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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

The following essay was \Hillen by Agnes Pike 
SLei.nhardt, an early compiler of DeWitt area history 
and herself a Kr.a pp family descendent. 

Sarnue] Knapp, younges! c biJd of Samuel and Folly 
<Hines) Knapp, w as born in Richmond T ownship, On­
tario Co., 1'ew York, April 12, 1810. 

Lyd ia M2.racong, eldest child of J oseph and Polly 
(Bowers) Karacong, was born in Rich?J::ond Township, 
Ontario Co., New York, April 16, 1818. 

Tbey were married by Olivet Adams, justice of the 
peace, at Honeoye, New York, Sept. 26, lE:33. Soon after 
tbeir marriage they came of Michigan to visit Samuel's 
s ister, Lo\-ina .· .. who bad come to Michigan in J &32, 
locating in Washtenaw County. Samuel and Lydia 
returned to New York where they Jived until the fall .of 
1843 when, with five children, t.liey again came to 
Michigan to make 2 borne. They first setUed in the town 
of Atlas, Genesee county. : 

ln April 1845, they came to Clinton County to the home 
-of Samuel's sister, Lovina, wbo wit.h her busb2nd 
(Atwell Simmons) and two children bad emigrated 
from Washtenaw County ... in 183S. Samuel bad pur• 
chased I(; acres of land of his brother-in-law, Atwell, 
Joca!ed in Section 30 of Olivet Township. Upon this land 
be erec ted a log cabin. In the fall o! 1945. Samuel moved 
·hi.s family into their new borne. 

On May 3, 1852, Samuel purchased 80 acres o! land 
Jocated ili t.,e south;..•esf quar!er cf section 19 in O!ivet 
Townsh lp of Le\· j Brown . He resold the old 10 acres to 
Atwell Simmons and built a good-sized square house on 
the newlv-acauired iErm. This house was constructtd of 
Jogs ;;,·jtt-; a large f ireplace where lhe cooking and baking 
were done in pioneer style. Later, a Jear, -to was added lo 

·the entire length of the east side of lhe house, maJ.:.ing a 
kit chen and bedroom. (This homei:leaci "':as loca,ed al 
the present corner of Airport and Lehrr.2n r oads>. 

In this home were born to Samuel and Lydia Knapp, 
two sons 2nd a daughter making it a family of JI 
children. Bul, sooner or later heme ties must be broken. 

During the Civil W2r, John, at the age of 25, bade his 
parents, sisters, and brothers goodbye and went out it, 
answer to his country's call, never to return. He died at 
Bowling Green, Ken., in March of 1863. 

From this home too, thre-e daughter s were carried to 
their last res ting place. Sarah died of paralysi~ in 
March of 1862. Poiiy met a sade iate . She rode lo DeWitt 
with a friend whose name was George Cook of Gratiot 
County. While he allended some errznd, Polly was left 
·sitting in the carriage. The horses became frigh tened 
.and ran. Not having a bold on the reL'1s, P olly could do 
n olhing. When a t the foot of the g;ade north of tov,n (in 
·rront of the P ost Office on Bridge Street l s.he climbed 
o,•er the seat and jumped from the back of Lrie carriage 
striking her head against a large stone. She d ied soon 
aflerv;ards, Aug.4.1864. aged 19 years. Seventeen days 
later, Aug. 21, Mary, who had been stricken with dip· 
theria, passed away at the age of nir,e years. 

In 1871 or '72 a new frame ho:1se repiaced the Jog 
structure. The builder was John Madden . This bouse 
continued to be the home of Samuel and Lydia Knapp 
during tbe n,m2inder o f their lives. 

During the ezrliest )'ears, this couple endured mariy 
b;;.rdshlps of p ioneer life and experienced many of the 
j oys and sorrows wtiich come tc. those wbc bravely 
strive to make a home and rear a f;;.m iJy in a new ]and. 
Their declining years wi:re quiei anci peaceful, being 
cared for by their son, Ira and wife. who lived very, near 
them. Samuel passed a way in Dec. o! 1894. aged 84 
years. Lydia followed him 13 mor,tl,s later &t ~he a.gc of 
78. All L'.at was mortal of these no:,ie p ione-ere was laid 
t.o rest in the DeWitt Cemetery beside their chudren who 
bad p.eceeoed them. 

Agnes Steinhardt 
Jan. 24, 1938 

The Iami!y of Sc.muel and Lydia Knapp included: 
WilJiam He:iry Harrison Knapp ( Jf.3-5·1931), Huldan Ann 
Knapp Goodell 083i·1923), Johr: DHid Knapp 0838· 
1863), J oseph Berney Knapp os.;e,..192,J, S::muel Mark 
Kn2pp 0842-1922·1, S.1c:-2h An n Kn«pp , JS4i-::8C2 •. Ira 
Monroe Knapp (]8$0-jS2.; ). GeorF Wzshir.glori Kr,;;.pp 
0853-1936 i. J\lary Eih:cbe th t:r;c.~p <l 855·l8-541. and 
Ezr2 F'r2nh Knapp <18:>6·l 919 J. 
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Clinton County Sesquicentennial 
·Atwell Simmons first settler in Ri·ley Township 

Editor's Note: In celebration of /he sesquicenten­
nial of Clinton County, /he Clinton County News in 
cooperation with the Clinton County Historical Socie­
ty and Clinton County Archives will present weekly 
features about individuals and happenings in Clinton 
County from years ago. 

Following is this week 's feature, written by Ken 
Coin, about A/well and Lovina (Knapp) Simmons. 

By KEN COIN 

The first settlement in what would become Riley 
1 Township began in the summer of 1836 when Atwell 
Simmons made a trip from his home in Salem, 
Washtenaw County to the Scott settlement on the 
Looking Glass River. 

He made the tri p with the intentions of surveying 
the surrounding country side in hopes of locating 
some favorable governmental land. 

His wife had given him explicit instructions that 
any land he considered for a new home should con­
tain a good sugarbush and be in close proximity to a 
lake, a throw back to her girlhood days spent near 
Honeoye Lake in Ontario County, New York. 

A TWELL WAS impressed with the land near the 
"Scotts." The parcels he noted and eventually pur• 
chased from the, government land office at 
Kalamazoo on July 30, 1836, lay in Riley and Olive 
townstJips. 

He was also able to oblige his wife's requirements 
as Muskrat Lake was but a short distance off and the 
sugarbush which was on the tract would later gain a 
reputation as one of the best in southern Clinton 
County. 

Atwell Simmons was born in Bristol, Ontario Coun• 
ty, New York on Sept. 26, 1806, the son of Ephriam 
and Lydia (Bowen ) Simmons. 

His entire youth was spent in that region and in 
November of 1830 he was married to Lovina Knapp. 

She was born on May 22, 1805, at Nassau, 
Rensselaer County, New York, the daughter of 
Samuel and Polly (Hines) Knapp. As a young gir l, 
her parents had moved to Ontario where the re· 
ma ind er of her youth was spent. 

IN 1832, Atwell and Lovina moved to Michigan ter• 
ritory, settling in Salem Township. Here, two 
ch ildren were born to them, George Riley and Amina 
Louisa. 

In November of 1836, after proper preparations, 
the Simmons family sci out in a wagon, drawn by ox• 
en, with one cow lied to the rear of the wagon box. 
Rcg;i rding their early life in Riley Township, the 
following was written earl y in this century by their 
gre.it-granddaughlcr, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt. 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH ol lhe descenoents ol Atwell and Louina (Knapp) Sim­
mons was l akcn in Riley Township in 1900. Standing (lelt to right): Jerome 
Dills. Estella (Cook) Dills, George R Simmons. Elizabelh (Tucker) Simmons. 
Edna (Randall) Pike. Agnes (Pike) Steinhard t. unknown, unknown. Marc D.L. 

G. 
-"-. 

f 
Photograph courtesy Faye Hansen Public Library --c) 

Cutle r, Maud (Randall) Culler . Sea ted (lell lo right) : Amo1i B. Cook. David Scott --c.; 
Pike. Viola (Cook) Pike. Ella (Simmons) Pike. Ida (Cook) Randall, Amina (Sim-
mons) Cook. unknown. Millard Filmore Pike. 



J 
"The roads were in a terrible condition and the ox­

, en were often mired. After a six day Journey they ar­
rived in DeWitt. Leaving-his family with William 
Webb and his wife who lived about a mile west of the 
Scott settlement, Atwell went on to cut a road 
through the forest and to build a log" cabin for a home. 

THIS CABIN was 14 by 16 feet, built without boards 
or nails. Logs were fastened together with wooden 
pins. A shake roof was bound on with pol~s. A pun­
cheon floor of split logs with a space In front of a 
large fireplace, filled with clay for a hearth and with 
a quilt hung in place for a door, -Atwell brought his 

. family home. . 
The time required to build this crude cabin was 

less than two weeks. Later, a door was made of the 
dry goods-box in which their goods were packed 
while moving.- · · 

Here, In an unbrokeh wilderness, with many wild 
animals about and only Indians for callers, Atwell 
began clearing tbe land. Water was o!>talned from a 

. spring .a short dfstanc~ west of the cabin. 
One day the little boy, George, was sent to _the spr­

ing with a small pail for water. He soon ran-.back to 
the cabin exclaiming, 'l fouqd a )jtUe doggle but 1t· 
ran a:way and wouldn'~ play with me.' ·· · · 

THB P AR~NTS soop learned that it was _a wolf In-
stead of a dog-, _ 

With no fences, the cattle often _strayed · some 

\.; . ~., . -..; 

Loulna (Knapp) Simmons 

) 

distance from the cabin. One night, Livona went in 1882 when they retired to DeWitt. 
search of the cow and became lost in the woods. She They had two children who lived to maturity, 
found a tree which had fallen and become lodged in Hiram Atwell Simmons and Ella (Mrs. Millard 
another. Climbing this tree she waited the coming of Filmore Pike). . ·· .. 
day break. Towards morning she was startled by the Amina Louisa Simmons, ·a- mere· infant of four 
sound of a gun. Fearing Indians, she remained quiet months when her parents brought her to· Clinton 
until the !Jgh_ts came near. Then, she wa,s overjoyed County, married a young mari .from an adjoining 
to find that her husband and another pioneer were homestead, Amori B. Cook on-Sept. 20, 1853: · 
searching for her.'~. ' ___ He had come with his · parents, Joseph and 

