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DEWITT REMEMBERED — An old lithograph of the farm and imposing cobblestoa home of Rufus and
Larra (Scotty Kngnt rear Ann Arbor, Source unknown, ca. 1870, Courlesy o! Myrton "Kaig™ Knight.

Scott sisters were collectively

kmwn as ‘Mrs.

l\:z\ COIN
voral weeks ago 1 oshared one of the sec
ke Scutd family — the Caplain's solher
'l'hi~ woeek, another seorel, or rathor o
sLery wgmdmw two of the (,(l stain's
Endividually those rlnuyhtms Wi
and Lamirn, Golleclively they
mwn s CMos, Rulus Knight”

T 1992 myself and cne of the Caplain
~oont's greal-great-pranddaughiers, Dorothy
tricn Lo piece togelher a penealopy of
1.\ leanding family which was no smali
W managed luirly well tracking
seaddnnls al the three Seant sons who
1 mm mwrenls Lo DWILL i THI,
: any ol Lhen olher ehildren, all we
doLogn A owas A stalomend by Dawd Jr
witich u.\r! that his parents had 13 chnldren
57 which b mentioned the three sons who
same e DeWitt Sylvester, David and Charles
e dauphiers: Susan, Lamira and

tnoer

Uhen, shouy 10 minutes before gur manu-
sivipt wag due to the printers T was working
at thr\ dining reom table in my house on
Sestt streel when |heard the squenl of

L akcs and saw a g coud of dust out front.
The bir Lincola bad hardly come to a com-
JmLL siop when out popped o white-haired
Lo swho Bounced up Lhe porell and

; oy door,

Hib [on Koop Knighl” he sald (as if he
sere merely remingding me). Then without
heortnge oomhate he proceeded Lo explain o
e thal he was Just passing through town,
siw Seeld street and my old house and won-
dored 1f maybe I knew anything about hig
ancesiers, the Scotts. Well tie me up and
powe meowith a stick: [ hadn't been so0
hocked sinee ) found cut that Ward and
June CUleaver weren't veally married.

He on the oller hand seemed unphased
W hs:r' | u~hcrr11l him in dﬂd showed him that

o th_ cnom by oine obher — as af this wuul(l
have t;u oo standard feature of any DeWitl
nome, By ke bepan rattling off the top of
T H v hlf he knew of his branch of the
Sentbs, [ beceame ovens more sueprised. The
names he was using were DeWill poople
which [ never would have associaled as being
e of the lost tribes of Scolts.

tin Juve 150 TABD as the Scoll family was
maiting preparations in Aan Arbor for their
surney inte the wilderness, their daughtor
Sathv died from complicalions of childbirth.
Hee father, Captain Seotl, has only recently
vrned ‘nm ;

tis tour of Central AMichipan
was il ol enthusasm for the prospects
ibd them, Bao now, Sallys death
nave toosel hack their deparinre.

Rufus Knight’

Saly had married Washtenaw ploneer
Rufus imght about 1827 and had bore him
thrie children, Lhe fasl one cauging hor
death. Her youngrer sister Lamira had
planpred to accompany the parenls inte the
wilderness hul now 3L was decided that i
woulth probibly be hest iU she stayed bebind
o o Lie Lo halp eare for hey dowd sister’s
three children. | suspeet that her older
brether Sylvester's wife, Sophronta, also
sbaved onoat the Knight homeslead as she
11‘[ nol come Lo DeWatL thal (el vear cither.

The situabion worked ool welly woowell g
facl that within o short time {n very shart.
Lon-i, Lantiva took ovar o .)|t||3\, where her
sisler Sally had deft ofl and also marcied
Hulus Knight. In 1848, .shu and Rufus began
work on the house pictured above which was
completed in 1849 and has vermained to this
day one of the architectural showplaces of
southern Michigan. 1t is of cobblestone. Not
rocks or fieldstone hut precieely set stones of
uniform size and shane. A rvarity in Michigan,
such houses were all the rage in the Scott’s
old home of western New Yark where the
digging of the Erie canal had offered an
unlimited supply of stone lor the sorling and
taking.

As an asi " vou don't think Lamira's
family in DeWitl was impressed by her new
harme, check onl the foundation of her youn-
rer brother David's houae hore in DeWitl at
GU9 W, Main (the pretty yellow house with
the fancy roof hrackels)t Hidden behind the
averpreen bushos s an ochileclural rarity of
Clindot County - ol the usuud splil rocks
hut precisely sel stones, cach about the size
al a baseball.

The puzzling aspect of the [Gupht family as
ilorelates to the Seotes is thal Rufus and
Sally's son David Knight (named alter his
grandfather) came Lo DeWill as & young man
and i3 counted among the esarly sewtlers of
the area. He seltled on land in section 1 af
DeWill Township ab the soulheast corner of
Frepps and Rourd Lake road. Fe and wife
Susan raised a largn family there and were
countad ameong the socially prominent people
of DeWitt for mauny decades along with his
Seollo wneles, aunls and cousing Yel, not once
during the next houndred and some add
decades was it ever recorded Lhat the Knights
too woere decendants of the town founders,
Capl. David and Funice Scolt.

