
OBITUARY. 

) .John Kaufman was born in \Vindsor 
, township, I'luron county, Michigan, on 

I 
the 2nd da~· of July, 1886. At the age 
of six years, he accompanied his par· . 

1 ents to Olh·e township, Clinton coun- J 

I ty, and in 1893 the family mo,·ed to I 
Dewitt, where the deceased has since 
made his home. He is survired by his ! 
father. four sisters, Mrs. John John- \ 
son of Detro:t, l\lrs. Albert Lietzke of 
Olive, Emma and Anna, living at home, 
and two brothers, Robert of OliYe, and 
Edward. also living at home. He is 
also survh ·ed by a host of other rela- 1 
tives to mourn their loss. His mother : 
pased a way on December 24, 1912, and : 
his grandfather, Frederic Mayer of ' 
Olive, passed away Thursday, ~larch ! 
26, 1914. 

He had an abiding faith in the Sav­
ior and he suffered patiently for ser­
eral years from a lingering illness. 
He passed away at an early hour on 
Monday morning, March 30, 1914. He 1

1 
was a member of the Epworth League 
of the German 1\1. E . church of West , 
Dewitt. The funeral was held on Wed-I 
nesday afternoon at 2 oclock from the 
l\I . E. church at Dewitt. Rev. G. T. l 
Fisher and Rev. George 'Nahl offlciat- ' 

1 
ing. The remains were laid to rest I 
beside those of his mother in Dewitt, 
cemetery. I 
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5rf-~- an.d 31.~s. SR.icha~d J(en,ym1 J{eck 
~<'qursl tf1e honou~ o/ you~. p'Lesence 

al tlie nianiaqe of tfiei'L daugfite-~ 

.~ldichele .miane 

to 

JJ1~. :Michael Louis Sf1oolt£ 

on, 0alul/.day, tf1e f i/teentf1 of Jluqust 

':Jlirzefeen fiuncl1iccl an.cf sevo1ty 

al seven. o'clock in die evening 

<J!i~.st Con.g~.egalion.al Cfiu'Lc/2 

100 jy{,ap[e Jlven.uc 

St. gohn.s , 3dic/1igan, 

9"?..eccplion 
immediafcly /olloming tf1e ce~emony 

J{ing Jl,,,tf1U'i's Cou1tl 

2201 Gast S tale St~eel 

Lansing, 511ichigan 



la~. Michael and Mi­
chele Shooltz of 
DeWitt; 1 son, Richard 
K. Keck, Jr. of Bir­
mingham; 3 grandchil­
dren; Michael, Jr., 
Christopher, and Kelly 
Michele Schooltz all of 
DeWitt, mother-in-law, 
Mrs. Irene Gall of 
DeWitt; 2 sisters, Mrs. 
Richard (Jean) San­
dow of Farwell and 
Mrs. Lois Brinkerhoff 
of Clare; brother-in­
law, Frank Richmond , 
of DeWitt; several 
nieces and nephews. 
Funeral services will 
be held Tuesday, 11:30 
a.m. at the DeWitt 
Community Church 
with The Rev. Freder­
ick C. Nose and The 
Rev. Earl Eastman of­
ficiating. Military ser­
vices will be conducted 
by th DeWitt V.F. W. 
#671. Interment will be 
held in DeWitt Ceme­
tery. Casket bearers 
will be Mr. Keck's 
nephews. The family 
will receive their 
friends at the Gorsline­
Run c i man Dewitt 
Chapel Sunday, 12-4 
and 7-9 p.m. and Mon­
day, 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. 
where the Masonic Ser­
vice will be conducted 
by the DeWitt Lodge 
#272 F.& A.M. Monday 
at 7:30 p.m. Contribu­
tions may be made to 
the DeWitt Community 
Church or to the Hos­
pice of Clinton County. 

KECK, RICHARD K. 

DeWitt 

Age 62, died March 20, 
1987 in DeWitt. Born 
November 15, 1924 in 
Clinton County, Mr. 
Keck was a member of 
the DeWitt Community 
Church. He was em­
ployed at Culligan Wa­
ter Conditioning of 
DeWitt for 36 years. He 
was a member of the 
DeWitt Lodge #272 F.& 
A.M., past Patron of 
DeWitt Chapter #30 
0 .E.S .• and the V.F.W. 
DeWitt Post #671. He 
served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II 
aboard a cruiser in the 
Pacific Theatre. He is 
survived by his wife, 
Dorothy of DeWitt; l 
daug~ter and son-io-
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Troth An.nounced 

j 
i 

! MISS MARGERY ANN LEE 
Ii 

l'.fr and Mrs A very Lee of 
DeWitt announce the engag-c­
ia1ent of their c\aughLer, Mar­
guy Anu, to Ronald Ray 
Keel, son of Lhe la te Mr 
J ohn Keel and Mrs Melvin 
E'. Howse of DeWitt. Tho 

• !H ' l >.'ll) i )l·,t.!vu' J1r l<IPl/;l.'Ot1l)t l:s 
presently S'l-rtLlonl·d in Nor­
folk, Virginia with the United · 
States Navy , 

De\ViH 
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Furgason's 50th wedding anniversary captured on film 
Lived in the old Williams 
home at the comer .of 
Washington and Scott 

By KEN COIN 

Several years ago I was fortunate enough to purchase 
a large quantity of vintage photographs of an old DeWitt 
family from a St. J ohns antiques dealer. 

Before donating them to the DeWitt Library, I did a 
little detective work and found that they had once 
belonged to Floyd and Olive (Averill) Furgason who lived 
in DeWitt many years ago. 

Some were of easily recognizable scenes but most, 
such as the one pictured here, were group pictures, fami­
ly pictures. 

I did my best to put names to the old faces but .a few, 
including this one, eluded me. I knew that the older cou­
ple seated in the center of the picture were James and 
Ellen (Keeney) Furgason; but the other folks? Ellen's 
sporting a sizable corsage so I figured it was some special 
occasion . 

Well, I hadn't done anything further with the pho­
tographs for several years when the story behind this pic­
ture found me. It 's true what they say: "The easiest way 
to find something is to stop loolcing for it." 

I wa.s recently a.t the Library of Michigan going 
through reels of microfilmed county newspapers, looking 
for something else completely, when I spotted a write-up 
regarding a 50th wedding anniversary celebration of the 
Furgasons. . 

I discovered this picture was taken on that occasion 
and includes Ellen's s iblings; Carrie (Keeney) Groger, 
J oseph, James, Nicholas, Alanson and Edward Keeney 
(plus a few sister-in-laws to round it out). Besides being 
her 50th anniversary, the day was also Ellen's 72nd 
birthday. 

The Furgason's were married in 1864 following James' 
return from the Civil War. They lived for a time near 
Ellen's family homestead at Cambridge, Lenawee county 
and in 1880 came to South Riley where several of Ellen's 
siblings had previously migrated. 

By 1885, medical problems resulting from his war ser­
vice forced J ames' to rcti re from farming and the couple 
moved to DeWitt. 

A meeting of the Keeney Family • The 50th wedding 
anniversary of James and Ellen (Keeney) Furgason, taken 
at the Furgason home at 215 S. Scott St., August 21, 1914. 

They purchased the old Williams home at the corner 
of Washington and Scott (see Feb. 27, 1995) where they 
remained until their deaths in 1915. 

While I could find no one i"iving who remembered 
James and Ellen Furgason, the names of their eight chi!- I 

dren and spouses should r ing familiar with some of our 
older residents: Finis (married Francis McArthur and 
Lola Miller), Feron (married Grace Baldwin), Floyd (mar­
ried Olive Averill), Effie Ellen (Mrs. Clark Lankton), ( 
Edith (Mrs. Clarence Lankton), Ettie (Mrs. Cash Bald­
win), Charles and Elsie (the later two died young). 

