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fY) ,._, " I l qcrz.. DeWitt remembered: 
1906 Ch,arity Pearse· essay faulty 

By KEN COIN 

Last week I shared with you an excerpt 
from an old newspaper regardipg DeWitt in 
1906. Excuse my bad manners;' I mentioned 
Thelma Grinold but failed to thank her. 
Thank you, Thelma! 

That was a lesson in courtesy. Always 
say "Thank you." But this week's article is 
actually a lesson in history - don't believe 
everything you read. .. 

My main concern when agreeing to write 
a column was that I might write something ·. 
that is incorrect. Now, I have no problem 
admitting• that I'm wrong, but I do have a 
problem with writing something incorrect · 

;
0
~i:\~~o~~~d~Y the public as truth and . ·: I.II.'®:': 
Case in point - the 1906 newspaper DEWITTPOSTOFFICE-1906-Thepostofficeln 

which Thelma shared. It contains an artic! DeWitt In 1906, as it appeared in the Clinton Republican 
(essay style) written by Charity L. Pearce Golden Anniversary edition. Charles W.Webb is stand-
(1848-1919). I had seen the article before. • : !lnQ In the dooiway. · 
and pasted into several old scrapbooks but • 
I never knew where .it came from. I have f 

always had the greatest regard for Mrs. 
Pearce's abilities (80 to 100 years ago) as 
both a record keeper for many area organi­
zations as well as her detailed accounts of 
area happenings as DeWitt's correspondent 
(under the pen name of "Nonsence") to the 
county newspaper. She was also an accu­
rate local historian - Not! 

.\Vl1at she di~)n.h.~r .essay of the found-... 
ing of DeWitt was to actually rewrite a 
more· obscure essay written several years 
earlier by David Scott, a son of Captain 
David Scott who founded DeWitt. That · i 
alone I can live with but she fell into the 
trap so prevalent at the tum of the cen­
tury and that was to embellish the story, 
making it just a tad more dramatic than 
the original. (The original being about as 
exciting as a jar of mayonnaise). This too ; 
can deal with. These are the venial sins. 
But then, the unforgivable, she interwove 
fragments of other stories. Gasp. 

. Now I'm sure that this was all done 
with innocent intentions and who knows, 
maybe she was merely a victim of an edi­
torial hatchet job (no offense, Al). But, 
whatever the case, her version of DeWitt's 
founding has· now been clipped and saved, 
read and believed, and itself plagiarized by 
generations of school children (and being 
one of them, I know this for a fact). 

The sad irony is she could just as well : ,.· · 
have written her"owri ·story as a daughter·:' ·, · ,. 
of a pioneer family and left David Scott's · 
story stand as his own. As proficient a wri­
ter as she was, she undoubtedly could have 
written a fascinating story. · 

So, if you happen to come across her 
essay in your grandmother's scrapbook, 
read it, but don't believe it. And as for my 
articles? The same .. Enjoy them. But if you 
want to judge their accuracy - go to the 
source. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
area's primary historian. 
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Edltoi's No~: /JJ ceitbratloa ;, tbe ~uJ~ieil · .. :., trail to. J~~k$01); a~d then' to the government land 
ala/ !)I Cl/rJtpa Couaty, tbe CliD/011 Ci,uitty !(errs . .iJ_ ' . o~flce at Wl\itf P iJ~Oil near the Indiana border. · 

_ COOJ>e{atloil_wltb t/Je Cllaloa ,COUfJIY H/stor/c"al Soc~ . David Scott, Jr., ·recor~ed the following narrative 
IT, •lid CJ/rJtoa Couaty Arcblvu wlll preseal weekly regar.ding his· father,'s journey from Jackson to While · 
l~aJures;abdut /Ddlrldualulld bappei,/Dp1JJ '<;llDl!)II , ., PigeQp. _, . · -. · . 
CoflD/j tro,m years 110. _ • . _ r • "On his way:down from Jackson to White P igeon, 

'_ FoJlowiD/Js tbb wet.t'i leafufe, wr/ltei, by Ken be lost bis wafinlf'"sto~ped 'wlpi iiobll! .. I~dlans all 
Co/rJ, aboutCaptalilDavldScoll. . ·- . night. As they ~ad been taking plenty or-fife water 

· ·· · they were very ncilsey and all but one ~Id squaw were 
By KEN COIN. rather, hostile. towa(ds_b_tr,n·. She said a few words to · 

. , . . -- , _ _ -th~m ·however, •.and -1,hey quieted ·down;" and she · 
Captain David Sc9tt, lhe leader .or the.first.perm a- SJ)i:_ead a. blanket fo~ him and motioned· him to lie 

nent settlement in Cllnton County, was lfo"rn In Lit- ·· -~~wn;:whlch b, did,· bµt n~l ~ucb-~leep_dld he get. ' .'' 
chfleld, Conn., on Nov. I, 1779. According 10·1nrorma- • ·HE COULD NOT talk with the Indians and as soon 

· uon recorded :by h_ls sons the captain was orp~anecl 'as he ciiuld'See In ih~.piornlng be mounted-hls 'pony 
· at a yol!ng age and \i,~~ forced to fttJ!il ro_r· himself: ·.@nd'st~rted .. ~iid as'lie did riot kn_C!~ wb~re to find the . 
Aside from this, _nothing h~s been_le{l_r~ed of b),sl!ilrly. ,.tr<1il,leadl1)g to_ the· ~etllem'e(!t;he wandered about for 
Ille. _ . . _: , · · · · ' ¥)me time. But flna)ly ti_e saw an Indian ~Y ~atc~lng .. 

He served In pie 23rd reglment(O.S·. Infantry.dur-·- ,.a pony 'a.rid wheri he ·c11me up to him he said to the · · . . .. •' ., ••: ) -, ' Pfl0t0gr1phcolirtesyofFi yett1n1o~·puli11cL1b,1ry . 
Ing the War-or 1812, and a!l lnteresilnjlt~m tha~ ap- ·''boy;' •~em~a m_ail wlgwarit-~11e' knew_th~t m~ant THE CLl~TON HOU~E was buil~ In DeWiU by.Capt. Oav_id ~cd,t~ d_urin"g:·1~4,1-1842. It w,s i?cat~<tdti 'Ifie ' 
pears irl ~ls1ed~ral mJJltary recprd ls_a reprimand, 'white man's ho4_se.\ J'he~boy_ sald _ _'Two sbllllpgs' _so~thwe_st ~prner of ~ridge ar:id M;u_n S)reels. ., · -'S',1 -~ · ·., ,::. :' ,, · · •: · -·•;.1 ;"- : 
appar~ntly from using som~ or tht men wllo, served · wll~cb the Cap_ta_ln gav·e,hlni,,'j.'he boy the~ hopp~ on . · • . , . · . .. ,. _ -,'., ··, ... :; ·: · ... · ' -
.under him to work his farm;d,urlng ''of(.tlme.',' Dur-. , blspC?nyand/lw,ayJbey_went,_ . _,,'<''.;:, • •'·.•· ,. ·,.~, _, first post of_f_lce was located In his home f(?r many . •:· ~ _" ~ ~j~,,,••: ·r,'f,'-:~_- .,_ C '. ,<,°",;;lll,.-_ • -;(_~'_ • 111· .. ,,. y,:..· • , . ... --';'c,··- ·,••.;,•g· l ing the war he at.talned the rank or captain, an· ap- . -Pretty soon·the boy turned to l>l)eslde·and when he years. · . . · ,, . · • ,- . _ : , · · c. 
pelatlon he would retain ) he rest of~ls life. His con• (Scoft) got up to _him the boy said,_ ".fwo shillings.' ~ollo"!lng the deat)l'of bis wife. F)urilce in· 1840, he: _ 
temporaries more often refer.red to him as "Capt. The Captain gave him the amount asked again and began parcelllng__out most of hfs _large hind holdings,_ , 
Scott," or simply "the Captain" than l)y .his given on they went for a time, .bl!t soon the boy.turned out to bis children. He platted the villag!! of DeWitt in 
name. -· , · and calle'<f for anotlier two shillings, but as the Cap- 1841, but much or the -land -was actually that of' his'· 

In the spring of 1833, Nathaniel Brown, Charles taln could see a rail fence not far in advance; the boy youngest son_ Charles. During the same tlme'he also _. 
Thayer, Capt. Scott, wltli a surveyor named Stratton · failed lri his last demand·and started quickly back for began construction of a marvelous hotel, the· famous'' i 

I as a guide took an extensive trip on horseback, the lndlan cainp. Without,rurther troubl~. he (Scott) ~linton H'l_use, but tbaf too would soon be handed . 
through central Michigan, to view the government reached the land office at White ~lgeon." -- · over to Charles. · 

11ands with the tntent1on of locating some choice _ Captain Scott entered large tracts or land .In Clln- On April 19, 1841, Captain Scott was married a se-
• 

1 tracts for purchase. This party traveled north out of ton County ·on May 14,-1833. Upon his return to his cond time, in Washtenaw County, to Mrs. Clarissa 
j Ann Arbor Into Shlawas~ee County, then west along wife and family at Arin ArbQr he concluded a Journey Stephens· (or Stevens>. ofLlma. Some sources from 
, the north bank or the Looking Glass Riv~r on the ln- or over four hundred mil.es. the 1840s Indicate that tpey lived In the Clinton House 
. dlan trial that would soon becC?me the.Pontiac-Grand On Oct. 4, 1833, the Scott party, consisting or the for a time, until It was sold ,out from under him In 
: River Trail. • . · . : •. . Captain, his wife Eunlce1 twQ of their youngest sons, 1846. _ . 
, THEY PASSEO through the Indian vlllage or Wab- and some hired men, arrived at the Indian village of A ~T't:ER -from the period reports: "Charles 

: wahnaseep_ee (where DeWitt now ,stands) to the Wabwalmaseepee and began the laborious task In- Scott has sold the Tavern to Milo Turner and the Cap-. 
larger village or Shlm-ne-con (near.Portland). Here volved In establishing a homestead so far in the · lain Is as mad as you ever see anything and swears 

· the' party turned north and continued to the trading wilderness. , · that he will never leave the house till he Is carried 
1 post al 'the mouth of the Maple River (now Lyons)· · THE CAPTAIN played a dominant role in the set- out:" Following this, the Captain, Clarissa, and her 
then followed the Grand River to lonla <wlllch was tlement or southern Clinton County and the develop- daughter Helen, took.up reslde'nce in his former hotel 
settled by the Dexl'er party In May of 1833). Ap- ment of the county as a whole. His Initial log home, and store building on South Bridge Street. Here he 
parently the Captain failed lo see any land which located on the Pontiac-Grand River Trail, soon remained until his death, May 7, 1851. He was burled 

-pleased him as well as that in the vicinity of Wab- became a well-known stopping over place for settlers In that portion of the DeWitt cemetery which had 
wahnaseepee, because al Ionia he parj.ed company coming into central Michigan. Many of these were In· been the original Scott family burial ground. 
with his companions and returned to th~ trading post . duced at "Scott's" to stay and put down stakes In or In 1916, the Clloton County Pioneer Society placed 
of William Hunt at the mouth or the Maple River.. near his settlemen t. He held many township and a large_bouider on which was affixed a bronze plaque 

The Captain induced his friend Hunt to hire an In· county offices and most early meetings of each group which read, "Captain David Scott - Made First Per-
dlan to guide them to the Indian village where the ci• were held under his roof. He donated land to the manent Settlement al DeWitt, Oct. 4, 1833. 1778· 
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Photograph by Ken Coln 
MARKER - The monument honoring Capt. David 

Scotl was erected in DeWitt Cemetery by the Clinton 
ty of Okemos now stands. From there Scott followed county for an office building and Jail , and DeWltt's 1851." I,._. '. • i'.•:·• 1 ,.Cb'unty Pipneer Society in 1918. ...... ,·'\· ' .. ,. .. '\ \., t:.':' , ... ,,,,. - .. ,.. ... , .. 
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Dc:1NITT REMEMBERED - An old lilhograph ol lhe farm and imposing cobblestoe home of Rufus and 
! am,ra (Scott) Knight near Ann Arbor . Source unknown, ca. Hl70. Courtesy of Myrton "Knip" Knight. 

Scott sisters were collectively 
known as 'Mrs. R,Jfus Kr1ight ' 
lly !,r~N COIN 

Sc"cral weeks ago l shnrcd one of the sec­
,.,,Ls d Lhe ScoLL fa mily -- Lhc· Cnplnin's ·ol.lwr 
·,•: 1 f'c:. Th 1s wcc:k, unoLhcr S<.; c.:r cL, or ralhtr a 
.. ,_v:;tcry regarding two of' the Capta in's 
,!:,1J:;hl.1·rs lndi,·idunlly thi,sc d;1 u1:htcrs wc,rr: 
11;1r111•d S :tl !y ;1 11d I .:uni ,·:1. ( :ollc:rl.ivr•ly U11·y 
Wl•f'I: known as "Mrs. J(ufu~ hn ,bh t'': . 

