
1Couple Speaks. Vows in 
1 Ch:u;rch -Ce;remony 

The rnarrl~ge of Mis$ :Mildred 
0

Lei·g, duugh_te~· o! Mr. and Mrs. 
Johl\ Lerg Q! :Puwitt, to f3~Sgt . Lyle 
I. H.psek:ruqa qf Harlingen, Texus, 
aon o~ Mr: and Mr~. lv.1m ;i:to:;e­
,}!:runs of Riley, was soiemnizt:d Wed­
n esday rnornlng, May 5 at St. Jo­
seph cnurc.\l. 1''1·. Lewis M. Dion or­
flcih tcd In. tl\lJ prt)seqci:: o! ubout 

1 lOO $1.l!!St:d 1 , . ,, , . 
"Ave Marla• Jm't,f'•IBecnuse" were 

sung by Mis$ '.!:frwictta Muzzolmt­
fCcompanled by Mrs. Herman Sm!U~ 

,~tt • u~ p,gan. · 
j . TW('.biJd~y\vi1~, gow',i:ft:~ fu,c:: '!lf)llti; 
, sa.Uu,, \F!f! lt\C~,' ))llicje with '"i>,l~h 
noclctlnll, ' u.nd \ fong lllteve.-. ,Wl}k;li 
cume to points over her _-Wl'ists: . The 
full skirt exwnded into r, train, and 
her full-1¢ngth veil of Illusion and 
face fell from u beaded crown. She 
cnrl'icd u bouquet of red roses aud 
'White snupdrugon~. · 

The llrld1:::m1alru; were MJss M11r­
gar,1t BJancht,rd und Mrs1 Rosemary 
Ornk:ovlch o! potro!t. Theil' ct.resses 
were blue t.Lnd lavender chiffon, re­
spectively, · fa:;h loncd with s1vect­
heart neck.line, long sleeves and 
r~at.h,ered skirts. 'l'hoy curried yel­
low roses and &nup~ragops, and 

wore c, flor1111 anangement In their 
hair, which matched their bouquets. , 

Lavern Lcrg of Dewitt, b,·othc1· of 
the bride. and Lloyd H-osekrqn:; o! 
Orccnv1lle, twin brother ot the 
bridegroom were best man and 
groomsmu.n. 'f.l1c . 4~)1en; were Law•· 
rence ¥,..,,·af/lp·, ~Pc\, ·:01,11Jjcl l.,erg of , 

D~~
1
1\~w1u/ the ~~1:v;~~t a 

1

• ~~cdclinl:' 1 
breukl'ust was 11erved the brlctul par1 ·I ty und immediate rcl11tive,i · ut thll 
l)ome of t he: bride's parc11ts. 'l'lrn 
t~ble , \V.i\S centered wltri a lovely ; 
wcddfog ~n~~\ w.ltil.1 ':(t •u,iil.]laLUr~ ,;?1- l 
ctier l:\tC,p;, t~l~d <l.l,s,m·c~ut,n1;. Wen!"(;!{\'~ 
rltid oµt In v ln ll:, bJU(l uml whl~l/,<"'••~ 
· 'l'llo bride ·w~~ i,p:aduuLcd !r(>J)l E\t. 
Mary's hig·h school and for · sorne· 
tlme has been emi)loyect in : the I 

l-'arm Bureau office Jn Lan,;ing. The I 
hrldegroou1 who attended th\: l oc11J ' 
l iig-11 school, w11s inducted Into the 
Army Air forcei; in March, 10,12, nnd 
ls stationed at Harllngcn Army 
Gunnery School, lforllngen, 'l'cl(as. 

1\. rtceptlol) unct ctru1ce · wlll h).e\ 
held nt Olive Orapgc hull 011 Sat­
urdny evening, in their honor. On 
Mny 11, s~sii t. and Mrs. Rosukrans 
will leav~ tor. Tf:Xll.$, where L);i.ey will 
resi(_le. ·: , • _ , _ . _ ., . 



! Dorothy Kuig-ht 
And Lansing· Nian 

Wed March 22nd· 
Miss Dorothy Knight, -daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Miles Knighl of I 
St. Johns, became the bride or Wm. · 
Lloyd Rosecrans of Lansing, ori 
Satm-day, March 22, 1030. · The 

1 

ceremony was performed by Rev. ! 
Plews of the Mt. Hope Methodi.5t 
church. The young couple were 
altencted by Mr. l\nd Mrs. Edwin 
DobSO)l, cousins of t he bl'lde. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rosecrans will re­
:ihle ,',t 1428 Ly~ns avenue; L,msmg. 



]YOUNG COUPLE WED 
I AT CAPITAL CITY ' 

DAJlTUEJ\ F./\TON AND FLOY!) : 
ltOl::i.EllRANS TAK£ VOWS 

ON JlJNE 20TH /9 J J 

t 
The marriag(! of Miss Darthen. 

'A. Eaton , <laughter of Mr. nncl 
Mrs. Burr M . Eu,ton or Olive town­
ship, to F'loyd U. Rosekrans, son of 

I 
Mr. and Mrs. I van Rosekrans or 
Hingha m, took place in Lansing, 

i 'I'ue~dn.y m-0i·nln1£, June 20, al 11 

I 
o'clocl, al the M. E. church wiLh 
Rev. Jolm Vicker:; offic iat111g. Tl1ey 
were ulf.:n ded by Mr. aHd Mrs. 
Glenn Roselm:ms or Grand Rapids. 

1 The bi-Ide w11s_ beco1nlni;ly gown- I 
ed. Jll a ·blu" c luf!on ct.re,;;; n.nd wore 

' o. blue pictur e hat and white 11c- j 
ces;;uries. She ca.n-led it bouquet or. 
yellow roses and bl·ue _delphinium . 
Mrs. Ro.:icknms wore n clress of 
pale green s ilk org11ncly wir.h whit.e 
Hcce,;soties. S he cru-r1ed a bouquuL 
of ycljow ,·oscs. 

M rs. Rosekran s has been tt suc­
cessful school teacher in Clinwn 
county for the past four yea.rs. Mi·. j 
H.ose,krnns IS t:lllploycct by UH: ' 
Scr,r~. Rot:buck Company In Lan- · 
s1J1g·. ArLer ll Lrif) LlirOlll:h t,lw l:l'l.Sl 
ll11•,Y WIii ho "L \lCIHIQ llL 11:W (Jiu•.> 
.:,tr ccl, Lllll~i llg. 

Mr. and IV!rs. Burr En.ton entei·-1 
~auv,d about 150 1·eht Lives and I 
fl 1enus Ht a 1·ecept1011 fo1· tilt: 
J~lt:a~ure o! Mr. and Mrs. Floyd , 
Ho;;u,rnn:; ,tt their home Friday 
eve_1ung-. 'r he brlt!c and gn.)()1n weni 
rectp1e_nts of many lovely tttid us<:-
J ul l{ll Ls. }{etto~llments wt:re serv­
ed. Out-of-Lown {(uesls \n.cltHlcd 
Mr. and Mrs. Loo PhiJ>1:ieny 1rnct 
M r. u11ct Mrs. Kin g 8orvi&.':i or Owo~­
-'>0 lllld Mr. 111,Cl .Mm. 01on1, lwse­
krans of Or~nd Hnpids. 

•I 

I 

' 
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Speak Nuptial 
Vows Sunday 

~.t.N,- !9-<tl> 
Ardith lVlagsig and · 
Lloy<l Rosekrans 
vV ed in Lansing 

Mil>S ArdiLh Magsig. daughter of 
Dan Mag!>ig· of Olive township, be­
came the bride of Llyod L. Rose­

' krnns. son of Ivan Rosekrnus of B,i­
ley township on Sunday, Sept. 8. 
They spoke their vows at two o'clock 

.

1 

before Rev. Thos. Toy at ht,; pnr-
sonnge in Lnnsing. 

· The attcnd1m1.:; were tt1e bride­
groorn·s twin brother, Lyle Ro.se­
kruns, and Miss Arlene Mngs1i; of 
Olive, anct the bride's brother, Arch­
ie Magsig, uncl Doris lfonning of 
Dewitt. The bddesm1.1ids were cou­
sins of llle bride. 

F'ollowiug tile ceremony refresh­
mcnl-8 were served ~he wedding par­
Ly ,tml immecliale fam1lle,; al Ll\e 
home of the bride's aunt 11nd uncle, 

'. Mr. a11d Mrs. Arth1u' Mugsig of 
Olive. Bouquets of seasonnl flowi::rs 
dccorntecl the rooms and a lovt:ly 
wedding cake auornecl the tuble. 

Mrs. Roscrnns is employed by Lile 
County Agricultw·al Conservntlon 
A.ssoeh,Uon, while Mr. n.osernns is 
u well and favornbJy known young ~-
funner. 

