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•.' ~c~~, .1to ~h,e ,~l_e~_r: Loo,k~ng· G(ass, .. ~je9ce._;:~ ~<>f,berjv.a_s: ~Jeve_1\1~e~s,-We }~'build,_ ~iiµple to r_epa~, an~ qulclqy ''- . 
1--'w~ij:'lj_p _ad .t~~ut, ,-tuttJ~~,., muskra~.' ---h,!l.v.e-;_an :acc~unt-!'of Okemos. ~ng._a :.~1sa~sem~led: :\ I_t w~~,~ f >:W~m. ep/! .. • 
! ; :,and ~ , *t ~:!)~Ii~e , possible·.~-The :,"~!te ~m·1w ff?m .~ansing_ w~en,_f;bey . Job't~ keep~~ ~1~am -'-;J!~_m ... i~~rt . 
. ·· ,J,ooki~g 'G l~s •,w ~s: aJso. a C(?-~yeni~nt '! ·9nce;'too~:~JC.~ri_!)<;l up, t.h~ ~~: <;:e~ar. to fµush . )· - , .- -~· •. ;, \ J ·,-;.~ 1;.~.iFi ,,. 
f"tl~k;;l>Y:·canoe;. t<r th~ Grand' River ~ River. It ·was. night. ·Tl!~Y ·carried : Y.ou. take green aspen ,shc_,9~,ap.cf . ! 
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(Continued from page 1) 

ends of two tied shoots 
from opposite sides of the 
oval, bend them together 
into an arch, and tie them. 
Add horizontal shoots to 
the - several arches you 
create all around the oval. 
The result: a firm shell. 
Leave a smoke hole in the 
roof for your fire inside. A-.' 
good home. Can be enlarg­
ed at will; can be packed 
onto a sled in half an hour. 
This is how Okemos came 
and went from DeWitt. 

Incidentally, Okemos's 
brand of insect repellent 
was smoke. Just that. You 
would sit .in a small 

· wigwam and burn aspen 
branches until the whole 
chamber filled with.smoke. 
When you couldn't stand it 
_any m9re and burst out-
-doors, · you'd have .a layer 
of aspen grease on your 
skin. 

We . know .one thing 
·o k em o s · sh owed his 
children how to make was 
the Chippewa.fiute. A short 
pipe, you played it vertical­
ly, like a clarinet. Another 
little toy Okemos would 
fashion - one is iri the 
MSU Museum - was a 
basket made of rushes, 
with corn kernals inside to 
be rattled, all so small a 
child could hide it in tented 
hands. 

· There was a special trick 
to fishing that Okemos 
surely taught. You'll find, 
to this day, potholes.in the 
Looking Glass. The Chip­
pewas would find such, cut 
down trees to box them off, 
and then cheerfully spear 
the fish trapped within. 

Some superstitions were 
also passed along. The 
Chippewas thought · the 
number four particularly 
lucky. They made their 
canoes to lengths of 
_multiples of four feet. They 
wore four layers of 
clothing. And the lucky 
totem, the clan sign, for 
Okemos was the bear. 

DeWitt was a good place 
to have a famHy. It was 
central. When the Looking 
Glass, and all Michigan 
rivers, froze over, you had 
to get around the state on 
tra ils. A very old trail rari 
both ways east and .west 
from DeWitt along the 
riverbank . Another trail 
ran south, among the por­
cu pines, sna kes , a,nd 
wol ves, to the Grand 
Rh·er. with its tra il. In an 
emer gency, you could 

march the _width of chop." And so it would be. 
Michigan in two days, Such was one unusual 

This happened once, In DeWitt father. He died 
1800, An Indiana_ Shawnee · Dec, 5, 1858, and his family ' 
named Elkhart and his burled him near Portland. 
tribe wanted to muscle In 
on the rich hunting and // 
fishing_ land of Ml~higan, . Co ege 
The Chippewas grouped to · 
fight him; the call for help 
went out. Okemos, from , n~ws 
DeWitt, chief Wasso, from 
Owosso, and their men hur-
rie_d two days and nights _ Several Clinton County 