In l9S'.! myself and one of the Captain 
ScoLL'c; f.p·l•nt-r;reat•granddaughlers, Dorothy 
S,--,: 1. ln <·d lo piece to1:l'!IH'r n J!<,r1i,nlo1:y of 
'.J,.\\'1tl\ frn1nding (;1mdy which was no s111all 

,::1d,·rt:1k111!.! \\' (: rnanaG~d r·airly well Lr.1 ck i11~: 
ln\,·; 1 d, .. :c1·11d:111Ls of' l.lw t.hrr:r· ScoU. sons who 
.un,· ,..,·1t h Ll11·11 p:trc:111.s t.o l)(;\V 1t.l. 111 !8'.CI, 

;,c:t a, to ·1:1y or thl:i r olher child ren, all we 
h:1d to i~o on was n slnLcmcnl by Onvid ,Jr. 
wh1d1 read Lhal his parents had 13 ch ildren 
,;: "hicl; he mentioned Lhe three sons who 
ca mr: lO DeWitt: Sylvester, David and Chm·les 
.ind Lhr·c" daughlers: Susan, Larnira and 
Sall:: of' "'h ich he didn't elabora te any 
:\::·[her 

Th0n, about 10 minutes before our rn anu­
S(Tipt w.i~ due to the printers I was working 
,1l lhe dining room table in my house on 
Scott ~Lrecl when I henrd the sq,rc:il of 
br:1kcs and saw a bi[: cloud of dust out front. 
The bir, Lincoln had hardly come Lo a corn• 
;>lctc s1op whrn oul popped a while -haired 
i:r-t1i.ll·rt1:1n •,vho hou11t:(HI up I.ht! porcl 1 ;Hui 

11,ingcd 011 my door. 
"I Ii'. I'm Knip Kn i,::ht" he said (as if he 

"trc mrn·ly remi nd inr, me). Then without 
i + h1:ri1u; lri rnhnlc• ht! prot:(•1•dt~d to 1·xplai11 l.r1 
111c Ural he was JUSL passi ng through Lown, 
;;:,•.,· Scoll strnct and my old house nnd won­
d,,red if maybe I knew anything about his 
a11cr,su,rs, the Scotts. Well tie me up and 
poke mr wi lh a stick; I hadn't been so 
shocked since I found out that Ward and 
June Cleaver weren't ,·eally man·ied. 

li e 011 Lhc other hand seemed unplwscd 
"hen I ushered him in and showed him that 
his family history W!lS strewn from one encl 
or Uw room Ln 1.hc olh<:r - as if Lh is would 
have been a sLandard feature of any DeWiLL 
name. l3ul as he began ra ttling off the top of 
hi, hr;id \\'h~f. he knew of his branch of the 
Scot ls. f ill' t:11111 <:vr:11 1111ir1: s1.1q1risr:d. Thr: 
names he was using were IJcWiLL people 
\\'h1ch I never would h:.ive associated as bei11g 
,me nf' the losl tribes of Scotts. 

On .J,111<.: I :5, l 8'.13, ;\s Lhc ScoU f'amil.v was 
nwkrng preparations in Ann Arbor for th eir 
Journey inLO Lhe wilderness, their daughter 
S:1!ly died fr-om com plications of ch ildbirth. 
I icr father, Captain Scott, has only recently 
,.,,u,rncd from his tou r of Central Michir,an 
.:nd ,,·,1s 11111 nf e11Lhusi:1srn f'or the prospl:l·t., 
th:1, awml.ed Lhrrn. But 11111'.' , S:illy's dcnf.h 
·,. ·ci'.d have to s~l back their dep;irturc. 

S,il l_v had marri(•ll W:1shLc11aw pioneer 
l,u f'us l\nir,ht about 1827 n11d had bore him 
1.hrr•i, childn:n, Lhc Inst 011(: c:iusin~ her 
dc:d.h. ll<·r younger sister Lumirn h.1d 
pl,rn11ed lo accom pany the parents into t he 
wilclr•rncss hut now it wa~ di,cicl<:d that it 
w,o1 ild prolr:11,11' Ii<: lu:sl. if' "Irr· sl.11y1:rl h1:hi11d 
f"o, :1 l i1111· Lo ·h elp 1.:arc l'or 111:r c! c:•;1< ! sist1·r 's 

th ree children. I suspect Lhnl. her older 
hrolher Sylvester's wife, Sophronia, also 
sl.:iv,·d on ,i t f.ho l<nir,ht. hnmcsl.cacl as she 
clirl not. rornc ln llc\Vr l.l. 1.h:il. fir·st. yc,ar either. 

'J'IH, si l.u:rt.ion worked out well; ;n well i11 
f':rl'I 1.h :rl. wi1.l,i11 ;r shnrl. l. irnl· (;r vc· r·y short 
l.1 11 11·1, l.;1111in1 I.ooh ovc: r c·o111 plc:Ldy wh(:r<: her 

sister Sally had lcfl off and also 111arr ied 
H11fus Knight. 111 I 8~8. she :incl Rufus beg:in 
work on the house µiclurcd above wh ich was 
com plclcd in I 849 and hns rem a ined to this 
day one of the nrchitectura l showplaces of 
sou thern Michigan. It is of cobblestone. Not 
rocks or 11cl<istonc but precicely set stones of 
uniform size and shape. A rarity in Michigan, 
such houses were a ll the rage in the Scott's 
old home of western New York where the 
digging of the 8 r ic canal h:,d offered an 
u,i°li111 il.cd supply or stone for the sor ting and 
Laking. 

As an aside - if you don't th ink Lamira's 
f'a111ily in DcWill. was i111pn:sscd by her new 
hn1111•. chr:rk 0 111 the fo11ndaf.ion of hrr youn­
i:c r brnlh<:r David's hom,c· here in DeWitt al 
G09 \V. Main (the pretty yellow house with 
I.he fancy roof brnckclsi. Hidden behind th e 
,:vc:q:r<•r.n hushr:~ is an ;1n:h itcrlu r:1 1 rarity of 
Cli11lu11 Cou11ty --·- nut the usua l sp liL rocks 
but precisely set stones, each abou t the size 
of a baseball. 

'.l'hc puzzling aspect of the Knight family as 
il relnlr.s lo Lhc Scot.ts is lhat Rurus and 
S.illy's son David KnighL (named after his 
gi-nndfather) came lo DeWitt as a young man 
and is counted among the early settlers of 
the a rea. He settled on la nd in section 1 of 
DeWitt Township al. the southeast corner of 
l\n:pps :ind 1(0 11 nd f .. ak P. road. !-le nnd wife 
Sus,111 ,·aiscd a large family there and were 
counted among the socia lly prominent people 
of' DeWitt fo r m:1ny clecndcs along with his 
Sc:oU. 111H; lc!s 1 111111ts and ('Ousi11s. Y e:!., not nncc 
d11ri111: lhc rrexl hurrclrecl a11cl so111e odd 
decades was it ever recorded I.hat the Kn ights 
too were, deccndanls of the town founders, 
C:ipl. D:ivid anc] Eunice ScolL. 

As th<: history of' Lhe Scott family is conti­
nuously in the works if anyone out there has 
any information on the Knight family (their 
children included Byron, !du (Mrs. Reuben 
ll,;nk. Florence, lrn, Willie. l~va and Julius) 
wc'n! w:1iling lo hC!r<? from you . 

l(c11 Coin i., a I)1!Wi11 rr.sc°dcnl and the 
1Crca's primary hisloria11. 
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Written history .of Scott family is scant at best 
By KEN COIN . 

It's rather a peculiar fact that De Witt's founders, 
the family of Capt. David Scott, for as instrumental 
as they were in the town's founding, left very little 
record of their personal lives. They were a rather 
tight-lipped family. The records they themselves 
left. for posteriiy are limited to a general historical 
essay of the town written about1890 by David Scott, . 
Jr.; a short interview of about the saine date with 
Sophronia. Scott (the Captain's daughter-in-law) 
regarding th~ Indian removal of1839; an_d a ·more 
recent find (wh,ich has not yet fpund its way back to . 
·DeWitt) is a letter owned by a Scott Descendant in 
Arizona written by the Captain in 1838, to his· 
daughter Latnira in Ann Arbor, describing the 
grizzly death'ofher brother Sylvester in the De Witt 
sawmill. 

·Later descendants, third and fourth generation, 
tried to put to pap~r what they had heard of the fam~ 
,ily's early years. But by then it was too late; the prin' 
ciple-char!lcters had died, taking with them··tlie 
insignifiel¢t trivia which is usually the only thing 
that makes history interesting. 

, Many· years ago, when I was in Ann Arbor 
researching another e·arly DeWitt family, I quite 
accidently came across a bit of informaton which 
even Faye Hanson didn't know. (She was sort ofmy 
bench mark - if Faye didn't know it, I knew I had 
something good.) It was a record of a marriage of 
Captain Scott, a second marriage in his "Golden 
'Years" which, I was to later discover, even the best 
genealogist of his own descendants were unaware 
of. -

I have a feeling that the omission of the second 
Mrs. Scott from the family's record here in DeWitt 

· was quite international. I don't think she was well 
received by her new step-children, she being more 
their own age and all. But aside from this being just 
a tasty bit of food for historical gossip, it serves to 
possibly answer some questions about Captain 
Scott's motives for the whirlwind of activity which 
took place at his town of DeWitt in the early 1840's 

The original Mrs. Scott, the former Eunice 
Forbes/Fobes, and the mother to all the many Scott 
children, died at the Scott settlement in 1840 (her 
son David recorded it as May 7 but I think he was 
mistaken as 1'e also records May 7 as the death date 
of his father in 1851. But the day is immaterial.) 

A year later, on April 19, 1841, Captain Scott was 
." married in Washtenaw county to a widow named 

Clarissa Stevens- the Mystery Woman. All that is 
known of her is that she was young, very young; 
about 33 years old (compared to the Captain who. 
was 61 at the time. She had at least one child, an 
eight year-old daughter named Helen . 

In November of the same year, the Captain had a 
portion ofhis vast land holdlngs·surveyed and plat­
ted into a village (De Witt); his first step of competi­
tion with the developing village of New Albany on· 
the south side of the river. Also, in the same year, he 
began the construction of his most. notable claim to­
Oocal) fame, the Clinton House hotel at th!) south-

. west corner of Bridge and Main. . .. 
The following year something happened. "What? 

What?", you ask with baited.breath. I don't know; 
but w,hatever it was it caused him to turn over 
nearly all his substantial land holdings, includirig 
the Clinton House and the platted village of DeWitt, 
to -his youngest son Charles. Why Charles? Again, I 
don't know. The Captains' daughters, who lived 
elsewhere got nothing (they had previously been 
sold acreage in this area ata bargain price but their 
story will be forthcoming.); his eldest son Sylvester 
was dead and his family was to get nothing; David 
(whom, it has been rumored for these past 150 years 
was responsible for Sylvester's death at the mill) got 
very little; but Charles, barely 21 years old, got the 
whole town, the largest building in mid-Michigan 
and more wild acreage than he could clear in three 
lifetimes. · 

If the Captain had any motives of being able to 
control his little empire through his young son, he 
would be sorely dh,appointed. In 1846, Charles sold 
the Clinton House to his father's competitor across 
the river, Milo Turner and daddy was less than 
pleased. In fact he went berzerk. Within a few weeks 

even the old folks back in New York received word 
that their friend Captain Scott was on the verge of 
apoplexy. His beloved Clinton House was at the 
time the Captain's home and his son had sold it out 
from under him. "He refused to leave", the letters 
went on, and swore he wouldn't leave until he was 
carried out in a pine box! 

For years I thought this incident was just an 
exageration,-he probably didn't literally refuse to 
leave. But, a few: years back, Bonnie Wickerham 
showed me a small ledger of very bld agreements 
filed in the county's Register of Dee.ds Office which · 
were too 6dd to be filed anywhere else and so, they 
were recorded in this book. One of those agreements ; 
was a life lease.drawn-up at the time of this incident 
whereby Captain Scow was given life 1ease on a 
room in the Clinton House. The agreement was so , 
specific that it described the location of the room and 
even gave ari inv~ntory cf.all the pieces of furniture . 
in it whichawete ti> rem,.ain for his sole· use. 
. And what became of the second Mrs. Scott? I don't . 

know but if she i:ame to De Witt digging for gold sh~ 
left with precious little. After the Captain's death in 
1851, she and her daughter were living in cine of the · 
few pieces of property he had.kept, another sort of 
hotel/mercantile building at the southeast corner of 
Bridge and Washii:1gton. In 1852, she apparently got 
wind of the application for bounty land which the 
Captain had filed as a bonus for h is services during 
the war of 1812. She hired attorney Randolph 
Strickland to fire off a letter to Washington request­
ing that if such a bounty were ~ted, it should be 
put in her name. Whether or not she got it, the fol­
lowingyear she sold her residence to Dr. John Bacon 
and departed DeWitt for parts unknown. 

There are countless secrets interred in the 
DeWitt cemetery. Most of them are probably better 
left buried. After a11, what family doesn't have its 
ups and downs. But it's still fun to dig one up now 
and then. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and tM area's prim­
ary historian. 

") 

(J\ 
("'\ 
() 

l-



J ) 

4-DeWitt-Bath Review/August 9, 1993 

Community 
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o·ewitt remembereci: 

THE WOLVERINE CONNECTION - Pioneers of a later generation, the log homestead of Mark and 
Emma (Moon) Scott still stands guarp on a hilltop north of Wolverine, Michigan. (1983 photograph). 
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Michigan town Wolverine 
has family ·ties to DeWitt 

By KEN COIN commerce of Petoskey or the high society of 
Harbor Springs and Bay View. 