As the history of the Scott family s conti-
nuously in the works if anyonc ouf there has
any information on the Knipht family (their
children included Byron, Idu (Mrs. Reuben
Brink, Florence, bra, Willie. Eva and Juliust
we'r: witng to here from you

Ken {otn dx o DDeWitt resident and the

arce’s primary fustorian






















A b o e et e e g et
b Y

B e T o o oo T U T o e el o i e ot et s e e W ST

HFslovie TeD /&5{'

-

By Nenneth Coin

“H is often an unfortunate
oversight of history and hist-

.orians 1o shower an individual

with esieem and gratitude for
ar accemplishment ofhistorical
significance while at the same
fime overfooking the spouse and

femily which supported,
ERZoUrsged or even contribulied
iothe eccompiichment. Suchis
the case of the {amily of Capt.

“Deavid Scot, in parlicuiar, his

wile. Eunice Scot.

test year, on Oct. B, 1o
correct this sttuation, the Ciinton
County ‘Hisiorical Scciety

cecicsted s monument honoring

the ingivicual and suppertive
sccompiishment of Mrs. Scotl,
Locsihisiory hasnotireated her
fzirly in recording her fife and
deeds. She died al an sarly date
in DeWitt's history (Mey 7. 1840)
znd ercep! for imited references
fo herin Scott femity histories
zndioce! histories, very few fzcts

2re KNOWwn

Ehe was born Eunice Forbes
in Shoreham, Vermont during

"the Revolutionary War, on

Janwary 14,1780 Herchiidhood
years as well as the identity of
her parents remains unknown.
in 1801 she marnied David Scolt
whose awn early vears are as

much of 2 myslery. -

Following the War of 1812
(i which David Scott served

cand acheived the rank of

Capizin){be Scott family moved
fowestern New York and settled
& fiomesiead onland known as
“The Holiend Purchase” This
homestiead, locsted In Geresee
county between the present
towns of Covingion and LeRoy,
had to be forfeiied afler many
veazrs of hard work and
improvements because of 2

fauity iitle. With little

compensstion for their efforts
the Scotts moved
on, in 31825, to the territory of

- Michigan and setiied upon a

piece of wildernese iand near
Ann Arbor. Here they were {o
remain until 1833 when Capt.
Scot, opting for another home
in the wilderness, moved the
familyic Clinton County Oniyva
few monihs afterthe deasth ol a
daughierin Ann Arbor, Eunice
was compelled o {egve whal
iittle comforis in life ithey had
acheived, zs well 2¢ her only
grandchiidren end ancther
voung ceughier and zgezin

™ e il e e s S L T e i ™ - o T s X e e e
e e R S e kol e L Rt e Bk
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Eunice Forbés Scott

breakatrail intothe wild forests
of the frontier.

Eunice set up housekesping
inan elm-bark long houee, on
ioan from the iocal Indians of
Wabwazhnahseepee. She
remained there for one month
wntit & log cebin could be built.

She probably fived more
comfortzbiy than many of the
sioneer women of the arez but
hercomfori was amid isolztion.
Edociorwasa four-day journey
toznd {rom Dexler, Michigan, a
preacher came only once a
rmionth, shopping was 8 week's
trip 1o Pontiac, schooling was
nof to be had for her young
song. indians were her clesest
neighbors 2nd iravelers were
herclosestiriends. Hwae nearly
= year before another white
woman came iz ihe aree tolive.
#t remazing vnknown what her
zhirude and opinion was of rus-
tic life. Did she t¢hare her
twstand’s enthusiasm for the
wiiderness or did she simply
foliow glong a2t the dutiful wife,
sccepiing it all s herlotin life?

Scott family records (ndi-
cazle that Eunice bore eleven
children, only six of whom are
Enown to heve bived o adult-
hood. Of the six. one daughier
Cicd only months before the
Scotl’'s move 1o Clinton County
znc the eldest son. Sylvester.
died a tragic death 2t DeWiti in
IEZE Only four of the eleven

Loutlived her when she died at
DeWitt on May 7, 1840 at the
rezllively youngage 0f 60 Even
her burial sife has geone
unrecorded. It is presumed that
she was buried in the old Scott
plotof the GeWiti cemetery but
as the origina!l recards of this
cemelery were destroyed over
fifly vears ago, #f cennot be
confirmed.

Pl - e an Bveedipnetlgpin LS sy oe Lmwnil e
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DEDICATION CEREMONY

2:00 p.m.
October 8th, 1983, DeWitt Cemetery
DeWitt, Michigan

Welcome and IntroductlionsS......eeees.-.....Kenneth Coin

Speakers:

Betty Moore, President of the Clinton County Historical
Society

Geneva K. Wiskemann, Chairman of the Clinton County
Aistorical Commission

Honored Guests:
The descendants of Capt. David and Eunice Scott

Monument erected by the Clinton County Historical Society

The Clinton County Historical Society wishes to
thank you all for your attendance at this historic occassion.
We would also like to thank and acknowledge the following:

Yunker Memorials and Paul Tate, director of the DeWitt
Area Chapel, for their assistance in obtaining the marker.

The City of DeWitt and Floyd Fowler, sexton of the
DeWitt cemetery, and his crew for donating the footings.

Their care and attention to this plot of Clinton county
heritage 1is commendable and very evident as this cemetery, ' y

. among the oldest in central-Michigan, is one of the most T
&: beautiful and best preserved in Clinton county. b







B LT —

SYLVESTER SCOTT

Born in Dewitt in 1839, Died
at Lansing -on
November 21.

