:,rin., Nov. 1, 1779, and w as repo;:-ted.!y a cap- · :. removed Lo the De\li;:t cemetery cl a later date . _ 
tain in Lbe 23rd U.S. fofant;-y: He rn ~rried E unice . ~ · James Stid'Jes, 2:: early setUer of soutbE:rn DeWitt . , 
For bes c'. s:-,o,ebam, VL,'in 1801. Tb ey se'. Ued 2.! D e Wit( township, died August 26, j 676, at the age of 79. He is --,;: 
in H:33 ;; ::,d it we~ he,e lha! be died, May 7, 1851. He a::id said {o ha ve b€-en b·..L-ied i.r: lhe Hurd cemetery beside -
his wife ,_~f buried iL the Dei\'itt cemete, :, . his wife Lucy. ·, 

Col. rte-.::-, a s Lee was bom Dec. 20, 1774, iL H:.,dson, -. Dsniei Feq;;c!son J,. (l 7~~-Je~) is believed lo h2ve 
)\' .Y. He: czrne to De Will at a r elatively ea,!y dale but no come to the DeWitt setUemen'. in 1834 "iong wi,h his 
infvrr:.z'.Jo: concerr~-:g bis !i..fe bere bas been confirm - _ falber, Dar,iel Sr. ar:d several brothers. Mo,:\ of this 
ed. His '1'- lfe's □aiden name w"'s AsenaU, Wioa nts cr,d Jar gt family, ir,cJ;;c; ;;-_5 Dar.iel Jr. , e·.-cr,fi;any se([]ed ir1 
they hac ;; ( least or::e so n, George V,'. Lee. Col. Let ci iE:d OlivE: township near Muskrat La,;e. Specific: references 
at DeWi'.l, Dec. 2, 1852, and is bu.rled in the De Wilt to him are confusing due l e, he end his fathe r hc:\'ing the 
cemetery. ,:sme name. He 'll;as prc,'.Jabl y buried in e ither lbe 

Berne .!.!Jen (2lsc, rrcored as B..1rma or Earney .A.lien) Alward or Merrl.hew cemeteries. t..hugh no c·onmcUon to 
wa s borr. in Washing!on Co ., N. Y ., )';ov. 12, J 786 (?). He e Hher hes been localed. 
set!..Jed s.:·~tb and ¼·est of De\\' itt L: 1e37 2.!.r~ \\'2.S 2.mong 
lbe earks! mer.:bers of U,e DeWitt E2;:i'.ist Ctn;rch ir, 
JB-l2. J1e died Ma rch 4, }e..; 7, a n d is buried in the DeWitt , 
c:e:ne!e,:. beside b i.s wife, Betsey (Hc2'...h) hlk r, \:. ho 
ciied ir, i &-; 1. Their son George W. All er, !:>eu.me a pro m i - . 
oent se1 iier of section J9, U1is township. 

The to::.!Jstone c,f Euvs Si]:-be in Ll,e Dc:Wit[ cemetery 
has b ff~ :?:?graved (.;ta lat er dat e ) "P\'T. N.Y. 1'!ililia, 
War of '.E! 2 "He died 1'-·o\'. 7, 1&45, at the ag(: of ~8. He is 
bi.: :-ic-d •. :;Ji his -,::iie, A;:,; r,aJ, c..:.--id two c;,ug~.te:-s -.;·bo -
died s: c..: c:aly agf. OU-,er tr.a :-! tt,ese feels , n0U.;r.g rur- _: 

~ 

i 

Dr. Hir2!;. Sto~e:: ' Y;hcse \=t !f:cn ~tail!£ h2~ no! ,·et 
been firmly es la bli0~d ) v.·as ~ _native of Cayuga Co., 

Historic DeWitt 
.. By Kenneth Coin 
~~t!Sf..;1~~~.~~~~~~':":s. 
N .Y. He and bis fam ily came to DeWitt in 1837 and se: U­
ed on the LookLTJ g Glass river, Several mi.les up,lver 
from the Scott set(]emen!. He was elcled Cli.nlon cc-un­
ty's first Judge of Probate in 1839 2.nd a rte,\l,·.;rds c;:r:ie 
to the ,,,-iJJage of DeWitt where he built an impre~.s!ve 
home on the northeast corner of M2Lr1 and F'ra r..tl ir. He 
died here on A ugust 25 , 1857, at the age o! 62 and \l·as 
buried in lbe DeWitt cemetery. 

According to records of tbe Daughters of 1812, F-or{er 
Briggs is said lo havi; li\'ed in tbe DeWitt a,ea b..:t :.r, is 

- bas not b e-en confirmed by local rE'co,ds. lt is r oss:!:,Je 
thal he was connectd with the later Briggs family of 
southern DeWitt township. 
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MRS. JOAB BAKER. 

An to:arly ltoM11lout of Cl h1to11 Co1111t y IK 

1>e11tl, 

Mm. ,Toah Baker, an early rosidont of 
Do Witt and l:;t. Joho1:1, and siBtor of Dorr 
IL Stowell, of this village, died at the 
homo of h1~r youngest daughter, Laura, 
now Mrs. M. A. 8haro, at Portland, Oro. 
gon, May 1:1, l!lOO, in her 7:lrd yoar. 

'l'lw cloeoasod was born in Oooodngo 
county, N. Y., and came to DeWitt town­
Rh ip with hM parents in February, 18~18, 
whnrn, in 1817, she wns married · to Joab 
Bakor, 1rn<l eo11tin11od to roRide thorn 
until the county soat was removed froUJ 
Do Witt to St. Johns, when they came 
hero, where Mr. llaker practiced law. 
Twenty.live years ago they removed to 
Muskegon, whore Mr. Baker died about 
tift"on yonrs ngo, Rinci:, which timo she 
h:rn residNI with hnr daughter. 

M. /\. ~hare. hushaud of Laura, died 
ahnnt one month previous to ,tho death 
of M rA. llaknr. Ho was (18 years old, I\ 

RoldiBr in tho civil war, whore he had a 
r11ruarkahlo rocord as a scout and spy. 
lfo was a practical li11siness man, a kind 
and in<lull,{ent husband and father, and 
loavos a cloan rocorrl of his lifo to the 
honor and satisfaction of hie family. 

Dance at Woodman ball tonight. 

,, 'c__. {J. cf-) 
\_ ~ /-'Ly\ 
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ILCH" MARRIED 60 YEARS GELEBRA TE,. EVENT ~ 
MON- CELEBRATE, EVEN gal In c:5:'.

1::r::: ~=~:~ Man i 
--- I• .L. Nl~holas who beeame Ills wire In Geo 

MIi. AND MRS. D, K. STOWELL 1'11 852. Owe 
• · , Mr St.ow<'ll laughingly described of l 

HAPPY COUl LE, their' honeymoon trip. They were ruQr• g Ume 
! local 
Jolden 
opera 

rled at Mrs. Stowell'& sl6ter where CL 

... ear s. Mrs. Stowell'a birthplace waa T PIONEERS -Of THIS COUf be bad been etaylng the pa6t three 
1 Farmington, where · eho wa• born 

ys the Jtnuary 12, 1835. Sbo remmalned yow 
ood , tor fltleen yea111 when ■he came wttl 

\o~den CIIILDlU:N AND OllANDCHILDIIE r~lvo with bor atator. A tow dan &re 

class, ,\ I.I, l' 11.ESEN'r. a ter their marriage, Mr. Blo.....,11 sur con 
hough g sted that they should go and via t ;3:! 
,trong b s parents · in DeWitt. They made urg 
type• Couple rum<, To ('lluton Couu t elr journey with their yoke or oxen 

estern a d lumber wagon, ,rlth a board lal4 OOlll 
o. Wht·n 11 Wu• llut .a a roes for a 801ll 'lion 
ven a W JIJ<ruess; bey began housekeeping In a little to t 
nd an cabh• In Ibo w!ldern....,_ There b1III< 
meell:I w 8 not much or a floor tn the caUln Uee 
Eo.st~ Two ot our oldctSt ClinLon Coun •q,d--.wtndow& were not even thought 
ot his rcalUcnta, Mr. und Mre. l>orl' · t. All of their furniture wae made 
, new Stowell, now residents or this c! l!,y Mr. Stowell, Tbe flrat light used wJ 
n her cc leuratod their 60th wetltllng nnnlv 'was made by llchtlng a piece of CGI• Oct-
.ware, sury last Thursday, October JO "-on attached to a button whlcb WU 
1th. 1B 1'be old couple have n line f1l 'reid tn coons oil. The tallow candle upo 

ubout lour mile• west 01 tlm c t me lalAlr followed by tho WODdertul vol, 
ngest which they after years- or toll clear' erosene lamp. aufl 
o. uny from nn onbrolcen wilde rness Th Only one buggy we.a owned In the 1116' 
tens.e lived upon and worked this far!n ~untry, and about tour ar ftv,e horeee, upo 
falls 4.7 years. Thlrleen years ago m t 1c The unbroken wilderneaa wrround- :: 

spring finding th:1.t they could nut g them ·graduaHy cleared a.way. and 
,ltord 
) I· 
Clark 

the nccCSBary work ul)Qn this la .., ut 140 acre& of heavy' Umbered R. • 

~~.~:~ ~.fi~:c°'/11~tac\;u~,~~~~a~:\,':' •~- w... cleared ~nto & beauurul ; 
their home since. -Three children wore born lo them: 

urltee Mr. Stowe!~ W18s born In Car ark .i,:. Stowell, or llentfal; Mra. lllm~ 
county, New York, Uecember 24, 1.$ a L. Hudeon, or Ingham county and 

lodge H~ came with his 1>arents to the l lh1d Fred L. Stowell, a well .knowu ret• 
11
! 

rllory or Mlchl~nn In the ycnr I~ ifuent of tbl& city. 
lstcol 1'wo yonn Jalor, In l~~li, the tam !Y They a)eo have twelve gra-ndcbild- ~ 
cw settled 1n Clint.on county 1n l-he Lo 'ten and seven great grandchlldren. to E 
~areY sblp or DeWitt. Here they settled n Mr. and Mra. Stowell are very 

la farm near the village, Ondlng lft-lght and acUvo old poople, tn ■plte fun, 
lneon lndluna very l>lcnUtul but ull of th \W the t·act that theJr lam.&ne• makes o'cl 

trtendly, Their nearest white ucl l)t !ml)06elble tor them lo be out mucil. tbe 
bor waa. locutcd two mllea. away. T O Their anntvereary waa. celebrated BEi 
years later they moved Into tb_e ks such a grand occasion abould be. 

8 

1.peon 
es 
d, Jr. 
:le 

!a ge, all their cbl!dren and grand children ful 
In 1848, he accepted a 11oolllon e!ng with them and doing all that 

::Creen school teacher Ul llengal. .... When uld be done to make the occu1ou- cur-
,," urrlved there he found that ho was ib.e to be long remembered. fnr 
rman cu led two mllcg Rway from his sch I _______ ' I 

Tait house,- wages being $1 a week. e T, H.ALLOWE'EN DANCE, ~~ 
StoweH soon became a very eucc - There will be a hallowe'en lance ca,1 

·,mun rul teacher nnd later ta.ugbt also t;tven ·at the Blqham Orange ball plf 
e Hiley 1111d Olivo townships. allowe'en night, Oct. 81, 1912, Ev- or, 
~. He worket.1 one year in the pl ybody Invited. There wlll be ho we 
Jhn8 woods- at Mudkegou, roturulug to O~liungo ~utunlay evening on account OD 

(Continued on J>nge 6.) of the play given by th& young people, cu 
•roll _______ 0 L 19. Everybody corn& (entitled) 

u A (".(lrf\AP Q.t .... -- ,. 

