
c1:nton.·County Sasquicentennidl 
·Atwell Simmons first settler in Ri·ley Town.ship 

Editor's Note: In celebration of the sesquicenten• 
nial of Clinton Cou_nty, the Clinton County News in 
cooperation with the Clinton County Historical Socie­
ty and Clin ton County Archi ves will present weekly 

I features about individuals and happenings in Clinton 
Countyfro.m 'years.ago . 

I Following is Ibis week's feature, written by Ken 
1 Coin, about Atwell and Lovina ·rKnappJ Simmons. 

. I 
By KEN COIN 

I The first' settlement in what would become Riley 
1 / Township began in !he summer of 1836 when Atwell 

Simmons made a trip from his home in Salem, 
Washtenaw County to the Scott settlement .on the . 
Looking Glass River. • , • '· : · · · · ' 

He made the trip with the intentions of· surveying 
the surrounding country side in J:!opes· of locating 
some favorable governmental la_nd. · 

His wife had given him explicit Instructions that 
any land he considered for a new h'ome should c~n­

,tain a.good sugarbush and be in <;lose proximity to a 
late, a throw back to her (girlhood days spent near 
H'orieoye Lake in Ontario C(!Unty; New York. 

ATWELL WAS impresj;ed-witb the land near the 
"Scotts." The parcels he noted and eventually pur• 
chased 'from the , government land office at 
Kalamazoo on July 30, 1836, lay in Riley and Olive 
towns~ips. - · ·• · 

He was also able to oblige his wife's requirements 
• as Muskrat Lake was but a short distance off and the 
sugarbush which was on the tract would later gain a 

' reputation as one of the b~st in southern Clinton 
County. • . 

Atwell Simmons was'born in Bristol, Ontario Coun­
ty, New York on S~pt. 26; .1806, the son of Ephriam 
and Lydia (Bowen) Simmons. ·· 

His. entire you.th was spent In that region and In 
November of 1830 he was married to Lovlna Knapp. 

She was born on May 22, 1sos; at Nassau, 
Rensselaer County, New York, the daughter of 
Samuel and Polly (Hines) Knapp. As a young girl, 
her parents had moved to Ontario where the re­
mainder of her youth was spent. 

IN 1/JJZ, Atwell and Lovlna moved to Michigan ter­
ritory, settling In Salem Township . Here, two 
children were born to them, George Riley and Amina 
Louisa. 

In· November of 1836, after proper preparations, 
the Simmons family set out In a wagon, drawn by ox­
en, with one cow tied to the rear of the wagon box. 

/ Regarding their early lift' In Riley Township-, th-e 
· following was written early In this century by their 

great-granddaugh ter, Agnes (Pik e) Steinhardt. 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH of the·descentlents of Atwell and Louina (Knapp) Sim­
- ·- ·mons was taken In Riley T~wnstJlp ln.1900.. Sta~_qinQ-_(\efI 19 ·rig_tlt):: J~r~ri;ie 

Dills, Estella (Cook) Dills, George R. Simmons, Elizabeth (Tucker) Simmons, 
Edna (Randall) Pike, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt. unknown, unknown, Marc . D.L. 

. . 

. ,. Photograph courteay Faye Hanun Publlc Library 
f utler .. Maud (Randall) Cutler. Seated (1131.t Jo righ t): Amor! B. Cook, David Sco,tt 
Pike, Viola (C'Ook) Pike, Ella (Simmons) Pike , Ida (Cook) Randall, Amrna (Sfm . ..... 
mons) Cook, unknown, Millard Filmore Pike. 
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"The roads were in a terrible condition and the ox­

, en were often mired. After a six day journey they ar­
rived in DeWitt. Leaving- his family with William 
Webb and his wife who lived about a mile west of the 
Scott settlement, Atwell went on to cut a road 
·through the forest and to build a log· cabin for a home. 

THIS CA.BIN was 14 by 16 feet, built without boards 
or nails_ Logs were fastened together with wooden 
pins. A shake roof was bound on with pol~s. A pun­
cheon floor of split Jogs with a space in front of a 
large fireplace, filled with clay for a hearth and with 
a quilt hung in place for a door, ·Atwell brought his 

-family home. . 
The time required to·build this crude cabin was 

less than two weeks. Later, a door was made of the 
dry goo~s-box in which. their goods were packed 
whlle movlng.- . · 

Here, in an unbrokeh wilderness, with many wild 
animals about and only Indians for callers, Atwell 
began clearing the land. Water was obtained from a 

. spring a short distanci; w~st of the cablp. . 
One day the little boy, George, was sent to .the spr, · 

1 
Ing with a sm~l! pail for water. He· soon ran.back to 

J. the .cabin exclalmlnJ, 'I}O\llld a_ljttle doggie but it 
ran away ·and wouldn't play with me! "• . ·· . 

THB PA.JlENTS sooil learned that It was 'a wolf in-
I steadofa4og._ ' •. :. , _ , •. ·· . . · . 
. With no fences, the cattle off en _strayed · some 

Loulna (Knapp) Simmons 

distance from the cabin. One night, Livona went in 
search of the cow and became lost In the woods. She 
found a tree which.had fallen and become lodged in 
another. Climbing this free she waited the coming of 
day break. Towards morning she was startled by the 
sound of a gun. Fearing Indians, she remained quiet 
until the lights came near. Then, she .was overjoyed 
to find that her husband and another pioneer were 
searching for he!,.'_'.,_ ~ ____ . 

· Atwell heid · many positions In local affairs, 
especially the schools of which he was a generous 
benefactor. Lovlna is credited with giving Riley 

· Township its name. She used the same as a middle 
name for her son, George Riley Simmons. 

Atwell died in Riley·Township_ on Oct. 27, 1881, and 
Lovina remained there until the lime of her death ori 
AprU-30, 1891. . 

GEORGE R. SIMMONS who had come to Clinton 
County"wllh his parents at the· age of four, married , 
_his former school teacher, Elizabeth Tucker on Dec. 
-21, 1853. .... . .· · . . . . . , ,. · . , . . . 

· _She ha~ coine to the area in. ~850 with her par~nts, 
Hiram and Lucy (SD)lth): ]'ucker. Followl.Qg their 
marriage, George arid Ellzabe~h took over partof Ills .. 
p~rents'. h·omeste11d,-_ the,portli>~ wh!ch Jay .in 011~~ . 

. Township ~p.d re.~ a~e!l there .first in a small a~an:­
. doned log cabin and lat~r iii a fine(rame house. until 

;. ••r '• •• ,;:,.,' •, • \ •• • 

Ir . 

;j•( ,) 
,-,; . ~.:t:r>:/ ;.11. ~~··1-;;·~•Y.r·;i_~':. - ;1: ,. ' ., .. ,. 

t:z?an tP7. .. e~nf./,;;__.,---.. . l.cu1.,il/1 . .. 1/i,·h. 

) ) 

1882 when they retired to DeWitt. rlage, Lovina's aunt and Lovina's cousin inarrled 
They had two children who lived to maturity, Atwell's sister. 

Hiram Atwell Simmons and Ella (Mrs. Mlllaf d The practice perpetuated onto Atwell and Lovina's 
Filmore Pike). · . .· · descendants· as ·"thelr grandson, Hiram Simmons, 

Amina Louisa Simmons, · a· mere infant_ of four married Alwell's brother's step-daughter, Carrie 
months when her parents brought her to Cllr)ton Swift; their granddaughter, Viola Cook married b~r 
County, married a young man .from an adjoining own second cousin (and. a foster son of her father's 
homestead, Amor! B. Cook on-Sept. 20, 1853: .- · sister) David Scott Pike, also a granddaughter of 
· He bad come with his · parents, Joseph and Atwell and Lovina and the practice, perhaps, con-
Charlotte (Herrick) Cook to·RiJey In 1840. · _ . eluded in the Dec. 13, 1905, marriage of the S!Jnmons' 

His father had, however, made . an earlier ap- . great-grandson, George S. Pike,. to an~ther ·_great-
pearance in 1838 at ~hich time he purch?sed the_land ·grandchild, Edna Randall. - · · . _ 
and built a log house. Following their' marriage, Now, while all ·of. this . may .. sound like a 
Amor_! and Amina occupied a log cab~ on the Cook genealogist's nlgh~mare, It Is presented here as an 
homestead. · . . · ' example of norm.al family ties in 19~ centµry Clinton , 
. Their homes Improved with time and they remain- ·county. ·. · . · . · . . 