The Republican.

Thursday, Aug. 27, 1891.

THE COUNTY.

DEWITT.

DEwiTT, Aug. 25, 1891,
Floyd Williams is auffering from a
severa atiack of inflammatory rheuma-
tiem,
E., B. Hill, after sixteon vears absence

in Texas, is visiting hia hrother, Eher
Hill, in this village.
Ed. Bedell will be at the store of E.
M. Webb in this village Septomber 4th,
to fill out pension papera for old com-
rades.
Owing to thelarge and increasing busi-
neesof 3pencer Norris and Fred Blizzard,
they ure obliged to make their store

larger, which will run to Dunham’s |

hardware store.

The Cheboygan Tribune says: Mark
Beott, & former DeWitt boy, now of
Rondo, pulls the reins over the best
team in that locality, a pair of gray geld-
ings, which speaks well of the ability of
our farmers a3 horse breeders, as Mark
porchased them while visiting his father
David Scott. We know of no good
reason why Mark should not drive a
good tear, as he was always a good fel-
low when among us, Mercury,

LIVED ON ONE FARM 68 YEARS

He Was Grandson eof Capt. David
Secott, Clinton County’s First

Pioneer.

Sylvester Scott was born in Dewitt,
Clinton county, Michigan, October 23,
1839, and departed this life Friday
evening, November 21, 1913, afiter sev-
eral months of poor health caused
from a general breakdown. He was
united in marriage to Miss Mary Win-
ans, July 31, 1864, Two children were
born to them, one dying in infancy.
Mr. Scott was born on the first farm
west of Dewlitt village, and bas been a
continuous resident there until about
filve years ago, when be disposed of his
property and moved to Lansing.

He was converted under the pastor-
ate of Rev. Thomas Riley, 28 years ago,
He had been a faithful member of tbe
M. E. church ever since.

He was a grandson of Captain David
Scott, Clinton county’s first pioneer.
Mr. Scott has lived to see great changes
take place. The mighty forests have
glven way to cultivated farms and
beautiful homes. He was a member of
the Clinton county Ploneer soctety,
and always took an interest in it and
attended as long as his health per-
mitted., He was e kind husbhand, fath-
er, brother, friend and neighbor, re-
spected hy all who knew him., He
leavea to mourn their loss his aged
companion, one daughter, Mrs. Geo.
Gross, of Lansing, one brother, Geo.
Scott, of Dewitt, beside several other
relatives and friends. His funeral was
held at his late home Monday, Nov. 24.
The body was laid to rest in Dewiit
cemetery.

His nephews were pall bearers.
Hev. LeGear officiated and Rev.
Thomas Riley made some remarks.
Both ministers were from Lanaing.
The floral decorations were numerous
and beautiful, testifying the esteem in
which he was held. Truly we may

say of him, a good man has been called
home, *
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VETERAN DIES

Reuben Brink Passed Away at His
Home in St. Johns, April 17.

Iteuben Brink passed away at his
home in St. Johns, Friday moraning,
April 17, from pleuro-pneumoenia, after
an iliness of about ten days. Funeral
services were hield at the home Sunday
afternoon al 2:00 o'clock, Rev. J. H.
Wilcox of the Methodist Hpiscopal
church oflicialing,

Roeuben Drink was born April 3,
184, in Huron township, Wayne coun-
Iy, New York, In 1866 he wns united
in marriage to Mary Jane Dickinsou of
New York., In 1868 they came (o
Michigan and seftied upon a furm in
Olive township, where some years haler
Mrs Brink passed away. On July 31,
1895, e was united in marriage to lda
15, Wnight of Olive. In February, 1904,
they moved o Dewilt where they re-
sided nntil two years ago when they
maoved to St Johus,

Hesides his wife, he leaves 1o mourn
their loss, two sisters, Mres, George
Blizzard of Olive and Mrs. Jane lirad-
burn of Rochester, New York; also]
several nieces and nephews. (

Mr. Brink wag a veteran of the Civil
wiar and a mmember of the G, A, R,
having enlisted in Company A. of the
wh New York Heavy Arviillery ind
September, 1861, and served untit the
close of the war. !e took an active
part in the Lattle of Cedar Creek and
gserved under Ceneral Sheridan.

Those whao attended the funeral
from away were: C. .. Brivk of Hari-
ford, Wis.: . Q. Place of Owosso, Mr.
and AMies. Charles Knight and Mr. and
Mlrs, Wi DBehringer of Ann Arbor,
Me, and Mra. Wim. Knight and son,
Lester, of Laingsburg and Mr. and
Mryz. Theodore Neller and sons, Fen-

DECEMBER 271, 1905,

fon and Klion, and Berton Neller of
Laniang,

John H. Brink Did Not Long
Survive Wife

Or Dewitt, Whose Deaths Oucurved
Unly Three Days Apart

Mr. aud Mrs, John H, Brink, awonyg
the most highly respucted ciliwens of
Deowitt townslip, padssd away withiu
the past week their deaths ocenrring
ooy threa days apurt. Mrs. Hrink,
who had been in poor heaith for sowe
time, died Fridsy evening, Dcowmluer
15. Her companion of mors than Yosty
yeurs, who had been ill for nearly two
yeurn, died Mouday wight st eleven
o'elock,