Atwell held many positions in local affairs, Charlotte (Herrick) Cook to·RiJey in 1840, · 
especially the schools of which he was a generous His father had, however, made an earlier ap-
benefactor. Lovlna is credited with· giving Riley pearance in 1838 at which ttme he purchased the land 
Township its name. She used the same as a middle and built a log· house. Following their' marriage, 
name for her son, George Riley Simmons. Amor! and Amina occupied a log cabin on t_he Cook 

Atwell died in Riley Township on Oct. 27, 1881, and homestead. . · · 
Lovina remained there until the time of her death ori . Their homes Improved with time and they remain• 
April 30, 1891. . · ed on this homestead until their deaths.- They had 

GEORGE R. SIJIMONS who had come to Clinton three daughters who grew· to adulthood, E. Estella 
County ·with his parent~ at the age of four, married (Mrs. Jeroine Dills),.Ida 0. (Mrs. William Randall), 
his former school teacher, Elizabeth Tucker on Dec. and Viola H. (Mrs. David Scott Pike). . · 

:21, 1853_. 0
' • -· · - • · • , • . Atwell ·and Lovlpa, (Knapp) Simmons we_re both 

· She had come to the area In 1850 with her pare_nts, ·members of-a large complex family network which 
Hiram, ana Liley (Smith) 'l'ucker. ·Followil)g_ ~eir extended back to_ Piu-ltan·.New England (perhaps 
marriage, George and Elizabe~h took over P.art of his . ·earlier). · . . · , · · · -· 
parents'. homestead, the portio~ which lay _In 'Ol!ve · INTEB/JIARBL4GB WITHIN the extended family, · 

. Township ~pd remained t~ere first in a small_ abaii- · typic~ ot many early A!p,fr\caii _families, _ was com-
doned log cabln:and later m a fine-frame house until monplace: Atwell's father wed, for a · second ma_r-

~ • • ._ • .. ., ' • ~· • •• :· • ' • ·,, • ,. • 1, 

r. 

) 

riage, Lovina's aunt and Lavina's cousin married 
Atwell's sister . 

The practice perpetuated onto Atwill! and Lovlna's 
descendants as··"iheir grandson, Hiram Simmons, 
married Atwell's brother's step-daughter, Carrie 
Swift; their granddaughter, Viola Cook married ber 
own second cousin (and. a foster son of her father's 
sister) David Scott Pike, also a granddaughter of 
Atwell and Lovlna and the practice, perhaps, con­
cluded In the Dec·.13, 1005, marriage of the Simmons' 

,great-grandson,_ George S. Pike,_ to another ·great-
·grandchild, Edna Randall. ·· · · 

Now, . while all ·ot. this may sound like - a 
genealo_gist's nightmare, ii ls· presented here as an 
example of normal family ties In 19th centµry Gllnton , 
Cw~~ ~ - . · 

Equally, it is an Important concept to ~emember 
when researching any aspect o,f, early Clinton County 
history. The main reason, .however, Is that people . 

- came to this county or reloeated'w_ithln It because of" 
family COQne_ctlo~s, often hidden by the pass!Jlg. of 
generations. ·.·:, .• ·---·_ . ,, · · '·. ·,·· ,·.' .. · 

Atwell and t:hin.a, Sµrimons . were also lmpo_i'lant' . 
pioneers within the.Jr own·_ ~icten~ed fa~lly as tbe 
first toiome to Clinton'Co~nty, Many other closfand 
distant branches of the S!nimons· azid Knapp families 
wolild follow iheti-lead. ':° • <' ·_ • ' ✓- .. • , •• • • 

.; •. ·.-.,~ . __ ,.,.-, . • ,.1-.. ·• 

. . ;~» . ·.,,_· . ~ 
~i!:-;. 

( . ,, . : i 
:· ·., , . 

• I ·, 
-';· 

,. 

. . . • 

;Jtr~!'l~uty~~~u.tt!HJ\~!~;~a1_1e,!1».·?::-:-.. 
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OBITUARY. 
I 

Died. at her home in Olive Sunday,I 
February 18th, 1000, Ida Hale Knapp, 
wifo or Samuel K napp. She was born 
iu Uir:-.:ha 111 low 11~luµ, C lioton county, 
Mich, .·\ U!!USt :lrd 1832. She .vas 
marri,·d tu S M. l(oapp. of Olive towo­
Ahil', S,·pt,·•ulw r ~!llb, 1877. and hae ova r 
siuco lit'L'C ;1 re.;ident of Ol ive. Three 
childn·n "·ere horc to them, but all died 
in iufaocy. Her health bae been very 
poor fo r sev(!ral years from a cornplica • 
tion of disc-at1es. She leaves a husband, 
a u adoptt:d daughter, father, mother, 
brothe r aod sietors He r fune ral wae 
he ld at her late home Tuesday, February 
20, 1000. Interment in De witt cemetery. 

Oh these parti1.>g scones will eod f 
SomA s weet day byo and bye. •. 

We s hall gather lrieud witb lriend, I 
~ur.ne t1 woet da y b •o und bye, 
There hc.:rvro uur iul11or•~ throoe 
When tbe mish 1wd cloud• hue flown 

We s hall knowo n• we ttro lrnown ' 
Somo d WOt>t Juy byM a nd bye. 



I Dien, at ·her homti in Tiile,v 1.h>n~'I", 
' Dec. 24, 1894_,.o.ff.er gre,it. Puffering r.,~n 
rbeumu.tic and ~,rncerou15 Affection, ftuey 
W., wifo of J. B.,.Knnpp. Lucy W. ijood 

' was born in · 'Port Clintou\~t tawa 1co .. 
Ohio, in 18¾5. A't the agii]. U ·,t;A.rs 

: ebe accompaoioo hPr panil1;~ to ,lill'y, 
Clinton Co, MH:h. Mnrch a·r~,'1867, she 
wa j ma rricd to .Joseph B:_··Kna~. ·of 
jOI . Soon 11.ft.er m11.rriag" thP,v 
fi . li-,v where tlicy have airice res ~-
1 e childrr.o were bom to themF,.:O '. 

tl:e bu1,1ba11a a11d father ·stil~·­
. The decea~d bore he~-uff~rlb1 

great pa.tience. She , a kind 
ghbor, a true wr.P, motbe .: 'n,1 frien~. 
r motto was eit~er to Apeak well of.

1 
ople or say notinng of them at, all, ;· 

· o~pitable, loyul aud steadfMt t-0 bPU 
. 'ead1<; many wilt 1011g remember the· 
' appy hours puBtle(}.iu !Jer Rociety. JIAr 
·re !Jae beeu oue largely devoted to home 

and domeAtic duties, aud . iu her deoth 
the children have lost a true mother. 
Dot may they fil)dcoosolation tbntin the 
fut,ure te;vond tl1e wreck of ~·ears aud the 
grave they sha,11 meet her ll~ain. Ev~r 
will her nien'inry li11ger -in t -hn lteurt~ ' 
of her f1;i11!.!,.rlt1 'at1 -.one who having· 
to,:live g-lorl"l'l'Q~ Life .anrl buviuu; to dje 

011quered DPo-t!J. ~nee deotll is but 
~ ~i:<>P~ of a fl°.''"' r,j!rut _.he mor~ 
pN1C1ou11 Wit u.f61·o~nlftm~~ 

· Her funeral wa,:1 held at• .tlu, i 1• -~ 
cbnrcb in l>PWitt-, Wed-sd11~·. w)lich · 
largely attcm<lt>d'. flev. Cl1arlee i 
from Lansing officiating . . The rem · · 
wer!J _laid to ree!,in_pP~f:metery . . 
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OLIVE. 

Obituary-_Unlce A. Knapp. 
Unice A. Williams was born ln De• 

wltt, April 12, 1862, and died in Olive 
townshltl, July 6, 1914, at the age or 
62 years, 3 months and 23 days. In 
December, 1-876, she was united ln 
marriage to Chism M. Vall, and to this 
union were born !Ive Children, two 
departing this life In.childhood. Mr: 

I 
Vllll lllll\l!Cd uwuy In 18!18, and In the 
yeur of 1904, 11he wµs 11galn united Ju 
marriage to Samuel M. Knapp or Olive 
townshlJI, where she has 11lnce, resided. 
Beside her husband and two daui;lt_ 
ters, Mr11. li'lora McGuire, of JoJllet, 
ill., and Mi11s Nellie Vall wl•o reside11 
at home id one son, Fred of Dewitt, 
She is su lved by three sisters, Mrs. 
Edith Mc ilntock of Wisconsin, Mrs. 
ll,llen Stam11fly of Gunnlsonvllle and 
Mrs. Minnie Lapham of Olive Cente1; 
three brothers, Ogden of Kentucky, 

I 
George and Ed. of Dewitt with a host 
or other relatives and rr4ends to mourn 
their loss. She was a kind wife, 
mother, sister, and friend, loved and. 
respected_ by all who knew her, always 
ready to lend a helping hand in time 
of need. What higher tribute can we 
pay to her memory than this "The 
world Is better for her having lived In 
It." The bereaved friends have the sym­
pathy of all In their g:reat sorrow. We. 
may V(ee.{) with them but cannot con• 
sole. The funeral services were held 
at the home on Thursday afternoon 
at 2 o'clock with a large attendance. 
She lay in a beautiful caskjjt covered 
and surounded with lovely _nowers. 
Rev. Fisher of Dewitt officiated. In• 
termeot ~as made in Dewitt cemetery. 
c(t., ~ 1-----­
,y,\/uLIVE GRANGE. 

J· 
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Clinton Resident 
For 77 Years Is 

Buried Saturday 
Mrs. Alice Culp Knapp, 81, widow 

of the late S. M. Knapp and a Clin­
ton county resident 77 years, was 
buried at Dewitt Saturday, July 5, 
1930. Services were conducted at 
the Dewitt Community church by 
Rev. G. S. Northrup. 

Alice L. Culp was born In Y'lrk , 
state August 8. 1848, and died at the : 
home in Bingham township July 2, 
1930. at the age of 81 years, 10 
months and 24 days. At the age of 
4 years she came with her parents, 
Mr . and Mrs. John Culp, lo their 
home in Riley township. She had 
resided in Clinton county since that 
date. She was united in marriage 
to S. M. Knapp and to this union : 
on e son , Charles was born. The hus- J 

hand and SOil had precedC'd her in 
death, al.so h er father and mother. ·

1 She leaves one grandson and two 
brothers, John who lives on the old 
homestead and Dr. Geo. Culp who 
Jives on the old Swain farm. Her 
father died while in the service in 
the Civil War in 1861 of typhoid 
fever, leaving her mother to rear 
11er family of three ch ildren . 

