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1 ll01'1'-JACOll WEJ.>DJNG. ·,· 

An elal:lol'aLe anll beautltul we(jdlng 
took 11lace Wednesday arternooo, July I 
2a, 191!1, al the borne ot Mr. an(! Mta . . 
Theodore Hopi) or Riley Townshil>, 
when Lhelr third 1100, John, was mar­
r ied to Dernh:e Jacob. 'l'he marriago 
ceremony · w 11ij pertorrned at three 
o'clock at t ho Lutheran parl!onage ot 
1:le Riley Lutheran Church, J.,y tho 
. : lV. ];)d wor d Heiuticlu,. 'l'h<> cou11le 

H uttendoll llY Marie Hovp, :iiuter 
or the groom, Chae. Jacob, brother ot 
tbe bride, Ollo Ju.coll, cousin ot I.lie 
bride and Clt1lr Hu.Im, cous in o! the 
groom. On thol r return !rom the par­
~onai;~ tlit;y wtire grnelod by 11 lttrl!e 
comD1\uy Q! rulatlve11 111H.I tcleutl11, 
ulJuut ro ur h un llrbd in number, who 

~~.\\Jll.~.:..~S!.L.fl'~1:f._il~~P.lW.li!~~.L 



,-- OlllTUAltY - ll 
Lena Mae, oldcsL ctnughter of t he 

hltti AUl!ll,~Lus und Ludua Jucobs 
wu.s born Dec. 20, 1878 1n Riley j 
town,shJp. tJliuton county, Mich- , 
!gun. anu ctepurted this life Sept. 25, ·1 
1042, a i Lll.nStnl,t, Mlcll. . 

She lived with her parents nnd • 
obt1.dned her oducatlon from the ' 
pul>llc sch oola. Bile Wlls enga{!ccl as 
ten.chor in the rural schools for a 
tcw 1,t:rms. 

AL St. J ohns ln 1002 6h(; Wl.l.S 

un!Led in · marria!(e with Charles 
Ike o! Rlley township. anci to thl!; 
union w,1~ born one dnug-hLCr. 

They beguq home nlukl\J(I' In RI-

) 

I ley town:.hip. In 1006 Mr. nncl Mrs. 
lke with her pprcnts wem t.o Ok.­
lahoma nn<l 11 vect In tlle western 
stutcs until 1015 when they c1une 
back to Michigan . 

I n 1020 they purchased thci;:-· fur.m 
In EuSI'-' toWri!ihlp where they l!Ye<l 
until March 5, 1020. wl ,en Mr. Ike 
preceded her to tl1e beu.e1· lt\Jl<l. 
Soon o.Her M rs. Ike be111111 prneuc .. 1 
nUrtilnl-{ o.nd ti.n~ fc.llowctl l.h1H 
ca.reer the b'l-e11tcr par t of U1e time. 
Her ubiltty to cum for th e ~1ck and 
lnvnlld cnde11red her to ho,r pa.­
tienls. 

Hecu.use of her cheerful di:;po.:;1-
tlon and thou~lltfulnc:s.s for ot111;r.:;, 
no one re11li:z.ec! he,· health w~.:; 1a1l­
Jng until ~bout six munll1ti lll{O. 
During thnt. Lime tille has been con-
1lnad ln u. ho~pltul. 

Sile WL\li a klllcl wlfu, fl. lovlnll 
mother. n. true friend a11ct m ue:h ap­
prcclr,ted nel1thbor. S '1 e ntvt:r 
dOLl!ll\t the honor of publL life but 
with htlL' amlJILIOn t.o ht:lp Ll10bfl 

I wlLil whou, lillt, c,unc 1.n e:011t11ct situ 
· went !lbollt dOlnlt good. 
, She leave.:; one dnugllter. Mrs. 
'Mlldrc<i Blunes. who wi~h Iler ltLlh­
lmmi 1mct Ll,ree cl1ltd1·c.,11, Alcllhn. 
D11n Ulld Cu.•·I. r1:~l1fa on lhe homc­
i;tead In Eagle townsh\p; a nephew. 
Harold John.son of J llck~,,n; lle­
slde6 many other relntivcs nnct a 
ho.:;t of {l'lcncls. A sbter, Mr:;. ll_es­
sie Johnson pr(ICuclcd her some t e1v 

·. yeo.r:; prevlou~. 

I 'l'h1..:u bt, t.:ont.e1lt, poor huart 
OoJ's plu.na lll<u llllu, J>Ure und Whit t 

\...lltoli.l. . 
, We Jl\Utit not te& r Lhe clU!;c-shut. l cu.vca 
I .UJ)ll.l"L. 
: T 1u\o wi ll revua.l tho cho.lloe~ or KOld. 
Alld 1,1.hcn wit.h pu.Lh:nt Loll \VC ft::ucl\ Lhft 

Jund. 
Wlloro tired teut, with aanda,I• loo•ed may 

(t:6t, 
Thl.lfC we shull cluu.rly see und \IIHter~t.unJ. 
0 , llu ca11Luot, puor llc~rt. Opd k110weLh 

be.~. 
, Funerul services were held at the, 
Robi.son-Babicr fun1.:l'f1l llonu:: m 

1 Lansing, conctuctect l.ly Rev. Wm. 

\

McKny. lnu,rmcnt m Wacoustn 
,c1;n1<;~ery. Pullbcurer::; were' Ploytl, 
J,1.son , Jkclt J11i;on. Johq Jacol.Js. 

\ ,HOW1.tl'd Pup~. lJ'.al'l'y H!\llle,s /1 UJl<\ 
Curl Hlunmond. '. · · l 

I\ 
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I ·· After she became mart: hent_ .with ; 
a~e. &)le met wiLh ,everul m1sfo¥- ! 

, tUnf\S. First. fire destroyed the ·.: 
house. lL was r ebuilL Then the I 
b ltru burned. .1\110 Lh e r 0!l1l with ull I 
che mo d~rn improvement~ W>LS 

erected in its place. It was t, I 
monument tu her sturdy cullruge. / 
Luter thb b1nn bunted. WiLll 1.he , 
aid or r1er nieC:e nncl her ht~~band I 
another one w,ts erected where tius 
one hrd bul")1ed. She 11bo sulfered 
several sevt:re falls which re,;t1lted 
In physical ·injuries, yet in spite o f 
all t hese hanctil:ap~ sltt; remuined 
clleed·u1 1rnct looked upon LlW 
brighter side of lite. 

She; was t11e ol<lc!;t of u Iamll_y 
of six chilclren. She sµrvfvecl th(;m 
all, bringin~ her u.rc ' Lo lltl yeurn 
and 22 clliys. · About two monLhti 

· U{!'O stie surfortJd u . stroke fruui I 
! wtilch she n ever recovcrecl, al-! thougq she seemect to _feel ·be1.Ler . 
o.t times, but gruduully :;he fa1luct 
until Mondt,y morning, Novl:mber 
4 HJ2!) when she fell 11~le1:J> ,ind 

. t{er spi;·it went to Hun who !!,ave h. 
After her sister d lect, she wus 

tenderly cared !or by tier niecl}, 
Bernice, and her husban(\, Juhn 
Hopp, who cared for her almosL 

A"ED PIONEER .. ~1~;~1~~:r~:~:~~;i~:h1'111it::~:E~f{ 
. g;J • ' and hue! much oc the rui,:l!,edrn:ss 

: ot t.ht:1 Old p19nee1 ~- All thilt lov-
. 'i 01r:s MOMD ay, ing hands could do \VO.S done Jor 

•, , . ,-~ . · , , ~, .ff .• 1he~i1e . ls survived by only nephews 
., ·------., , < ·· • "' · unt.l, 111eccs 'l'llc lunetltl W<i.S held 

Wilhelrn·i~,~. 1 ' ( Mary). 'Jacob I w,illnesday ufternoo11 Jrorn her late 
· · · , · ' home with Hev. G . ::;_ Nortlwup o.r-
, 86; triad Bean Resident, .of fic1utiug. 'l'he remains were plueed 

· · .·~:· R,~l~,{J>inc~ -1!357 .:. ,. ~~ht;
1
~~ mausolemn in Mt. Rest., St .. 

Wllhelll)11ta. Christina (Mltl'Y ) Ja~ Caril of 'J'hanks 
-cob wus ~om ln 80.xorw, Germany, _ wo desire to sllow qur upprpcio.­
Oclu!J.,1• 14.. lU•l3. t:ll1<:i w,u1 I.ho , llo,1 ,wd .,xlcud Jll>U>Y Ll1«llk~ tu 
daughter ot Ohrluthin nn~l ,Re_ •glna / the n el1thbors and friend:; wl10. so 
Jacob, who emigrated to A medc11 liberully nml unselfGhly uicted us 
m the spl'il)g of 1857. landing in in the last hours of our dea1· one. 
C11n1J.dfl. . . iri tne r~u or 16t\'7. tt1eYj--Bernice Jucol.l Hopp, Jolm Hopp. · 
cttme to MlchlK\J-n "auct se~tlec,J,l 011 hr!" · 

t.hii sor1t\l1:CL:\t quar~(?r of seciion 10, 
In IU!ey · town"11lp, C!Jntop .,;oun_ ty, 
where 1 .she had ljvec,! cor1tl.l\t1ously 
ever ~l nr.:e. · Here 'stie end4-re4 U1e 
hardship;; o_r th~ ea r)y 11toneers. 
While many or her trlal!J. w~re com, 
mon with all th~ .other ploncen. 
yet hers differed materially tn th,1t 
he1< rpother V(llB an • lnvulid for 
many yeArs. l;ih@ · tenderly ·cared 
for her mother· u1~til 6he wq.s call•' 
ed Into. the I!cyond, Her ·fau1er .. 
tno, wag sickly . . 1'11i~. added to the 
other hardships, made li!cl an uphill 
bus.Ines~ fo1· hr:r µ11<\ het sister, the 
laLe P,n;llne Il11rnh1J,rt. '!htiy both 
tem\erly cnr..:d for their pu.ru1iLt1 
and carried 011 tha far;m, work. 

1 In the early days they dld not 
/ ha.vo tl1e earthly comforts thut 

they enjoyed in· later year~. Thell' 
· h ome was one outsta.ndlng above 

ull othe11~. Very few are found to 
even compare w1lh their hospitullty. 

· It. was their g1·eatest plea,ure to 
-01ie1i--Uieir- home·-nnc.( :;hu1'.e. tlteli• l 
luburs 11nct pro·sperlty wiL.h other~ 

:_1e~s fortunaLe. Tne laLctisLri11g was 1 
1 i1,.lways out. and a wel<.:urne lHt11d 1 

.1,rH,51gi;a. ~9. 1l.t!!!i: .mfl_ny fs1~11~lii.: .•. J 
i ____ J 



1 MltS. JAMES E. GWILT 
' • l 

'.j ~;~;:c~ ii{-.. -,- ..... --- .i 

,1 DE: Vv'l't''\'-Sweel'..eart roses 
f and whilc~•i:arnations were c:ar, 
;'ried a1.op a white Bible by Miss 
• Carolee J anz as she became 
d h,, bride of J,unes K (;will 
, Saturday arternum, in the Vi:l l· 
ley Fa rrns !JaJ)t.ist Church. 

' P iln!nts of the pail' Jre Mr. 
and Mrs . Russell E. Janz and 
Ml'. and Mrs. E r n e st H. 
CwHl, all of lkWitl. ' 

Appliq_ues of' re-embroidered 
•Alencon lace di~tinguishcrl the 
"bricle'~ gown of 1s ilk organza, 
•cl es.ignecl with a dctao;J-1able 1 
chapel train. A Swedish crown 
held her veil. 

Mrs. ll ichurd Arthur of L;rn­
sing, sisler of the bric!~, was 
matron of lu>nor wearing a 
dress or l ighl blue and c·11rry­
il1g a no~egay of white <.:arna­
tions lipped in hlue. 
• .In idenlicul eotilumes were 
llie br.idesm.i i<ls , Mi.ss Barbara 
Trudeau of Lansing and Miss 
l >orolliy Polaldewicz or F' linl, 
~.ou;!ii ul' I he 111•1,lu, 

fl renl Newnwn of DeWill · 
.._se rve<.! as besl man. Ushers 
wern Larry Mull of Causing, 
Dougl;is Jfols t .. in of DeWitt, 
Gary Janz of DcWilt, brolhcr 
of the bride, and Smn Uarnett 
of De W~t~. . 