- ed on this homestead until their deaths.• They had Equalfy it is an important concept to. remember 
three daughters who grew to adull1!ood, E. Estella when rese~rchlng any aspect o(~arly°Cllnton County 
(Mrs.Jerome Dllls),.lda 0. (Mrs. William Randall), history. The. main. reason, however,, ls that p~ple 
and Viola H. (Mrs. David Scott Pike). , · · · came to this county or relocated'wJthin it b~!lnse of 
, Atwell ·and Lovipa (Knapp) Simmons were both family cogne,ctions, often hidden,byJ h~ p•~!ni -Of 

-members o_t. a large-complex ,family network which generations. · , . .- · · : . ·, ;°' ·; ,.•·. _ _- ,:;_ ., , ,· 
extended hacli: _to PIU'itan.New-Engll)Dd (perhaps • Atwell and Lb¥ina Slmmol)s were·a1so•impo_rtant.. 

'. earllerh.. ' . ·. . . ' ' . . '.· .. pioneers within tbeµ- own· ·~xtep,~~.,_fa\D.llY a~}be . 

, . I 
;:: I 

. ,i 
· INTERMARRIAGE WITHIN ,the ex~n4ed family, . first to ~ome to Clinton County, ?,{any other_ cl~ and 

· typic?-I of man:,:_eai-ly AiliJ~_icali _fa~il!es, _was com- ~lstant braric_hes _ot the sµri~oils ~~d Jeliap_?. f~mllles .. 
monplace: Atwell's, father wed, for ~ se~~nd, 11}8,r~_-- · woWijf91low ;!heir le_~d. ··· •.,, . ·: :.;~;':t /, \, . ., \ 

, j ,, .. 

• - ' • ·.1·• : ·-:.: ~. • • • .• __ :,~-:--·.-·:~ -·~. ' , ..:: -· ,. -~~ 

' ·-... ·:?i, 
. ~~-... : 

~----,------ 1-----. _____ _......____ ..._,.. 
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GEOP.CE R. SIMM0;1,S OlAD 
c\XOTJlEH J>UO~JlXEXT DEWITT 

l.1:\X IS GO.XE. 

De""itt aga in lo~es a prominent cit• 
lzen in George n . Simmons who died 
yesterday morning. :.\Ir. Simmons was 

1 bo,·n In Sal;>m, \Vashtenaw count}' , on 
! January 23, 183 3, accompanying his 

I father to Riley in 1836, where on Dec· 
ember 21, 1863, hemarrled Elizabeth 

· , Tucker of Riley. Se,·en years later 
they moved to Olive, where they lived 

I till about 25 years ail'o when they re• 
, mo,·ed to DflVitt. 
• I Thirteen ·· · · ~ ago he had a paral• 
1 ytic stroke, and has been · ·- 0.a1th 

I m or e or less ever since. 
• Of their five children only one Is , ! living, Mrs. l\llllard Pike o! Olive. His 
, ! wife died February 5. The funeral 

I will be held Friday, meeting at the 'j house and thence to the 'M. E. church 
. . where Mrs. 0 . J. C: ·woodman of Paw 
. •,. Paw, of the Unlversallst church, will 

conduct services, Mr. Simmons hav• 
Ing been a member of that church. 

1 The Masons will also take part. I The deceased was · prominent In 
. many ways. He was a staunch Re• 
! publican and had been township treas• I urer several years. He was also mas• 

ter of his :\Iasonlc lodge, a member 
of the Eastern Star order, a. charter 
member of Olive Grange, and a mern• 
ber of the Pioneer society. 

This is the fifteenth .funeral In De• 
\Vitt since Xew Year_'s. 

., 
,! 



PIONEER OF CLINTON COUNTY 
l\illS. GEORGE R. SIMMONS PASS­

ED /\ WAY LA~'T J<'RIDAY. 
Mrs. George R. Simmons, a pioneer 

of Clinton county, died· last Friday 
morning In her seventy-third year. 
She was born at Owego. N. Y., Dec­
ember 23, 1834, and moved with her 
parents to Riley -township at the age 
of fifteen. Her maiden name was 
Elizabeth Tucker and she married 
George R . Simmons on ·December tl, 
1853. They moved to Olive, where 
they resided until twenty-three years 
ago, when they became residents of 
De'.Vll.t . 

Mrs. •Simmons was the mother or 
five children, only one · of whom, Mrs. 
Millard Pike of Olive, survives. Mrs. 
Simmons was a member of the Eastern 
Star and a charter member of the 
Olive grange. 

She also leaves a brother Joseph 
Tucker and one sister, Mrs. T. W. 
Barton, four grandchildren and one 
great-grandson. The funeral was 
held -Sunday, D,·. George Stocking of 
Lansing officiating; Interment In De­
Witt cemetery. 

S\ "So~M~ N~':) 
q~y - 1901 
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CEOP.CE R. SlMMOi{S OlAD 
.-\XOTHEU PRO~UXEXT DEWITT 

lL-\X IS GO.XE. 

ne,Yitt again IO$es a prominent cit• 
izen in George H. Simmons who died 
yes terday morning. :.\Ir. S immons was 

1 born in Salem, "'ashtenaw county, on 
1 JaP.uarr 23, 1833, accompanying his 

I father to Riley in 1836, where on Dec• 
ember 21, 1863, hemarrled Elizabeth 

· , Tucker of Riley. Seven years later 
. they moved to Olive, where they lived 
I till about 25 years ago when they re• 

• mon,d to ne,Vltt. · 
• I Thirteen ·. - · ~ ago he had a para!• 
t ytk stroke. and- has been · ··-,a)th 

I more or less ever since. 
• Of their five children only one Is , ! living, Mrs. l\Iillard Pike of Olive. His 
, 1 wife died February 5. The funeral 
, jl will be held Friday, meeting at the 

house and thence to the 'M. E. church 
. . where Mrs. 0. J. C , Woodman of Paw 
· 1' Paw, of the Unlversallst church, will 

conduct services, Mr. Simmons hav• 
Ing been a member of that church, 

1 The Masons wlll also take part. 
j The deceased was · prominent In 
. many ways. He was a staunch Re• 
! publican and had been township t reas­I urer several years. He was also mas• 

ter of his :\Iasonic lodge, a member 
of the Eastern Star order, a charter 
membe1· of Olive Grange, and a mem• 
ber of the Pioneer society. 

This Is the fifteenth -funeral In De• 
Witt since Xew Year,'s. 



DeWitt-- Yesterday 

and Today 
TIIE ADVERTISER • 

Thursday, february 13, 1975 
J ' 

ily Faye Hanson 

THIS IS A CLIPPING FROM A,~ 1891 PAPER: Wednesday 
May 22 1 about 75 friends and neighbors of Mrs. 
Lcvlna Sl111mons · called a,t her home In Riley (house 
still s t anding on the corner of Airport and Chad­
wick Roads) to celebrate her eighty fourth birth-
d a y , a n d t ho u g h i t 1-1 a s no t a s u r p r i s e pa r t y ; I t 
was really surprising to see a lady of her age 
with the apparent health and vigor of half her 
number of years, Her first home in Cl into.n County 
was on the farm w~ere she now resides and where 
she has been a c ontinuous resident for fifty•three 
years, (She and her husband, Atwell, were the ·first 
settlers in Riley Township). A nice rocker was pre• 
sented as a token of friendship; also a silk hand­
kerch i ef and a shoulder shawl by Seth Hunt and lady 
of St, Johns, other handerchiefs by friends, an ap­
ron by Mrs. Cook (her daughter) and some very beau· 
tiful lac e by Mrs, Ida Knapp, Music and dancing, In 
wh ich _Mrs . S immons joined, helped to pass away the 
afternoon which al I declared, had gone too soon. As 
usual a bount-iful repast was provided and partaken 
of with reli sh after which all returned to their 
homes, hoping to meet again on her next birthday, 

Direct descendants of Hrs, Simmons lJving In the 
DeWitt area now are Neil Cutler, Gerald Pike, Martha 
Reed a nd Bonnie l.fard, - Cl I pp Ing loaned by Mri and 
Mrs. Burl Diete r and photograph from my collection 
purchased from the late Maud Cutler Estate. 