Rachel Dickinseu was born in Shagks-
burgh, Oswega coanty, New York,
Novewbor 18, 1340. She woved 1o Ly-
sander, Guondagin conoty, New York,
when two years of uge and resided thers
until 1857 when she moved to Huron,
New York, where fcr sevorul yours
she tanght schivol.  On March 5, 1300,
Abe wag upited io marrisge o Joho L,
Brink. Mrs. Brink liss been & great
suflerer for weny years with u compli-
cution ot diseusvs Lut bLore her suffer-
ings with patiencs.  She wus uw mem-
ber of the W, H. O, of Dewite, in
which she heid varions oftices, also a
member of Dewits Grange, No. 459,
in which order she was chuplais tor six
Funrs, She was active in the Clinton
Usonty Pionser Society and was chair-
wan of the obitusry cowmwities for
nine years,

Johu H. Brink was bom in Pholps,
Qutario connty, New York, Nuvewber
18, 1840, being jast five duys younser
than his wife. Ho moved to  Horoo,
Wayuo councy, New York, when a
smal hay. {1 M6 he onbistd in Com-
pany F_, 75th New York [nfaotry, aud
served thren years, Mr. wid Mrs, Brink
cawd bo Olive Lownship, in 1888, and
resided on & farm there until two vears
o wheu they purchsssd s heoe in
Dowitt village, Mr. Brink had been
atflictod wicli kidoey disease for seversl
yoars gut wid abla Lo be about his howe
uutil w tow hoors utter bis wife's doath
whon he was msken with a chill aud
failed Tapidly, Mr. Brink was a 1em-
ber of the G. A. R. and had iield mwany
offices 10 that urder.,

o wuy trewsnrer of Dewitt Grango
for njue yesrs and a member of the ex-
veutive commitigo Bt fhe tiwe of lus
desth. Ho was also s wembor of the
Glintoo Uennty Piouesr Sociecy.

Mr. aud Mru. Brink are sarvived by
two soi, Fetton, of Watertown, sad
Georgo, who resides an the old howe-
siead, i Olive, ous dpugbier, Mrs.
Theodors Naller, of Olive, sod six
grandchildren, My, Brink is also sor-
veved by one brother, Reobin Brink.
one gister, Mrg, Goorge Blizzard, of
Olive, nuid vue siwter, bfrs. Juue Brad-
burn, of New York; while Mrs. Brink
is survived by oue brother, 5. Dick-
loson, of Kunsss; two sisters and one
brother io New Yazk state.

Mr. and Mis, Brink wore Leld ju the
highest estecm by ail who kuew them,
Thsy were slways ready to uid the sor-
rowing and afllicted ones whout them
aud their lives wers fillod with good
duads.  No more fittiug tribute can be
puid thew than that they did ail they
eould to tighten the borden of others

Fhs funoral of Mra. Brink was Lold
at tlio Bapgist cliorch in Dewitt village,
Suuday atternoon, Rev. W. A, Simwons
oftivinting. Tle funersl of Mr. Brink
wan habd soduy at 11 o*clock st the Bap-
el bl Liburiennbe were G e
LA RTENTIE ]
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to thlg paper for publeation,

value.

DEWITT THE FIRST PLACE OF
GETTLEMENT IN CLINTON CO.

At the lupt avntul meeting of the
Clinton Coumnty Picncer Socloty a res-
olutlon was ndopted with referacce to
piacing a boulder on the site where
the first settlement was made In Clin-
lon county, the boulder to have the
following worde nn a bronze tablet:
“This houlder merks the location of
‘the first permanent settlement in
[ Clintort  county, Michigan. Capiain
[avid Scoit, the fivat settler, loeated
here 1883.-—Erected by the Clinion
County Pioneer Soclety, 1913.”

George W. Scott and Jerome Dills
of Dewiit and Fred W. Howe of Eagie
wera appoinied s a commitiee (U Jooa
after the work,

It was an honor to Mr. Scoit to he
placed upon that committee and an
honor to the committee that he Le
wmade ity chaltman ng he s the oldost
teneer I Lthe place, having bewn o
rosident slonce 1844, My, Beott hecame
deeply Intervated in the project ut
otice wad began search for the boualder,

One wae finaliy locsted in the town-
ship of Watertown which we bel.eved
to be a good one and | want to assure
you that we were pot long making it n

Why not start a scrsp book, davoted exclusively to Clinton county,
and in & few years you wili possess a volume of much iecal historica)

repident of the village of Dewitr,

Note—Iin thls column The Republican hopes Lo publish articles of his-
torical value relative to Clinton county, Lelleving that the oppoertunity to
secure such information should be improved. To this end The Republican
iordially invites those kunowing historical facts of Intevest to send same

!

Friday, Nov. 4, belug an ldeu] day, we
placed it upon end on a cement found- |

ation wnd arcund it a Lox 42 insches.
aquure and one foot high with u cove

up the coruncrs und aronnd the top edge

.nnd fitted the same with the Lest of
concrete which forins the bLase. !

The stone is ¥5x2¢ inches syuare
and 4% feet long with three |>arl'ac:‘
corners, one befng somewhst deticient.