If your vacation takes you to the far north James Scott's home at Wolverine no longer 
of the Lower Peninsula you might be interest- stands but that of Mark and Emma (Moon) 
ed in knowing that DeWitt has much in com- Scott is still standing in remarkably good con-
man with the small town of Wolverine, located dition. A photograph of the house (now in the 
abut 40 miles south of Mackinaw City. possession of Helen Moon) taken nearly 90 

A close look at road signs and gravestones . years ago by Han-y Moon (the Scott's nephew) 
of the area's cemeteries give clues that the while visiting there with his parents shows 
connection is "family' - many of them but too virtually no change over t'he years. It has been 
long ago for most to remember. well taken care of and the farm itself, interest-

In the early 1880's, with the loggers leavi.!lg ingly enough, is the winter qome to ma_ny_ of 
much of north'ern Michigan cleared an4 avail- · - the 'Mackinaw Island draft horses: · -
able for sale, many second and third genera- · I have been to the house on several occa-, 
tion _desce~cf,ants ~ D~\Yi~t fi?ne~rs we~ . sions,. walked its grounds arnj/riec!..w.: m,~_r.:., ,,~,-•--,, , 
leaVI_ng this area 'to expenence for themselves pret ,ts message. As a well-P~!l~ll~~pip,le~ 
pion~.iµ.thegreat.,north,woods. A few, . ., of a late-19th century northern Michig1!1). . ... 
like brothers Elisha-C. and Jacob ~Sidney~ " . ·-··· homestead, it is very beautiful but" a remark:- --. ·-· 
Pike;.bad earJier joined in the logging opera- able fraud'. Yes, it's undoubtedly of that age· 
tions and through their travels saw first hand but rm afraid that rather than an example of 
some of the land that would soon be made what a north woods family would have con- · 
available. ' structed by n'ecessity - thls is a well-planned 

As to the high. concentration of DeWitt folks 
who made their way to the Wolverine area, 
the Pike brothers appear to be the first arid it 
was probably. through their influence that so 
many more followed. Their sister Altie had 
married David Scott·Jr. and her two maverick 
sons, Mark and James Scott, soon followed 
their uncles' lead and each es.tablished Ii hill­
top homestead on opposing sides of the 
Sturgeon River at the settlement of Rondo, 
north of Wolverine. ·After them came many.· 
more DeWitt folks with names such as Webb, 
Osgood, McKee, Marshall, Bnggs, Thorp and · 
probably many others. 

I don't know the real reason the Scott 
brothers set out to try bheir hand at pioneer 
life. IfMarlc and James went to search of the 
same excitement and self-fulfillment whlch 
their father David and grandfather, Capt. 
Scott, had experienced in settling De Witt, I 
doubt if they ever found it - their "frontier 
wilderness" was much different. Much of their 
homesteads had already been cleared by the 
logging industry which had also left in its 
path a network ofroads, rail.roads and tele­
graph lines - all within sight of the Scotts' cab­
ins. Yes, the Scott brothers each built their 
home of logs, but that was certainly by choice 
rather than necessity as sawn lumber was 
then abundant in northern Michigan. And 
whereas, the Scott settlement at DeWitt in 
the 1830's was a two-day trip from any form of 
civilization, these Wolverine homesteads had 
relatively easy access (by horse or train) to the 

. design of what Mark (and possibly Emma) 
desired. I think it's quite possible that this 
was their clever way of achieving their inter­
pretation of the lifestyle they had heard so . 
much about as children but had been born just 
a little too late to remember themselves. ,· 

If that sounds a little too calculated consid- · 
er how many of us remodel our homes to give 
them an older, more "established look"; fill our 
chlna cupboards.full of Depression-glass and 
Jewe)l·Tea china; dress in poodle skirts and 
leather.Jackets and go to a "50's Dance" (even 
if we're to young to remember the songs or the 
dance steps); buy brand new oak furniture 
styled ".just like Grandma had". Like many 
people today who try to convey an illusion of 
wholesome country lifestyle I think it's proba­
ble that the Scotts' could afford to maintain a 
preferred illusion of the sim'ple pioneer life. 

It is private property but if you want to see 
it for yourself: follow Old 27/Straits Hwy north 
out of Wolverine - after about a mile you come 
to Scott road but don't turn on it - another 
mile on 27 and you turn !ell at Haakwood (it 
might be called Watson road, then again, it 
might not) - go about fl of a mile until the road 
ends at Bilder road. Turn right on Bilder, 
downshift, squeeze the steering wheel, hold 
your breath and drive straight up the hill. 
There really is a top to the hill and Mark and 
Emma's old home is there at the end of the 
road. (If you wait until the fall color is full you 
get a double delight.) 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's 
primary historian. 
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Another chapter in the 
------·· .. 

chronicle of the _Scott family 

Alta and Lenna Scott. Real ltte melodrama with tragic: ending. Photos courtesy ol Ken Coin. 

By KEN COIN 

By Another DeWitt 
"Founders Day• has 
recently J)Bl!Sed and in lieu 
of my droni~g on about 
how DeWitt was#founded, 
I'd simply continue wit.11 
another chapter • in the 
chronicle of the Scott. 

Lenna and Ethel, 
daughters of James and 
Mary Scott, were born in 
DeWitt in the early 1870's. 
After the death of their 
mother nn Christmas Day, 
1875, it seemed only natu­
ral that the little ones 
should go to their b'Tand­
parent'e home until their 
father could find them a 
new mother. The little 
b,;rls are doted on by their 
i:;-randpnrenta, Dav id and 
Mary Scott. ..Indulged" 
said some; "Spoiled rot­
ten!" maintained others. 
But as they grew older -
well-educated, well­
dressed and well-man­
nered, they were well­
received among the smart 
social eels of DeWitt and 
Lansing. But there was 
dtlTk eide to t.heir forma-

for the girls to reverse the I woman who raised her, the 
tablee and begin earing for man who raised her, her 
him. In 1895, while spend- eiater and constant com­
ing the winter at panion and finally her hus­
Knoxville, Tenneeoee with I band. What to do? Lenna 
hie niece, Ab'llee (Pike) went insane. She epent the 
Fair, David Scott · died, laet half of her life (over 40 
leaving Lenna and Alta, years) within the walls pf 
both unmarriea, to fend for ' the State Hospital at Tra­
themeelvee. I veree City. Following her 

Now enters into the pie- ! death in 1957, ehe wae at 
ture, a Creole from New I ·1a~t reunited with the 
Orleans named Placide fathe r who had given ber 
Reyne•'· I haven't a · clue • up when ehe wae three 
where or how he. connected I yeare old by being buried 
up with Lenna .Scott but· with him in the cemetery 
they met and wers · at Wolverine. · · 
~ed to be married. In 

1896 th~ &ott-;i;i.,rs went / Ken Coin is a D~ Wi~t 
to New Orleans to meet hie 1ruuun! a~ tM area• prt• 
family and be introduced 1l'ICIJI h1Stonan. 
to Creole eociety. But the 
trip did not go BIi planned. 
No sooner had . the girls 
arrived when Alta, then 

I 24, became ill and died 
' suddenly. 

Instead of the long 
engagement she had ! 
planned, Lenna hurriedly 
married and ·stayed in New 
Orleans where Placide had· 
a jewelry store. From this 
Point.. thin1:s went from 

tive years- the absence of / 
their father. · · . 

bad to·worse. Within a few 
years Placide shot himself. 

Some might have called it James Scott remarried 
in 1880, to Sarah Throop, 
but the newlyweds did not 
bring the girls back into 
their new home. Within a 
few years the couple ·had 
beb'lln JI young family; still 
the gir)e were not called 
for. In 1884, James and 
Sarah moved with their 
children to Wolverine. 
Lenna and Alta did not go 
along but remained 
behind, stili at the home of 
their grandparents. 

In 1892, their grand­
mother Scott, who had 
raised the young ladies 
s ince they were todd1era, 
suddenly died. It was a 
t remendous shock to the 
grandfather, who began to 
show signs of failing 
health. It was soon Ume 

euicide, but they would 
have been quickly correct­

. ed by the loyal family who 
maintained that a gun in 
the hand and a hole in the 
brain does not automatl• 
cally equal euicide. 

Having experienced 
quite enough of. New 
Orleana, Lenna returned 
te Michigan. Family 
accounts do not state 
where she lived or how ehe 
supported hereelf, only 
that she was a gifted muaie 
cian and. for a time, a 
milliner. 

But Jet's recap here, 
within a matter of a few 
years Lenna lost the 
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County pioneer womenenduredhardships 
. . . . 

ByKENCOIN 

Eunice F.orb~s· ~as born ·on Jan. 14, 1780, in 
Shoreham, Vt: Acc.<>Uf!tS by her contemporaries and 

. recent researth have ylelde.d noth,ing about her early 
life. ' · 
• Even her adult.life can only be examine~ by the 
circumstances which ·surrounded her and the hard-
ships she epdured. · . • .• , ·· · 
, . In .1801, '$Jie was · .married to ··David Scott; 
presuma.bly a~Shoreha.m, for it was there that their 
eldest child was born in J802. · 

It is iuit known lf_~he·sha.red her husband's passion 
for new fi;oNfers but, nevertheless, earlY;~n their life 
'togetbe~l)ecameonel>fm\gration, , •; _J':,, · . · 
· Theysp·ent.many years moving about lbe ;.vestern . 
·pottion of New.York &ti;l,te until; In 1825, Ibey brought 
their family to Ann Arbor in M.ichigan · territory . 

'They remained there until .S~pt. 28, 1833, when their 
. last m.ove took th~m to the y~t unsettled· ClintoP, 
County. .., , . • , 
>, Tl)is party consisted of Eunice and Captain Scott, 
two of their sons, David and C)iarles, a hlred·man, 

·fouq,oke of oxen, Brindle, Buck, Spot,. and Speckle, 

nine cows, young cattle, and on~ horse. 
They also hired two additional men and wagons to. 

assist In carrying needed supplies. 
The party. follow.ed•' new[y cut road from Ann Ar· 

bor into Shiawassee County where It intersected the 
trail cut by the Dexter party several months earlier. 

They brought a tent !or sleeping as there were no 
Inns along th~ six day Journey. , • · 

On Oct. 4, Ibey arrived at thelr 'desllnation, the In­
dian vlllage of Wabwahnaseepee on the Looking 
Glass River, riow known as DeWitt: · . . . 

Tl)eir temporary quarters In that village was an 
elm bark longhouse; about 15 foot square, con: 
structed of-Sapplings bowed and tied at their tops and 
then c.ov,e~ed ~i~,s!rips °.f el~. bark. ' . . · .. 

There '!{ere. bim!tS'on. tw9_ sides of lbe house .and.a 
,tire pit.In .the center ol the dirt floor. A.hole ii) the 
middle of the roof sometimes allowed the smoke to 
exit. · ' ; : . ·_ • · 
· Eunice was undoubtedly relieved, given .these in­
itial accomod·auons, that an Immediate concern of 
lbe ineri was In building a more·permanent home. 

They had brought with them from Ann ·Arbor, two · 
doors a!)d severaf windows but, as the nearest 

Sawmill was af Pontiac or Ann Arbor, logs for the 
structure were fell on Oct. 5 and 6 and the flooring 
and shingles also had to be produced by hand. ·. 

By mid-November, the 20 to 25 feet square log 
house was completed and it was later recorded, '.'The 
occasion was one of great rejoicing." 

All hardships considered, Eunice's life in the 
wilderness was , probably more comfort.a.ble than 
many of·lbe.area's pioneer women. But her comfort, 
was amid lsojaiion. ·, . , · 

. . • A d~tor·was a four.day journey to and from Dex- ·. 
te·r, .'a:1>riacher calne only once ;i month, shopplng 
was'. a we'ek's trip to Pontiac, schooling was not 
available' .for her sons: Indians were · her closest 
iielghbor_s, and travelers her closest frlen<!s, I~(/:'' 
' ·Eleven .children are said .to. have been 'lior.ir to ' 
Eunlc~··~nd C~ptaln Scott bill, .to :date, citlly_ sill .of 
them have been Identified. ·; :, .' , . 'i . . . 

. ·' Three son~, Syl_vester; Dayid,' and .Charles cam.e to 
their pa,re'nts ho"rnestead I!) DeWitt, three daughters 
did not:Of the daughters, Susan (form,erly lillsta~en 
as Ellenl t the :eldest ,child, ·married Col. Norman 
Perry in 1825 a~d-imrpedlately moved to f\'lacomti 
County where they reared a large family:· · .-
: Sarah "(Sally)' married a prosperous 'Ann Arbor 
miller arid farmer I Rufus Knight. 'They had three ' 
children before dying on June 15, 1833; shortly before 
her parents.move'to Clinton County. 

Another daughter, Lamlra, also remained in.Ann 
Arbor at lbe home of her brothe·r-ln-law, Rufus 
Knight, whom ~he eventualiy married In 1835:'They 
had two chilqrel}. · 

Although they did noi make Clinton. County their · 
home, Rufus and Lamira · (Scottl Knight did pur­
chase property here, 200 acres In Olive and DeWitt 
Townships by 1842. · · 

David Knight Rufus' son by Sarah Scott, came 
here to homestead his father's property In the early 
1850's. · 

All of Eunice's three sons who came to Clinton 
County had moderately large families, but it is only 
lhe descendants of her grandson, David Knight, who 
remained In the county up to the present. 