~mNEtR Of AILEY 
· ! . 'SLEPl INTO. □EATH 
MRS. AllINA COOK DIED AT llEn 1

1 
HOll!E FRIDAJ; NIGHT. 

--+ 
Was DlsUnfUlsbed a& jLlrlng lo Illley 

Longer Than ~Au1 O.tber Fereoo­

Realded on Fnrni Sfnce '.S. 

:'Mrs. Amina Cook •. wire of Aworl 
B. Cook, died at her; bome In RIiey 
to~nshlp Friday nlgbt, July 22d. 
1910. 

Mrs. Cook was stricken wltb para­
lysl8 Mon~y. June l7lb, 1910. Ac­
t.er d!nner Monday she lay down to 
r est. Paralysis came wblle she ~·as 

: sleeping. She arolfSed enough to 
know her people'. and Wednesday 
morn[ng seemed quite Improved but 
before noon the s&COnd call came. She 
&eemed to aleep until Friday . night 
at 11 o'clock she peacefully passed 
to the better land. 

b,Uss · Amina Slmmons wa.s born 1n 
Salem, Was htenaw county, Mich. , July 
3d. 1836. The !ollowlng November she 
accompanied her pl.rents, Mr. and Mr,. 
Atwell SlmmoW1; t Q ·Ruer towoabip. 
Tbls was thb !Jrilt• . .:.lfi.iiy to settle in 
RUey, then an unbroken wlldernt!as, 

Th8 bardab1pa and prJvaUoos wblch 
Uieae early pioneers underwent can 
not be told. Onty those who went 
tbrough the sam~ tbrBlln.g ijXperlences 

1 
can "realize. , 

,In a short time after Mr. s1&.mons 
moved hJ• tamtly to Riley, Amor! s. j 
Cook accompanied by his, parents, Mr. I 
and M rs. Joseph Cook, came rrom 
Livingston county, N:·Y., end settled 
oo a farm adjoining Mr. Sirumoos'. 

September 20Lb, 1853, tbe s ubject 
ot our sketch wae united In marriage 
to A. B. Cook. Tbey went to keep- , 

1 tng house o n the fa.rm wbere they : 
! have since resided. · Although her 
tlnt home was built o f logs rough 
and Rimple she was to all a.ppear ance 

. aa ha.ppy as the bride of U>da}' wlth 1 

her elegant home. I 
Four daugbten were born to them. · 

One pa&ae<l a way in Infancy, The 
surviving daughters are Mrs. Jerome 
Dills, Mra. D. S. Pike or DeWitt. Mrs. 
Ida Randall who resided wttb ber 
parents, , two gra.nda.ugbters, Mrs. 

·George •Plke or Olive, Mrs. Marc Cut-
1.ar ot Le.netng. Four grea.t-grandcbll­
dr~n besides the daughters and hus­
band are Jett. to mourn the Joss or 
a loving aa,d devoted wire, mother and 
friend. Sbe ls tpe last o r her Cather's 
!amll:,-. 

A.t tbe Ume ·o r her ~ath sbe bad 
the • dlst1DcUon or bavln1r lived longer 
hr--Rlley tba.n any oth er person. ?\ot 
the oldell person. but the oldest con­
tfnuoue re8Jdent:. 

Wbat marvelou1 cbo.ng..?S sbc barl 
seen. Their fi rst wheat wa:1 cut with 
a sickle threshed out by oxen tread­
Ing out the kernel&. 3i::le had s1::en 

: J::e ox cart give way to the steam and 
i •lectrlc car, automobiles, etc~ She 

bad lived a ·tong and uaetul lite. 10,·ed 
and t'eapeoted- by all who knew ber. J 

Sh"e was Q.ulet and unaaautUlng. · 
1 With her, once a friend. alwaya a 

(rlend. 
, She. wall a charter member o! South : 
R iley: 'Grange, 8, member o r the Clln- , 
lo?· Count,- Pioneer i>ocletr. Although • 
a ·member ol no church her faith was 1 
strong 1n unlverul satavadon. Sht: 
belleved that some where, some bow ' 
ahd sOme tlme · tbe whole human tac- 1 

U,,- :would be reatored to xrtect boll• I 
n.eu and ttapplneas. ,1 

We weep and aympath1ze with these 
mourning Crlenda but we can not com­
fort them. OUr words ue as ,·anlty. 
But Ulere ls One wbo knowetb all 
th1nga and doetb all .things well and 
can heal the broken hearta. We hope 
they wut look above the clouds where 
tbe sun Is shining a:nd look forward 
1.o U1e glo~lous .reunion or loved ones 
where no• tears and heart .,chea e,•er 
come. . 

The tunerG.l was heJd a t h er late 
home Mooday ,atterooo'n, llcv. ,Mrs. 0. 1· 
1. C. Woodm.o.u ot Paw .Paw octlclat­
lng. The attendance waa very larg~ I 
The caaket was cover ed~ with beauti-
ful flowers. , · 

.The cbotr sang the following selec­
Uoti.1: "Thy Will ·Be Done." "We 
"Shall ?deet Them= Bye and Bye,'' 
"Asleep In Jesus." Choir : Mrs. Wll­
lls McLouth, Mrs. Carl VanFJeet; or­
J:itnlst. Mn. WIii Krass. Pall bearers: 



.~- ~-~ .... ~ ... ~~·- -~ 
I {l''T('I\J.i OUi! Correapoudeot: · ft·1

1 ?t:/ 1, • 

Nr. aud Mrs.'A.. B. Cook, ~of R:iiey, 
I were ren'iindod ln.st Sunday that. 60 yeurs. 

bad1passed siqoe, tbey were.,,·ed, by·sev-
eral of theii: near1-elatives ·appearinit at 

, their home ·3ud spending the day with 
t\l6Ql, A bouut1fnl d\un er was 11orved. 
A11 luterest-iug· program wrui . giYeu, 
iu which .appeared au original p_oem . by 
Mrs: Este,la Dills. All report' an en­
joyable tim~ aud wish llr. aud l\1 ,-s. 
Cook may live t0 see ru~ny more auai­
versaries. · Goo Simmons is the only 
wllue"3 livillg who attended this wed­
ding.• Mr. Cook has ono !lister ·liviug, 
Mrs. P.' R. F1eemau, of Orange Heigbt,i, 
F)_9ri,da, w,ho w~s al.so present. 
:' · Joii. Alt.1 ,ear• ago t00M1 · 

fg:~~O:!o~?\{°C~1" ht:,rk t.~or0:1l~
8
6rlde 

AmiDR L. Sim woos. 9.•hotlts b)· bis side. 
•• .Y~f111ears a.rv.- 1"th1 ;reft.« aai:u. 

~!t ~j;~~l1~~:lliag~ li~b~r°~6~o;:;, 
.:· . 'l'u 01111d for tbena•elve, lu llloforo,t. a bOmo. 

!'Wbero wild beau, aud "be Ted mllD dtd roam. 
' l!Uly ,e.,. •~o. Pin.1 J'OU lil a,o. 

· They made a 1iu.Je cleariog, buih. a loe ' 
• bpuse "\: ' 

· -And H!q,d a~ co&llr•H a little mon&e 
;' Ju 1.be r soua llu,le q_uart.en CUl \he Jaod • 

,Nut fu from tho pJaco wb.ete tholr bouae 
DO\T acaodl, 

• FiftT 1eu1 ago, Fift)' n.-.rs a10. 

it:~ th:: !~~~e~0o•T':r ~l;:~:O ep~:~:.•· They 
' now ueula raore. 