· W I t h o u t S 1 e e P .t o_ students were initiated into 
s~mewhere ~e~r Thr_ee the national ·Honor Society 

, Rivers. They ]O!ned Chief · of Phi Kappa Phi at Cen­
Pokagon and his braves. tral Michigan University. 
T~ey took up war clubs - P~i Kappa Phi recognizes 
pieces of sycamore a~ long -superior scholarship in all 
as yo_ur forea~m, w 11h a ·academic disciplines. 
rock like your fist bound on 
by thongs. Excellent 
weap.ons to crack skulls 
with. Then, they lay out in 
ambush. 

No - one has written 
records of that battle. Pro- · 
babl'y they toc;>k no 
prisoners. But the result 
was that Elkhart was out­
generalled, out-fought, and 
driven back forever into 
Indiana. 

Papa Okemos was a 
short man, about five feet 
four. He had type O blood, 

Inductees-include: Marc 
Judge of DeWitt; Dave 
Koentgsknecht, Vicky 
Feldpausch; and · Susan 
Armbrustmacher. of 
Fowler; and Carol _ Huf­
nagel and An'n Pung of St. 
Johns. · 

MARTIN CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS 

. PRE-CAST STEPS 

as did all Chippewas until x "" s;m 
the white man came. He Co••'" Ono 

had a low voice, a big jaw ~~,~~.:'. 
he liked to jut out, and a Avoiloblo 

hunting knife always in his , ~;i:tind 
belt. He was also shrewd. 
Robert Deveraux told me 
that when Okemos was a 
very old . man, _ he . spoke 
once to a settler at DeWitt. 
They were standing look-

641-6966 
If No An,wer 

Coll 
O\cemos 

349-0575 

Pick-Up 
Or Deliver-

-ing around the woods that 
Okemos loved so well. 
Okemos slashed the air 
with his hand. " White man 
come." he said, "chop, 
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Longcago _vete~_g~l}S ·had local ti~s ·;',~:---_-
- ~ • # • • • 

Tbere were many veterans of the War of 1812 who ~ _ lber is known. -
cc.r:-ie to the DeWitt area in the earl y years of its settle- .- David Olin Sr. Cc.:ne to De\!:'itt at an early date, 
rnent. Some sLayed briefly before rnoYing on, oLl,ers re- ;: reportedly in l83i. H is nc.me is frequently mentioned LD 
m ai.r,ed a nd e\·en~ually died here. Several became pro- _ .-- Lht ec.rl) hjslories o! this area bu( as he had a son by the 
m inent selllers while others lived out an obscure life; · ./ same name it is ne.;.:-ly impossible to distinguish v.·bo is 
their former mi!iiary service unrecorded. · · being credited. DaYid Sr. is credited with building the 

UrJi.J.;e veterans of all later wars (with the ex ception Baptist Meeting House on north Bridge street and one of 
of the w2.r with Mex ic'o, 1846--48) vetera ns of tbe War of the early schools at Gunnison's corners. He is also listed 
1812 for med no l0cal organizatio!:ls. As a resull, much of among lhe early o\l·r,ers of De Wit t' s Clinton House 
lhe information of Uiese men' s military past bas been __ hotel. He died here on August 25, 1es7, at tile age of 62, 
forgo(ten. Likewis-t, even many of tbe oa:-nes bave been '- ·and is buried in the DeW itt cemetery. 
Jost. · · Henry Ch appell (also speiie<i Chappel ) is believed to 

The following are sou1e veterans of L'lis war wbo have , bave been an ealy st'!Uer south and west of DeW itt. He 
a re:corded association wilh eariy DeWitt. died here on May ~ .1861, at tbe zge o! 72 and was 