.• 

AGED PIONEER 
DIED THURSDAY 

C·ORR K. STOWELL LIVED TYPICAL 

8ETTLER'S LlfE-MADE CLEAR­

ING IN WOODS WEST OF TOWN 

FOR flRST HOME. 

1 DECEASED HAO LIVED IN . 
I CLINTON co. FOR 80 YEARS , 
WAS FOR SOME TIME PRESIDENT 

OF PIONEER SOCIETY-HELD 

OTHER OFFICES, 

Dorr K. Stowpll. one of t he earliest 
1,tcneers or thlt county, 11assed away 
at hfg home on \Vest Slate street at 
al>out !:i o·c1ock, Thursday arternoou, 
hie death due to old age. Funeral ser­
,·lcee wore held a t the home Snturdlly 
urternoun lll :! o'clock, Hl!v. t,\ C. AIU- 1 
Jnger, l>nlflor of th~ Unh•enalhsl church I 
In . l ..uui,lng, officiating. lntel'ment was 
made In Mt. Rest cemetery, 

Mr. Stowell watt u,e hutt ur a family 
of eight children. He waa, born 
in Cuyahoga county, New York, on 
December 2l, 1829, and came to Mich­
igan With hie varente when a small 
boy, eettUng In Wa~hlenaw county. In 
18!l7 the ramlly moved to Lowry PlaJns 
near Dewitt, wbcr they made their 
home for three ye.are, later moving Juto 
the \'lllage or Dewitt. where Mr. Stow. 
e ll's father, Dr. Ii tram Stowell, bought I 

• '-' rarrn on the southeast extremity of 

I the vtllage, known now as the Newton 
\\'ebb farm. · D,r. Stowell was one or 

I 
the earueet pra.ctlclng pbyelclane lo 
Dewitt, practtclng there until 1857. 

I 
whoo ho 11aesed away. 

During hls boyhood, e11ent tu the wl1-
t.lernesR of Dewitt, Mr. Stowell hutl ait 
hlii com1Ju.11lonH ouly the Indian chJl· 
tlrf'u nnd t1111H learned t he gn•at ru nd 
or Ind tan •torte• an<l lh<i. I ndlun lan­
gup.~e ,yhtch he remembered unttl his 
del\tb. 

On October 10, 1852, Mr. Stowoll wa1:1 
united In nutrrtage wfrh M11ry L. Ntch­
ol~ of l-'ut1ul11gto11, Oakhuu.l county. 1'o 
thl11 u11lo11 eh: chUtlron were born, two 
dying tu infancy, and one son passing 
awai• at the age ot 4 )ears. 'J'boa& sur­
vtvlnK are: Clnrk J.";. and Freft r.. or 
thin Jtluct~. nntl MrH. l~111m1l L. ll1ulH11u 
or Oke1not' . Mrt:1. Stowoll died 011 Jnn­
\\0ry :!~~. 1916. The lleceu11ed ht uhm 
Hurvh'ed by twolvo granc.Jchlh.lren and 
tlttuen• grea.t graullcblldreu. 

_ \Vith hie bride, Mr. Stowell l.legan 
housekcc11lng on hie rurm tour mU,·s 
west or St. Johna. building a rough lo,: I 
cubln without WllldOWd, In the woode, 
and gradually c learing t hu lund ubout 1 the &Jlonoor home, which be bought 
trom the go,..ernment. 

He ,plastered bis house wllb clay 
which he mh:ed, and used 1>eeled sap­
ling bark tor mattress tor tho bed. 

Mr. Stowell bas often told a good 
many stories of his early l)IOneer Ute. 
one of l)a.rllculnr interest being the 
story of o. bear coming tn the dead of , 
night. and prowling around tu tho I 
woods near bis home. When he wont 
out to Investigate, Mr. Stowell round 
that the bear had carried ort one of his 
hoge. He followed the bea.r tuto the 
woods, and bl• wlte came out holding I 
a candle made of a. piece ot muslin 
soaked In d/ler tallow lo light the way. 
One or Mr. Stowell·• dogs lollowed the 
beaf, and arter a wbtle succeeded tu I 
making him drop the bog. 

Arter living Oil tbe farm wost or 
town for some Um.e, Mr. Stow8U moved 
with bl• family to St. Johna, where be 
ha.a resided tor the p&et eighteen years. 

The deceased was a prominent 
granger, and tor a number of yeare. 
served as president or the Clinton 
County Pioneer Society, and or the 
Parmen' Mutual Insurance, Comp,ny 
rnr ten years. At varloua times durtog 
hts residence In Beoga.l. he also aerv­
~• as auperv!aor. clerk. treaaurer and 
tilled other .township otftceo. 

Mr. Stowell baa been a ro•ldent or 
this county tor the past elgbtv years, 
movl»g here when a lad of eight years 

'&woaao--A good share or the rlgbt 
of war to, tbo oleclrtc line to Flint hae 
been seeured. Owing to the high prtces 
nt mntf'rlnl. tt IA not 11rohalJly th~ Uuo 
1\ i ll L, h11III lh

0

l•1 ,·,· ·1r 

• • 



! ·- -·· .. 
Celebrate 50th 4.nniversar.lJ 

MR. ANO MltS. l 1R£D l •. S'l'OWlsLL I 

I 
About Lhirty relaLives met at t11e · ClinLon cow1Ly. M,·. t:it,owell was 

farm home of M r. ancl Mrs. Dmfee Lorn in lt IO:£ house i11 Bent,:nl in 
.Angt:11 on T urner noad, L,,rismg, HlS!i when tl1.it lowns l1ip was lL 
S unclay, Ma y 11, Lo help Mr. und w1lc.terne~, . Mrs. Stowell ctl111C thl!re 
Mrs. Prcd Stowell or St. Johns cele- w1tl1 Iler pa,~nts fnm1 Lil.~hf1e1tl: 

I bnd,e their fift icil1 wedcling unni- when an infhnt. AfU.:r marriage 
vcrsury , , they conLinued to live u1 Ben15·rtl on 

j Tllose present were Miss Marjorie I a farm in lhe Drnlcc d1slr1ct unt1 ~ 
. 1 1:)0D wh,,n Llu,y relJr<.:d nnd c:\m1: tu 

I 

~~,uwoll ,1( nutrnl,L; M1:11. Loul1 ~1d l1~ I JI., J •d lllll, Mr. 1u1d M m. 1:l<1wi•II lq 
!:!l and Nulu11, Uaylu1d u1\d Uluc!y!:i h,u, years t,uvc sp1,1\t, L11e1r \V,lnLi,r~ 
Wulkcr of E:ist Lansing; Rev . and . - .... ------ - - - - ~---------1 
Mrs. Geo. H. Hudsor1 of Okemos; I aL the home ot' the <lfiut;·l1ter, Mrs.i 
Mr. and Mrs.· Arthur t::;turk and son,, R. c. Duck, in Pn:::::i;citt, An:wna. , 
Gelleo 'Qf T o l~do, Ohio; Mm. Amcli,1 \ ----·--- - ···--------• 
.Kne,;land of .l;l~- Johns; Mr. a nd Mrs. , 
Halpl1 Hud~on a11d som, John and , 
Dorr of E:r,st Lan.,;ing; l\ifr . and Mr~.: 
Howard Hudson [llld son, Robert, · 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Bearup and suns, 
!:itev,arL and noss uf Okcmos. 

Tlirce or tlle fILIC.sts, Mrs. Emma · 
Huclsun, sister of M.r. Stowell, M rs. 
Leola SL;,rk, ni ecl! of Mrs. Stowell, 
and Mrs. Amelia K1,e~la11d, cousin 
of l\ilr. Stowell , were- pn:sent at the 
wedding a h4lf cenlury ago. 

Mr. unct Mr~. SLowcll nmcwecl 
their vows of fHty years ago wW1 
Rev. l-ludson performing the cere­
mony_ Mr,,;. H udJon u<:ted as brldi;S• 
maid and little Dorr Hudson, g;ru ncl 
neph ew, .ttted as IJ~st rn1l11, 'f'lle:i1· 
lwo gnuicldaughLcrti, Mbs Ruth .'\n­
gf!ll and Miss Glady~ W[llker, were 
.!lower g-irJ,. 

'fable decorations were yellow 
tulip:; and daft:odlb, 1111ct Lile lio u~e 
dccorat1011~ were yellow ro,1.:s, yello w 
tulip, urn.I l1tvcndar li lacs: 
' Mr. und Mrs. Stowell received sev­

eral gHL:s in kr.epini; will1 1i t;ul<.1 ,:11 
aniwr:;ary. 'l'l1e c.ci.:a,;iun wa!; ,1 1:so 
lo Mr. llJld Mrs. A llgd!.;' t-i~l \t~l;!Jl­
tll . anruver~itl'Y, aud tl)l! Lw1:Uly­
fou r LJ1 uirLl,day ur Nol.i.n Wall,er, 
Mr. and Mrs. St~wcll's olcllast ('.t::il1cl-.. 
son. . 

BoLh M r. aud Mr:s. S towell have 
li ved _pru.clically ,. fill ,Llleir lives Ill 



, . -~---------

Celebrate 5fith 4-nniversaru . 

. MR,. AND 1\-~S. FRED L. S'l'QWELL 

Sunday, M11y .12, marked the 65th 
wectdtng unnlversary or Mr . . and 
Mrs. Fred L. Stowell, well known 
St. Joh ns- couple. It wus ILlso tnc 
:i:ird l'<',1" t,hdr ifauglLLur au(l \,er 
J1usll,md, Mr. and Mm. Durfee An­
ge!l of Dewitt townshl!), and o.ft,a 
o.Ltencllni:; Mother's Day services at 
the Commun1ty cllw·ch in East 
Lansing, the iwo couples were hou­
ored at a f'll.rn1ly dinner ut th.e 
l)urfee form home ncur . Lansing. 

Fred L. Stowell and Abbie A. 
Buck were married !~fay 12, rnao. 
and h11ve spent t.helr entire wed<le:cl 
life In this community. Mr. Stow~U 

I 
was born Jn Bengal, and his wi!e 
came to- that. to1Vnshlp wli,h ller 
parents when a timall oll1ld. Bef(Ji[e 
moving to St. Johns 111 1006 they 

: resided on the Stowell 'homestelld 
: tn . Beng!ll wlllon , Wiey still own. ~t 
L. ' \. 

has been in the !11m1ly's poosesiJon 
~Ince belnQ' taken up from the 
government by Mr. StoweJJ's ·fllthcr, 
Lhu \1~t.o Dorr IC. 8!.owtlJI ln JU!>~. 
· AL uu, tU11ner t,uuctay tne g-uests 

included three of Mt . . and Mrs. 
8towell's fow· duughi;er:;, Mrs. An­
gell un<l Miss Marb"tI"Y Stowell of 
Detrnit, and Mrs. Loah Walker and 
children Nolan and Glady:; of rta.st 
La11sing. . Also present \vere Mr. 
Stowell's slstel·, ·Mm . . George H. 
Hudson 1111d husba.n cl ot ,Okemos. 
.1\11.rs. Hw;lson, wltll Mr~. Amell!l 
Kneeland or St. Joh~. and Miner 
Sllltlon ·or ~ng1il, ll.re t)1tl only pei--, 
sons living w})o ·o.ttencted tho, wect~ I 
ding .ceremony 65 years ago. 

Mr. S~Qwel! will .)le l!O years old ' 
on M;ay 2tl, and his wl!c: is four : 
years. young~r. Bot,,h a.re e.nJoyin~ , 
fMtlY (!OOd J1ealtl1. · . 