, Upon tllcil' return from u trip I 
' tlirougl\ northern Michigan the I 
,coLq->k will res.icte with h is father in 
Rile~. 

\Mr.and Mrs. Rosekrcw.s ·· 

1Honor~d by ~ptj~~I) 
To honor Mr. iu-ilt"" M rs. LToyct1 

Ro::;el.rans, newlyweds. his fothcr, 
Ivan Ro;;ek1·aru; of Riley, emer­
talned ut a rocer>tion at Olive 

, grange htdl Saturctey evening. A boll~ 
' 175 friends und rt:latlves were in IH• 
i,end!tnce. 

'! Ttie tionure~ couple were the re­
cipients of many lovely g1fcs. H,c­
freshrnenls wel'c served. 'l'he briual I 

•
1 
table was adorned by a lovely t ierecl , 
cake. · ' ,. . . . ··, . ' 

· June 30-Born tu S-Sgt. a ud Mrs. 
Ly le Ro,;ekrnns or H a r lin15r.11, T1:i..:1s, 

: a ~on. Llnvld Lyle. Mr:;. Hu~ckrn11s 
! wns formerly lVJ.lldred Lt:r~ or nl!lll' 

Ocwllc. 

ll 



, ~11rpe:1\ io tlHW retiJlC\;l.jVll l~Ql\10ij1 
h:11, ln_g 1tlw y (lun1, i;rrnv10 1 ht!l~ 

[ l,u:; t w1~l\t:~ 1\f\tl 1rn,lJY v4\4~j.,111 
t Ull!J° ll~i:,f ll,l [l1'0SIJHL~, '1'\\llY ,~l,l\ 
, livr, 011 Ll\1.1 f11rn1 i11 HlltiY l~wµ, fEMBER 22, 1923 ~=====~===~~==~ shiu wl1eru t\1..iy Will \10 nt M11)1J 
to the lr rnany r11e11<1,;., 

DAN CUPID BUSY 
IN RILEY TOWNSHIP 

ij06SOW-IRRER WF-PDINO -at~ 
SOCIA1= EY ~r,iT-'ll\O ~t' ~~H 

MAKE MERRY 

Tllf:l qride wµ::i i;:~wuea in whit!/ 
&ilk cnnton i::1·1:>1>1i ~pd Cl\rJ'li\1\ 4 
,i,,J.iowe1" bPr14et qt 1·v.;io~ tflld Ci\l'· 
naliou~. 'l'he 1,room wore a 111111~!1- ' 
tiLriIH!tl !Jlu<, scri;o suit. The 't\c.cor­
alion:i pf the \'ilOl)llj \y(ll'0 YOO' 
t!\~tily unan,;ccL Tl1e uri\l ti ' a i:nhle 
was diacoraled 1\1 J>l~!( a 11tl \vJ1i~~ 
witt1 v1111c fuBCU\h1S 11 r ot.1nl\ Lh\l oqt· 
siile. ft. l.Jo1111Wu1 {11r1c,o •\Jn,1,amou\µl 

\ 11\gl( llllu Wh\lo \ll'l1lu.l culte 1\orµeu 
' ' . I lllo ~.tlll\lll' i)r ·tho l ttµIµ, T\w (.:Oj\· 

TJ1~ matn1H011u1l wiive struck! )111,:i .apd 1Vimtow:1 ur tiw rno111 ! 
Hil,1y wit11 full rorce untl tury. S0 1 weni fc:icuue t1 or ntu\, uuu w)lit~ 
<1uict an(\ slill has b tltc:!1 ll.ie work: Cl'epll l'ill)JOllti., ThA ~µiliu~ o r ~hp I 
pr "Dun Cu11ld'' that on<> w.~11(d l ; ~ilti\l!I' roprn . was d ecorate,L ·111 
t!,tinlc that ·he had turned l? . 11ip ' i;n"ll \J an ,\ whilt> Cl'tl\Hl ribb(llltl, 
Yan Wl~lde" and was sh,l\llllll, llll:1, Thu COilillg µr \he tliuutng ioQtp 
mythical ,deep . . 13qt. love uoes 

1 
¥'1tS decon1\ll,\, ill Ytillow a nd whllll 

w(!rk wpntlers m its ·1uy11tenouij , crcv,c ribllonH. ThH rtUl'u! cup tel' . 
ways. · · 1 1>ioce:o or -llw lapl..i,;, corret1p9111J111g 

1 'l'he tirst vidltr\ wu(I W;ilter \Virh t\Hl 9A14r er1ec:~:; o~ e,.tj1 
Nur(or, y(>llll[{lll:lt IIOll At. ~ryfr. lHt •l }:001~!~ __ ---------­
IV\ nt. l\1ati1t;1~ .r,.i µrt1:r, vtho 'Vil!:l 
marrfod on Sutµru ny, Nov. 10. 011 : 
\\'eclpesduy Nl1v. 1•\, · :ii;1mor Mai··· 

. ten~ or Bengal towu,11ttn, wau 1 
I unitr.d In murdagv w1u1 Dorla 

I Cha11t, yoqugc 9~ · c\uuglltor ot Mr. 
antl Mr ~. ArJ.hut· Cl\iUl l·. lt. $1l8 µI· 

• uo u.u11ounc'ucl t!tal Korndt Coffman 
would bo n111rrlc d i n · u r<J w duyd 
untl givu a "wcd<l iui, d;uw1:1 'rt~qrn­
day, Nov. 22, It 'l\'!erle :jc\ouch. \ 

}Jul l hll hig uodnl bVent or lho 
ijO,l ~lJll IJlll'!IUIIIJU 'l'll\lnllh\Y 1~rtul'• 
UUOll , N\JV, l !i , Whllll , HlduLrd llOH· 
sow, the 011ly son at •l\l r. nud Mj'S', 
Chris. HOliSOW ,Wil3 1mtrrlud l\) 
l•'llll' (lllCO ~ITlll', <lµugl\Ler 'or M r . 

11ntl MrH. ·Alllort lnur, ot Illh,y 
lO\VflHll iP, 'J'hil:l W~l:l fl very )urgo 
nntl vr.elty l.lolll e weduing antl wa:-1 , 
altendeJ by Qver one liuo·<lrild 40d I 
CirLy glietitS. '1'hey w er~ tn.intel,l at , 
lWO o'cloclc, [1, Ill. 1H llle LuLhOrllll : 
parr;ou .. ge by the Ilev. aeo. Mooti· ' 
dug, p,i~tor ot tile HIiey Lntl1ernu I 
church. 'rl\c groom wµa 11ltendett '. 
by 11ulierl Cha11~, . c1))lll'i ri · or1 q rn 
hri,)f.l 1,nd Amp& -Sj.~ytin1i, clq,;J; I 
trte 111I o! \lQU\ contr,11:tll\g p,Ht.lu . ' 
Lula Hurt, i;pql!in ~ / U\p groom' 
1,1H! Dona NeJsou act \J.11 ns \irlpe'11 
maids. Af•tar the 1u 111Tl,MHl ~erp• 
mouy thuy r tituwcd tp tho homo 
or tlrn i;rOOlll'll lllH'ti Hlll wher(I ll 
li1r1,e c r owd w,rn waitt11g for the ir 
rulurn aull u,cy t1liowenJd ,'l\0 J>ar: 
li€0t; wllh rlcu galOl'O. J\llb (I C<i',11· 
gratulatiOll8 llOd a liOChd tlm1c1· a 
Louut\ous dinner wa:3 Sf.:rv iod, 
lutor Ju , the ove11j11g all U1oije 

' '\\' hO w..ire roull oi <lauc'in i;, the old 
llS wE,ll Ui:! the youni;·, Wtillt to 
l\lurlu !J..,ach hotul lllHl li·hOOk tho 
"runlns ll,: too.'• A 111,·go cr o,v.d or 
ypµ111, JlllOpl..i ' g.-eot uc! th1;1lll ll\ltl ' 
tlwn e1qoyti1!, tile : brt1lµl "11arty1s ' 
)1f>Spltaqty. ,·,1'hoa.. whn ~ht llOl 
curo to ll1mce remuinod at tho• 
groom':; l\Olllfl an~! ·<i_l)Bl\t lhll ey,m-1 
\Pl, pl1tylug i;'ill \14.l~ a11;l 'EtnJoy,lc\ tl\O 
w.H~lc roudero(l .,hY ~ I~·'\ .G. A•' .. . OU~ 
wu1·, wl10 turni,; suveral soug:; a 111~ 
11!11,.y';l~ uw.1r \\~l!!•\'~!1\~1,lt t.\1 MOl.<>-'l ' ,;J 

.