Carol uncl Cheryl Gwilt, 
twin sisters of the bridegroom, 
,were fl.owergir.ls. JUrk Ann .. 
~Lrnng of fJG'Wiit '1:,ir1·i1;cl ' the 
r.ings. 

'A rec<iption in the i:hurch ' 
par lors followed i.he ceremony. 
That evcni11g, ano\her r<:cep­
iic,n was held HL ll1e l)cWill 
Memoriul Hall. 
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M~S JAMES E. GWILT 

Carolee Janz bri.de 
of J.E. GWilt 

y _'f..L LE y FARM~- Sweet.'. of DeWitt, brother of the brlde, 
and Sam Baniett o! DeWitt. hear t roses and White carnattons 

were carried atop a whlte Blble 
by Miss Carolee Janz as she be­
came the bride of James E. Gwilt, 
Saturday at 4 p.m. '1n the Valley 
Farms Baptist cl\urch. 

1'1u·unlt1 oJ tlw !Jilli' lll'ti Mr 1111d 
Mrs Russell E . Janz and Mr and 
Mrs Ernest ~I. Qwllt, all of De­
Witt. 

Appllques of re-embroidered 
Alencon l a c El d1st1ngutiihed the 
bride's gown ol silk organza, 
designed wtth a detachable chapel ,. 
train. A Swedish crown held her­
veil. 

* ... 
MRS .RICHARD Arthur o! Lan­

sing, sister o! the bride , was 
matron of honor wearing a dress 

. ot light blue apd carrying a nose­
gay oc whlu1 carnntlon.o tipped in 
blue, In ldHntical costumes were 
the bl"ldesmalds, Miss Barbara 
Trudeau of Lansing and Miss 
Dorothy Polakiewlcz of Fllnt, 
cousin of tho bride. ' 

Brent Newmen o! DeWitt serv­
ed· iw l.>ost man. Ui;her:i' wern 
Larry Mull o:r Lanain~, Dopglas 

t .lJ,olQtAln . ot T'leWIH Cox•s, 'y.,,. .. 

CAROL AND Cheryl Gwilt, twin 
sisters o! the bridegroom were 
the nowergirls. Klrlc Armstrong , 
of DeWitt carried the rings. · 

A rocoJ)llon In t.ho churoh pnr­
lQr.,,i tollow.,,t thti con,rnony. 'l'he 
same evening, another reception 
was held at the D~Wltt M~morial 
hall. 

¥rs Woodrow Armstrong 
served the cake. · Miss Sandra 
Mccrum ser'(ed punch and Miss 
Judlth Phllllps -presided at the 
coUeo service. Mlss Dawn John­
son and Miss Lela Witrdell were· 
ln charge o! the gift tab}e and 
Mrs Brent · Newman registered 
the guests. 

* >j< 

SPECIAL guests were the 
bride'1> grandmother, Mrs Nata­
lie StHvens of Flint and the bride­
groom's grandparents , Mr and 
Mrs Irwin Gwilt of Mackinaw 
City, 

The bride ls a 1962 graduate 
of DeWitt hlgh school and grad­
uated tr am Rachelle Be1tuty Col­
let:e, Her husba)"ld ls a l!l61 



Mr. llUrl Mrs. }'loyd Ja:»0n celebratud 
their fifth wedding snnivennry at thek 
home iu Riley,. July 4th,. about ffft.y 
gur.ets boiug present. The1 wero pre­
t;Outt,d with mimy beautifal' presoou 
t\mo,1g which Wtlre 11, sowin~ mllChine, 
c hinu clooot, parlor table', and au on ­
largad picture of Mr. Jd.SOll"!t mot.hor, 
Mni. 8. Ja.ou. A booutiful dinner aud 
supper w~re servod. Tl1e gu'l"ittS wore , 
entonaiued with muaic and after HUJ)JJer r· 
~11 ,ret.uruod to thuir homes .,\eclariul( 
M!·· aud M:rM, Jason to bo royllrl., eutt:r• 
~a1DM8. 

C. \i,_,L,.1 R ~ v-
7 - 1) - IC/O'J 



Leonard Jastram and 
Virginia Marten United 

By Doris J•ratt 
The Riley tutherun church w11s 

the sceue of the;, wcctdlnl{ lll5t Wcd ­
nesct11y" 1.1!ternoon at 1 :30 o'clock of 
Miss Vtrglnla Marten. cto.ughter of 
·Mr. nnct Mrs. Elmer l,Vlurtcn of Ben­
gal tawn.shl!>. to uonanl E. Jas­
trnm, ;;on or Mr. ll,rtct Mrs. Earl Jl1s­
trnm Of Riley. Rev. :(<'. Cocllner per­
formed tho tlouble r lng ceremony 
be!ore HiO guosus. Th-e nltnr wn.s 
ctecor11ted with ba;;ket.s of chrysan­
themum.i. Auµroprintt wecldi111l' mu­
sk wn.s ptayt:d by Merle Radke und 
Mrs. Uwl!i Stiffler and Mrs. Edwin I 
Boettg1!r S411g "Jesus My Truth My j 
Wo.y." 

The bride, given l.n marriage by 1 
h er tnth!l1·, wore £, gown of white I 
satin with o. i;weotti·~nn neclclinc 
accente<.t with seed pearls, slllrred 
bodi<:.i and . !ull sklrt. Her fingertip , 
l englh 'ieil was ecti,:ed wlU1 l nL"' und , 
foll Iroo1 a bc11qed tlf\rn. Sne car- : 
ried !l sh ower bouquet of white I 
roses, cnrnncton1; and snnpdrng-ons. 

Miss Nevq. :t,,1:;1.rtcn w~ ·mu.Jc\ or 
h OflOl' f or lll'.r .Sl.~~tl!', ancl the Mis:;c~ I 
Edna J1;111e Jaslram, sister of the 
gToom u1~d ,ftnn · lVLlllcr, cousiu of' 
tl;e bri<le. were brld ~smalcls. 'l'hcy j 
wore 1rowns of blue, aqua 11nd plnlc 
r rspccl.lvcly, 11u1l11; Ilk-:: tile 1Jrlclt's1 

and m1 Lhulr lluud11 wuu 1111 11rr1111i;o • 

m,nt or flowers. T hty euc::h wore 11 

cprsuge of roses nnd baby mnrns. 
· Albert 1~1alc wus btsl man unc\ the 

ushers were Charles Bou.k and O-er­
uld Jastrarn . 

. -1'ho bride'~ mother wore II black 
crept! dress nnd Mrs. Jusn:un, moth­
er ol the.brlclegroom. wore soldit:r 
blue. Both had corsages of roses 
a nd whlte baby mums. \ 

Follov,,irl!l' the oeremon.y a wect- 1 
·ctl.n,i supper w,ts scnect-t.h·a guests l 
at the home of tile brldtJ's parent~. ! 
A tlu·ee-Ucred wedding cake made I 
by ttie bricle's i;randmolhcr, Mrs. 
A Ull'USLu Marten, cen tercd th e I 
bnde's tabk Luter In the evening 
a rec:1,pt!on wus given in Lile Olive 
Grange hull for about 500 relatives 
!Ind frlencts. 

One ot Lhe g-urJats present nt the 
wedding wui; the brlclc's H"rent­

, grnndfothcr, 1"red Moluike, who wlll 
be 01 -years old his next birthday, 



\ Lew-is .lastran1 And 
Esther Bandt Wed 

11:.U.. -
\\'aco11st:i-Lew1s Jf\sLn\m, son C'I 

M.r. ancl Mrs. W1n. Jast.n,m, anti 
M.lss J!;SLllcr )JanclL, duugl11N •.J( Mr. 
and l\llr' . l"rcr..l l:lamll, Dcwi tL R-3, 
we, c 11nllect. in ninrna~e ,H U1c p..tl -
~011:i.ge In. Wncousta Wcctnr&r..loy. 
Oc~. :w, 1tl, 2:30. ltcv. F. U. WnKIJt 
,Al1cial,ed. • 



1 F R "d t tt,~"' ..,_\ I 1 orn1er es1 en v , :-i>-.,J 

1 of De\\ritt I>asse1 
A ,vay At Lans1ng 

(By Abbie E: Dills) 
1 Dcw;,~t-Quite a number o.f tl~c 
fri C'ncli; a t M.rf: . Lollie Arkse •: a t­
tended her fu1:crul held fl)t: t~1e 1 

, \Vo:::id-Peck funern l h (,m c in L ·,msing- I 
Satmclay afternoon. Mn,.. Merl~ 
Kra:1s played several num1:'.>er.s and 
Rev. Toy offici'.\ted. The bmial w<1.s ! 

! in Dewitt cemetery. :rvJrs.. Ark,;c:1 , 
1 form erly Miss Lottie J;lyne, w::1s a 
; former DE•Witl g irl nn d a sister nf 
! Mrs. Gerda Rog'e r son. Tile family 
. ha ve the deep S}' tnpathy of their 
ma!1y friends ill thi~ comm~1nil:y. 

1 
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aw& 9th, JflilO. Mn. u....,. Ja,De. The 
deceued wu born lo N• w J.,..y,July 
11, 1810. lo Lhe year 1836 abe, wlLb ber 
buabaod, came to Mkblpa. Ttey flnit 
..C.&led. lo Jackaon COU.Gl)', thea. came lO 
O.WiU. towoablp ao.d NU.led OD • farm • 

. From ther• they we.ot to Laoalo1 and 
lla,yecl a.boat two ,_,., then ••ot 1-cl& I 
&o tbe tum ; from tber. t.h•r aa1n, '° I 
O.WIU -,Ulqe when t.be1 ,-aded two 
Je&n a1id then weal bM:k lo t.be fana 

: wl1e111 lbe noided uaUI bv d1&lb. A 
. year qo tut lf&rcb 1b1 WU taken eick 

with Jropey and bu been • iirat. aufl'eru.r 
until death came to lier rele.ue. She 
IHYet an aced bu~baod who ii totally 
blind, and three chilJreo, John Jayo,. 
of »•Wilt, M,.._ FJ.len Lawrence, of 0.. 
Wl\l,andllra. Balberl,olladlaDL Sho 
... a detoted wire a..od mother, alway■ 
r•dt to late her ah&re of lif•'• burdeDL 
To enumerate her many eood quaUUee 
would lake. too much Ume aod a1>aca '° 
we will alw1lly •r M61J1 bu done what 
abe could aud done U well." lier 
JuueraJ wu l1elJ a& U.e old home, FJUI' 
Ward otBclat.l.na, Hw rem.aim IIOW Nil 
in De Witt 01metery. 

Mww .................. ,-.rui,,~ 
1•~Ma9tlUl•.&apMo.,...~t 
0ri..c1a111M~ ..... .. 
'h ............. l,~at.laMofWlatt 
wm .......... a111tt1 1oot Mott a. Uiia 
._._W.iueu...WJIHe1" 

0U4lflUII, ~-----
Hue we a.oy uuly rreat mtn al Uie 

pnweot day? Some doubt it, aod uk 
1.0 be abowo tbw wodarai Wublu&',OD, 
Franklin, or Weblter. However tbla 
may be, or one tbina ·we are aure, there 
oner wu a areater blood-punAer lhaa 
Ayer'• Saruparllla. 

Our Show Rooms l 
l'io. l&O Woodward A.Y .. , 

(Opera HOUN Bloc:.t, 

Coa\ail f A LARGE ASSORTMENT of 
l the Choicest Foreign Goods 

4110 All& 

Not Second in Interest to 

THE EXPOSITION, 
ou• HTOCK. or 

Diamonds and Other Precious Ston&1 
IMPORTED SILVER WARE, 

WATCHES OF ALL GRADES, 
and 

FINE PORCELAINS, 
Is one of the Lar,;est 
and Moat Complete 

In this Country, 

WriIDit, Kay & Co., 
UtrO.-rDLI. 
l>IUON&M. ... 