Eunice died at Scott's as DeWitt was then called; 
according to family sources of.May 7, 1840, and was 
burled In the Scott family burial ground which later, 
became the DeWitt Cemetery. . · 

Her gave remained unmarked until 1983 when a 
monument was erected In he·r honor as an ob,er­
vance of,DeWltt's sesqu_l~entennla1' · . · -. · .:'·· .. 
. Besides the birth and death Information· it ls. In-· 
scribed: "Eunice (Forbes) Scott, wife of <Captain 
David Scott and the First Woman Pioneer ol Clin(on 
County, settredatD.eWitt, 1833, ,i .: ,.,, ,.,:;.r, ,,•·1, 
, It was erected by the· Clinton County .JUstortqal, 
Soclety,·d'edicated with heril~scen~~n,ts, pc~:8, 1?83,·. 

. Courttty phologr1ph 
EUNICE SCOTT - This monument to E4nice 

(Forbes) Scolt was erected in theDeWill Cemetery by 
lhe Clinton County H_istorical Society In 1983. 
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.Cha_rle:'s ·Scotl w.as ~9ri of e:arl.y 
··piori~er·.fa_n,,~.ly.-ii) Clin~·on. c ·o~n.ty· _ 

' 
· '.{continued from page 1A) · " .. 

name the lo.ts which he did not own, 
i-ather than those which-he did. · . · 
·: ·He apparently proflled well from his business tran­
sactions for the home he built on his farm west of 
town In the,mid-1840s <still standing at 1300 Schavey 
RoadJ was for its time and ,localion, a -marvel of 
Greek revival architecture, both inside and out. 1 · • 

On July 6, 1843, Charle~ was married, to Julia 
Terry, a native of New York. They.sellled on a 200 
lrcre farm, west or DeW.ltt and bounded on the west 
·bytheLodklngGlassRlver. · ;',.· ' . 
.· · It had previously been the homestead· of Franklin 
,gnd Jerusa Oliver. The following Information regar• 
ding lhe homestead was recorded -by J. Esther 
.(Webb) V(llllams, a igranddaughter o( Charles and 
;Julia Scott. 
• •'My grandfather built a log house .. . near the mill . 
_<one built by Franklin Olvler l"hlch·never opera'ted 
correctly) had stood near a spring. !!'he spring water 
was as clear as,crystal and was used·for ·drinking.and 
cooking. Later, a large sturdy house was built llbout 
ttalf a mile to the east where a·road had been cut 
'ttirough <Schavey RoadJ. ,-

" In my grandmother's day. th~ wool needed· "(as . 
spun and carded and put In skeins on swills and 

· ieels. The wood ashes were put In ,barrels standing 
on slanting platforms and each day a bucket of water 
JNBS poured In each one and the lye ladled off'lnto a 
t· . < ' 

' ; 
' 5 

bucket to make soft soap . from lat trimmings from 
pork butchered In the fall. , . 

"In the fall, about six hogs were butchered and the 
· hams and shoulders cured and smoked. Side pork 

was put In strong b'f-me and spare ribs, a great treat, 
could be kept for some time as some rooms in the 
house wer~-closed'6f{ and sometimes froze.''. 
. Charles and Julia'ih~d four daughters which they 
r~areil,on this farmJ \.11 married local men and three 

-· of them married Webb boys from a nearby farm. 
• Although many.'l'uescendants live in -central 

. Michigan, none arelltnown to still live in the DeWitt 
area. . 1 , • 

On May •21: 1861\ l'.:harles died at the young age of 
41, from undete'rmlned causes. Julia remained on the 
homestead for many years, eventually retiring to the 

. village or DeWitt to live her remaining days with her 
daughters. She died there In 1906. 

Next week's _CCN sesqui 
feature: renovation of 

a Victorian home in Ovid. 
In future-issues: salute 

to. earlfMexican settlers · 
. ,I · • \ . 

: ~ • , , • , • • •· ,,. • • ', '": ·, ✓ • Courteiy photograph 
i• PIONEER HOME-The home. of Cha~esand Julla·,(Terry) Scott was built In the early 1840s. lt 1s located at 
f1300 Schavey Road, DeWitt. . . · ' • . . 
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Thlle·s· Were hazardous· for early pioneer settlers 
and their, childtei1 in Wilderness of Glinto·n dounty 

• . • • , . ' •• ! . . ' . . .• , .• ... • . . • : 

-Editors' Note: ID celebratloa of York, on Dec. 16, 1819, and ac- lads were the only youths in the - keep young boys busy, . the · The boys followed the cattle into 
Ille,; ~ulceatt!Dllial . of , CliD~D compaqled his parents to Ann Ar- area close to his age. · . livestock, apparently not as, dumb Shiawassee County \ where. they 
Couflly, .tbe CliDtoa Coll11ty News ID ~or in 1,825. . i · . F,OLLOWING THEIR arri.va] to as they looked, soon realized, _two · were able to over take and herd 
Cf)(ipeiatloa wltb tbe CllDtoa CoUD•· He.was only a young boy of 13 Clinton County, as winter set in, it things. !,hem back all in one day, walking 
ty Historical S<?ciety aD<f tbe CllD· when he came with them to Clinton ... was a con_stant concern to keep the First, their range was foi: all about 54 miles to accomplish tliis 
'°:_ii _CoUDty.Arcbives_fs p'reseatiDg County in 1833, settling at the Iii: · precious livestock fed on what . practical purpose~~ endless. and feat. 1 ' 

~y features about'}JJdivJduals dian village of Wabwahnaseepee could be obtained by cutting down -secondly, the feed had been_ better ': -As aJ1 adu)t, Charles was clos·e1y 
aad b1ppeJJiDgs "Jp ClJQtoa .CoUDtj (now DeWitt). ' .' · trees in . order ·th,a1 · the ._ animals back in Ann Arbqr. and there was . associated· with t~~-- bus_lness deal­
Jrom years ago. . If he was filled with ,the same could feed from the tender ends of no't'hing stopping \hem from return- lngs of. hi~ ,f_ii\ijer'. He became the 

'. ·Fo/Jowlilg Is tbls week's future, thirst for ·adventure, typical in the branches: - ' - ing the,re. ·actual. ow,n~r; of De Witt's famous 
rrttta by Kea CoiD ·of DeWitt.· mostboys, hlst,eenageyearssure- •.,. :rh~ )ivestock became so ac- On·oneoccasion,_theoxensetoff _Clintpn .-House l!nd much of the 
4bout Cbarles Scott ad ~UDice ly must have offered w9nder and . custpmed to this that •merely the to the ·, west and it_ took Charles' land~ ~nd plotted lots in and about 
(~orbes) Scott. . ·· · excitement. · . so~nd of an axe would bring them older brotlier, Sylvester, the hir~d ' the village. . 1 

; • ' There would· ha.ve been little . running. , man, and a hired Indian six days·on He was the owner, In fact, of so 
1 By KEN COIN . enough time for .fun, however, as . When spring came, it ·was equal- -foot to chase them dow.ri. . . much village land during the 1840s, 

hard work even for boys was ly important to keep the livestock .AT THE ,SAME . time, as if the tax assessment records of the . 
always the agenda forthe day. _out of the 1ow greening marshes, preplanned, the -·,-cattle started period reveal that ttie tax collec-. Charles Scott, youngest ani:l 

perhaps least rememb_ered son of 
· Gapt. David.and Eunice Scott, was 
li~rn in Genessee County, New 

Yet, loneliness, too · must have lest they become mired In the mud. home to Ann Arbor. Charles and tors found it easier to list under his 
entered his youth .-as his brother, One set of oxeh was· lost in this his brother,' David, were dispatch-
David, and_perhaps a few Indian- manner. If this were not enough to ed after them. (Continued on page 1 OA) · 
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:xi:Jlv/WY <ll)e!J(td 
By Kenneth Coin 

-ft is often an unfortunate 
o;;ersight of history .and hist­
-orians to shower an individual 
with esteem and gratitude for 
an accornp!is hment of historical 
significance while at the same 
t i me overlooking the spouse and 

C ·, --fJk~~~~;~~;;:{t~ 
f ;r~i:l{iL.:~~iit;:~:~,•-· 

family which supported. 
encouraged or even conhibuted 
to the accompiishment. Such is 
the case of the family of Capt. 

- David Scot1. 4n particular. his 
l'.·ife. Eunice Scott. 

last yea r, on Oct. 8, to 
-correct this srtuation, the Clinton 
Cc u n! y -His loriud Society 
de-dicate-d a monument hon-oring 
the i11dividual .;ind supportive· 
accomplishment of Mrs. Scott. 
loca1 history has not (rea\ed her 
fairly in reco-rding her fife and 
deeds. She di-€d at an early date 
in DcWitfs hisiory (Mey 7, 1.840) 
and excep1 fo.r limited references 
to her in Scott fam i!y histories 
and fc,r-.....2! hislo-ries. vef)' few facts 
a re known 

She was born Eunice Forbes 
in -Shoreham, Vermont during 

· the Revolutionary War, on 
January 14, 1780.i-!erchildhood 
ye:ars as wefl as the identity of 
her parents remains unknown. 
In 1801 she married DaYid Scott 
whose own early years are as 

_much of a mystery. -

Following the War of 1812 
(in which _Da;,id Scott se rved 
and acheiYed the rank of 
Capta in) the Scott family moved 
to western NewYorkand settled 
.a hornes1ead on land known as 
"The Holland Purchase." This 
homestead, loco1ed in Genesee 
county between the p resent 
:towns of Coving-Ion and LeRoy , 
had to be foriei!ed after many 
years of hard work and 
improvements because of a 
fauity title. With ljttle 
compensation_ for thei r efforts 
the Scotts moved 
on, in 1825. to th e territory of 
Michigan and setfled upon a 
piece of wilderness land near 
Ann A rbor. Heie t hey were to 
remain until J.833 whe n Capt. 
Scott , opting for another home 
in the .;,,•ilderness, moved the 
fami !y lo Ciinton County . Only a 
few months after the dea!h of a 
daughier i n Ann Arbor, Eunice 
was compelled to leave what 
little comforts ·in lii e they had 
acheived, as v,•ell as her only 
..grandchildren a n d 2n o ther 
__young daughter. 2nd again 

-

Eunice For'bes Scott 

b reak a trail into the wild forests 
of the frontier. 

Eunice set up housekeeping 
in an elm-bark long house, on 
Joan from the local Indians of 
Wabwahnahseepee. She 
rema ined there for one month 
.until a !og cabin could be built. 

She probably !ive,d more 
comfori.abiy than many of the 
pioneer women of the area but 
her comfort was amid isolation. 
A doctor was a four-day journey 
to and from De,;!er, Mict,igan, a 
preacher came only once a 
month, shopping was a ...-eek's 
trip to Pontiac, schooling was 
ftOI to be had for her young 

· sons. Indians were her closest 
neighbors and travelers were 
herciosest!riends. ll Y,as nearly 
~ year before another whit e 
woman came 10 the ai€a to fi·.:e. 
H remains unknown what her 
otiitude and opinion was of rus­
tic life. Did she share her 
t,usband'E enthus1asm for tf--,e 
wilderness or did ?he simply 
follow -along as the d.Jtiful wife, 
accepting it all as her lot in life' 

Scott family records indi­
cate that Eunice bore eleYen 
chi ldren, only six of whom are 
known 10 have iived to adult­
hood. Of !he six. one daughter 
died only m onths b efore 1he 

Scott's move to C!inlon County 
a:.d the eides! son . Sylve~ter, 
died a tragic death at DeWitt in 
1838 Or.iy four of the eleven 

.outlived her when she died at 
DeWitt on May 7, 1840 at the 
realfa•efy young age uf 60. Even 
tier burial site has gone 
unrecorded. It is pres umed that 
she was buried in the old Scott 
.plot of the DeWiti cemetery but 
as the original records of this 
cemetery were destroyed ove r 
fifty years ago, it cannot be 
confirmed. 
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DEDICATION CEREMONY 

2:00 p.m. 
October 8th, 1983, DeWitt Cemetery 

DeWitt, Michigan 

Welcome and Introductions .................. Kenneth Coin 

Speakers: 

Betty Moore, President of the Clinton County Historical 
Society 

Geneva K. Wiskemann, Chairman of the Clinton County 
Historical Commission 

Honored Guests: 
The descendants of Capt. David and Eunice Scott 

Monument erected by the Clinton county Historical Society 

The Clinton County Historical Society wishes to 
thank you all for your attendance at this historic occassion. 
We would also like to thank and acknowledge the following: 

Yunker Memorials and Paul Tate, director of the DeWitt 
Area Chapel, for their assistance in obtaining the marker. 

The City of DeWitt and Floyd Fowler, sexton of the 
DeWitt cemetery, and his crew for donating the footings. 
Their care and attention to this plot of Clinton county 
heritage is commendable and very evident as this cemetery, 
among the oldest in central-Michigan, is one of the most 
beautiful and best preserved in Clinton county. 
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EUNICE FORBES SCOTT 

born 
January 14, 1780 

died 
May 7, 1840 

Wife if Capt. David Scott and the 
first woman pioneer of Clinton county 
s e ttled at DeWitt, Michigan in 1833. 
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Thursday, Aug, 27, 1891. 

THE COUNTY. 
DEWITT. 