Keri Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's primary 
historian. 

Photographer unknown, courtesy of the DeWitt Public 
Library. 
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:formc-1· ltllc y Mnn Dlrs . 
. Benjamin P. Kcllo;;g, who was 

tdt·nH:rly l.l rc!;ldc,nt oC the, tull'n:ohiP 
o C HIiey, (\!eel it" his homo in Dd rolt,': 
Dec<:mbc,· g1 , or cancer. 111.-. }{el, 
Joi;g wa,; 71 yc,ar:s ot 11 1,0, ,,nrt ls ,n,rJ:· 
vtvl!d Loy hlt1 ul~ler. Mn1. li:!l"lJort !llll_, 
1er ot Riley l O"'JIIShlP. IL ,;011, l'to1/ia.r :· 
QC Dutrott, , bt>i;lc\t:tl n. host ot tr!e ud!I ' 
11) DetrolL llXHl SL. Jo1rnM . • The l><>d}' I 
wat1· brought, lo tit. Juhn11 Co,· t,u.-tu'I 
llO<I t,hc lnt<.:l'ffiiJl\t Wll>l 11111<).o In thE 
Dray cemolo,ry, 'In tho '' towru,lllt) ·rot 

· Rile;,- •in Ja nt1ary 2. , [. - • ,: ! 
-- . "\ ,1, . ' . . ,', -
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I Norther11i Honeyrnoon 
Jtoi JVfr, and Mrs. Hansen 

• I 

r 
<, 

Mlt AND MRS THOMAS _E. IIA.!';S£N 

[n ~ lovely candlelight cere- green accessories, a nd a cor­
mony at the !First !Methodist .sage of chartreuse glamelias. 
church i n St. Joh1Ls Saturday 'The bridegroom's mother wore 

·evening, August 5, M:iss Ju- dusty pink embroiderecl silk. 
tlHh -1,nnru l {u11nudy ,l111orunl1 orHL1Inm wll,ll plrdc ncc,rn110 l'IPH 
the ,bride of rrhomas •Ji:, Han- a1td a J~ink glarndia conaige. , 
sen. The church ' altar was '' * 

( a d' o r, n e d with 1white and . THE lHtIDE'q grancimoth-
1 

shrimp colored glads urn! can-- er, Mrs Charle~ R ot:)11.lins of 
dleholders )Vere attached to rural St . 1Johns, wor e j:Jlack 
the pews, al.~o decorated wi~h anct white with yello-w ~mun 

. white glads and ,bows. . . corsage, while Mrs Ha1rnah 
The Rev tA verlll .Carson of Parki;, of ·ne,Witt, graitclmoth­

th·e DeWltt Community church er of the bridegroom, iwore a 
officiated at ,the double ring ~!oral pr-int dress and a n or­
·ceremony at 8 · p. m. before chid mum corsage . · · 
about ~150 wedding guests . A reception in Niles Hau· 

" '' foll owed the ceremony. The I 
1'HE BRIDE is the claugh- lovely 4-tiered wedding cal~e 

ter of Mr and fMl's Gerald Ken- lrlmmed in white and shrimp 
nedy of '1037 /We1bh road, De- color, ,was 1baked t>Y the bride'~ 
Witt, and a ' graduate of the aunt, -Betty il3aker. Those a.~­
DeiWttt high school in il06,l, and sis ting in the serving 'were (L~ 
lhe MeLba Beauty Academy. 0 l) n, Muriel Fan, Dorothii 
Her lbriclegroom is the :;on of Miller, ~oyce '.Batdo.rf, Coral 
M r a nd Mrs :Clyde Han:;en of I ,elter, B etty !Balcer , Tone .Ba-
211,72 E. Main street; '.DeWitt, ker, ,Linda L eiLer, Mr and !Mr s 
ancl a 11057 graduate of the De- J 11 mes 'Barger, Dan Stam­
,Witt high school and ls n01w ,baugh and IMrs Forest. iJoyq, 
attending iLansing Comm.uniLy Miller of G rand 'Rapids att<md• 
College . ed the guest lboolc. 

(F' o r her nuptials , Judith 
chose a •white nylon tMfeta and 
Chantilly lace gown, designed 
with sca+loped ne~k.Jine trim­
med with pailettes •and seer! 
pearls.· IA ,bustle back ,bow was 
followed by a chapel length 
t ra ln and a white nylon Laffe~a 
rose secured. nur bouHant veil 
of il.lusion. She wore CtJltured 

·• 
WHE N 'l'fl.E n e-wlyw eds left 

on their tour oJ' northern Mlchi­
gan, the new !Mrs Han:;en was 
wearing an orchid print suit, 
with white ,i.nd orchid• acce.,- ' 
sol'ies an d the corsage from h er 
1brida•l •bouquet. Up on Lhei,r re­
turn they will be living in ihei1: 
new home on 'O'rte!1 Roa(I, Ha1f• · 



l
.,,.,..,ui:;, n.u.t:,u.:,~ a, ,vui;s "u- auscy p llll< c:1n1.>roldered silk 
clith Leora Kennedy became organza with pink a ccessorie:; 
the 1bride of II'homas iE. Hun- apd a pin!~ glamelia corsn11e .. 

i sen. · The church · altar was ~ * · 
i a d O l' n e d wnh wl;lite and THE BRlDE'S grandmoth-
shrimp colored glads ;tncl can- er, Mrs Charle:i H.oqbins of 
dleholders were attached to rural St. J ohns, wore black 
the pews, also de,:orated with and wh1to with yril)ow mum 
white glads and 1bows. corsage, while Mrs Hanna,h 

The Rev IA ver!ll -Carson of Parks, of De<Witt, grnrnlmoth­
the DeWitt Community church er or the briclegroorn., :wore a 
officiated a.t .the dou•ble · rlng floral print dress and an or­
cer,emony at 8 p. m. before chic! mum corsage. · 
about Q50 weclding gu1ists. A reception in Niles H.111 

•· * followecl. the .ceremony. Thel 
'l'HE BRIDE is the daugh- lovely 4-tlen,d Wt:clding calce 

t er of Mr and iMrs Gerald Ken- -trimmed in white and shrimp 
nedy of '10~7 iWebb road, De- colo r, ,was ,)lUked by the :bride'~ 
Witt, and a graduate of the aunt, Betty ·Baker. Those us• 
De;Witt high school in 'i1961, e.nct shiting in Lhc servi)1g 'were [,h 
the Mehba Beauty Academy. On n, Muriel Farr . Dorothy 
Her !bridegroom is the son ot Miller, ,Joyce Batdorf, Cor1;1l 
Mr .and Mrs -Clyde Hansen of 'Leiter, Betty il3nker, Tone .Ba-
2172 E. Main street, DeWitt, ker, ,Linda Leiter, Mr a nd Mrs 
and a '1957 graduate or the De- James 'Barger, Dan Stam­
Witt h igh school and is n o w ,baugh and uv1rs 1''orest. Joye!? 
attending Lansing :Coqununity Miller of Grand •Rapids attend-
College. . · eel the guest lboolc. 

lF o r her nupUals, Judith ·• • 
chose a ,white nylon taffeta and WHEN 'l'HE newlyweds left 
ci,,u1tiily lace gown, designed on their tour of northern Michi­
wilh scalloped neckline trim- gan, the new \Mrs Hansen was 
med with pailettes and ;,eed wearing an orchicl pr.int suit, 
pearls.· tA ,bustle back ,bow was with w•hite rinct orchicl• acce.3-
followe<.1 by a chapel IengLh sories and th,e cors.iise from, he r 
train and a white nylon t•a'ffe•ta 1brida•l ·bouquet. IJpon the\r re­

,r.ose sekt1red her pour-rant veil tµrn they 1will be living in tMlr 

µear•ls and earrings, a glft o! Jett. • .. 

f

!Jf illusio11. Sh~ 'WPl'e cultured new home on G1·~en Ho.\1cl·,·];!~11~· 

the ,bridegroom and carried a Wedding guess were pre;;- ' 
crescent shaped ~rrangemcnt ent 1'rorn Detroit-, Ithaca, Al- · 

lof white glamelias with ivy, ma, 'Lansing, St. Johns and 
,pearls and white streamers Dt-1fitt. 
·tied in lovers knots. U'vlr Ken-
'nedy gave his ~laughter in ' 
marriage. .. 