E.NOJU. y £.BS. 



ELIZABETH N. JAYNE 

Pioneer of Clinton County, Died in 

Lansing April 16. 

Mrs. 1,:1izabeth N. Jayne, well known 
to Lansing residents of the older gen­
eration a nd a pioneer of Clinton coun­
ty_ expired at the home of her daugh­
ter, Mrs. William Arksey, in Lansing, 
April 16, a ft er an illness of two months 
a µart of which lime she had been con­
llned to he r bed. Mrs. J;lyne, who was 
the widow of the late Or. Jayne, of 
Dowilt, was \Jorn a t Leont\ Michignn, 
;:, yeurs ago. 

AL an early age she was unlted in 
marriage to Dr. J . K .Juyne at Grass 
J, akc. Over r,o years ago Dr. and Mrs . 
. Jayne 1110\'Cd tu Clinto11 CUlllllY, set­
t I in!{ in llewilt tow11shl11 . . 'l'wenty 
years later they moved to the vlllage 
of Dewitt where the hu,;band opened 
a drug s tore. Mm. Jayne lived con­
tinuuu:;ly at De wit l unti l about three 
year:; ago when she went to Lansing 
to make he r home with he r daughter. 
Mrs . .Jay11c is survived by I.he daughter 
at whose home death took place and 
another daughte r, Mrs. Gerda B. Dean, 
of Grand Rapids. 

l\lrs . .Jayne had bee n a meml>e r of 
the t,;astern S tar of Dewitt for years 
and that organi'.lation had charge of 
the ser vices a t the i;rave. The funer­
al was held Sunday afternoon at 2 
o'C'lock at the Dewitt llapli:;t church , 
Hev. W. II . Thom11,;on, or Lam1ing of­
ticia tiug. lnlc rment l>eside the hus­
band in Dewitt cemetery. 



Henry Jayne, aged 85 ye.an, died Thursday, Jan­
uary 2Jot, at bis boma eaot of DeWitt Tillage, of the 
in6rmiUc., attending old age. The funenl was 
held Sunday at hls late r esidence, and the remain, 
interred in the DeWitt cemetery, the P.er. D. M. 
Ward, of Okemos, officiating. Deceased ,..as born 
1806 in the town of Bollooa, aute of Ne,r York. 
Moved to Mlchig•o !01836 and settled at Gl'll.SSI.ake, 
Jackson county, where he succes.1fully carried on 
the business of druggist. Aller a fe..- year, be 
moTed to DeWitt and purchased a farm ,.here 
he lived a abort time, when be moved to Lansing_ 
and carried on the i:'rocery 'busfoen for some reaii. 
then sold out and wo•ed baek onto bis fann . .cl. bout 
eight or nice years ago, whee. too old to wort bis 
farm, be mo100. with hia good wife to this Til lage, 
Where b e built up two atorea, oae a grocer:; store 
where he carried oo the busine&s until about four 
ycan ago; when through the loss of bis eyesfrht, be 
was oblia:ed to give up bnsioeu aod· retnro to his 
farm to end their days with their daughter, ~n. 
Lawrence. Grandma Jayne, as she was so f•m(I!. 
:arily known and belo•ed by everybody, precaeded 
her h osbaod to that better land (that slie ha,! looked 
for maoy ye&ra) oe&rly two year, ago. Grandpa 
Jayne h ... bten admired all tht-ough llfe (or,b!o 
hooe.ty and upright dealings wllh bis fellow man. 
He leaves one eon aod two dagbters, ltr. J.E. Jayae, 
dzugglst or t his •IJlage; Mrs. EI. Halbert, oflndi•na, 
aiid ~In. Elo n Lawrence, l'fbo now lives on tbe 
!arm, be<1Jdea a host or friends to mourn bis JOM. 

MEECURY. 
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··JENKIN5' ,ELizABETH,JEANNt'' :' 
,- : I· ._: ;,f \ ,~ .. ,., :· •, \} .:,, ! ' ; •,,: , · 

·DeWitt'-· -· · ·, ,·.,·, .. ·--~·-• :: 
•,,,,,if•"'~ . .',/ ::';/:.~>~·:,, •'~\,~•:tl/,:••I ~,, .. :·:• -
' Age 69; went {i:, be wtthilie L6rd:oii 
· M.aY. 3.,J994_ in ,!l.ol!,,;M~c}:\lgarr: Born'''. 
Apr1L2o~ 1925 ln-Detrolt;Michlgan, 

~Je'anne1Uved11n DeW.itt~or the past , 
',.'28':yeat'S:'teanne'recefved a Bache- ; .. 
lots Degree from .Wayne.State Uni:'·' 
versity·.and,a'M~ters in Counseling-.. 
·_from .. ~fctilgan : State'·,_Uni:,rersity.: I 

She taught:_fQurJP, ,gra~-e:,ln DeWlt1 ·' 
tor· 19- years, retlting in 1987 . 

. J.eanne , was,.an..actlY"".membet. of 
:tti•e :6.~w,ftttommuriliycii'urcii:'s~er ,. 

-.~ a$: axNblqn'f~i) fQrk ~¢a1s ~pn::·_: ~ 
Wheels and· Hospice. Sneafs'lf~ 
longed.to the Retired Teachers As­
sociation . . Jeanne. was loved by 
many and will be :greatly missed, 

. but has gone on to :a better place. 
She was preceded in death by her 

. _oldest.son,Jerry,.ln•l981. Survivin@ 
-,~i:~.:2;_i;9ns; Stey~ (Peg). of Holt @d 
., ;TeIT-Y,:t of ;l,ci~l~\'.ille;,-KY; 4 graqd· 
-chiJ!iren,• .J 9hn, 1 Jerry,· Steven apd 
'··Jefrnlfer;:-~:Slsters, 'Joy (John) Gon­
: ,µles,J>hyms Chenow~th ·and carol 
·: (Gordie). Macdonald. · Jeanne has 
. donated her body to Michigan ·state 
.Unive~!ty. A memorial service will 

. ;oe beld' on Thursday at 1:30 p.m,1at 
the DeWitt Community Cburcb;.In 

... lieu of · fio"".ers, donations can -be 
. made- to the DeWitt • Community 
'chhr.ch: ,;· ,. . · . ' ' ' ~ 

-:, ', .. , , .... ~ - . . . . . .) 



r----...._ 

Mrs Moy Jepsc:,n 
Is Nono9enudar1 :,\·ii\\;~.·,. 
On Ma'rcl, 26 ' ,, \ 
,' DeW;~t- 'on·e' of ·the ·1ta;an<) 
Old Ladles'', of DeWitt, Mr~­
M~y Jepson, is observing her I 
!JO th ' birthday l)n Thurs cl t, y, 
March 26. Mrs J e p· :, o n ,still 
lives alone in , her own home 

· anc.l keeps ' ~usy· crqchet i rig 
afghans. 1 

Every baby of a few years 
back in L\,e ,village wasn't any­
one unle;:,s it rrnd I at least ont~ . 
sweater set made by Mrs J up-· 
son. ' 

Living next cloor to the old, 
school, now the high school, 
she was 1

a lways · called- upon 
when there was a b 1 o o cl y j 
,nose or ·~Dmepue ~eecled a rip I 
sewn up in his trousers. She 
hacl f\lwa.y::; mainfa.inecl an in, 
.teres t iJ) ·children altlwug)1 sht1 
,never llact. any ~)llldren o! h.er 
own. , . . 

She came to DeWitt fr o m 
La11slng ' irJ JQ~2 and her hus~l 
band (liec\ 18 yeaq ago. She 
spent J11any years · caring _101•

1 an , invalicl nephew, N el so I\ 
Lloyd, who die(] \t few year,~ 
ago . . ' ' , 
·~elng the youngest of a fam­

ily ' of 11 children Mrs , Jel;)3Qn 
has few rqative~ left. • . · ' 
•''" FV~~--.i..;.-ii:,L.• d-1 : .. 41'~,;; ... ,. ,. I• ' ~·--.. - • 

I 
•, 



Medal winner 
honored 

Secretary of State 
Richard Austin pre­
sented Oscar Johnson 
( stondi1\g) with his ipo-­
cial license plate, Mon­
day, one of eight issued 
to the state's medal of 
honor recipients . . John-
10 n, of 2130 N. 
Chadwick R:d., DeWitt, 
who received the 
medal of honor for 
World War II action in 
Italy, was is.sood plate 
number two. · 

'"3o hrl s 61\..f 
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Sy Don Ball 

. :M:/ Sg't. Oscar G. :Johnson 
..... ~ 11'i:·~ar.S- ~ proudly ~the star­

. sp.angled .blue ribb..9.r, :Of ihe 
Medal.of Honor Oll his •Michi-

_ga:.n ~ ational G.;ard -uni.form 
but yearns .to be a ·farmer. 

' ' · . Now 39, -he lives ·\:/jth ,his 
- w:iie Lawanna; 37, and. their 

fr,0e c.bildren in a .iarmhouse 
.on 40 acres outside Lansi11g, 

,,_,,_ 

a ttacks . by C-erm~n para~ ·4, ano ]'.<a,ncy, 2)_ have plenty-., -ii1 
troopers. Qf ·room to grow· up fa.:~ • . ~ 

-
~· .., •: -' r.-~y · • -

. Two men s e n .t .as .,rein~ ---•fI'd like t.o be ;;.a nilltiine­
. forcernents ·were '" ;ou°nded '€!;1 'far.mer .'but. it" tai<es °8- 1o_t ;'6f .-. 
route and he r~s.c·•ed t.J1e.f,, . ·money and .rm getti:,'U;•_Qll,;,'in -

.,_ -_ •• 1 ... u _. --· .. -.... ·years.'J •- --- -... ·,.,. .--._----
·0n ,ihe second •dav Z5 Ger- .o:, .,. • •• ~c'. 
ma~ · soldie~s sun•;~dered · to '" ;-;D.o · 'people ,app:;-oaeJ.1 -!hin1 :.;~ 

• . . · • ., · h ~ . . often t o ·make -appearances ,or •· :­
him. ~ -•. en · .. e was ren.eved, --: to ask questions ,-about i:be 

.. 20 ~e!'!emy dead -,vere;Sprav.·led :me-;;:;al? -' -~ - "'!!._-""-~- 1~~ ~--=~ 
a •·ound the -0u~post "· '· ~ · · · -~ ·: . ,,,-a, ·, · 

., - .. . • - . ··; "A .Jot nf ·.•people ._;;, .e.r-,e 
HAS .THE m.edal · brought - ~vatting .at the·-f r -a.Yn depot 

,Tohnson any benefits? ' when .I came .home a.nd:thera 
·,,I bavenJt .receh,·ed .a,ny· -.:'\,·ere ~? Jot -of :e-requeJ;;t.f. ·.for 

financial re\vard . just more · 6.P?earances in the -e11.r l y 
~ considen,tiGi; a nd a l i t .t:J e _;,,ears 8, f t-e,r t h P ,w.9r, .bu,_t_ . 

