OBITUARY.

John Kaufman was born in Windsor
township, Horon couanty, Michigan, on
the 2nd day of July, 1886, Af the age
of six vears, he accompanied his par-
ents to Olive township, Clinton coun-
ty, and in 1893 the family moved to
Dewitt, where the deceased has since
made his home. He is survived by his
father. four sisters, Mrs. John John-
son of Detro’t, Mrs. Albert Lietzke of
Olive, Emma and Anna, living at home,
and two brothers, Robert of Olive, and
Edward, also living at home. He is
also survived by a host of other rela-;
tives to mourn tbeir loss. His nother .
pased away on December 24, 1912, and .
his grandfather, Frederic Mayer of
Olive, passed away Thursday, March
26, 1914,

He had an abiding faith in the Sav-
ior and he suffered patientiy for sev-
eral vears from a lingering illness.
He passed away at an early hour on
Monday morning, March 30, 19t4. He
was a member of the Epworth League
of the German M. E. church of West,
Dewitt. The funeral was held on Wed-
nesday afternoon at 2 oclock from the
M. E. church at Dewitt, Rev. G. T.,
Fisher and Rev. George Wahl ofﬁciat-*L

ing, The remains were laid to rest;

cemetery.

{ beside those of his mother in Dewitt!
|
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law, Michael and Mi-
chele Shooltz of
DeWitt; 1 son, Richard
K. Keck, Jr. of Bir-
mingham; 3 grandchil-
dren; Michael, Jr.,
Christopher, and Kelly
Michele Schooltz all of
Dewitt, mother-in-law,
Mrs. Irene Gall of
DeWitt; 2 sisters, Mrs.
Richard (Jean) San-
dow of Farwell and
Mrs. Lois Brinkerhoff
of Clare; brother-in-

law, Frank Richmond.

of DeWitt; several
nieces and nephews,
Funeral services will
be held Tuesday, 11:30
am. at the DeWiit
Community Church
with The Rev. Freder-
ick C. Nose and The
Rev. Earl Eastman of-
ficiating. Military ser-
vices will be conducted
by th DeWitt V.F.W.
#671. Interment will be
held in DeWitt Ceme-
tery. Casket bearers
will be Mr. Keck's
nephews. The family
will receive their
friends at the Gorsline-
Runciman Dewitt
Chapel Sunday, 12-4
and 7-8 p.m. and Mon-
day, 2-4 and 7-9 p.m.
where the Masonic Ser-
vice will be conducted
by the DeWitt Lodge
#272 F.& AM. Monday
at 7:30 p.m. Contribu-
tions may be made to
the DeWitt Community
Church or to the Hos-
pice of Clinton County.

s

. KECK, RICHARD K.

DeWiit

Age 62, died March 20,
1987 in DeWitt. Born
November 15, 1924 in
Clinton County, Mr.
Keck was a member of
the DeWitt Community
Church. He was em-
ployed at Culligan Wa-
ter Conditioning of
DeWitt for 36 years. He
was a member of the
DeWilt Lodge #272 F.&
AM., past Patron of
DeWitt Chapter #30
0.ES., and the V.F.W.
DeWitt Post #671. He
served in the U.S, Navy
during World War II
aboard a cruiser in the
Pacific Theatre. He is
survived by his wife,
Dorothy of DeWitt;' 1
daughter and son-in-
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Furgason’s 50th wedding anniversary captured on film

Lived in the old Williams
home at the corner-of
Washington and Scott

By KEN COIN

Several yesrs ago I was fortunate enough to purchase
a large quantity of vintage photographs of an old DeWitt
family from a St. Johns antiques dealer.

Before donating them to the DeWitt Library, I did &
little detective work and found that they had once
belonged to Floyd and Olive (Averill) Furgason who lived
in DeWitt many years ago.

Some were of easily recognizable scenes but most,
such as the one pictured here, were group pictures, fami-
ly pictures.

1 did my best to put names to the old faces but a few,
including this one, eluded me. I knew that the older cou-
ple seated in the center of the picture were James and
Ellen (Keeney) Furgason; but the other folks? Ellen’s
sporting a sizable corsage so I figured it was some special
occasion,

Well, I hadn’t done anything further with the pho-
tographs for several years when the story behind this pic-
ture found me. It’s true what they say: “The easiest way
to find something is to stop locking for it.”