The,o croeu 1tump1 aud i.all majeatie trees 
Stood a.Harouud them ooddiog iu the bree~. 

FHty ·yean avo, Pih)' year• ago. 

Not maoy rean of time u U pas1es 
Wore tbej left 11louo o'er tbroo ltttlol Jatae• 

,\~ ~:d"nfi ,t•~~~b 1:b~~t~0:? ~::;b~r aod 
.,: mirl.b • " _, 
• Since dftr rura a.-:o. FJttr year• a.ao. 

1 • W .;,eo the th ree to womanhood had, growo1 
; A b1 labt Jltt.lo cherub came w tllft bome. 

1 

She h oow w:dtiocf oo \he o tber 1hore. 

7.,_ '.WJtb gi~~•tretcbe ar.m1 to welcome them 

Sioeo fUty yean &£'01 flCl.y yean 110, 

,(•', T heo · ~wo &'r&Dddaoeht.en to t hem we~e 
ilVOO, ' 

Wbicb 1ran to their deolioio1 r ears a taste 
:, of Beano; 

And t:aQw for 1ba fl~•t time to iDcreaso their 
lor, ... ,\ H•• bb!~.added i.o the cl.rcle _a uice baby 

~ , .. ~l~~ JUtr ~ean ago, flfl.1 year, 1ro, 

, .. -.:. But l:::~b•0•laJ-~ta:'!.:i~f~~ai~~t ba•e 

I
t.. :::~ti~t/;::.b .::lo~he: :::~. :~::: 

, other a Jace below, 
Cao.'wa,01 i.belr bean, •• ,he bu doo.e, 
..-~- atuce fifty 101\n aao, 
' FUt1 rears 110, tH1.r 1ear1 ago. 

1 f' Wiitleo. by tbolr lo•lc& daugbtcr, RsTXLL.£, . 

-~ ti 1~ J·; ' ·-~''"''"" 
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Obituary. 

Died, Thursday evening, Apri l 6, at his home, 
after about three weeks sickness, Hiram A~ Simmons, 
aged 35 y ears, of dropsy of the heart, caused by 
inflammator y rheumatism. The funeral was hel d 
Saturday, April 8th, at the Baptist church by the 
Rev. W. F. Dickerman, of the Universalist church, 
Lansing, and at the grave by the members of DeWitt 
lodge No. 272, F. & A. M., b y request of the deceased 
brother. The funeral was one of the largest attended 
that e ver took place in DeWitt , all the places of 
bus i ness boing closed during the f u n eral Hervices , 
which speaks plainly of the esteem in which the 
deceased was held by his fellow citi zens. 

Hiram A. Simmons was born June 16, 19 57; was 
married to Miss Carrie Swift, of Washtenaw county, 
October 5, 1880; died April 6, 1893, after an illness 
of three weeks. He was a great sufferer from 
rheumatic trouble. Later on typhoid symptoms appeared, 
then heart troubles set in and e nded his earthly 
pilgrimage. He was respected by all who knew him, 
was free from bad habits, and was looked upon as 
an exemplary citizens by all his acquaintances. He 
taught school winters and worked his farm summers 
for several years and has held various town o f fices. 
About six years agi his health failed him, so he had 
to give up farming . I-le moved to DeWitt, and for nearly 
four years has filled the offi ce of postmaster . His 
intentions were to go back to · the farm soon, but "man 
proposes, God disposes." He was a member of DeWitt 
lodge , No. 272, F. & A. M., and was secretary at the 
time of his death ; also a member of the Eastern Star. 
He has been a member o f the DeWitt choir f or several 
years and was always r eady to do his part on any and 
every occasion, and will be missed in this as in many 
other places. His religion con sisted in doing by 
others as you would have them do. 
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Obituary 

Carrie Swift was born in Plymouth, Wayne county, 
Mich., Dec. 27th, 1 860. She resided there until her 
marriage tdl Hiram A. Simmons of Olive, Clinton county, 
Oct.5th, 1880. They resided in Olive and Riley until 
1889, when they moved to DeWitt where -she has since 
resided. Two daughters here born to them, Mrs. Charles 
Webb and Mrs, Earl VanFleet, both of DeWitt. Mr . Simmons 
passed away in 1893. In November, 1901, she was united 
in marriage to T. W. Baldwin, who with the daughters 
and little granddaughter, one sister, Mrs. D. K. Shafer 
of Northville, survive her. She was a kind wife, mother, 
sister, friend and neighbor. 

She was of a kind and loving disposition, willing 
to do all she could for the sick and suffering . She will 
be greatly missed by all who knew her. 

She has been in poor hea lth s e veral y e ars, but the 
fina l summons came very unexpectedly. She took her 
bed Saturday forenoon. She became unconscious at midnight 
a nd passed away without a struggle Monday noon, March 
13th, 1911. The relatives and friends have the sympathy 
of all in their great sorrow. 

She was a member of the 0. E. S., the Clinton 
CO. Pioneer Society and was a firm believer in Universal 
Salvation. She believed that some time, somewhere, and 
somehow, all would be united in perfect peace and happiness . 

It can be truly said of her her home was her kingdom, 
her aim in life was to make her loved ones happy. 

-Poem-

The funeral was held at her late home Wednesday, 
under the auspices of the O. E. s., Rev. 0. J.C. Woodman 
of Paw Paw officiating. Interment in DeWitt cemetery. 



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Celia C. Simmons- May 23 , 1882 - July 31 , 1951 

Colonial Chapel Estes Leadley Funeral Home 
Fri. Aug . 3 , 1951 1 : 00 p . m. DeWitt Cemetery 
Clare D. Harrington , Reader 
Miss Clara W. Besch , Organist 
DeWi tt Chapter No. 30 , 0 . E . S . 
Pa l lbearers : Fred Tucke r , Bert Taylor , Harold Sipley , 
Harry Moon , Lyle Hepfer , Clarence Bauerle . 
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Dedicatiqn pays tribute to 
Revolutionary . War soldier 

By .Ian I.. B,·ad(•rst.acl( 
County .\ e11 ~ Writer 

EAGLE - After 132 years 
since !he dealh of Joshua 
Simmons ll. the Greater 
Lansing Historical Society 
payed tribute lo !his 
revolutionary war soldier by 
creeling a !lis·1orical Marker by 
his gra ve Saturday. Oct 5, at the 
i\'orlh E;,gle Cemclery. Sim­
mons is lh,; Ofliy known soldier 
of !he American Hevolution 
huried in this area 

The c:ertmony opened with 
the ca ll of drums lly M. 
Ila maker end rompany, as the 
First Foot Guards -- G,·enadiers 
from Sournf ield, marched in. 

The ~ memhers of !he learn 
"<:re dresst'd in lhe uniform of 

the 1764 British Foots Soldiers 
of the Right Flank, or 
Grenadiers. They opened the 
c:erernony IJy performing drills 
of a British ~oldier of 1764, along 
with firir.g of muskets lo salute 
Simmons. 

After Geneva K. Wiskemann, 
president of lhe Historical 
Society of Greater Lansing 
welcomed the 200 people 
present, Congressman Garry 
Brown of the :ird Congressional 
District in Michigan spoke 
about Simmons and emphasized 
Michigan's role in the upcoming 
Hi-Cenlennial. 

Following Brown was the LI 
Gov of Michigan. James 1-1 
Brickley. Brickley, who is 
cha irman of the Michigan 8i­
C(:ntennia I Commission 

stressed Michigan's role in this 
celebration and how lhe-Sim­
mons dedication \\"as jusl an 
introduction to ;ill lha t"s going 
lo happen. 