""""" rs ""MP• o·=o -s - "Pe-1·a·1 · atten.L'on ... ~ r ·-e· ~,:.d llard.Ir -8 n Yo .n t>- .bot-he-r,....me_ ·-, 

but ·i t's n::it .a 'fa:-m ··.to·: the 
-co·.rntry-brea .,ohnson. 

i ... 1..C.f ..L,, ~ .Loi L...L...i Q. Q_ ':"""' _ \.. . 1 l..,1 l i.i ~ r •. 0.., l • _.. • • A , • ~;-fc.,.:._•-• 
fu'il-time mechanic . in .. the f· "'tlier-e,.!! he said. • _no" .. .• . . _ . • .:: _ .::::-~ 
he;adquaners armory of thef\' - ·,,;:m ,...,; ,rhh• f~ r'--·-~= . '·''.T'be.. kids - get . _;ckind tif . d . L . A l ,.... .• ,. a . • ....,, ~• o vur...ace • - . . • ~ ,. ·i.:-

T_g::;,ar . jn~ a_nsirig s ?~-~-~~ n ?t,o have tr · t t-e n the ~ .cut1~_us _ s~mct1rnet~ ::::ut t u'ey 
sp,eaku,g, dell.berate mar;, n;:;., ,,,;;rneda1. I ,vas jus~ doing Diy : .aren·t -real.ly u1d-en OU gh :to -· 

.. -0n.e ·has ,ever heard hun r-e-fe~~.:..j.ooJ:'- - ::-:_-: · - _ , _.,. - __ ::knQ\\ ... ·--..much a bout·--:'Jie .'\\·ar./., -. -· 
.;--,..~111-~ - •<•'~~ \'Ofontarily to ' his deco;:-atiorf..;f .,.0,: .... ~.'- , ~~ ~ :-: " ~•t •<>hO"" -+h·

0 
fnt;,~e.., · 

~ .... : ... . .... · ~- · · . ~... ... ·1: --;,;--_ _ Jonnson • .:WOK .some agn... .,., _ · ---- ---- ---_ ......... _._., ........ · 
l . ·1- -; /; ,:,:Ii . .Johnso~ W.!}5 :a ' tnor!~•""_'_~tura1 courses at 'Michigan "• :-·"I've got nirie:years in ~"ifh_• i ~-~·--, ,a;i,;"'="- -gunn e r w1th thP sm_g-le st.r1®" -... ...,,,, .,_ .,.,1·'--·1"s"·: . ,. 'e;· ' l1e ; sl·'ne -~au" nn"a1 guarCl· ;i...ut ,.,.x r .. ~,,,,.~;,·.;;:""~@~~ · ·~:-- .v;-.w:. f Df 1- , ~ 19A..i ~,1c•::P.J:_~.::u .. c: v uvt::: lt.~\ o. J. t..- · l. _ - " .1., 1.,. '"" , ··--u .L 
l · b-~ .... cc..'..=' in=- · "',:--·.~-' .- -'O a .-"'' c • . ·On ~ e~t. lo, . ;'!', <~~.· ~ and works hie ;f, ~~1 -r... ~ .,,.._ .... ·•·-ow 1·~·-_.,..,, -·-v ' .'~o 
t;.,; ... ~.... - • ·-•h - -.. ti . ""-j } ~ - ··-;:~""!l-i¼• •• :t. ~.;, ::iO..i..J.J.. ~V.1.J. . - 'LIU.J..1 L .h..U J.. . 1. "11 .:,.l,c1 .• l.v 
~ -~ ~:,:--~-v ·-·: · --.-- .... , .. •M-.-~ .. ;,.~- · -i,· ~en .an n1nmu11;1" on _ s 1°~ :-~ u -.. duty hours. He -e 9-- r no ~o-ng. 1l{e:re. ~happy :and · 1rre· 

f. .• ""H'E ro• N-G-·R E. SS',..,NAL. !fe :-a-dtapuliftled h1drn to fa~e..:S:i!Jnut ~_400 -a :nonth -in -:iis " ..has bee!l;good . . ·: ' .· -"--'.-
t:.~ ;, "-'" , . _ ''-'' u.amae a r e an promo'!.~ st;;te militarv 'e>b. · . • _ .. _ _ --:,. --:-· · 
, ,_.. _ • .J . ~ . - - , , · , d _ · 'to .:»ctL:-g squad lea~er,p,:in~~;.:, , · . :. · . ::, :It ~ , ha.fl .. '.t ±o -~~· over -I . 
t Meual of Honor owar ed fo was-asstgnedr se,:en riflefl.ie~;!f' I rp pret~/~·l\l off :r,:ight . ,,wm:rJ~n ~ m:ili-e ,'2.n~ "'{)h:1r.ge_s. • 'l '-h · +·· 1

. -,, h and the miss10n of JJroteqtin2: .-,. how, he :said. \Ji;e .own our ... I think military servic~ _ 1s 
't.• T e na ions ,op w~r :roe~ . . 'his eompany's left flankt;;.;f~--no~e ano there _are. I>l.~nty of __ ;;ooa for every youn;:- _rn~_n. · 
• t The medai cibove is used :bv · · '"""· , _ tb. - . -t . • ti.,:,0 .:_~Ir~;t tre~s.,. berries ~na vege- · . '.'.And maybe -I'll .get "foat 
... ! . _ ·== .. . , . __ ..,.,unni, ie -r,e,,._-;: _~,,o -~r•;..,:'1:a.01es.Vveve-gcl·ab1gfreezer ·"ianri _yet, · whobows-"" 
• \:the army and air force. The his- me_n were , kille.d .. Ill:" :-and ·put up a lot of food for . , · · . 
. ~ _ -'--, · .;;. _ ~- w0•1mdea • but .. Jonnscm~e!1. ~ iJ:'lter . . Mt:;nday: Robert E., S;ma- . .t-.,f: 
"7\-.ed.;I foi- ~.;vv,.·marine, ,;nd - . i.he: co:;;ibat post,-perclj!!('l'5{) ";.: .. ·, - ' ·. nek, who earned bis Medal 
·· i .. ',., · .. , · yar<ls outside the COIT\Pa,ny.s \i ''MY. ·KIDS (Linda.-11: of_Honor 'b,v risking bis life . 
. ;<::oast guard d1her~ slrght,y. perimeter, against rEJpeated David, 9; _Edwin, 7: Larry, to save others in K oiea. ~-

r-.:.m111111H II l llHilHII Il l Ill I I II I II llll lTIIIIHHU 111111111 II II llllllllJti;JUlf:tU.1!11111111 !Ill I I 11111111111 IIHJ HI j, I 1111! ! 11111 ! !!! 111 I HI! !II II !Ill l flll!J I i1!1!11lll!!!!!l.!liif 1H 
"'" ,._ - . ........ , .... __ , ..... ~ ,Jl;=,.. ·--'-·-···· _______ .,_ __ - .;.. .. ;.. ,... • ~ 
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L,Lik€5 
!;-tacks . by 
hoo_pers. 

Ger~ para~ . 

~o men_ s·e n t as rein~ 
,rc~n~ents were ;..::,,mded eu 
>Ute, ..and he resw.ed the..-n·. 
1/FJ;e_ se·c_ond -da,::-, 25 -Ger-

h
-.. ,., .' 

. ,.. .~ -- . _. ~:, ~a- -. rm· - -:.,..-"'· 
. +- J - ... . ..... _;_~ 

:· 
-4. -and .Nancy, ?) -1-ia~ plenty! . ,: 
_of room to grow up in: '· 
~ 'Q'd like to be ,a f;,iUtime~ 
:£,armer but it .. takes .a lo_t -:0f. 

-..money and··:rm ,gettipg ~9n~ .. ~-
·years." ·#·-~-~-

• •· Do people ·approach -h~:,.c::. 
: ')ft.en "'1.o.-mak€' ;:.ppearance§ ,or .• :" :5-. 

to ask ,questions abeut the- :· 
medal? · r .... _ .. ~ _ ~-:..=.."' :'! ·.,.r1 

~

a;·, -solc.ie_rs-:-5ur::=dq:°ed to 
m.. '·\V~en he w-4 rdie,·ed, 
•enemy dead we:re,praw!ed 
0:.1:id the -outp~ -~ . :~ = " . .\ l ot oi -_ _people ·,;.. e r·.e 
HAS • THE me~· brought ,\·amn;:- .at the tr a in depot 

Johnson anv ben~ts? · · • 'wl\e.n .1 eame home. and t.here 
___ . •.. . • n·prp · a lot of requests for 
: J. :11a ven· c - Te('e[Ve_a any . J!,j)pe-aianc.es -in th·e - e-:a T l y 

:nanci.al r e,,·arct._ pst, .::no:-e years a .f't er eU1e war, but 
msideration anc. a 11 t tl e h ardl~· a.n v one both.ers me 
,e~ciaJ at.teniior.. Z E,r'E! ·anc;t norr . ..:.. ·•· ~-=--

heiw.:'; he .safd. - - · . .., • · .' .·. ·_';- ·""'· 
·.:-~. : , -·"' ~; ·· ' !The. kids· get "klnd pf 

-"Tm. a n.ught; . ,orh1.na,~ , curious somelime~. bui Uiey 
,kl! ., t-0 have _f:"-lil t ! ~ n th~ ;;;.r<e;;'t -;-eali:;· old-en ".l u ,;h to 
r~.,.,&.l:,. I 11•as JUST" nou,.g mJ - knQ\V .much a]mut _1{'1~ 1µ:ar.u 
1!!~ ..- -· ~;. -··- .:.-.:v;hat .a.bott the Ju.tu~ .. e·; • ;~--f,,ebnsciri"''took ,rome-· agri­

l~rurai courses 2.c 1'~ich.igan 
,tate University -=-ft eT the 

!
~r and \.vOlkS b1.-; ·f&iTii ,.Ori 

·- duty hours. !":!e ea. r .n s 
ut $400 a T.1=:th ·in ~£ 

i/le mili tary jol:>. · · 

~"I 'm prett,>~e"ii orf .fi.gh I 
1n\~'/1 -he said. _.,~-~ ,0tvi1 our 
,ome and there .a.~ plenty of . 

,:-uit trers, berrie, ancl ·vege-· 

~ '4I've got nirie years m with . 
• -the -national . -guard, but :r ""'' 

--Ovri't" k.1~0-"•- it· .I'll stay to~. 
~lonb- ".\\~e're _·-happy -~·a.nd .. Jife 
. hoc: ·ho~n ~gnnd . . ,_~ i 

- o::-' 'lf I ~ aa it 1-0 .~o . o,er I 
•wouldn"l llllike ;..11~• cl1a.,.ge&. 
. l .thlnk milita:i;y -1,er,•k ,e is ­
good for e\'ery )'oung man. 

- .· "And maybe _I'll get that 

< 

bles. We've got c. big freezer 
en-a put up a lot of food Ior 
·.:inter. · 

farm yet, who knows?"' . . . __ 
llfonday.:... Rob.eit !£· Sima- ·MEDA1. :OF HONOR. .WINNER JOHNSON wnH :HIS,, FAM!LY .. 0 GN -THEiR-:Z..\0-ACRE F:F?.J.1, -NEAR L"ANS!NG " 

~ek, whe> earned br.s Medal • _ -- Fr , , , - . , .., •., . , , h · . L ·Id' 11 ·2 ~A - fl, L' i-1 ' JI · Edd'· • · 7 -.: .. ·~- ·· 
"fuT. KIDS (L [ nda,-11; . af H onor b;, risking hi s life _ ·••• -.,., · ·-,-.... om 1err: v av1_0, ,; -1..ury, ~i .,o n,on, no mg .~~n:;y,~ ~- ·r,,,rs . .... o .. nson; · tn - a, ; . ie, :.. . "" 

,a,iid. ~: Edwir.. 7 : Larry, . 'to save others in Korea. · - · . . · · ·· •• . ·--· · '. , · · · · ···· DeLro!l 1:ime;a Photo~by :ar Paul • 
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] , 'lNVITEJ) TO INAUGUitATION--Chief Warra:1t ()lflcel' Osca r G. :fohn'son/ DelViti , '•:x~nlnes •' '' I• ; 
'.' : : his Invitation t-0 a tlend the Inauguration 'of Rit:hatd M. Nixon. Johnson ha s hcen itiviled t; ► o' ,. , :, 

i '· attend all presidential ina11g11rnLions since he was awmdcd the Medal or llouor ln 1941, , ':·•, •·' 
/ i'r~ough he was lle,•er able to attend an l11augur1,1 in the ii.1st, .Johnson report$ he is sm:lons- ' · ; ' · 1 

ij t~ly •·onsi<krlng aUe1J(ling Nixon's lnaugurnl. A full-time COIJ}loye of the Nation;il Gua~d, '1 t 
/.\,Joh1isQ11 ls the only llWJlll,er or tile Mh:hlsa11 Guarfl who h11l<ts the nation's ltlgl1e~t medal. · " ' 

,
1
: ' {l, la~~ ~quruaJ Photo) , · 1, .. .. " . 