---------
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CLARK STOvlELl 
.·. DIES JAN. 26TH, 
WE~L-KNOW N MAN SPE~TI 
ENTIRE LIFI;:, 78 YEARS,,· I 
· IN CLINTON COUNTY,\ 1 

'J 
' i 

Headed Farmers Mutual Fire! 
1,{ '· Insurance Co. for l,.ong ,. 1 

Aeri·od ; Rites Friday · · 1 
- ....- . 1· 1 

Clark E. Stowell, l3enqul town, \ 
shlp pioneer un«;I former p rcsld1ipt1

; 

I or thu J 'p,rnwrli Mutu,11 Pirc ln~u1·- j 
j ance Company 9f · Clinton and 1 
Gn1Liot· counties fur 15 yeu.rs, ct\ect,

1 

i,t 7 · p. m. 'l'Ue$d1ty, J 1muary ~6. 

1032, at the h o1i10 at his c.hrntthLor: 
Mr:;. J.:;ldu Stoen:!1;. of St. Jolvu..l 
where .be hud l1wd Lhe pu:;L !lvt: 
y1mr~. ~••unt:.rltl . i;crvke:; wlli b1; t 
conducLed at 2 p. m. l~riday 11,t Ll1e I 
SLuercJc rcsidepi,:e wlvll l,),u·1Ji.l 1;1t 
)\1.t. Rc:sL. · . ' · ·• 

Burn Sept. 18, 1853, Lbe :'ion of 
Dorr nnd Mury Stuwell, o:urly Ben­
gu.l StLtJer8, Ch1rk SLowe}I spcnL llls 
entire lift wttpin ~ rcw 'm lli:,i fl.! 
his bkt.hpluce 111\d hacl wlt.nc:;si;q / 
nnd Lnktm pLtrt in' ~he devdoprne:nt , 

, or Cllnum county !or more th11n · I three quarters or n. century. Bein!{ 
un ludui;lrious, liru-ct-worklntr num,· 
he bcctune u 1mcces~!u.l furmcr, a1icl 

: under hi$ 1011(! actminist.nulon r,.h.e 
Mutual Compi1/1Y comlnuect ill , 

: growth and scrvict:. '· 
J\s o. buy tie a ttend.cd t11e Prlnlc 

di~trict school In Bl:!ngal unct !Or­
one term studied ut Mudge'H school 

· in Maple Rar)lclti. I..:iter he iuu1,1ht 
J'\ll'L\l ijQ]lolur u Ill bUVUJ'UI l >lll'LtJ w 
th,: COUIILY (l,)l' !u\J.l' or !IV!: win­
U:rs. At the a1:e or 21, with Llle 
i aid .. of his fltcher," the fate Dorr l 
I Stowell. he purchased 80 ncres· or 
I l!tn<i LWO miles er.st o! Fuwler J.n 
1 Bengal townslup; and there he

1 
mucte 11 home for his brlclc, l"lor­
ence Plowman, daughter or nn­
oLher piCJllt>el' Bengal couple, whom 
he manteu In Oct-Ob.er. 1881. Thcy_,

1 

l.Jecu.rnc che pn.rents of l.llree chlla 
·ctren. Ray SLuwell ··or Mt. Pleasant , 
Mrs, SLOcrclt or Lhi8 cl~y. and tfu:'·/ 
hlte Mrs. F'loyd Jones of Dengul,/ 
who die<i several y C(ll"S ugo. · 
' Not· ,lo!lg ufU:r the ll.1.m ,Of U1e , 
cpntury · Mr. and Mr;;. S-r.owell .m()v-· 

'ed &ft tl)elr ·lti\,6 Mrn.t; 
0

llbout t,vo 
miles ·wcs~ o! St. Johns. ,.There the 
lHl~bu nu WI.Ill atrlck1m Ill fl Vt, YC:lll'I 
1111'0 and .,Jnce tha-t time lle: llu(\ 
muqt: his J·,ome with hi~ dttul(hlt:1·. 
1~/;

7 
wue- I>~•~;;e~ [l,\\'.ll.Y/ !n All4l't~~ 

f 1.l~sides hi; two ·\:l1lld.ren, ·Olnrl< 
BLo\V!:11 Is 'survived by one brothet, 
~'red S towell of St: Jolms. u. :;i'•1c.r, 
Mrs. :\!!mnllt L. liqdson of OkaH,.0:1 
,1:ven . g-rtrnrtchlldre~ ' 1Lnd J)llfOY., 
ll'i,,nct:;. In his dt:nih Ult;: ci:,\mty 
1JJ.:; lost a ~turdy citl~en who -~rv.­
,d_ ns o. tpwnship and ~ctwol clj,;~i'i<;G 
1Ulccr. urn! took un ucUve pn11'L . lJl 
~11, pfogr~i;:; of t)1!l conunumty ; ln 
yt1,lcn -ht: ll vect. · • . , ,( ., 
,· -~ ·9•.-. ··- ~ .!t... · - --- - ~ -~ ·- - - ·•·· ,1.1.' ; 

J_ 

.-

✓ I 



. , DEW!TTREMEMBERED·...;A typlcal !/loho"1estead of the 1840'a, this one was located on the East side of 
US-27 south at State Road (orlglnaf ieit!e~ unknown), ca. 1920. Photo courtesy of DeWitt Library. . • 

o~:W,itt iii ~1~~t:Sf f $:: ~asf1't 
a<backwoo(/slid,rtwater.town 

' I , • • ~. ~ ~;,),, / • 

Thh i;·IM/[rst iMtall~(na tioo-JHU"t~ilrM·li,;, · Mary Gooch'(our ■econd ■ister), like Betsey, wu 
&n 'Com TM aeeond ~ will apj,eor in IJl%t also a pioneer teacher in thls county. Teacher■ and 
wed', ~w. , ,. . .. , . .. . · , .' 1cbool1 being both a rare commodity then, sbe 

One oft.he most rewarding aspect■ ofre■eirching taught !lot only in thls aNla but also in Eagle and 
local history It to be able to take aomethinglrom the Victor townships. But in 1851, she caught the eye of 
local history books, do aome further NI~ mid . a ptomising young attorney named Randolph 

~ 
up with the reel or the story which th~ boob Strickland (I suppc)se he could have caught her eye.) 

llliied. ,, • ·· · ,, ' . •' .0 : \'J:··\ :, They· settled in DeWitt where he had recently 
DeWitt in the 184U1 m ilot mct1, the baelt· · started his practice and built the home where Dan 

1 dirtwater trin we often lmaglne:lt offered a Mat!on now hu his practice on Wuhington street. 
of potential for the adventuroue Yankees flock- Like his brother-in-law, Seth, Randolph also 

'ngintothethen,FarWut.Amongthetypicalpion- i, stepped into the aNlna of politics and after several 
wanna-be',, DeWitt attracted a large nmnber of ·· years at county prosecutor wu, in 1860, elected to 

industrious, well-educated young people, look- the Michigan Senate. 
ng for the right opportunity to ie!ze life by th~ tail. With the county seat.being moved to St. Johns in 

Open any history of Clinton County and you're · 1856, the Strickland, went too and built one of the 
to find individual mention of three young girls, town's first "mansions" (it wu located where SL 

eGooch sisters. (No, theyweren'ta Vaudvilleact!) Joseph's Catholic Church now stands, on the Court­
ey started life in. the state of',Malne, ,the pain- house Square). In the early years of the Civil War, 

daughters ofa succe111fullumber deal'1', Ben• Randolph was appointed by the Governor as Com• 
aniln Gooch. The War of1812 .had d~alt hlni 'lin · missionertoSuperintendtheDra1hndin1863was 

unfavorable hand and trying to regain ■ome ,oC,thls' appointed by Abraham Lincoln u Provost Mar­
~ormetwealth, he wagered all he had left on rt,ffln•. shall. In 1868 he was elected to the House of Rep­
rent land in the Territory of Michigan: •. resentatives .and the Stricklands moved to 

The year 1834 find, the Gooch family on a i;,acket Washington. 
ton the Erie Canal, traveling through New York Olive Gooch (our third sister) had a le11 glittering 

route to Michigan. Thejoumeydidnotagreewith ·life. She manied her father's hired man, Stephen 
e wife and mother, Lucy (Boyington) Gooch. She Hill, in 1835 and two years later they came to 

alt the min~• offal Swone nightj DeWitt.,1effi_ing,!1-homestea4al!t the southwest cor-
ne • e nahi. .n~ ,1.m,~AA~ison ]!;C!adA jn,_CWatertown 

il'6il .• tlie .. I . . • / 'l'li . t&~ " 'l'Qwnslifp;,/l'li~~ing WU itof tin7ike tliat of·. 

t atldh was Wayne ~whdhe ~ mponnl • hert.vo other sisters but while the.other sisters (and 
y settled. The three sisters, stickinctogether, 100D husbands) cba,sed l'ame and l'ortune, OJ;ve and Ste­
oved further and within a few years arrived.,at ' pben took on the long laborous task of carving a 

peWitt. · • . farm from the wildemess. 
I Betsey-Gooch (our l!nhister) arrived in DeWitt Here the Hills remained for thn-est oft.heir lives, 
just in time to gain the distinction of the being th~ content with raising their six children and step by 
jirst teacher at the first school in the county-tb, · itep, yeai, by year improving their homestead into a 
Goodrich school which opened about 1836 in a log· productive farm. · 
hutat the cornerofSchavey and Howeroadi. Short-' Next week: The Rest of the Story. 
!ey thereafter she wu woed and wed by anotherri1• &n Coin u a DeWitt ruuknt and the arta's prim-
ing st.er ofDeWitt's social elite, Dr. Seth P. Marvin,' ary historian. 
who had come to DeWitt in 1835 after completing • 
his medical studiu in Macomb County. His paNlnts, 
;>eacon• Calvin and Deborah Marvin made the first 
settlement in Watertown Township (now the 
Lietzke farm on Airport road) and now Seth, upon 
hanging out his shingle, became the first practicing 
physidan In Clinton County, ' , ., · 

Shortly after Seth and Betsey's marriage they 
moved from the Marvin homestead to the new vii• 
\age bf New Albany near the corner of Webb and 
Bridge street. Aaide lrom his medical practice, Seth 
pursued local politics and in 1839 (when Clint.on 
County WU established) wu elected the first 
~unty clerk. He went on to ~ecome county r~ster 
of deeds and later Judge of Probate. : . C. 