MARJBE'.l'll IJohns~m Of !Ma­
l son served as maid -Of honor 
while Bonnie Locher of De!Witt 
and ICarolyn 'Mlller of Grand 
n ,11 p 1 c\ 11 •wuru lirlllc.:m1ulc,l:i. 
They ·wore identically :;tyled 
gowns -Of shrimp .silk organza 
with busUe ba.(:lt and ~atin 
streamers . of the same -color. , 
Matching veils feJ.l !l'rom a 
~·ose .sha·ped headpiece or -the 
same mateJ"i(.ll. They e•arrled 
c r escent shaped ,bouquets of 
white and shrimp colored g~a­
melias and ivy. Their shoes 
matcl1ed the gowns and -their . 
gloves were white, 

\Cindy Baker of !Lansing was 
flower girl and [)avid· Miller 
of Gr,and ·Rapids acted as r-ing 
j)earer. 

MIKE H()LBROOJC ot Ma­
"son •served as ,best m an,· w11110 
groomsmen and ushern were 
Bob Kennedy of De1Witt, , Da­
vid Steadman of East Lansing, 
J i rq McGoveny of DeiWitt, 
Keith Adams and Larry Foy 
of Lansing. 

Carolyn (Nickel ,was organist 
for the service and accompa­
nied (Michael -Scofield of F\lint 
when he sang "iBecause," 

1 
" Hour qf Golden Promise" 

, and " ,The Lord's !Prayer." 
: For ·her daughter's wedding, 
i.Mrs Kennedy ,was WC:aring a 
111, ernbrolr'lered silk orr."an- ' 

,._~...,..,,~ 

,,..-...._ 



Ex-La,ising 
Major Wins 
High Medal 

Maj. Charles S. Kettles, 38, 
formerly of I Lansing, has re­
ceived the Army's second high­
est combat 
award - the 
Dislinguis h e d 
Service Cross 
for action May 
15, 1967, as a 
helicopter pilot 
supporting in­
fantry opera• 
tions near Due 
Pho, Vietnam. 
· According to 
the award citation, Maj. Ket­
tles volunteered to carry rein­
forcements to a hard-hit air­
borne infantry unit and to 
evacuate casualties. He led a 
!light of helicopters into the 
landing zone through a savage 
barrage, returning twice until 
all · but eight men were picked 
up. His third trip into the bat­
tle area was in a second heli­
copter, after his own was 
heavily damaged. Allhough 
that aircraft abo was badly 
damaged, he flew it to safety 

1 wilh its evacuees. 
Maj. Kettles served in the 

Army 1951-56, was a partner in 
, _ a Ford qealership in DeWitt 

from 1956-62, and returned to 
the service in 1963. 

He also has received the Dis­
ti n g u i s h e d Flying Cross, 
Bronze Star. and six awards of 
the Air Medal. 

Maj. and Mrs. Kettles· now 
live in San Antonio. His par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert G. 
Kettles, formerly of Lansing, 
live at Bruce Mines, Ont., ·and 
two brothers, J ames and Rich­
ard, live in Lansing. 

t 
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(Special to The State Journa.J) 

BIG RAPIDS. Feb. 22 -
t erris institute made plans 
Wednesday to carry on its trade 
and business schools after fire, 

,1 caused possibly by defective 
wiring, . raged through its two 
main buildings and damaged a 
third late T uesd.iy afternoon. 

Leveled by -the flames were the 
commerce and pharmacy buildings, 
causing damage es·tima.ted at be­
tween $700,000 
$800,000 and 
jury to four 
dents, irn;ludir1g[f') 
Lansing and 
Witt youths. 
Joss was partially 
covered by insur­
ance. Injuted by 
falling bricks and 
metal while aid­
ing firemen were: 
Robert Andrews, 
21, of 1610 S. Gen­
esee dr., Lansing; 
Richard Kiebler. 
20, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. LeRoy Kieb­
ler, DeWitt; Ken­
neth .Kocher, of 
?-files, and James 

'"'"'''''"''''''"''''''"'''''' McEvoy, Bay City. 
Most s e r i o u s 1 y 
hurt was · young 
Kiebler. He wru: 
caught under the 
·main fall._ of metal Robert Andrews 
•and bricks and the three otpers 
were hurt rescuing him from the 

1 debri~ . All four student.5 were 

~f}[;f~', \Q/~']~[1 f::~~~i;!~~ w~~i-; 
· ' :.-: }i Kiebler was re- · 

,\.! ported to be In 
:' "serious" con di­

.· t ion. He suffered 
from back and leg 
miuries, possible 
lnternn.l In j u r y 
and shock. Young 
Andrews, son o! 
Mr. and Mrs. Har­
old Andrews, 1601 
S. Genesee dr .• 

Richard Kiebler suffered s e v er e 
cuts on the head and about the 
hands, and shock. He was attracted 
to the aid of young Kiebler by 
screams that couild be heard distant 
from the scene. 

Other Lansing'students and. !ac• 
ulty members at the school pitched 
in to aid firemen in battling t.o 
bring the fire under control and to 
save the alumni building. Among 
them were Dennis I. Cassilman, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis I . Cas­
silman, 2000 Harding ave; Homer 
Garrison, a student, and Bob Sher­
man, coa,ch. 
, Fire departments from Big Rap­
ids and Midland made valiant ef• 
forts to save the two s tructureB. 
Hampered by near-zero tempera­
ture.;, high wind and snow and low 
water pressure, the firemen battled 
the flames for more than three 
hours before bringing them under 
'control. Walls of the two build• 
ings still were standing but they 
will have to be torn down. 

See FIRE-Pa!"e Z 
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.TE JOURNAL 
The Weather 

Cll. !I Weather Bueaw. Eaot Landnr) 

Cloudy and cold tonight and t · , 
Thursday. Low tonight 10, high 

1

, 
Thursday 25, · 

~ i 
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$700,000 Loss in Ferris _ Fire; 
Six ll~!rt; T~o Buildings Razed 
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De Witt Bo)'j 
Are Injured 

-
School Plans to Carry on 

Despite Costly Blaze; 
Students Aid· Firemen J ~ 
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DeWitt food firm owner dies at 52 
Funeral services for Richard J. 

Kiebler, executive officer of Kiebco 
Foods, DeWitt, were scheduled at I 
p.m .. today in the DeWitt Commu­
nity Church. 

friend, recalled Monday. "He was a 
very generous person to people who 
needed help." , 

was a member of the DeWitt Busi­
ness Association, DeWitt ?-ti.a.sonic 
Lodge and very active in Alcoholics 

:Miles Merrill, a business associ­
ate for over 20 years, called Kiebler 
"all bluff on the outside. He was all 
mush inside. Many he helped never 
knew it." 

Anonymous. · -

Kiebler, 52, of 1106 E. Gene\"a Dr., 
DeWitt, died une>..-pectedly Friday of 
a.I)- apparent heart attack while at 
h.is cottage near Grayling. 