The historical marker \I as 
unvei led about .-,oo fPei from his 
grave by Jerry D. Roe. a 
member of the Michigan 
llis torical Commission and a 
lrustee of ihe Historical Society 
of Greater Lansing. George 
Wiskema nn along wiLh Brown 
and Brickle\" ;,ssisted Hoe in the 
dedication .· 

Simmons was born on a farm 
in \ liissachusells on Aug :i, 1764. 
I!<: joined the Continent;;! Army 
in 179~ at 1he ;ige of 14 lo f1ghl 
lhe Hrilish. ii<' came lo the 
l·:ngle area in the early 1soo·s 
and 1,·;is buried on \\"hat is now 
lhe I\'orlh E;igle Cemetery . 2 
Ill des north of F,a gle on Grange 
Hrl. 

) 
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. a~Historical mar 
for Revolution 

By Betty Jon('S 

The Historical Society ,of 
Greater Lansing announced • 
this week ils plan to start a · 
fund for a historical marker 
for Jo::-...hua Simmons 11. a 

· Revolutionar)' soldier who is 
buried in l~e. Norl~ Eagle 
cemetery.: fi n\·Eagle Town­
ship. Clinton County. 

Accoraing to ·Geneva' 
Keblcr 'W1skeinann, former· 
State Aic,hid$t; an appeal is 
beif:fin'ade to the :nembers 
of tfie Simmons fam ily and t.o ·· _·. 

·i f~ • I ·, • . ~. I . ; , • C ' • 

- - '"! 
-... , 

;: ~ . :: ! ' . i : 

-1 

... ... , • • ~-· l -,;; \ :;1.': ,/·\~·;;" ;· 
·'" •· ~ ,OJ ;;,t,l, hr· ff ~~f-• · ~ ·( : · 1 r.?n~ j y ' •J ~ .' 

,.- ~~ . • !, 

mL -· ·fu ~- .:.,c: fH .. :i . . ;1: 

area.residents to underwrite 
the costs involved in the 
acquiring and placi ng of the 
marker. 

Although no si te has been 
established for the marker 
which will then be listed in 
the regis try of the History 
division of the Michigan 
Depa rtment of Stale, J\.frs . 
Wiskemann is meeting with 
-the Eagle Township boa rd in 
an atlempl lo select a per­
m anent si te for the marker. 

... 
, .. 
' l 

Board mem bers ind ic. 
they felt the site should t 
the cemetery near lhe gr 
but Mrs . Wiskemann he 
it would b€ placed in a 
more accessible l o 
general public. 

Joshua Simmons wa 
Continenta l soldier ser 
from Massa chusetts in 
Wa r for Am eri can 
dependence. Research 01 
familyreveals J oshua IT 
born on Aug. 3, 1762 or 

JOSHUA Sil\tMONS IIl. , on 
of ReY. \\"ar , eteran Joshua 
Simmons. 

HA l\" ;\AH MACOMBER 
SIJ\I:\10!\S. wife of J oshua. 

.DA \ ' ID A ND RL'S S I J\1-
l\101\'S. son of J osh ua Sim -

~,~?s. ... , ___ _ "" - n _. ~ -;· ~,... " .., , --:=---:·~---.E~..il~~~ -~ C, 
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cer planned 
lry War sold 

. , 
,4'-~\_ I ~J -,< ·. 'i; •r~q .,, / ,,.,_ ,,,v.., ;1"' 

1er 
in Cl inton County as early as 
1835. 

Joshua 11, the soldier , 
spent his early years with 
David in the Clinton-Ionia 
area. ll was David who 
donated the cemeter y in 
section t of Eagle Townshi p, 
where his father is said to 
hal'e been the first burial in 
1840 

ln the earlv 1930's the 
Daughters of ihe American 
Revolution placed a small 

L .-\ Y I~ .A SIMJ\1O:',° S 
\I.\KEPE:\CE H .,\RD, 
ciaughl;:r of Jos hua. 

m a rk e, by the soldier ' s 
headstone . School children. 
m embe rs of patriotic 
nro ~ni:nit ions a nd p eople 

THE LO\"G Sil..\D0\\5 OF A LATE AFTERNOON sun play 
on the headstone of Joshua Simmons . Hteran of (he 
R.t:' oluti!J!HI I) \.\"a r wh o is buried in ~ orth Eagie c-emeten in 
(. !rn(on County. The n ag on the a c-company111g meta l m·arl<er 
wa~ a easualty of wea ther but the inscription teils il was 
placed b~ ,lie Lansir.g d:a pler of _the D3ughters of the 
American R(•\'olu tion. 
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ANDRUS S1;'.!­
son of Joshua Sim-

4 ·: · 4 

) 
I . 
,·."' 

in Dighton, Mass .. 
descendant of a long li1:e on 
New England farmers . His 
daim for p€nsion proves he 
enlisted Nov. l, 1778 in the 
Revolutionary War and 
served several three-month- . 
Ior.g enlistments, througt 
178 0. He moved fro m 
Dighton to Bristok, Ontario 
County, New York about 
1801. 

There the family was pan 
of a large company who 
settled the "Dighton Pur­
chase" of western New 
York. Ruth Andrews Sim­
mons, his wife, died in 1806 
leaving a family of sLx 
daughters and two sons. 
Some are obscure in the 
pages of eastern history, but 
others are known to ha ve 
moved west. 

The two sons, Joshua III 
and David Andrus pushed on 
with their father to 
Michigan, where Joshua III 
purchased land in Livonia 
Township of Wayne County, 
deared tbe land for farming 
and built barns, homes and 
mills in Farmi ngton and 
Plymouth. 

David Andrus married 
Cyrena Emmons in 1828 and 
they eventually settled in 
Portland, 1\'Iich. , where he 
operated a jewelry business . 
Records of land ownership 
show that David and Joshua 
(which Jcshua we are not 
certain) were picking up 90 
and 180 acre parcels of land 

L A V I ~ .A S i :\-1 .VI O ,'i S 
i\'I AKEPEA CE H:\RD, 
daughter of Joshua. 

marker by the soldier's 
headstone. School children, 
members of patriotic 
organizations and people 
who traced their beginnings 
to this man came to note the 
occasion. The ceremony, 
described as "impressive" 
in loca l newspapers, was 
brief. Rural quiet once more 
dominated the evidence of 
history, and few residents of 
the area tcxlay know the 
story. 

The historical society is 
col lee ting funds for the 
purchase of a metal marker 
to be approved and 
regis tered by the History 
division of the Michigan 
Department of State and 
hopes to be able to place it 
early this summer. 

Donations for the fund are 
being accepted · by Geneva 
Kebler Wiskemann and Jane 
I. Piatt of Eagle, president of 
the Historical Society of 
Greater Lansing. 

' I 

J,1 !l )\ 7\. \'i' 
)'" I . ~ 
~ ,'. ,\": q , ·<t • • 
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I 
· THE LOi\:G SHADOWS OF A LATE AFTER;\;OON sun play 

on the headstone of .Joshua Simmons, veteran of the 
Revolution.iry War who is buried in :\orth .Eagle cemetery in 
Clin ton County. The flag on the accompanying metal marker 
was a casualty of weather but the inscription tells it was 
pla ced hy the Lansing chapter of the Daughters of the 
. .\merican Revolution. · 
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Sto H Photo TY GINGER SHAllP 

Chris Thomp:;on, 4 , of Emt Lansing uses headstone to rest during 

ce remonies while redcoa ts try parade rest 

>" 
' 

Michigan Finally Honqrs 
' -

Patriot - With Redcoats 
By JOHN TEARE . 

Stalt Wrlcer 

For th.ese past 134 years , Joshua 
Simmons, Revolutionary war ve teran.­
has rested pe11cefully in his grave in the 
township cemetery a few miles north 

. of Eagel. 
Things were different Saturday 

morning, when his tory and six British 
redcoats, clanking sabers and belching 
smoke and occas ional fire from their 
muskets, caught up with the one-time . 
teen-aged volunteer soldier from a farm 
somewhere in Massachusetts. 

