
DeWitt's B rtha' l 
1rewarded for all h rs • rvace 
By SHEILA SCHIMPF 
Journal Correspondent 

DeW ITT - The people of chis 
town jusc couldn't forgec all those 
Christmas baskets. 

For about 25 years, Bertha Lenne-­
man, who just turned 80, worked to 
fill baskets with canned goods, 
clothing and toys donated by the 
community to give to needy fami­
lies. 

THE DEWITT widow has just 
been named the city's first Citizeu 
of the Year. 

" I was so surprised," she said. " I 
never dreamed." 

"We wurn s w:llllp1·d wilh h:ltorn 
in l:k:nha's behalf,'' said Marl.een 
Matson, a member of the three-per­
son citizen committee appointed by 
Mayor Lynn Thayer to pick a 
winner . 

Jean Newman, another commit­
tee member, said most of che lecters 
praised the widow for her work at 
St. Jude's Catholic Church. Lenne­
man said she used to do the altar 
linens for the church until younger 
people s tarted taking over. She still 
does the linens for the Franciscan 
Retreat House. 

, ' 
"I LIKE to be busy," she said. " I 

like to do for others what I can." 
Lenneman and her husband, 

John, a painter and interior derora­
tor who died in 1976, had four chil­
dren. 

' 'Whal we were after is a person 
who has served the community in a 
number of ways," said Newman. 
"She's a very willing volunteer. l 'd 
call her t.o work and she'd always 
work on what we wanted her to 
work." 

Lenneman will receive a plaque 
and a city council resolution at a 
dinner May 17. 

. I 

CITIZEN OF 1HE YEAR - BO-year-old Bertha Lenneman 
was swprised to find our she had been named DeWitt's top 
cirizen. Her communi ty and church work are some of the rea­
sons she was picked. - Staff Phoro by BRUCE CORNELIUS 
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Personality Profile 

Bertha Lennemann is De Witt's top ci 
" 

By DAVID THOMAS 

DeWitt Mayor Lynn Thayer was concerned that there 
would not be enough time to select a Citizen of the Year 
before the presentation ceremonies on May 17. He didn't 
have to worry. It was an easy choice. 

As soon as the word was out that DeWilt was looking 
for its outstanding citizen, the suggestions began to ar-. 
r ive. Five different people received nominations, but 
there was really only. one choice for the three-person 
selection committee to make - Bertha Lennemann. 

"I 1·eally was surprised. l didn'l even know my name 
WUti In," Mr::i. LCllllclllUII :,all..!. "When 1 rcud lhtcly wen, 

going to choose the top citizen, I was sure it would be 
Orla McGuire {DeWitt's city engineer). He's done so 
much for this city." 

It is hardly necessary to interview Mrs. Lennemann 
to find out what she has done for DeWitt, Her "file" at 
c ity hall contains 15 letters from DeWitt ·residents at­
t.esting to her enormous contributions to the community . 

"Bertha is a very sincere and giving person ... a 
great example for all of us to follow," DeWitt Lioness 
Club President Audrey Fabus wrote. 

Other letters mentioned Mrs. Lennemann's many ac­
tivities with the St. Jude's Women's Association, her 
role in coordinating the packing and distribution of 
Christmas baskets for the needy ( the work is all clone in 
her basement ) and her activities with area senior 
citizens. Some of the leltcrs also mentioned the con­
tributions of her late husband, Jack Lennemann, to the 
DeWill community. . ' 

'·She is good and gentle and has a kind word for 
everyone," another letter read. "She always has a s mile 
on her face." 

Mrs. Lennemann, who recently celebrated her 80th 
birthday, was born in Maple Rapids and has been a resi­
dent of the DeWitt area for 70 years. She has spent the 
last 40 years in her two- story, white house on Scott 
Street. 

Somehow, Mrs. Lennemann makes room in her day 
for a host of other activities in addition to her volunteer­
ing. She spends as much time as possible with her three 
children - Stanley of DeWitt, Phyllis of Lapeer and Bill 
of Ionia - and carefully keeps trc!ck of the birthdays of 
he r 18 grandchildren and 19 great-gra11dchildren 

She also does embroidery. takes one-day bus trips 
with other DeWitt residents to interesting Michigan 
places and tencls her flower garden. 

"I don't grow vegetables anymore, but I know what 
fnrming is all at1out," s he admitted. "We lived on a 
farm for a goo cl many years.'· 

Mrs. Le nnemann is no stranger lo Jiving the life of a n 

honored citizen. Two years ago she was chosen "Queen 
for a Day" at St.. Jude. She prefers to avoid the 
limelight, however. 

"Personally, I would rather be in the background," 
she said. 

Staying in the background in the days ahead may be 

Bertha Lennemann 
spends much of her 
time helping otl'ier 
people. Sl1e still finds 
time, however, to 
pursue activities 
such as embroidery, 
tending her flowers, 
traveling and en1oy­
ing her family . On 
Monday, she will be 
honored as DeWitt· s 
outstanding citizen at 
the Mayor's Ex­
ct1ange Day dinner. 
(Photos by David 
Olds) 

difficult for Mrs. Lei 
Exchange Day dinn 
designate her as Dew 

Does she have an a< 

"Oh my. Do you thii 
bably be speechless .' 
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honored citizen. Two years ago she was chosen "Queen 
for a Day" at St. Jude. She prefers to avoid the 
limelight, however. · · 

"Personally, I would rather be in the background," 
she said. 