"No one will ever know how 
many people Dick Kiebler helped," 
Paul Tale of DeWitt, a long-time 

Kiebler, ·who founded Kiebco, a 
meat processing firm, v,rith his fa. 
ther LeRoy and brother Ron in JS$, 

He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy· three sons Christopher 
Cash ~d Chip, ail of DeWitt; a sis'. 
ter, Gretchen Coco of Wilmington, 
Del., and his mother, Helen Kiebler 
of DeWitt. 

Arrc.11gements are by the DeWitt 
Area Chapel. 

~aproo = ~~~nc c 3 ~~n~ < c~~o -g~~~~~n~g> =~~>n~ r~~7no~~ ~ 
~~

0
~ ~ro mro::ic~~nni-~~~rom~-v::> 5 ~~m ::, occ;~~m~~ocro~:::,- -nE ~~m 

::>-c-· ~ .... 3~mc -- · --ro m,_..., ~ - o..v, c;::>O..:::,-rov,v, ~3C::,~$-mc::, m _v, 
r-;. v - "' ::: < c; ~ v, -, £ < ~ ::> ::,- ::l v, <1, < ro n, ~;., n · ~ - · ro o O o <= :::!.. ::> • 0 n ~ - n, v, 
..., ~ ::l "' ..., - · - c; . r. - - ::, . -· . <: - , "' ~ ~ - r, < v, '< ~ ::,- n -· "'I - ro ~~- ~ m= o.. ~ = o~- E =::, =~ :::,-n·v, g ~~ ::,2. --C~ · - ~ 0 '-<E c< o::>c 
-~ ~ :::,- ro~ -E n§3mcm =· ~3~6~! ~w - v,~n~mv, -~ = :::,- roc; -0 · 
;:i:_...__ v(")c-t"a::;-i-•rr-n< ::l-- o..--~----C. - --'-<::, - -~c;::?- ~-::,-(l) ;:I _c; 

0 
- ~~ -::r::,- o= ~ - - · - · ~~ ::, .... ~~cro::, ...,r 0 - -~~-o.. ~ o..u ~ ~ ::,► .... n ~-::l~ ...,= 3 ::l = -_a§---~c=-1 >::,-o::, : ~ro- co ~-m 

- ~ ;:J ,..; ,'< r. g g - o- n, c,- ::. 3:'< ::,- m ro :::. ::: ::: c .g. ;:;;· n ;:; - <'< cft'· 3 ro v, ::,- :::,- 2 c -'2 '5-'< 
~fr= 3~- ~t =ro; ro~ c rom~::,-v.~~-::s-zv.§~6 .... ~ -~ m5-~~-~E O..~ d ~s· 

::r:.: _; ~~ , - ::r - :r. · · ""i • -. n ..... '"': - 3 .. ,... - r:i . · - < ::. ~ - -c n - < _; ;_t"i r. - · -en < 
n~ 3 v. ~c =-tr. S ~;:;'< S_-:::,-c::1>-=:.;:; 0 = 15'-""' 5; 3 r,'< ~c; ~~ 5-£'.;; ro ~ ~ "~- ~ '];,ro ~ E,' 
::5' _, C (l) ..., , c· ::, [Tl ~ ro - 0 ~ :i:: r-, r, < C 3 ::, - (t) - ::, 0 c; 0.. .._,, - '-< 
~. ~ 22 ~-~~ :::. : _ $_-;; ~' :; ;<2-o v, ~~~-;:;·ii:·':":< :::.e> o c; ~~ ""<it a..~:::,-5-5- ;' ro E =- , · l~~ gi~~~g~ i ~l~ ~~~~~~~~o~~~i~~~~~= ~aroi~;:;;~~ s·~ ~~~g~ 

0 
<t> 

~ ..... .... 

- ~;,::; 
i -

{'!"; 

~ t::;) 
r-,,..., 
~ ; ' ::0 :::, 

~ 
< ::0 
~ -C1 r") .., = ;.-

;e 
0 

) 

7t 
t-
2-­
~ 
{" 



~ 

. u~,e br· the most shocking trage.liei,, 

· · , · tl ,. p•rt of the state for many known rl'I 1~ ~ 

• ·t,• I in the 1ow11>1hip of Hi¼,y 
)'t.:~U'ti WUJl t i\lat_. C •. 

T nel!da y afternQYn- John IL 1~1111ball . an 

old ~ well l.nown re~ident of that t0wn-
. · . · fit ~f i.~mpornry insanity nntrder­shtp, Ill a 

cd his aged wife, Betsey M. Kimball, an,I\ , 

then c;ut his own throat with 'a jackknife. 

dv i&.! a few hotirs· h,ter. 
· 'f:1;1 l~iJ:nballil . livei a.. mite and· a half 

1 , , · f ll J"=n schvolhonso on a farm so11th o t e •= 
_ b 'tclt belon"ed to Mrs. Kim- ' of ,8acres w o 

ball. The tirst 1h;\t wa.s k11,.w11 of tht> 
'bl ,, d ... as when their little grand­h OITt e uee " . 

. 1•. \.) ll a boy of eleven 
,;oo Yalcnune ~101 a • · 

' bo • ''O p vears, came to the honse M a ut v:-, ~ 
•. _ 1 lie i~ a i\Oll of Char les I.. 
111. Tue,._ ay. 

I.. I.J·•II who lives nt one comet· uf the 
\. 1111 ... , 

. d to do his chores which he 1.u·I.Jl.. an came . 
, . "ab·1t of doillo" for his grand" · was in the u 

p?.rents. 
\ . l1111ly IUoc kt'<I th., Door. 

\ .\s the .!JOY started to open the door be 
· 1 . . · ld.b" s<>methina and on hcariug 
full\ll ll j"-,...-~.-,...---- ... , I 

uo ;-..,spons.- ·to his r ail he attempted to 

enter. TIH! ,1001· ,,·,i.s blocked by so11Je 
bean· oLjcct , and wh"n the lad pushed tt 

· I· eye-partly ope it a ghastly .-;ight met us _ ··· 
I . tJ .1 ,or Ill ii 

· llis ~rarnlfath~r ay aga11~t 1~ u• _ .. l 
·.pool of blood. s till brea1 lung, with his th10.'1_ . 

horribly mllI\gled by repeated thrusts 01_•' 
'1nrrre jackknife which he st.ill clutched Ill ~n; ha.ml. i:'ot far away lay the do,.,d_ 
body of . i.~ gn,_11dmotl1er, her neck_ lH\I: 
~e,~r~l by l gaptng wound from "lttcb. 
,;trealll of blood had !lower! entirely ,\cross 

t he room . 
In terror the lad ran 

house and smnmoned his 

t<> his p:uents' 
father and :',fer-

,·ille ll. Smith, who lives acros;; the road, 
the scene of th, · 

I 
•~ ml they returned to 
. 'r'-agedy. 