ABOlTf 200 persons turned out for 
ceremonies dedicating a state historical 
marker proclaiming Simmon's gra ve as 
one of the few knov,,n M ichigan rcsling 
places of soldiers of America,'s . first 
war. ' 

A.~ militar9 maneuvers go, it wasn't 
the sharpest dr ill in t he h L~tory o( t)le 

m a nual of arms. One redcoat's bayonet 
flew off and f lmost skewere~ • a by­
sta nder. 

And as a graveside service, it w as 
· decide dly un-funeral, more someth ing 

to do on the way to a foo tbal l game, 
·which many there' were. 

Ll1TLE KIO!) sat solemnly on stool­
high tombstones or r olled in the autum 

' leaves, along w ith one woman who fell 
flat on her ·face, tripped by a low slung 

. slab while she tried for a better view. 
There w ere speeches by a few d i~ni­

taries: Lt. Gov. James H . Brickley, 
chairman of the s tate bicentennial C'Om­
m ission; U.S. Rep . Garry Hrown, whose 
dbtrict includes the Eagle cemetery; 
and state Highway Commisti ioner Peter 
Fle tcher , who lrnows a ll the big words 
so appropriate for such occasions. 

A few National Guard officers stood 
around looking embarrassed a nd chilly 
in lhe tr su,nme r s hon -s lcC've<I klrnkis. 

1 

BlTf MOSTLY there Wf}re the British 
redcoats, re-creations a ctually, of the 
First Foot Guards - Grenadiers or 
Southeast Michigau, Norrrian W ilson of 
Woodha ven the sergeant in '• c har ge. 

They w ere recruited for the occas ion 
by Ge neva K . Wiskemann, pre!ciidcnt of 
t he Greater Lansing 1-fbtorical Soc iety, 
after no sons of ,1 he Continental Army 
could be mu~tered up . 

No one can sa y, of course, how 
Joshua Simmons, 2 IO years o ld if he 
w ere a live today, felt about having the 
troops of George 11 march over the rise 
and down onto his posit ion again. 

NONE OF his descendnnts seemed to 
m ind, a nd probably o ld Josh wouldn't 
h·a ve either, con~idering hL~ enemy had 
no bullets. That was a lot ,berter than 
wticn he signed on 11t age J,t for his 
f irst of 12 three-mo nth-lon g e nl ist­
ments. 

I 
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- THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING 
Mid - Michigan 

Plans For The 

Bice'ntennia l 

Box 515, Lansing, Mr 48903 and Bicentennial Forum----------
VOLUME 16, NO. 3 FALL, 1974 

A Dedication 
The bright fall flowers are gone, the 

f lags rolled up, the shoe~ of gunfire and 
drum beats which pleased the crowd are 
only a memory. Snow has transf ormed 
the words inco bas relief; but the official 
State mar~er honoring Joshua Simmons 
II, Continerital soldier in the American 
W ar for Independence, 'Will remind 
each one who reads the text that the 
heritage we enjoy was given li fe by men 
who disagreed, struggled for t heir be, 
liefs, and daud to leave comf art for a 
rottgh frontier. 

The marker in honor of Joshua Sim­
mons, only known soldier of the Ameri, 
can Revolution buried in the G reater 
Lmsing area, was dedicated Oct. 5 at 
the N orth Eagle Cemetery. T he dedica, 
tion was sponsored by the Historical 
Society of Greater Lansing. 

On the program ,vas the 1st Foot 
Gu,m.ls- Grcnadiers from the Detroit 
area, a regiment recreated accord ing to 
the 1 768 Clothing Warrant. T he origi, 
nal battal ion, composed of drafts from 
each of the three Guards regiments, was 
formed Feb. 13, 1 776, and two months 
later left for America under Col. Wil, 
liam M ather of the C oldstream Guards. 

For the ceremony, the Foot Guards 
J rilleJ to the 18th Century military 
must,:r. T heir muskets were copies of 
the origin.ti Brown Bess long land and 
short bnJ pattern , referred to today 
:is the I st anJ 2 n<l model Brnwn Bess. 

l\:ter Fletcher, highway commissioner, 
w;1s m;1ster of ceremonies. He spoke svith 
volubil ity rwlli secundus in the difficult 
\·crhal nMncuvers of tongue twisting 
wmJs with tongue in check. 

Principal spc,iker for the dedication 
w;t:; Jame, Bricklcv, lieutenant governor 
of Michit!;an anJ chairm,u1 of the State 
Biccnrcn1~i,tl Commission. O thers who 
spoke were Gcnc\'a \Viskemann, prcsi-

Lt. GoY. James Brickley at the u nYe iling of the m a rker honoring Joshua 
S immons II. · - photo by Jack Thompson 

dent of the Society; Garry Brown, con­
gressm,m ; and Russell Howe, Eagle 
T o\\·nshi p supervisor. 

The bdies of t11e North Eagle C eme, 
t,,ry Society reported that they served 
over 200 \Yind-refreshcd and hungry 
peopk who ;1cccptcd the invitation of 
t he Society to ;1 country style lunch at 
the Eagle to\\n hall following the dedi, 
cation. 

Sc\·cr;tl letters of thanks have been 
rc..:ci\·cd from members of the Simmons 
family. Local newspapers reported the 
c,·~·nts of the d<1y in detail to their read­
ers. 

The Historical Society of G reat­
er Lansing has added a new 
membership category, a junior 
membership for those of high 
school age or younger. The cost 
of membership is one hal f that of 
the regu lar membership, or $2.50. 

Any young person interested in 
belonging to the So.:iety may send 
their $'.2.50 to The Historical So, 
cicty of Greater Lansing, Box 515, 
L:tn,ing, MI 4890 :;. 



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of c . Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Samue l S l eight , 1436 Lyons 
March 1 , 1859, Rochester , N. Y. 
October 21 , 1948 , Ingham Co ., Mi. 
Gorsline - Runciman Funeral llome , Sun . Oct . 24; 1948 2:30 
Rev . C . llarry Moon De~1.i. tt Methodist Chu rch 
Reed Cemetery , Clinton co ., Mi . 
Pallbearers : Glenn Sleight , Eddie Sleight , Donald 
Sleight , Fred Schmidt , Robert Young , Rodney Young . 







1'1,c 1u11nal of Mn;. ::it1111u11tlm f'nuu-
1 .. y o f Olivtt wm; lield ut tlJc lla.pti~t 

~ cl1urch uu WP<lUL'1:jd3,V, IJ,ict,inbur 18, 
u11d I lie 1ottirnumt in our Ct!1t1ctery bc­
~id,: ht,r hu,.b1in<l who dierl Home "i11c11. 

It, V. IL !.I . _Burd of ~.tl'..'"i~r,::~'.'.~'~~~:~;.., I 
::r\. -So\ ... ,'> N~c, 

12-cl.r ,90 1 



-------. 

Leone Smalley Of · 
Dewitt, And John 

Brooks Married 

I· 
I 
I 

Dewitt - Miss Leone Gertrude 
Smalley, daughter of Mr. npcl Mrs . . 
Ji'rnnk A. Smalley on North Market 
s treet in t hi8 vll1agc, wns.·unned \n · 
rnarnll.f;e Saturdny, Jan . 181 10:)0, io 
John Drook~ of Larusing, ,tC the p~:r-

: sorn1,ge of the Westmituswr 1'~·e.soy- 1 
. j terian Chlm:h, tile pustor, Rev. A. 

C. Bucllunu.n oifiCifLlin1I, '1\hC'y 
were attended by Mr. uD(I Mrs. :t.,yle 
Brooks of :3t. Jotun;, brolher of the 
grourn, Por the J)re~ent they wlll • 
1·csltte with ~he ~1·oom's motller, Mrs., 
Broolts of L ansing. . 

, · • - . ~-.. ---· . 