C\il',,\ . Co lef'l'l€-v-.>~ 
1 -10 _,q ~O 



· sc'',ool ncnr Lhe bm,k o,f Muskrn~,, 
lake on 1\1:J,rch 27, 1874, when Olive : 
grn nge wacll orgJ1,ni-11P.d. He bec11,me1I 
one of the :19 chn.rle r members nn<I, 
was :tlso e loctecl to be tha tirsl.,! 
,cer.re tary of the grnuge. I 

In later life, despite hill adva nced 1 
age, 'Mr. Knapp r cta,ln ed h is ln­
l.errst. In communt~y affairs a nd '. 
was pa.rt.icularty roncl or lnsLi:uctinJ 
yrJ,1ng pe(;)ple. He was u.ctive in 
Sund'/ly school endeavors and work­
ed with and for the -young p eople 
er Lhc community. In his younger 
days he taugl'rl. district school for a 

I . 
numlJcr of years. 

· Althongh hr. had been iu (ailing 
health since 1928 Mr. Knapp's death 
occul'l'ecl ,rnt.her unr,xpectcd ly. H1' 

I °"EATU Cl .1.11P.s ":rg~~'";oo;~o!·~:;!:::;h \,!;::\:~et);: 
' u. 2 n RI 111 ~~~· ;.ets~:·,:,t t,;:·,>:~3

' h ; '.)(~,:~ 

I ~.nEn p1011EEnlgdh1ir with 'frank Uubhanl, 8'.i, of 
·1 11 ti IJ I 11 n I :~~::tt. antl r. w. I Baldwin, 8l, of 

--- Wio\5 about _the bou:,e as u~ual Sun-

I 
Wm. H. Knapp of Dewitt Was day mornmg :tnd .~ecmed to tie 

. . · feeling betl.(:r than orclina.ry. Arter 
Clinton Resident for 87 ! eating his brealtl'>.\st. he laid .down 

, Years; Rites Tuesday I to rest and never awa,kened. 

I ' Few people knew mote of th e 
\ early h i5tory or Clint.on count.y 
,'
1
than dld Willlani"·- H. Knapp, ngcd 
95, who spent; ~yenrs of hls llfP. 
n~ a rcsWent o f Rllcy, Olive and 
DcwiLt t.owHship~, 1,nd posscd away 
a,l, ll a .. m. Guncta.y , June 11. 1931, 
in Ilic village of Dewitt. Funeral 
s•arviccs were condnolccl by R;;v. 
•'f!1umas Toy o.t tile Communlt,y 
church n.t :l o'clock Tuesday aftei·­
noon and b1:rinl was mo.de in the, 
Dewlbt. cen1ct..cry. 1 

Born ln New York stale January 
Lfl, rn:rn. Mr. Kn1tpp co.me west with 
hls parents at I.he age of 8 years· 
and located in Clint.on county when I 
th is part of Michigan was prnc- I 
tlcally a. 1vilderncss. He gnlned: 

l 
prominence ns a young man enrl 
wan rlrclcd Lownsl1lp clerk of Olive 

1

, 

in 1864. Ten yen.rs .in.ter be wns 
•·chosen. supervi s0 r of Riley town- I 
. ship and served in that capacity; 
, over a perh1rl ot' years. 1 

· W illi nm 1-I. l~no.pp wos present: 
! \\·hen a g:roup of Olive l.ownshlp 
\:.§:ltl:t,ens asS<'mbled at the -1"111skn1.t 

·"'"~'~ .. t~ (£ J;'\ • , , ·I 1 

' ' -----·· (~ ~f ( ,!;'- ·"ii,, 
, ._• Mrs. Sylvrstcr Uurbai1kY ')i.7. dice! 
.~1_:~~~~?~-~:~~~_r_/2_:_/ 1t," .I)~~ 
}1£:.:. ,.-.,J,,Ut;~ ...... .:.f;L..-:h.u-lf lJJ • .,J -..:1 • . •·')f"'\ , t.,',:, 1 

!'~·u 



• March 3, 1949 

DeWitt Woman 
Dies From S1iroke 

lkWitt-Lyclia Jane Knapp, 
claui,hter of the !ale William H. H. 
,u u.l Manha Van Dyke Knapp, was 
born in Olive Towllship July 20, 
llJ65. Sh-e wa,; married July :!O, 
l&ll'I, to Sa111uel Tubbs of O vid, who 
passed away many yt:ars aw.o. She 
h:,d bec11 a res ident or DeWitt for 
nc.,ny yc,1rs. 

I•'riduy ultct noo1~. F<'b. 25 she 
w«s round 011 t.111: floor of her home 
by D a nit.:! Ellwanecr, who called to 
cl<:livcr milk. She WU::, llllCOllS(;lO\lS 

and had su.ffcrecl a s troke. ~he 
w,1s takl-n to Clinlon Memorial 
ho5pital l,ut was pronounced deacl 
U))uil arrival there. The body was 
rc,tunrcd l.u Vinc;;n t's funeral hollli, 
wh~r c funeral ~crvi<.:es were held 
Mo11day at. 2:00 o'cloek. Rt:v. Har­
ry Moun 01flc1,,ted. 

Cas ke t. bearers were cousin , of 
tile ctcc;,•a::,<•cl: S idney Bulle::;, K cnh 
Uull(•~. Thero! Jac:kwa_y, Mtddc 
T h uma, Harry S ,nlth, :rnd Lymall 
Youn~. 

Silt was lni<I Lo r e!iL in DeWitt 
cemetery bes ide hw· father, mother 
:met brother. She is survived by 
one Sisler, Mr::;. Loretta Pen-y of 
Grand R ,ipicb, two n ieces, Mrs . 
Theron E merson of Williams ton 
and Mrs. Chas. Mc:Clung or L:,n­
~mg-, besi(lcs n;iany cousins. 



uew1tt rememoerea: 

THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN from Clinton Street looking south towards "Uptown•. This is north Bridge Street, 
the scene of DeWitt's first-recorded fatal~y. On the far right the post office would later be built in Easton's gar­
den plot. On the left, Eleanor McKinney's current home. An obvious feature of the picture is the straight white 
sidewalk. One of DeWitt's first, it connected the churches with the cemetery north of town.Courtesy photo. 

DeWitt's first 
big accident 
was .a tragedy 
By KEN COIN 

I must have been out of town the day they 
dubbed the corner of Washington and Market 
streets "Dead man's Curve". Nice of someone to sac­

' rifice themselves so that we could have such a mar­
velous tourist attraction. 

I supposed it could have received the name 
because of either the funeral home or the jail being 
located at the crest of the hill. But, I think we all 
prefer to think that some anonymous teen angel, 
going a mile-a-minute, littered the river bank with . 
himself and his '52 Bel Air. · ' 

However, I don't know of anyone who even suf-· 
fered so much as a slipped clutch on that curve. 
There was, of course, that nasty incident with Vicki 
Willits who wiped out on her bike (all speed - no 
control). Serious enough for Vicki, even more seri­
ous for the Tooth Fairy who had to pay up big time, 
but hardly worthy of a name as drastic as Dead­
man's Curve. 

From a truly historical perspective, if a map of 
DeWitt's local attractions were to include mention 
of any ghastly death scenes, by rights the stretch of 
Bridge Street pictured here should get the award. 
After all, it's the location of De Witt's first recorded 
traffic fatality and it happened right here on 
"Deadgal's Grade", 

It was August 4, 1864, the fateful) day when 
George Cook and Polly Knapp came rolling into 
town in George's carriage. Needing to attend to an 

. errand uptown, he parked his rig facing north 
along the side of Bridge Street, Glorge got out, but 
Polly remained in place, perched high and proud in 
the buggy. It wasn't every day a young girl could be 
seen about town in anything more stylish than the 
family's ox cart, and she wanted to make sure 
everyone got a good long look at her. 

Glorge was Polly's new beau and they planned 
to be married. Her parents, Samuel and Lydia 
(Naracong) Knapp thought George :was a fine snag. 
They already knew two men in DeWitt by that 
same name and both of them were fine chaps. 
There was, after all, a certain comfort in name 
recognition and George Cook (even if this one was-

from Gratiot County) 
would dci nicely for their 
Polly. 

, Perhaps it was a sud-
den noise or perhaps 

1 Polly opened a parasol 
, to block the sun. What­
: ever the cause, some-

thing spooked the horse. 
It bolted and began to 
run. Poor Polly was 
nearly thrown from the 
seat but she dug her 
heels into the floorboard 
and gripped the dash. 

In half an instant the 
1 runaway buggy had 

passed the Baptist 
Meetinghouse. As it 
began down the hill, 
;Polly decided to make a 
jump for it. When the 

! carriage had reached 

Madison street she had 
managed to climb over 
the seat and with a 
leap! But when she hit 
the ground her h_ead 
struck a rock in the 
roadway. Pretty Polly 
Knapp was dead. It was 
devastating blow to her 
parents. The year previ­
ous, Polly's older broth­
er John had been killed 
in the war at Bowling 
Green, Kentucky and 
the year before that, her 
sister Sarah had died at 
home of a mysterious 
paralysis. And now 
Polly ... But the sorrow 
was not to end here for 
the Knapp's. A mere 17 
days later Polly's 
younger sister, nine 
year old Mary, died of 
diphtheria. 
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DeWitt remembered: 

A RARE VIEW of the pioneer log cabin and plank barn of the Knapp family_. It's location was on the east side 
of Airport Road, one-hall mile north of Chadwick Road. Photo by George S. Pike. -

·"Cabin fever" .isn't what 
. ' 

' . 

it used to be in· DeWitt 
By_KENCOIN by tree. They were about 30-inches long and were 

laid on the large (roof) poles. The floor was made 
I've had enough winter. I'm beginning to show of planks split from logs." 

signs of cabin fever · that is; a little squirrlier "We had no stove and no fireplace at first. We 
than usual. The term "cabin fever" is derived from made a fire (in the cabin!) by laying green logs one 
~cenes such as that above: A house b~t fqr two, on another against the green log walls of the 
inhabited by 12, located smack-dab in the middle house and making the fire against the green logs 
of nowhere. Now, let's add oµr fourth month of till a thaw when father got clay and made a fire­
snow, another new baby, no pasta or chocolate in place." 