I was recently at the Library of Michigan going
through reels of microfilmed county newspapers, looking
for something else completely, when I spotted a write-up
regarding a 50th wedding anniversary celebration of the
Furgasons. |

I discovered this picture was taken on that occasion
and includes Ellen's siblings; Carrie (Keeney) Groger,
Joseph, James, Nicholas, Alanson and Edward Keeney
(plus a few sister-in-laws to round it out). Besides bemg
her 50th anniversary, the day was alsc Ellen’s 72nd
birthday.

The Furgasen’s were married in 1864 following James’
return from the Civil War. They lived for a time near
Ellen's family homestead at Cambridge, Lenawee county
and in 1880 came to South Riley where several of Ellen's
siblings had previously migrated.

By 1885, medical problems resulting from his war ser-
vice forced James' ta retire from farming and the couple
moved to DeWitt.

Community

A meeting of the Keeney Family - The 50th wedding
anniversary of James and Ellen (Keeney) Furgason, taken
at the Furgason home at 215 S. Scott St., August 21, 1914,

They purchased the old Williams home at the corner
of Washington and Scott {see Feb. 27, 1995) where they
remained until their deaths in 1915.

While I could find ne cne living who remembered
Jamee and Ellen Furgason, the names of their eight chil-
dren and spouses should ring familiar with some of our
older residents: Finis (married Francis McArthur and
Lola Miller), Feron {married Grace Baldwin), Floyd (mar-
ried Olive Averill), Effie Ellen (Mrs. Clark Lankton),
Edith {Mrs. Clarence Lankton), Ettie (Mrs. Cash Bald-
win), Charles and Elsie (the later two died young).

Ken Coin is ¢ DeWilt resident and the area’s primary
higtorian.

DeWiti-Bath Review

Photegrapher unknown, courtesy of the DeWitt Public
Librarny.
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“he be the most sbocking tragedies
known ll:l iliis part of the state for many
yuays want enacted in e townslip ol Ney
Tuegday afterngon. Johu R. Kimball, an
old aml well known resident of that town-
ship., in a fit éf femporaty insanity murder-

ed Lis aged wife, Betsey M. Kimbali, and

dviﬁg a few hours later.
Tha Wimballs tved a mile and- a half

souiﬁ of the Juson schoolhouse on a farm

¥
hen et his own threat with a jackknifé.\
|

of 78 acres which belonged to Mrs. Riwm-
bail. The first that was known of the
Lorrible deed was when their little grand-
oD, Valentine Kimbali, a boy of cleven
vears, came o the house at about D50 D

1. Tuesday. e is a son of Charles L.

imball, who lives at one corner of 1he
fann and came to do his chores which hLe
“.‘“‘;13 in the habit of deing for his grand-
parents.
. ody Blocked the Doar.
L\ s the oy started o open the door e
! .[um..zd it sulﬂwpg,ﬁgmething, and ot hcariugl
"o tesponse to his call he attenpted 10
enter. ‘The idoor was blocked by sowme
heavy oljuet, and when the lad pu:ihctl it
partly open a ghastly sight met his Ej}'t‘s-
" 1is grandiather lay againat the door 11 B
- pool of bloud, still brearhing, with his throat
Lorribly mangted by repeated thrusts of &
‘_large jackknife which he still clutched in
one haud. Not far away lay the dead
body of ,!@s grmodwother, her neck half
severed by & gaping wound from which &
_ streanm of biood had fowed entirely across
the rovn. :
fn terror the jad ran w his parents’
house and summoned his father and Mer-
vitle 1. Smith, who lives across the road,

}ﬁ_d they returned to the scene of the’:
1

- wangedy.

and entered the room. They found the|
Lody of Mrs. Kimball lying not far from’
the stove where she had been at work bal-;
. ing when she waa struck down by her in-
=atte hugband.
and two were standing on the table, while

over the motjonfess body of the old mal

<he had been baking pimr1

\im-\)!br‘\\

ANG-CHINe WERE T, 30T OB 1UUIUT, coer. .
of a murderer. THe following witnesse:
were examined: Valentine Kimball, Mrs,
Caroline G. Smith, Merville D. Smith
Frank Robison, Dr, 8. E, Gillam, Dr. P.
H. Banta, John Coffman. Williafo Mahar,
Alartin' V. Reed, Cbarles L. Kimball, Mrs.
Chinrles L. Kimball, Eiton Kimball, John
Speerbrecker, Claude Smith and Tunis

Terwilliger. Most of the testimony was in

another lay at the very cdge of he openyrglation to the habits and temperament of
oven with the hotder nearby on the 00T, 1 e deceased, the physicians and those who

indicating that she had been struck while | fiia discovered the crime being also sworn
in the act of withdrawing the pie from the:

Gven, or just as she started 1o rise.

an axe and fell upon her forehead. kmock-
. ing her buckwanl to the floor; the second
bLlow was dealt with the edge of the axe,
severing the gords and jugtlar vein and
doubticss cansing speedy death from loss of
bloml. ‘The bloody axe was found leaning
against o chair.” The body when found
was cold and the fire had burned oft, leav-
ing the stove cold, so that it is probable.
that the crime was conunitted at least twal
or three hours before it was discovered,
»  9till Breathing.