,.. · '' 
: A visit to the DeWitt cem~~ wiU teli'much rif . · •Mary Gooch was once descnoed as •one of the 
< the rest of the story ¢''Be~ey Gooch. ,Her .stnall · bright ,lights·. of St. Johns society" .and there are 
; white tombstone is there showing she died-in 1860, many glowing (ilo pun intended) memories written 

·: at the young age of 44 years. But-the-real .clue. is ' o( the.elegant parties at her stately home and the 
,. almost hidden on the back side --Pt~ ;~_child?,'en, impressive rosters .of dignitaries who were enter~ 
J she buried within an ·eleven-year period; all dyi,ng•at -~~ed there. _She· and husband Randolph were the 
~ various ·ages from two' month~ td ;nine.'•years. ·. . . .criam.ofGlinton County society to be-sure. But fame 
;: If the premature .'deaths of his :.iii• ch'ildre'n is flee.ting and Randolph's poor health led him to the 
:;, were~'.t, enough1. the· .death_. of .his-~fe, protedi too · . ;jtate qospjtaj atBattle~Cfe~k in 18~1 when; he s~on · 
::i·~uch·t~r; seth: Ma~n;_ lte~ etperienced·pifiods.' of ,died.J.tary remalned, I!,1ostly alone m. the big hou~e 
· deepd1spondencyanddepressionfor'whichhe,cotlld . for ,the.next.23 years and soon .after-her death m 

find no'relief. He ~i;narried arid had more'children· ·'.190,(it wu ·torn ·do'N!', · . 
. · -it d!dn't ~elp:· He ch~ged eare~by bec~jng a . For as manr-w~.accounts that survive ofMary 
, druggist- 1t didn't help. He relocated to Cbrunna · and Randolph,S~ckland there are an equal num­
: ~ it didn't help. In 1864, while visiting.his former , ber of the not so kind accounts of their three daught­
~ in-laws 'at the Strickland Mansion in St. Johns he · er~: In a nutshell-,-they·were universally viewed as 
:· unceremoriibusly :went . into · the. carriage p~m,' '. (to'puiJt kindly) pampered arlcl'in'dulged Maybe so, 
, wrapped a bed cord around his neck tied the ends to . ..b~t _at least· one, ~lartha,. perhaps just too many 
: . a peg above his head, tli<:n sat (i~wr{ on a ooic:«na by:' . years ·aheadiof her'time, shocked the county with 
: mere gravity and determination allowed·hims'elf to . · ~et o_ut .and:out suffragette notions. She became an 
: be strangled. · ·: · : ';. \ · . -.·- attorrtey like her father and is said to pave been the 

' · ' ' , · first. woman to appear in a Michigan courtroom as a 

COLORING. CONTEST WINNERS' ~ The 
DeWitt Business Assoqiatlon . Coloring Contest" 

. winners are (IJack'row,.r. tor.) Jessica John·sori, 
- Nicole · Piper, Amy Ruelle, (front · row) Abby· 

Fedewa, and Janette Bourdan, Not plct1,1red Is 
Jade Zallman. DBA representatives are Bruce. 
Joslyn (left) and Don DeRosia. Courtesy phofo. 

defense attorney in a murder case. And if that didn't 
make.one•s:eyebrows arch up to th'!! hairline, when 
Bh!I mamed she was bJ'82en enough to retain her 
maiden name.- She was also suspected of smoking 
little cigars, wearing pantaloons and being paid as a 
publi.c, speaker. "Indecent", some. said . 
. · -As to OUve Gooch-well the history books leave 
us feeling somewhat sorry for her. Hitched to a dirt 

· farmefln ~e·country, she seems to have missed out• 
on all.the,fun. But going beyond where the books 
leave off we find that she itnd Stephen Hill shared a 
'life to_gether for fifcy years, Yes, they too endured 

· .. personal suffering; they_ buried two of their young 
· children an,da third died in the Civil War; But at the 
end ofpieir. lives'jourriey_they were surrounded by 

. child~n and grandchildren and every improvement 
~ their farin was a personal triumph . 

. 'J;'heir.earl1;bome wa$ qot _ofmill~cut lumber like 
the.sisters' and even their last home couldn't com­
_pare·to what the Strick~ands had acheived, but a 
m'etnory written by their son describes the situation 

· best: •a log shanty,its floor of split logs, with but one 
window and two··doors, it was still home and within 
it ,hurtger, and-. want were never felt.". 
· · There's 4 lesson to be learned here: Things are not 

. · ·always as they appear - even in the history books. 
· : -Ken Coin-is a De Witt'resident and the area'sprim­
ary · historian. 



334 PIONEER SOCIETY OF MICHIGAN. 

MRs. R. L. SMITH died at the residence of her son, H. C. Hale, in Lebanon, 
Nov. 28, 1881, aged 84 years. Mrs. Smith moved with her two sons, John R. 
and H. C. Hale, to Michigan in 1841, and settled in Ingham county. They 
er.me to this county in 1845. 

MRs. CHAS. TURNER died at St. Johns, January 12, 1882, aged 76 y~ars; a 
resident of St. Johns 26 years. She was a kind and esteemed neighbor. 

MRS. CHAS. BENTLEY died at her home January 22, 1882. She was an old · 
resident and much beloved by the community. 

· JOHN CLARK, of Eagle, died January 22d, 1882, at the home of his.brother, 
David Clark, aged 82 years. . 

HoN. Wllf, SHEPARD died Feb. 4, 1882, in .his 67th year. He was born in 
Saratoga county, N. Y., in 1815; came to Michigan in 1843 and settled in 
Duplain. Mr. Shepard acted a prominent part in the settlement and develop­
ment of Clinton county. At Duplain, Maple Rapids, and Shepardsville he did 
the work of a pioneer, and did it well. During his life he bas been engaged 
in farming, mercantile, and milling business, and in the practice of law. He 
was Judge of the county court in 1851. He was prominent in the county Pio­
neer Society, and one of its charter members. 

lfas. SAMUEL FORMAN, of DeWitt, died Feb. 26, 1882, aged 68. She was 
born in New Jersey, in 1814; married in 1832, and moved with her husband 
to Wayne county, Michigan, in 1836. They settled in Watertown. She was 
devoted to the welfare of those around her. 

MORRIS FEDEWA died at the home of his son, John H., in St. Johns, April 
2, 1882, aged 70 years. He was born in Germany, in 1812; emigrated to this 
country in 1842 and settled in Dallas, where he cleared 80 acres of land. On 
account of business complications he lost his property in 1860. H~ then moved 
to Westphalia ·and cleared up a new £arm and made a comfortable home. 

CHARLES BURT died at his home in Essex, March 30, 1882, aged 62 years. 
He was born in the State of Ne-iv York in 1821, and came to Michigan in 1839 
and settled in De Witt. In 1854 he moved into Essex and settled, upon the 
iarm upon which he has since lived. · He had the esteem and respect of the 
<:emmunity. 

JORN VAN Ho SEN, also a pioneer of Essex. (Particulars not reported.) 
MRS. J. S. LOOMIS died in Watertown, April 22d, 1882, in her 60th year. 

She was a resident of the township about 40 years. 

JAMES DOAK, of Bingham, died May 15, 1882, in his 69th year. He was 
born in Philadelphia, in 1814, and came to this county about 30 years ago, 
and has since resided here. 

DANIEL WARREN, one of the pioneers of Bingham, died recently at Kala­
mazoo, aged 68 years. He owned at one time the Walbridge farm adjoining 
the village on the south. 

LIFE OF RANDOLPH STRICKLAND. 

BY S. S. WALKER. 

Randolph Strickland was born in Dansville, Steuben county, New York, 
]!'ebruary 4, 1823. His ancestors were from England, coming to this country 
in the sixteenth century. John Strickland, his grandfather, was a soldier in 
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. the Revolutionary war. His father came from Massachusetts to Dansville, 
New York, in 1816, and was among the first to make his home in what was 
then termed "the west." 

Schools were few and of the poorest kind. Very few books were to be 
found in the neighborhood. Under the instruction of his mother, who was a 
woman of strong mind, young Strickland learned to read and write, and 
when ten years old he had read every book to be found in the immediate 
vicinity of his home-including the Bible, which he had read twice thr.ough 
by course. He was the oldest of seven children, and when he was twelve 
)'ears old his mother died. From that time he was compelled to labor daily 
to assist in supporting the family, and had no opportunity for study except 
after the day's work was done; then with his book in hand, by light made 
from burning pine knots, he toiled on until "the small. hours." By such 
unaided efforts he obtained a good common education. When sixteen years 
of age he was employed in a saw-mill, taking the positi<;m of a grown man, 
and laboring sixteen hours each day during the season. From that time unt il 
his majority he engaged in lumbering in 'winter and farming in summer. 

At twenty-one he set out for Michigan, in the hope of being able to make 
for himself a pleasant home and an honorable position in society. When he 
reached his destination he had less than one dollar left; but he had an 
excellent constitution, great will-power, a strong determination to succeed, 
and was ready and willing to perform any kind of hard labor. In December, 
1844, he commenced teaching school in Ingham county, l\Iichigan, for ten 
dollars per month, the best price to be obtained. When spring came he 
engaged in chopping and clearing land, and during summer labored in _the 
harvest field. In the fall following, having carefully saved his earnings, he 
commenced the study of the law. When his small amount of money had 
been expended for board and clothing, he left the office to work in the saw­
mill, harvest field, and to teach school, always taking his law books with him, 
and never allowing an hour to be lost. In this way without assistance as to 
means for his support, he struggled on until, in October, 1849, he was 
admitted to practice in all the courts of this State. The following winter he 
visited his early home in the State of New York, and there engaged in teaching. 

In the spring of 1850 he returned to Michigan, and commenced the prac­
tice of his profession at DeWitt. In the fall of 1851 he was married in Kent 
county, to Mary Ellen Gooch. In 1852 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney 
for Clinton county. He was reelected in 1854, 1856 and 1858. He was one 
of the delegates to the national republican convention held at Philadelphia in 
1856, and earnestly advocated the nomination of John C. Fremont for 
.President. During the following campaign he was on the stump continually, 
and aided materially in carrying his State £or the candidate of his choice. 

In 1860 Mr. Strickland was elected to the Michigan Senate, in which he 
i;erved on the Judiciary Committee, advocated and assisted in carrying 
through the bill allowing parties to testify in their own behalf in civil cases, 
and also allowing the respondent in criminal cases to make his statement to 
the jury in the nature of evidence, on which they may acquit if they believe 
it. His party urged hiin to accept a second term in the Senate, but he 
declined, and was again in 1862 elected prosecuting attorney. 

In the early part of the rebellion Mr. Strickland was appointed by the 
Governor of Michigan, the Commissioner to superintend the draft, known as 
the State conscription. President Lincoln, .in April, 1863, appointed him 

' . 
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Provost Marshal for the Sixth Congressional District of the State, which 
office he held until after the close of the war, and was honorably discharged • 
in October, 1865. In the execution of this most delicate trust he so per­
formed his duty as to make a host of warm and earnest friends. 

At the Congressional Convention held in his district in 1864-when the 
then member of Congress had not served out his first term-the nomination 
was tendered to Mr. Strickland by a majority of the delegates, which honor 
he respectfully declined, on the ground that the sitting member, by the usage 
of the party, was entitled to a second term, saying to the delegates that he 
could not accept the nomination and thereafter hold an honorable position in 

.the party. 
After his discharge as Provost Marshal, Mr. Strickland returned to the 

1Jractice of his profession, and continued actively and successfully engaged 
therein until 1868, when he was nominated for Representative in Congress. 
He was a member of the Republican State Central Committee in 1867 and 
1868. Having been a delegate to the Chicago Convention that nominated 
General Grant for President, and being on the ticket, he canvassed nearly the 
entire district, speaking through fourteen of the eighteen counties of which it 
was composed, carrying all t}le counties but three, and being elected by more 
than 3,400 majority. 

Taking his seat as a Representative froro. Michigan in the forty-first Con­
gress, Mr. Strickland served on the Committees on Public Lands, Mines and 
Mining, and Invalid Pensions. The demands of his district upon its Repre­
sentative were at that time unusually grPilt ; it had more than 1,500 miles of 
navigable coast; its agriculture would June averaged fairly with the other 
districts throughout the country; its exports of salt, pine lumber, iron ore, 
pig iron, and ingot copper were enormous, and its fisheries were equal in value 
to .its wool and wheat productions combined. Notwithstanding this large 
extent of territory and varied interests to look after, he accomplished as 
much or more for his district than any other Representative from the State. 
He delivered a speech in the House upon the tariff, March 26th, 1870, which 
was well received. 