Staying in the background in the days ahead may be 

Bertha Lennemann 
spends much of her 
time helping other 
people. She still finds 
lime, however, to 
pursue activi t ies 
such as embroidery, 
tending her flowers, 
traveling and enIoy­
ing her family. On 
Monday, she will be 
l1onored as DeWitt's 
outstanding citizen at 
tt1e Mayor's Ex­
change Day dinner. 
(Pho tos by David 
Olds) 

difficult for Mrs. Lennemann. At the May 17 Mayor's 
Exchange Day dinner, Mayor Thayer will officially 
designate her a_s De Witt's outstanding citizen. 

Does she have an acceptance speech written'? 

"Oh my. Do you think I should'?" she asked. "I'll pro­
bably be speechless." 
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LENNEMANN, JOHN J. 
(J ACK) 

303 Scott, DeWitt 

Age 79·. passed away July 
29, lS76. He was a mem­
ber of the St. Jude Catho-

) 

cha el Murphy officiating. 
Rosary will be at 8 p.m. 
Sunday evening at the 
DeWitt Area Chapel. 

lic Church, also a member COOK, ARCHIE F. 
of the ·oeWirt Lions Club rv.rc S ~h Id S 
and the St. Jude Ushers """' · " e on t. 
Club, the Third Order of Charlotte · 
St. Francis and auxiliary 
member of tbe Legion of 
Mary. Survived by his 

·· wife, Bertha; 1 daughter, 
Phyllis Jones .of. Lapeer; 2 
sons, Stanley of DeWitt 
and William of Pleasant 
Lake; - 18 grandchildren 
and 8 great-grandchil­
dren; 3 s iste rs, Jv'iiidred 
Staub of Sarasota, Fla.., 
Mary Spanogle of Lansing 
and Laura Gregg of Lake--
wood, Ohio; l brother, Al 

Aee 80. Funeral services for Mr. Cook, who died at 
a focal hospital Thursday, 
July 29, will t>e held at 10 
a.m. Saturday, J uly 31, 
1976 at The Pray Funeral 
Home in Charlotte. Burial 
in the Mapie Hill Ceme­
tery. 

Lennemann oi Battle DINGMAN, PAULiNE B. 
,,Creek. One daughter, Au-
drey Flannery, preceded 1732 Donora 

' him in death. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at the Mrs.- Dingman died at a 
St. Jude Catholic Church, local hospital July 29, 1976. 
Monday, Aug. 2 at l I a.m., Arrangements will be an­
burial in the DeWitt Cem~ nounced by the Estes 
etery with Rev. Fr. Mi- Leadley Funeral Home. 

ervice, Phone 487-4704 
\, 

) 

fa MEMORY OF 
JOHN J . (JACK) LE::"•,iNEMANN 

DATE OF BIRTH 
July 18, 1897 

Westphalia. Michigan 
DATE OF DEATH 

July 29. 1976 
Lansing. Michigan 

SERVlCES 
St. Jude Cathojjc Church 
Monday, August 2 , 1976 

11:00 A.J\1. 
OFFICIATING 

Fr, l\fichael Murphy 
1.1\'TERME.7\'T 

DeWitt Cemetery 
DeWitt.. Michigan 

CASKET BEARERS 
Bob Ballard Jerome Schafer 
AJan Foy John Reust ' 
Francis Mc:Kenna Robert Drouin 

HO1\'ORARY BEARERS 
Ralph Woodruff John Hiatt 
Jim Ritchie Don Schaible 
A.rt !\"ewman Don Reed 

tf ' 
i:::i;;:;;, - Scnu 

r-
n 
2: 
::z:. 
~ 

3 

! 



) 

" 

) 

k
~ ~.-.".:'-L-:··;,_, •;;,:r:5"".;=. _.,,.,_ ...... :· _, -, :·':·:-- -

· e?".,- · -en-n---e~n-,an - -oi&F.if:~:.= v~~~ ,_ ~J;-.:.. . -~ . ~ ·• ,~ -C-,0 - i.L,!,, -- . .. -· ~·-~"! ~"! 

FJi.jies:Jtect2f ;Satti1t1a-v 
t.5. ' . i,.. . . -., _ ,, . . - - ·. - ~ •. ,.;..:u.~- .:- : ~ ~ ... '. =-~~ - ' .. .,., --- -
~ "A_·-,h"ouciuet ·:or . .white ·-::garder.ias.: ny Juliarr"--DeSmiUU'iThe .a1tar -:,w.as 
~~a-s worn liy ?hylli.s L. 'Barker of! :d_ecorated with ~bouquets of 7"j{nte 
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l\'erclyu·eds diJhored 
At Reception HeTd 
Saturday Evening 
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Deffitf- Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
J c:-1es were honored at a wed­
ding recepLion at the :rvre:morial 
building. DeWitt. on Saturday 
:iight. Nearly 150 guesr.s were 
p;(:sent. br::ig!!lg best wishes to 
the young couple. They receh-ed 
~1::tn y f:ne useful gifts. 