I arunds 4% feet higher thon the crusa—.

waulk nnd 3% feet ubove the base.
Aty located on the south side of;

-maln sireet cloge to the sidewalk and!

in tront ¢f the post office building,|
und ie alee in front of where the lagl
hotel wus buile 1o 16238 by David Scotk,,
or Captudn Scott, us he was cominenly’
called, ind who was grandfulher of the
chuirmun of your cominittee. 1

in behalf of the committee T desire!
to thnnk onas pnd abl who lent o lelp-!
ing hnsd'in the ercation of the marker,:
and especiully Mr. Otis Hinith, who do-|
vuted the rock and Mr. Chas, W.
Weabl, postinaster, who eonsented 10
its Le'ug wrecled [n front af his place
of DLuslness. Mr. Webb is o great-
great-grundson of Captain Scokl, ‘

Jerome Dills,




A Plonsant Weddlng,

Mirvied, at the howe of the Lride’s
parents in Dewitt, Wedneaday ovoning,
Jupe Wth, 18989, at 830, Lacile, eonly
child of Mr, and Mee, B, B Scott, and
Givorge Gross, of Dewitt.

The coremnny was perforroed by Rev,
Buelland witneased by 150 1 vited guoals.
Mise Morle Mclouth played Mendel
sow's Wodding March, 84 the soand
of the pisno siz youny budivs dressed in
whito uppoarml carrying white ribbon,
and furmed su aisle throogh which the
Liridal party marched in the paclor aad
tonk thair placea before & large mirror
docoratod with water fillice, callus aod
vinos, The bLridesmaids were Kather
Wobb aod (Oilive Gross. The grooma.
meo wore Clifton Heynolds and 'rnk
i ‘Phe hiride wae attired in whife
silk trimmed with Mousselioo Dosvis,
and carsisd cream rosse; the geoom in
the usaal black, The bridesmaids wors
white Bwiss muwll, nod earriod piak rosos,
Aftor congratulutions, youoy lady and
pratlewan waiters served w fvast 11l foe a
king, consisting of choive cakes, oranges,
banasan, dce cream, ofe. The morniog
hvure wore puor belore the lant good
byes wore said.  All prosont  declarsd
thineesnt one of tho most pleasant of
the seagon, Mr. and Mra. ross wore

the recipicots of masy benutiful and
usnsful prosunts
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UNXDER SAD CIRCUMSTANCES

e -

Occured the Death of Miss Alta Scott at
New Orleans.

The pecaliar sad announcement of the
death of Miss Alta Scott, of DeWitt, at
New  Urleans, [a., last week, wos re:
ceived with mueh sorrow and vegrel by
her mauy iriends. Miss Scott wepty to
Luunsing about three years ago wund hes
been & teacher in the fiith grade of The
Walnut vteeet achool. Early last spring
she guffered o severe iflnesa, from which:
she did not recover sufficiently to resuing,
ber senool duties, antilaboutthree wedka!
before the close of the year. She wan &,
wuining her health stowly and on Friday*
morning lust, accompanied Ly her sister,
Miss Tenna Seott,®lelt {or New Orleans.
They intended to spedd oo month at the
seushore before returning to their bome
i this city The deceased was born in
DeWntt, Mavy 26, 1803, iler mother
died when she and her sister were young
and they were brought np by the inte
Mrs. David Beott. Miss Seott taught in
the schiooly of DeWitt for some time
before Ygoirg to Lansing and had re-
eeived anappointoient to the sixthgrade
ol the Walnat street schoo! for the com-
ing year. She was a sweet mannpered
and unessuniong yvoung lady aml was
very popularamony her cirele of friends,

Seotf
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By Faya Hanson

THIS CLIPPING FROM A - 1B91 PAPER WAS LOANED TO US
by Mr, and Mrs, Burl Dieter who llve on a Centen~
nlal Farm at 9920 DeWltt Road,

"On Monday evening, October 5th, seventy

five friends and relatives met at the

home of David Scott to celebrate hls

7hth birthday., He first came to thils

county October 4, 1833, thus beling a

resident of this county for 58 years

and of Michigan for sixty six years.

His father,,Caprain Scott, was the first

ettler In this county, David Scott s iﬁ

a worthy memher of the Masonlec order, a gg
charter member of the grange and stil) :
belongs to the order. Mr, Scott, or

Uncle David as he is commonly called,

was the recipient of a beautiful willow gﬁ
rocker, HMr. G. Pepnell, In btehalf of jﬁ
his frlends, presented the chair with il
some appropriate remarks to whlch Mr,

Scott responded,"
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in the manufuolure of bouts and shoss, which be continued for a perioad
ol i yours, when o sbeadunwd it on wscouut of hie failing heabth. Tl
servicas wers then sought by the pvople as a public rervent in an otficinl
ouproity. 1le wus firsl chowsen township treasarer for one year, after

which he was eleotod to the oflica of justico of the puano in which he was .

ocontinuously chosen from 1870 o the date of bia death. Fle hold the
otfice of superviaor from 1833 to 1BY0, and again in 1842, and olosed his
lust woek in that olfico at the last Jaouary session of the hoard. The
confidence heatowsd in him by his people, in an official capuoity, wus
pover hotrayad.  On the $th day of June, 1856, ke was vrited in war.
ringoe with Miss Elizabeth Martin, daughter of Conrad Martin, desensed,
She wny the firal white child born in the towosbip of Wastphalin,  Tuen
ohildren were born to them, four of whom disd ir infanoy, and one but a
fow moutha since, leaving Bive children and a faithful wife to mourn the
death of this kind husbuod and father,  AMr Petuob wus u life long wom-
bur of the Catholic chureh.