P erhaps trie most notable veteran of early DeWitt was _ originaDy buried in Lt-ie former Goodrich cemetery on · 
its !oll!lder , Capt. David Scott. He W<1S born in Lit- - .:. Sch;:;vey road . His gra ve, along wit.b several o~hers, was 
chfield, Conn. , l\ov. 1, 17i9, and was reportedly a cap- ·. :. ,eooved to the DeWnt ce:nefery al a later date. _ 
tain in the Z3rd U.S. Infantry: He muried Eu.nice . ..:_ James Stick.Jes , a.,r, early selUer ol soutbern DeWitt ' 
Fo,bes of Shoreb2.m, Vt.,in !601. Tbey sett..ied ;;.! DeWitt township, died August 25, 1876, at the age o/ 79. He is ---,; 
in lf:z.3 r,,nd it wa;: bere that be died, May 7, 1851. He a::id said lo have b€-en b'.l.!"ied in tbe Hurd cemetery beside · 
tii s wife Hf bu;--ied in the De Wi a cem elery . his '-if e Lucy. 

Col. Thomas Lee was born Dec. 20, li74, ir. Hudson, ·_ Daniel F eq;icson Jr. ( li94-l8U) is belie \·ed to ba\'e 
N .Y . HE: caI:1eto DeWitt c.t a reialively ec.r!y date but no · com e t.o lhe De Wil t settlem ent in 1834 aiong wi~h his 
info,T:'lation concerning his liie here bas beer, confirm - _ fatter, Dani el Sr. and sf\'eral broL.f1e,s. Most of this 
ed. His wiie's m aiden name was Asena U:, Wi.r.a nts o.nd Jcrge family, i..!1cluci.Dg DH,!el Jr., Fer;tua!:y settled LT') 
they had al least one son, Geo,ge W. Lee. Col. L e-t'. died Olive townst,ip near .M.uskra t Lake. Sv{-cific reftrences 
at DeWitt, Dec. 2, 1852, and is buried in tbe DeWitt to him are confusin~ cue (o he and his father having the 
cemet ery. · same name. He was prc•bably burled in either lbe 

Barna A.!ltn (als.o reco,ed 2s Burm a or Barney AJlen) Al\\·2:-d or Merrihev.· cemeteries, thugh no c-onneclion to 
was born in Washington Co., N. Y ., Kov. 12, J 786 (? J. He either bas been loca ,ed. 
se~Ued sout.b and we~t of DeWitt L1 183i 2.Dd was amon g Dr. Hira.m S!owe:! 1 wh~•se ,·e:eran status. ha> no! ye! 
the earliest member-s c! U-,e DeWit t Bap'.ist Church in been firmly establ ist~d l was a na1.ive of Cayuga Co., 
1&42. He died March 4, 1647, a nd is buried in the DeWitt . - · · 
te:r,e! Hy beside bis wife, Betsey (Hea'..h) Allen who 
ciied iD l 8-tl. Tl1eir son George W. A llE:D t,.,ca.me a prom!- : 
nent set lier of section 19, U1 is tow nship. · 

The lorT:bslone of Enos S lJs.bE- in U·,E- DeWitt ce:ne!ery 
bas be-t:n engraved (a t a la!er dale) "PVT. N .Y. Mili tia , 
W;;,r of 1812.'' He died 1''oY. 7, lE.-l5, .;.t the age of 48. He is 
b uried wi U-, his v.•iie, Abiga il, 2-nd two d;,ug;-, t ers who · 
cied a.: ar, e&rly age. OLbe:- lha.n U,ese focL~ , noi.r,L'"lg fur-
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_ N .Y. He and bis fa mily came t.o De'r;itt i.n l83i and settl­
ed on the LookLDg Glass river, s~·,eral m iles upriver 
from the Scott settlement. He was flcte-d Clinton coun-

. ty·s first Judge of Probate in J832 c.cld afle,wa rds ca:-ne 
to lhe village of DeWitt whe,e bf tuiJl an L'::lpressi ve 
bo□e on the northeast corner of 1,'. " L11 and F',ar..UiL. He 
d ied here on August 25, l&si, at t.te a ge o! 62 .;.nd was 
buriE:d in the De Will cemetery. 