Golden Wedding. I 
ChildrPn and grand children met at the 

home oi :\Ir. and Mrs. Oel L. Smith i11 
Olive :\!arch 9, to celebrate their tHtillth 1 
weddinl( anniversary. Their cbildr1>n 
who are living were present, except on!'. 
a son, who lives at 611.ylord, Mich . W11 
regret that t his brother and son could 
not also nave been µres,mton thisone()('ca.­
t-1ion which so seldom comes to a coupl ... 
A cousin also of the bride was present-, 
.Mrs. B. D. Rathburn, of Riley. The 
bride and groom received several appro­
priaw gifts. The day WSB enjoyed b.v all 
11.ad will long be remPmbered. Maranda 
Rogrrs and Oel ::lmitb were married in 
Fairfield Hurua county, Ohio, March 9, 
11:l-!8, a nd r.ame to Michigan in April 
1866. Jived one year in Gratiot count,y 
coming from there to Clinton county, 
whern they have since retJided. 

ONE WHO WAI! THERE. 

p.,.,p\e'• Ticket Elected. 

The t•utire P,•ople's tic:ket was elected, 
- which means saloons for Ovid, <10 it is 

reported, the coming yNi.r. Pret<ident, F . 
. \. Marshall; recorder, F. S. Green; treasur­
n i C. H. :\lifinn; 11-11se1-1sor , .T ohn Link; trust-

!
' ,•e,i, G. F. Glo1aso11, Robert Hyt1lop and 
, Wm. St1>vl·uson. 

I Card of Tlmuko. 
1 \\' ,• \ \ h.;.h Lo c:.c:prcHk o ur heu.rtft•t thu.uktt: t o 
I • o U1t· 1'1·i1•ucl"' nnd uell,!hborK who kO lc.lrully 

I a,-;:-1hH1•d UH durht~ thu Hickut>HH 01,11 ch•n.th of 
:Jl1I' t1adl11'"', uihu for t he ttorul orti•rlnJ,Cl'I. 

, ~I H . . \:<11 ~Ills. F. L. HOTl'HKISi:1. 

I 
; Tlw q11ari-.. i-1y i:011iHre11c1• or the M. E. 
i .-l111ro·h will 11 1, •pt i11 thn lilir:u·_v roomfl oi 

1
th• · ,·hur,·h Friday 1iv1:11i11g-11t 7:,IOu'dock. 
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... .':,.' ·-~► 
· 50th ~•~,t~'"~ ---

FifLy years ago-on July 3, 188U 
Mr. and Mr~. Edward SmiLh, well , 
kllOW!I a nd highly e,Lecmcd Victor ' 

i township couple, spok,• lh<·1r mar• 
· riage \ ow,; at the Presbyterial) 
church in North Lansing. Last 
Thursctay, July a, 1930, they cele­
brated their golden wedding day 

i amidst more than 50 friends and 
, rclativr:s at t.heir farm home near 
lhc Grove cl,urch where they have 
resided since 1909. Among the six 
people who attended their marriage 

' lll'O 'Ire still living, Aaron Black of I I Albioa, and Mrs. Mary Beurerle of 
, Dewitt,, bo th of whom were present 

,l t lhc anniver,;ary. . · · 
j Mr. S mith is the son or Mr. and 
i Mm. Edward Smith or Olive, and 
i his mother, who is 88 years old, 
I st.ill hvc~ Lhcrc. Mrs . Smith's par-
ents were Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Leff!?,<', also of Olive. 

Two years a!Ler their marriage a 
hair century ago they moved to , 
Rosco,nmon and cleared 40 acres of I 

' hardwood timber. They made t11i>ir I 
home iu the north nine years and 
then returned to Clinton county. 
Twenty-one years ago they pur- 1 
chased U1e Bnmson farm by the ! 
Grove church where they have I 
s ince resided. They arc the par­
<•nls or two cltildn•n. Eddie and 
(;lair 8111iLll, aud have Lwu i;rand­
(ConUn11P<l on oage 7. column 4l 

C \ i ,J -Co K.ef' t-..\ e..,.uS 

l-10 · lci)o 
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Funeral cards from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon 

Now owned by Elea nor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Mary J . Smith- Aug . 11 , 1862 - April 10, 1948 

At the Residence , Tues . , April 13 , 1948 2 : 00 p.m . 
Rev . C . Harry Moon Wilsey Cemetery 
Pallbearers : Frank Leffler , Frank Scholes, Delmar 
Leffler , Glenn Smith, Carl Scholes , Max Smith. 

-------



Verion G. Smith 
Verion G. (Gene) Smith, 60, of DeWitt, died on 

March 24, 1989, in Lansing: · 
Mr. Smith was born on March 17, 1929, i'n 

Aurora, Ill. He was a lifelong resident of DeWitt. 
He was a member of the First Baptist Church of 
DeWitt for eight years, and a member of the 
Edwin J. Leyanne VFW Post No. 671 of DeWitt 
for the past nine years. · 

He is survived by his wife, Lottie; two daught­
ers, Mrs. Thomas (Vicki) Jacobs of Lansing and 
Mark (Julie) Holton Sr. of Grand Ledge; one son, 
Donald (Denice) Smith of Dansville; nine grand­
children; his mother, Augusta Smith of Lansing; 
three brothers, Warren Smith of Lansing, Robert . 
Smith of Traverse City, and James Smith of 

· Texas. · 
He was preceded in death by his father, Verion 

J. Smith. 
Services were March 28 at Gorsline-Runciman 

DeWitt Chapel with the Rev. Darrell Hodge, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of De Witt officiating. 
Interment was in DeWitt Cemetery. 

Military graveside services were provided by 
the Honor Guard of the Edwin L. Leyanne VFW 
Post No. 671. 
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y---.._ Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

W. Burr Smi th- Nov. 2, 1874 - Feb . 16, 1946 

Gunnisonville Church , Mon . Feb . 18, 2:00 p.m. 
Rev. George Card & Rev . Harry Moon 
Gunnisonville Cemetery 
Pallbearers: Walter Geisenhaver , Allen Cable , Will 
Seeger, Lavern Hart , Howard Cushman, George Hall. 

- - - - - - - --- - - ---



>-, Ml'. 1.n1tl MrH. lk1·1w,·11 \'. Srnllh. 

, wc·ddtn;; or ~li~d L,wra \Vt1-
a11d l; vrnar(l \ 1 . Srnllll was 

:::.u l1.·111nizl'd ~:tlunlay 11Lt1 t'll -

. .;ule,1111i:i:e.d ill SL. J\ta.1·y's 
:1 huu:,,t. ... Hov. l-'~l.ht.' l' .111.:i uan 

. . li l t ~ . :\II:-;:-; l•'lorenco e:..uTlt•l', 

i.· Jll or llit• b r i<h\ w u!::! h e t· 0nl.Y 
.11~111 t ,,· t11I(; B<.~rru.l 1·tl llu.rldn 

• 11 11 AdH;r. u.. cu11 :d11 ol' the 
.,, , wa~ lite l>c•~t n1un. 'I'll<: 

,,·/J r i- :, Huit ol' 11'.vy lJlt1c 
, 1111· :i 1td u lun;e pi..:.·1 t i re h~lt 
, ·;,1·i·ivd tt IJvuqut•t 01· ,vh1Lc 

.111U pi 11 I\ sweet JH•a~ tic:t.l 
l \I Iii-, ~lb3 l; arl'lc,· wa., 

11t·tl tit 11111,i l ' l't'P1! (\t, <.•ldui.:. 
. 1 l:ir:;!.:· liac :l))(! { : ;1rri(' d <\. 

1;: , · t ut' dai,:>i\..'.:;1 u11J ulht-r :"()i"'.nt{ 

' ' ' 
,ll1,wi ,1g tl1t· l·r•rc n1011y a sn1d ll 
;d !I'll \\ ~l~ llcld Hl lhf! . l\c.;.n1,~ or 

:, : id.:!'s au11l, l'Vlra. l\t. 1{ . Car­
., 1111 a. weddj11g- b 1·eallfa!::lt wa.-; 
·, : l'l "IJ,JUt 3\) l':ll<'Sls. Al lhu 

· •i l•Jn I hv IJr lLll! WH:i g·c1w n· ·d ;I\ 

u lt, vl· l y frocl'\ Ut' t;rrty Ci.UllOn : 
<•!' (• pi..: t1•it1 t1 11l~d Wllli t.0u1:hca ut' ; 
LHll' II L l.Jl';,ll)g",..: . 