the cupboard, the horse and grandma are both in "Father had six men working on our house and 
the barn, dead, waiting for the ground to thaw d 
and we've had beans, hoecake and -fatback for in six weeks it was ready to move into. We move 
every meal since the Christmas goose got picked in the evening and before we had the doors and 
clean. In short, we've Jong since gone over the windows in. They hung up buffalo robes that 
edge. By now we're a mass-homi_cide just waiting night. When we got up in the morning there had 
to happen. been a heavy snow storm. When w~ pusl,ed the 

But, you know what? They endured it just fine buffalo robe to one side to look out, the snow tum­
and actually enjoyed themselves in the process.' bled in the house in great shape." 
Why? Two undeniable truths: First, they were William further relates that the family received 
better people than we in terms of fortitude. their first house guests that same morning in the 
Second, ignorance is bliss. Never underestimate form of five local Indians: Conobwa and 
the truth and power of that last sentence. These Concobenori (as he spells it) the chiefs from the oli 
pioneers who spent one winter after another in Indian village of Wabwahnahseepee, along with 
cramped cabins watching their children cough Tom Cobenon, Potash and Shantcunigan . 
themselves to death (quite literally) had absolute- William's mother, Lydia, had never seen the local 
ly no idea that life held any alternatives. natives before and was rather a nervous hostess, 

But as to this little cabin in particular, William cooking up a storm to keep them happy. 
HH Knapp, of whom I've written before, was a · · 
young lad of nine when he accompanied his family William's family lived in this cabin with eight 
to Clinton County. They lived their first year here . children (count 'em, eight children!) for about 
in a "crude" cabin at the Simmons homestead seven years. In 1852 Samuel, the father, pur-
until early in the winter of 1845 when the chased a homestead of his own (the home above 
"refined" cabin (pictured here) was built. I will let had actually been located on his brother-in-laws' 
Mr. Knapp tell of his boyhood home in his own , farm) at the northeast corner of Lehman and 
words: .:. · . _; ,: .: .. 1 l . . . ._ .J~fPO[t T<?~ds _(!a~'!1: th~ Phillips faTTT1). 'I'.h.ere ~e 

"The house must be built in·a hurry and could .'ebtultaJarger cabm wn1ch he then filled with yet 
not be very elaborate. He had very little help if three more children. 
any from the saw mill. There were no joists, no Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's · 
rafters, no roof boards, no sawed flooring." primary historian. His column appears here twice 

"The shingles or 'shakes' were split from ~ near- monthly. .---------
• • . ~.- • • • •. • •• , , . •• ,.,. - ,-- .... ~ · ·.,ll, ,1/,, ,IJ,:~ .... i•,flk.•--- - ....... ;1;...,.,._._ _____ • _ _ __ _ ,· ~·-
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. ·· :J~~E.b-aWit{remembered: 
• ..-.'I.:~- ·_ 'I i$::::x)c'-: "·· ' :z ...... _ _._g _. __ __ ~ -~-- •, 

, 8·DaWiti-Bath.'RavieY(JNovember ;30, 1992 J,,i,: , ' .· . :, · · .:. · · · 
'? 

•r. 1~\r;!:{ . .. ' • :'.,. ,·( ~ -~ : : c_;,-:; ·"1:,~.~-~ ~-?,,,"; •/l ., .,:"'.. · ~ · >, 

! · · MA.-AND MRS. DAVID SCOTT,PIKE{"Scott:-ano:·()ia:") awkwardly pose for a photo in front of their Chadwick 
;Roa~. ~!lrm. in Riley (no~ tM2ichke. Farin)._ H; '~J.~~.t~}ravelling photographer. Photo courtesy of Gerald Pike. 

) 

;Coin gives mind-bending example 
;of DeWitt's intricate family ties . 

_, .:.. _;f •t:·. 
~ l ! ·::,·:-

f )!last week I mentioned the intricate network Who's got a headache? Raise your _hand. 
of faip.ilies ~es ~ -old DeW.itt.,.; Well, a w¥le Edward settled in southern Michigan but his 
backt:~eddie (Tingay) Ford ~te· me·~ npte wife was connected to DeWitt because she was 
asking for som~ informa~on ?n how her an~s- ·. an Utley. Their son Addison (a veteran of the 
tors were related to DeWitt pioneers- So! untill . . , Toledo War) came to DeWitt and married an 
hav_e a c_hll!lce to help her out, the followmg se;e-: · ' . Antoinette Alexander nym north of town and 
~ano WI~ jllustrate wha~ I meant v.:hen I s111d, •they settled here. Their descendants apparently 
Eve_ry time someo~e tri~d to put it down °~ · .had a dispensation to marry outside of the fam0 

pa~r a blood ve_ssle_ m their brain wou_ld burs~ : .. ily; their daughter Ada married Edward Bedell 
f ay attention now, ca'use rm ·only gouig to gii .. ,. and some des~ndants might stil! be located in 

~ugh tb.i~ mind-bender once. Then I'm going ' Bath or Lansing-. . 

to\~ ave to ~ea nil!\ · , ·. : . ' ·· :· Nothinge\ccitingthere-butgetoutth~aspi-·. the . . •\. .. ,' . .. . . . . ; •.'• ·• rin for this last one .;. ,_ .. ,. , ,--~ ,v .. "',. _ ..• 

; ~eri,~~-~{J1:1i8:rJJf:;~~i .: r -:.,· · NiJici,·A(~Jl!arrii M~1ti P~~•[raii:Jt/;. 
C~~-?i'h!>'liad !e~n,~y, ~ov~ _ther~ ~m ~VJ- . '- the same Utley family that Edward Gook mar-, 
~~-~I-~igail :WjlS a Williams;ap<i a~;~ · tjed into) and theyfol)Qwed Q,.e J]tJeys p;oi:pY~-

f'de~dant of:Roger ~~~s,' t;h~-$ep11r11~~ ·· mont .to D~Witt'in th,? 1'840's. Their .. di).uglitet 
V ~P.9l!tP9v, Winthrop s Pil~_kicked ,®;t, 1J_f .', -; · ~ta married Pavid Scott, Jr., a son ofDeWitt's. . 
f the M.~sa;!iuset?.~tf~lonyand the fo~der~--,~- founder- Jll!,~ t!i,~,';Scoi so.11·~;4' M,qQ!lju,, 

I ~IX1,~ • , ,,, ,,;;,,,~ • ~COIT·'\:f:~~\J,rl;(bUt~'tlit!~s ry~~P(jijiW.,l~ 
), ·t · ';,'fn,"';;, -. ~ •· :-. :"'"'I;<....:.. , -1~"!".i~ -~:1, "flolalt'a1s'.-$0~~es~.di yowf~~i@fi.'ttl 

f
., ' s ...... e,ve•~ t- . }i' h - .. "ti ' , .:· 'fri•...,,,1•· ·ca.. 
r. e~' 'Ji, , ' - :·to, cutreii.t :DeWftt:':'~ .• '.: . -prr> ans v, o.:w.ere ; .,ea,out to.. "'.'~- . a . . 
.• ~:r.~~Tose'ili,•.'f'Awam.". d .N , . .Alta: ·_, ''';'~'i-' f.apiJ'\t:P,ne~Mo,re~s,w41.5DaV1dSc9~~e; 
'"~ ·"J- • ' :I? .. ~M"-'1"~f~.::tr-•·~~ "•ii'• '-•~H• 'ii' ' (see ,up above), ::Anoaier was Millarilo,F'i).rilore,. . 
t"'· .. :'Jlie;·orilej~•i iJl.ilf•tjielve;>mani.~.: ::: ' Pike: ·who was ·rarsed ·'by hj~ father's coiis;n, · 
fJam~C&lir'an..Sli(medin•NewYorltatatebut : ·.it Amotj 9ook. ~llard ll!ter married ,Amori's 
4her li'utband artd-chn,dreri icon moved to Micl41'.\' .: / \\jfe'a neice; Ella Simmons. Ella't mother-was 
,:lgan and iiejlleiU.l; Eaton'.Riipids. Her.10,n m,a;; • ;;,_. li~~J a¥i~ ich!l(liuacher (now the~•s .. e: n;w. 
ried a,Naracong (a,mter~'the ?jmcon_gs ,mij.}\ ~ twist). ~illard and °tlla's son George mamed 

.. Knam,sofDeWitt) an4 ty,,6-ofher gr,~dchildren· '! ~: Edna ~dall, ~ori and Amina's ~~~daugh-
Smarried 1iirte. another:' ').'heir decendants, ·the · ter. Amina's parents (Ella's grandparents) were -
ijTingaya, latei'•mo-v~cl-to-;I>eWitt. ·' • . ' •. C Atwell ~d Lovina (Knapp).s~.ons;•(Riley 
t cit!·, ,, .••,, .. , .. , . , . . , · township I first settlers). Lovma s br~ther 
I Joseph and his family moved to DeWitt about :' . Samuel married one of the Naracong sisters flrid 
p840 and, settle<tnorthwest· -of town . . His • her uncle, Ebenezer Knapp left a widow whp 
! daug{{ter Ab~ail adopted her.cousins otph~,· · . later •married Lovina's husband's (Atwell's) 

l
•.·D9:via'._&o•·· 'tt"'~e::D.· 'ii,~d married·. -Viola Cook;!,- ·. f9:~er, Eph_riam Sllllm~iis. And,.Atwell's s!ster 
·Ab1g~rs brother Aµlon's · daughter {they w~( · ., Lillis marned her own. step-brother (Lovma's 
second.· -cousins), iand ': his 'grand,mother w#;· . cousin). Henry Knapp. •, 

.Nan...ey\AJ~;(~ei'it,i§n~d further down). NoW'r, · · • . · 
~Viola 1, d a sister (Ida)'whose dau hter Edna, . Thank _you Freddie ~r that thoug~t provok-
~inarrifJ Violtfiinit,P.a\fid's nephew deorge Piice' f mg q~estion (a SASE will get you a diagram of . / 
f (they too were ·secol\d '.cp_usins by way of their;. . the whole mess). 
t lnutual great-grandparents, Atwell and Lovina 
i Simfnons, as well as third cousins on the other 
t side of the house,by· way of their mutual great- ·. 
;grandparents ...:.. · Elisha and Abigail . Cook. 
',Joseph's son Amon'(already mentioned) mar­
ried Amina Simmons (they weren't related that 
we know of but, the both were relare9 to the · 
Naracongs'). Descendants in DeWitt from thjs ' 
branch include: Gerald Pike, Wally Cutler, 
Martha Reed and Bonnie Ward. 

X :z 
--6 
~ 
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D:cWITT REMEMBERED - t,n old lithogra[lh of lhc farm and imoosing cobblestoe home of Rufus and 
!JrP.ra (Scotti Knight near Ann Arbor. Source unknown, ca. HJ70. Courtesy of Myrton "Knip·· Knight. 