{in exantintng the prostrate form pf Mr.|
Kimball it was found that he was st‘il‘ liv~
ing. e gasped and stirred from tilne to
time, and his hands were at first found
cluwhing at bis throat, buot they after-
wards relaxed from his increasing weak-
ness, the knife which he sull held in one
Lhand dropping tv the floor. His throat
was terribly mangted and his long beard
tangled and bloodsoaked. Hebad evident-
ly -tabbed and cut his throat again and

as to.the sitzation and circumstances under

f . The  which the bodies were found.
tirst Liow had been strick with the back of -

The Verdicta,

The jury found the following verdict in
the case of Betsy M. Kimnball, her case Le-
jng taken up fixst becauseher death occur-
red Arst:  *“That the said Betsy M. Kim-
ball cauie to her death at her residemea in
the township of Riley, Clinton county, Mich-
igap, on April 29, 1002, by being struch
wpon the head and upon the neck with an
axe held in the hands of her husband, John
R Kimball, and that in the judgment of
the jury'said John R. Kimball was in a 'fit
of temporary insanity at the time be lkilled
said Betsy M. Wimball with said axe us
aforesaid,”’ 7

The verdict in the case of Johm R. im-
baltl was similiar in form except that it re-
cited that be came to his death *by his
own hands and by cutting his throat wigh
a knife then and thera held by, Lis wws.
hand and that he was' then and there
temporarily insane.”

The affair created great excitement in

again in his fierce determination to end his
life. Ile lived for about two hours afte
his body was found.

Leaving the bodies where they were
fond, the party hastily left the house an:
swmmened Dr. 0L Banta of Weatphali
and e 5. E. Gillam of this place, al
notifying Prosecuting Attorney Smnith and
sheriif schavey, ‘The officers started a
ppve ta the scene of the tragedy, but Mr.
Kimball died just before they arrived.

The Imjuest.

The acting coroner. Justice Adelbert H.
Burns of Riley township, ai once proceede
to hold an inquest over the remains, sum

“moning the following  jurors: Tober
1.anders, Arthur Schuitz, James L. Hamer
illiam A. Westinoreland, Raosom W
Parkhouds and Martin A, Hill. i
sat in one of the roomg of the Kimbat
house, where they had an opportunity
1 exawnine the situation in which the bodie
were found. The inquest lasted over thre
1 hours, extending until a late hour at night
8] aril & large number of witnesses were ex
1 amined Ly Prosecuting . Atiorney Smith

—hedagirad to kring oot the fapte wmctn})

the commuaity. and all the neighbors for
several miles around visited the scene of
the'tragedy or attended the inquest. Iy,
was generally recognized that the deed was
the act of a madwman and no foul play wa.-;t
suapected.

Well Known and Respected.

Both Mr, and M. Kimball were well
known and respected by all their neighbors,
Mrs. Kimball in particular being highly
esteemed. They were old residents, hav-
ing come from Erie county, Pa., about &0

: years ago and having lived oo the farm in

Riley for 32 years. They always hved
happily together, being in comfortable
circumstances, living on a good farm and
owing no debts. Mr. Kimball was 78 years

old and his wife T2 yeara. ¥For some time

Mr. Kimball had been i feeble health, re-

aulting partly from old age and in part
from a severe rupture which at times caused
him great pain.
become despondent and morose, often pray-
ing to die and wishing that some cne would
put him out of his misery. He-was alsg
givep to worrying, in his latter years, ove
1 possible poverty, and although they b

At such times he would

Re grgipi o rmers thi ot




~0 WhEeThie T U B At TR .8
j'!h.i_?: w0 sell 4 Gf them for 3110, saying that
lhe feared they wonld wiarve for want of
feed. Spe.rbrecker replied that if he really
!wanted 1o sell the sheep he weuld take
‘them, bwg on seeing Mrs. Kimball shake!
her headBggniticantly at him he went away,
withoup Tlking the sheep. Several other
neighbors recalled that he acted strangely,
"at times, and often when spoken w0 h_ei
i would wear a wild and startled look in hig
eyes.
' }'i‘he deceased left four children, Charle:
L. Kimball of Riley, 45 years old; John A
Rimball of Bengal, 43 years old; Maggid
M. Utter of Idabo, 335 years of age, anc
Irma B. Terwilliger of DeWiw, aged 26
The bodies were taken charge of by Oggooc
& Osgood of this city, but the arrangements
for the funeral bave not yei been made.
The interment will be io South Riley ceme-
*tery, about a mile and a half south of the
‘Kimball hume.