J 1n1>1tH.liur'-•ly after the brcali.fil!it 1 

~J 1·. and l'vJ1·!:l. :-;i1H i th lt· ft 1'(1 r h : 
sllul'l W(:1..hll11g- u ·i1J, 'l'hcy wil l b,!

1

1 

ill hu1110 °flftl' 1" J'Vlay 10, H.l 10) 7 
Eun.,ka. ~ l. DoJh u r e t£raduulc:i or 
Lu11:1l n;; liigh / 1-H.::hl.,t1l and fol' th<! 
p .a::;L fuur ,~ar:; llav1..: l.Jcen cin-
p luyc-·.-3 1..1t' it• l\1 \ l;hignn E:rnployt.•rH 
C 'uo_u~l~ c.:un1pu11y (1( whit..: l] J\fi·. 
S~ i::s as:s1:-;U1nt ti<:Crc lary . .He 
1,. ,.iso se,.,rl'lary or l he \Voiv()ritt" 
lnsur:,t.Jlcl, ('Q ltlPftny. 

'l'i,c, bricle hus been honol't' <I 
\\'jlli many pleu~:cnt ore-nup1L11 
ufrair:i, .ainon;.; t liC'"1n rt r11l::H: el1ai1,.: -
1;u_') .tiliu\\'c!' On Tllur~day evt·ninf~ 
givc-11 liy ;\lrs. F' lu y s \Vlllla111s. 'l'IH.: 
roo,n.s we,·c p1·eLLl!y de<; o ral f:d 1n 
yt· ! low and white: clu.f1't,dilt; \i e ln g­
us,-J, and t h L~ tsa111t; (;Olo1· schr:nh: 
was c a1-rl0t1 ouL 111 lite :-;uJ.J \H:l' 
111(:11\.1. 
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Elden Smith: He's a busy administrator 
• 
1n growin g DeWitt 

By BOB CALVERLEY 
News Staff Writer 

Elden T , Smith has lived in 
DeWitt for 12 years. 

And in that time he r.as been 

a council member, rr.1.i=.;,·or, coun­
ty supervisor, polic: :hief, city 
adm lnistrator, assess-1r, build­
ing inspector and st:~et com­
missioner, 

In that 12 years LEWitt has 
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E ld e n" Sm ith , ad mi nistr ati ve d ire c tor 
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been Incorporated into a city, 
annexed the Lake Geneva Sl!!J­

divlsion, and has becon:e the 
fastest growing area oi Ciimon 
County, 

"There ar e six apartment 
buiidings phnr.ed, v.;ith one und1::r 
c onstruction, as well as the ').Iill ­
brook Meadows development," 
says Smith. 

Millbrook ?v!eadows consis~s of 
180 acres divided into 350 lo.s. 
T he first homes are already un­
de r construction, 

Smith first became involved 
with DeWitt when he was an 
or iginal member of the charter 
committee in 1965. When De\iiitt 
became incorporated as a city 
he was elected a member oi ,he 
city council. 

In November of 1966 he be­
came mayor of DeWitt and at 
the same time he served as a 
Clinton County Supervisor. 

"I resigned as mayor to be­
come admlnist'rative director in 
J anuary of 1969," sa id Smith, 
He explained that admlnistrati ve 
duti es had grown even fas~er 
than the city, and that this was 

typical of every city in the coun­
try . 

Not only was Smith adminis­
trative director, but healsoper­
formed the duties ofpoiice chief, 
and lacer as assessor. 

This year DeWitt hired a iull­
time police chief to allow Smith 
time for burgecning administra­
tive duties. 

"It's worked out pretty good 
now,'.' said Smith, •r go to work 
about 7;30 in the morning, quit 
at five, and I'm not on call all 
night." 

Being an administrative di -
rector in a s mall city involves 
more than the usual :idrninistra-

ti ve duties of supervising the 
police chief, sewage plant oper ­
ator and other city employees, 

There isn't enough work to 
hire many full -time employees, 
but the re are a variety of jobs 
to be done. As administrative 
d l rector Smith finds himself 
operating city equipment, in -
specting new buildings, o r fill ­
ing in as police chief again 
when the regular chief has a 
day off. 

•Sometimes you take a lot of 
abuse working here,• says Smith, 
"you have to have a liking to 
work with people. There's a lot 
of satisfaction in it." 
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: DcWiu Currier Jtetire~ 
- --- . -------

Mailman's Long Road Ends 
Ry GENE .HASHLEY . /on ly deliver - mail on •the niain/and tribulations, but you'ye· just/ A few years ago Smith sa)d 

'""• Jo,mru SlaU W,;to, 'O><ls. got to take 11,o b,tte, wnh ll,e sp,rng m,,, "'"' to be , b,g 
"There have always been trials sweet," Smith said. /proi>lcm, but it isn't too much of De1Vl11' -Fo,· 25 ,..,.,, s1o;,,. · · • p,·ohtom m,y mo,e 

lley Smith has been deliveri_ng IU~lMill~-~t':'T"';; Since 1048 Smith has pur-
ma;J l-0 pot,·oos oa R. I, DoW,u. ci>ased """ ,,. ""YY"""'' 

Today there is a new f~ce on c''i'•''"''·····•,,,, ...... ,,,,,.,,.,,·,,,,:-cA·,c-•,,"1""L"''··, put between 30,000 and 35,000 
tile mail route because Sn11th, 7U, ~;:;;;;;;; ~t~~'Jf:;i~~{":;~;:~;t;;t; miles on it. 
has retired. . .,,.,.,,._,,.,,,,,.,.,.. When a:;kecl wlla[ lie was going 
. South, """ doos, 'l look." act to do now u,at ho has <"Oticed I' day o,e,· 50, did not rnh,·e be. SmitJ, ,aJd, "['m <>ot <Oiog tO 

caose he waotea to. M,.,,,,.,,y m,k, aoy plaas ,mtil alte, doe, retirement 1s age 70 for postal season." ' / 

omploy,s ha,tng • cectaio m,m. A >otirement cecoption ts boiog 
ber of years ot service. . . r.,,,,,;:···:;;•,,.,_,,, held tonight at the DeWitt Dairy 

Ho beg,o m,ymg the Dow,u Jla,· ""'" p.m. route in 19'15, after he trans-
ferred frurn I.he Lansing Posl Of­
fice Smith worked as a subsl i­
tl,tc· on H. 4,- Lan:;ing and R. 2, 
Lansing. 

* * * He was appointed rural ca1:rier 
in 1943, by the postmasters and 
rural appointrnent division in 
Washinglon, D.C. 

" Ile was a very (ledicated em­
ploye and when he retired he 
turned back 276 days of unused 
sick leave, which means quite a 
savings to the Post Office De­
partment," Arthur Newman, 
postmast.e, said. . 

Smith's route was 57 miles 
,,........__ long back in 1955, then 'gl'ew to 93 

miles shortly a fter. Two years 
ago the route was split and now 
is 60 miles long. 

"Modem roads and tran:;por- · 
talion lu1ve llla<lc the job easier 
over the years," Smith said. 

"We nwnagcd to get most of 
the mail through most of the 
time," Ile said. 

The Jan. 27, 1967 snowfall held 
up the mail for two days, and on 
the third day Smith said he could 

... - ----

St<!inley Smith Makes last Mail Stop 
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Mr. aml Mrs. Car!cion F. 
::imilh Of DeWitt a UllOlllh:C lite 

, engagement of lhdr <laughter,. 
Kathleen Lonist.' Smith, tu Wil­
liam ltohcrt Pedcrsou. '!'he 
}\rnspcctivc br idc grnuJ11, 110w 

se1·villg wilh lhc U.S. Navy, 
ls !he sou of lllr. amt 1\1 rs. 
Shc n n:111 L. Peclerso11 of H:t.:i:! 
lllycrs It.oat!. July 11 is lhc Sl'· 
lcct1,cl wetltli11i; clak. 