According to records of the Da u~",!ers of 1812, Porter 
Briggs is s a id to ha ve lived in lhf ;)eV,'itt area buf this 
bas not bee n cor,fi.rmed by local rc--:-o;-ds. It is pvs>ible 
Lbaf he was connecld with the l i: '.e r Briggs family of 
_soulbern DeWitt township. 
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OBITUARY. 

: "·hom s he made her home the las t 
years of her lit'e. She leaves thirteen 

! grandchildre n and thirtfen great grand­
: childre n. 
: In the year 1865 }Ir. and Mrs. George 
; Olil'er moved to Watertown and havi, 
I l;een pionee rs of Clinton countY, bav. 
·, ing located in the:r farm three-quar• 

I 
ters of a mile east of \Vate rtown Cen• 
te r and lived on the same farm forty. 
nine years . :\Ir. Oliver pass ed a way 

! fourteen years ago. 
i This family was an exceptionally 
i united one a nd their home ties wen 
I closely drawn. Mr. and Mrs. Olivet 

I 
were members or the Wacousta M. E. 
churc h during their entire residence 
here. a nd Ii ved the teachings of true 
chris tianity in their every day life. 

Mrs. Oliver was ninety years old the 
15th of March and her passing was 
gentle and calm. Her sweet womanly 
influence will be felt in her community 
for many years to come and although 
always quiet and r e tiring her .presence 
wilt be greatly missed In the home ot 
Mr .and Mrs. A. W. Oliver, who have 
te nderly cared for her <luring the last 
~ ears of he r life. 

Mrs. George Olh·er di ed at her home The funeral services were he! j in · 
in Wat ertown, Tuesday. March 3 L, · the late home at 10:30 Friday a.m., 
191 4, a t 4 o'clock a. m. Re becca Clow Rev .T. E. Foote of Grand Ledge offlc!- · 
was born March 15, 1824, in Elizabeth- a ting. Interment was made In the : 
town, Ontario, whe re she spent her f;imily lot in the \Vacousta cemetery. 
gi rlhood. Augus t 30, 1848 she was j Card of Thank&. 
united in marr:age to George Oliver of I 
Younge, Ont., a t E lizabethtown, by \Ve desire to extend our thanks to : 
Rev. J ames Gardiner. To this union our neighbors and frends for their 1 

se,·en c hildren were born, all of whom kindness and sympathy to us In the ! 
a r e living: Peter. o r Lans ing, Ellen of loss or our beloved moth r.-Mr. and · 
Wacousta. Geo. R. of Gowe n, Phebe of Mrs. A. W .Oli\'er a nd family, Peter • 
Mancelona, Thressa of St. Louis, Mar- Oliver. i\frs. D. H. Cronkite, George R. : 
garet of St. Johns a nd Albert w, who Ol ive r. ;1.l rs. Phebe S. Newsome. Mrs. · 
!il'(>d on the home farm, and with W. \\'. Brower, :\!rs. Louis J . Holbrook. 

0\ i \IC.fL 



--W:-1... O .. 11:ood. a welf -known . but1inesi ,• 
man of DeWitt, died at the home of hi~ 
son in Detroit la.~t Friday, aged uboot 
70 vears. His remaint1 ,,·•re interred at 
DeWitt Tuesda.v. \I r. Osp;ood wall fo'r­
merly the proprietor oft~~ Ile Witt mills. 
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1DEATH
1

.CLAJMS _:_• .. 
::\ RILEY W~M.AN: 

. ' I Many Att~n<l Liu,t Uiie1;1 for"", 
,~ Mrs.- Go.~lfried _li'. Olln~ru:, ... \C\~\ 
~::;:·~~}l, -A~~tJ'2l\Q . i_ : 
I • •.. ~ .. 

1· 'Mrs. Gott!tleq F . pt~mar, 'll. well 
known apd' highly ·esU:emcd Riley· 

;tow~l~hln woman, pil:;~cd , away tlt j 
tier hc.,me Wed11c1>Cl1LY, ap1·i)'_:t, ll!Lcr 

,lln lllneJ!!! of !l\)out two wee!<,:;. 