11 .r.11~;l•...i,11.J.1llrut....t~J1!i.,w.;.i,l,._,t11 ., , 't ., • ,,.,.?. ,, , . ..., . .. . •,.:ii1 I I 



.Medal of Honor winner· 
ge-ts his due ·recognition 

. ' 

By PETER W. BRONSON 

'It was an even 80 degrees, so Oscar 
Johnson agreed to sit at a picnic table 
In the shade of a large black walnut 
tree in his backyard. He talketl at>out 
his travels since his retirement lhree 
years ago, about his children, now 
grown and "spread out all over the 
place," and about farming 80 acres on 
Chadwick Road north of DeWitt for the 
last 30 years. 

Then he told a war story. 
It was like any World War II story, 

filled with names of far off places, bat­
talion and regiment numbers, names 
of weapons and war buddies - facts 
which once filled the front pages of 
newspapers, movies and newsreels, 
but which now are remembered only 
by · the men who were there, like 
Johnson. 

His story is different. You wouldn't 
know it by his matter-of-fact tone of 
voice and almost automatic answers, 
like the abbreviated· explanation you 
hear from someone who has been 
wearing a cast for a long time. '!'hen 
again, it's been almost 40 years. 

"I'd built up a pretty rough and 
tough reputation comming up through 
Jlaly," he chuckled. "But I was young 
then, and when you're young ... Well, 
I'd never say war is fun, but when 
you're there and you have to make the 
best of it. .. " · 

Johnson, a private firs t class in 
charge of a mortar crew, was north of 
Florence, Italy, with the 5th Army, at­

. tempting to break through a fortified 
, German position known as the Gothic 
Line. 

"We took one of the first hills and we 
.had to hold that bugger. The Germans 
had hills on either side of 1.1s, and we 
had to hold our position for about three , 
days while the other ·guys took those 
hills. . .. 

"I was out on the hill by myself most 

of the time holding off the enemy," 
Johnson recalled. "There were a lot of 
dead people on that hill from both sides . 

· --when it was over." 
According to t:he history of his bat­

talion, there was more to the story 
than that. "Dei,plte mortar fire and 
machine gun bullets which v.,~lpped 
Lile crest of hls shallow trench, Pvt. 
Johnson stood erect and repulsed the 

lContinued on page 10) 

Oscar Johnson: Medal of Honor win: 
ner. 

- l 



Medal winner _____ 
(Continued from page 1) 

· attack with grenades and small arrns fire.'' it Stlys. 
Ile also risked his life to assist two men wounded on 

their way t9 reinforce his position, helping to carry 
them to safety before returning to the spot where he 
resisted repeated grenade and machine gun attacks. 

· When it was oyer, 20 dead German soldiers were scat-
tered in front of his trench, an~I 25 of the enemy had sur­

. rendered to him. 
"You ain't up there for the fun of It," he said wryly, 

, 'lYou're up there to do a job." · : 
Johnson and his wife Lawanna were travellng·in the 

West when he was Invited to Washington D.C. for the Jn­
troduction of a new series of U.S. ;postal Service stamps 
picturing the Med11l of Honor, so he couldn't be there. 

Instead, he was honored during a recent ceremony at 
DeWitt Post Office when Postmaster Al Wickersham 
presented him with a ~pecial commemorative edition. 

He keeps the light blue sfar-$pangled ribbon and 
bronze-colored medal in a suitcase with map/;>, books 
'and pictures of his comrades in Italy. "l still dr<iam all 
the time about being up on that hill and getting shelled,'' 
he said. · 

During World War II, 16,3,'i3,659 mep served In the 
U.S. Armed F'orces. Only 434 won a medal like 
Johnson's. · · • 

"A guy told me I jusl happened to be in the right place 
at the right time to get a medal," he said. But he stayed 
there. 

.. 
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He's still in uniform 
.:re....,..,,,.., ~~ 

,w- II hero says Vietnam,vete 

Oscar Johnson 

.. 

By JERRY MOSKAL 
Capitol Bureau 

It seems a lifetime ago that Oscar 
Johnson climbed that hi!J in northern 
Italy to display a brand of heroics few 
men have equaled. 

He was 23 then, a carrot-topped G.I. 
with one stripe on his sleeve, lost in a 
crowd of thousands of faceless Ameri· 
ca.'1 mfantrymen locked in a bloody 
struggle called Worid War II. 

honor for valor. Re's even mod.est shooting e! 
about his role. artillery a 

The .A_rrny 1sn't. Official records say · · hill. Gem:: 
that Johr1son for 2½ days almost sin• repeatedl_y 

"I used 
chine guns 
thing that 
were guns 
whowe·re ' 

glehandedly held off five Gennan 
paratroop companies, killed 20 enemy 
soldiers, captured 25 others and helped 
rescue two of his comrades. 

-"He remained awake, on the ,alert 
throughout the night, fn1strating all at­
tempts by the enemy to infiltrate," •the 
Army citation states. 

By the t 
the iHst 
through G 
ranks had 
battles. W 
.on the hii 
killed or w 

rrurty-five years later, he's still in 
uniform. Officially, he's Chief Warrant 

--Officer Oscar G: Johnson Jr., foreman _ 
of a Michigan National Guard vehicle 
maintenance shop. --

Despite the fierce fighting ior the 
key hill, Johnson remarkably escaped 
unhurt. In another battle a month lat• 
er, however, shrapnel from a German 

. _ .88-millimeter shell tore into his right "We we 
Hrs RED HA.IR has turned mostly arm. time," the 

grey. His freckles are gone . . But 'his ·._ 
memories of Sept. l&-17, 1944; ol a bat- "WE BROKE through their forti- ~•THINGS 
tle in the Appennine Mountains near - fied line," Johnson recalls. "We took worse, ·n 
the tiny town of Scarperia in northern the first hill. We had to hold it till the ,-times dur 
Italy, ar.e still vivid. _He earned ·the rest of the guys got tb.z:ough. It left us - :day. I end 
Congressional Medal of Honor tiere. in a kind of _ exposed position. ihey line by m} 

Only reiuctantly does the Moot-1, could attack on ali sides."-- to hold. 
195-pound Johnson recall the grim bat- Johnson led his seven-man souad to "There 
tle ~~t ~a med .:im his ~ t::n 's highest. __ hold•~e left flank._ By the ti~e 'au the~ in ?~ -~~ 
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honor for vaior. He's even mod.est 
about his role. 

The Army isn't. Official reeords say 
that Johnson for 2½ days almost sin­
glehandedly held off five German 
para troop companies, killed 20 enemy 
soldiers, captured 25 others a nd helped 
rescue two of hi.s comrades. 

-"He remained a.wake,, on the .alert 
throughout the night, frustrating all at• 
tempts by the enemy to infiltrate,"•the 
Army citation states. 

Despite the fierce fighting for the 
key hill, JOt'u'1SOn remarkably escaped 
unhurt. In another battle a month lat• 
er, however, shrapnel from a German 
.88-millimeter shell tore into his right 
arm. 

"WE BROKE through their forti­
fied line," Johnson recalls . "We took 
the first hill. We had to hold it till the 
rest of the guys got through. It left us 
in a kind of exposed position. Ihey 
could attack on all sides." ... 

Johnson led his seven-ma n squad to 
hold the left flank. By the time all the 

· ~~ 

shooting ended, he was aione. German 
arrille:-v and mortar fire seared the 
hill. German troops counterattacked 
repeatedly . Johnson wouldn!.t give in. 

"I usect my M·l rifle, pistol, subma• 
chine guns," he recalled. "I used any­
thing that was lying .around. There 
were guns laying all aroWJd from guys 
who we·re wo,mded." 

By the time his 200-man company of 
the 91st Infantry Division broke 
through German lines to the hill, its 
ranks had been ·depleted by pre\-ious 
battles. When reinforcements arrived 
on the hill, only 3S-40 escaped being 
killed or wounded. 

"We were getting Jess people al! the 
ti.me," the. soft-spoken Johnson said . . 

"THINGS WEREgetting worse and 
worse. They ·counterattacked several 
times during the night and during the 

·· day. I ended up on t!}e left side of the 
line by rriyself for quite awhile . We had 
to hoid. 

"There was a iot of aniilery coming 
in on the hill. Mortars and all that 

stuff. ,We had problems with American 
stuff ( shells) coming in .short, too. Of 
course, it was a big hill." 

He was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor in June 1945 by Gen. 
T\-'J.B..rk Clark, commander of the Fifth 
Armv. Six other winners of the medal 
also live in Michigan. There are about 
280 in the countrv. 

Johnson, a dairy farm boy from For• 
est City in the Upper Peninsula who 
settled in La.'1sing after the war, was , 
drafted in October 1942. He graduated 
from high school three years earlier . . 

"Tn.e war started in 1941," he said. 
"We had a lot of work on the farm so I 
just waited for them to draft me. I 
knew they were going to get me. So l 
just waited." 

HIS OLDEST son, David, 28, spent 
four years in the Navy, serving in the 
Vietnam War. His youngest brother, 
Wesley, 4S, served in .the Korean War. 
J ohnson and his wife, Lav.-wana, have 
five children and three grandchiidren. 

" It does look like they're (Vietnam 

- - - -~---------~--~ 'l!! lu'l!!lli- ... 

veterans) not going to get all the atteu­
tion we got," J ohnson said. "I suppose 
it was because a Jot of people didn't 

. U-,jnk the Vietnam War was too import­
ant and a lot of them were against it. · 

"We're dealing with them (Vietnam 
vets) here in the Guard. We'd like to 
have more of them if we could get 
them." 

After ·his discharge J uly 14, 1945, 
Johnson enrolled in an agricuiture 
short course in what now is Michigan 
State University. He met his wife and 
stayed. 'He enlisted in the Guard in 
March 1950 and by that fall was on full­
time duty. 

AL THOUGH JOHNSO!\'likes to put 
memories of the war behind him, he 
doesn't entirely. He spent last Memo-· 
rial Day weekend visiting patients in 
veterans hospitals instead of picnick­
ing. 

With almost 29 years on active duty 
with the Guard, Johnson says that he's 
begirming to think of retirement. But 
he's not sure when. · 

... 
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JohnsorJ displays his medal of honor 
... • ; \ I 1! 

Off the road 

Oscar· Johnson 
, , • ' . . , . ,. l 

q quiet n~rq .<' , 
' ' . ... ' 

. BtMARK NIXON ' 
. Staff Writ~r _., 

' / 

DEWITT -The dreams re~ur every now a111;l ,, 
then, 36 years after it en(:led, "About a month ago, l ·. 

·had ;another one,": says Oscar J'ohns9n1 .'_'Arpllery. 1 

w~s going r,tt ?:tll ctrouqct us, .W~ wer1@ \il~ing aq,ot,tier · 
hilL" "' · ' · · ¥ ,. ' • 

;, The war inedal l&y on the kitd1en table a hair­
breadth · from his fingertips, ije pausedi :r> ~yes, . :l 
never strayipg from tqe five-~int(:d, star witn ' the. • 
worq "valor" ,stamped above it - · and offered ari ,' 
ironic smile. "After· all 'thi~ time., .. \'Qu q1n r1ey!;lr ,, 
forget it altogether.'' · , ·' 

. · They may not be the inspirational word:i o.ne 
would expect from~ World War II hero and winner 
ot the Congressional Medal of Honor. T)iey are; ,· 
however, in keeping with Johnson's jl.ttitude towc1r4 •, 
tiero-worship. · . , . , i_ , • • • ·. · , 

J "A GUY works hard on the front lines fo.r two 
pays, and geis killed the third," he explaineo, "He \ 
doesn't g~t a line in the papers. Me, I got lucky, I 
hold this medal for the other guys, the ones who , 
never made the headlines," ' · · · · • J 
' "(hirty-six yei}rs have passed since those bloody .! 
·days on a battle-torn ridge in northern Italy . Oscar 1 Johnson never quite accustomed himself to the ' 
praise and publicity, never felc comfortable with I 
some versions of his story, which he liken$ t.o "P,wl 1 

Bunyan tales." · · , · · · 
1 Maybe now the hero can stand at ease. Afte,; 30 , 

years service in the Mlchig11n National Guard, John- I 
son hung up his uniform last week. ,He retired as a ; 
chief warrant officer in charge of a vehicle maint(!· , 
nance shop. · ' . I 
· A retirement dinner held in Lansing fast Friday ; 

may have been the last hurrah for this one-time ! 
Upper Peninsula farm boy who would just as soon I 
forget the .attention, and t,he dreams. The history , 
books, of course, will not forget And while reluctant : 
to detail his own bran,d of heroics in Septernbe.r of j 
/944• J ?hns~n co~firms th,eir acc~racf wi,t' a nod. ,_ . t 
; IT BEGAN. this way, In mid-September, the 'J 
U.S. Fifth Army ran into heavy German defenses in 
the Ape1111ine Mouritains north oi Florence. Only two I 
mountain passes could allow the American advance 
to continue. The Americans moved on toward ll i 
Giogo Pass, a tw1rlarie road bordered by high ridges I 
fortified \\'.ith German gunners.' To tile left of the l 
pass was the 3,000-foot Monticelli Ridge, when~ an. ~ 
American assault was led by 200 men of Company B ; 
of the 363rd Regiment, 91st Infantry Division. 1 

, .From_ here, an accoµnt written in Time-Life'~ I 
Conclu~ed on page A-5 · 1 

, , . l 
I , , I 

~.I .......... .... , ... ,.1. L - . .L __ i. 