1 

the 11ju,"1. l ~ wf1~· In · i1,., · ' ' W!l 
s.rnuJl j1pun1" oC Jhe pl~l\t w~c1j 
,\lie J~li.1:cr_:EI!tll~.' \'\l \!. ll.\l ~\I . r!ci 
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I I • • 
1 Army Pvt. -La Verne J:1. Ros-
' sow, son of Mr ancl Mrs R~Y­
, mond C. Rossow. DeWitt, J'C-1 i ccntly was graduated from lhe'l 
82nd Airborne Divh;lon Jump 

• School .at Foi·t Br.agg, ;N. C . i Rossow re1;eived his parntroop­
er wings artcr cc;,rnpldin.g thre.c 

f 
ee~s of inlensive ground and 
erial training }Vhicl1 incl\lded 
ve · parachute jumps. 
'l'lle 82nd, a Strategic Army 

co~·ps ($T.R!AC) unll, ma1nt1.1,ins 
an immediate r eadiness force 
for airborne deployment to 
any area in the world. 

Rossow entcrct.l ltie Army 
last July and completed basic 
training at Fort Knox, Ky. Tile 
19 ye1tr ol<;i :SQl(iier is ~ 1961 

· graduate ' of DeWitt ·· high 
school. 

!... .. 
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Celebrating 150_years ·;; 

. {-q.1~.?,~11;:::f ~:u~:~~~'.::~~,g-Y;.~,,~en:!~."?i_al; .
1
, 

Plew1tt~f pl~;Y: role \IQ !~~,~•lt, .. ·l\llaple<flap1_d~ :_. L 
'f: : . ·- : - -~'~ -t~ •••.. .-··. - . • . · ; . , """J. • • '. .. . , . • , • • , • r 

I , 

. -,~d.i~~- )~o~~ The;foll~i $~o,,. ,al,k.<-.. ~iili~,tii~ ~lde~t,:~ ,imarriefiii~of23_y~;;:,;·~~aj~! aiid.~~u'a~:·a~~H;t:he ~ve!••J:pi:'their .· Moore·'~f illat vill~e: . ,~. . . '-i,_:·,. ·, ~·t . , ;} 
• · H~family of Clinton Cormty·rolu ~by:: -".'while Liit~er, th~ youngest, was ~ ~ere lad (!f only ·. · first ho.me, they moved.a log cab1q fro¢ Judge_ Pet-. · Lynµtn and Hal'.riet had only one known clifld, 

.CUnt&ii,,Cquni;B,t.torii'cd$ocietymemljerKe1f- _, about ,Hvo 7ears:· .-
0 

· ' • • ,..- : • . ' · : ·-:',: · ' ' µt's farm _to'.-a·_lo;lltion n~ar the;·~ · ~ite._< MiloH.Hewittwhosei-vedinCori'ipanyAofthe23td 
·.Coin: Due :to tlu! length of the llrlicle; it 1uu ls/18C was one of the founders of the DeWitt Bap- . ,. Soon ~r, W)lliam oI)ened a me~hantile ~tore at . Michigan Infantry during the Civil War, arid later 

. '/J«n dioida into two part.. ·Par, one (I#• week , tist Church w~ch was ~rganized i,n 1840. He died~ the si~. and ~an·~~~-lijs pl,ans,'f~r ~e Mure . moved to eastern Michigan. · ·. --:' 
-'deau ',.oith tlu f~mily (Qunderi:, I,aac and ,. ·DeWitt on March 28, ·1846, and.is l_,elieved.tp,.}1ave , : yiUage .• :~r .p~tting the ~1te1,_he .. _began construe- . . · · · • . • •01,: , 

. Pluln Hewitt, with hut~ of their children, · been buried in DeWitt cem.etery as llo'as1ii.s··'widow tion. of !l hotel and in 1854, he succeeded.Edward Deborah Hewitt w~ born about 1818; and :on 
·William, ~ Deborah, and faliny. Part ·, when she died OJ?.~-~0; _1854._ ,,;· ./: ,:( . P!lrrin._a,s \po!itin~te~, · \.:., .,;.: .· : . , ·. .. . . ~~.l, 183_9, w~smame~~Jo~C. Warren.F-0r_a 
two, ,in n,ext.~•• CCN, chronic la the hi.to- . , .The following are individual accounts o(~ch of :, '):'here ~ere many people who und_ouJit!!dly cJ>I~tri-. 0ID;e. ~~r~ved ID the De\V1tt ~a; but no co~~ 

. ,rie,qftheHeumi'Hemainingchildre,i;•El,iz4;-·~ ·the' nine children .. s 0 ' ; • . ,:1.·,,.\.,:,,··,1,· -: •:\<:s. ; • ··bu.too.to thefpunding and initial growth of Maple, · ,reeords::~e,st 1840 ·,have bJen} ~~ted_ regm,diiig 
4,b1YU!C11'i;.Ed~ Simeon,·jind Luther; ':- ·t 1, WillianfA:: Hewitfwas borri ~nNov, 26;·1$11, :· Rapi~~;biit-~~village.owes'i~ founlfuigto th,;vis< -~~::-' · :; ·\ . ·· . . , , .- .· •.· ·. / · . · ; · '.,!, '· 1,, .. --..,• ,; 
,· ,. _ ·: .;• ·-- ... '· ',.. · · , ',,. ,., •. : ,: -' .. .,- , ~,., ·_. andw~milrriedin1830toHaruiahHyatt,aiiitive >• ion ·anu fodustry ofWil,liam l:lewltt; ;,, . . ,; -~ : ··: ~efeperal.~ensus?fl~h~'B.Debe~':V'l":1:-

, · Researclili)g family and 10Ct!l hiiitoi:Y, often rev~: -. . of Orange County, New York, born on March l5, . · Wil~am · and Hann~ liad five children: foseJ)h !I-er, · ~e 33 with~ e!ght-y~-old boy, ruram;~':': 
a!,s 1?!1flY interesting m,d_11p~µe,s ~~en -1813 . .... -' .. :. : ·i' ;: ,, , ,,~ . •,'' ,·,,.,,7·;,: •.i ·, • (mar,p,~~~~A;,~lu~o~p_"°~lia~~,e~~n), . mg_wiil>;~l Hewittm QeW~~-~~t th~ sam_e;.~n­
f~lies ,and_ ,comm~ti~, I:>eW,tt . ,~jl \~pie • · ;·. From bis initial purchase of 40 ~s 'ofg'overii- · ZB:ehapal\ ,.(~~eel ;~ence, ~oyt, an~ had two . . sl½s _al~ lists a Deb4?1"ah, "Wa_rren, ~e 34,, livmg_. , J 
R,a1,>1ds s~.m~y ~ch.ties, m9st o_f whic!t ~ ; ~ inent land, Willi~ would eventu.r~IIY. become one of ~~ry; ran,rue (mam~d ¥.artiJ1,V, 1?rown);Isa,ac · with ~ ; O. ~d -~~ ~He~tt) ~ell~ at,D~~:: , 

. tra,_~ ~ the r.~l>eguuungs of the,_villag~ p{JdaI?le the most prosperous men of the:c,ounfy. Aside from (m!1")ed ~!!l~l)J!. L!ms~ ai;id ,~l!,d. t~o clilldren), . ,Fannr. H!twitt w~ bol'Il on ·~uiy ,11, 1~~- si,i:e, . 
Rapids. m the early 1850's - to th_e He~tt; f~ , . his farm,mg, he_ was among the.first foµr jilsµces of and R~fus. ~~ (~arned J~e.. S!Dlth, ap.d ha4 along with her fathe_r, VfaB a founder of the DeW* 

, whose roots_ go back ~V!!Il further IDt.o, tli~ ~'iiest : the~ce for DeWittTo~ship~ be!nft elected tc.> 'the .two cb_il~n) . . : , . , . . · . . , .. .. . . B!lptist_ Chu~ in 1840. She_wll$ th~ ~t~ew m~~-
-, Y.~ -of ,C~ton. 4111?-o/:.. ,. , . • , ,, ... "" . ,·<· • · office m.• the first tc,iwnship elecl:ioli m -1~7., He , William die_d at a yo~g age _on _Fen.12, 1863. ~ ~ptef{ 1Dto the church f9llqWIDg 1ts fo~al 