1 Miss N~ncy Spa11◊g-le, couo:in 
, of the br:de. had charge of the 
I guest book. A lm·eJy .. edding 

I' cake was se:ved with ice rream 
and coffee. :Miss .!1,fary Vi'eier, 

· Dolores Lenneman and Mary 
Lou Shinevar. classma!.es of 
Phrllis. S< rred the cake and ice 
cream. 

Mrs. Matie Staub and Mrs. 
Mildred Staub h ad charge of 
coffee. 111lrs. Audrey Flannery. 

l sister of the bride, and Joyce 
J ones, sister of the groom, were 
at the gift table. Music v.·as by 
Joe Ozanich . Sr. On Friday. Aug. : 
l. Arnold will return to duty 1 

w!th tht Navy at Nor folk, where 
he v.·m n:cei;;e a new assignment. 

i Gue.sts ':.ei;-.e_ cPresent. from St. 
I J_ohn~. "·ae~sµ; .' DevVitt, Lan­
. srng and o&i.o-. , . 

. •\,, ,··- l'JI.,..__. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Lennemann 

The Lenne1nanns 
DeWITT-John and Bertha 

Lennemann, 303 N. Scott, will 
celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniver5ary Sunday, 2 to 5 
p.m. at the DeWitt Memorial 
Building . 

They were married J une 20, 
1923. He was employed by the 
Michigan School for the Blind 
until his retirf:ment in 1962 and 
is a member of ihe DeWitt 
Lions Ciub. Both are active 
members of the community of 
.St. ,1 Ude. 

The Smiths 

) ) 

1923 1973 
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·Bertha ·Lennemann was one ofDeWitt's "Gr.and_Old Ladies" 
By Ken Coin · Yeal'". Though barely five the old Norris farm two 

foot tall, Bertha came miles north of DeWitt on 
Last week DeWitt lost ·through .head and shoul- Chadwick Road. After a 

· -one of its finest aeeete with ders above all others. Hav- March snowfall t hey 
the passing of Bertha ing spentthe better part of moved their belongings 
Lennemann; truly one of her life ,behind the scenes down from Maple Rapids 
the last of DeWitt's "Grand of community affairs, she to DeWitt with two teams 
Old Ladies". Now, J know was genuinely surprised of draft horses and two bob 

· she would protest at such that anyone had taken sleighs - two "tripe for all 
a pretentious title but note of her contribu tions. their household furnish­
.grand old ladies and fine That was her mode of oper- · i~gs, livestock, tools and 
old gentiemen being some- . ation - ·do what you can, grain. Her "father drove 
what of a rare c<:ommodity _ when. if'."s, needed,- wj~hout on~ tea,m . w!Jile · Bertha's 
these days, it would do ,us _recognition_ . · ' two. ol<f~r brothers, J im 
well to take _note of them Bertha was born on· a and Tom drove the other. 
"!henever ~BBible. Maple ~~~pids farm in For ., ·several years 

We did take note of •. 1902: · Her parents, -earl Bertha attended the one­
·!3erth'a.. L~nnemann ,- ih .sand Minnie Staub spent , room -Brown School· n'orth 
:'1982,- when the .City of many 'years ,as tenant' - of1town, foll.owed by two 
--DeWitt proclaimed her it's farmers until the winter of. years at DeWitt; graduat-
tirst j,\nnual "Citizen of the . , 1!)12 when they purchll\!8d·~ ing -(10th gr11,de) !{ith the 

•~~ "L ~:• • ; \/ • ., ~ ~,> "!J~ ~/:~ 

A s leepy-eyed little girl - on her grandmother's lap -f 
1;1° ,.,,.,,,,,1 ..-nmA full circle. Bertha (Staub) Lennemann w\. 

'I productive years later her 
,,- grandparents, William a nd 

class of 1917 and later 
attended Lansing Business · 
University. 

In 1923 she was mar­
ried to John ~Jack" Lenne­

. marin who died in 1976. 
For over fifty yeani sfte 
made her home on Scott 
Street, raising four chi!'. 

. dren and contributing 
.. what she could for the bet­

t~rment of her chwch and 
community. 