• Slllff pt,oto t/Y !Ill RO 

Johnscm di11ploys hi$ medal of honor 
l . I 

Off the toad ·' . 

Oscar-Johnson 
Q qui~i hero ,-· 

By MARK NlXON 
Staff Writer 

/ 
DEWITT - The dreams re(;LI!' every now <1n<l 

then, 3H years after it ended. !'About a month ago, I . . 
· had anoth,er one," -says Oscar Johnson, ''Artillery , 
was going off all around us.:We were ta!<-ing ano~het 

' hill." ' · . . ' . . . . · · ' 
, The war medal lay on the kitch,~11 table a hair­

breadtl:\ from his fingertips. He paused -:- · eyes. 1 
n~ver straying from the five-pointed scar ~ ith ttw · 
woql "vl'.llor" stamped above it - and offered an , 
Ironic smile. "After all this time ... YO\I can never .. 
forget it altogether;" . · · 1 · 

They may not be the inspirational words one · 1 

V{OUld ex~ct fron:i i.i World War II hero and winner 
of th!l Congressional Medal of Honor. They are, , 
however, in ~eeping with Johnson's attiiude toward . 
hero-worship, 

"A GUY works hard on the front lines for two 
days, and gers killed the third," he explained. "He • , 
doesn't get a line in the papers. Me, I got lucky. I 
h()ld this :ne9al for, the other guys, the ones who , 
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A hero 's ·,medal for ,.af/,t/Je, guys 
• ' ., ., I ·, '. , , 

Concluded from page one 

. "The Italian Campaign" provides 
, a dramatic glimpse of Pvt. Oscar 
_. Johnson's acts of heroism: 

"For two days these · men 
crawled and clawed their ,way 
toward the crest. When they 

· reached it in a bayonet charge, 
only 70 of them remained. The ... 

• Germans made repeate'd coun­
·' tera tt:acks, reducing thejr number, , 
to 50, but the Am~ricans hung on. 
Their position became so desper­
ate that their le(t flank was being 
held by a solitary man, Pfc.· Oscar 

.. G. Johnson, who was cut off from 
his comrades. t , 

.. ·,· ... " SOMEHOW, INCREDIBLY, his 
\ · luck held out. Johnson was never, 

wounded in the fierce battle on 
Monlicelli Ridge. He was 23 at the 
time. An old man by war stand-· 
a11ls. 

Afterwards,' he was recorn .. : 
mended PY his commanding offi­
cers for th(:! Medal of Honor and 
was pulled out of action. He was 

_. also promoted to sergeant, ·and 
was awarded the medql in1 J1me 
1945 by Gen. Marl< Clark, com­
mander of the Fifth Army. · . 

The llalian Campaign was 
worlds apart from Foster City, a 
Scandinavian farming community 
in the western U. P. where Oscar 

·· G. 'Johnson Jr. was born and 
"ATTACKED BY dozen5 of the · raised. He grew to be a strapping, 

enemy who came at him in waves, freckle-faced youth whose arnbi-
Johnson steadfastly drove them tions rarely ventured beyond the 

· back. During lulls in the fighting ·farming life. ' 
. he collected weapons and ammun.i . 1 After the war, he returned home 

ition from the dead and wounded, . Johnson wearing me,;Ial in ID-ta ~o pick up wh?re he had left off. 
· arranging the guns around him so; His interesc in dairy farming lee! 
that he could keep 1:1P a steady ·seem. to bother you. ,You become a him to agricultural schooling at 
scream of fire. He fought alone machine." . . · Michigan State University . . He 
from late afternoon all through the He remembers sitting in the found work on a fa.rm north of 
night and inw the next morning shallow trenches ot;i Monticelli . Lansing. His first-nignt on the job, 
before help.finally reached him."·· -· Ridge, eating K•rations, taking he attended~ G:ange rtieeting and 

A,ccording to the Army's official catnaps whe,,1 the fighting lulled,. there met lus futur~ wife , 
citation, Johnson held the left and wondering what to do next. ) Lawwana. . 
flank for more than 2½ days, from The mortar rounds had nm out 
Sept. 16-16, after }osing all seven Jong ago. He 1.1sed grenades, M-l 
men in his mortar squaq w,ho were rifles, a pistol - anything he \:Ould 
either killed or wound~. He ,re- fihd. . · · . 
peat!!dly defended the · left flank He barely knew somo -of the 
against five German parutroop wounded and dead men in hls 
companies. Estimates of the Ger- squad, "We· kept losing the new 

· mans he killed range from 20 to 40. guys. They j\is,t d,i?n't have the 
• Twenty-five more enemy soldiers lucl<." · 
· surrendered to him on Sept. 17. ,, · 
· Finally, on that afternoon, John­
son rushed to the a id of two men 
caught in a devastating mo1tar 
iind artillery barrage. The two 
were half-buried , and ~eriously 

· wounded, . aod while a medical 
corpsman treated them, , Johns011 · 
covered the :,hellhole with his fire. 
That night he secured the 
wounded men's removal to, the 
rear; and remain~d on watch until 
he was relieved. I 

FAILING TO turn the exposed 
left flank on Monticelli Ridge, the 
Germans were ~ushed back, and 
the Fifth Army eventually gained 
control of II Giogo Pass which al­
lowed the northern . advanc;e · to -
continue. \ 

" It is the stuff of a John Wayne 
moVi~. or rnore appropr:iate\y, 
akin to the Medal of Honor !% 

, plaits of Audie Murphy and Alvin 
York. 

1'You had to do what you had t0 
, do," Johnson recalled. "You al­
ways wondered what the next day 

. was going to bring. But afte r you 
,go so Ion$ without sleep, it cloesµ't., 

• !. , , 4!1, • ..:-· ... , 

Close up of the meclal 

1 THEY MOVED into a -rarhbiing 
farmhouse north of ))1}Witt soon, 
after theif ·marriage. ThirW years 
nn<l five children later, lhe John• 
sons ure i;tlll tending a s1hall farm 
from the old' house. "Maybe I'll 

· have the lime to clo some remoclel- · 
ing," he mused. 

Every two years he attends con­
ventions for · Medal of Honor 
winners·, and has made .friends 

. wilh several of the nation's mili­
fary heroes. He feels comfortable 
'in their presence, he says. T\1ey 
uncterstan~ what it mean,s. 13oast­
·ful remil}i$cence:, ~re ' practically 
unheard of. 

"Most of us don' t' like living in 
the•past," said tile soft-spol{en, 59-
year-ol<l-Johnson. "When you have 
1he medal, you ,don't bring it down 
,to where you stand. You cry to live 
uptoit." ·• 

' Since. the Congressional Medal 
of Hondr· was first authorized dur­

,. h1g the Civil War. only 3,346 per­
sons have rec~ived it. Or that nurn­

. ber, 431 ,v'ere awarded in World 
War n, many of them posthu­
mously. There are about 280 in the 

.country today. Seven of those liV:e 
in Michigan . . Oscar Johnson, a 
quiet hero if there ever was· one, 
still, tries living up to the mc::dal he 
rare)y wears nowadays. 

It's for the other guys, he says. 
The guys who didn't make the 
headlines. The guys whose lucl, 
ran ou~ .. 
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Flashback 
Yesterday's Hero 

:By Sue Martin 

Scpt<"mlwr, l~·H. One muH: year ,11,d the 
war in Europe would be over. One more yea r 
anJ PFC Oscar Johll:i011, thcll jus t 4ttlOthc:r 

dogtag number among the millions shipped 
overseas , could go home Lo Michigan. 

He didn't like war ,nuch. The dying was a 
painful loss LO absorb, day after <lay. But there 
were no gra)' are as in war: only black and 
white. You fought because you had to. You 
fought for your coumry, you r honor - and 
your life. 
· September, 1944. changed th ings for Oscar 
J ohnson. He never set ou t LO be a hero. 
Perhaps no one cv<.:r docs. Yn war fashions 
heroes in fractions of seconds, and they 
e1nnge from that unique combination of 
time, plan· and atiillidt· .is a SJH·cia l br .. ed. 
Tht'y wi11 medah, appl;wse a11d ticker tap(' 
parades. iluL some, like Oscar Johnson, wo uld 
jusl as soon Uc forgotten . 

Life had never been easy for Johnson. He 
had worked on his fath er 's dairy farm in 

'Foster City since he was a small boy. The work 
was wugh and demanding, but it was his life, 
his heritage. £vcn ahn Pearl Harbor, lw rt•lt 
he was needed more on rhe farm , so he made 
no attempt to join. Ile simply worked and 
wai1ed for the inevi table. The army nN:dcd 
him LOO, and Johnson left for war i11 
September, 1942. 

During the next two years he settled into the 
expected and unexpcued routine of nwn at 
war. He came to know the dry taste or fear , the 
whistle of a bomb about to rip up the world 
around you, Lht.' whin1 pering cries of a gutshol 
buddy, hands clumsily bandagin~ a belly 
squirting blood. Dropped into this panorama 
of lik s_rripped to its raw core, Johnson fought 
LO survive. 

111 chc- fall of 19-1-1 , Joh,1so11 and his com­
pany from the 91st Infantry Division had 
maneuvered inLO position ucar Scarperia, 
Italy - a small northern town tucked into rhe 
Appenninc Mountains, now mangled by war. 

Johnson, the leader of a seven-man squad, 
was ordered LO slake Oul a cornbal post 50 
yards to the left o f his company's position, to 

cover the exposed flank. The sc1uad scram­
b led for cover behind an embankment , but by 
the afternoon of September I G. Genn"n ar ­
tille ry fire and counterattacks had killed or 
wounded all ofJohnson·s men. 

He was alone now. cut off from the rest of 
his compan y; alone with his thoughts, the 
wheezing coughs and cries of men crumpled 
and dying, thousands of miles from home. 
Momentarily, his mind dallied with the pas1. 
H e shook it off. "We had to hold," he says. He 
knows iLev€'~, now . .and knew it then, 35 years 
ago on a bleak llalian hillside. And so he 
fought. Fought until that last German 
stopped trying to pry him loose from 1.hac 
single piece of black earth he was d t tl'rmined 
to hang onto. Fought until the silence. 

76 
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anti rel urned u heru 

Nig ht slippnl in quietly, bu1 there was no 
time LO sleep. He knew cl1t:y woulJ ovenu,, the 
posiLion the first mo,nenL he fal1ned . And so 
he fought, turning back the Germans time 
and again . Two men, sem to hel p Jo hnson, 
werl' cul down in a murderous an.illcry fire. 
Johnson , half-crouching, ran to where the 
pair lay, nearly uuricd and seriously wounded. 
H e covered their position , holdiug the Ct: r ­
mans at bay umil the two cou ld b e ,;vacuat<:d. 
H e stayed, alone again, umil relier finally 
ended his long and courageous vigil. 