After his return from Congress he again took up the practice of his profes­
eion. At the time of the second Grant campaign he joined the new party of 
Liberal Republicans, believing that the old Republican party had rendered its 
best services to the country. ' 

In the following campaign of Hayes and Tilden, Mr. Strickland heartily 
supported Tilden and Reform, having looked and hoped in vain for a reforma­
tion to take place within the old party. He, appreciating more and more 
fully the fact that any party that has long held supreme power must become 
corrupt, and believing more firmly than ever that the good of the people de­
manded a new order of things, labored to that end. 

When the great industrial and :financial questions came up for considera­
tion, he was found, as ever, on the side of the people and the oppressed. He 
worked with great zeal on this, as on all questions which lay near his heart, 
superintending and carrying on work after his health had so failed that he 
had been obliged to give up his business. It was in June of 1880 that Mr. 
Strickland was compelled to relinquish his cases in court and office business. 
His health failed steadily and gradually, notwithstanding his strong will and 
determination to get well, which probably prolonged his life some time. He 



1·hich 
1rged 
per-

1 the 
ation 
1onor 
11sage 
at he 
on in 

1 the 
~aged 
~ress. 
~ and 
nated 
.Y the 
j,J., it 

·e 

Con-. 
s and 
:cpre­
les of 
other 
1 ore, 
value 
large 

f!d as 
State. 
11·hich 

•rofes­
rty of 
·eel its 

·artily 
orma-.. 
more 

ccome 
ile de-

sidera­
I. He 
heart, 
hat he 
nt Mr. 
·siness. 

'1d 
.Ie 

. EATON COUNTY-MEMORIAL REPORT. 337 

went to the Sanitarium at Battle Creek for medical aid the 11th of March, 
1881, where he died the following May 5th. 

By his death society lost one of its most valuable members; the temperance 
cause one of its strongest allies and most ardent workers; the educational 
interests a firm and loyal supporter; and all who knew him a true friend and 
brother. To Mr. Strickland as much or more than to any other of its pioneer 
~ettlers, is Clinton county indebted for its gradual development and present 
material prosperity. -

EATON COUNTY. 

MEMORIAL REPORT. 

BY H. A. SHAW. 

DA vrn STIRLING was born near Glasgow, Scotland, May 26, 1818, and 
moved to Canada with his father, William Stirling, and his fal'J'.!ily in the year 
1821. When six years old his parents removed to New -York ~fills, Oneida 
county, New York, where he resided until he grew to manhood. While a 
young man, living in New York, he learned the machinist's trade, at which he 
worked for several years. By close attention to business lie acquired sufficient 
means to start in the mercantile business and was engaged in the dry goods 
and general trade for some time in the State of New York, at the same time 
being a partner in the firm of Stirling, Hamlin & Seelye, in the then village 
of Eaton Rapids. 

In 1840 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary M. Harvey, of New York 
Mills, and on June 1st, 1849, he arrived at Eaton Rapids with his wife and 
family. Previous to his arrival the firm had built the old U nion Block, on 
the lots where Brainerd's grocery and Knapp & Carr's hardware store now 
stand, continuing in business there for some years, when he moved to the 
store on the north-east corner of Main and Hamlin streets, which was de­
stroyed by the great fire of 1864, removing, before the fire, to the old Union 
Block, where he continued business till 1870. 

About this time the mineral water was discovered here, and Mr. Stirling 
sunk a well on his lot on Main street, since which time he has been engaged in 
running his bath-rooms and bottling and shipping mineral water. Afthough 
not being very rugged since he came to Michigan, his health did not fail him 
perceptibly, till about three years ago he began to complain and gradually 
failed till death relieved him of his sufferings. He died August 23, 1881, of 
cancer of the stomach, and Bright's disease of the kidneys. 

Mr. Stirling united with the M. E. church at the age of eighteen years and 
• was an earnest worker in that society, being one of the first members of that · 

church here, in which he held various offices with credit to himself and the 
church. 

His wife and four children survive him, also two brothers and three sisters, 
Mrs. Jane Garton, in California, Mrs. Amos Hamlin, Mrs. W. J . Seelye, 
Messrs. William and James Stirling, of Eaton Rapids. 

SANDFORD MOTT died August 6, 1881, aged 70 years. He was born in New 
York State; came here from Fairfield, Ohio, in October, 1845 ; settled on the 
farm on which he died, and cleared it up himself. At one time he lost a good 
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ship, March 16, 1880. Ile was born in that_ township, was well respected, aud 
was about 34 years of age. 

WILLIAM M. HEAZLIT of Dowagiac, ,vas born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., Sept. 
23, 1819, and came to Cass Co., and settled near Dowagiac in May, 1847. He 
died at his residence, April 2, 1880. 

JAcon B. BUTTS, who died at his home in Miltou, March 22, 1880, had 
been a respected resident of this county for up1vards of thirty-five years. He 
was born in Pennsylvania, June 5, 1827. His ,vid01v, a daughter of Peter 
Truitt, and several children survive him. 

CLINTON COUNTY. 

MEMORIAL REPORT. 

From the Lansing Republican, May 7th, 18~1. 

.DEATH OF RANDOLPH STRICKLAND. 

On Thursday morning, May 5th, this gentleman died at the Sanitarium in 
Battle Creek, of consumption, aged 58 years. He was a native of Livingston 
county, New York, grandson of a revolutionary soldier, and endured the 
usual rough and self-denying experience of poor boys among pioneer settlers. 
He worked sixteen hours a day in a saw-mill, and afterwards studied by the 
light of pine knots. In the winter of 1844 he taught school in this county, 
saved a little money, and studied law. He commenced the practice of his 
profession at Detroit in 1850, !mt soon removed to De Witt, Clinton county, 
where he was elected prosccutiug attorney for four succeeding terms. He 
was a State senator in 1861-2, provost marshal in 1863-4-5, representative in 
Congress in 1SG9-70. In tho latter year ho was beaten out of a re-nomination 
by John F. Driggs, but the people elected Judge Sutherland, democrat, and 
left .Mr. Driggs at home. Mr. Strickland ,vas an earnest and zealous repub­
lican until the Greeley campaign, since which time he has acted with the 
democracy aml the greenback party. Ile possessed ability, perseverance, and 
popular manners, but has suffered from ill health for several years. His 
home has of late been at St. Johns, where he leaves a widow and fou1· daugh­
ters, who will be comfortably provided for by $15,000 life insurance. 

From the Clinton Re1H1blican. 

A telegram received here this morning, May 5th, 1881, announced the death of 
Hou. Randolph Strickland at Battle Creek, whithc1· he went about four ,veeks 
ago to try, as a la.st resort, the merits of the Sanitf1t-inm. But it was too late ; 
consumption had laid its remorseless hand upon him, aud he grew rapidly 
worse after the change. 

Randolph Strickiand was born in Dansville, Steuben Co,, N. Y., February 
4, 1823. When twenty-one years of age he started for Michigan, and in 
December, 1844, commenced teaching school for ten dollars per month in 
Ingham county. 'rhe next summer he labored as a farm hand and the fol­
lowing fall commenced the study of law, and in October, 1849, was admitted 
to practice in all of tho courts of this State, In the spring of 1850 he com­
menced the practice of his profess1011 at De Witt, then the county seat of 
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Clinton county. 'fwo years later he was elected prosecuting attorney, giving 
such satisfaction that he ,vas called to tho responsible position four successive 
terms. Ho ,vas a delegate to the national convention at Philadelphia in 1856, 
and voted for the nomination of John U. Fremont. In 1860 Mr. Strickland 
was elected to the State senate, and declined a rc-no_mination in 1862 to again 
accept tho office of prosecuting attorney of this county. 

Mr. Strickland removed from De Witt to St. Johns in 1862. In 18G3 Pres­
ident Lincoln appointed him provost marshal for the sixth congressional 
district of Michigan, ,vhich position he held until the close of the war. 

In 18G8 he ,vas uomin-a.ted for congress by the republicaus of this district, 
then composed of eighteen counties, anu was elected by 3,400 majonty. He 
left the republican party during the Greeley campaign and was identified ,vith 
the democratic party until the greenback party entered the political arena, 
when he at once became one of its most prominent members, his name appear­
ing u pon the greenback ticket in 1880 for Secretary of State. 

Mr. Strickland was the earliest and one of the most successful l:nvvers of 
Clinton county, ,vas closely identified ,vith its development, and few mQn will 
leave, upon their death, a larger circle of friends to mourn their loss. 

'.rlie deceased leaves a wife and fonr daughters, grown to ,vomanhoocl, who 
,vill be comfortably provided for, Mr. Strickland having carried an insurnnce 
of $15,000 upon his life. 'l'he Knights Templar, of whose lodge he wns an 
honored member, will have charge of his funeral. 

F UNERAL ItlTES. 

The remains of tho Jato Randolph Strickland arrived here from Battle 
Creek on the 11: Hi A. M. trniu on l<'rillay, May 12, J88t, aucl were conducted 
to the family residence by the Knights 'l'cmphlr, in nniform, and resident 
members of the Clinton couutv bar. 

The funeral services ,vere cou'ducted at the Congregational church on Sun­
day last by the Sir Knights. The St. Johns city band furnished appropriate 
music and headed the procession from tho home to the churnh, aud as they 
neared the church they played the beautiful selection "Flee as a Bird," and 
we think they never played sweeter or more soul-stirring music. The church 
was beautifully decorated and a large coucourse of people ,vere present, many 
more than could comfortably find seats, to pay their last respects to the 
deceased. After a solemn service the remains ,vere escorted to De Witt for 
burial, where they ,vere placed at rest beside two other members of the family 
who died during Mr, Strickland's resi<lence in DeWit t. It is estimated that 
upwards of forty teams were in the procession from this place, and several 
hundrc::l friends of tho dccensecl from De Witt and vicinity were at the ceme­
tery upon their arrival, to add their testimonial of respect to tl10 distingnishcd 
dead. 

From the Clinton Republican, Juuo 2, 18S1. 

OLIVER DAVIS, ,vhose death at Elsie, May 19, was noted in last week's 
Repnblica11, was born at Mayfield, Montgomery county, N. Y., March 11, 
17\:17. In 1855 he came to Duplain township, aud settled upon a farm 0110 

mile south of Elsie, where he lived until his removal to the village in 1865. 
He spent his earlier years in farming and carpenter work, but later worked at 
shoemaking. H e bnried fom ,vives between 1827 and 1870, leaving his fifth 
wife n widow. 



. -· .. , ____ . ---- --- .. .. _ ___ _ 

- - -------ft ISi, Johns L1<clf I\Iarrlecl lu Culuri,do. 

'l'he Colorado Springs Ga1.Pf ti>of JaQU· 
ary 5, 1897, has tlie followin · 

: "Mrs. Martha Strickland, of Denver, 
and Sbeldon C. Clark. of Cripple Creek, 
were married New Year's even in~ at 
Denver, by the Rev. Mr. Utter, of the 
Caltarian church. They are stopping 
at the Alta Vista en route for Cripple 
Creek. where they will make their home. 
Mrs. Strickland is well known here, 
having lectured here on parliamentary 
laws at the summer school. Her !Jlany 
friends extend congratulations." 

- - - -•••- ---
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OL□ \ LANDMARK 

Strickland Property Soon to 
be Razed to the Ground 

ROMANTIC EARLY HISTORY 

' l 'lu· H o 111~ \\"a,l lhc Scc u e of ~ta.ny 

llapp,• G d.theriu~ IH ~-rly l>A)'d 

l)u t.llo sito or t-hP tir:-it hon:ro cvor 
,•~•~tn.l in St. Jo111u, t-ho buildiuK 
kuown ns the !:>tricklnud. house wi.s 
Lui lt 1w1\rl y !aft.LC n ceutury ag-o. 