» .. nn, Aus. 25, .UUl, 
Floyd Williama is suffering from a 

aevere attack of inflammatory rbeuma• 
tiam. 

E. n. liill, afl.er 11ixteeu ve1m1 al>6tlnce 
in Texas, is visiting his brother, Eber 
Hill, in this village. 

Ed. Bedell will be at the store of E. 
M. Webb in this village September 4th, 
to fill out pension papers for old com­
rades. 

Owing to the lar~e and increasing busi­
nees of .:ipeucer Norris and Fred Blizzard, 
they are obliged to make their store 
larger, which will run to D·unham's 
hard ware store. 

The Cheboygan Tribune says: Mark 
Scott. a former DeWit.t boy, now of 
Rondo, pulls the reins over the beet 
team in that locality, a pair of i:ray geld­
in~s, which speaks well of the ability of 
our farmers as horse breeders, as Mark 
purduwed thew while visiting hie father 
David Scott. We know of no good 
reason why Mark 11hould not drive a 
good team, ns he was always a good fel-
low when among us. MERCUUY. 

·••----

\ 

SYLVESTER SCOTTv 
Born in Dewitt in 1839, Died 

at Lansing on 
November 21. 

LIVED ON ONE FARM 68 YEARS 
He Was Grandson of. Capt. David 

Scott, Clinton County's First 

Pioneer. 

Sylvester Scott was born In Dewitt, · 
Clinton county, Michigan, October 23, 
1839, and . departed this life Friday 
evening, November 21 , 1913, after sev­
eral months of poor health caused 
from a general breakdown. He was 
united In ·marriage to Miss Mary Win­
ans, July 31, 1864. Two children were 
born to them, one dying In Infancy. 
Mr. Scott was born on ·the first farm 
west of Dewitt village, and has been a 
continuous resident there until about 
five years ago, when he disposed of his 
property and moved to Lansing. 

He was converted under the pastor• 
ate or Rev. Thomas Riley, 28 years ago, 
He had been a faithful member of the 
M. E. church ever since. 

He was a grandson of Captain David 
Scott, Clinton county's first pioneer. 
Mr. Scott has lived to see great changes 
take place. The mighty forests have 
given way to cultivated farms and 
beautiful homes. He was a member of 
the Clinton county Pioneer society, 
and always took an interest In It and 
attended as long as his health per­
mitted. He was a kind husband, fath­
er, brother, fr;end and neighbor, re­
spected by all who knew him. He 
leaves to mourn their loss his aged 
companion, one daughter, Mrs. Geo. 
Gross, or Lansing, one brother, Geo. 
Scott, of Dewitt, beside several other 
relatives and friends. His funeral was 
held at hie late home Monday, Nov. 24. 
The body was laid to rest In Dewitt 
cemetery. • 

His nephews were pall bearers. 
Rev. LeGear officiated and Rev. 
Thomae Riley made sotne remarks. 
Both ministers were from Lansing. 
The floral decorations were numerous 
and beautiful, testifying the esteem in 
which he was held. Truly we may 
say of him, a good man has been called 
home. ' 
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VETERAN DIES 

Reuben Brink Passed Away at His 

Home in St. Johns, April 17. 

lleuben Brink passed away at his 
home in St. Johns, Friday morning, 
April 17, from pleuro-pneumonia, after 
an illness of 111.Jout ten clays. F1meral 
sen•ices were hel<l at the home Sunday 
afternoon at 2:00 o'clock. Hev. J. H. 
Wilcox of the Methodist Episcopal 
churc h offi ciating . 

I Hc 11hc11 llrink was UOJ'll April 3, 

1

1 
l l'i 48, in Huron to wnship, Wayn e coun­
ty, New York. In 1866 he was united 

I 
iu marriage to Mary .J ane Dickinson of 
N .. w York. In 18ti8 they came to 
l\'li<'i1ii;au and settled 11I10n a fa rm in 
Oli\'e township, w her e some years hller 
M rs. 11rink passed away. On .July :11, 
18!Jfi. he was united in marriage to lda 

1 K Knight of Olive. In J<'ebr11ary, l !lOG, 
thev 1110,·ed In lh,witt w here they re­
sided nntil two yean; ago when they 
111oved to 81. .Johns. 

l l1•xid1•x h is w ife. ht, !Paves to 1110IIrn 
I h<c-' ir loxs. t wo :;ixh:i·x. Mrs. U eorge I 

1 lllb-:zanl or Olive and Mrx . .lnnc H ra<I­
IJurn of ltot'l1c:;lcr , New York; also 
sevC' ra l nit>cc::; and nephews. I 

?\fr. Brink was a vet eran of the Civ i l 
war and a m r mber of the G. A. ll., 
ha,· in~ enlisted i n Compan y A. of t he 
!Ith New York H eav.v Al'lill<ir y in I 
S,•pt om hl•I'. l Xii I . anti scrv<'d uni ii the 
dose of the war . I l e took an active 
part in the battle of Cerl ar Creek and 
ser ved under Gener al Sh eridan. 

Those who attended the funeral 
from away were: C. L. Bri11k of H ar t­
ford , \V i ~.; K 0. Place or Owo~so, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charl es Knight and Mr. and 
~fr s \Vrn. Behringer or Ann Arbor, 
Mr. · n11d l\f1·s. Wm. Knig ht and son, 
Lester, or Lningsl)Urg and Mr. and 
Mrs. Theodore N eller and sons, l•'en­
lon ancl }<;)ton, and Berton Neller of 
Lani~ng. 

Rf UNITf□ BY DfATH 
John H. Brink Did Not Long 

Survive Wife 

RESPECTED PIONEERS 

Or D uwltt, Who.lilt, Deal.btt Occur1•cd 

Only Tbrce DA)'II At•arl 

Mr. and Mra. Johu H. Briuk·, awouJ,( 
the W06t highly reapvcrnd citizuue ot· 
O~witt toWJU:lllllJ, J)lltlsud U.WIIY Wit-ltiu 
the ptu1t week tlu,ir deatht1 occnrriHJ.{ 
o uly threo days apart. ?tlna. Briuk, 
who had been iu poor bcu.lth for sou.Le 
tiwe, diod )l'r iduy oveuiuK, n 1:cowlwr 
11). lit,r co1u1M:t.uiou of won, th11u tony 
yuarH, who had Uoeu ill for utauly twu 
y~,u.-, diod Mouda,y uiglit ut alc n:o 
o'clock. 

Rachel Dicl..iosou Wll.ti boru iu Shacks• 
l>urgh. 0.:1wego coout.y , New Y orL., 
NovewlJor 13, lil-10. i:lho wovud to Ly­
Y&t.uder. Ouood~a couuty, Nuw York, 
whou two yct1.nt ot U)(U l\uU n.:,-id,;11 l11uru 
uutil JM.'i7 wliu11 1d1u movud w Uunm, 
N ttw York, whtre fer 6':Vt.m,I yt•:.tr~ 
dllU t&Oij'ht tt.,;houl. Un March w. l ~1i:,. 
Rho wu uuit.od iu wurri•M:o to Jol,u IL 
Brink. Mra. Brin" ) 1tM1 l k·cn u g rc:N.t 
1"ufferer for wauy y e&.rt1 with u. co1upli · 
CM.Lion of d iiruu~ 1,ot bore IH:r 11ull'ur­
iogt1 with 1~tieuce. S ha wut1 a W b LU­

bor o! thu W. K O , of Dewitt, i11 
which ahe held varioo• ol~Ccd, ~l,;o ~ 
wuwber of Dowitt Gru.uJ,Ct.1, No. ..j5~. 
iu which ordor ahe was ebuplaiu for six 
yuars. ::iho was ac tivu ia tlm Cliutou 
Ooout.y Piouoer Socitt.y uud Wil:J ctuilr­
wau ot lhu obic.u1:1.ry cow w i rtue for 
nine years. 

Johu H. Brink W"8 bol'll in Pholp,;, 
Outa.rio county, New York, 1"uv1.1wbt:r 
18, 1840, bciug ju..it fh•e duy:; you1ucer 
th,ui hit1 wifo. Hu movoo to HorOu, 
Wayuu cou11ty, Nuw York, wt..uu u. 
11w1:1.ll bo1. lu IHUl ht! ouliHtt1d iu Com­
pany}'. , ';5th N ow York lufuutry, uud 
~rved thrco )·ear11. Mr. a.ud Mrtt. JJriuk 
camo to Olivo tow11:1hip, m l~ili, aw1 
rc,udud ou & t&rw thoru u11t1l two \'curd 
a.go whtm thuy purchO&Jtl 1:1, 1,olliu 1u 
Oowitt villago. Mr. llriuk hlld IJOon 
i..tllictod w ith kidney d~a.sc for Mevol·al 
yttara guL Wllri ul.ilu to lie it.bout llis hoim, 
uutil u. ruw hourH urt.ur 111~ w itu'K do"th 
whuu hu Wati takcu witJ1 a chill t1ud 
(ailtid rKpidly. Mr . .Briuk wa:i 1:1, mew ­
bcr or the G. A. R. aud bad held wauy 
ofti~ au that order. 

Ho Wud trcutturer or Dbwitt Grnu5:u 
tor uiuuyuarH and a mem ber of tho cx:­
ocutivu co11J1uittuu nc. tl1t1 t i w u or Im; 
tlt,atb. Ho Wlllf ah,o 1:1, w umbur of the 
Olintou Coouty Piouoor Society. 

Mr. aud Mlli, Brink are e1urvived by 
two soutt, 1'1tmt.ou, of Wutertowu, aud 
George, wilo ro.,:ides on the old ho1ue­
stcatl1 iu Olive, ouo duugbtcr, Mr8. 
Theodoro Neller, of Olh•c, 11ud Nix 
gra.ndchil<lreu. Mr. Briuk is ~lso dar­
v~ved by oue brother, R cubiu Brink. 
Olld liiw~r. M.rtli. G ~Or)(O lilh!.:~11rd, ot 
Olive, nurl oue tnHtor, Mrs. ,Jauu Bra1l­
buru, ot :New York ; whilo Mrs. B riuk 
itt survived by ouu bror.lier, S. Dick­
iut;On, of Kt\us».s ; t,wo sist.ers and oue 
brother in New York stat~. 

Mr. u.ud Mrs. llriuk woru licld iu tliti 
hi,:thest esteow by all who kuow tht-oo. 
'fhoy were lllwaye reu.dy to aid the sor­
rowing and atllicted ouus 1<bout thom 
~ud thtir livus wero filltHt with f(OOtl 
dueds. No morn tittiug tributt, ct1.u \Jc 
paid thom tl1an that they d id 1<11 111•1 
ooohl to liKhte u tho burdc u oi ot lu.mi 

Tho fuuorltl ot Mu. l:Sriuk w11s lil1ld 
at tl1u Buptitit cliurd t iu Do witt villttt,:u, 
8uud1<y aftoruoou, Hev. W. A. Siunuous 
ofti<:ioti11K. Tho fuuoral of ~I r . Briuk 
Wnli h1 1l1I trnluv ill 11 u•,,tut'I, u.t, tl111 Unti· 
11•1 11 h11n1h ·1111un111111h w,1111 lo It,, 
w 111 ,,11111u1t,1, 
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I 
Not&-ln this column The Republican ho1>es to publish articles or his• 

torJcal value relative to Clinton county, Lellevlng that tbe opportuni ty to ' 
secure such Jntormatloo should be Jmoroved. 1'o tbla end The RevulJUcan 
1ordlnlly Invites those knowing blatorlcal facto or lntereat to oend •ame I 
to tht, paper for publtcaUon. 

1 
Why not ■tart ■ ■crap book, devoted excluaivcly to Clinton county, 1 

and In • few yeara you wlll polH11 a volume of much local hiatorlcal 
villuo. 

DEWI TT THE FIRST PLACE OF re•ident or the village o! Oewitt. 