I
~.,...;,, K11¥1t4S µ, e ~,.a:,-.. . ·U!«r-cnme 11:~~~-o:jj'~~- '!"---
OYer the motio~ress body of the old ma of- a mu~erer. · . ..,.e r~ owKi~ allw1~ 

wei,e exammed: ~afentme. mb , Mn,. 
and enteretl the room .. They found tbe, Caroline G. Smith, Mervil_le D. Smith 
oody of :'tlrs. Kimball lymg not far from

1 
Frank Robison, Dr. S. E. <:i1llam, Dr. P. 

the sto\'e where she had been at work bak-1 H. Banta, John Coffman. W11~ Mahar, 
: ing when she wa.s su-uck down by- her in- : :\lartin'V. R_~ed, Charles L. KK_un~:N• t~-

b k' . · C'l11u·lc8 L l,unbnll, F.lton Im , • o D 
sane h11~ba111I. ~he_ hail bL'tm :, mg pi_cs Spt,t!rbrecker, Claude ::;mi~ and 'I:trn_ia 
and t wo wcre , 1.anrl1ng on the table. while T erwilliger . Most of the testimony wa.s m 
anc,tJ,er la,· at the very edge of the open f relation to the habits ~d temperament of 
?,·en with ·, he holder nearby on the rtoor, I t~e d~eased, the p~y-~c1aM_and those who 
1ndicau 11~ that sh" had becn struck while. t1111t dLSCo~ered_ the cnme bemg also swon1 
in the an uf ,~it.bdrawing l11e pie from the • as to-the s1tuat1on and c1rcun.,st&nces under 
01·,·n, o:.-j1ist a.s she titartt:d. to rise. Tbe, which the bodies were found. n L .1 
first liluw hail been struck with the back of · The VeNllcta. '6 7 
an axe and fell upon her foreho:&.d. lmock- The jury found the following verdict i.u 

\ ing her laackwanl to the tloor; the second the case of Betsy l\l. Kimb&ll, her case be­
blow was dealt with the edge of th_e axe, ing taken up first becalll!6ber death occ_ur­
severing th!> cords and J11~tlar ,·em and red lirst: "That the said Betsy M. Kun­
doubtlcNi 1'll11><i11g speedy death from lo~ of ball canie to her death at her reside■ce in 
bloot.l. T he bloody axe was found leanrng the township of Hiley, Clinton county, Mieh­
:\JQ.inst a cha.i r: _The b<Xly when foun~ igan, on ,\pril :W, 1002, by belng _strnci,. 
w M cohl aud tJ1e hre had b'":ncd 01ft, lea,· npon the head and upon the neck with an 
ing the sto"c cold, so tb_at tt 1• probab~e. axe held in the hands of he r hus band, John, 
t hat the c rime WIUI commttted_at least t\\Q ll Kimball . and that in the judgment o t 
or thn:c hours before it W;\d dlS<:l)\"t:l'ed. I t11e jnry,•said ,John R'. l{imball was in a nt 

, s1111 11r.-.. 1hlng. of temporary insanity at the time he kil~e,I 
__ c 111 exa111ini1,g .t11e prostrate fo~m ~f :\~~-• said Be_tsy '.\L Kimball with said a.xe a;; 

1~1u,\.Jall 1t was foun,l that he wa.~ st U In- afornsatd," • 
ing. Jl t' ;;:u;p,·,1 a11d 8tirre<l fro~1 tine tu The verdict in the case of John R . Ki".ll­
tjme. a11d hi~ hands were at fi rst found ball waa similiar in form except that it r,> ­

clHt.cui11;; at his throat, but they after- cited that Ile came to hls death- "by w~ 
wal'Cb relaxed from his increas111g weak- ow n hands a.nd by cuUilllf his Lbroa~ w~, 
111:ss. the knife which he s ull held Ill one a knife the ,: :-.!!d t!::t:rn 11£.id l:) ,.!..:..._v·,., • 
hand tlrupping to the floor . His throat ha.nd aud that he was· Uien and then: 
w:IS terribly mangled and his long _beard t erupora.rily in:iane." 
1au11le<l and blood80aked. Ile had e~·1dent- The affair c reated great excitement in 
ly .,ta bbed and cut his throat agarn an~ the comwuu ity, and a.II the neighbors fot 
ag:\in iu his lierce dt!termination to end !us ;;el'eral miles around visited the scene of 
life. lie Ii ,·ed for about two hours afte the•tragedy or attended the inquest. It 1 
ltiR body wa,i found . was generally recognized that the deed was

1 LPavi11g t lte bodies where they were the act of a rna<lman and no foul play wa.; , 
f,.11ml. 1 he party ha;;t ily left the house an_ s uspected. 
~niumune,I l>r. l'. 11. Banta of \Vestphah W e ll Known and Re•pccted. 
and Dr. ::;. E. Gil_lam of this pJac_e, al Iloth Mr. and Mrs. Kimball were well 
notifying_ l'rosecutt_n,!l' Atto_n wy :-.mitb and known and respected by all their neighbors, 
~hent'f ;xhan,y. I he officer'! started a_ '.\[rs. Kimball in particular being highly 
O!tl'~ to the scene of the trag~dy, __ but Mt. esteemed. They were old residents; bav-
h1u1ball cited JltSt before t he) arrl\ ed. ing come from Erie county, Pa., about 50 

_ Th" 111 •1 11e •t._ • yea.rs ago a.ud having lived on the farm in 
The ac111!g coronl'r. _-ltL~tlce Adelbert H. Riley for 32 years. They always h,·e<l 

nnrns of Htley township, at once l:'roceede happily t.ogetl1er, being in comfortable 
to b old an 1nqutst over t h~ remams, sum circumstances. living on a good farm and 
:uoning the foll_owrng Jurors: Hobt:r owing no deblll. Mr. Kimball was 78 yea.rs 
],anders, Arthu.r Schultz, ,James L . Hamer old and his wife i:! years. For some time 
W illiam A.. Westmoreland, Ransom W Mr. Kimball had been irr feeble health · r e• 
1•:~rkhuUJe and ~I:u-tin A. Hill. Th_~ jur suiting partly from old age and in 'part 

i'
,, ~at in one of the rooms of the K~mbal from a severe rupture which at timescau:;eJ 
,, !,Onse_, where ~ey . h~ a.n opportuntty . him great pain. At such times he would 

, e:-rn1ume the sttuat1_on m which the bod1e become despondent and moroee, ofteu pray-

1 
w.-re found . _Tlie 1119-uest lasted over t:11re ing to die and wishing that some one would, 

, }lours, extendmg until a late hour a.t mghtj put him out of his misery. He - was alll4 
•\· and a large number o~ witnesses were _ex- given to worrying, in bis latter yeani, ove" 

•j alllined by Prosecuung_. Attorney Smtt\J· po38ible po\'erty, and altqough they I• 
,,.l,,:-~i_;il;j. lo hf!}l:{__~'l.C.♦q .,Jnl!,j.!, \ - !:ie..lY,W,1..::-r- •"'- , _, ._., • 



,......r,t'~r"l\l!var! . ~ dCefiC .1111! . • ltlij.,~iAe1· of il!atn 
.ing to 11<•11 :fo nt tl,cm for: ~110, saying that from whornsnothing b.as been heard in re' 

l he !c,U'-!•l I11 .. ·y woulll HtA"\rvu ro r w:ulf of 8pon.::tP.}.O lch•>{rams !'lent. J -

1 feed. ~(J<J, rbrcckcr re plied tlmt if he really .\!rs. K!:1lball h!ft a will ant! her ~on,_U,:i.r. 
! wauted to :;ell rhe .sheep he W"ald take he I:. lrnnball, bas fi led a petition to a,t. 
them, b~on :;eeing )lrs. Kimball sliak~• llllt tt to probate. The will was made ' i 

. her h L':t · 11i1icantly at him he went away , l8!H and gal'C her husband all her persnn~; 
wi tho u'-t' ing the sheep. Sel'eral oiherl prope rty_ and tne use of all hl!r real esiatc 

, ne ighbors recalled that he acted Ht,mn,;el)~ for he: hfe_ume; after that the farm w:is t,, 
at times, and often when spoken to b_ ~ ,ltndetl_ among the four children. ·,ti,, 

1 wou ld wear a wild and startled look 111 ht! will ,pec1hed Ute p arcels •~,a~ were to go ,,; 
eyes. ~:tch, ~h1cb were ~pprox1mately e,111al 

• · The deceased ld t four children, Charle, I he chtlgren now will take the POrtiorL~ 
L . Kimball oi Hiley. 4ti years nld; J ohn A alloted them, and the personal p roperty 
Kimball of Uengal , 4:l y 1:ars old ; )laggi, amuunung t,o about, -$400, will be divi,k-d 
M . Ctter of Idaho, 3:, years of age, anc ~q ually among t he m. The farn, corHain . 
Irma 13. Tl!rwilliger of Ue Wi tt, aged ~15 '8 acres of good land. ~ 
T he bodies were taken charge of by Usgooc 
& Osgood o f tbis city, but the arrangements 
for th e funeral have not yet been wade. 
The interment will be in South Riley ceme-

' tery, about,\ mile and a half south of the 
• Kimb:\ll hu1nc. 

r • LAID. SIDE BY SIDE , 
FU:SEltAL OF \"ICTBlS OF KILEY 

TRAGEDY. 