Scott sisters were collectively 
known as 'Mrs. Rufus Kr1ight' 
By lU~N COIN 

Several weeks ago J shared one or lhc scc­
•·0ts cf the Scr>ll family - Lh1: Captain's ·oLhcr 
·,:ifc. This wc1:k, anolher sccrcL, or ralhcr a 
::iystery regarding two of Lhc Capluin's 
d:l\11:hl.1·rs. Individual ly Lhr,sc d:lll(!hlcrs we-rt: 
n:1,:w•I S:dlv :u11I La111i,·.1. <:ot lccl.iVf•l y Uwv 
·.v1•n· k•ww,-, as "Mrs. Ituf"u~ l\111ghL". · 

in l!JS:.l myselr and one of Lhe CapL;iin 
3,·,lt, gTPaL-grN1L-granddaughLers, Dorolhy 
• ....: ; : , I n,-d lo piece LOJ:1-t h(:1· H w•r1t•:tloi~.Y or 
:J1-\'.'11L· .... !•.1HHl111g: family ,\·hich was no srnall 
, .: .o,-rt;1k111:.: \\'l! managPd foi r ly well tracking 
i 1•,1. 11 il, .. ;c1 ·1Hi:1111s of thr· t.hrr-,· S<·ot.L sons who 

,·:l!JH ' ·,•:11h th1·11 p;il'l:lll.!-. l.o I l,'.\V1U. 11 1 I ~u:t, 
:,c:, a, ln ;iny of Lhr:i,· olhe:r children, all we 
'• :,:i to i:r, on w:1, a slalement by Dnvid J r. 
"i11ch read thal his parenls had 13 children 
·/ .,, hid; he, mcnlioned lhc lhrce sons who 
c;;mr: to l)(;\\'iLt: Sylvester, David and Charles 
,1r.d thr(;r• daughters: Susan, Lamira and 
S:il!:.- of which he dicln'L elnboralc any 
lurtiH•r 

Thcn, about 10 minules before our manu­
;u-11>t wa~ du1• lo lhe printers I was working 
,ll the dining room table in my house on 
Scalt strc,cl whcn I heard Llu: squc:1! or 
brakes :llld saw a big cloud of dusL ouL rronL. 
The ill(! Lincoln had hardly come Lo a com­
plete stop when oul popped n while-haired 
gr·111.l<:m;1n who bounced up Uw porcli and 
lianr;crl on my door. 

"I Ii! I'm l{nip Knighl" he said (as ir he 
were merely remindinr, me). Then wiLhoul 
!H• ' h,:nt11; lo inhnl<! lH: pro<.:eticlecl lo tixpl:li11 l.o 
,., c: Liial he: wus just µas sin(: Llirough Lown, 
saw Scolt streel and my old house and won­
ci,:red ,f maybe I knew anything aboul his 
,1ncr,st(,rs, Lhe Scotts. Well tie me up nnd 
poke me, with a slick; I hadn't been so 
shocked s111ce I found oul that Ward and 
,J une Cl(;aver weren't really matTied. 

He on the other hand seemed unphased 
when I ushcrc<l him in and showed him thnt 
his f.imily hislnry was strewn from one enrl 
or tlw r»om L» I.hi, other - as ;r Lhis would 
!1;n•<: 1,ccn a sL~ndurd realurc of any DeWiLt 
home. l3u, ,is he began ratlling oIT Lhe top of 
hi, hc:Hi wlrnt. he knew of his branch of LIH! 

Scntls, I lu-c:1111,· c,vr:<1 more s urprised. Thi, 
names he was using were IJeW1LL people 
which I never would huvc associalcd as being­
one of Lhc losl Lribcs or Scolts. 

On ,June I:), l fU3, :1s Lhc Scoll f'amilv wa.._ 

ma~111r; preparations in Ann Arbor for Lhcir 
Journey into the wilderness, their daughter 
Saliy died from cornpl icalions or childbirth. 
I i0r falhcr. Caplain Seo LL, has only rcccnLly 
··,-u:rn<:<l from lus lour or Ccnlral ~l ichir.:in 
,,nd w,is full of ~rilhus,asm f"or the prospect, 
th:n ;11\ait.cd lhcrn. But now, Snlly's de.1th 
·,:ould have lo set back Lhe.i,· dcparlurc. 

Sally had m:1rri1,d Washtenaw pioneer 
l(ufus I<n ir:hL nboul 1827 nntl had bore him 
Ll11n: children, Lhe last one causini; her 
di,alh. I lpr younger sisler Lamirn had 
plnnnml to accompany the p:,renls into lhe 
wi ld,.rness bu t now it was rlt:cirlerl Lhal: it 
would proli:alily be: bt·sl. if sh,· sl.;iyt•d hc:hi1,cl 
for :1 I 111H· lo ·lu:lp 1.:an: fen l11·r c!Cad sislPr

0

'-i 

lhre(; chi ldren. I suspect Lhnl. her older 
brother Sylvester's wire, Sophronia, also 
<.:,f:1vc·d on al l.lw Knir,hl. l1orneste;1d ns she 
did 1w1. come Lo De\\lill. thal. lir:,;l. yP:tr either. 

'!'Ji,. si lual.ion worked out. well : ;n well in 
r:ii-1 l.h:il. wit.hi" :i short. l.irrw (:, very shorl 
l.ill!r·) , l.;1111in1 took 0\1 1·r n 1111 p!1:l.t:ly ~vhcre IH:r 

sisler Sally had ldl off and also mnrricd 
l{urus l<nir,ht. In 1848, she and Hurus began 
work on Lhe house piclurcd above which was 
co mplclecl in 1849 and hns remained to this 
day one of Lhc nrchilectural showplaces of 
southern Michigan. It is or cobblestone. Not 
rocks or fielclslone but pn:cicely set slooes of 
un iform gize and shapr. . /\ rarity in Michigan, 
such houses were all the rnge in Lhe Scott's 
old home of western New York where Lhe 
rlii;ging or Lhc Eric canal h:id oITered an 
u11limit.cd supply or slonc ro,· Lh" sorling and 
LHkint:. 

As nn aside - if vou don'l Lhink Lamirn's 
ramily in DcWiLL wn; impn:sserl by her new 
l,01111,, chr:rk out. I.he ro11nrl:il.ion or her youn ­
ger broLhcr David's house: here in DeWiLL at 
li09 W. Main (the prelly yellow house wilh 
lhe fancy roor brackets). Hidden behind the 
1:v<:q~rr!rn hush1:s is c1n :1rchilcrl11rnl r:trily of 
Cli11Lo11 CounLr •··- 110L Lill: usual ,µl it rock, 
but precisely set stones, each about the size 
of a baseball. 

The puzzling aspect of Lhe Knight family as 
iL rcl:il.es to Lhc Scotts is that Rufus and 
Sa lly's son David Knighl (named after his 
grnndralhcr) came lo DeWilt as a young man 
and is counted among the early seLLlers of 
the area. He sellled on land in section l or 
DeWill Township at. the southeast corner of 
!,rr·p1,s and Rou11d 1.akr, road. He and wire 
Susan rniscd a larg1: fomily there and were 
counted among the socially prominent people 
of' DeWil.l for many dcc:idcs alonr,: wiLh his 
Scol I. 1111t!f?S, a1111t.s and rousi 11s. Yc:t., not once 

clurin1: Lhe n1:,t hundred and some: odd 
decades was it ever recorded thal the Knights 
loo w .. rc, decendants or lhc town rounders, 
C:rpl.. llavid and l~unicc ScoLL 

As Lh1, history of' lhc Scolt family is conti­
nuously in the works if anyone oul there has 
any information on the Knight fomily (their 
children included Byron, Tdu (Mrs. Reuben 
ll,·ink, Flor~nce, Im, Willie. Eva and Julius) 
wc'n• w:11Lin~ lo hcrr. from you. 

f(,!11 Coin is a n,, Will rr.s,dcnl and th~ 
<1rec1 '.t..: primcu)1 hislorinn. 
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Dorothy Knight 
And Lansing· Man 

\iVed Match 22nd· 
Miss Dorothy Knight, ·daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Mile:; Knight of 1 
St. Johns. became the bride or Wm. ' 
Lloyd Rosecrans of Lansing, 011

1 
Saturday, March 22, 1030. · 'l'he i 
ceremony was performed by RlW. [ 
Plews of- the Mt. Hope Mcttioctist 
church. The yoLU1g couple wore 
altend.:!<l by Mr, 1mcl Mr~. E:dwin 
Dobs,m, cousins ot' <the bride. 

Mr. and Mm. Rosecrans will re­
~ictc at H28 Lyons µvenue; Ll,t1'lin1,. 

-· . 
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Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C. liarry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Emil L. Korella- March 14 , 1880 - August 3 , 1957 

Colonial Cahpel Estes Leadley Funeral Home 
Tues. August 6, 1957 1: 30 p.m. 
Rev. Aaron Buhler - Miss Mildred Koonsman, Organist 
Pallbearers: Vincent Moon, Loyd Marzke, Louis Yanz, 
Justin Marzke, Henry Janz, Edward Sipple. 
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Johns, !'fichigan-February 16 

Milier-Kowalk 
Vows Exchanged 

DeWitt-Mr. and Mrs. Blake Mil­
ler announce the marriage of their 
daughter, J oan, to Vernon Kowalk 
on saturday, Feb. 4, at 5:30 p. m. 
at the home of the Rev. J . Oliver 
Hall of East Lansing. 

They were attended by Albert 
Schulz and Janet Lankford. M r. 
Kowalk is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert K owalk of South DeWit.t. 
The young couple will make their 
home in an apartment on the 
Locher farm in OJ.ive. 

MRS. VERNON A. KOWALK 
Mr. and M B 
DeWitt anno~ce lake Miller of 
their daughter J the nta9:lag-e ot 
A. Xowalk ' oan, to Vernon 
Herbert R; J~!afJ Mr, and Mrs, 
Feb, 4 in the h • R. 4, Lansing-, 
ver Hall East ome. of Rev, J. Oli­
Lankford· and L1~nf :Miss Janet 

tended the brid r Schulz at-
- - - e and groom. 