Of history, local and when she was told that she 
family, she was not much was to be one of the pall 
of a storyteller but she bearers. 
could add such clarity to ~Can you imagine it?", 
scenes and events of long she asked me, · still sur­
ago and personal details of prised 85 years later. "Six 
people long passed away. little ·girls no older than 
B ertha constantly remind- ten carrying her coffin." 
ed me that as family and She said that throughout 
community change, life her life she had ·occa.eional­
remains ·the same. We are ly reflected on that child­
a ll part of a ~ ntinuing spi: hood incid~nt, always puz­
ral where little children go zled by why she was asked 
full circle to become elderly and how s he managed to 

· gi:andparenta. And along do it. "Her folks aaked .... so, 
I had the very iP-eat 

pleasure of knowing 
Bertha as · a neighbor',' an 
aurit" and a friend. If y~li 
dicl not know her I would · 
hope that in your own life­
time you•·would .-know at 
least one , pe_r~on :equally 
kind, gentle and·• op~i­
mistic. The sheer jo_fof her 
conversations is 'what I'll 
remember most for it was 
ingrained deep within her 
to continually seek out the- · 
good and leave.fault wh~re· 
it lay, for ~there t?Jil14~ 

. ; ·\-~. , ' 

. -:, ,z 

• the way, "it is 'the bleBBing I did it." she concluded. 
of life, for those who are · That could well sum up 
·able, to help others strug- Bertha's philosophy of life: 
gling with that journey. ·. regardless of the circum-

The last time I talked stance; do ·what needs· to 
wiVi Bertha she told ' me · · be do'ne; when it needs to 
that she· had lately been . be 'done, without thought 
thinking about a childhood · .of recognition. Well done, 
friend. When she was ·' Bertha ... a very fi~e piece 
about eight years old this of work. · 
girlfriend · took sick and 
died., Bertha was naturally 
upset that her playmate 
h ad died, but numbed · 

Ken Coi,. is a resi<kiit of 
DeWitt and the area's pri-
11\4'Y historia_n: 

'"' 



First leg of 
St. Johns bypass 
starts. soon 
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Lansing State Journal/ CHRIS SILVAS 
I 

The Lerg family of Olive 
Township north of DeWitt will 
lose their farm when the new 
U.S. 27 is c.onstructed.,. 
through their land. Roger t:.erg,. 
holding 16-rnonth-old An­
cfrew, has lived at the farm all 
his life. With him are· his \lvife, 
Kirn, and their daughter J,1.sh­
leigh, 5 . 

- U.S.27 
<· • 

Ii> 
Lansing State Jou(nal/ CHRIS •HOLMES 

·Family must ··Jiel~)o freeway 
'•' • / I • • . 0 • • 

Wheels start turning for . U.S:. 27 road project to·bypass St. Johns 
By JOHN B. ALBRIGHT 
Lansing State Journal 

ST. JOHNS _.:_ Freeway surveyors roamed 
Roger and Kim Lerg's corn field on Round 
Lake Road this week to stake out a route for 
traffic to skirt St. Johns! 

Kim Lerg, 32, watched them from the kitch­
en wlnd·ow of her 125-year-old brick house. 

Appraisers will come Friday, she said, to 
figure the stat.?'s offer price for the 70-acre 
gut of the Lerg farin, including the house, 
milking parlor, barns and silos. · 

Next year, the Lergs, their two children and 
. 11 O milking cows will be gone from the 243-acre 
farm in Olive Township that Roger Lerg's grand, 
father began to-work 56 years ago. 

"They told us this would be our last planting 
year - don't put any winter wheat In because 
we won't be able to harvest it the next sum­
mer," Kim Lerg said. 

Five miles to the north, construction will 
start this month on a first leg or .a bypass for 
U.S. 27 traffic. It will cut through farmland 
east of Williams Road. . . . 

Roger Lerg, 41, who grew up on the Round 
Lake Road farm with three brothers, will take. 

tip dairy/ crop produttion elsewhere. "We're 127 Interchange near Clark Road. southeast of 
hoping to go_ north, away from this DeWitt, and U.S. 27 north of St. Johns. 
expressway." . · · , . The first 4.6 miles will be carved through 

The Lergs are anxious about leaving their .- 'farmland eastof·:Williams Road in Olive and 
debt-free operation to start over, possibly bor- Bingham townships - between Price and 
rowing money for land, buildings and equip- Wildcat roads. 

· mept. State payment for their present acre- This $19·milllon segment will cross Center 
age .and buildings may not be enough for a Line, Tatt,· Parks and Townsend roads. De· · 
debt-free start. , • tours will be set around those roads at times 

Michigan Department of Transportation of- during the next two years. 
flclals are mindf).11 of the relocation· woes A second phase may be staned this year: A 
which the Lergs foresee, said Monty Norris, 1.7-mlle segment between Wildcat and Walk-
real estate. project development manager. er roads. , 

Independent appraisers will set a fair market · By.late 1996, t()e bypass may be open from 
, value for. the states offer, which the family may Price to the northern outskirt of St. J ohos. 

contest In court, Norris said. ' 
Dislocation of the Le~ and' ouiers along the 

new route is a public necessity, Norris said. 
· Toe new ·highway ~ll relieve lodg-5\lffered 
traffic delays In St. Johns, a city of 7,300 located 
16 miles nortll of Lansing. Travel through Qin­
ton County's developing areas' will be safer and 
easier. 

Perhaps by the late 1990s, officials said, the 
whole 18 miles of i:etocated U.S. 27 freeway 
will make a straight shot between an 1-69/U.S. 

nie traffic shlf.t may dent business for res­
taurants and mo~els along present U.S. 27 at 
the south border·of St Johns, Sun-Set Motel 
operator Steve Rapp said. 
. . 