SETTLEMENT (N CLINTON CO. pl~~~~ait ~;:;~ •~nb:'i: ~nc!'::::~,i~~~,~~: 
A t the IHHt ntmmd meeting of the utlon it1u.l nround it a box :i2 hu:h~N : 

~i'~~1ti/l
1 
~~

11
~'-:oi~~~dn(.;~·t;°:.}:'et:e:c:et~ dquuro aud one foot high with a cove 

I1tactng R boulder on the site where ~~d
th

1~1~:;u:l~: u.11
I~':n~"°:1~~ t;;~e l~~:tll~~ 

lhe first settlement wa» mo.de ln Cltn- concrete which formis the b&.a.e ; 
lon county, the boulder to have the \ 'fbc .iiilOne ts J6x20 lnc hel · tJQuartt ' 
!.o!lowing words on a. bronze tablet : and ◄ ½ reet long with three 1>errect 1 

1 hl11 boulder mark» the loca.tlon or corners one betng E0mcwhiH det=clent I 
1 
the ttr~t 1,ermnncnt 1ottlement ln ll »lam.I~ 4 ¼ tt;,ot higher thun tho ·cn,»tt: I 

i CUnto1., county, Mlchlgan. CaJlta!n I walk nuU !i½ reet u.bovc the I.Jase. I 
~:;~d 1ia~~2~~:ct:~at b~et~•:;, ~~:::: ,t h; localed oo the south vl()e of 1 

County· Pioneer Soclely 1913 .. main street close to tbe sidewalk uno I 
George w. Scott and Jero.me Dills in rront or the post otftce bulldlng, 

or Dewitt and Fred w. Howe o! Eagle and ta also In front.~! where th! tog ! 
were u1>1>0inted BN a cornmlttce to loo. hotel WiiH IJ~llt ln 1~3 ... by Uavld t:ic:ott, I 
ttJter th wo k or Cu11tuln S<·Otl, ux he wu11 , ·oin111011ly I 

h wu! nu rbOnor to Mr. Scott to Lie cnllell. unll who WRtl gru1!dfathcr or tl.lo 

1 
placed upon that committee and an chulrmun or your comtmttee. 
honor to the committee that he be In lu:half or the committee J deijlrc 
made (hi chalrmnn "" ho hi the oldo1:1t to thunk on"' n.nU ull who 1,:ut u lu,11,- I 
ll1unocr in lhtt 11lu1.·u, huvlug I.Jt:tjll 11 111~ hn111f'l11 thu t!rc,:tlon or tliu 11111\'kt•r. l 
ret1lde11t 11lnr.e 18:14. Mr. Scott became und ttHllcr.lully Mr. OtiK Smith. who <Jo• I 
deol)ly tnterl!uted In the project at nutt:ll th~ rock und Mr. Ch1t.t1. \V. 
once nntl begnn senrch ror the boulder Wf>hh, 110~111111st1•r, who ,:oni:;c11tcd to 

One wuv tinnily located tn the town: lt.JJ L\!·ng t'!l'~clcd In front or bh, 1,tacf! 
shtp or Watertown which we be Leved or l.nustneani. Mr. \Vebb t.:5 a greut· 
to bo a good one and I, want to at.ssure great-grandson of Capt.8h1 Scott. 
you lhut we were not long making It a Jerome IJJlhs. 

$,of"t 



. \ l 'hm,.111ut \\' t.il ,llu,c. 

MarriHd, nt tho hou•o of tho 1.Jr idu111 

1mrout.s ia Oowilt, Wt!dneeday ovooivg, 
Juoo :!!Ith, !SAO, at 8,10, Lucilo, only 
c lJild of Mr. aud Mro. $. E. Scott, aod 
G oorgu Grose, of D ewitt . 

. 'l'ho et,r€'mooy wae perforn10d by }(t,v. 
lluolland ,\·itnoaeod Uy l50 1u,•itod suoald. 
Mies ~h,rh, McLout h ployed Muudol. 

UdiOU'tt Wo,h.liug: lturcb. At. lho oound 
u f thu 11iauo ttix yuung ladi~ dr"6tied io 
wl1ilu OpJH'la rud carrying whit.u rihOOu, 
and fo r u.1ud KU aielo th rou"h wbiL:b t he 
hridKI party marc hed in tbe parlo r and 
took lboir pl.scoo l..ihfore a largo ruirro r 
ducorat.od with wat.or Jillioe, culJa.M aud 
vioue. 'l'ho brid8timaidt1 woro Edlher 
Wuuu aod Olliro Grooa. Tho groomo­
nu-n woro Clifton ltnynohht and _li'rank 
( : r l)fftl. ' l'hu IJride was attired io white 
Hilk trimcuoc.J walh Mou~eliao 0UdOiU, 
and carribd crna w r088tf; tho groom in 
tho ueual black. 'l' he bridosmaids wo re 
whilo !-iwilitl 111ull1 K.l\d carriud 11i11k rOOOR. 
:\ Ctur co111,;rntulatiooa1 youu){ l lidy und 
gn1t lu1uau waitur• oorvud at fuaat Ill for a 
kiul::, cooeietin~ 1)r choico et,luJtJ1 orang&1, 
lmnaua1t, icu cruam. utc. 1.'htt moruiuj! 
huura wuro near hofore tho lnHt g1)ml 
Lyes woro Raid . A 11 Jiroooot clocl,"ud 
tltiRovont one o f tbo moat ploa11ant of 
thu ooa,ao u. ld, . and .Mre. G rOHB woru 
t lJo rodpicn te tlf many beautiful 11ncl 
u ~iful l'roaout.e 

C\\~r\ . te r-
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In neW:'...\t, Mtch .. o::i tho Rtb of Januarj,, 18'7,J , of 
~?vn.rhl.n_ .•:-ops~i, Mrs. A.ltii~ N. · ~1e,ott..f; TI'if'rp ot' :~i11,,vlc~. 
,}r;ott. 11.r::ad 4h ye&:rfil, 9 nonths BM ,__5 11.o.ys. \ 

;
1 T'8 . ;,~.ott waa horn :tn a'.lloghany Oouaty, lJ. Y. on ' . 
the 14th daJ of Me:rc.h, 18:23 e..--,d ~lOYact with hft:r "J.:>~1"6Ilt8 
to tl1:ts atato :tn 1859 1 f.J.n.d 'lflilIJ. m.ar1•.ttrd. tht>: to.llowtng 
yof\:r. 3he ':las t>cen 1n poor h~@J.th for affere.1 yea.t'11 
anc~ f(n• tha le. at th..r00 ye&llra h11.2 h.Ali OVt'l:r,ian_ · CU'"OM'J, 
fm- wh:t oh 13he hn.a be,0n ta:i;rpe.d tw.enty-~ovmn t~~;l;; , .. ~w,I 
!'.A-d in t111, over f'i ,:re oorr-el.D of: 1'-llltiit' ·11~~ ~ .t ~~ 
:n10 bore h 0r protraoted su:f.'foring w1.tb. i1 derrre$ <0!' ·" 
courat.::e snd !'ort:ttuae seldon ev®r e)q'lttit.lle,d; an<i t)tr.i,r 

rn..R.int11.'l.ned a lively h,opo of a future hS.pt:J'Y' immortt'll.1Hty,. 
~.ir, 1•} was 1:1. lr..:1.nd and courteous noif:'hborf a. rr.odel w:i.fe 
tl· i ~ r:•,()thf.1;r, ttnd hac'I tJ1e r·ooc\ w:tli s.·c\', (\i,tomn or aall. 
who knew her. 

.. 



U:SDEU SAD CIRCUJUSTANCES 

' Occnr ed the Death of :U:is~ Alta S-Oott af 
N ew Orleautt. 

'l'L" peculiar sad announcement of the 
death oi Misf; .\!ta Scott, 01 DeWitt, at 
:Se1v Urleaus, La., last week, was rea­
c1:il'Cd with much t!UITOW a 11tl r,·gri,;t by 
her mauy friends. Miss :::icott woi;1t, to 
Lu ni;iug a bout three years u.~o and'.'.'\&,i 
been a teacher in t he fiith grade of the 
\\'11lnut l:!tred school. Early lu:st spring 
she s uffert>d a se\·ere illness, [rum w!Jich · 
she did not recover s utfic ien tly to resurnit, 

I 
her school duties. uutilaboutthreewv~11~ 
before the close 01 the year. She wn>1, i:il-, 
gaining her heulth s lowly ,rnd o n Friday• 
nwrning lust , ueeo mpanied by her ,;ister, 
'.\liss 'l't•11uo. Scott,•leit ior :\'p w Orleo.0 1:1. 
T hey i11t,,11d.-d l o s1,.•11<l a "'"11 1,h al t he 
sn1shore bdo1·e retu rn ing to their home 
in this city T he tlo'<'eused was 1..,orn in 
DeWitt. ~fuv 2G. l l'l!l:_l. Her mother 
d ied wlteu ,;he and h,•1· sistPr were young 
an,! they were 1..,rought np b.,· the late 
~Ir~. ll,Hid ::,i,:ott. ~!is~ :-;i;utt h1ught in 
tlie schnole oi Oe\ritt ior some tim.­
beiore !goiug to 1.an~i ng and hud re-. 
cein·, l nn appoi11tmt'nt tu the ~ix th grade 
uI the \\'u.lunt street school fo r the •~um­
ing· ye,tr. i:ihe wa:i a S\\'l'•·t rnanuer t>d 
and u11a:;su n1iug- youug lady and w1u1 
1·erypup11luru111uuc',' her o:ird ,• of friends. 
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DeWitt-- Yesterday and Today 
THIS CLIPPING FROM A 1891 PAPER WAS LOANED TO US 
by Mr. and Mrs , Burl Dieter who live on a Centen• 
nlal Farm at 9920 DeWitt Road , 

"On Monday evcinlng, October 5th, seventy 
five friends and relatives met at the 
home of David Scott to celebrate his 
74th birthday, He first came to this 
county October 4, 1833, thus being a 
resident of this county· fqr 58 -years 
and of Michigan for s!xty six years , 
liis father.,Captaln Scott, ~Jas the first · 
settler In this county. David Scott I s 
a worthy member of the Masonic order, a 
charter member of the grange and sti l l 
b e I o n g s . t o t h e o r d e r • H r , S c-o t t , o r 

Uncle David as he is commonly called, 
was the.recipient of a beautiful willow 
rocker. Mr. G. Pe11nel I, In beha l f o f 
his friends, presented the chair with 
&ome appropriate remarks to which Mr, 
Scott responded," 
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B r f,:enneth Coin -0:;i(:F J;,1 · 
. • . 4- ..... ~"¾ ?<;.~ ~-~~· 

~ October 5. 1833 was a · >~:; .. I 
special day to yv,.1ng; DaVKJ Scott. 'The captain and two sons, stor)-€ axes, pipes, and arrC>W- ·, ,-

1 ' tt ,,,,as his fami!l 's first fu ll day at Sylvester and D~vid. went ~o Ann heads w;re f
1
ound. _Later, :wt1en 

~ 
their new setti€ment on the . Arbor for seea_ ¥-;neat with ox sorne,of_ ,he s,r~ts 1.n the vi llage . ,i, ._,) ~ 

. Looking Glass. and also his teams; not having bags to put of DeWitt were 1,,racied, several ;.,:;;:~- ~- lf 
sixteenth birthday. What an thewheatin,rtwasputlOOSein .. -skcletonsoflfldiamwerefour.d." ·' . ~- ~' t,:_ , 
adventure it rru.:st have been for the wagon box. On the way home .. . , ~· ~ 

~ 
this young ma:i, lr~!ng among the "."agon _got mired d_own David Scott, Jr. was born in -· -y._"~ ._· . -. -. :I 
~e!nd1a_nsof tti-ew11derr.es.s. tt crossrng 2 s~a~pand ~eh~to Wyo ming Co., New York on • _ _ ... ·_ · . ·•. . ' 
tsfromh~smer.--'?'}'thatmuchof sp,;-e,adOLrt_our~nketsof'dcarry OctoberS.1817. Hewasmamed ~Sjfji i ,-. -. =~ · · ~ 

~ 
what was reco,--ded of the e2rly the whea~ ,n parrs from th€ wagon in DeWitt in 1840 to Nar.cy Atta - -, . . . : . ,, 
year_s of Clinton Count7 has a~d put it c.n. the blankets and Pike, a daughter of Olive · . . · .. -~ -=-~-~ .... · -~. -~;:'; : 
survrv~ to '.hf: !)fesent: He _was ~hen we got , th: wagon out. To .... -nship pioneers. Mark W. and - -- · •· · · · ~~ 
ofien 1nter,,fsa1Ved by h1slonans t0aded up agam... Nancy (Cook) Pike. David and ~ · - illll~■--: [ 

~ 
of ~he iate 180-~·sand an ess.ay "(A) trip lo Pontiac with ox Nar1eyhz,atwosons,jamest<nox ~~ ~~ · 
writi~n bs Seo., was published te3ms took about ten days and and Mark Pike Scott, both of ~ • _ .,_,...,,,...._,,_...,.. ___ 
by the Mi-chigon?'.or.e-er S.:x:iety, as there were no settlers, -~"ea whom became early sett lers of CORRECTION: [ 

~ 
ofwh1chhe_y,.~;mearly~rn~. shor_l distance northwest of ·-R on do (near Wolverine), Several weeks ago J st.Eted 
The fol !ow:ng rs a smal , portion Pontiac. we had to camp oul Michig.an. David was the last that George RHey had been a 
of that es.s.ay: nights. We put the b-ells on the surviving offspring of David and governor of .New York. The tact 

~ 
"Whil.e livir4;there (the lnd~n oxen and let them feed . but kert Eunice: Scott and thro...ighoc1t his remains :that lo,·ina { Kn app) [ 

Vil!a2e of Wa:,.,.ahnahs~) a a good kK>kout for them or wc 4ong life he witness.eel the great Simmons did name both her 
p..rty o1 Eng-lis:.rnen on th-eir way migh~ be short il team in th-e .change that tooi< place in the son and the township of Riley in . 
to Grand Ri,er (no.,., Portland) mornirg... DeWin area . ne ~as. a civic and ho:-ior of George Riley but ·it is f 

~ 
s1 opped ove; for the ·night with '':fhe. land bceted by Capta.tn social ~6er of the community -iocorrect that h-e .,,,as a forr...er J 

,_the captain (~a'rlid Scott, S_r.). and Sylv~:ster Scott in the year and_ county for many years, as g~ of New ~0,--ir.. The sovrce j 
• O ne of th~ pa:1"1 was ta_ken sci 1833 was; the termin: ·s of the we!!_ as ~ gener().Us, b,er,efacto_r. o f tht~ infor~al!~ was ai: ex-

~ 
a_nd captain went lo. Ionia , a.!x,.ut oak _:and west in Clinton County. Dav,d. his _wr~e Nancy, a_nd his _ hausfrfe farn.:ty h:s-tory_ )'(T"Tt1en 
f rtty miles bythe {Grand Rive,) 11.eirlan-dbord-e-:-edCX1th€timber ~eco nd wife, Mary (Gibson) -by a former 0€Wrt1 htstor.an, 
trail , for a d CY.:tor. The rr.an died land west an-d rrorth. Abou! half afways found roo;-r, in their home ·Agnes Pike Steinhardt. ·Mrs . . 
soonaf1.er._.thuk,ctOf-came.ao.d . . .._~their?LJn::h.as.ewasrosewiHow al&09W.Mainfor localorphans " ___ Simmon's .s_ource :wa s her. 