Many Strangly AJl.,cte<I hy Slirht of the 

Dt!1td-l11~~r1uent Made 111 the 

D e \\' ltt Cen1ett,ry. 

A peculiarly sa.d funeral was that wliich 
was held Saturday over the remains of U1e 

t? tirns of: the Kimball tragedy, full de-
11::1 of wluch were p ublished by Tm: NEw~ 

ast week . A morbid curiosity ha • 
~0wn together a large crowd, and after 
lill1ng the house, chairs were placed 0 11 the 
Ja,~n for tho'le who could not find places 
~nstc'e. The servi~es were condncted by 
Hev. Bard of Lansing. All in attendance 
xie-:ved t~e. remairui and many gratified 
t\tew- cun os1ty by examining them 1·ery 

[

osely. A st range sensation se~med to , 
ossess many at the sio-bt of the bodies 
ou btless due i u larg-c u~easurc to their vio'. . 
nt death under such strange and tragic 

q1rcumstances. and the faces and actions of : 
i.he people a.s they 1·iewed the remains were 
p. curious study. One woman in particula" 
was seen to bend Ol'er the open coffin of 
~ Kimball and pass her fingers over the' 
lace nnd upon the bit of court pla.,ter that 1 

cv ered Lhe wound upon the forehead . I 
(Jthers seeui~d moved by hrnror or pro- I 
tound pity, w hiie othe rs hastened by. "iv-
ing barely a .)ance a t the coffin~. " 

A Tery large procession followed thP. re­
mains to De W.itt cemetery, where• t~e in-
"~lllent'wat; made. ·· · 
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PLOW FOR NEIGHBOR-Sev• 
en farmers turned out to 
ready a field for wheat plant• 
ing fo r one of their neignbors 
north of DeWitt Tuesday. The 
work was done for Ray Kim­
ball, who is recovering from 
surgery in Edward W, Spar­
row hospital in Lansing. (State 

Journal photo) 

'~ * * 
Neighbors 

Goto Aid 
Of Ill Man 

By KENNETH HARKN ESS 
(Jou rnal Staff Writer) ' 

DEWITT, Sept. 2~ ay Kim­
hall, rural DeWitt farmer who 
lives a mile nor th of here , wa!! 
resting a little easier in Edward 
W. Sparrow hospital Wednesday, 
recovering from surgery know­
ing that 15 acres of winter wheat 
were being planted on his fa rm 
on Cutler rd. through the help 
of neighboring farmers. 

Seven farmers, led by Donald 
Seyfried, Ii ving in the area north 
of here found out that Kimball 
had the operation last week and 
immediately offered to see that 
the 15 acres of wheat would be 
planted. 

Tuesday the neighbors with 
seven t ractor s pulling five plows 
and two drags r eadied the field 
for planting in two hours time. 

While drill in~ the wheat was 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sey­
fried said that the weather 
would determine if the actual 
planting took place. 

Seyfried. who grew up next 
door to Kimball, said, ''It's part 
of the policy a round here to 

' help one another when sickness 
' hits a person. 

"When my fa ther was sid 
couple of years ago, they 
came to help him," Seyfried sa . . 

Those helping Kimball ot, 
Tuesday were Floyd Hamer , Ean 

I Miller , Seyfried, Loren, Lietzke, 

I, Russe ll Sibley, Victor Volz and 
Leo Hanson. 

Arnold Bl izza rd. another neigh­
bor, ar.<l Virgil l\lcGinnis, hired 
man of Seyfr ied, will d rill the 
wheat. 

• 
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A mother-daughter veterinarian team 
Helen Everett Wood, 91, will be celebrating the Fourth of July 

with her daughter, Dr. Margaret Everett Kimball, and her grand­
daughter, Dr. Edie Kimball Earl. 

Edie has just completed her first year in the small animal veteri­
nary business. Edie and her mother are the only mother-daughter 
veterinarians in Michigan. 

Helen retired from the State of Michigan several years ago. Some 
may remember that Helen was the editor for the "Michigan Histo­
ry" magazine during the 1950s. 
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}) EW 11·r-'l'hc l 'Jlj;,l);"l'Ull'll I of 
J\liss Palril'la 1'1aric Klmlt'I lo 
Gary 1,ym\ NcWl'olllhc has 
lw1•11 a1111011111·1•1l hv ht· r i,ar• 
cut~, ~Ir. a 1ul i\l n,. l.,·,..lle ldu­
tkl of lJc\\lH. i\lr,... ~Jude! K 
NcwcomlJc of DeWitt and !\fay. 
nan! E. Nc1Vt:t1lllht· of }:n I N. 
Larch SL, Lansin~. arc 11ar­
~11h of the hriuc~rc)Ulll•lll·hC. 
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Miss Elo;ise l(ilts,: Bedo:QlCS 
)3tid~ ~£· if~~yq J. St~ppey·.. , ' 
!1 Altermitil)g ~uffl~:; of Cha~- ' the . bride, were bridesmal\ts. :: 
t' tilly l,1ce and chiffon accenlecl 'rhcy wore mh}t gl'ecn i;µtln't 
:. the ,gow~ wo,;n by Mi$s )•1loisu dt'~:sse$ and l!iln'i~,d 1,;ree!l ll,nd t 
· lreno Kilt~, ' daughter of Mr . wlnle 11'\lllns. •I , , , 
l· and ¥rs, Alton Kilts of.1590:I Rtts~.cU Woodruff of DfWHt ,. 
';l T4tner fd.,. for her . wedding was best man a~d ushe1·s \YOrlil ~ 
-Saturday to Lloyd J'ames Step- Douglas Holstein .of PeW\tt'1 

·. pey, BOIL ot l\tr. and Mrs. John , an<;l J;Ltn~s Olmste.id.' ;: '. . , 
J: ~L:-PPc,r of: DeWitt, i11 the De, · A reception· ln tl'.\11 ch~rc~ ! 
I: Witt Cornmunity ch11n:h. · pa~!9rs followed. · 1 ' 
i • FtJrtl1er accents of the gown · Special gt1ests were Mr. an~ \ 
were a s<;allopc(j Sabrina 1wck- • Mrs. Chester Buxton and Mrs. 
line ·and u chapel· train. Her . Jenny · Kilts, grandparents l)f j 

: ,veil inu f,uH, :from a Swedish tho hride and Mrs. Edith 
! crnwn ot ~ct:d 'pearls· ani;I crys- Scbrniego, gra~Ldn1olhe1· of l.l!e . 