It is said that during ,hose two days , the 
Gt:rmans had commited t'ivl' pa ratroop com ­
panies against Johnson's company . After the 
battle, some 20 dead Germans wne found in 
front of Johnson's position, and he had cap­
tured 2!> others. Johnson would have JllSt as 
soon been dispatched with a thank,; and a 
handshake. But his superiors recognized t ha t 
in Johnson, the re was that special breed of 
soldier. Consequently, the simp le Michigan 
dairy farmer received the Medal oi Hollor. It 
is the nation's most revered rnilicary honor. le 
is tlte badge of courage, a symbol of unse lfish 
devotion to du1 y and <.:oun,ry. But for PfC 

Oscar Johnson , it became almost a biuer 
n·st:nc1nen1. 

Disl'k11ged a sngc,,11t i11 July o l l!M :, . 
Johnson re turned w his homl' 011 1he Uppn 
P<:11 in:,ula . } fc wlnn:cl &.ll die :;ight ur Lu11ily 
and friendsgadu: rcd arou nd Lh <.: trainstett ion, 
offering the hero's welcome. H e didn't want LO 

be singled ouc. But the crowd 's cheers died 
quickly, which suited him just fine. In ti me, 
norma lcy seuled bac k into Oscar Joh n~on's 

li fe. 
Johnson even tually moved to La nsing, 

where he studied agric ulLu re at Michigan 
State Colleg<.: for rwo yea rs. Aftnwa rds, lw 
worked a consLrunion job in the welcom<'d 
shadows of anony111 ity. I le ni.11 rit·d , and i11 
the sp ring o f 19:,0, joined t he Natio11;,I 
Cuard. It was11 '1 long lwfon· pl'opl1·s1artt'd 1,, 
learn 0J'Johnso11's p,t :H. 

I-It· had little to say about the hunor then, 
and eve n today says o,il y th;u he feds the 
n ~i litary hat! LO give cn.·di1 10 ~onu:u1a·, ~o LI 1ey 

picked him. 
" It proba bly should )1avc b,·t·n sorn,·une 

else," he says, his voice nearly a whispe1 whe11 
he adds, "a lot of guys died up th,·r<.: ." 

!L's hard w pry J ulwsun loose from his 
reticence a bout the past, about rhost: Lill 
nights in lraly. Blll he dot's s;1y tht' ,nedal has 
changed ,hings, ancl he's not very p ruud oi'i,. 
'The medal g<'tS LO be a factor in everytl1i11g. 
IL beco1llt:S old SLuff. If p,-opk li ve·in dH: p:isl, 
1 hey become stale. When 1 · staned worki ng 
thaL con,trunion job, 1wopl,· didn't know I 
had won the n1eda l. I liked that. I was ~,bk w 
do Lh ings on my ow11 . " 

' l'oday, John.so11 lives ;.\ 1nodcs l li re i11 
DeWiu, working as a C l,ief Warrant Officer 
for the Cuard. He and his wife raised five 
<.:hildreu , all gone 110w, in a hu1nc bt·:,et wiL li 

age . It hardly seems filling lor a Ml'dal of 
1-lonor winner. 

Johnson :says ht: guesses he's stuck with iL 

now, "bu[ the medal changes everything. l'to ­
ple pay a1.1ention LO 1.he medal , but l wonder 
what I could ha ve donl' withouL it." S1n111g<'. 
I-Jc ta lks as if the medal rob bed lii ,o of som..­
unfulfilled dn:a•n ur passion , as if he knew, 
from the momen t h,· received it, hl' would 
n,~ver be free LO chan his ow11 destiny. Tlil' 
<1uestion seems to ling-tr behind ey<'s t:tclied 
wit I, reg ret. 

S,ill , ht doesn't completely regret the- tirnt: 
h e spent in un iform. "Su re, I think it helps 
shape a person's life. And l don't think;. yt·ar 
or so int he military would hun a young pt:rson 
tod.1y. l was in for three year:; and LiH""n· wasn't 
any lux ury. Bei11gdrafled woulJ m:,k<:;, lot of 
boys apprt:ciace what they gn latc, in li!c." 

Funny he should say that. For a Meda ! of 
f~{or1or winner, .Johnson s,:erns LO l1avl· run out 
of app•·eciac ion . Now. yt:ster<.l.iy·, h<'ro j ust 
wan lS lo he k ft alone . • 

Sue Mart in is a free-lance writ er lilld ti. jour­
nalism major al Michigan Strit~ Uniuer5ily. 



JOHNSON, DAVID L. 

Holt 

Formerly of DeWitt 

Age 38, died April 28, 
1988. He was born Sep­
tember 12, 1949 in Lan­
sing. Mr. Johnson was 
employed as a press 
operator at B.O.C. 
Graduated from St. 
Johns Schools and was 
a Vietnam veteran, 
serving in the U.S. 
Navy. He is survived 
by his father, Oscar G. 
Johnson· of DeWitt; 2 
brothers, Edwin of 
Lansing and Larry of 
Haslett; 2 sisters, Mrs. 
James (Linda) Kovar 
of Eaton Rapids and 
Mrs. Steve (Nancy) 
Johgart of Ann Arbor. 
He was preceded in 
death by his mother, 
Lawanna Johnson in 
1987. Funeral services 
will be held Tuesday at 
I p.m. at the Gorsline­
Run c i man DeWitt 
Chapel with the Rev. 
Frederick C. Nose, 
Pastor of DeWitt Com­
munity Church, offici­
ating. Interment in 
DeWitt Cemetery. The 
family will receive 
friends Monday from 
2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Chapel. 



..........----. 

·set'Ved · u,,; president and n m ember' 
or' the board· o! directors or t he St. : 

Succumbs 
...---,- Jon1111 nuHdlni: and Loa n A:;soclfl.• 

llon. He wu., a vlce-presldent 11-nct · 
IL m ,:mber o! the \)pnrd of dlrc.;tors 
o! the Sulie B1111.l!: .ot $t. Johns. 

He Willi ll~WhY~ iicuvc in M11:.onlc , 
orders and wns 011c qt the !!m t 
co1tun11n<le1-s of U,c St. Jobn,-; Coin­

I m11,nd1;ry of K11 t111·1tJ, 'l'ernplur. Hi:. 
' wµ1> 1\1.:jlJ l,l IJicmlll!r or thll SJ)ri\w-

. ~torii ii\ ll,111';>' . 
He wn,s born 011 J tt.11. 10, 11166, 111 

RUey t()VJnbllip, t)1e son of Nlltlum 
E. J c;mes llnd Susu.n ;Hildreth Jones. 
He · was mu.nlcct ln SL. Julina on 
O ct. ~5. U)!JO, to ~w C~li&, A. Onrc;l­
n(:j', . t-il~r. filr, dcct!,!l.1.rt. !'I ~~l}lbcr . 
of 1{1J7, h!) Ulll.rl'lt,d b,!J·,i. Oknn1 
.HorlOl\1 Weird on l•'l!b. 6, l!J:19. M n;. 
J oJ1e~ · ctlect .o,n Jan. 10 o! Ll>J.i year. , 

S)JrYIVlllg ur.e tWO (hl.U{(hter~, Mrs. 
W. I . Ll!Ue . .o! PhllJJ.clcJpll!1i, Pa.:; 
and Mrs Loul.a Bill.a, of Rochesl.er,1 
Minn.; and three grandch1lctrcn. 1 

1''1.menil servkes w,}r1> lwl.d Mon­
d ay ll.L 2 p, lll. from Tha Ellel't.s :w1Lh 
Rev. Rily · T. Cal<lwtll, of tll~ · s1,,, 
Johns Cungrcg11tlonul clmrch, of- ' 
f1cJ.uLing. Burial was i n Mt. R e.;t 
ct:ruetery. ' ' ' 

.Active pall be11rcrs a t tile funero.1 
·111cluc1eli 1~. W. Wolt, A:,u. Oillson. , 
Elhwo1•U1 1rall11mdJtll, Arden Cook, 
Thomas E. Oorkin und Guy Dutcb,­
cr. fior1.0n1ry p~ll bearers 1ver1: Ar­
Uiur lt Wil6,ott, Wi\lter Wylrn!f, E. 

A . G . .lQNl:S. w. l 1'cllUng, Vc,m Walk.er, Oeorgt.: i 
---.,.-1 G . Hunu:.r, J es;; D1mcroft, Dr . li. 

M. Gohn; J.l'n:d Bun<luy, Lyq1an 1 

).>urr, Glenn /:3tl!cl, Gi::or(le &;l')~i;i.- ; A. G~ 
Dies· 

Service:;; Held Mor1day 
For St. Jo]V1.S GrQcer 
Who Was in Business 
Here f!r)t :f'if ty Y,cars 

'. : hµl:-; amt l:),u·I L t:l;ll\l'Ol). . . ! 

Almearon ,P. Jones, 81, Jor,mer St. 
Johna 15roce1· nncl one o! . thu cHy'11 
mo,;t rtspected cl ttzcn!I, ' died a. 
Cl!nton Memor ial hosplttLI ln.;t 
ll'hursctay afternoon. • He 1 h nd been 
m poor health fpr sor11.e lime and 
his death followl)ct by llltle more 
Lhun ll month ' thc:i ))lll:lSh1~· of h is 
wlte on Jan. 10. 
· Mr. Jone9 spent more thnn 50 
years as a buslne:.s man on St. 
Johns' Clinton avenue. As n boy in 
h.ls teens lie earn,~ here from h ili 
Riley township tu.rm homB to work 
ln the 0. J;.l. Dtwltt Rrocery. He 
lj!11rncd the bu.slneli.'l there u.nd !n 
1901, In partnership w(th Curl Le- , 
Dnron. h e boui;ht the Lou V,1uC~n- . 
~1u1L ijlon: tit llu: comor ot Ollnl.4>11 I 
UVCHU(; and lllt(hUm t.Lreet. 

Jktire~ In 193-1 
·Mr. LeBaron re~lr~cl trom tne 

par\ 11er~h!p 1 1,,, ycurs \atei: but Mr. 
Jones contln4ed to op1i:rutc t11e ~ro- · 

; ccry store Ju th(! Slim e locution un­
: t.ll Dec411l>er ot 1034 when he i;olcl 
· w Lister S m.1Lll and retired tro1n 
IQusine:s.~. The store ·was lawr .sold 
\ LO the Wlni;s Ulld JJlf.~ pa,;~ year l t 
. wn.s bought by Lynn Dmdley. 

One ot the c i ty's m c,Hl prominent 
;b1.j.s i11cs,; m 1,n, Mi·. Jone, was known 
. \)y people throu11hout. CJ1nton C\)ll~- 1 
~ .. ,al.t-!.i,.,,~~i.&1i . 



Married 

MRS. ROBERT E. STENZEL 
Miss Marrietta Jones, daughter of 
Benton Jones DeWitt, was wed 
Aug. 26 In a canctlelig'ht ceremony 
in DeWitt Community church to 
Robert E. Stenzel, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dan Stenzel of DeWitt. A 
reception followed the nuptials. 



I· 
\\', R .)Plll 'S. l·'.nrl .Jnnc,,. 

i\ l n,. Vi,•1111:, r·u1 i"r. >1 r!--. 1 •rr~is .hH11':::;. 

MRS. VIENNA CUTLER AND DESCENDANT S. 