~ 
· was buried in_a coffin made of • p lains with spots of grass. MC}St __ and displaced.children . .l)avid . ·. _,grandfcthe_r. Geor_ge Rile ;· 

bar!( taken trom the ;.igwam . of this !.and ha-d 1.,een cutti...-a te-d ·d ie-d ·Qr. .March l7. 1895 while · Simmons, himre!'f. Ap~rently 
The fu neral v.-zs _aH.ended by by the Indian$ ar>d the- corn hills vis_iting his n_iece. Agnes Pii:.e . . he was of tire mistaken belief 
Capt. $.cott·~ family, tf->.e only were pfainly visible . In the fair, at Knox-ville. Tenn. ·tha~ tie had been r>2med for a 
while inhabrta,ts of the cou;.t)'. breaking up of the ground many former Ne"" Yoris Governor. Who 

t t'ie doctor an: the hired man... relics of eartt.e-r, wa re and of -....---.... w2s George Ri ►ey7777 
~ K::====:>I ~ I< 4 ,. X re.=::::=>< ~ .c:::=:=:,.; ic=::::::x ~ .c:::::=~ ic:=:=::,,( ~ ><====XI<_ ;,;_<=.:.:>:: ..c=: 
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in tho mnnufuoluro of hoots oud 1;1hoes, whioh ho oontiuoe<l for II poriod 
or .J yonrn, wliuu lit.1 ub1111duuud it on 1wuou11l of liiH [1dli11µ: l101dll1. 11. iH 
Borvioe!I wero than 9ought by tbo poople ne a puulio tlorvaol iu uo 0Uioi11I 
OllJJaoity. Ile wua fir,,L ohoaun township troasnror for oae year, 11ftur 
whioh he w11s uleotod to tho oflioo of j ustice of tho plillCHl in wbioh ho wn1:1 

oooliuuonsly oLosen from !870 to the dutu of Lis c.loutb. He hold Lho 
ollioe of supervisor from 1883 to 1890, uad uguin in 18\l2, and 0!01:md hil:l 
l111:1t week in tbut omoo at tho last ,foannry sosfliou of tlrn board. 'L'bu 
ounlidonoo bestowed iu hi1u by bis people, in 11n ollioiul oupnoity, wus 
nevor butruyod. On tlrn 9th duy of Juno, 185u, h0 w11s uniltid in ,uur. 
ringu with Miss Elizuuoth Mnrtin, dnugLtor of Oonrnd Martin, deoonsod. 
She wns tbe tirsL while ohild born in the townsh ip of Welllpbaliu. 'reu 
obildren were born to them, four of wuom diod in infunoy, and one but 11 

few mouths einoe, loaving tivo obildren nml fl fuitbful wifo to mourn tbe 
duulb of lbis kind lnrnbnn<l aud folbor. Mr. Peliwb was u lifo long worn­
her 0£ tlrn Ontbolio oh urob. 

AN OUI£W Hrcm.roNn.-Andrew Riohmond, un old nml highly r ospeoto<l 
resident of Viator township, <lied ut his homo, 'l'hursduy, May 31, 1804 , 
of pnrnlysie,, uged ubont 75. In going around tho Lum iu wbiob rno11 
were ongngo<l in slwnring sheoJJ Lu wuu sud<lonly ·1:1 Lriokun with p,ualysiB, 
and was found by one 0f tho men lying in u pool of water with life wbolly 
extiuot. Jlo wue u nutivo of Ireland nod bud boon u roaidont of Viotur 
upwardl.l of •10 years. A wife, two sons living iu Kunene, a dtrnghtor, 
Mrs. rrhuodore Curlis ·of Viator, survive hiw. ilia funeral ooonrru<l 11l 

tho Grove Oongrngntional church on Sundny, J·uuo 8, was ltirgely nttouded 
by rolutivo!J and fritmda. Anothor pionoer of Clinton county huB joiuod 
tho great nrnjority. 

DAvrn ~c01'T.-A good mun bas gone. 'l'be oldest ooutinuous rosi­
d out of Clinton couuly is no woro on eurth. With un nohing heurt, it 
booomus onr toek to writo theao won.ls . 11 Unolu" Duvi<l :::ioolt, Ulintou 
ooun ty 's ffi Ol.lt ootod pionoor and our Ii ft, long frioo<l is cltin<l. Ilo Wlltl 

born in Oovingtou, Wyoming county, N. Y., Ootobor 5, 1817, 1tnd diud 
ut Knoxville, Tenn., frow u atroke of parnlysie, or, 8 und11y, Mnrob 17, 

18H5. Ho wua well und fovornbly known tlirougbout Oliulon oounly, 
bnviug liveJ wilhin it;1 bordors Gl yeur1:1, und in this S tnle G\J yourn. 
In 1825 Cupluin ooott (n onpluiu in tLe war of 1812, und fotbor of our 
eubjoot), aooompnnied by h if:I furnily, rnoved from Goueueo county, N. 
Y., to Ann Arbor, Mioh. Aftor romniniug thorn !:l yeura, un<l in tL u 
spring of 1833, be oowe to wl1t,t is now known ne DoWitt. Ho w11a very 
maoli plunllud with tho aiLuuliuu 1111d <looidu<l tu rnuko li i1:1 fut11re bo111n 
tlJllru, whiob ho noourdiug ly did. Tu t.ho follo wing full ho, with hiti wifu 
n11d two sons, Duvid ullCl Ulrnrlos, bug11n their pilgri11111gu towurd llwir 
now homo, iu big wagons drnwn by axon. 'l'lioy luok ono hordo und 
aovon loon bunJ of or,tt IH wi lb th om, nnd wore lllivornl cJnyH un Lh u road• 
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MBMORlAL l{g,PQWl'-OLIN'l'ON COUN T Y. 

'!'I.Joy fordod rivers, drove into ewn10pe, wero ofton mirod and wen, obliged 
to pitob thoi r t o11t1;1 whorevor night overtook lhllln. Wl.iun thoy rot\Oho<l 
the ond of lLtlir jouruoy tl1oy oulnino<l ouu1:11rnt oE tl.i o IndinnB lo ciooupy 
ono of th oir cabins or huts unt il thoy oould oreol ono of thoir own. 
'l'horu wuru nl lliiti li111 0 t.hrov r,1111iliouo( l111li1111 11 livi11g (J ll thu IJ1111ku ur lh1.1 

Luokingglasa rivor, wbero the protty villuge of Do Will n ow slondu. 'l'be 
oubin asaignod Mr. Soott und family WHS wudo of bHrk, nud the interior 
furn ishings oons.i1Jted wholly of n bunk on eitLor side. S toves worn a 
thing of the future. 'l'lwy were obliged lo build n fire in tho oenter of 
UJO hut. 'l.'be 8U)oko oou!d go out tli rougb u l.Jolo in tho roof or atoy in 
tho room, wbiob il most freq uently did. Bu t tl.Joy soon bad u oubin 
orootod and ruovod in. 'fheir noaroat neigh bora in thoao days worn 40 
ru iloe away. They wore obl iged to go to .Ano Arbor for their milling, 
blnoksmithiug and grooories. At one time, Oborloe, brother of "Unolo" 
Dovid, wo11 token aoriouely ill. David wont to Doxter, a <lia tanoe of 80 
miles on foot for u <lootor, who came on . horeebnok, stayed two cloys, put 
o $50 bill in bia pooket ond returned homo. l n the eurly part of their 
rosidenoo in this county tbero was 110 buy hero for fodd or for tho cuttle, 
and t rees woro felled to eupply lhia <lufioionoy. 'l'ho oattlo would out tho 
loaves and tender twiga. 'l'bey soon got used lo lliia kind of furo an<l 
tLe only oull needed waa tho 1:1ound of the ax. 'l'h e Pl\Bture fields in tbo1,o 
dnys wero quite extensive, oompriaing Euton, Ingham, Clinton and Sbia. 
waasoo counties. At one time tho oollle strt1yod away and worn gono 
oevoral duys. Wben found lhoy wore on tho grounds now oooupied by 
tLe Stt1to capitol. L i ttle d id Mr. Soolt thon think there_ would ever be 11 

$1,500,000 bui lding ereoted tboreon . In 1842 Capt. Soott orooto<l tho 
lt1rge hotel now oooupiod by E. Pilbeum, in DuWitl villago. " Uuole" 
D11vid Soolt wne one'nmong eleven ohildren, 1111 of whom 11re now gone. 
Ho wus a member of DeWitt lodge No. 272, F. aud A. M. ; of tho 0. R 
o.; oleo 1.1 oburlor morn bur of Do W ilt grnugo No. 15~. Ho bud beou mar­
ried twice. In 1840 be mnrried .Mil.la Allio Pike, who diod Januury 8, 
J870, leaving two sous, Jurues nnd Mark, wLo now reside in nortborn 
l\tioliignn. His fltioond runrriugo wuB with J\,fory Oibsou, M ny 1l, 1871, 
nod who diod October :n, ] 8!l2. )30th wero l.lplondid helpmOtJts und 
noble woroon. Ilia two grundduughlore, .Alice Hn<l Lonntl Soolt, kopt 
l.Junse for him uolil Inst foll, when he dooided to 1:1pentl lbo wiulor in 
l(uoxvillo, Tenn. HI.', uooompaniod by bis grunddangbter, Len na, wont 
south in November. Uo enjoyed tbo ruil<I soutl1orn wentbor nnd good 
lioalth. O u M aroli 14 ll.1t1 writer of this tlko toh rnooivod a letter from 
liirn, dated Marob 12. It was written io Lie 11t:111al jolly atylo, and in it ho 
uxprouaed love und roepool for l.Jid DeWitt friends. 1 l w,rn vory sud it1<loud 
to hie many frion<l1:1 to boar of bis audd oo durniso. Nuvor 1ooro will we 
l:lOo him ut our p ioneer gatboriogs, in wbiob he alw,ty1:1 111nnifoutod au muo!J 
prido nod interest. How wuoy limos buvo wo tioo11 him alaud ing alono 
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when the president of the Pioneer Sooioty would ask nt thoir annual 
gatboringfl how many th oro wore present who bud livod in Clinton county 
50 years or moro. Gront has beon tbo ohnugo in Cliulon county eiuoo 
Mr. S cott first 1:1eltled here. Ho bna aoen tl.ie mighty foroets g ivo plnoo to 
oultivnted tiolda. Comfortable homBA, clrnroboa und aoboolhousoa now 
stand where onoe stood tho Indi11n wigwam. IL seem, almost impossible 
for tHl to bouor our piou(lor frio11dt,1 onout{h whon wo tbiuk of tho li11nl ­
shipa thoy endurod. ·we, of today, nro reaping tho fruits of their laliorn, 
cure and toil. But tboy are fast leaving us. 'l'Lio tiilont city bus boon 
steadily growing unlil now it claims the groater share of tbe genuine old 
pioneers. 1'beir ba11ds are folded forever; their labor is done. Bnt the 
rooord they have left behind them is more durnble ib,rn any marble mouu­
roent that oould be ereoted to their memory . Mr. Scott bas bileu u very 
prorninont man in this community. He bas held otiioes of trnet of nearly 
-0very kind in town' and county. He wus always ready to lend a helping 
Land when needed for bis fellowtnen. He beoame u member :)f tbo 6n1t 
Uuiveraalist ohurob of De\Vitt Inst foll, under th o pnstorute of Mias 0. ,T. 
Carpenter. He was strong in. tho fnitb that there is ono God wboae 
nature is love, revealed iu one Jesus Obrist by one holy spirit of grnoe, 
who will finnlly roatore the whole fomily of m unkind to bolinoss nod 
happiue&e. J uat a Bhort tirne beforn liis depurturo for t~e "sunny · 
south," be told the writer tbut ho felt a1:rnnred be should moot with all the 
lovod ones gone beforo when tho summons oamo fror.o the other shore. 
We trust his foitli h11a not been in vain. Mm,. 0. L. PEAllOK 
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Bargain price! 

It was nearly 100 years ago when Mark P. Scott 
purchased his 160--acre farm at a tax sale for a grand 
sum of $18.21. The farm was located on top of one of 
Wolverine's highest hills at the north end of Bilder 
Road in Mentor Township. Today the farm still exists 
as does the original Scott log homestead. Today it is 
part of the Wolverine Camps owned by John Zimmerle. 
Horses are stabled in the barn and the log house serves 
as quarters for riding students of the camp. In winter 
horses from Mackinac Island are stabled here. The ex­
terior of the house is unchanged; the interior, however, 
has been modernized. From the Scott hill, Burt Lake is 
visible. Mark and his wife, Emma, are in this old 
photograph. Others are sons Frank and Orville. Two 
others are believed to be daughters Ora and Adele. 
None are living today, nor are the grandchildren of the 
Mark Scotts. Marjorie Scott, widow of a grandson, 
Donald, is presently living in Cheboygan. Numerous 
great and great-great grandhcildren survive. 