. ·,J!i1~5,the~efamJ]yoflsaac_an~Ph~~!lw•· retained the office -for severaCdeeades, both in Harinah,1:em.!'"1~.atMa~l~~p1g~:ap.d,on.Ju!le'2, QrgtµUZation . . '. . · . ·, ·. , .. . 
1tt cam,e ~est, O,!Jt of Stewi:n County! -N;ew: York. . DeWitt and later at Maple Rapids: He also studieii 1~, was ~ll;lT!ed to_ William'~ .;r~unger, brother, On. Feb. 21,. 1841; sh~ W!IS tnan;ied to :Will_iiun 
1!fter com.mg ."up the l~e. to petro1t, tlier con-. Iaw,,llI!der pioneer attorney Joab Baker. . . · S~e.on He;witt._~h! di~ on Nov. 2, ~898, and was Rouse at DeWitt, ".'here they continued to re'side. 
tinued on ioot and by ox team, 1Dland to Oakland · In 1850, William purchased the "Borjt.on ~ouse," buned_ beSJde "'.illiam ID the Sowle cemetery. 'J.'.hey ~e ~e parents of a larg'? family of atleast_ 
Pounty. : , . · . · . · · ,, . · . a small hotel on the northeast comer of Mam an:d Lyman J. -Hewitt. was bom .about 1815,. and was eight children. All of these became orphaned follow-
\ :Here ~e w9me~ remain~ while the·men .went Frariklip Streets iri DeWitt. This Greekreviv:al style marriea on Feb.' 4, 1841, ~ ~et W<J?druff. She ing th,pmtiniely deaths of thefp~Qts: Fanny on 
fin:th~ 1Dto _the wild~ess _ID search of_ favorable. . structure had been built in 1843 ali the pi:ivate 1'¢si- . "'.'as born ~opq820, and 1~ beli~eq ~ have b(len a · Nov. 20, -185,9; and, \'?'~ ·on" April 12, 1860: 
.~a,, on .. !"(hi~ .. to settle. Along ~e Pontiac-G~d . ~ence of J\ldge Hiram Stow:ell (the . co~ty's first s15t:er to Rile)'. J . . ~d Ad~~~?!?- ~ .'\V~, early . : These ~hane~ c~ldren, wE;-t'e l_?oked ~afte,r ~.r, 
Rivcer~li ~ey came.tlirough ti,~ small settl_e~e~t Judge of probate), ~d followmg the Judte's death, cabinet ~_p.er:s and, later mercltiuits of S~ ,Johns Fanny's s1ste_r, Eliza, wh? -m?v!!d ipto th_e ~<?Ilse of 8Pw-DaV1d Scott_ on the Look:ing Glass River m ·had.been converted 1Dto a hotel by Parker Webber, and DeWitt respectively. · •. . .. 1.. . .: ·. .,. • househ~ld with her ·own "Children, Some of· the 

-~Witt. Apparentlyimpresred with thelands_ab!>ut ~e fonner miller for the Waterloo Join~Stock Co., , Lyman owned aii ~acre ?,"Bet iifland in section · orphans w~ known,· to ~ave ~n sent at time~ to ~ 
te settlemen~, Isaac purchas~d ~earby land m sec- at Wacousta, . . 31 of DeWitt Township ·as early__ as 1839; but was · Maple Rapids to 11tay with family members there. · C) 

, _1,tiO!?- ,~? and ¥s eldest son, ~ 1lli11I1;1, PW:chased 40 Willi~ did~ good business. with his hotel and · him;relf a ~enter by tz-ade; The ~est menti~.n . Th~ known Rouse c~il~e~dnclu_de: E)iza.J~e C 
~~es ?t' govern~ent land m • section eigh~. · other business 1Dterests, especially catering to t,he of his occupation comes from the DeWitt Township. bnarned a Naracon), William Henry (mai:ne~ \J\ 

Dunng ~e Wlll~r of 1835-31?, th! ~ewitt 1!1en l)i'ofessional tr!lde who required,lodging ~uring the minut;e books ~ 1842, w~ere ~tis recorde_d that ~e Helen Dunh~), Car?line, Helen and Ellen (tWU)-S)~ (1> 
began cJeanni t.!ieir lands and bwlding cabins. peak seasons when DeWitt swelled with people .was hire4 to bwld a public anunal pound ID-the.vii- Albert, Hattie (mamed G.W. _Randell), an~: M.1¥Y 
They ~°.°!1 returned·ui Oak18!1d Coun1)'. 8!'dbroug~t attending county court or other county business. !age for the containment of stray livestock. Upon . Jane. · · · 
the· 'Y'aiting women and children to Jom them m But William apparently had his sights sethigher. inspection, it was noted to be •completed as speci-
De Witt. , . , . He located an area in Essex Township which he felt fied with good padlock and hasp.~ · 

. Isaac. and Phebe Hewitt are kn?wn to have had offered great advantages for a town. He purchased By 1850, Lyman had. moved his family to De Witt 
nme ?h1ldr~n who. grew to matunty. Of these, all the land from Solomon Moss, and on Feb. 20; 1852, village where he ·opened a carpenter's_ shop on the 
were born m Prattsb~rg, Steuben County, _New after selling his interests in DeWitt, he moved his south side of the river. Here the record of Lyman 
York, and all came with the parents to Clmton family to the site on the Maple River at the rapids. vanishes. He died during the latter half of the 
County during that winter. At the time of the move, He and his four sons began at once t.o construct a 1850's, for by 1860, Harriet was married t.o Daniel 

Note: A special thanlu io Virginia J. Watter• 
s1>n . of Carland, Calif., (a great-great• 
granddaughter of William and Hannah Hew­
itt) for submitting much of this genealogical 
information to the Clinton County Historical 
Society Archives. · 



) ) ) 

f ea·tii'res Clinton County News 224-2361: 

CrilebratlniJ 150 yeafS . . . . 

Clinton. County Sesquicentennial I 

Edit1Jr-'r..fvj,te: The foUo~ing ·history,°-Of the 
Hewitt family of Clinton Coqnty was writtf!n by 
Clinton County Historfutil Sdciety member ]fen 
Coin. Due (o . the length of the prticle, . it _ha.II 
been divided into two parl•. P.art on~ pub­
lished in the Clinton Coun·ty News on: April 11, 
dealt with the (amily ·"rouiule-,.,, . Isaac and . 
Phebe Hewit~ and histo'riea of their children, 
William, Lyman, Deborah; qnd Fanny. Part . 
two, in this week'• CCN, chronicle, the hilto­
l"U1• of the Hewitt's ,:emaining children, Eliza, 
Abraham,· ~dmund, Simeon, a~ Luther .. 

PBrt: two . o.f the Hewitt family saga l 
become a wealthy land owner in Essex Township). -Simeon purchased his parent's old homestead inj 
Rowland's wife was the former Ruth Bissell (his sec: DeWitt Township. In the late 1850's, he bought a~ 

moving into th!! household of her late sister, Fanny 

Eliza Hewitt was born in Aug., 1824. Her first 
marriage was to George 0. Wells of DeWitt on Dec. 
16, 1841. 

DeWitt in the 1 &,iO's became somewhat renowned 
for its large concentration of shoemakers and 
George Wells was among the earliest. The location 
of his shop(s) has not been pinpointed but early let­
ters from the period mention him as working for a 
time with master bootmaker Andrew J. Bement 
(progenatorofthe St. Johns Bements) at his shop on 
East Main Street, and also for Nelson Alport in "the 
hole," a large factory which operated out of the cellar 
of the Clinton House hotel. 

George and Eliza were also the county jailers for a 
time, living at the county jailho·use on East 
Washington Street. This was probably more ofajob 
for Eliza than for George. During these early years 
the main function of ajailor was to feed and possibly 
launder for the prisoners whose cells were located in 
the basement of the jailhouse. 

George died at age 38, on March 6, 1855, and 
Eliza remained in De Witt several years, eventually 

Rouse. 
In the early 1860's Eliza moved her family to 

Maple Rapids and was married there on Nov. 24, 
1864, ~ David Goss. She resided in Maple R,apids 
for many years, eventually owning the home of her 
younger brother, Simeon, following his death. She 
died at the home of her granddaughter, Mrs. 
Eugene Brya in Olive Township. 

Eliza is re.corded as having eight children, but 
many of these died young and only two survived her 
at the time of her death on July 27, 1906. She was 
also the · last surviving child .of Isaac and Phebe 
Hewitt. 

Abraham ("Abel") Hewitt was born about 1826 
and was married in DeWittonJan.1, 1849, to Jane 
E. Gunderman. 

His death in the early 1850's cuts short his pion­
eer history in tlie county. 

Jane, in 1854, married widower Jonathan Pear­
sall, an organizer and early driving force of the 
DeWitt Baptist Church. The _ Pearsall homestead 
included a large tract oflarid south of DeWitt along 
the east side of "Turner's Road." 

After Jonathan's death in 1868, Jane remained in 
the DeWitt area, and, although no record of her 
death has been located, she remained an active 
member of the Baptist church until the 1870's. 

Abel and Jane had two sons, Edward and George, 
both of whom remained in the DeWitt area. 

Edmwid Hewitt was born Dec. 15, 1828, and 
was married in DeWitt on Dec. 17, 1852, to Julia 
Bissell. 