111 ISi;:!. Uau:tolph Strick.laud, ouo ot' 
rh,, for,,mo~t lawycr5 iu Clint-Ou couu­
ry aud or tho state. rcmovull hi:J bwily 
fnHu D t)WI tt t,o St. Johns. This wai; 
5 ye,uJ aft.er the couuty seat was 
<:haug-c,1 from tho tonuor plnco to tho 
lntt•Jr. 

l u J8f;4 Mr. StricklauU p11rcl1asctl tlm 
pr,•1x•r(y of Ur. Cr:.,wfOrtl ou Liudou 
A vomw aud here he built his hcnuti­

. ful h'lmO. Muc h timowas Hl">OUt iu 
Uo:mtiryiug tho grouucls, iu tcnaciug 
111\'~ lawn amt iu p\autiug trce:11 au1l 
,-.hn1Uliory. 

Ah:mt t,llis tim~ Mr. t;:;trickh,tHl hohl 
tho plnco of t)ro,·ost mRrshall from 1 

rllis cougressional dJstric,. Ju 1868 
11-, was elected cougretJSun.n rr~m this I 
d ~:-trin.. Al~hoa,::h h is duties called 
him away a great deal or tho tiwo, 
h l_\ with Mr:;. Sr-rictlan:l fonntl much 
ti 11H1 to 110\·otu ro ctlncat ioual mat tors, 
a111l alwavs worte<I for t ho bost iut.or-
l'St~ llf tltti' towu. ' \ 

)fr. !lu,l Mr . .;. :::itrid:.h\O..tt-".wero i,too.l 
n1 turtui11crs au j theyf.1i~ ·r~t~·. th3ir fonr 
dmrw i.ug d m;_;h!c~. :.~ ~1ct;_ t he horlHl 
~ ~." wtth r,~sttnt1es . .. umeron.s aro 
tli, • h:,lls aict parties rccoi-tl0tl iu tho 
111iuds o! ma11y or our old NRitlout.-1. 
t:0111pa11y oft-cu came 10.~ u from Wush ­
i11:.:1 )u n u ·l hclpcj m arte··ruerry. 

Mrs. A. 0. Hout giv0tt .a clc!¾;ript-h.111 
,,t' a ,-::nwu sho luul m,u tO_ to ntl~mtl :rn 
01..·r·nsio n of th is ki:-\1 . . 'It,~\ \'M of ,:nil. 
low allll LJluC ::hange i bJe silk, waclc 
with iin.mous-0 sleeves, a full skirt lo 
acc:OJJt1J10l1at.o tile large hoop:s. nod uock 
~li:.;hr,ly low Her hnir wns drosse,l iu 
11,v prf•• 1. iliu).!' fMhiou thbu, par~rt iu 
r lu, mi111llo ;rntl com'>o,1 low 0\"0r tho 
u.LrS w1t.J1 I\ hOJ,{8 lmzk corub. or 
c 11t1r:;t1 t.110 fau, scsrf nu1l hngo poke 
hauuot wHro not lnckh1g. Tho 1.tu :os 
id wnys took place iu tlio largo room 
11:idi or Mr. S tri ckbml ':i titu,ly. 'l'ltjK 
r.:'lom ~xtoudotl tho eu tiro "'idth of t-ho 
hou:--,•. 

1.h•,•hlc:S tlit•sl! r..,sti ,· itio,- umuy sor­
b tls g.\me:; of che:;s were ph,ye<l H.S tho 
host w:1.~ nu e xceUeut player sud soruo 
or lHl T ol l Nsit16Uts CIIU re1ncmpor 1.J l· 
i 11;: h a1lly h'.ln t-OU, 

• Mr.:.. Striclaud was n lady of au 
t•x t.ro1m.-ly :-trou·i; chan 1.ctc). ::iho was 
0110 of tho ori~iUAtors of Che R endiug 
Circle out of which ~rew tl10 preseut 
L .. •liu~• Literary Club. 

'!'heir dH.agh ~N: were e<lncatetl Rt 
tho Uuh-ersity of Mlchigau a.u 1· ro­
t·t, i n•d, n:s well , tho best or 1101110 
tr,,i11iu1-:. Muth1', thu o lflost, st,mlirnl 
l!"r. tt.Ull afterwards married Shcldou 
l'.. C lark or Hoetfor<l, Illiuois. She 
uow tca.::ihc5 puliameo tary law lu thA.t 
place. Al ida ht uow Mrs. W. H. East- 1 

111nu of Grand Rapids Rud iJ;1 at the I 
ht)atl ot' a tioe prhuto school &hero. 1 
.Tossio Wa:!i the wusic1l o ne or the / 
fautily. !iho excelled both iu voCH.1 
:,ud io:slrumeutal. After J1Ar marriage 1 
to Dr. Hermflu O.:1trauder o f Laos iug, j 
:she wout to that. place, whore Rh8 
diNl sou1e y&ars ago. Hattie was 
wurrittd to J . E. AllaUsu, aud uow 
1 ivcs iu U )Ci.:for:1, Illinois. 

lu 188l Mr. Strickla ud clied •t Bnttlo 
Crook, where he ht1.d gone for trea.t-
1uc11t. Mrs. Sticl.:laud followed h im 
in 1nU5. St. J ohus thus lost two ot 
her l>ost ci t,iz.eus, aud very soou the 
olcl hoose will be torn down to 111111.:e a 
place l:,r t "le haudum e ucw- Uat,holic 
\!l<litico, which will l>o < re :ted this 
summer. With the passing or thi, 
oltt hl~3, oa, ot the old laudmarks 
ot the c i ty w ill bo Josi, but tho mom­
orioK ot the pa.sc will alwars remain 
ll.'i Jout,t" tU t here l:l au "oldettt luhabi• 
laut"' le!H-0 n,::all tho,c former hai>Jly 
ilay:s. 

I 
I 
i 
i 

l 
I 
l 



) ) ) 

DeWitt-Bath Review History Monday, February 13, 1995 9 

Matson and Skorich office was home to Bradfield family 
Ily KEN COIN 

Walter Hubble came to 
the area in 1 837 as an 18-
year-old member of the 
"Waterloo Joint-Stock Co." 
which founded Wacousta. 
He was (with perhaps a 
brother) a merchant there 
for the corn pany until 1840 
and remained a resident 
until 1844 when he moved 
to some government land 
he had purchased in 1836 
in Essex Township (no·rth 
and west of present St. 
Johns). He remained there 
only a few years before 
mov\ng back south, to 
DeWitt, in 1846. Here he 
established himself in 
partnership with Court­
land Hill in a general store 
on the northeast corner of 
Washington and Bridge (on 
the present site of Terrano­
va's). 

That same year (1846), 
Hubble purchased the lots 
where the Matson & Sko­
rich offices are now located 
and, in 1848, built the pre­
sent building as his home. 
He apparently arrived in 
DeWitt with a political rep­
utation for, aside from his 
vocation as a merchant, he 
was elected county clerk in 
1846 and held the office 
until 1850. He was also 
elected justice of the peace 
in 1848. His political 
career see1ns to have 
offered a s uffici ent wage 
for it was also in 1848 that 
his partnership with 
Courtland Hill dissolved 
and Hill (Bengal Town ­
ship's first settl er in 1837) 
returne d to hi s own s ub­
stantia l homes tead in that 
t,0wnship. 

The old Randolph Strickland home at 202 E. Wash­
ington, currently the law offices of Matson and Skorich. 

Although this photograph was taken over 50 years ago, 
the house itself was, at that time, nearly 1 00 years old. The 
picture shows a unique feature original to the house, a 
recessed porch (on the right) which faced the west Tending 
to her flower beds in the center is Jessie Bradfield: the 
house was "home" to the Bradfield family for many years in 
the middle of this century. Ca. 1939, Helen Hilts, photogra­
pher; courtesy of Dan Matson. 

For Hubble, what 
appeared to be a political 
career on the rise was sim­
ply a flash in the pan. He 
died in the fall of 1851 at 
the young age of 34 and 
was buried in the DeWitt 
Cemetery. 

Randolph and Mary 
(Gooch) Strickland bought 
this home soon after their 
marriage in 1851. (You'll 
remembe r Mary: it was 
h er mother who had the 
mis fortune of falling off the 
packet. boat a long the Erie 
Canal. ) T he s ite was con­
veni ently lncHLed for 

Strickland next to the 
county jail. He was elected 
county prosecutor in 1852, 
a position he retained until 
his election to the state 
Senate in 1860. In 1862 
the Stricklands sought 
greener pastures (and a 
huge brick mans ion) and 
moved tn the new village of 
St. Johns. 

About 1870, the hnrne 
was purchased by E lisha 
and Frances I l\farsh a ll ) 
Pike, who remai ned here 
until the 18SO's when t.hey 
bC'came part of the large 
migration nf De Witt fami ­
lies who relocated t.() the 
area nf Wolverine, Mich i­
gan. 

Except for the elimina­
tion of the porches, the 
house remains much as it 
originally did nearly 150 
years ago. Several orig inal 
interior doors, with thumb 
latch catches, remain 
intact. The solid structure 

w.-1s built with post. a nd 
beam construction and the 
unique hi1>-roof is self-sup­
porting, offeri11g- a l.ng<' 
~t>cnnd floor "chamlwr•·, 

o ri ginally accessed b_y a 
1.i11_y clo:-::.et :-::.tn ircalle. 

Kn, Coin i.--. r1 n·side11/ o/ 
/), ,\,Viti a ,,,/ th e on~a:-.; pri-
111c11)· hisfuria11. 

~ ..., 
0 
~ 
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. MARY L STRICKLAN□ 
Remains Laid to Rest in De­

witt, Friday 

CAME TO CLINTON IN 1847 
Beautiful Tributes to Memory of a 

Well Known Pioneer 

Tne funeral services for Mrs. Mary 
E. Strickland, who died Tuesday of 
last W<!ek at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. J. E. Alla.hen, of Rockford, Ill , 
were h eld ~~riday, at I :00 o'clock, at the 
old home of tlie late Hon. Randolph 
S trickland, corner of Linden avenue 
u.nd Oass street, in this city. 'fhe. Rev. 
George E lliott Oooley. Jl_astor ?f. All 
Saints church, Grand Rapids, offic1at~d. 

A 1mloctod choir, consisting of Miss 
Helen Corbit, .Miss ~dith Dunn and 
Mrs. D. W. Kelley, with Dewitt Hu_nt 
as pianist, rendered touching °:1u~1c. 
Mrs. K elloy sung a beautiful and tittmg 
11olo-"::lanctu11." Rov. Mr. Oooltiy 
read some vorises in the old and IIOW 
testament. He quoted beautiful pas­
sages from Lowell, Ttmnys~lll and . fro~ 
G11orge Elliott's, "The Choir Inv1s1ble , 
and road beautiful verses composed ~v 
the grandson of the deceased, Elwm 
Strickland. . 

Tht1 Lansing & St. Johns ~lectnc 
Railroad sent two s})tlcial cars to car_ry 
the body and friends to the Dew1_tt 
comotory, whore tho remains were la.id 
to rest. 

It is interesting to note that the early 
m,.rrie d lifo of t h e Into H o u . R .. udolph 
Strickland and his widow, the dec_eased, 
was spent in Dewitt; that their old 
home still stands upon the banks of the 
Looking G lass river; that _when M~. 
Strickltmd died he w11s onned III tins 
o ld aod oldest cemetery in Clinton 
county, and now his love's mate sle~P:' by 
his side while tbeir souls havo Joined 
the choir invsible. 