1 
•l"uni;i.:al service::; w,t:r e ht:)d _llt Lhe , 

1 j re~Jenoe 14 2 · o·cloctc · Sa.t1u·tlay 1 

I I ntLernoon, with ::i. friend or t111; ' 
.•
1
tamUy, l-tev.-Dr. Bi~hop or L ansing.-

1t4r 21 yearn Jll\~L<lr or . Plymouth, 

lyongregational ch';1.rQh, O)>W retired,! 
offich1t!J1g. Burlt,1 WJU,,Ulll.de iu LllP 

l
:aoug)1ton c<;\u~t,cry hc~i<Jc her on)Y 
cJ1tlct who died 42 yellr6 ago. , 
·· Dnlsy Ruth lji.lc)rctll . . wu.:; born in 

1R1ley Dec.' ·1, 186!1. • In early 
chlldhoo<l :;he developeu Ii very. 
sweet vol1:e and ~!\nil ut Chrl:;Lmas­

' excrclscij, Su11d11y :;chool ptculcs uud 
; enterta.inmcnl./; while :;ltp11g on lltl' 
, father'~ knee. Whe11 grown to 
young womanhood lihe tuught mu-

1 sic to nearly all the chlltlren 1n the 
neighborhood and Sil.Hg 11t funernts: 
Maqy fl11c 11wulcl11ns got Cl\l;lr curly 

' tralnl.ng 1n ml.l:llc tram her teJLch-
ing_ . . 

\ · On Nov. S 1897, she was mnrrled 
to G. F. Ottm1,r. Atcer spending- n. 

! ftw week!. on it .wedding tr!µ in the j 
Wl!st they seLHt:cl 011 the fnrm ,yhcre , 
.s)1e d ied. In 101:> they took u trip • 

: to ~he Paci!lc co11st ttnd alt through ' 
' the western states. all these years 
,she enjoyed unusu111ly (l00CI health, 
1

1 

o.nd never huct a doctor until "he 
butlered a stroke Marcil 23, 1U4l. A 
few days aftei· thnt she. was strick­
en a 11econct tlnie ~nd 11evcr ·recover-; 
ed. ~ 

i She is 6Urvlved by ' her husband, 
one sl,tcr, J!:rs. Lula llurn6 of St. 
Jol»l.!I,►, one nephew, Howard K eeny, I 
o r D,wl$0n, Mich.; a few cotwlnli , 
and a nost ·of friends w110 mourn : 
her pa:;sini,r. The !lorn! tributes I 
were .JJ:\any and In spite of the al­
most lmpi+ssable roact~ , It wns one I 
or the lurgc~t !µ111:rul.6 ever ht:ld In 
_thi, cqmmunlty, • . · 

0
.1 

:... · 
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Prize Winning, Farm Parade.::F,foat · and M~i1 ·who Made it 

.. 1 
F rom a s tandpoint of be iluty, othe r flo.ah In t he farm parade last.. week Tue_1day, may h ave aur- -

CHsed the one pictured above. T he Judges, howeYcr, decided tho Loo Cab in but portrayed tho p ioneer 
ide~ .and it was a warde d fi r,t prize. In the foregro.und Is Gottfried Ottmu, prominent RIiey farmer who 
buil t it over a Ford truck. 



) ) 

O. F. Ottmor, who Uves we::1t of St. John~, believt>s in a.ttrtlctlve advertlslng-. When 
he bought 11 tract ol• muple tiinbu two yearK ago l\nd preDared to mu.ke ma.1>le 
syrup he Wflntet.1 a. dl,.tincttve 1ubel t o r th~ Hyruv l'O.J\il. The above tlictul"", ~h ow~ 
ing- him ca rrying &ap bueket8 with a.n old fashluned i,,l}oultler yoke bt a part of t,be 
lab~l• Mr, ottm~r, bow.ever, uses modern 1nethod~ 1n J;ia,ulliDg and processln&" his 

products.-K. ll. 
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, R. 0. Overholt 
I I I 
I 