To reach St. Johns, future freeway travel­
ers will have to use exits to M-21 and roll more 
than a mile west to the heart of town. 

"Unless you can actually see the restaurant 
or motel right from the ramp, you don't get 

. off, you keep goi~g," Rapp •said. 
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1Couple Speaks. Vows in. 
1

, C4u;rcl1 Ceremony 
Tlje marriage of M~ :t.,Jildred 

Lerg, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joh1, Lerg Qf J.)ewltt. to S-Sgt. Lyle 
I. Rf,sekrnqa cir HarUngen, Texns, 
eon o~ Mr. and Mr!i. :(van l1,ose­
_)j:rans of Riley, was solcmnlZcd Wed­
ne;;ctay morn.Ing, May 5 at St. Jo­
sepo cnurr:11. F.r. Lewis M. Dion of­
flci~ted In tllt presence o! 1,bout 

, 100 gl-\CSts. f ·I , • ., , . · 
"Ave Marla\> 'l:lJ1,;l"'!Bccnuse" were 

sung by Miss 'Brunetta Mazzolint 
accompanied by Mrs. Herrrum Smltl,l 

,.ftt ,'. tl}e p1:1iran, . . , 
::! . · 'IW( ~wie-fywM ~ovi.qei'l fn,: ~l,it'c 
. saltn ~ qr~ Jae~: · •~11.:qe with ; ··iµ,gl) 
-neckline, ' and·. iong sleeves ~wlilGli 
came lo pol..1.1ts ove1· her :wrists;. The 

-full skirt cxt1::nded into 'n. trnln, and 
her full -le111!th Vt:11 oJ llltrnion Hild 

, lace tell from 11 beaded crown. She 
carried n bouquet of red rose~ and 
"White sn11pdra~on ;:i. · 

The prldcsm11l& were ,Miss Mar­
gar,, t B\nncha1·d and Mrsi H.osem11ry 
Omkov(ch of Petrolt. Thell' o.resscs 
were blue and lavender chiffon, ro­
spe~tively, · fash ioned with S)Vect­
heart neckline, long sleeve~ und 
gutht:red i;lctrru. They carried yel­
low r~es ru:i,d 11nap~1tgorui, and 

wore a flora~ arr angement In their 
huh·. which matched their bouquets. , 

Lavern urg or D i::1vitt, brother o! 
the brlcle, amt L loyd Rosekrans or 
Greenville. twin brother o,C the . 
br tde~room were besc mnn and 
gi-oon~man. T ile U&)1ers wer e L aw­
rence .t,Q:a.Q"lp·• l}ilC\. 'D~t\jel; Urg of , 
Dewitt. ·;.. -~, .- "' ., · · ·:. ·· · 

1''ollowing the service a wedclin~ ] 
brellkfost was i;erve\l the brlc\111 purr ·I 
ty 1md Immediate relatives at thb 
l)ume or I.Ile l)l"ldc's pan.:11ts. Thu 
Cq.uteqv;.is centered wll.h n lovely 

1 wectctlng- 1<:"!,k.1;-] W.14!.j '.Q. wi.Qfatun; s'?l- 1 
dter l~tOP/il-,l1<f- d!;\>l'.ll'O,~jbn~ werd' ·cl\r:-· 
rii:ct oµt in pink. blue ·and whl~C<"'. 

The l>rlcte wo.:; !n-ti<luated from: si1. 
Mary's high ·school-. and for· somli 
time hal.i been c111ployt:d ln : · tlle 
I•'unn Bureau office in Lun.sm!;(. The 
bridegroom who atumch,d tll\! local 'I 

lH~h school, was Inducted inLo the 
Anny Air forccu in M1,rch, l912, and 
Is stationed o.t Hnrllnr;en Al'lllY 
Gunnery School, Httrllngcn, 'fei</ts. 

A recep tlo11 11nd dance ' will ,11,e, 
held at Olive Grapge 11all on Sat­
urday evening, in thek lwnor. On 
MllY 11, S-Si,;t. 11.nd Mr.s. Itoscknllls 
wl)l leo.vy for Tex~. w11ere t11ey will 
r esl(!c. : , . · •. _ ... 

,:, 
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1COUPLE .UNITED 
~ 5 D YEARS AGO 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Lewb of 

I 
Middleton Observe Golden 

Wedding Sunday 

r 
Mr. and Mn,. Ferry Lewis of Mid­

tllcto11 were married !JO y'cars ag-o 
i Tuesduy, On Sunday they were hon­

µrcd wiLll a celclJrntio11, which 11u1n­
_c nxt -h, pcr:;on,;. '1 Ile l,vc11L wus 

l µlnnecl by their _ grandsou,_ Ernest 
1 I 11111'.d<i.1 1111(1 w i le o f LUllSllll-:" tlllct 

Mn,. L"wis' ~blei--iu -lt,w, MF.s. Mury 
I ~.rcL,,-, uf SL. Jul111s. 