Axonew Ricomonn.—Androw Richmond, an old nnd highly rospeoted
rogident of Viotor township, died at Lis home, Thuorsday, May 31, 1594,
of paralysia,, agoed about 75, In going around ihe barn in which mon
wore enpaged in shearing sheep ho wes suddenty wiricken with paralysis,
and woe found by one of the men lying in a pool of water with life whully
extinet. e was n vative of Irelund and had hoeon u resident of Viotor
upwards of 40 yeurs. A wife, two sons living in Wunsas, o daaghter,
Mrs, Thoodora Curlis -of Vietor, survive him., His funoera] coourred ut
the rove Congrepational ehiuroh on Sunday, June 3, was lurgely attended
by relalives and friende.  Another pioneer of Clinton county huw joinud
the groeat mujority.

Davip Sourr-—A guod man has pone.  The oldest ccutinuous rosi-
dent of Clintun counly is no woeore an earth, With an aoking beart, il
boooumues our task to write these words. ‘'‘Unole™ David Seott, Clintoa
oauuty’s most netod pionsor and ovr lifo loog friend is dead. o wus
horn in Covingten, Wycming ocounty, N. Y., October 5, 1817, and diud
ot Knoxvills, Tenn., from u stroke of paralyeis, on Sanday, Mareh L7,
1895, Heo was well und favorably known throughont Clinton eounty,
huving lived within ita horders 61 yoears, snd in this Htate 0Y yenrs
In 18256 Caplain Scott (a eaptain in the war of 1812, und futher of our
pubject), acccmpanicd by his family, moved from Gensseo oounly, N.
Y., to Ann Arbor, Mich, Aftor remnining there B yewre, apnd in the
spring of 1B33, ha cnme to whal is now known ns DaWitt, Ho was very
mach plowsed with {he situnltion and decided Lo make big future homo
thore, whiob Lo nooordingly did. o the faltowing full he, wills his wifuo
and two gons, David and Charlos, began theit pilgrimage toward thoir
now home, in hig wagons drawa by oxen. 'They took oms horse snd
geventeen hLoud uf eattle with them, aand were weversl duys va the rowd.

Scott
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They forded rivers, drove into swamps, wero cften mired and were obliged
to pitol their tonts whoerever night overtook thom.  When they reanohed
the ond of their jovrney they obinined consent of the Indians to oocoupy
oo of their cabing or Luia ontil they could vreot one of their own.
Thare wore al e Boe threo fumilios of, Indinns Hving an tho banka of e
Lockingplass tiver, where the protty village of DoaWili now stands.  The
aubin asmigned Mr. Scott und family was made of bark, and the interior
furnighings ocongisted wholly of u bunk on either side. Stoves wore a
thing of the future. They were obliged io build o fro in the oenter of
ithe int.  The smoke could go ont through a hole in the roof or stay in
the ruom, whioch it wost frequently did. Buat they soon had s oubin
orectod and moved in,  Their nearest neighbors in thoso days were 40
miles away. Thoy were obliged to go to Ann Arbor for their milling,
blacksmithing and grooories. At ono time, Charles, brother of **Unele”
David, wap lakon sorioualy ill.  David went to Dexter, a digtance of 80
miles on foot for a dootor, who came on. horwebaok, stayed two days, put
a $50 hill in his pooket and returned home. 1n the carly part of their
residence in this county thers wus vo hay hers for fodder for the oaitle,
and troos wero folled to supply this duliciency. The outtle would eat the
loaves and tender twigs. They soon got used to this kind of fare and
the only oall neaded wan the sonnd of the ax.  The pasturs fields in those
duys were quile oxtensive, comprisving ¥aton, Inghaw, Olinton and Shia-
wasges counties, At one time the caltle sirayed sway and were pone
geveral doys.  When found they woro on ilhe grounds now vcoupiod by
the Stute capitol.  Litile did Mr. Seott then think there wouid ever be a
£1,500,000 huilding ersoted thaerson. In 1842 Capt. Soolt ereoted the
lurge hotel now oocupied by 18 Pilbenin, in DeWitt village. ' Unols”
Duvid Scott wasg one’among eleven ohildron, all of whom sre now goune.
He wus n mwember of DeWitt lodge No. 272, Foand A, M., of the O, E,
M. also n olbarter membuar of DeWilt granpe No. 4549, ke had besn mar-
riad twice, In 1840 Le married Miss Altie Pike, who died Japuary 8
1470, loaving two sous, Jumes and Murk, whe now reside in northern
Miohigan. Iia wecond marringe was with Mary Gibaon, May 3, 1871,
nod who died October 31, 1892, Both were splendid helpmosts and
noble women, Iiig {wo pgrunddauphlers, Alice and Lennu Seott, kept
hovge for him uniil fast fall, whan he decided to spend the winler in
noxville, Tenu. He, acoompanied by hia grandduughter, Lenna, went
south in November. Ile enjoyed the mild southern westher and pood
boalth, On Maroh 14 the writor of this eloteh roceived & lotter fram
him, dated Maroh 12. Tt wus written in bis wsun! jully style, and in it he
oxprosfed love snd respoect for his DeWitl friends. 1t wis very sud iudesd
to his many friends to hear of his sudden demise.  Never mworv will we
gor him at our plonecr gathoerings, in whioh be alwuys manifosted so wush
pride and interest. How many times have we ssen him slanding alone