The Strickland family was one of the 
oldest and wost respected known Ill 
Central Michii,:1.u. 'l'he late H ou._ Ran­
dolph Strickland was a sound, brilliant 
lawyer, an ablo cougresswau, 11 true 
friend and a patriotic citizen. 'l'he de­
cea8ed, tender, gentle, true , adored by 
her fariilv a nd beloved by all, was one 
of thtl bearuing light points in St. Johns 
cirClt!s. 'l'hree daughters surv~v~ he r'. 
~rs. Strickland-Clark, of C lncago , 
Mrs. W. H . Eailtruan, of Grand Rapids; 
u.ud Mrs. Dr. John Alla.hen, of Rock­
ford, Ill. : and oiitht grand children. 

LAMPHERE-WARD 

MRS. MARY E. STRICKLAND 
Passed Away at Hockford, 111.•--He­
malns Will Be Brouicbt Here Friday 

Mrs. Mary E. Strickland, one of the 
first eottlers in 8t. J ohnB und widow of 
the luto Hou. Randolph Strickland, 
died '£uosday 11t tho home of lrnr dangh­
t.er, Mr11. J. E. Allit.bon , of Rockford, 
Ill., where Hhe went from this city last 
December. H er daughter, Mrs. Strick­
land Clark, was with her when the end 
came. 

Mrs. Strickland came with her hus­
band to ·Dewitt, Oliuton couuty, in 1847 
1111d in 18U2 moved to St .. Johns and 
soon after they erccttld tl1e large brick 
residence at- the corner ot Linden Ave­
u ue and Cass stroet. In l 8!J7 Mrs. 
Strickl1md Buffered a stroke of paralyHis 
and since that ti.'no had been in feoble 
health. She is survived by three duugh­
ters, Mrs. Allabcu, Mrs. Clark and 
Mrs. Allid1\ Eastman, of Grand Rapids. 
Sho also leaves eight grand c hildrfln . 

'l'he remains will be brought to St. 
Johns today and funeral servic!'s will 
be held ~'riday, aftf;r which the remains 
wi11 be tak(::n to Dewitt and laid to rost 
by the side of her husband. Services 
at Strickland refidence at l o'clock. 

Wedding invitations and engraved 
ci.rds at AlliHon'11 Jew1>lry Store. 60-tf 

Your Checks are tteaay 
Claims against the Olinton County 

Agricnltural Society will be paid at the 
St. Johns National Bank. Oall there 
and get your check. 

GEo. N . FERltEY, Sec'y. 

All kinds o! sewmg machine needles 
at PJ.RKIDR'S JEWELRY STORK, 

50-t!. 

C\,,-.i t.,1'-1 14_p . 10 -rz-19or 
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Betrothal ]\fade ···, . 

1 9 J 
3 

Pu~_ic At ·Party , 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernie Sti-ong en­

trrtaiiied a group of 30 young- peo- · 
ple iiL an informal party at their 
:1ome Saturday evening, Nov. 11 LO 
announce tht> coming ma.niagt: of 
their daui;hL~,· Ludlle t,o J,tck Gal­
lai;her, ;;on of Mr. and Mrs. l"aL­
ridc Gallagher. The wedding· will 
rn kc place Dec. :i:3. 

It being ln the, form of a hard 
lirne pany, prl:t.es were ottered for 
the worst looking coslumes, ev£:ry-
1:Jody coming dres:x:ct. his hardest. 
Mrs. Wm. Mo.ct,herson of l<'O'wler, 
won the prize foi· being the ·worst 
dressed woman and Willard · Krebel ~. 
of St. Johns was cho:;en from tl1e 

, men. Games and stunk'> were U1e 
I diversions or t.he 1;:vening. Rerre:;h-

ments were served by W1e • hostess. 
· Ci nests were present fl'Om St . . ' 
; Johns, F'owler and Lansing. 
l l ., , . .,._ 
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l\'lltS. CHARLES E. ST1tONG 

Diane :Brainerd Is Saturday 
Bride of Charles :E. Strong 

Now en route to a New York She carried a bouqut:t of 
hOlll!ymoon whe rn they wil l wl'tile n,ses ancl t:arnat.ions 
visit Niagara Falls and the with pink rosctles intennin• 
Wor!J's Fair are Mr. and Mrs. glee!. 
Charles E. Strong, who were Mrs. Judy Ballantine of 
married SaLUrday aHcrnoon Wichita Falls, Tex., sister · of 
in the Michigan State U11ivcr• the bride. w;is rmJ tron of hon-
sily Alumn~ Memol'ial Chapel. or. 

The bride , the former Miss She wore a floor-length 
Diane Priscilla Brainerd, at- . semi-sheath of aqua shanlas­
tendecl MSU and completed tick with a floating !Jack pan-

. tlw :;ecretarial course there. el. A matching pillbox ' hat 

.I 
I 

Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. with ~hort v<.:il completed her 
1
. 

Francis n. Brainerd, 2022 enseml:ile . ,, 
Byrnes Road. Iclenti<.:ally gowned brides.' 

The 'bridegroom is a June maid was Miss Marilyn Belk­
graduate of MSU, where lie nap of Lansing. · 
was arfiliatecl with Delta Tau Dick Ford of Franklin served ·I 

. Della IraternilY., as besl man, and ushers were t 
He ' is I.he son of Mr. and Jerry Beers, David Marlcns 

' Mrs: Durwurd Strong of Lake and Hobe1·t .Robin:;on. · r 
' Odessa. A reception in jhe c!rnpel 

Diane's floor length gown lounge followul the cere1r10ny . 
. featured an appliquccl organdy Upon their return Julle 20, 
· bodice an1I a mocl1fied sheath the ncwlyWt!dS will Ii\'\? in 
..,l ine1~~~iX1c,,,_, ,; • i,1.lfl§W~· .~_._.._ ...... ..!.~~- ~----- ·'; 
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rRiley Young lVIan 
'l'o Wed Cleveland i 

Girl On Saturday /YJO 
Chnence Stronll'. ;;on or Mr. and . 

Mrs. Verne StJ·ong or Rlley town­
_ shl1> Ulld Elhel Pinter, ctungl\trr of 
Mrs. Jo~cphme Pluler or Clevelanc.l 
Ohio, wdl be marrlt!d nL Clevt:Ju11d 
on Aur:usL 9. Only immt:dlatc mein-

11 bt:rs of bot)1 !umllies will 'be pre.s-
ent. 

Mr. and M1·s. Verne Strong und 
I daughter Lucille left on 'fhursdoy 
of thl-; we,~k fur Oleveland to u.L­

, tend the Wl!dding. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clurcnce Strong 

will vi.sit M.lch1gun on Lhdr wccldlng 
tnp a nd Mr. and Mrs. Verne 
su·ong will hold✓• a reci:pWon tor 

: Lllern. "l]ortly. 

., 

.... 

---



OBSERVE ANNIVElt$ARY 
Mi-. o.·nd Mr$. Vern D. S'ti·ong or 

Riley town:;lup, obsi::rve:d Lheir· 40th 
wedding anniversary Clirl:;tmus Duy 
ut the home of .Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Grenlund o( Bnnnistt;r. The anni­
versary was eelebrnt'ect in Lhe same 
housl! in which they we.re . mnrned. 

1 They hav·e three cl1ild ren. Mr~. Jack , 
Gnllaghei·, whp was present with her 
fnmlly, and Jyrrs. E11os lluclianan 
i'lml Clarence Strong, both u! Clevc­
lm,d, Ohio, who wue unable to be 
\VIU\ them Christmas Day. OLher 
guests were Lymon Cobb and dnugh­
Le1· Elizabeth, Miss Amy Cobb unLI 
Mr nml Mrs. Andrew Cobb und 
fao1i.lY of Blsie Anrtrcw Grenlund 
and Miss Annu' Gte11lurid of l:lan­
ntster, l,;veryOOC P,l'CStmL W!Sll)cl 
thew many more years togeU1er l 9 tO 
'- -· ·· ·-·-·· 

•I 



YOUNG COUPLE WED 
IN RILEY DEC. 23 

:Ml!!iS LUCILJ,J~ STltONG AND 
JOHN GALL1\'Gll£Jt 'l'AlCE 

NUP'l'IAL VOWS 

\ On Saturday evening, Dec. 23 the 
home o! Mr. 11.nd Mrs. Vernie 
Bt.rong oJ Riley,· was Uw sc,,ne ot 
an o.tLrnctlve wet.lcllng wheu tht:lr 
<laughwr, Lucllle, bec11111e the bride 
of John Gallai;her, son o!" Mr . ancl 
Mrs. Putrick Oallaghe:r or Beng-hl. 

A.t CXllCtly 6 f). Ill. the couple took 
their plucc:; before n, ~autlful bank 
of Christmas decorations -where the 
rint:r ccreinony was rearl by Rev. L. 
A. F'1shCL The bride WllS bei,uLl­
fully i;-ownccl In ![Old" crepe and 
rn.rrled n. bouqul!t of carnations und 
:;napclrui:ons. They were attcncted 
by !lfr. !ind.Mrs. Clarence Strong of 
CleyeJand, 01110. 

The immet11at.e rt!liltivcs or tl1e 
bride: ru\d t:rrOOtll wttne~<id th.; 
c·crc:n1011y, 'llitcr which a ttu·ce­
cow·se wedding dinn,!r wits se rvecl 
o.v Miss Anna G renl1,1.ncl, :Miss Cora 
Hob,,rt and Mllm Alh:e Krcble. 

'l'he couple u.re well known young 
people, W1e E,'TOOm being L• .~uccetiti­
ful farmer of Benglll, wh1lc the 
bride is u. teacher in the public: 
;,chools. A!ter a ;,llort wedding tour 
Lhey will be at home on Lhe Oal­
laglter !arm In Ben~al. 
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DeWitt:reinerribered: 
BusirleS.S.rri~ll 
Ii n ked · De.Witt··· 
anct. ·st~-,·Joti'.ns: · 

; ., . "'. ' . ..~ .. ':Jr. ~- ,.:"{; '·,r··~-. ,i.; ··: ,c..a:,:, ' ... ;,. 'c,.'\ 

-,BYJmN:COcy·1.,,..;;· .-:.\:1 ·~ 
' . . . . • : ' . . ,~:: '., . . -~- i 

Back when Rip was a pup _and Clinton County 
was formed, DeWitt (or, more specifically "Scot­
t's") was named as tiie 'cowity'sea(Now, at that .. 
time, ·anything cif any progr,essive· substance lay _-
on the south side of the rivei"ih'tb:e'village of New ·. 
,Albany. About all.that h~d been d~~loped on the, 
north side, at "Scott's" was ,siinply .Capt. Scott's 
continually expanding log cal>in. -So, ·in 1841, . 
Capt. Scott, figuring that ifhe'was going to·keep · 
the cou~ty seat on .his .sid~ of f:!ie, river he'd b_est 
take action. Much to the_ ,wi~e_-eyea.amazement.of (. 
his friends and family he b~gar1p!cinifoff streets 
and blocks in the midst of his fores~ ., . . . :, . 
.,h_J;P. his .cnidit, '.,wit~in~ the __ n~~,ti .!_§: Y~~~J.he · .; . . . 