Log homestead years ago ... 

Same log home today 

It's of 
Tony 
new a 

Tony Keller of 
Tuscarora Townsh 

His appointment 
ship board voted 3-
contract with Kelle 

A challenge by T 
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tract lacking speer 
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The split vote, · 
followed as the tre. 
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Reichlin and B{ 
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should be part of the 
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plicants for the posi" 
posed his (Lindroff 
when Trustee Elai 
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H 
Because federal r 
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Board members ! 

monies unexpectedly 
those monies might 
provementprograzn. 
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FORMER LUt;AL VY u1nru, 
DIES IN CALIFORNIA 

Word has Just b een received 
here or thA death Wedneadll.Y, In 
Los Angelos, or 111 rs. Mary Scott. 
83 . 

Mra. Scott unli t two years ngo 
wais o. ,·eslrtent or J.,anslng, hav­
ing coma hero with her h~s n'.nd. 
8ylvcst~r Scott, fro111 Dewit ,,bout 
16 yearA llgo. Since 111 ., , cu.th ot 
her h u•bnndtln l 9 I 3 _.,Mr~. Seo le 
had. mu.de ,e,· ho,),e wit h . h<:,· 
duug-hter, M ·s. _s:;.c6rge t1rosa. 

Mr~. Scott ts sister o( the 
\alo N . l r. WltllLns. 
· !llr. and M r s. Grose a,·o en­
route to ]\llchigan with the body 
and will arrive here about llfun­
d"-Y nl;;ht. Funt·ral arrflng-c­
menlH will bo m1<dt1 u.rter thei r 
arrival. · Interment w ill be Jn De­
Witt cemetery.' 



A deep gloom settl ed over the people of DeWitt 
and surrounding country last Monday when the sad n ews 
came from Lansing that Mrs. ~ary Gibson Scott had gone 
to her eternal rest. The subject of this sketch was 

~ born in New York State in 183g. Several years ago 
,-.... she __ came to DeWi~t, 1:'lich..-. She ~augh1~ ~ch<?ol for a . 

,::1 \.,._ number of terms in the Uni"on School building at Deyv.1.tt. 
, ~In 1871 she was united in marriage to David Scott. 

She was principal of the DeWitt school for a long time 
after her marriage and has taught a number of terms 
in adjoining di~stricts. She was a very able instructor 
and had a great faculty of impartin g knowledge to 
others. Anout two years ago her health failed to such 
and extent that she gave up te~ching entirely. She 
was a great suf.ferer at·times. Hers was ·a complication 
of diseases . Last winter she had a severe attack of 
la grippe, her life was dispared of. She got better 
hut was never well again. December 25th she went to 
L_ansing to visit her sister, Mrs. Bartlett. The next 
Sunday night she grew suddenly worse and died Monday 
at eleven o'clock a. m., Oct. (should be December) 31, 
1869. She was a charter member of DeWitt Grange, her 
presence in our order was always warmly welcomed . 
Being naturally of a bright disposition she was the 
life of any society where ever she was. Whenever she 
entered a room the sunshine seemed to follow even if 
dark clouds had been there before. 

Truly we can say, 
A light has from that counsel gone 
A form we loved is still 
A place is vacant in the home, 
Which never can · be fi lled. 

She was a member of the 0. E. S. in DeWitt. 
Her remains were brought to her home in DeWitt, 

Wednesday, and funeral services were held at 1:00 p.m., 
Rev. Mr. · Be las from Lansing officiating. His words 
were very fitting f o r the occasion and full of comfort 
to the aching hearts . 

Clinton County Pomona Grange met at DeWitt the 
day of her funeral, Grange adjourned and in company with 
O. E. S. attended t he fune r al . The DeWitt Schoo l and 
teachers attended the funeral in a body, also a l a r g e 
crowd of neighbors and friends which proved far better 
than words in what great esteem she was held by all. 
She leaves an aged husband, two daughters, a sister, 
Mrs. Bartlett of Lansing, and a brother at Homer , Mich. 
besides a large circle of other relatived and friends 
to mourn her loss. Her brother and sister attended her 
funeral . Her remains were laid to rest in the DeWitt 
Cemetery. 'l'he afflicted family have the sympathy of 
the entire community in this their dark hour. 

Nonsense 



MRS. WEBB DEAD 

Was Granddaughter of Mr. Scott, 

First Settler in DeWitt. 

Eunice Eliza \Vebb . w hose maiden _ 
name was Scott, died in Lansing :it , 
2 a. m., Kovembe r 8. She wa.s born 
on a farm about one mile southwest 
of De\Vitt and lived t.lwrE' fo r m o8t 
o( her life. She w :1 s m:trricrl to E. 
lVL vVebb, wh o pnssccl :-t\\':-t Y about 
seven ye:1rs ago. ·_;:-hrE'c <'hildr en sur­
_vive her, Charl·c·~ M. W0bh. pos tmast­
er at DeWitt, F rank Webb of L an­
s ing, ancl l\Irs. Floy d W illiams of De­
Witt. Mrs. Webb bacl heen ill s ince 
last May a nd had Lee n in L ans ing 
for t rei1:tinent. She was GS years old 
last July. 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coln 

The Scott sisters 
Historic:; uf OeWttL uml ilii loumlcr::i, Cupt. IJ,1vi<l u11d 

Eu1w:e .Scott, have cu1Hmunly indullcll lnlurmatluu 
regunling the. utcomplishmcul:i ol their thrcc !iOll::i: 
.Sylvc::iler , David Jr., and Charle:. . Whul was not rcconl­
ct.1 and, Ill fad, hil::i gone largely unreSCill"CllCLI, IS lht: 
i:.ctminl:{ly forgotten mcmllers of the Scott f am1ly. 

ln l\)lll, as a proJCt:l for DeWitt':; sc:;quice11lc1111i .. tl, 
my:.ell, and Ourutl1y Scull, an avid gene .. dugbt a11d a 
Llirci.:t desccndc11t ot Oavitl and £unit:e ::icott L.1mily, 
wcrc with much dlun, corrcspu11tlc111.:c, Ulil.l u 
11111unwm u! :;oun:c::i ,d.Jlc to piece to1:;cthcr un up-lo·tlatc 
la1111ly l11slory of Lile lllrce su11~. 

We were pruud of our accu111pl1sl1111c1tl llul rcgrclh:d 
ll1..i t we wen: uuaulc to 1:;lean ;my record worth:,, ul mcnL 
fur the tt1fce k11ow11 duughtt:r:; ul Ouvlt.l u,H.t Euulce 
Scull. t'l'}u.:y an.: :;aid Lo h.ive had 11 children 111 all.) 
These (.l,n1ghLerti, Ellen, SJrnh (culled S..illy) , ..111!.l 
La1111ra, ~eemc!.l lo have lived ,111t.l u1cd without ki.1vi11g 
uny rccorJ EYl:11 .111 c:;say or lkWtl! u11u the Scull fa11li· 
ly, wr1tlc11 l.ly Ua,;1(1 ::icul t J r. h1u1sdt iu tile I U:JO:; , lhcll­
Lio11cd ouly two of hi:; ::;1 :, tcrs. 

Alter u "::ill'uogcr thu 11 truth" c hance cucuuulcr with 
a ctc:.cc11t.lc1\l of oue ot ll1c!c>C :;btc.-:; , we wen! :mun tu 
rcali:1.e tltal ll1t at..,:;e11cc ol ll1c ::;c (.laughter::; (rum the c..ir· 
ly wrillen record of lhc Scott t,lluily a11!.l O!!Witl wu::; in­
tlcct.l a !:(rave l11Ju!illcc. 

Al first WC llCClllCd that ll)Cl l' cxclU::il<.lll Wil::i due Lo Ilic 
fad ll\ill they 11.1d IIOl ,1ccOJ11pa111cd lhelr pure11ts lo 
Cl11\lu11 Cuu11ly ln 1u:n. We u::;:;umcO lhul Liy lhc l,de 
IUUUS, WIICII h is tories o/ the De Will area Wtrt! ftr:.t Wrtl· 
(1.:0, !he f,1111il1cs haJ µrolrnl>ly bi;co111c (lbu»:;ut.:lutctl. 
and lh..il lhe 111!:i lOrlan::; i.111(1 gt'.IICJlogists o/ tile [}erto<.l 
.were unaware o/ lhetr very cx.i:,tc11c;c , 

While ll ls true Lllut 11u11c of Cup!. ScotL's t.)uui,:llter~ 
an: knowu lu l.a,;c ever lived in the DeWitt urcu, It i::; tile 
11cxl gencrnuo11 of the /arnily in wlucl1 llle real my:;lcry 
here tJegi11s to develop. 

!::lien Stoll, the clucsl of Llie duugl1ttr~, murric!.l a 
111.111 11..ime<.1 Perry, upparc11lly eve11 llcfure tlic Scott 
family moved to Aun Arllor lro111 New York slulc 1n 
IU:L5. They ..ire llwughl t u have lived in the urc:.i 11c.1r 
Humco, I.Jut their ::;011, Nurn1u11 Perry, l:i l)clit.-:vcu Lq 
huvc lived in Ot!Witl. HI::; wile, Alice Wcl)!ilcr, l:i 
spct:Ulilld.l to have btcll the /\lice who w .. 1s a daughter of 
Parker Wellllcr, owner of lite UcWlll MIii:; trorn lU50 Lo 
the li.llc lllUOs. 

Sorah (Sally) Scott was married ln 11127 lo II prospcrus 
Washlcnaw CM11ty mlllt:r and (armer, ll ufus l{111g,ttL 
She Li le<! 111 June 1033, th ree w o nths prior lo her pan:nts' 
departure ror Clinlt)n County . Sile left a husllilnt.1 ·a11ll a l 
lCHSl three young children: David , llarrlct, a11<.J Sarah. 
Another sun , Sylvc:;11:r, died In Infancy. 

The younges t Sr<llt. !.laughter, Lumlru · tsomcllmcs • 
called Et1nlraJ , !lid 11ol acco111pany her parent:; to Clii1-
to11 County ln September lllJ:I. loslcad, sire c hose lu rc­
lllilln at Ann /\rl>or In l hc Kn ight househ(Jld, to l1elp In 
the ra1sl11g of her lnlc sl!>lcrs clrlldre11 . She cvc11tually 
marr ied llufus Kni ght uncl togclller they twct tw1"> 
dauglitc rs, Mary and Electa. 

Jlurus and Lamlra Knlghl IJ011t;:ht :;u1Js la11i la l 1J 1nuunb 

ol property i11 tile DeWit t a rea from v<1rlous 111cml)cr ::; uf 
the Stoll la,ni ly. Uy tlH:l, llicy hatl accuniul.,tetl close to 
:.WO acres 111 Olive aml DeWitl 'l'ow11 sl1 1ps. 

Dav id Kn ight, the !,011 ol llufus am! S.1rnh , is known l o 
hnvc tlllU-·11 u p rc sl,kuce lilt lhp 11fort:1t1t'111.ior,ed l!1llll by 
ltl(;,1 anLl has licco pL.H.:CC1 Ill the OeWIU an;a as early u!; 

IU5:l when he w as nwrr lcd lo Susan l'hilllps of l•.:,,gle 
Township, a11r.t lll'.i:J , whc11 he IJccurnc a char te r m1·111 1Jcr 
of the Cllnlun County Agcicullural and ltunlcullural 
Society. 

Ile was rcgardcu a111011g the prosperus and well 
rc!:ipCclcd larnwrs of CJl11t on County, !icing i11 vulvcd 
wilb varlou!:i social illl ct pulllit:a l orga 111:w llo1,s . 11 1:; 

family re tained i.l rc:q>ecled soc ial pos1Lio11 In lllc DcWi!L 
arcu lur several gt:11cr,1 lion::;, were fricnus LJ tHI co11k m ­
por11rics of l11clr :-:itott cousins anti were ol ten mc11l 1onct1 
In compuultrnship with the S c ulls ln lhe .. L ova l 
Brevities" of (lie county new s pape r . Yet, when 1t c ... rnc 
to recorcll11g llle l1btol'y ol Lile · ureH and or the Scot t 
lamily, they were urid uly neglcdcd . 

A team of uv lct ge ne alog ists ls c11rrcn lly cornlli11g yd 
unlapµ ec1 sources to rcst,;:ird1 the fi.llll ll y and dcscen­
danb of David !(night. Thei r a im Is lo set the ru:onl 
straight al>out the '·forgocteu family" or Capt. Di1vid 
and Eun ice Scott. Su, if you yourself are a clcsu,11cle11l o( 
the Knlg t1l fam il y which lon1t ago llvct.l In !he norlhc!aSt 
corner uf DcWlt l Tow11ship, thes e gcnc:alogi~t.:; arc look· 
ln~ for you, 



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Henry 0 . Scott- Nov . 29 , 1880 Clinton County 
August 20 , 1955 ~lint , Mi . 

Osgood Funeral Home , August 23 , 1955 2 : 00 p . m. 
Rev . C . Harry Moon- Eu~eka Cemetery 