KOWALK - MILLER 

Vernon Kowalk, employee in 
patronnge r ecords office, was 
married to Jonn Miller by Rev ­
erend Ha.LL in East Lansing. ]he 
newly weds sµent a s hort time 
honeymooning at Grayling. The 
Kowolk's are living at Route 
H-1 DeWitt. j 







f· Lavern A. Kowalk 
I" ,. 
i· 
; 

Lavern A. Kowaik, 7:i, of 3503 W. ~lurk Road, DeWitt 
Township, died Jan. 3, 1987, in Lansing. 

~ · Mr. Kowalk was born July 8, 1913, in Clinton County. 
He was a farmer for more than 30 years and was later 

:. employed by •-the Capital Regional Airport- Authority ·' ·· 
, ,,. ,(CRAA) for 10 years, retiring ln 1979. He was a memb~r 
,. of VFW Post No. 671 American Legion, DeWitt, and the 
~ DeWitt Chapter No. 2291 Loyal Order of Moose, a 
• member of Lansing Aerie No .. l039 Fraternal Order of 

Eagles, and the Baltic Inn Men's Club. He was also a 
,., member of the fiedeemer United Methodist Church and 
• a veteran of World War II, serving with the U.S. Army 
r. in the Pacific Theatre. 

He is survived by his wife, Margaret. E.; three 
, daughters, Mrs. Herman (Elizabeth) Reyes, Mrs. 

Howard <Margaret) Robbins, and Barbara Kowalk, all 
,, of Lansing; one son, Morris Kowalk of Ionia; eight 

grandchildren; two brothers, Herbert Ko walk of 
.. DeWitt, and Francis Kowalk of South Carolina ; and one 

sister, Ruth Lathrop of Lansing. 
Services were held Jan. 7 al the Gorsline-Runciman 

·· DeWitt Chapel with Pastor Harry Johnson of Redeemer 
United Methodist Church officiating. Interment was in 
Hurd Cemetery. Graveside services were conducted by 
the VFW Post No. 671. 

Contribu tions may be made to the American Cancer 
, Society or the American Diabetes Association. 

- - ____ ...... -. - '-- --



A BEAUTIFUL WEDDING 
C harnui,K O e wllt La<1v l h e Urlde or 

a St. Lou Is. Mo .• Merc h ant 

The home of Mr. au<l llfn<. · Willis 
McLouth, ou Brirlgo stree~, Dewitt, 
W&.~- the RCeoc of a be.nntift1l wettrliu,.-:: 
Wo,luc:itllLy a rtcruoou, Augn:-t -..'tt, a t 
3 o'clock. w hou their ul1lcr 1luul(htc r, 
l+'loreuco bforle. w a.~ uuitod iu mar- j 
riuge lo J\lr. Willhun .Ji'retlttricl.: 
Krnu:t, or :;:jt_ Loui:,;, Mi!-ii;onr i. Ah•>ut l 
r.wo huu1ln 1cl s.cun~t14 ,wuro pn•"4.\llt. 

Au ll\,uurtu.Ul'(' c:>C a:t.,:Jl.o~, with hriile':-- ' 
r1)l'\('l.:i autl ,;rcuu wero u~od i u r he ilcc­
orttt.iou~. Tho color ,ichumn iu the 1 

purlor a:t.ucl F. ittiu$. room Wa.'f 8teeu I 
ttnd white, with a buuk of pulm . ..; a11Cl I 
white n~t,ers iu the !ormor. 'l' lic 1 
docorat ioua iu the d iuiug room we ro I 
plul.: aud white. Loh()u1,triu':-t wc,chlfu,; 
m&rch Wll:4 nm,lerecl Uy Mr~. J uy 
Brooki,, or OrKUd ltH.pids, a., the I 
brirtal pnrty detK:emleU tho :-ta i rs. 
The ribbon bonruni:, tho lit.tie Mis.'ies 
MRjel Woale, or Dnph,iu, Ruth 
Woodrulf, Laura Willinmi Aud Pt1.arl 
M ooL-i, o! Dewitt. gowued iu white. 
outerod tlntt nucl rorrue<l nu ai.1tlo. 
1'he little flower girl, Mugaret 
Brooks, gowoed iu pink, SCHtt-Ored 
roso pet~l" iu the path of the hride 
who entered alouo The hrltle wore 
a beautitul gow·a of wlute uct o,·or 
white silk with tullo veil 11url carrio:1 
u shower bonquet or bride's r~. 
The ruu r iug Rorvh~o of tho M~tho­
ttistKpil4COJml ,:hurrh wu .. "' impres.-in~ly 
rua.1l by Prc8i1liug Bile r Louis D~L~· 
murter, D. D . . of Laus iug . . 

}i'ollowiug the ceremony young ln.dy 
frieuus or t110 br1uo, from Al~iou, 
saug ~overnl KOlo:-1, nu tl R we,hliug 
1 nucheou wus serve<l . 

Mni,. KrWL~ hM alwttytJ rosided iu 
Dowitf She g"'duatoJ. from the h i"h 
:;chool iu the cltl!SS or JBW nud trow 
tho cousan·atory a t Albiou iu l~. 
She i!I I\ chanuiug lady aud a taleuted 
mtl8iciau. Mr Kraus formerly ro­
sirleQ iu Dewitt, but for some time 
l1n~ beeu eugaied iu commission 
hoolffl bu,;iueu tn 8t. Louis, Mo., 
where tho young peoµlo will ~ Kt 
home at 6314 Virgiufo ayeuuP u!ter 
October I. 

Mr. au1l' Mn:i. Kraas left lu.to iu tht, 
arteruoou iu RU automobile for Lttus• 
iug enrout.e to Ohicugo, where they 
wUl spend some time IJefore 3"0ing to 
thoir home. The britlo'& go1ug-llwuy 
jOWU W11!'4. bl ue aurl t-lio wor• I\ pearl 
groy 11•1. 

Amoug the muuv u-u&1t.:i !rout nwuy 
were the Mis:ie.- },farcin aUtl Gretcltou 
Lutz, aud Georgia Pmtt, o! AJIJlou i 

~!!8ase~0M~:c~ a:~H~. !!~riio 1'i~~,i 
Dobnrah Hartley, Mi•s H cleu E ;,;eJ. 
•iyu, Mn<. Lou is Es.selatyu, :lirs. 
Nellie Houatou trn~l dtrnghtor, l clu, 
Mr. ttUd M!'II. Harry Hou•tou. Mr. 
am! Mrs J)hu 8chloP, Mr. n111l Mrs. 
H Gleuu H olm os, Huburt Prutt., 
Olitfortl McK1\Jbou aud M iss Douuu 
::St1vu.ge1 or Luu,dug i Mr. nucl !\(o;. 
Jtty Brooks ·aud tlaughter. Margnrcr, 
and M iM Floreuce Rader, or trraud 
Hupidit i Mr. aud MnJ. H. 8. Holw•.i. 
M r . ftUd M:ri,. Rudolph OtM:rto nu,l 
Juu.ghtor, Blanche, Mr. ~ud • MN. 
Galosh" Peuooll, Mr. &od Mrs. b. W. 
Munger "ud danghtor, 011,·o. Attor- I 
uey aod M~. E. L. Wa.lbri•IKO uud I 
\~~-uJ~'i~;u!t•or~t J!fi~ t0

~r. ~~j 
~in He rbert HolmoJJ 11ut.l tlaughten1, 
Josephiuo nuU Margaret. Mr. :i..ua 
~lts. George WeMlu nmt (I rngluer, 1 
Majel a.ud eou, Oar l , autl Mr. uucl I 
M.n. 0 . M. Pearl, or Dupluiu; aud ::~/'~k:il"N. Ellawurr.h Hulme.,., or f 

I 
• I 
' 1 

\ 



~:,; ,:
1
-· OBITUADIEs·· ,-·- 1 

\ S~b\Utl lRERtli s1,":;i 
·; ,.,- ~E . ,, · ," ' 1 1 

. ~l~S \~ f~OR\U~ 
After 1 - s. Siwrnol lireliel · ' · ',. -

1
. · · · 

m,ptng ,.,,,, 
1 

'" ,,.u, r,,,m srlSl'I~ r,<A1'1Y Y£AltB 1N >'lllli , . ong and patient ff • . 
bel 1,as11Clu awu; 13;/'l~-t Sllll'.lllel K ro- ,· cmJN'l'Y;' FlJN£ltAL }ll,1,'P. 
daughtor. Mre. Porr e home of 11er , . nt;HE 1'1J1.'f 3IU> ... 
t411, on 'l'uoud1q f Lew la, 111 MHl<1le­
"3erv1ces wero I l~igu11t 7. 1ruuol'll.l 
Brethren church 11~1 13~:1 Urn "Qnlteq 
neaday lltlernoo K iam on Wed-

: C. dW. Ballou .o~l~~;t~~~ o·i1oclc, Rev. 
llll\ e ln the Bin , 1 . · :iurial Wljij 

RoHlna Del g iam cemetery 
county, Ohio ~n wu.s born In IVfod!na 
wus untlcd' 1 n .A.ugu6t ·31, l1>6ti She y marrla' · ' 

, '-rebel ou April 19 1/~ to Samuel 
. and_ lived In Lltat • 73, at St. Johns 
; thrniJ y(lars ago w~lc\nlty until auout 
, fh hOlllO In Orland~11 ~~:1oy purcluLsed 
' ere to llvo. Laut M , i,., and wont 
, to 1Y,[1cl+igan ou ac . ay t~oy rotu ruotl 
! he~llh. C01fUl, oJ, A_er failing : 

S h e is tJll l'Vlveu l i uauglltora M. _)Y ho1, husband t\ , ll l . 18 Pony ,. .. . vo , '- ." on . and M,. · wuwis ot Mlcl• ! 
ll1ley· · one 10· John V1L:1g-hun · 

•1 Riley; one sls~~~-n•M;?W l~ht }{tobel ~r 
of llongal. ten ,; i;_ Eleaier Sperry , 
"t t ' · .:rimdchlld • · 

: t> Oll -grnn ddlikl • l en ~Il<l one 
1 • About Cl ,· · --1 . · . ll 1st1u11s th 

! 
. .Jlc tlwt Bhe woutu ne, Mrs. Krebel 
·8alf) th11t she ,v11s . never recover and 
clla.n ge. Besicl s l 61ldY for the i;;retl.t 

I lea veu a la rgt clt\0 relutl vcs sl,o 
-i,uourn ll:Jei r toss 'cle ot trleµds. lo 

.- -,_.., __ . ... .. . . 