S cott
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when the president of tha Picnesr Soolsty would ssk ab their annual
gutherings how many thora wore prosent who had lived in Clinton county
60 yoars or mora.  (rreat has been Lhs change in Chinlon ocounty sinos
Mr. Soott firet settled here. Ile has sven tho mighty forests give placo to
oultivated fielda, Clomfortable bomes, churohes nud sohoollouses now
stand whero onoe stond the ludian wigwam. [i seemns almoust impossible
for us to honor our pioneer friendy seough whon wa think of the hurd-
ghips they ondured. We, of today, are reaping the fruits of their labosy,
oare and toil. Bul they are fust lewving us.  The silent oity has boeen
steudily growing unlil now it olaime the greater share of the geruine old
pioneers. Thoir hands are folded forever; their lubor is done. But the
record Lhey have left behind them is more durable than any marble monu-
ment that oonld be eveoted to their memory. Mr, Soott haa besn a very
promioont man in this community. He hay held offices of truet of nearly
overy kind in town and county. Yo was always rendy to lend a belping
baond whon needed for his fellowmen. I beoame n memwhar of tha (rst
Universalist ohuroh of DoWitt tuet fall, under the pustorate of Miss O. J,
Cerpenter. Flo was atrong in the faith that there is ona CGiod whose
nature is love, revonled in one Joaus Christ by one holy spirit of gruos,
who will finally restore the whole family of mankind to haoliness and
huppiness.  Just n whort time before his departure for the “‘sunny
sonth,” he told the writer that he folt asanred he should meot with all the
loved onos gone before when the summons came fron the other shore.
We trust his faith has not been in vain, Mus. C. L. Pranox.

6COH
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FORMER LOUAL wuman
DIES IN CALIFORRNIA

Word haa just been received

here of the death Wednesduy, in
Los Angeles, of Mrs. Muary Scott,
q43

Mry. Beott unlil two yearm ago
was a restdent of Laneing, hav-

{ng como Liero with her hdashand, |

Sytvester Seoty, fromm Dewile-wbout

16 years wgo. Sinee the diuth or;

her husbandg in 1913 Mra. Scolr
had  wmuwde  her hogue  with  her
dauphter, Mis. Gedrge Groge.
Mry. Heott Wis  gister of he
late N, HL Winans,
COMe. and Mry, Grose are en-
route to Kichigan with the body
antd wiit arrive here about dMon-
day night. Funergl RITRNLG
menis will bo muwde wfier their
arrfvil.  Interment will be in De-
Witr cemolery.
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A deep gloom settled over the people of DeWitt
and surrounding country last Monday when the sad news
came from Lansing that Mrs, Mary Gibson Scott had gone
to her eternal rest. The subject of this sketch was
born in New York State in 1839. Several years ago

N she came to DeWitt, Mich. She taught school for a

\J number of terms in the Union School building at DeWitt.

g.\\51n 1871 she was united in marriage to David Scott.
She was principal of the DeWitl school for a long time
after her marriage and has taught a number of terms
in adjoining districts. She was a very able instructor
and had a great faculty of imparting knowledge to
others. Ahout two years ago her health failed to such
and extent that she gave up teaching entirely. She
was a great sufferer at times. Hers was 'a complication
of diseases. Last winter she had a severe attack of
la grippe, her life was dispared of. She got better
but was never well again. December 25th she went to
Lansing to visit her sister, Mrs. Bartlett. The next
Sunday night she grew suddenly worse and died Monday
at eleven o'clock a.m., Oct. (should be December) 31,
1869, She was a charter member of DeWitt Grange, her
presence in our order was always warmly welcomed.
Being naturally of a bright disposition she was the
life of any society where ever she was. Whenever she
entered a room the sunshine seemed to follow even if
dark clouds had been there before.

ALY

Truly we can say,

A light has from that counsel gone
A form we loved is still

A place is vacant in the home,
Which never can be filled.

She was a member of the 0. E, S. in DeWitt.

Her remains were brought to her home in DeWitt,
Wednesday, and funeral services were held at 1:00 p.m.,
Rev. Mr. Belas from Lansing officiating. His words
were very fitting for the occasion and full of comfort
to the aching hearts.

Clinton County Pomona Grange met at DeWitt the
day of her funeral, Grange adjourned and in company with
0. E. 5. attended the funeral. The DeWitt School and
teachers attended the funeral in a body, also a large
crowd of neighbors and friends which proved far better
than words in what great esteem she was held by all.
She leaves an aged hushand, two daughters, a sister,
Mrs. Bartlett of Lansing, and a brother at Homer, Mich,
hesides a large circle of other relatived and friends
to mourn her loss. Her brother and sister attended her
funeral. Her remains were laid to rest in the DeWitt
Cemetery. The afflicted family have the sympathy of
the entire community in this their dark hour.

Nonsense




MRS. WEBB DEAD

Was Granddaughter of Mr. Scott,
First Settler in DaWitt.

Eunnice Eliza Webb. whoze maiden .
name was Scott, died in Lansing at .