I
; '!'he c!lnncr w;,s a bountiful pot­

htt:Jf, ,:pccl11I fl:nturc bemi; LL tl1rc1·­
Licr white wectclmg cake, covcn,u 

J, w1tll gold colored 1 rosllng ancl m,tde 

I ,)y LIWil' (;l'!LI\Clcluugh~L!I", M rs. JhlhltH.l 
1 L Lc.;li!! oJ UdroiL. , 

1'.fU:r rhe clin1ier M r. and Mrs. ' 
Lewis were prest:nted with a whlLe 
'tnd gold bc<lsprc11et. bet.I blanket, 
t11hle uncl 'buLll room linens, gln:;s 
wa rc, beaut1ful bouquets of glact10J­
i.L>i,,s and $60.00 111 cash. The gruncl-

. son. Er11est Langdon. gave 111,: 
; grandm oth~r a n orchid for a cor­
\ sai-;c, n11cl h is isrnndf11Lher: a wl11Le 

I chrysunLh1,i11uu1 t"or H boutonniere. 
Ml'. und Mrs. Lewis wen, man-led 

In S t. Johns OcL. 5, 1893. J:'"01' O"er 
.:o yea rs they have _l ived In Micll1Ie-
1011. 'fwin claugnWr:; ctit:d 111 inJ;m;·y. 
·nwru ttre two llLher liauiilill:rs, Mrs 

1 B c,ulah Husted or Car,,oo Cir,y and 
· Mr~. Tl.nymouct· Clnyc,; of Midtlleton .• 
, Thci·c, ure five g:rnndchllclren and .six 
, ~n,at-;;ranckhildn,JL. 
I Hoth Hl'C able to WOl'k. ,At prt:Sl!lll ! N;r_ Lewis is •~:oin1; mason work llut 
I Ulllil r eLire m enL he WU~ crnployt:d 
, for m,1ny years as seetLOn worker I 
I on the mil roacl. 
1

\ 'I l1e group c1,rne froin Detroit, De­
wi Lt, Lonsiug-, Clnre, Portland, St. 
Johns, Carson C1ly, Perrinton and 
Middleton . 



,---_ 

I j -- · Ltiwh;-!\(,llutr. · · ' -· · · -~·1· 
• At thn:e o' clock 'l'h un1Jay arternouu, . 
•Dec. 30, ot,cured a very pn,uy wedding 
! at' LlJC. borne of Mr. and Mrs. gdw1LrJ 1 
· M11har, of Eut1t Dewitt, wllen their [ 

ol1l<llit daµghttir, Gh1dys Ruth, Wll.ll ! 
u11i1ed in nH1rrlage to l~red Morwn , 
Lewis, 1100 o! Mr. 11ncl Jllr11. 11enry' C. · 

·, Ltlwls or St. John!!. 
'Pile h0USll wus ' decorate<l tu phtll 

11u1t.l whlttl c11rnnal1011. The bride woro 
\ while 1:rti1H, tie chiuu anti c11rrk-d till 

\
arm l>ou,1uet or '!Illes wtd carana.tlons. 
'fhe r)ng scrylce wr111 u11e(l, Lhe Rev. ;a: S. NonhruJ) 01llclutlnl;'. . · . ' 

I ,\rter tl,e ceremony dinner wa:i serv­
ed 1,y Mis,i Kathryn LOHi,y, atter wlllch 

l i\fr. and Mr!!. Li:wh; de1rnn'"d for 
Grand Ravl,ltJ 11nd Oraud I-fovon. At­
Lor J1u1. 10 thuy will be at home llt 406 

' Chut·ch utreel, St. Johni;. 1 • 

I 011ly tho immediate rau1illei; were 
;pre~ent. Uolh Mr, n11<l Mrs. Lewiu 
,.graduated from the S L Johu11 high 
)~chool witlt the d11a11 or 1n7. Mrs. 
\ L'"wi,i i~ oue or ClllllClll cou11Ly'1;1 lUO!ll 
,I :JllCCe:rntul Leach.,,», while Mr. Lc\'.,'IS 
lts,_ii c1ly ma.JI carr10r lu Sl, Joh,'.1s . 

.., ··, .. ~-~ .. ,~('• '"""""' •'"fl ... ,, ...... _ 



,',........,,_ 

... 
! 

.. ;;•,:;_'ri,'.'.i\1·,-•~ ::, IIHIIII\, ( Ii 
01 ~ •;;;I ;,:· •i·;;~I;: 

t'l1111·I,,., ('ol" .ii ltil1•y 1111d .l1•1111i1• \'1111fl i>r·I 
11f ()Ii ,·.,; ulr10 Ht 1111• tH\1\lt \ linu: 1u11' p111t ·1•, 

~l11jur l,r1ri~ of lli11;.d111111 1111.t \,In l).,11d1·l 
uf llil••.1·. '!'hr• l111f•i<.\' r o11pl1,M r1•l111·111•d lo 
j ho· 1·,·1•icl1•111•p 11( 1 l,·r \' II 11f11·1·f. II lo1,11t. ii,.,, 
o ·l'l(wk P , ~I. wlwn• lh,·y \\•·n• ll11 •t. l1,Y II· 

looul lii irt .. Y fi l'i: r,·li1ti1·1·t1 o f .~I,· . 111111 .\lrn. 
t ', ('11\,. 1111d t ,ol,t,,,, 11111,!.-d II ii lo 1111, ,·lo u 11·-