+. LAID SIDE BY SIDE

FUNERAL OF YICTIMS OF
TRAGEDY,

RILEY

Many Strangly Aftected by Sight of the
Dend—Infermwent Made in the
Dewltt Cemeotery.

A peculiarly sad funeral was that which
was held Saturday over the remains of the
ictims of the Kimball tragedy, full de-
ils of which were published by Tur News
agt week. A morbid curiosity hea?
drawn together a large crowd, and after
filling the house, chairs were placed on the
':awu for those who could not find places
inside. The services were conducted by
Res. Bard of Lansing. Al in atlendance
viewed the remains and many gratified
i curicsity by examining them very
losely.
ossess many at the sight of the baulies,

oubtless due in large measure to their vio- -

ent death under such strange and tragic
gircumstances, and the faces and actions of |
the people as they viewed the remains were
B curious study. One woman in particulary
was seen 10 bend over the open coffin of
Kinball and pass her fingers over the
taee &nd upon the bit of court plaster that!
clyered the wound uwpon the forehead. |
thers seemcd moved by horror or pro-!
found pity, whiie others hastened by, giv-
ing barely a :lance at the cotlins.
A-very large procession followed the re-
mains w DeWitt cemetery, wher- the -

arment*was made.

A strange sensation seemed to-

SERT RXDUDT MIN. SOILES Tolér of ieagn
from :

apotse W telegrams sent,

Mry, Kimbali left o will and her 401, Chay.
lie .. Kimbail, has filed a petition fo a4
ML it Lo probate. ‘The will was maule
1894 and gave her husband all her Persing)
vroperty and the use of ail ber real Csta,
for her lifetime; after that the farm wag 1,
be divided amoung the four children, The
wiil specitied the parcels *tat were (g £0 1o
each, which were approximately eqyat
The children now will take the POTtions
alloted them, and the personai Properiy
amonnting Lo about $400, will bhe divideg
cqually among them. The farm, Containg
78 acres of good land. L.

whbmsnothing fas been heard ip re.
.
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A mother-daughter veterinarian team

Helen Everett Wood, 91, will be celebraiing the Fourth of July
with her daughter, Dr. Margaret Everett Kimball, and her grand-
daughter, Dr. Edie Kimball Earl.

Edie has just completed her first year in the small animal veteri-
nary business. Edie and her mother are the only mother-daughter
veterinarians in Michigan. )

Helen refired from the State of Michigan several years ago. Some
may remember that Helen was the editor for the “Michigan Histo-
ry” magazine during the 1950s.
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C01n° Preservmg hotel’s herltage

ad];a.cent to'::'. :
complex .on Prairie -
Créek’ and .- * Caroline

Turner (his” w1fe) was -

highest bidder for the
hotel, some village lots
in New Albany and

' ‘some” acreage to the

south. Alt.hough the
Turners - purchased -
much .of t.he estate to
add to their already
substantial land. hold-
mgs and business enter-

- prises, they had, by this
date, ‘all: but: left -the

becknnmg‘ call of the
California . gold - fields
whare they eventually

bécame pérma.nent set~

tlers. .
In Aprﬂ uf 1851, Cat- -

oline Turner sold the. .

hotel and surrounding -
land * 46" Rowland'
VanScoy,’«a farmer:. of .
sotithern DeWitt Town: -

ship. VanSctthrh:n }f:;g_k nie Harper) mwed into

his family -to
but remained. only’ a .
short time before mov-__
ing to Maple Rap1ds A
chance surviver from ;
the VanScoy ownership
is a gold-embossed invi-
tation to a grand Wash-
ington's Birthday .cele-
bration "At the Assem-
bly Room of Rowland S.
VanScoy", February: 22,
1853. The admission
was $1.75 but it
promised "Good Music
will be in Attendance".