2 a. m., November 8 She was born
on a farm nbout one niile southwest
of DeWitt and lived there for most
of her life. She was marriced to E.
M. Webb, who paszed away ahout
seven years ago. 'Three children sur-
vive her, Charloas K. Webb, postmast-
er at DeWitt, Frank Webb of Lan-
sing, and Mrs. Floyd Willinms of De-
Witt, Mrs, Webb had been ill since
last May and had been in Lausing
for treatment. She was GR vears old
last July.




Historic DeWitt

By Kenneth Coln

=
The Scott sisters

Histories of DeWitl and s founders, Capt. David sud
Eupiee Scoll, have commonly included informution
regarding the accomplishinents of thew three sons:
Sylvester, David Jr., and Charles. Whul was nol record-
ed and, w fact, has pone larpgely unvescarched, s the
secmingly forgotien members ol the Scotl fumitly.

In 1942, as a project for DeWilt's sesguicentennial,
mysell, and Dorulhiy Scotl, an avid geneulogist and a
direct descendent of David and Bunice Scotl family,
were  with muclh  effort,  correspondesce,  aad o
N of sources albile W picee tugether anup-lo-date
famly instory of the three sons.

We were proud of vor accomplishment bul regretted
thad we were unable Lo glean any record worthy of ment
for the three known duughlers of Dovid wad Kuaice
Scoll. (They are said to have had 1L ehildren o ait)
These daupghlers, Ellen, Sarab (called S5ally), and
Lantira, seemed Lo Bave lved and dicd withoul leaving
any record Kyven wn essiy of DeWilt nud the oot faomi-
iy, wraticn by David Scolt Jr. hoaself i Ue 18905, men-
Liwoed only two of his siuters.

Aller a “strander than fruth” chaace encouater with
o descendent of vue of these sisters, we were soon Lo
rilize thal the abscence of these daughlers roin the car-
ty written record of the Scod tamily and DeWitt was in-
deed a grave Injustice.

AL irst we dectded al their exclusion was due Lo the
fact thal they had ot secompoanied thewr parceats to
Chaten Couuty 0 1833, We assumed thal by the late
YOO, when histortes of the DeWHt area were fieat wril-
len, the famshies had probanly becone disassociated
and that Lhe historians and gencalogisis of the periud
wele utdw e of Lhelr very enislence,

While U is true thuat sone af Cupt. Scotl's daughters
arckoown to have ever llved in the BeWrit area, L is Lthe
next penératwn of the Gnnily o whitch the real mystery
here begins to develop.

Eien Scott, the eldest of the duughters, married
tman named Perry, apparently even belore the Scolt
finily moved Lo Aun Arbor (om New York slate in
125, They ure thought to have lived i the arca acay
omeo, bul their sen, Normup Perry, 1§ believed Lo
huve lved i DeWith. His wife, Alhice Webster, s
speculated to have been the alice who wis o duughter of
Parker Webber, ownér of the DeWikt mills (rom L850 Lo
the late LUbbs. )

Lo 90
A )

Sarah (Sally) Scolt was married in 1527 Lo a prasperus
Washtenaw Connty mbler and farmer, Ruaius Kmght,
She died in June 118, three wonths prior Lo her parests’
departore for Chinton County. She telt o hosband and ol
Jeust three young children: David, Hareted, and Sarah,
Another son, Sylvesier, thed ininfancy.

The yoangest Scoli daughter, Lamira (somethnes
ciatled Ehnlral), did not accompany her parents to Clin-
ton Counly In Seplember 103 Lostead, she chase Lo re-
main at Ann Avbor In the Kndght houschold, to weig g
the raustng of her late sisters children. She eventually
muirried Rufus Knight and together they had two
daughters, Mary and fileeta.

Fufus and Lamilra Knight bought substantial amounts
of property in the DeW:itt area from vartous members of
the Scoti family. Dy Va2, they bad accunndaled close to
200 neres fn Olve and DeWitt Towaships.

David Knight, thwe son of Rulus and Sarah, is knows to
hsve takew up ceslaence on the fovesentioned lund by
il and bas beea placed Ly the DeWEHLL area as arly as
1052 when he was marched to Susan Phiilips of Lagle
Township, and L850, when he became a chancler memboer
of e Clinton County Apgcteubiural and Horvticulturat
Society.

He was regarded among the prosperus and well
respected Larmers of Clintun Couwnty, belng velved
with varlous sccial and pelitical urganizallons. ilis
family retalned o respecled social posion da the DeWily
nred for severad gencralioas, were {riends and contem-
poraries of thelr scotl cousing and were olten mentoned
In compoatonship with the Scolls n the “lLoval
Brevities' of the counly newspaper, Yoet, when it Came
to recordsg the history of Lhe area and of the Scoll
family, {hey were unduly neglected.

A team of avld genealogists 1S currently combiong yel
untapped sources o research the famlly and descen-
dants of David Kpighl, Thewr alm 15 o set the record
stralpht about the “forgotten famity' of Capl. David
and Bunice Scott. So, i you yoursell are a descendent of
the Kndehtl Tamity which long ago lved in the noriheas
corner of Dew it Township, these gencalogists ave look-
g for you,

.



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney {1984)

Henry 0. Scott- Nov. 29, 18890 Clinton County
August 20, 1955 Flint, Mi.
Osgood Funeral Home, August 23, 1955 2:00 p.m.
Rev. C. Harry Moon— Eureka Cenetery