Just prior to his marriage, Edmund lived with the 
family ofRowland S. VanScoy (VanScoy would later 

ond wife was her sister), and it is believed that there . sawmill in DeWitt which he then operateq until the' 
was probably a connection between the wives of · outbreak ·of the Civil War. 1. 
VanScoy and Julia Bissell Hewitt. In 1861, he enlisted in the regiment known as thej 

Julia died shortly after .their marriage and on "Lancers• and served until his discharge_. j 
Aug.12, 1860, Edmund married Mary A. Collins (a Simeon was married a second time,.June 2, 1864, j 
daughter. of James and Margaret Collins?). at Linden, Mich., -to Hannah (Hyatt) Hewitt, the• 

At the ou~reak of the Civil War, Edmund widow of the eldest brother William. He moved toJ 
enlisted in Co. E, 3rd Michigan Cavalry, and saw Maple Rapids where he opened a fu111iture store in :. 
action throughout the war until his discharge in 1869. To this business he added an undertaking~ 
1866. establishment, both of which he continued to the; 

Afterwards, he retumed to his farm at DeWitt time of his death. ·He sustained a substantial Joss ~ 
~d remained _on section 17, the remainder 9f his from the devastating Maple Rapids fire of 1885, butj 
life: ~und died on Aug. 21, ~905, and Mary, sur- · through persistance, was able to eventually rebuild:: 
_Vlvmg him for several years, died Dec. 2, (1920?), at" his business. ., 
Rochester, Mich., where she had lived for several Soon after his removal to Maple Rapids he joined ; 
years. . . the Methodist Episcopal church and was on the ~ 

Only two children suTVJved Edmund _and Mary, building committee for the structure built in 1868. :: 
Joh_n, and M&rlfaret (Mrs. ~harles Gnffey). Besides a strong devotion to his church, he held~ 

Suneo~ Hewitt "."as born m June of 1831, and memberships in the Maple Rapids Masonic Lodge,~ 
was ma_med o~ Apnl 10, 1855, to Sarah J. Warren Order of the Eastem Star, Grand Army of the:: 
at DeWitt. She1s thought to have been adaughterof Republic, and was a charter member of the Ancient:-
Lyman and Betsey Warren (Lyman was an early Order of United Workmen. ·: 
master carpenter at DeWitt). · · Simeon died at his home in Maple Rapids April;. 

Both Simeon and Sarah joined the DeWitt Bap- 10 1902. · ' ~ 
tist 9hurch ~hortly before their marria~e. They Luther Hewitt, the youngest child of Isaac and ;; 
rema1.ned ac~ve members only a. short ti_me and Phebe Hewitt, died at the young age of 22 years, on:. 
were er~sed from t~e membership rolls m 185?, May 28, 1855, and was buried beside his parents in:: 

Sarah s fate remains unclear. In 1860, she 1s the DeWitt cemetery. •· 
listed on the federal census as living in the house- . . . . :: 
hold of Lyman and Betsey Warren, and in June of Note: A special thanks _to Virgzma J. Watter-:: 
that year she was received back into the church son of Carland, (!a_lif., (a great-great-.: 
where she remained on the membership rolls as late granddaughter of William and Hannah Hew-:. 
as 1870. itt) for submitting much of this genealogical-: 

Shortly after the death of his mother in 1854, 
information to the Clinton County Historical• 
Society Archives. ·• 

'd~c,o~ 



PiiCe,}lQ:iell 
Agnes M. Ro:t.ell anct Allie Price, 

both of St. Johns, were united in , ·· ·­
marrj.age by Rev. Ostn:mctex- at hi:i , /Y ~ '(,, 
home In Lansing Sunday Oct. 28, I 
1828. They were attended by Mis:; 
Lucile Price l\lid Ralph Shoemaker 
of $t. Joho.s. They will reside on 

w.5:I.i~~J~~ ~tl;u~~~~~e~:~:~~~~1_1_e, 

I\ 
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Robison·· · · · : . .:.· 0 '· ;::.. . • . • ·-- .• • • ~ • • 

0 
:i o . ... _ . Jo. . .. ----~---=;;~'-- .. . _ ·-·- - .,~-.=,ii-.,:;,.,. Gail Dhanwal ._._. -. .- . _ , . . _ .",,. .. Mar.,aret Stacks . · -

I -.,, -- " "' ,. "' " .• ,, -"'c."_,, !:t) --~-:: ,-... ,:.~;;;.~, . . .. :>;:,;: \ ;; . - • :/' , \ : ,-< . -~ '.:_ --t":-,· .. 

~ 5 Jt.ienas; j:omp¢tifqfi.~Grash -Victims 'r,_ 
.. - - . -_ .., :. ·- ·/ ., ; ..... ~ .. ~..: ~ .. -::.~ ::-- ' ·• - ::"..:'.:._::.-":. ~. ~-~ .;.. ~~~t ~· ·:"."- '"'.. ~ !.!':;.:i- ,.•, ,·,.... .• ~ 

-:,.. :~Y JAME? A: _HARRIS · ', ·, _ former .Michigan State -':1niversity , rier parents,,Mr. an? Mr,;. _Rober~ P.la tt . . the passenge~ .aboard· "Flight 191 
·· ' . · --Statt'Wmer -· • Engltsh mstrucrpr, -opened the store of Sacramento, Ca!tf., aT.o two sisters, soored some kind of -- mterest in .the 
. _,;_ · ·. .· . _ . two and a half years ago. He is sur- ' Karen Piatt of San Diq:v, Calif.,.and publication industrj. Many we·re bound 

Up until 3:03 j:;.m. Friday; ·May 25, vived by his wife, 'M.adra, .and his_S; __ MarilYI} Porter of _Osl<almsa, Iowa .. .::. ___ . ior the same .convention as ·.the: five 
the fi~ Lansing area residents aboard year-old son, Benjamin. . . · ~ · _fr.om t:he Lansing area. 
American . Airlines Flight i9i 'we're · - , - Gail Dhariwal, ~. 593 Virgi.nja ' BESIDES BEING oa;;:unon victims · ~~ '·· 
friends arid ~om.petitors in a ·common · -A venue, Eas1 Lansing. Mrs. bhariwal, ~,ot · a IT'.ind-boggling ,t;~y;·rnany cpf • . · .. ·: "·;;:'. ;Y .. C~clud_~?n_pa~:~ A-! . 

· vocation. ·"' · , married to Cyrus·Miller, ~ras an em- · · · :_ .: -- ·· ,,· · ·• - ·• - · 
_ - . In the.end, ::hat vo:::ati_cn - _ and their - ploy~e o! focundry's Book S~ore. They' ' 

. 10ve of 'books - tirought t.'.em together had no cmldren. · · ,-- -· 
.to_ ~hare the trngic fate .of 266 other _ ·- Margaret (Peggy) Stacks, 26, 650 
µ~e~ers abo_ard the doomea DC-IO Wayland A.venue,s£ast : Lansing. She 
which _plummeted 2,00) feet' to the ·. was a man.ager at Jocundry'.s Books.' ' 
gro;;r.d o::-,ly minute~ after takeoff from Ms. Stacks, only daughter of Frederick -' 
Chicag;o:s :O'Hare lnterr..ationa! ,Air- · a1!d Margaret -Stacks -of Okemos, -ts -­
port. . survjved by her parents and orothersJ 
• AH five .were bound for Los·Angeles' · Da\f.d,-Frederick, and Donald. · · 
Convention -Center .for tne Saturday ' , :~ Douglas Ruble, 29, '307 West-Madi-·. 
-openin_g cjf the 'American Booksellers --son cAvenue, DeWitt .Township. Rubie ~ 
Association's 

1
annual four-day trade was chief book buyer for Suits News 

shoy,, a nd convention. · where qe had worked since graduating 
.. ·. ·-~ _ .-·,· .. fr.om DeWitt High School in 1967. He ·: 

THREE OF the five· were employ- ,was graduated from MSU in 1971. He is ·: 
ees oi)ocundty'·i;"Boo1<s·0 tr1 ·East ·L-an- survived by-his Wife, .Je..'1ny, and four 
sing . ,.. ~ ·,· - • ,,. -,~ -"" -. ~ · · -· , ·a~. ·chihiren Doug -s· Laura 4 · Barbar-a .