1•ttt h\11dH ur 1·11t11 ld,•t1 in µ; 1·1•1\L ,du11 1t lnu,-.. , 
to ll'lold1 ,oil ,r.,,·,· it11·i l111I t,, p11rl11ku 1111d 

clid Hll i11 11 11111 1111,·r l1il-(ldy,·u111pli11wnl,11·~· 

t11 ,1,.• ,•111111,1,•M j11.t.,,i111( l,.r 1111• 11111111111~ ,,r 
•·11q •t.1· pl11l o,<i ,u11111 l11 !11• [111111d. 1\lr. 1111d 
~fri,. ('1, li• \\'P rn 111111•c•1·i11i1·11IH uf(lu•\ulluW· 

i1114 11rlid1•fi : ~Ir. n ,, d .\f1·N. f )1:,· \'11 1111,·, •t , 
tt11f , .. j \\'1·1' 1;111\' i"h llltd f11rl\ r-, , I·:,-, .. \'1111111•1•1, 

tnld1! dul h, t"ruil di,d1 u11d pni 1· towt:IH: 

\f1·. 111111 "l'M. l(11i1d t1 \' 1111llh·l 1p:1i rlu 11 1•l11; 

\Ii·. 111111 ,\Irr< .. \ . \\'hilako·r, p11ir ,·,t1t1111 

ll111111,•l11l11•1•l11: ~lr. 1111,I \Im. \'11ro"'.\' l',•11 r ,·1• 

'" l' ,SI' I'" rl111· 111111p; 11, ,,.,,.iJ .\ 11 i,· I '1 •11 1·1 ·c,, 
g l11 1i:-- l, 11 l t,·r d)r,11; . l1 1t,i1 • Pl'll!Tt', ~l111•0•1 

pid\lo dir,11: \ '11n1i1• l 1
1•111T1' .Ir. , g·old h,t 11d 

,li~lw~; Mn•.:--;_.\ . l',·11 1·1·1•,1~11ld l,1, 11d 111•,., .,1 

1,t,1 1,,. '1'1,.. n·l11lil •·",11f .\f r . (\11" did 110I 
n 111l1·1·tt t11 11d t.11,•n~ \ \ ' t• n · to l1t, pn•,~1·1\ t,. 

hn 1111{l1I 11r llwn· wn11\d l1 11ro lH11•1t t11c1ru 

l111 1 p r11l,11loly 11,..,.,. ll'ill 111• 11111n: 1111d 11ill 

1·11111,• j11 ., L 11H 11 1T1•1il11l1II' . . \1 ,0111 \111 ·..t,wl; 

1',q,I. 1\ly,•m 11 111ri:l 11•ol 11p 11 itli l1iH 1'11 . 11[ , 
-1 0 ntl 11 td 1•1· r H (11u11P hn,l iu lw clrnll eil 

l,111. 1n·11t f1·,•1•ly) 111 II ill'llll'oi 11illo lion·•· 

>4.1111tt 1111d lwu 11 ,i ll: p1111H 1111d 011" 1·c1wl ,nll. 
'1'111•,\" , ,1nx1•d" £1 °\\' f llfl t ':-i lllld g"ll\' I: t l1 1'1!I ' 

n 111~11,1,;c:l11·1•r>1 frn· I l11• lol11rl!1i11~ 1,ri,li-n, I l11·i1 
cl, ·1'111·1,•ol f11 r t l11•i1· l111111,·H f,,,·li11µ; 1111wl, 

lwtl,•1· I \11'1',<11 1111' (01 1to,•11· [1111 . 
1•:1.0. (:1: 1,: . 

( -· 

, n, X 
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1 Funeral Services 
' Held friclay For 

·Mrs.· :Major Lewis 
ncwUt--Corllst.a Hagadorn of 

J ,evcring, was united In marriage to 
MnJor Lewis In August, Hl21. The 
I<>liowing ycur Mss. Lewis was 
st.rlckeu wl t.h her first stroke of 
paralysis from whkll she never fully 
rncovererl. A .~econd stroke follow­
ed 11 few years lltler. For the p1tst 
venr slw hacl been confined 1,o her 
home mosL or I.he Lime. 

Wednesclay •mornlng, Jan.-22, 
ah011L 7 o'clock she suffe1·ect froru. 
nnoLher stroke, porsing 11.way -a 
::hort. time nflerwl\.rd, aged rtbout 60 
ve11rs old. Besides her llusl.lllnd she 
ls survived by step- son, Earl Lewis, 

' and s(C'p-do ughlcr, Mrs. Agnes 
, Lewis Wyman who had t.akcn care 
of her fo1• the pnsL yeitr, and one 
brother , Hitrold' Hagadon of De­
troit, and two aunts ln Datt.le Creek 
and HasLlngs. \ · 

Her furn: rol wns held from her 
late home on East Jefferson street 
J"riday aflcrnoon u,t 2 o'clock, Rev. 
G .'·S. Norl.llrup of SL. ,Johns officiat­
Jng. Burial in Dewitt cemetery. She 
w11.•; a member o f Dewitt, Clrnpteu 0. 
E S .. Dewitt Rebekah Jod1ie and De­
witt, Royal Neighbor Caml. Mrs. 
Leslle Gibson from near S ;_ Johns, 
1\nd Mr. and Ml·~. Henry Lewis of 
Bingham were frien\J.s from o. dis­
to.nce. 
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Development is covering the real olq stuff in -DeWitt 
By KENCOlN 

Who would've ever thought we'd live to see 
cross-walk signals at the intersection of US-27 
and Clark Road? And a mall? And five (count'em, 
five) traffic lights between Clark and Round Lake 
roads? 