. would see .. much-of'his·villll. ge. beic m·e -qf-reillity , ,, THIS AMBROTYPE in the DeWitt Library's col­
with graded streets' and subs_taiitj. liomes, shops . ·1ection is the oldest known photograph of DeWitt 
and' stores;-'The orie, pictured abQv ~was built by ·!Ind dates to the late 1860's. 
John Hicks, who came-to DeWitt" .. i.; ,clerk for his The quaint ,Greek Revival style store building 
uncle, David SturgtS, the'first merqnant ff) estab- (advertisiAg "Root Beer,. Candy and Groceries") was 
lish hirriselfin Scott's town ofDeWitt. . · · • • located on the northwest corner of Bridge and Main 

-Having heard the rumor (through political con- and was typical of many commercial buildings built 
nections) that a railroad was ·being -plotted · in the early 1850's when DeWitt, as county seat, 
through the center · of the · county. (bypassing enjoyed a lucrative market for goods and services. It 
DeWitt to the north by several miles), $turgis burned.in the 1930 fire. 
went i!}to Bingham Township, where he found Peeking out in the left background is the first 
none other than the state's Auditor;General, The Methodist Church building. Built in 1865, I believe it 
Commissioner of the Land Office, the State Trea- was moved across the street in the 1890's (when a 
surer, the Deputy ·Attorney-Ge~ra~ . and the. brick !eplacement was constructed) and is still 
Chief Engineer of the proposed · ad company standing, as the nucleus of the Foo Ying restaurant. 
all flitting about trying to gobble p_ land before Photo courtesy of the DeWrtt Library. 
the news broke out that a railroad .. was making :. . . . . . 
tracks that way. · ; : · '' · ·· · : · · "" ' · ; •, l ., • • • 

They might have incorporated themselves into tier jokels dubbed. him "Hog Hicks." Socially with­
the partnership of Dewey, Cheatam ahd Howe, drawn, it is said that when in public he usually 
but they didn't and although he wasn't invited · wore a veil to hide his affliction. 
into the inner fold oft.his close-knit group, Sturgis In.1856, with ·the county seat moving to St. 
was there that summer day in 1854 when they· Johns assured (nothing left to do but take a vot.e 
came up with the more apostolic name· of St. to make it legal), Hicks packed up his wife Eliza, 
Johns. For his part, Sturgis did get a street name sold his store-in_ DeWitt to James Sturgis and 
in his honor. · .. moved to St. Johns. There he soon transformed 

Meanwhile, back in DeWitt, John Hicks con~ his small business into a mini-empire which also 
tinued to manage the Sturgis business.invest~ in~luded shipping, banking and manufacturing. 
ments and soon bought him out, after Sturgis · He became one of the wealthiest men (the wealth­
decided_ that_ St. Johns he!~ the ~e.ttet\ ~~r:it~! •,iest if'we'~ only co1:1Ilting honest money) ~ the 
Soon after his purchase, Hicks built tlie store pie- cowity. His mercantile store went out of busmess 
tured here and began his own business, .',, shortly after its 100th year, but his lovely Victori­
. Although an excellent businessman; ~cks diq . an .mansion is still standing· on-State Street (M-

not mix well with the general mercantile set. He ·21), a block west of the courthouse. ··: 
had the misfortutre of a disfiguring birthmark Ken Coin is a DeWitt resi.dent and the area's 
which covered most of his face and-the cruel fron primary historian. ... : 
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DeWitt remembered: 

Photo courtesy of Don Hamish 

THE TREADWELL FARM ON EAST MAIN STREET IN DEWITT, ca. 1918. The vantage point of the 
photographer would be standing in the driveway of Chet Church·s house looking west across the lot 
where Edith Hayner's new home is now located. This photo is from the snapshot album of Reva 
(Treadwell) Derham, courtesy of Don Harnish. 

Edith Hayner'~ new home 
.isn't the first on this land 

By KEN COIN 
Something's happening on east Main Street 

in the wooded lot between the Catholic 
Retreat and Edith Rayner's new home. 

Trees are coming down and dirt is being 
moved: a sharp-eyed excavator might find 
something interesting there besides the rock 
piles and old foundations. This small lot just 
happens to be one of the oldest home sites in 
Clinton County and as the above photo shows, 
it has gone through quite a change in the past 
few generations. It just goes to show how 
quickly we humans can tum a woodlot into a 
building lot and in turn, how quickly Mother 
Nature can reclaim her own. 

Before Capt. Scott put his plat of DeWitt on 
paper there were other platted villages in the 
vicinity. One called Middletown was located 
on the north side of the river and exactly east 
of the old plat of DeWitt. Without putting you 
to sleep with exact legal descriptions of the 
placement of Middletown, just imagine that it 
was roughly the property which now incorpo­
rates the Catholic Retreat, Earl and Esther 
Klaver's fann and the new homes along the 
south side of east Main. 

Middletown did not survive the economic 
panic of 1839 and when the "village" was sold 
by the state for back taxes.in 1842, David 
Sturgis, DeWitt's first merchant north of the 
river, was one of the buyers at that sale. He 
soon added to tl,is purchase by buying the 
entire east portion of Capt. Scott's platted vil­
lage, which included the lands this house ,. 
would occupy. Judging by the tax rolls, 
Sturgis built this house (or substantially 
added to it) between 1847 and 1852. 

When the whistle of the first locomotives 
lured Sturgis to St. Johns in the mid 1850's he 
sold this house to JW Gardner, who used it as 
home base for his large farm. His fann was 
bordered on the south by the river, on the 

north by Cutler Road, on the west by DeWitt 
Road and on the east by the fann now owned 
by Jim Wadel. 

In 1868, Gardner reduced the size of his 
fann by selling off everything on the north 
side of Main Street/Round Lake road. 

The new owners of this old house was the 
family of Orrin and Loran a Pennell. Forty 
years later it passed to their youngest son, 
Mark (J ohn and Marjorie's father) who lived 
there until about 1910 when he built a retire­
ment home at 210 E. Main and sold the fann 
to the Treadwell family. 

It was Charles Treadwell, a thresher in the 
DeWitt area for many years. who purchased 
the house and fann on the north side of Main 
street, with brothers John and Edward 
Treadwell buying the lands along the south 
side. 

Charles and May (Dunham) Treadwell, 
with their two daughters Ila and Reva, lived 
in this house until 1918 when they moved to 
their newly-built stone house on east Main 
now owned by Chet Church. After that date 
the old house fell into disrepair. What hap­
pened to it? I can't find the answer. As is too 
often the case it's the more recent history I 
have trouble with. It appears in an aerial 
photo ofDeWitt of the mid-1920's but after 
that? I've asked many people who remember 
the house and barns being there, then remem­
ber them not being there but don't recall how 
they came to "not be there". Judging by the 
~ize,of some of ~~e .t~ee~.i?i th~t,lo,h,i'c/, ~~Y, it's 
not been there for a very long time. 

As to the fann lands which would later 
become the Catholic Retreat, the Suffatt fami­
ly bought Charles Treadwell's farm in the 
1930's and slowly transformed the rolling 
fields with the planting of pine trees. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt resident and the area's 
primary historian. 
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Mrs Jaines Sturgis 
Buried . at Dewitt 

Dewit-The body of Mrs. James 
Sturgis, who died in California in 
January was shipped to Chicago 
and pla.cect' in a vault, but on ac­
count of the cold weather it was not 
brought to Dewitt until last Thurs­
day. The burial services were con­
duced by Rev. H. R. Strong, and 
the body interred in Dewitt cem­
etery by the side of her husband. 
Besides the son from Maryland 
there were two auto loads or rela­
tives anrl friends from Ithaca pres­
ent at the burial. Mr. and Mrs. 
James Sturgis were early resi­
dents of this place. At one time 
Mr. Sturgis owned and operated a 
general store here where Glenn 
Cole's Implement store stands. 

CL .. ). Cu . R-e\ N evJS 
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Another olu pioneer gone.- James 
Sturgis ot='lthaca, Mich., but formerly of 
this place, died at his home in Ithaca, 
'l'hnrsuiiy last, of consumption. His re­
mains were brongh~ to this place for in­
h'nnent. The funeral services were held 
at the 1\1. K chun~, . this place, la11t Sab· 
bath unu were largely attended. The 
dcceascu w:w a brother of Alfred Sturgis 
of near this village. . Mr. Stu1gie came 
here in 18-45 and followed mercantile 
business for nearly twenty years and is 
well and favorable known by m·any old 
rcsiucnts in this locality. He leaves a 
devoted wife, a large family and many 
friend:1 to mourn his loss. IAoo. 

Fd.1. 12 1 158.&. 

C\1,J. Rep· 
z-11..1 - l €/t.. ~( 
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From the St. Johns, Michigan "CLHJTON REPUBLICAN" 

Edition of Friday, ft1arch 4, 1864 Page 3 Column 2 

JUDGE DAVID STURGIS, one of the earliest settlers of this county, 

who for many years was a prominent business man at DeWitt, and 

who has subsequently been engaged in business at this place and 

Bridgeville, some twelve miles north of this, died at the latter 

place on Sunday morning last, after an illness of a few days only. 

The deceased was also identified with the policical history of 

this county, having been elected ons of tha side Judges of the 

County Court 1> before that institution l!Ja s abolished; and also 

served one term in the Legislature of this State, se11etat years 

sines. Judge STURGIS ~as marri ed to Miss JULIA WRIGHTt of this 

village, about one year since, since which time he has resided at 

Bridgeville. The f uneral took place at the M. E. Church, in 

this village, on l•Jednesday, and was largely attended., The fun-

eral discourse was preached by Re v . A. WOOD 1 the officiating 

minister of that church. 



Clan ,ucc Pulnnt:y oi Olive and Mi,sa 
nutll Sutfin -0[ O~ill l OW llbhlp, Wtlrtl 

llllll"J'iecl MOUllllY nvon nt the Method-
18t ~,ur:1011111{8. Hev. C. J. Kruso or-
1ic iatod. 'l' he couplo were ut~en<lod I 
Ly Mhlll Florouco f'hinnoy (,)r Ollvu 
aud Carl ~acharnrn or lhltl city . 
.. .. , . ' ... . " ·•· . , _ .. - · ,,. - ~ -
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De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
-...._ ily Faye Hanson ....._ 

De W I t t ha s I c s own po e t I n t he p e r s o,n o f H r s • 
Pheba Sweet of 217 Scott . Street, Mrs. Sweet Is 
87 years young and . has always written poetry. She 
has resided In De\.Jltt for 4 years, comi'n9 here• 
from Delta Mills where she spent most of her mar-
ried llf.e on a farm. She is doubly sweet as she 
has been married twice and both times to men by 
the name of Sweet, - although they .were riot brothers. 
tier daughter, Mrs. Naomi Tenney, I Ives on West , 
tiowe Road and her Hranddauqhters, Mrs. Mary Wood-
ruff and Mrs. Jean Blizzard live In De\Jltt. She 
often babysits with her great 9randchlldren, lives 
alone and does her own housework. She stlll wrlt~s 
poetry. many times to comemmorate a friend's blrth-
d a y o r f o r o t h e r s p e c i a I Oj c a s I o n s • S h e ha s . h a d 
two volumes publl~:1ed and the following poem is 
from a volume entitled "P.EMINISC ENCES OF DAYS GONE 
8 y." 

AT THE AUCT, ION 
Today 1-1e went to the auc;:tion 
It's l ots of fun you know 
There were mobs and mobs of folks there 
Though the wlnd · was bitter cold, 

sat In the car and watched them 
As they mulled aroun~ the place 
Some hanging on to the youngsters 
Others carryinq them from place to place, 

They laughed and seemed so happy 
Though occasionally some rain drops fcl 1 
i.Jhy couldn't the \~orld In genera l 

_Enjoy I i f e q u i t e so \-te I I ? 

Happy Mother's Day, Mrs. Sweet. 
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