7 

The",other two were .emp1oyed .:"by "3;· and S~lly, l. ' ' · ' ; ··: .. ' · 
SuiJs News<::ompany in 1.ansing. _;. - · Marcia -. E . Platt, ·26, of 1438 

· .::_ .'A1! are now -<lead - ,·the.aftermath of 'Haslett-Road, .East .Lansing. 'She was. 
_ ... ~e. worst a.i_r_,disa_s,~r;~ ,!J..S. ·-av.iacion · assist~nt book buyer for Suits N.e'1s · 

n1st0-ry. •" · • -··,;. ·· .:...,.-~ Company where she had worked smce ' 
They are : -'- John Robison, 40, 327 :1970. ,She is a graduate ot East Lansing 

University. Drive, East Lansing. ·Robi'. ·High School and-MSU where she stud- · ,. :;. . ;., .. . _ 
son, &wTier -of Joc\.mdry's· Books .and ied English. Ms. Platt is sunrived by · -.... Marcta .E. Pian 

~· ,·= f;~~;:·:5~ _;:.c:.·i;·;::cil.ii,~,:;.)J ....... ; cc _- ...... ·:-.' "" "' .;::..· ••• " 
•,.._•.;,. ........ ,;;:_._ 

Dougl;s Ruble 



C~lu~~~ tr~ pflge ~ -· wh.o was de~crlbed as nqt having "an f 
· . , , . • enemy in the world.;' ·;i . · · 

.. . , . . , . . , ' , .. , . "We 'all ' held the ho~ that Doug 
, Bulletms on the airplane crash tra- hadn't gotten nn the plane •: said 
v~led 'quic~y over the e!flCtrQni~ in~ · Ruble's; brother, Charles. . '. , J 
,d1a late J:nday afternoot~. . . 1 ~ ''We all •waited ... but 'the longer Wf 
· Acquamtances of th~-hve dead S?-Y ~eld oµt Qf,'l>l:!, .tl:ie )"Q(~ it got" thf 
they • were overcome with dread t~e , ~id. 1 ,.r ., ,, · , . ,1 : 1

• , = .' ,,, · 

moment they :hean,l · t~e news 111at a., ' '~We're very shacked '~ it's some 
Chicago to ' tos Angel~?S Jhght-- had · thing that comes and , we just don'l 
cra~hed, _a!though ' confmnauon . of want to accept i\, but reality carne 
th~tr susp1cwns ~hat any of the !1ve with a!I Ute conflnnations that he was 
might have b~n ~n the pl~ne \"~sr:i t ~o one of the dead and we've just got to 

1 come from Arm1ncaf1 Atrhne~ until stx · $'ive u~~lt believin~," he said. , 1 • .: 

~ours late,r th~t day. · , · · 1 

'· "J»EOPl~E AT thC. sto~e Called me tO 
: f'RIENDS,. REtATIVES, and co- $<1Y there was a crash ... at that time, no 
worker:, of the Lansing victim1, wer~ one ~new thq fli&ht llUIP~:r,'' said Mrs'. 
uniform in their descriptions of the five Rob1s011.- . . , • l , • , 
dead as people with an inten:,e literary 1 · "But t~el'! on tht: · radiQ, i' heard it 
bent, artistically inclined, and excep- M is an LA. fli11ht that crasllC!d, and 
t.lo111:1lly h'1tull1g1,11\l. Lhul'$ When ( tilurn:d gottlr1g worrb~." 

Ms. Platt's sister, ~aren, was dtiv- st,e siiiq. . . 
ing from San Diego, site of the ·second . "I jl)st don't know what to say," she 
worst pisasrer in ayiation history only said , of the connrmations of her 
eight rponths ago, ~o L.A. Friday after- . husb{tnd's , death late ,Friday night. 
noon to meet her s1::,ter when she heard '1lt's a tr11pe<ly:,•f~r~\! {ipe _eEmple hf ve 

~~ews of the crash on her car ract10. . , been 1.ost. ' 
1 

: . , i.\ . • 1 1 , · 
She returned im111ediately 10 San Di- · . · · 

·ego to call her fattier an(j inforin him "HE1LL REALLY be missed in 
· of the news: ) , · ~; ; ·'i .: . . , , .,, East Lansing -..:.. he. had a . tremeri! : 

· ; · : , · ' dous sense of commumty;" said neigh-·. 
/'THE OFFICii\L notification didn't' ' bor Tor1 Husband of Robi&en. whose 

, come until about !l p.m. your time," bookstore was, known not just as a : 
·: said the senior Platt in a telephone bookstore ,but as a gatl)e. ring pl~ce for j! 

~ convf)rsation between Lansing and " artists, writers and entertpiners. 
•: Sacramento. ' , t · " lle'd invite ()Of,ts in to do r~adings 
, . "lt's a terrible shock ... one of those. ,_or whatever a,nd break op<!n a. casi;, of 
1 things that just doesn't happen to YO\.! . champagne," said Huslll;\nd, top aicl~ to 
t 1or your family:' he i;ai(l, his voice 1){t Hou~e '. Speaker Bobby 'Crim.'~A,t hi~ 

'ginning to waver . . •_:;. 's . ' . . house. !OO,. he sociali~ with Writers 
"She was a l very c reat ive and arusrn. He was a literary intellec-

person ... she. was just beginning to take tu al. · . , 
. · he~ graduate courses in creative writ- .. .''He may ~~v~ t~ien physicqlly big 

in~ at Michigan State University," he with a gruff voice, but.he was the kind­
sa1d. ''We had j4st seen her a couple of est man I ever knew," Husband added. 
months ago, · . · ., , ' · . · "He wa.s t

1
otally_ without guile." 

. 
1

, "We kept in pretty close contact -- · · . . 
.we were pretty close, we were pretty ROBIS~N WAS aJS() acnve 111 .~he 
, close ... : • he continued in ·a whisper amnesty 1nt~maL1opal movement .. ( he 

.. veiled by \'fluted weepini~- 1 abhorred 1111ust1ce of any kmd, Hus-
. · · · · band said) and also served on the com-

; DOUGLAS RU8f,E was a promising m~rcial cqmmil_tee, an a?visory com- ]· 
young executive at Suits News Co. and m1ttee . to_ the East Lansing Plannmg 

· w"s representing the firm; aJong with Commtsmon. Th~r~ his colleagues, re-
Ms. Platt, at the convention. ·, ' , gar~ed hu_n as a v1~1onary,, whose fa-

He had risen 1:hrough . the . rapks to vome pro1ect w~s to some day have a 
' assume the position of liter;ttum pur- larg~ greerlhouse space 11,1 downtown 
. chasing agent, second in importance E~st ~.ansmg. . 1 
only to the company'li presidtnt arid Gail r Dharlw!ll h

1
ad oeen a w_1fe for 

owner, Alan Suit~. · oJily a yejir.. . . 
·• · ' 'When we heard about the crash we , She wa~ interested ,n literature ~nd 

called immediately to find (!Ut H th:lt the arts all her Hf e: ' ' · ' .· ' 
was the flight . they were booked on," ner nus~nd, Cyrus, was unava1\a­
Suits said Sarurday, "We 11idn't. know pie t~~ <:ommer1t, but hm· brother-If\-

. until 10 p.m. that they had actually got- . law, , torn l'ylll!er, spo~e well of Mrs. 
1 · tenon the plane. ' · ' · Dhar1~al. . , , . 
r "Doug is known 'in the book publish- 1 . ., ·" . 
. ing industry for his k.nowledpe of "SHE WAS JUST a good person, an 
: books," Suits ~id. :·( , ,. ' nrtis! ,,., she _was heavily uwol~\:d \n 
\ '1lt is a big shock \o Ol.\r com~ny , the h?,s~ uu\~tn$ art ~Ql)1rnun1ty~ ;,a1(l 
: because they were . tlw top executives 'Mtllei · -
; at S1..1its News ... they were both very . ''We hear_d about the ,~rash a c1!~1ple 

.. popular, very talented and capable hou~ after It h1:1ppened,_ · he sa1(1. Ev, 

. 1 young p~1ple,''. ne Sflid .. "It i~ a major; .. ~rybody was apprehensive, beca,use w~ 
loss to us, to their t11m fltes, and the en- knell\' ,she was htacled f~r L.A. ,; . 

_! tire QOOk industry. : ',•: . . ,, .... . ; · -ii'11t ~ terqble, · lie 5t11q. ·I ; , , 
· Another Michigan victim · was . Mi· ' 

ANOTHER FRIEND said that Suits chael Mlsna, '47,' Bellevue, manager of 1 spe~t four or five hours Friday night University Microfilms of Ann Arbor ,. 
. s1tt1pg by and trying to comfort the and a president or the Van Buren: 
' your1g Wi<l()Vy oJ, t~e • PWular R~bl~, Township ~chqol b~rd . . · l , 
----"-----L-->! t)~ ..... 1,..:..i.,,;,. ~'L..---~r..:'i1.......11-.1J_~£...1:.4--J :), , '•'1.L· -1 ~ d 
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.TOTIN JtUit 

DeWitt .Man 
Killed in 
Viet War 

OrWl'l"l'- A. 20-yi•ar-<Jlrl D<:Wllt 
solrlicr lt:-is hecn ·killc-d in a<'f.ion 
in South Vietnam. 