DeWITT Funeral services 
w 111 be held Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
2 p. rt). al the DeWitt Community 
Church tor Halph o. (Bill) Over­
holl, 40, prominent· DeWitt r1mi­
d1H1l ·or 10,1 N. Hrlt.l~e $tr¢lll. llev 
Daniel Keli11 wm ,officiate and 
burial wUl be in thePeWiltCem­
etery. Friends rnay call at the 
Vincent-Hummell Ii'unernl Home 

t.un~lt Thurscjl).y ,(l~Pl!t ' I'• ,t • . , 

Mr Overholt died Monday· at 
Harper Hospital 111 Detroit fol ,­
low\ng massive open heart sufg-
ery. 
I . f' I 

HE WAS owner and operator of 
!DeWitt. Laundryland aud was a 
, former partner in the L, J . Gris­
t wold F'ord Agency for 10 years 
· a n ct aslloc 1a.t e rJ w 1th car man 
,Adams, l flC. 

Page 5 A 

had received a l 0.- y11a r Veteran 
Award In scoutlnlf. 

* * ' . 
HE WAS born in Petoskey, 

t4ay 1, 1915, a sqn of ~awrence 
and Nettle Noel Overholt. He at­
tended Bliss elementary !iChools, 
1p·aduated from Pollston 1lllQ'h 
School a II ct a tteud e Cl Michigan 
State Univers ity. H~ had rfsid­
ed in DeWitt 27 years. 

f· 
On April 7, 11340, he married 

l,'{uth c, M~r~ke1 whq ,f urviv~li· 
1 

f * 
ALSO 'surviving are a daug·h­

ter, Dessalee; two son$, ' John 
and Richard, all at honi~; four 
sisters, Miss 'l'rnva II. Ovt')r­
holt, In Mexico, Mrs Kathryn 
Haf~ of Cl,tyton, Mrs Leona 
Campbell of St. Louis, Mo., Mrs 
Marjorie Cassidy of Levering; 
bvo brothers 

0

Luon of Travers e I 

c;:1ty and Harold ot Gi.;;1ndlh11ids, 

StimQlqtes growth 
I 

1 He was a member ·or the Qe- Artificial atf(los:pt1eres In l 
Witt Community Church and its greenhou:ies, crE;)atect by Emrich- ~ 

· board of trustees, o! DeWJlt 111g their cµ.rbon dioxide coqlent, ~ 
Lodge 272 F & AM, DeWltt Vil- stimulate plant growth, accorq!ng I 
!age Planning · Cpmmisslon, a to Carctox, Chicalf0· Tests show .• · 

, past president.of the DeWittLl011s this system a1$0 reduces heating ~ I 
Club, Parent Teacher Assocla- costs because lnject~ng the ![as 
tlon and Bliss MenwrialAssoc.ta- . directly into · the greenh1)use at­
t1on. He had served several terms mosphere reduces the peed to 
on the DeWitt vlllage council and ctraw H !rqm the outsiclti. . , r 

1 • ........,. :.1,,.,_., -il •1'-ll•tdl~41.t .... ._~...,,b.~. oa. ... - ..!1,.o1!M1..-a.l.ii. . 1 l.otlJ.oL--..J• ► \M.J~.-.-l,.i .... ~ •. 11 , . .u.,. i.,.-

OvefLholt-

I 
•., 
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in memory of 

Ralph 0 . (Bill) Overholt 
dat.e of birth 
May 1, 1915 

date of death 
A ug-ust 31, 1064 

~<'"rvic<i~ 
l)l~W TTT COMM UN ITY CHU RCH 

Thursday, Scplcmbcr 3, 1964 
2:00 p.m. 

clergyman 
Rev. Daniel Kelin 

De Witt Community Church 

Mrs. Wilma Reed, Organist 

interment 
DeWitt Cemetery 
DeWitt, Michigan 

bearers 
Richard Keck Donald Reed 

La,vrcnce F cightling 
John Reust Vir gil Zeeb 

J ohn Hiatt 

Funeral Arrangements by 
Vincent-Rummel! Funeral Home 