-ea,muel Krebo\, 61.' !011n(l].· we~! , 
\cnown resident · of St. J ohM un(i 
community, died A1>ril 2'7, 1935,--~tJ.. 
hl:i hotO.ll ln OrlP.lldO, Fla. lf)\C, 
bOdY WllS .brougl_:~ iwre and la:lf. 
r iles were held . I•'riday at the ()$~ 
good funeral hoine. R,ev. d, .. f3, 
Northrup officiated and utu·\al wi-s_ 

, pio.de \n Boutl\ a1ngh1un cemettll''/,· 
samue\ K.reoel wc,s \)Orn.in Sutn--:­

mit county, O'oiO. Aug. 21, 11\53. Hei 
was married to R,Osena. DelP ot St. 
Jotin.'l, .A-lll·ll 10, \8'/3. 'I'heY Uv1>d 
in tl.113 vl<0tn1ty a snort ttme, t\i.en 
returned t,o Ohio, eomlnbt l)a,clt w 
Mlcl1tgan ln 11\'1 l -and 1\ v\ng 11er!l 
unill 1013 when theY ·1l'.lovetl tQ or-, 
\o..nn\>- · Mr-s. l~xebd -pa,,;.5<\d 1.1,wny 
;..ug. 4, 19~6. . , :· . 

' fo thlti uruon. were 1:>01·.n. two 
· d\\Ugt:J_tcr~ and one son; Mrs. P.errY 

Lewls ot CnrsQn CIW, Mrs. Mnudi 
, vo.ugnu.n of ' s t . Johns u,nd pw\glit , 
: Krewl or ftlley. Mr. Krebel was ,1ga\11 united: in. 

marrlage, to MbB susa. Dru1n,1nond, 
on 'l'ha.nk:;glv\ng r>u.Y, 19'22, 1q11), 
Uved In Orland<> untll his deat\1 . · 
, B~i;\des his cl11ldren he Jeavcs nlit . 
wldOW, Ol)Cl bv-lf-brotl1er, c11arlcB 
Moreho\lSC of J~ro.cney, l}l., 10 gril.ll\l 
chlld1·en . 11.nd sever1:1.l grea.t-trr~nd~ 
chthl!·en, _, . · • .• 



!\'flt, ANO MRS. ·DWrGH'l.' ICREREL 

S1,inda.y, F'e'bruar}'. 19, was t~)e lnnd Leslie, Mrs. Julie Jury iind 
qccaslpn or a Golden. Wl.)dding Miss Uellit Maxwell nssistect wHih 
celebraLion , for lYft'. and! !Mrs: !.he' serviug. White wedding bells 
Dwight Krebel, who were mar- l~tternd wlth gold and cl'epe 
rled F~bruary ~:l, 1900. The paper streamer:; decorated the 
.Krebels' were united in marriage house, also lovely, floral arl'ange­
ln tho home of h er 'Pat·cnts, Mr. ments p1•esentedi to the eonple 
arn;I Mi:s. Fi·ank ~alse.y , iWllcre from friends in Illinoii;, Dimon_,. 
they now reiil~ . The · couple d ale, Middleton· imd St. Johns. 
" 11 ct th · t· · >Seven ·,who attenctecb the wod-'ilas ve · . eir en ire ·;married dlng 50. years a go wetio in a-t,. 
Ufe in Ril~y Township. · tendance, µmong· thum Mrs. Tim, 
i Ari·angerrients · for the affair Cressman, who ,was Mrs. Kreb­
were mac;lc ,by theh· (:hildren, Mt·. bel's brlaesm aid. Both Mrs. lCre ­
and Mrs .. Lawrenqe Bishop of bel and M~·s. Cressman were 
County Lme · and -Mr. fl.ncJ.I Mrs. wearing corsages of yellow c11r­
Wllla,rcl1 }{rebel of l,1,1ley, rmcl wu& nfl_tlons, t11,d with 1i gold bow. 
held- nt the home of their son, : 'l'he 110 gues ts who. cnme to 
,:from 2 to fj p.m. c:u.11 were from Cleveland, Ohio, 

Tne iiervlng taJ;>le was center- Dimondale, Grand: Ra.picts; Mlcl,. 
ed wiLh 'a beautiful wedding dleton, Evn,rt, Grnndville, Cad'il­
cake ·flank,ect by ligl\t!Jd gqld lac, Lansing,. DeWitt, St. ,TQhns 
tapers. Mrs. Bishop cut a,nd and vici11lty. 
s·erve'1i the cake;: while Ml's. ,'M1:. an:d1 ¥rs. 1 Kr~be\ were re-

·_l~l Scranton and- Mrs. R a.y- inembered with· many beautiful 
')nttft,'1· Clll!lY. prcsideti at t he cof- cards, · flowers .and1 a "Tree. ,QJ' 
._!f~_m. Service. Mrs. Harnlct ~artm Gold" fro1n then· many relat1veif 
}:)Ill charge ·of t:t).e. guest book, and .friends who ;made tJMs ~l'\f 
,~ "'<fn~- .fl~·ryl p1a.~Y.J-.. ~~¼]l.]O- ~._::1fllU()l'Qib\e one. ' ) .. :__.1.' ,{ 



,....--,_ 

'J 011. t'.W/,nn, (lJnu Co11.ed 

fJl1r 011e ~nil wl1N11 you cmrd 
CWil/1 s11c/, ohidi119 Qovr.. 

CJ for. ~ntmd ll,e toJnnd1tous 

Shillil19 /Xtll1 
qJp lo l./1r. l,0111e ohMe. 

8/,r l10111e ltihellc joy 

~n11.eve11 clwrVQs 
CWl,r.11.c Qovcd r11e.<: b11l await. 

g 01 us tn s'1ru.r. l/1ci~ l101111i~r,ss 
CP,e~ohcl ll11J l1ecwenQy 90/r.. 

In Memory Of 

MAUD VAUGHN 

Dorn 

J UNg 2 ,1 877 

COPLEY , OHIO 
Date Of Dcntb 

JUNE !l, 1!163 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 
Scrvicee From 

OSUOOD FUNl!:RAL 11O.M:E 

3:00 l'. M. WCUNESDA Y 

JUNE 12, 1~63 
Clel'gyman Officioting 

REV. P ETER F. NIEUWKOOP 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bl{rial 

SOUTIJ D!NGHAl\f CEMETERY 
CLINTON COUNTY MICHIGAN 



Obituaries from the Scrapbook of c. fl arry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Services .for DWIGHT G. KREBEL, 77, of R 4, St. Johns, long­
time Riley Township board orreview member, who died Tues. 
night in Clinton Memorial Hospital, ~ill be held Friday at 
2 p.m. at the Osgood funeral home here. Burial will be in 
Mt. Rest cemetery . 

~r. Krebel served on the Riley township board of review 
for 20 years. He was a retired farmer . 

Surviving are the widow, ~ary; a son, Willard, of Riley 
township; a daughter, . Mrs. Alice Bishop of R 1, St. Johns , 
and a sister, Mrs. Maud Vaughn of Lansing. 



crJ IE Loed i.,, my .51,cpl,oc,l: I "h,.tl 
nol Want. l~i<J 

He ma.kth me to Lie down. i.n gooen 
pcu;tui:es: J-Ie ko.<lelh m.e 6-2aid.e the 
still v.>aten. 1,:,,..H'<U 

He r;-;.;~toceth m.y aoc,L: He lecu.Leti, r.1-a 

i.n the pa.th.. of r;-i.yl,t-,ouonade foi: H;,, 
ncun.e'~ oo..ke. )~~i 

Yea, th,o<UJh I walk theo<UJh the "alley 
of the sh.c.dow of deai.l,, I wi.ll f,u,,, 
n.o cv,l: foe T hou uct w,th. me; Th.y 
c-od a.n.d Th.y staff, they comfot·t me: 
Thou pr:epa.r:est n table befoee 1ne i.n. 
the pt·cacncc of rn,no enemies: TILOu 
anointest my head wi.th oi.L; rn.y cup 
n,ruwtl, ovo.,. l~l'<.\..l 

SLLtx1ly 9oodrwss nn.d. me,·cy sh.all fol­
low mo ull t.h-u duyh of my Id~,: ,wcl 
I will dwell i.n th.a hou,,o of tlw L.m,J 
fo.-woc. 

\It, I i' • ' ! (' • i 

f.'nr' ,1> tt) :., l ~, .1't-.. l \ ;/•t / \ \, I/'! •' ~ 

ULllla I•: . L,-wis 

IJuf 11 

J11ly t '.I., 1X7li 

l) i, ·.I 

Marc Ii J'7, J !)5:, 
M iddl1.: t (1n. J\lichi:.-~<1 11 

S (: rv itc:1 heh.I fn) n1 

Dodg<' Ji'unna l f lomc 
tViarcl1 ~u

1 
l~>ri5 

I ::lO I', J\.l. 

l ' l,•1·>fYllk,1 ()1i'icial iuk. 

<•·v . ,J.1<: I lJu1·clin 

th I ~• t ' lll1.'ll l 

IN J>,rnMOftY 0 1•' 

DWrGHT G. KJU!BE:L 

DORN 

COPLEY, O HIO 

APRIL l, 1879 

DATU: OJ\• DEivra 

SEPTEMlHm 25, 1956 
ST. JOHNS, M1Cl11GAN 

Bu:R Vl.CE:l.l PROM 

OSGOOD FUNERAL HOME 
2: 00 P.M. FRIDAY 

SEPTEMBER 28, 195G 

CLf.; ltG\'.M llN OPf'lClAT JNO 

REV. G. C. RICE 
l<'IH,ST Dl\P'.l'lST CHURCH 

REV. A. L. SPAFl?ORD 
BENGAL EVUB CHURCH 

MT. rm::;'l' CEM.~T.LcRY 
ST. JOHNS, J:v.UCHlG·AN 

m,:,un:ni-l 
C l;t r 1.:1H:e Trunil.HJIJ 

H:1y1u011d Ol1lbrd 

A !HlOi 1(I c, C."l:-.Hlan 

.St a11ky Gcllr r 
1\•fnx l1a\l iug('r 

Jkr.:;lid L0h·gruvc 



I'll sleep, my dear, where pJsturcs 
green Jbound, 

where wJters cool flow clear with 
pll'a.,.1111 su11nd 

I ' ll <lr<·<1111 ul J<>ylu/ /10111"\ Wt' slii1n·<I 
whc>n .,u,ruw\ '1111/ r/(•,1>:1ir<'d 
tu tc>tic /1 ,11)(/ l li.111ge. 
/'II wak<' lo find how C:o<I will 
tl·,11rc.1nl:Je 
bolh /11/l( ' ,111(! sp,ic <· 
.:incl we w,/1 once c11-:c1in L'mbrJC(', 
for CJ,r,.,t\ ~wet'/ tL'::.u1rc·c1,un ho1,e 
1::, given 

1u i11dic<1te our l1n,tl w11w1 to be 
formL'd 111 hv<1ven. 