'fh11 vicli111 was Spec. 4 :iohn 
Rui;,;, son o! Mr. and Mrs. Do­
mingo T. Jl1;iz of 11400 U.S. 27. 

A lclrgram from the Defense 1 

D<'partment. 1·cporled he was 
woundcrl fat::illy Mon<l~1 y hy frag­
ment s from a booby trnp while 
returning froin a night patrol lo 
his unit in lhe 18th Infantry J)ivi-
sion. · 

. Spec. 4 Huiz, a lifelong· ·,·esi­
. dent or th.is ,arN1. was a l9fi5 
. gb-uli1ale or DeWitt l!igh School 
1• and cmploye-d by Oldsmohik b•)· 
. fore cnlerin~ the Army in Oclo-' 

ber. . 
-rn addit:ioh t0 his p,frcnts. he. is 

; survived by Lht·cr broll1ers, .fu-
1 llan of Owosso, Clio or Lansing 
. and .Jesse hf DcWill.; four si:;­
. l.ers. Frances, Vi1!ky. Su~ie ;ind 
· Marie, a ll at. home and a gr.1ml-

111othet', Mrs. Susann/1 Frnnko of 
Lt-lnsing. 

ThP body will he rct11rnnrl 10 
Vincm1f-Rti1hti1rll f'tJ11eraJ Home 
here. 
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J\.tJts. RORER11 tE·w1s :rr1v~~ns ' '· 

i Miss Debrah Marie Rum.mell \ 
: Bride of Robert L~wis Myers .· 
I . Miss Debi·ah Muril1. rt.um- Greg Marlin, cousin of the j 
: men, daughter of M1:. Hnd Mrs. l)riqe, w<1s l'ingb(H.irc~·. t·· · 
· Lee R. Humniell of DeWitt A chul'<;h, p.1r1!>1: n:cep~ . 11 

1 
'"

11nwcn .. t)lH TI)!ll'l ' l'H!e. .• 
1 ( became the brJcle of fiobert J "'fL"<.i;. ;,i.,~ .... := rr.nt~...,:l,-· 

. Lewis .Myers s'nturday ' eve. ' 
1 nin~ fa a ceremony at Valley • 
! Farms Bapti~t Cj1urc:h. I 
:• · The ppic \vii) Jive in Lan-

iitng. ·I J 
Mr. and Mrs. H.alph L. My-

) ers, 4921 Starr Ave., are par- J 
: (!l}ts of t~e bride~rooin. 

The new Mrs. Myers sc­
lecled a w e d d i n g gown of 
Chantilly lace styled Wilh lonr; i 

,. sleeves · «nd a tiercc! ~klrt. f 
Mrs. Asa · A. Bigelow of Wil-

1 }i<1mston wore a ' floor-lcnglh /' 
',•Enwire gown of darlc blue as · 1
,
1
1uatr.on of nonorJ Hridc•!>maids : 
Jn pale 'l.1Juri gowns were· Miss . 
•~jandra Hummell, sister of the 
'fide, and Mrs. Mich,wl Rvl.J- : 

111.s, i;istcr of the br-idcg-room, 
'f.ei! Muldei· w.a~ his cousids 
·t mqn and Ut;her~ were 
'1nrd numnrnll, tJ1e hridcs 
'1, and Jon Dodge, unde ·, 
e bridegroom. Michael 
ts, b1·other-iu-law of tnc 
toom, and Asa A.. · 
i.servect as grnom;:;m~n. 
q~,Ji11dt1 TIIIJIIJ)lcilJ WHI◄ 
t rw 11cr ~ii;ter ,u1d 

4 ~,--- - ·~ l•~ ~t~l'"tl~rf11.J::1_ • 



Thur~day, July 16, 1964 

Asks GOP Nornination 

.for County Coroner 
Lee R. Rurnmell, 40, DeWitt 

funeral director, wlll be ~ can­
didate for one of the two Clln­
ton County Coroner nomlnallons 
at t he Republican primary on 
Sept. 1. 

Rummell is a native of Clinton 
County, born in St. Johns and a 
son of Lloyd F. and Adah Mosher 
Rummell. He graduated from the 
Ovid High School and attended , 
MS U before entering military 
service in 1943. He served with 
the US Army tn North Africa , 
Illily and In the F'ar Eastern thea­
ter. 

* * 
HE ATTENDED the Cincinnati 

College of E mbalming .tnd Ap­
plied Sciences and received !)Is 
mortuary science license in 1950. 
He was associated with the Baird 
Funeral Home in Lapeer for six 
yeai·s and was co-manager of the 
Worll1ingto11 Funeral llorne at 
Brooklyn for six years before 
purchasing the former Vincent 
Furneral llome at DeWitt in 1961. 

Hummell ~s a member of the 
Michigan Funeral Directors As ­
soc lalio11, DeWitt L ions Club, 
treasurer of lite DeWitt Memori-

LEE n. RUMMELL 

al Association and a committee­
man for the Boy Seoul troop in 
DeWitt. He is affiliated with lite 
Balh American Legion post, the 
De Will Masonic Lodge aud the 
Brooklyn IOOF. 

He and his wife, Delores, have 
four children- Debr.,h Hi, San­
dra 14, Roger 10 and Oellnda 5. 



THE LAPHAM FARM on the east side of DeWitt Road between Lehman and Alward roads, 1908. Pictured 
(I. tor.) are Mildred (Lapham) Miller, John F. Miller, Bouser (seated) Virginia (Huot) Lapham, Gilbert Lapham 
and James Lapham. The house was built on lands which Virginia Lapham inherited from her step-father, John 
P. Russell. Photo courtesy of Dianna (Miller) Haggerty with idenlifications supplied by Merle (Lapham) Klaver. 

·Alward Road cemetery was 
··moved· near-turn of· century 

·By KEN COIN and Marie (Hout) Lonier. A curious fact 
about the latter two is that the same 

You'll remember last ' time we· were at death date, April 30, 1866 is given for 
the Alward Cemetery and I asked Earl both. A check of the county newspaper of 

. Miller what happened to the cemetery that week gives a small mention that an 
which used to be on -the west side of outbreak of smallpox had been reported 
DeWitt road, directly across from .the from DeWitt. Additionally, it might be 
Alward cemetery. · noted that the name here is spelled HOUT 

His answer was simple: "They dug it up instead of the usual HUOT . 
. and moved it.• Then he elaborated: There was one additionai tombstone 

He couldn't remember the year but knew which now reposes in a brush pile along 
he was a young teenager (and he was bom the fence row of the Alward cemetery. It 

.. , in 1896); he was staying with his grand- matches one of the stones moved to DeWitt 
·, : mother, Virginia Lapham, (at the house . but unfortunantly the top portion, including 

pictured · above) while his grandfather and · . the name, is broke off and missing. The 
some other local men were up in the north · date is still legible, "July 17, 1862", along 

\ woods hunting. • . . · with a verse: 
Now, across the road and httle north What glorious peace I MW enjoy 

was the farm of Virginia's brother John Free from pain and earth's alloy 
.. Huot and his wife, Flora (nee: Wixom). · My happy spirit soars away 

' ' . John Huot too was among the group of . • To live with God in heavenly day 
hunters and while they were away the sub- There were several other graves, either 

,., ject of "their" cemetery came up between· .• unmarked or marked only with a wooden 
' Virginia and Flora. Unlike the Alward . slab or a mid-size boulder brought up from 
f cei:n~t~ whiclJ __ y,,as.!JW1~ ~ ,9li"'.e.,To~-'. · a nearly fi~lcf. These, tQ' the best of his · ' : · -
H sh1p;·1:Jid' west siae ciMi~~Was' f>rl p'ti- knclM~dgb' !Earl: s'aid ~~re tr'arisferr~d . ',! ,, .• . •• ' 1 

t vate land,.lan~.w,~ich,Yit:.[iria .,1111,d her · across the' road and iater marked with a . 
. ·. brother John had inhented· together from small ~yllriders flush with the ground, 
·. • their step father John P. Russell. · embossed simply "GRAVE". 