In 1850, Henry Moon

also made the  haz-
ardous trip to the gold

remained - -there . three
years, returning to his
- wife and children with,
says: his. obituary, "a
snug fortune”. In 1854
he purchased the hotel
from VanScoy and. this
commodious - building
was just what he needed
“for ' his -equally large
family. He had, at the
" time, #ix chaldren, phus
his - wife Susan's fm;lr
children by her prévious
marriage. He acqmred
more - acreage in the
vicinity of the houise,
“built: barns, : pléhted

C]mton County. -

“from farmmg ‘and sold -
-the' Home: and. farm 't
his son.8ylvester who,

.with lns,new bride of -

' have been changed; the

mill complex, Jong van-
ished and. the surround-
ing land is quickly sue-
cumbing to. the
machines of modern
development. Of New
Albany in - 1838, of
DeWitt-and all of Clin-
‘ton County, only the
DeWitt Hotel, a chance
survivor remains as a
silent  monument .and
sole witness to the past
150-p1us years of Michi-

-gan's  transformation

from: a-wilderness terri-

- tory to a modern state.

“There: arent many
orchards and. aventua]ly o
1mproved it inté ona of

' the ‘shéwplace: farms of;
. -although it teeds a lot
‘ I 1875, Moon ret:red'

Mickigan - towns that
can-boast a 156-year old
stagacoach stop. And

. of attention it'd be a pity
*if "Historie DeWm;“ did-

had untll after 1t was

‘gone,

Ken Coinisa reSLdent
of DeWitt and the area’s
primary historian.

‘ntknow whata gem lt. N

only ‘two months; (Ten

the’ house. "Although
they had ng  children to

Ui, ‘they. continued to.

make. it their farm horie
- for ovér 30 years, selling

it in 1908 to Frank and -

Pauline "Polly" (Yanz)

Klaver. The historic old

home has remained in-

the Klaver family since
that -time, eventially
passing into the owner-
ghip of their son Charlie
and his wife Mable.

The name of New

Albany is now 8 unique -

oddity in DeWitt. The.

names  of its streets
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Obituaries

Edward F. Klaver

Edward F. Klaver, 96, of
DeWitt, died Jan. 6, 1988.

Mr. Klaver was born on
Dec. 9, 1891, in Olive
Township, Clinton County,
the sen of Frank and
Pauline {Yanz) Klaver. He
was a life member of the
Emmanual Methodist
Church of DeWitt, being
active in the choir and

quartet of both churches.
Surviving are one
daughter, Marguerite
Dalman; two sons and
daughters-in-law, Earl and
Esther Klaver and Harold
and Betty Klaver, all of
DeWitt; eight grand-
children; 16 great-
grandchildren; eight
great-great-

grandchildren; three

sisters-in-law, Mable
Klaver of DeWit{, Dorothy
Klaver of Lansing, and
Gilberta Henning of
DeWitt.

He was married to Clara
L. Henning on Feb. 9, 1916,
and she preceded him in

death Aug. 9, 1965. He was
-also preceded in death by a

sister; Minnie Kopietz, and
two brothers, Charles and
Dan Klaver.

Services were Jan. 9 at
Gorsline-Runciman
DeWitt Chapel with
Pastors Harry Johnson
and Daniel Biteman Jr. of-
ficiating. Interment was in
DeWitt Cemetery.

Casketbearers were Mr.
Kiaver’s grandsons.
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) Florence L. Magsig

Florence L. Magsig, 88, of DeWitt died Dec. 13, 1987,

Mrs. Magsig was born Aug. 22, 1899, in DeWitt and
was a lifelong resident of the DeWiit area. She was a
member of the Redeemer United Methodist Church, and

- active in the chureh and its circles. She was a member
" of the Biue Star Mothers.

She was preceded in death by her huspand Raymond
Sr.in 1975, and by two brothers and one sister.

Surviving are two daughters. Gladys Paschke of Lan-

-sing and Ariene Schneeberger of DeWitt; one son, Ray-
- mond Magsig Jr. of DeWitt; seven grandchiiren; 12

great-grandchildren; one brother, Francis Kiaver of
Dansville; and three sisters, Dorothy Smith of Ovid,
Marie Schneeberger of Grand Rapids, and Mable Cass
of Lansing.

Services were Dec. 16 at the Redemmer United
Methodist Church of DeWitt with Pastors Harry
Johnson and Daniel Biteman Jr. officiating. Interment
was in DeWitt Cemetery,

Casketbearers were grandsons.

Contributions can be made to the Redeemer United
Methodist Church.