1 tal te,q: dJops, and she c,11-ried l>rl.cteg1·oom. , • ., 
1 

a white o.rcbid 11-top a white The b!'ide's mother wore l\ 
,' l,jlcc.-covered Dible. , · • ,, , sh(:ath of ' be.\g(l a;0d brnwn 
· ~ Mrs. ltobcrt Sci:rcls, J Jr., sc1t1n • and ( the hn.Je1;roorn•11 .. J 
;• lliStCl' of ihe bride;·· ~v~ui1awon mother _came ip fl brow1i and ,{ 
l of honor wc,1rlng 'lil, .~ttMt~ b~ige • Jurscy shenlh. 'l'helr j 
, length dress i;,f melfon fatit\ 1 corsages were white cuma.\lons : 
: sty} e~ with a portr'al,,r 11~cl~, .I·, !~Jl't. Y.!ll!£W I\lllebJ!d.§1.: .... .J t,_J .. :.l 
1 lme. Her flowe,;s were·.;.t9hiti I ,.U · 

rums. · ~ , 1-,, i 
Miss ~~Ill Wa~~el~ ,,iµ<f :Mi-1'~ •I: w;-r .. r. .. m .. ~JU!ln ~J.,1, 
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MRS. ROBERT R. DEW 

Frw1ces King, 
Dr. Hohert, De'IV 
I~xdwnge Voros 

DcWl'l~l'-!\ i:olonial c~1~cocle 
of whit 1• rust•~ \I ,1~ can it-<l by 
~I h:> 1•'1 ,,m·,·~ J\1111 I, Inn 111 I )I' 

troil for ha.:r ni..irriagc Saturday 
lo Dr. Hubert It. Dew uf K:.ila· 
mazuu, in the llixuoru Method­
isl Churd1 111:ur Ann Aruor. 

Pare11ls o( L11c bride circ Mr. 
and Mrs . Clarence King of De­
Witt. 

Dr. Dt:w is I!.<! 5011 of P,rnl 
E. Dew of 'l'uc~on Ariz., ,111d l he 
]ale Mrs. Dew. He was grad11-
c1ted (mm Mount Union Col­
lei;c i11 Alliance, Ohio, and fro1n 
lht? tollegc of 11led1<:ine al We:.l· 
ern He~crvc Univcr~,ily. The 
hnde graduated lro111 Bronson 
l\ldhodbl School of Nur:.lllJ:!. 

'l'hc hnclc'~ gown of silk l,1(­
fcla 111bl . 1,·" s ha111k<l wilh Ven­
ice lace a11d lcalun:<l 11 high 
l.wtcau 11ei:klinc. 

Miss Ilo11ila Kini; o[ DcWill 
served us her sister's only al­
teudanl 

Dr. Pm1l l•'. Coop<•c uf K,.ila­
ma'loo wa~ be»l man and -guests 
were sl.!alcrl by Rubert, llo1wl1l 
and Clilrcncc King Jr., hrulh.-rs 
of I.he bride. 

ii 1'1.!('Cpliun \\iJ$ held on the-
lawn of Miss ldil J•'recman of 
Plyinouth, aunt of the bride. 
' ;\fler 

I 
a l1nney moun trip ' 

11orlhc1 n J\licl1ii-;a11 . lh,• 111•\I 
w,-ds 11ill 11 1.ih(, their hom, 
K~,bm.izoo. 



Historic hotel building up 
for sale in DeWitt 

·· Parlor" being noticeably more elegant with fine 
woodwork. On the west side was the tavern room. 
This hotel, like the later Clinton House, ·was not a 
tame "temperance tavern": it was annually licensed 
by the township to serve "spirituous and intoxicat­
ing liquors". 

BYKENCOIN 

While I don't intend for this column to become a 
glorified classified ad, the "For Sale" sign which 
recently sprouted in the yard of the Klaver house 
has caused an amazing amount of interest. The 
DeWitt community may well want to sit up and 
take notice for a very unique historic landmark is 
at stake and the fact that it is located in our own 
''Historic DeWitt" makes us all a little responsible 
for its future. 

This imposing yet unpretentious structure at the 
corner of Webb and Bridge in what is now DeWitt 
was once the old "DeWitt Hotel" of New Albany vil­
lage. Smother~d _in e~ly county history, it predates 
most any buildmg m central Michigan arid it's 
unquestionably the oldest structure in Clinton 
County. 

The '.'paper village" of New Albany was pur­
chased m 1836 by George T. Clark, a speculator in 
Albany, New York. In 1838 he -took the first steps 
toward developing his village by hiring as his resi­
dent agent, Milo H. Turner ofRocheste;, New York, 
who then came here with a large stock of merchan­
dise and opened the first store. Turner's main pur­
pose, however, was to promote and develop the 
town of New Albany and sell village lots on Clark's 
behalf . l 

During his first year here, Turner leased the · 
newly completed saw mill on Prairie Creek from 
Hiram Wilcox and began construction of the 
"DeWitt Hotel". Turner was soon joined by his 
brother, Jesse Foote Turner, and together they 
completed the building of ·the hotel on what was 
then called "Rochester Street". 

When finished, the hotel was a monstrous 
accomplishment for its time and place. The original 
two-story portion, a post and beam construction, 
measures 40 by 32 feet and has a large one story ell 
to the rear which was added sometime later (per­
haps merely 140 years ago!) The simple floor plan 
features a wide central hall with an open walnut 
staircase. On the east side were two large parlors 
connected by wide double doors; the front "Ladies 

On the second floor were three large "chambers" 
and three smaller rooms, all connecting. Under­
stand that in pioneer times renting a private room 
was, if possible, cost prohibitive. Lodgers did not 
rent rooms, they rented a space, in a bed, often with 
a stranger. When county court was in session, or 
when the county supervisors were meeting, bed 
space in DeWitt was at a premium. It was a lso 
recorded that in 1847, when the capital was moved 
from Detroit to yet-to-be-built Lansing, legislators 
and state workers swelled DeWitt hotels beyond 
capacity. 

The ~~rior of the hotel was finished with clap­
board siding (an unheard of luxury in the 1830's) 
with only one architectural element, a finely crafted 
side-lighted doorway with reeded pilasters, capped 
by a segmented lintel of Greek-key panels. A simi­
lar side-lighted entrance (of more modest design) is 
located on the south end of the hall. 

When the first stage coaches bumped and rum­
bled through the interior of Michigan in 1839, it 
was here that travelers stopped for lodging and 
food. To the pioneers then traveling along the Pon­
tiac-Grand River Trail who were accustomed to 
crude shanties along the route, this hotel at New 
Albany must have appeared as a palace in the 
wilderness when they emerged into its clearing 
from the surrounding forests. . 

By 1847, village owner George Clark came to 
Clinton County, bringing with him his wife Jane 
and two young children, and took up residence in 
the hotel. But in May of 1849, both George and 
Jane Clark died within days of one another. The 
settling of their estate was by far the largest and 
most complex undertaking the young Clinton Coun-

ty Probate Court had yet faced. Appraised, the 
estate was estimated at excess of$10,000 (a fortune 
in 1850!) 

An inventory of the hotel, taken at the time, 
gives an interesting lopk at how the former hotel 
must have been furnished during and before the 
Clarks' residency. Among the outstanding features 
of the inventory are 45 chairs, seven looking glass­
es, six beds and a surprising amount of carpeting. 

The auctioning of Clark's real estate began on 
Jan. 22, 1850 at the courthouse steps on East Main 
street. Milo H. Turner bought much of the property 

Continued on page 11 
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KLAVER, 
EDWARDF. 

DeWitt 

Age 96, died January 6, 
1988. He was born De­
cember 9, 1891 in Olive 
Twp., Clinton County, 
the son of Frank and 
Pauline (Yanz) Klaver. 
He was a life member 
of the Emmanual 
Methodist Church and 
Redeemer United 
Methodist Church of 
DeWitt, being active in 
the choir and quartet 
of both churches. Sur­
viving are l daughter, 
Marguerite Dalman; 2 
sons, Earl and wife, 
Esther Klaver, Harold 
and wife, Betty Klaver, 
all of DeWitt; 8 grand­
children; 16 great 
grandchildren; 8 great 
great grandchildren; 3 
sisters-in-law, Mable 
Klaver of DeWitt, Dor­
othy Klaver of Lansing 
and Gilberta Henning 
of DeWitt. He was mar­
ried to Clara L. Henn­
ing on February 9, 1916 
and she preceded him 
in death August 9, 1965. 1 
He was also preceded 
in death by a sister, 
Minnie Kopletz; and 2 
brothers, Charles and 
Dan Klaver. Funeral 
services will be held 
Saturday, 11 a.m. at the 
Gorsllne-Runciman , 
DeWitt Chapel With 
Pastors Harry Johnson 
and Daniel Blteman, 
Jr. officiating. Inter­
ment In DeWitt Ceme­
tery. Casketbearers 
will be Mr. Klaver's 
grandsons. The family 
will receive friends at 
the Chapel Thursday 
from 7-9 p.m. and Fri­
day, 2-4 and 7-9 ::s.,m . 