IN MEMORY OF 

MARY Kl?EBEL 

Date of Birth 

Novcrnller 20. 1881 
Cll11to11 County, Mict11g,rn 

Date of De<1 th 

Septo..:mber 29, 19/6 
Clinton Cou111y, Michigan 

Services 

O:.good Funeral Home 

Saturdc:1y, Octol.Jer 2 . 1976 
3:00 p.rn. 

Clc,rgy1m111 Offic,aling 

Hov. Orian Slt.:ic11 
Pitg, un United l\1cthot11s1 Church 

Interment 
M 1. 1<, ... , C,·11 1<·t,·, y 

SI. Jol111,;. M1chl;..\«" 

Cit:,ht-.!I li,~, 1rt•1 ~ 

Harold lrr<'r 

1~ayn1u11d Sperry 

Clarence lruml.Julf 

$ic111 lc·y Geller 

M.ix Bafl111ger 
Raymund Bul!Md 



,.---..._ 

"LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS" 

Here, - take my hand I offer you. 
I've been this way before. 
It's dark but I have light. 
Stay close, - I'll guide you through. 
Don't yield to dying's secret terror. 
Trust me, I'll be near. 
See, - I've been this way. 
You have naught to fear. 
Just walk where I have trod. 
-- Wns I afraid the day I came( 

Not really. 
I held the hand of God. 

Honorary Bearers 

Jane Swanchara Cressle Wakefield 
Vera Bailey Evelyn Kuntz 
Mildred Kelley Velma Beaufore 
Julia Jury Luella Canfield 

IN MEMORY OF 

Virgene L. Krebel 

Date of Birth 

August 17, 1910 
Clinton County, Michigan 

Date of Death 
January 26, 1980 

Mesa. Arizona 

Services 

Or.{'!ood F11 ,wrnl Home 
Thursday, Ji:lllU,Hy 31, 1980 

1:30p.m. 

Clargyman Officiating 

Rev. Brian Sheen 

Pilgrim United Methodist Church 

Interment 

Mt. Rest Cemetery 
St. Johns, Michigan 

Casket 

Gerald Shepard 
Richard May 
Marvin lovegrove 

Bearers 

Ernest Carter 
Dale Henning 

Roger Overway 



' ~.. . .. '. t . . ) t 

·W. F. Krebel',.for·met. Clinton aide· 
·. : 

1 ST.JOHNS ..:. Willal'd F, ·Krebel a · ·. K.re~l, -~ho ws.s also n f~rmer, 
fMrner Clinton County Registtar'.of was also active iii the Olive,Grange 
DeedS, died Swtday. He.was 76 . . : · and . Pilgtim · United ·Methodist 
:, ,. ·· . • . . ; , . Church: . . , . , . , . 
•~.,Formerly employed, by_ the !itate . . · Sutvlvors , iricludEl his daughter,. 
treasury . departhleht, ' Krebel-, had . Elyse:Trimmer of Holt. • • 
Also been Riley Township supervisor ., Services will be_ at L30 p.in. Fri­
and a Clinton Memorial Hdspital day ln Osgood runeral Home, St. . 
board trustee. · . Johns. . · 

; KREB Et, WILLARD 
'. · F. . . . 

I.' Formerly of Rt. 4 _ . 

· St. Johns . . 
\ • •', • I 

• • I • • 

Died. Feb. io; '198.5 at the 
age of '76. He was! a 
member of the Pilgrim ; 

t .. United _ Methodist _, 
t" ' Church, Riley ,Twp. Su- \ 
.. pervisor, member o'f. 
· the Blue Lodge # 105 , 

F.&A.M., · the Olive '. 
Gtange, former mem-

·. ber of ,the Clinton Me-
! morlal Hospital Board, : 

work'ed for the State 
' Treasury Dept. and 
also larmed. He-.was · 

< the llegistnit or D~ds • 
. retirihg 1n 1976 • . He 
· marr.ied Virgene E." 
·· Heuer on April IO, 1940 
'· in Riley . Twp. and she 
· preceded him in death. 
, He is survived by . 1 

J: daughter", Mrs. Elyse 
f 'Trimmer' of Ho.It; 3 
~ grandchildl'en, . Nicole. 
· Scott and · Micfielle 
, Trimmer all of Holt; 1 ; 

s ister, Mrs. Alice 
'Bishop _of St. Johns; 2 . 
, nephews, Jerry Bishop 
· ·of SL Johns and La,'ry 

Bishop of Coldwater; 2 
b1"others-in-law,. Doyne : 
Heuer and ,. Lawrence , 

· Bishop , both of St. . 
Johns. Funeral services 
will be at the Osgood 
Funeral Home, Sat., 
f'eb. 16 at 1:30 p.m. 

~ Burial in Mt. Rest Cem• · 
· etery. Contributions 
· may be made to the Pil- . 
. ,grin'l United Methodist I 

Church or the Clinton 
· Memorial Hospital in 

his memory. 
\' 



I 
DEATH OF MRS. A. K. KUHNLE 

:\!rs. Christina A. K. Kuhnle pass• 
cd away Saturday, Octo·ber 1, at 

'I the home of her son Henry Kuhnle, 
at the advanced age or 80 years, 8 

; months .and 13 days. ·She 'has been I a resident of this vicinity for many 
1 years and was highly esteemed by 
I e veryone. She leaves one daughter, 
' two sons, four grandchildren, be• 
sides other relatives and friends. 
Funeral services were held at the 
home Tuesday at 2 o'clock wlt•h bu· 
r ial on the family lot In the Wilsey 
cemetery, by the side of her hus-

: baud who died April 14, 1892, and 
I her son Jacob, who died a few years 
_ago. 

C\\,,A. Cv . R.el N eu-.>S 
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It's a Long Time t) r:) 
W ai"den I( yes, Retired l)e Witt 11

0"1nship 
Clerk, Just I{e1ninisces 

Uy WlLLIAl\1 J. l)UCHAINE c:lu-mgcs in taxes, elections and P eltier. 'He lived about a mile 
State Journal Staff Writer other business. ' away, but before he went into 

, · · "Take a guess on what the service he was with · us llere 
DEWITT- Warden Kyes, who taxes were on my 90-acre farm about every day. 

r ~ti:ed re~entlf aHc1: 36 years back in 1868. Fifty dollars, you "When I was treasurer those 
as a_ DeWitt 'lownslup official, say? You're way off. I was two years there wasn't a man in 
the first two _years as . treasurer looking over some old lax re- the townshi1} I couldn't tell you 
~md the ren:amcler as clerk, was ceipls and found out the taxes where he lived. Now l don't 
m a tal_kat1ve mood as_ he sat were less !furn $9. They're over !mow hardly any of the people; 
at the ~1tcheu table al lus !tome, $500 now. so rnany new folks have moved 
11'1'15 hrepps Iloacl. ''Yep, times have ehanged. i11to the to_wnship. We've got 

"Yep," he said, "Twas born in When I star ted as township clerk about 4,000 voters now. We voted 
this house 72 years agu lasl Oct. I was paid $100 a year. When I about 8UU b;.,rk '10 years ago. 1 
:!. This will be a centennial farrn q\.1it the salary was $6,850 plus doubt if we even ran that much. 
next year. 111ileage. ''l was m Governor f::rucke r's,· 

"I remember wl1cn US-27 was "But il was a 15 hours a ·day recuunl. They tallied the· votes, 
just a narrow roacl and it had job. Lots of days I W(Jrked until al the vocationa l school in .Lan-, 
farmland all around. midnight. . . sig. Tellers came froin aU over 

"When I bec:amc township ''I enjoyed the work, though, Michigan with their b a 11 6 t 
treasurer in l!l27 our I.ax roll was but artcr losing my wife and the boxes. 
$80,000, the largest i.l had ever boy 1 didn't care to go on with 
been. Now, it's abo11t $8UO,OOU. it. * * * Our township valuation is over "My wife cliecl a year ago last "A$ township clerk f got $1 a

1 $20 million, and we figure next Aug. 2u. The boy - he was clay ,md had Lo pay my own ex-
' year il will be about $25 million. really 111y nephew, but he was penses wlute the tally people! 

''It's been a wonclerful ex- like my . own !Joy - was killed gol $1 ,an h~UI'. . Wha! lI:ldcdi 
pcncnce WOl'ktng tor !he Lown- rn V1ct11am t h Is spnng. My rut! most w..ii, thdl the D0;:W1.tt 
ship when you conside1: all the 11eplicw was J a m cs Warden election rec::ords were perJcct. , 

Wardell Kyes Reflects 

·'Whal am J goi11g LO clo now·t [ 
Gosh, J've got more jobs corning 
my way llian I'll lie able to1 
k,ndle . I'll do ,, little farming; l 
Just plant some whe~,t. 

· 'I'll buy some furs, l suppose. I 
I started buying rurs a round 
l1erc when I was H and going tol 
school. Jerry Werlleluw, up all 
Alma, wan ts me to do some 
buying for him. 

·•Jn my younger d<lYS I used 
to l1'ap a lot - foxes, beaver, 
r:,ccoons, and rnu:;kr;1t. u~ccl lo· 
lr:1vel in a canoe on lhe Looking· 

·Glass Rivel' and average 90 rats 
a night. 

"The muskrats are gone in 
- this par! of the country now. 

Where they've gone is tile $64 
quesLion. Water pollution, m,1y­
be. I really don't know. ' 

* * * 
"r used to buy mOl'e furs in 

one bunch than 1 do now .in one 
year. I remember when my part­
ner, Vern Woodbury, who lived 
near Laingsburg, ancl I bougllt 
75,000 rats in one season, Vern 
is uol willt us anymore. 

··0 11 ye:;, J'rn slill gelling calls 
to e:lerk <1! ,,uetions. 1 've <:lerkec! 
sa les all over the ~late; started 
when J was 22. I ckrked a salei 
ju,,I !;1st. Sept. :w alioul xix milt·~ 
ea~l of Clare. .L know alino~l 
every auctioneer in Lower M1d1-
igan. -' 

··t'm going to rniss the town­
ship job in a way. 1 still have an 
.ii1terest in township affairs. 
'l'hey'vc put me .in a::; deputy 
clerk in case they need someone 
for part-time help." 