Both Virginia and Flora . had long Earl recalled lhat an unusual feature of 
· expressed concern over the burden of its some of the .graves was that it appeared 
upkeep, vandalism, and the fact that they that when originally dug, the holes were 
could both see it from their homes. In lined with brick with no indication that a 

' short, they. agreed it was an eyesore and a coffin had been _used. His youthful curiosity 
burden and. they· wished it gone. They had was somewhat disappointed by t)le fact 

, . . tried before, to get their husbands to . see to · that there really wem't a lot of bones to 
its removal but they got no :results.- . , be seen. Several skulls and a few hip 
So ... while the men were away Earl watched ' bones plus some coffin handles and a few 

·· as his grandmother cranked up the··phone nails were all that remained. 
and made some phone calls to· DeWitt. · · I asked Earl who had been buried in the 

She found some men with· wagons who : · little graveyard. He sort of shurgged and 
· were willing-to come ou~ for a price and do · · answered, "Just some Indians and French 
the job. Earl thought this was great! This ·people.• He took me to the DeWitt cemet-
was exciting! This was something that he · ery and showed me the three graves listed 
and his friends would have gladly done for above but, at the ·time I didn't connect 

. free! But they weren't asked. In fa~t, he ., • them to the full story. Since that time I've 
.~ , wasn't allowed to even help but he did go done my homework and discovered that he · 
" · and ·watch. :. , . . was right, they were French people and 
!•:· The graves which still had monuments ·.· perhaps some Indians too. But what he 
:' · were few and far between. Those were to didn't tell me was that they were his peo-
";' go to the , DeWitt cemetery. Of those, the pie, his own ancestors. And that's another 
. __ · only, one now known were moved to the lot story. 
, · 21 of section B in DeWitt and they, . ,. • Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
· · included: Mary C. Russell, J ean Louis Hout area's Drimarv historian. 



By KEN COIN 

The 1860's in DeWitt is often viewed u the 
time when the fu-st wave· of Ge;,,,an immi­
grants made their way north. from Ohio adding · 
names to our landscape such as Schavey, 
Bauerle, Hepfer, Henning and etc: But there 
was also a lesser known immigrant group who 
came to DeWitt. These were the French fami­
lies with names such •BS Brya, Clavey, Desprez, 
Huot, Lonier, Roussel and others. 

Most of the French settled in· the Alward 
Lake area, a few miles north of DeWitt. Over 
the next decades many of these famHiea 
migrated towards St. Johns after establishing 
connections with the Catholic church •there 
(DeWitt having no organized Catholic popula­
tion). Of the families who came, that of ·Jean 
Pierre Roussel was among the earliest and . 
remained among the most prominent. 

In 1860, Roussel, born near Paris, France in 
1799, came up from Starke County, Ohio with 
his new bride Marian Clare and settled on · a 
large spread of land (over 400 acres) on both· 
sides of DeWitt Road, south of Alward Road. 
With them also came Marian's children by her 
previous marriage to M. Huot: John Peter 
Huot and Virginia Huot (and perhaps a third 
child, Marian C. who would shortly marry -A. 
Lonier). Marian Roussel was also French, hav­
ing been born in France in 1816. She married 
her first husband in France and they came to 
America in the late 1840's, settling in Shelby 
County, Ohio. 

DeWiU Road in the early 1860's was still a 
major north and south thoroughfare through 
Michigan. As Lansing, the capital city, was 
still without a railroad connecµon, DeWitt 
Road offered one of the closest links via a few 
hour stagecoach ride to the depot at St. Johna 
and coaches ran daily along the route' as well 
as freight wagons. To take advantage of .the , 
enormous traffic, Roussel immediately set 
about building a "hotel" on the east aide of 
De Witt Road just south of the Alward Cemet­
ery. Roussel proudly called his establishment · 
"The Travelers Home•. · 

Thomas J. Baldwin, a later neighbor oi 
Roussels', who lived at the southwest comer. of 
Lehman and DeWitt roads wrote in 1906: "He 
(Roussel) was a large, genial, and honest man· 
and, together with his tavern, ~ed on farm­
ing. A small brewery was conducted a short 
time on the same farm by a Frenchman 
named John Huot who died in the spring of 
1868 (should read 1866?) since which time it 
was used for other purposes. A Frenchman 
who used the building before Mr. Huot, it is 
said, in an underground cellar, carried. _on for 
awhile the business of making whiskey with 
an appartus wltich he used for the purpose 
i nd, succeeded in evading, the revenue tax. 
l'he apparatus is still in the possession of one 
if the relatives." Both the brewery and hotel 
,re noted on the 1864 "Geil Map" of Clinton 
County. 

The "John" Jean Louis Huot mentioned by 
Baldwin was probably a brother-in-Jaw to Mar­
ian Roussel. Another probable brother-in-law 
was Francois "Frank" Huot and his wife Polin 
:"Pauline") Bally who came to the area in the 
spring of 1864. Their children included: 
Salinda, Isabell (later Mrs. Frank Peltier); 
Julius F. and Virginia (later Mrs. Keyes). . 

When Roussel died March 28, 1876 he left a 
sizable estate. Besides his large landholdings 

he "held nbies and mortgages against hi; family 
and.neighbors:.to the· tune of about $5,000. In 
his will he left most. of his land to his widow 
Marian' to,be '.~plit equaily upon her death 
between· her two children, John P. -.Huot and 
Virginia Upham. He also bequea'thed' some 
larid:to Louis,and Peter L. Vauconsant, whose 
father Peter J:. of St, Johns was" also a native 
of "near Paris~. France. Peter L. was named 
administrator ot the estate. 
. A aeperate, item in Roussel's ·wilt gives the 

explanation of the little cemetery ·which was 
once located directly west of the Alward 
Cemetery: "I give and devise for a family. 
Cemetery a piece or parcel of land, containing 
one acre in square form, in the North-east cor­
ner ... ~of section 20 (Olive) to be used for burial 
purposes forever.• Sorry Jean Pierre,. but "fore­
ver':t is a long-long time . and in this case it 
lasted only about .35 years. 

As we all • are aware, money has il certain 
smell to. it ~hich, once in . the air, knows no 
political boundrles. The aroma of tltls money 
wafted all the way to ·Paris, France where it 
was picked up by some of Roussel's relatives. 
"In the early months of 1878, a letter arrived 
at the courthouse in St. · Johns from a Detroit 
attorney who had been engaged by the French 
Consulate .of Chicago to look into. the matter ·of 
Roussel's estate. What Roussel's will did not 
bother to specify was who .was to inherit any 
of the proceeds ti-om ·his estate and his rela-

. tives in Pai-is were quick to proclaim them­
selves the "Legitimate Heirs". 

Throughout much of 1878 lfenry Harrisse, a 
Paris attorney, fired off numerous letters try­
ing to get .his client's foot in the door. He 
wrote to the Judge of Probate for Clinton 
County · asking for delays-in settling the estate 
so that his clients, being "very poor peasants•, 
could be ·heard. He wrote to the French 
Embassy in .Chicago asking them to interceed. 
He. wrote to local attorney Randolph Strick­
land, sending him family charts and 
genealogies and asking him to argue the case 
on behalf of the French heirs. He even wrote 
to Peter Vauconsant asking him to acknow­
ledge ·the claims of his .clients. 

As is too often the case; the Probate Court 
, records seem to dwindle out just when the 
. • story gets· interesting. ln. the end the .French 
· heii:s evidently _did win a · settlement. By this 

time Roussel'.a widow Ml\)ian was also 
deceBJ1ed so ·t11e .French relatives' claim gained 
legitimacy. Who were these ,relatives? They are 
never named in ·t1ie court records. They may 
possibly have been· older children of Roussel as 
iome records from Ohio indicate that Roussel · 

. ·had a wife and family prior to his marriage to , 
Marian Huot, Or;' they -may•simply have been 
nieces. and nephews. But that story must be 
left. to a better historian than myself. · 

Land-wise the Huots of DeWitt profited from 
Roussel's success and generousity. Portions of 
his homestead are still owned by two of !tis 
wife's great-grandcltildren: LtRoy Miller and 
Merle (LaphamY JOaver. 

As .to the old Roussel cemetery· and the 
· question which started all this research, the 
graves which were removed to the:_ DeWitt 
Cemetery many years. ago and pointed out to 
me by Earl Miller. u "just some Indians and 
French people"Ancluiled his great-grandmother 
Marian Clare Huot-Roussel ("Mary C. Russell 
wife of John Russell"), his grandmother's sister 
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, JIUJ{ll£lct -U,µ,;t , 
· Newell JI. Huguelt!t and Miss Ar­
ve)Ul. ln:ne_ Hu.;L, Di;witt young p0O- ' 
plj:, were u111Lt;d !11 m arrialie by I 
1'l.ev. '1'. S. Cku.vcr at Ll1e C.:ongrc- · 
(:iLtlOll<ll mall:ij:! at !l:30 fl. Ill. 
Weuuc:;uny, .Jµpe JD, l!IW. ·r11"y 

, were a1Lendc<l by 1'4-J·. and Mr~. 
Harold Plowmm;t of Lan~illg. Di-' 
rc<.:tly at,ei- the man/age Mr. and 
Mr:;. Hu1IUClt!L ldL for nonl1ern 
Mkl1iga11 anct wilJ ::;pewl their llun­
"ymoon at Beulah. Tlley will re­
-~icj.c ;1t DewiJ,L, 