. . ,\- ·so0V, 
~w'~' 1~s'6 
✓ \-" 



Obituaries 
Edward F. Klaver 

Edward F . Klaver, 96, of 
DeWitt, died Jan. 6, 1988. 

Mr. Klaver was born on 
Dec. 9, 1891, in Olive 
Township, Clinton County, 
the son of Frank and 
Pauline CYanzl Klaver. He 
was a life member of the 
Emmanual Methodist 
Church of DeWitt, being 
active in the choir and 

' 
quartet of both churches. 

Surviving are one 
daughter, Marguerite 
Dalman; two sons and 
daughters-in-law, Earl and 
Esther Klaver and Harold 
and Betty Klaver, all of 
DeWitt ; eight grand­
children; 16 great­
grandchildren ; eight 
great-great 

grandchildren ; three 
sisters-in-law, Mable 
Klaver of DeWitt, Dorothy 
Klaver of Lansing, and 
Gilberta Henning of 
DeWitt. 

He was married to Clara 
L. Henning on Feb. 9, 1916, 
and she preceded him in 
death A_ug. 9, 1965. He was 
also preceded in death by a 
sister; Minnie Kopietz, and 
two brothers, Charles and 
Dan Klaver. 

Services were Jan. 9 at 
Go,rsline - Runciman 
OeWitt Chapel with 
Pastors Harry Johnson 
and Daniel Biteman Jr. of­
ficiating. Interment was in 
DeWitt Cemetery. 

Casketbearers were Mr. 
Klaver's grandsons. 



.J peWift·t~membere:d:-
Berth-a · K]~ver 
celebrates her 
9.0th birt~day 
By KEN COIN 

A · new catch phrase of the '90's 'is • 
"Resource person" and DeWitt is full of 
them. But a particular group of resource 
persons which are to.o often overlooked are 
our seruor citizens who add so much to, our .. 
character and continuity. . 

One such resource person is pictured 
above - Bertha (Tibbits) Klaver who this 
week will be · celebrating her 90th birthday. 1 • · 

As DeWitt quickly approaches _its 160th 
year, it is hard to imagine· that this young 
lady has witnessed and·been ·a part of 
more than half of those many years. 

Not technically a native, Bertha was 
born in St. Clair .. County in 1903, a ~ 
daughter of David _and Ly~a (Scott) Tib-. 
bits. Her father died when she was very 
young and her ·mother _then-moved the 
family back to "her people" in DeWitt.' In 
1ao8, Bertha's mother married Jay Bron­
son, a Watertown Township farmer, and . 
Bertha attended the Harlow School, located 
at the northeast corner of Herbison and 
Grove. She later attended De Witt High .and 
graduated with the class of 1919. 

For several years Bertha was one of the 
De Witt's switchboard operators; back in• the 
days when you had to "ring-up" an opera­
tor to make a call. She was on duty. here 
at DeWitt the day of the .Bath School· dis- · 
aster. On Jan. 1, 1929, she was married to 
Clarence Klaver. Long-time 'De Witt minister 
Rev. G.S. Northrup performed the ceremony 
and they were attended by Harry and . 
Zelma Green (Zelma being Bertha's sister). 

Clarence, a local farmer, was born in · 
DeWitt in 1895, a son of Paul. and Anna 
Klaver 'who lived east of town and in later 
years,, on Scott street. For the next 20 
years after their marriage Bertha and Clar­
ence moved in and out of the area until 
1949· when Clarence died as a ·result of an 
accident at the Grand Ledge Clay Products 
where he was then employed. Since that 
time Bertha has spent most of her years in 
DeWitt. ' . 

Bertha's great-grandparents were among 
the ,pioneers. of Clinton County. Thomas 
and Sarah Huggett, both natives of Sussex; 
Engla.-id were married in that country in 
1825. They came from Schenectady, N.Y. to 

: DEAR. SISTEl't- "Dear Sister- I will tell you that I 
am well and hope you the same. I go to school every 
day. From Bertha Tibbits," reads the inscription on the 
back of this old' postcard. Courtesy of Bertha Tibbits. 

ori Yallup. It was here, .in 1875, that they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
with a "grand English dinner of roast 
turkey, chicken pies and plumb pudding." 

Agnes Huggett, Bertha's grandmother, 
married• Hiram J. Scott (a native of Boli­
via, N.Y.) in 1861. He had come to Michi­
gan in 1843 as a settler of St. Clair 
County but later, ·with Agnes, became a 
farmer in Olive Township. Aft.er Hlram's 
death in 1898 Agnes came to DeWitt and 

. lived in 'the house which for many years 
has been the Penzien home on DilL street. 

Bertha had two sisters, Velma (Tibbits)' 
Glassford and Zelma (Tibbits) Green; one 
brother,' Avery Tibbits (who served in 
World War· I) and a step-sister, Grace 

: (Bronson) Witt; all of whom have passed 
away. Fof many years she was active with 
the Granie and the Grand Ledge Patch 
Club. , 

In honor of her special milestone 
Bertha's family scheduled a suprise open 
house for her April 17 and will have a · 

. family gathering on her actual birthday, 
April 20. She has one son, Lawrence and · 
one daughter, Carol Hutchins, plus five 
grandchildren and seven great­
grandchil<jren .who,, ~th a ~,!)~ of {t:i~ncjs 

~ •Michigan in 1849 and·settled first in·Oak-: 
-. land. County, coming to Clirlton County in<" 

' · · 1862 . . Their homestead was, three .miles 
south of St. Johns just east of De Witt road 

and acqµaint:!ulces vash her a wel l- ..• 1 
f- de§'efiletf' ffa~W ~nda'y! ·.1;?~A '!1 l ., ·> 

,Ken·Coiri,.is.,a DeWitt residen~ and.the .. , 
areas primary historian. 
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Obituaries 
Florence L. Magsig 

Florence L. Magsig, 88, of DeWitt died Dec.13, 1987. 
Mrs. Magsig was born Aug. 22, 1899, in DeWitt and 

was a lifelong resident of the·DeWitt area. She was a 
·· member of the Redeemer United Methodist Church, and 

active in the church and its circles. She was a member 
·· of the Blue Star Mothers. 

She was preceded in death by her husband Raymond 
Sr. in 1975, and by two brothers and one sister. 

. Surviving are two daughters. Gladys Paschke of Lan­
·sing and Arlene Schneeberger of DeWitt; one son, Ray­
mond Magsig Jr. of DeWitt: seven grandchilren; 12 

· great-grandchildren; one brother. Francis Klaver of 
Dansville; and three sisters, Dorothy Smith of Ovid. 
Marie Schneeberger of Grand Rapids, and Mable Cass 
of Lansing. 

Services were Dec. 16 at the Redemmer United 
Methodist Church of DeWitt with Pastors Harry 
Johnson and Daniel Biteman Jr. officiating. Interment 
was in DeWitt Cemetery. 

Casketbearers were grandsons. 
Contributions can be made to the Redeemer United 

Methodist Church. 