I can't handle it. 
So what did we give up in exchange for this 

progress at the four corners? Well, not too much in 
recent years, but it's the old stuff, the very oldest, 
which concerns me. What time and nature have 
been so carefully burying over the past 150 years 
is now being plowed away be earth movers. 

Some of DeWitt's oldest residents will remem­
ber whe n Clark and US-27 was known as 
Livermor e Corners. That was a rather, recent 
name, given after US-27 was opened in the 1920's· 

. a nd a gas station sprung up. Prior to the turn-of7 
the-century, it was not a four corners at all. What 
is now US-27 was only open between Webb and 
Clark. The mile and half south of Clark Road, 
thou·gh the marsh, was merely a section line on 
the map. And north of Webb Road, the road did 
not pick up again until north of Round Lake Road. 

DeWitt Road was the main thoroughfare a nd 
stage route which conn.ected Lansing to St. Johns, 
viaDeWit:t. That is why it is called "DeWitt Road." 
__ A few of the earliest settlers to this.intersection 

commented (without giving any deta il) that 
Indians used the northeast corner for a camp. 
This was somewhat substantiated 20 years ago by 
the extraordinary amount of stone and pottery 
artifacL5 which were unearthed when the highway 
department was kind enough to carve out the road 
bed for US-127. Whatever may have been lefl at 
the corner itself has now been pretty much hauled 
away or paved over by the mall's parking lot. 

I believe the Samuel Smith family were the 
first settlers to occupy that corner. Later, and for 
nearly 100 years, it was known as the Livennore 
farm. 

The southwest corner was first settled about 
1850 by the Hockenbury family. Their house and 
barns faced Clark Road and were located on the 
small rise just west of the comer. This was later to 
be the Edwin Hewitt farm before ·it was split into 
small parcels. Later still came the Northway 
Sporting Goods'.store which remained in business 
until recent ye_ars. 

Both the northwest and southeast corners were 
settled in the 1840's by Edward A. Gunderman. 
The southeast corner offered little except a sharp 
decline into the marsh. The northwest corner, 
come to think of i t , didn't offer much better 
prospec·ts. Perhaps that's why it took the federal 
land office nearly 20 years to unload it. 

The property' on the southeast comer eventual-

ly became part of Paul Dunham's substantial 
(a lbeit untillable) fa rm. His house and barns were 
actually much further east on Clark Road near 
Gunnisonville. The old four-square house current­
ly at the corner (in front of the mobile home park) 
was build about 70 years ago and became the 
Bradley filling station after US-27 was put 
through. 

Gunderman's property on the northwest comer 
was eventually split into smaller parcels and per­
haps 40 years ago, a motel was built on the cor­
ner. This went though several ownerships and 
under several names. AU traces ofit, including the 
old Gunderman homestead, were r emoved several 
years back. 

A one-time feature of this intersection was a 
cemetery. Its exact location I have not been able to 
pin-point, but Alta Gunnison Pierce mentions in 
her 1939 essay of the area: "There was once a 
cemetery at Livermore corner, across from where 
Bradley's Oil Station is now .. ." This would indi­
cate the site where the old Northway store is now, 
but as there was no road there in pioneer times, I 
would tend to shove th e location a bit fu rther 
north to the vacant area between the former store 
and Clark Road. 

'•Those graves which could be identified were 
dug up probably 90 years ago and some were 
moved to the Gunnisonville Cemetery and others 

to DeWitt. (But that's another story .. ) 
And so, the reality that time races on. Though 

we humans tend to build things with the idea that 
it will last forever, like the cars which fly through 
that intersection a mile a minute, nothing 
remains the same - gone in a heartbeat. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's 
primary historian. 

Courtesy photograph 

I recognize some of the people but I can't place the house. Perhaps you can 
identify the location. Postmarked Sept. 30, 1911, it is a meeting of sorts of the 
OeWill Rebekah Lc.dge No 20 I O O.F. 
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Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of c . Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Marie Livermore- Oct. 5 , 1883 - Oct . 29, 1945 

Vincent Funeral Home Nov. 1st 1945 2:00 p . m. 
Rev . C . Harry Moon Gunnisonville Cemetery 

t- ; \J efc_lY\C){U!_ 

Pallbearers : Amos Cheney , Adam Rupp, David Stenze l , 
Abraham Smith , Fred Fairbanks, Charles Henning . 