---=====- --:---- .. -,, ____ ... _ .. _, --·. -:-- ------·-====== 
In the· pn•sr-nt :1;::1• of h11 ~;ll 1·. 111111 •· 11;i li l ;1 , ,··n nr ~.;n :1t".·P. ;111d sh<• lonl\ 

ln11r. \,n.lh~ .ifl,•1 IH•1Tf1•:-- . nr in f:1 .-1 
;1r1d \\'nrry, n•prt•f;t'lllali\·1·:--. of n,c did :111,· ! lli 11~· :1 i1,111~·.1 lh;l l ~•1 P V.Ji:-;hcd. 

g.('1 11•1;1lio 11 s. ail Ji,·in;..: ;111d (·i ijn_, iH,i! l:tldni~·· Inn.~! r:lil•:; ;i , jnt: 1111'!''S In risil 

}.!P''d i,,·;1ilh. i~ :\ p:11 t i , ·11 1:11 I.'· r.t:T r,•J:iii,· r ·:-; i:lld w;i:.; )n!-:1 :1~ ind1·pc11dt·1~l 
llli11,:. v,·1 .\!rs. Vi,·1111:i ('111!,-r. nn,· di j:1 g<• l ;i 11 ~ :1h1111: ;;,. llflll't'II c.n , ... ,,r.-· 
l il t• 111,lr·eal r ,·~id,•11 \s o l S(t11li1 lt il , ·y, i:s i!••r ju1ii11r. · 
;11 111,, li••;til n! fj\•1 1 _1 ~1·111•r:11111i1. :ind pf ~:/,·,. ,>fl, 11 :, 11111 :.1•, lh1• ~011_11;.:t·r 1111•111 

l\\'O 11111'-r~ lrnn1 \\liwli. h,,,,,.,·,-r. ~:1,n11~1,,..I'~ nr 1111' C11ll•·1· ~-·••11r-r:1l1PJI I•_\' ilf'f" 

11 r I I 11. ,. ! ,, 11) l.', • ' t ' I I ) I 111 J 1,' I ' \ 11.1 \ I. t I i,., I I , '111•\ 1 ••t 1, I' I ' ti ,., , 'I 11 \ : : : rt 11 I 11 I 11· I ·1 1111 

i\Jn; ('11 1!,, h.; '.1 1 \ t :11 cil i lh1' nil l i:11J1l11:rlt\ 1,11 l 11d1:11 1 11111' nl t h,· old 
}t,•r d,n1g,1)1 , ·1. J\lrs l'r•r1 i :-.. .l,,n,·:-.. ·;n, lrilw~: (!1;1f 1·p:1111, d ! lirut!!:ll llii~ pm·• 
i\ln; .lonr•s· :,..qn, \\'. I \. .11111 1

·'.; _ ;11ul hi-: 1ion or 1111• ~1a1, I 
:-:1111, 1•;;1rl ./t'lii'~, :11111 lh , · ,vn11n~~ 111 ;1 11·.~ 'i' IH· ;1,.:,, d ,,·r,111:111 h-,; :1 gr;1ndn11,thrr 
d:t 111.:lil 1·r. \',,,l;i, :1 ::1•<1 I ll'n )'1•: 1 r s r:1111 nl ~I:, rc- 11 ~ , • 1· 11 11,,,., if'I J,,,. 1·:i r,· i,·r "t 

· 1dt•f1\ 1!11· ii\'•• J:t·11,·1:11i1111~- Th,~ .1<tll(":· ::l:ili1111 ,\ . of thh, •·ii_,·. :ind fn·q11P11fl _, 
lll' ' llr!1l'rs :ill 1'~'!-•d:?t• in O:•f"('ril:1 <·n:1111,. ,·iidti~ h i 111. l;tl.;i111~ !.:,r<•;1t d,·lii:ht in 

;\rn; C11' l,•:· ·.':;1:-: hiiru i n i\l:1~•'.~t t'li11- l wn h1::dlh\ Jil!I" lT(•;11 l-!:1·a11dson s i11 
:--:t·lt~ and c:1111f' wi l h 11 ,..,r h;1sha11•l 1h1• 1 .. 111•?· ~-;1n·i,· r ·!-·. ·ra1nily. 
whf'II lh<·y \\"(•n• hnlli q11il•• :·n1 illt:.. l 11 i\Jr~ '. ('11li1•r i :~ :--ti ll ,-,T_,. ch,•rrf11! 
\i11·li iL~:.1n, •;1 lllillJ-'. P11 !;n11w l:111d i\ lr. :inrl Ji :1pp, !--'h1· Jf ' l:1 i11 s ;1 11 hrr rar.ul 
f'11 ! i1•r ln111, H p ;.11 ~11 111 11 Hik,,·, 1r(•rr·1:i1'.~. h11f i:· 1111\\' :..:l1 !~h t l _, l:i11H' . 1•, \ 1• 
1/J,•y llllfl,'l'\V1•11i ;1]1 I h 1· h;1rd:~l1111•-: :111,I; (i•t· r j\· cnp1'•11IPd ~,110 j!-,: w:1 il i11~ for 

rnih,. o f ,·:irl,· lnn,I hn-·11.-,•r•: . ;1 11d \\illijtJi,· ~~n d wl: 1 ·11 Ill• r,·wn1tl wliit·h :-.h t · 
l,111 r,•w 11,·i,t,l\ l>111s,·,,·,·1•: l11dia".'· h, \' 111;1:; -,1 .. ,·:1\.--i li:1d 1:1 i11t ill ;iw:dls 1111,:,..;•· 
, ,, 1 :1 hnpi.~ ,,11 1 nl llit· J,..:r•·:11 ,\)1 1·1l1 ··1 11 ,,l\u h:1,, f": 11 , ·il <:,·d :1 11d tri(•d In kr•{' I' 
,, i l clr •1111·s:~. llh: ,·111ill, 1 t'lrllllf'Jl1' I 

:-;:x ('hildp•11. fn11r d;111 ::hl•-r: .• 11111 1·,\11; __ __ _ ____ _ 
:--;.q1•: , , ,-r1· li11r11 In lh,.111. Tli,· lt11~-l 1 n11q, 

:1 lld l\\'f\ d:1111~!111'1''.i ;ll1' 11•1,, 11!'( ' • ;i:·r,,1 1 

:\)rs. <'1111,-r ~lill 11 ~iii , -.• 11t1 ll1t• Pl: j 

IH"ll'"''"••d. 1,111 sl •·•·ps 11il;h1s al lit" 
h111n1· nr h, ·r son, I•; \\' t'11rl1•r. w !11,i 
lh ,•~ .i11st ;1C'J'f1'...:'...; t h" 111;. d I Ir• , l·1v • 

f:1r 11,,..., "Id hn111r ll1;11 iu· :11 ,1/ ht•t 1·11: 
l 1;u1d I;, hor,•d ~fl Ji ;i rd rn• j II I h1•i I • 1 f'I 
\I. 1 ·dd<·d lil"r· lw1'(lf}l1•:..; d•·:,r, ·r 1n l11 •r 
•·.10 11 , ·1•:1r :1·rd :.:11 ,· p,11 , 1~~ :1!\ 11,, ti1n" 

'-, ' II ;:- ,, 



l\IAJllllED. 
Wililam E llwr.n1gor or Olive town­

ship n nd Miss Corn M. Jonell, d:rngh­
t er o( Clrnrlt\s, Jones of Bengnl were 
1nnrreld WC'<lnesdoy mornlog at the 
, Methodlal Epiacopii.l pa rao1rnge. They 
wero accompanied by Daniel l~ll­
wan~er of Olive nnd Mios, lllinmn S ee­
ger of D-OWilt. Since lho dcnl.h or her 
motlHYr lhreo yearn ogo M las Jones 
has bern bousokcever for hor fal!Mr 
lo Bengal. After a row (hlya spent 
with rnlntlvcs In. Grnnd llaplda, they 
will 1·A.',lldo on the groom•~ flirn'l e11,&l ' 

of I><fVYttt. ·, .. 
1
, • • • ·- • .' • • J 

lWO MARRIAGES MAKE 
RELATIONSHIP TANGLE 

l' lt01UINJrn•1>111:rrnA1. ANll DEWI'l"I' 

l'E0l.'Ll1 ,urn 'l'IIE l'IUNl'll',\J,:j. 

There i s a 111arri11ge lauglc with 
l lClll-(al and DuWlll. we.II l<HOl\'11 resi­
de111s :, s • th<· prl11cipal~ Jn which a 
l"ul hcr hocn,1:es the brolhcr-in-law of 
hi, tlaul-(itlrr; a 8ister 1-><•romcs the 
mollt<ir-in-lnw of hr r brother; ouo 
Juan's falh<!r -ln-law l.ieco111cs his hroth­
c r-in-1:iw; a wom:!n's SiHtcr -iu-law 
i.Jl'comcs her mother Hild if l'a rl\ c ,,u plo 
11:;31 ch1lllrcn onn mart's gra11uchildrcn 

1will l.Je his DCJJli<)WS and 11i1•ccs 1111rl­
f!Jut, whew! "·ll at's the ur,c or rroph­
Jr,~yi11,: <Jn the future -:.;uod 11ighl! 

The tangle was brought abr>ut 
1.l1rough lhc 111arrln,::c of Charles .Tones 
<-f t:r,Dgnl township and J\li::;s J.:111111a 
1·:. 1,; 11 1111ng1' r, ilu 1111,hl.1•r (lf Mr. 1111 d 
~I r~. llolinl 1,:11wau1;,•r 1:r n c \Vill, 
1111d tl,o 11::irrlni;,: of hor hn•llier, IVll-

l
lia111 l1:ll\\·a111{c r, :ind Mr . .lanes' daugh-
I ,_, r , J\I Is~ C or:i .I ones. . 

I Mr. 1,lh,an~er and ll_liss Jon ts wore ! 
P:arri ~<l D("<'Cmbcr 2-1, a1Hl rr~illc on a! 
fan11 lu ]).,Will low11sh i p . I 

The rn:.1rri.1µ:<' of Charles .Jones c:f ' 
lim11;al :ind Miss Emma K I,;I1wu11,;cr 
,tnll which i.Jrou ghl. about the tangle 
in r elationship, loolc plnro Than;dny, . 
. l:tnllHl"Y l:i, at lh r. l\lcthodist l~pisco-1 
1,:il parsonai;c in BL J oh ns. Hcv. J. H. j 
\Vllcox oliiciatlng. Mr. and .Mrs. 
Vr anl, Halsey of Olive were prrscnl, I 
~ir. ll nls~r aHd ~Ir . .lone:,; b•!ing broth-
1·r nr,tl si:i lcr. ~1',·. ~ind J'\lrs . .Jones 
;ire r t•sidinf; un bis farm, section 22, 
n .. H,:-nJ. wl11•r0 M r .. JonPH w:rn horn in 
li,C2, n11d 11 l11•r1• h11 ha11 11l\\'11yn l lv1•d. 
JJis pnn·nl.:-. were l\lr. and J\lrs. lsnHc 
.JOlll1

~, who Cfilll (' lo llial HCc;t lno Jn 
1%(i. lllti i.J r id•· hllij U. ]Jleu~l11g IIIUll-

11 [' 1" an<I ls a co111pclcut Lrai111J!.I nurse. 
All the paru~a ure \\"ell-l<nown in 

the ("OIIIIIHll\l(ie~ w l1en. lltev rc~ifl o 
;, 11d tho hcsL wisllc~ o f their ma.ny 
r,·iends ar c cxlcn<lcd to them in their 
new r elationships. 
I 
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'fill~ ,S'l'A.1.'E ,110UHN/\L 
L atl&in0 1 'IVlichhian 

Wed., lvfoy 16 . , 
, 196.2 ' 

1 MISS SADII: JON.ES 
t' 
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* * °" * * I * 
='11eaclier for 45 ·y dars 
· To Retire atGraridLedge 
: (Speciai t~ Thc/!it~te Journal )' here and past worthy malro~1 oi 
} CH.AND LEDGE: May 16-Re- Wacousla chapter, Ea~lem :,Lac 
• • . . · 

1 
• . Miss Jones, along w1Lh Mrs. 

, : tinng at the e~~l o! this school Albert. /\rnuld, ,sixlh grade kach-
• ye;ir after teach mg for ~~• year~ er, and l'v1is$ Vine q1aplin, /;econd 
~is Jyliss Sadie J m)tis, elementary grade leacher, who ·also ,lre n~-
: school teacher here at lhe Neff tiring, will be guest of hoqot· at. a 
· school. • tea 1'lrnrsday afternoon · at 3: 30 1 

:• Miss Jones h.1s laugi1t in t,he p. m. • at the high :;choo!. The I.ea 
:Grand Ledge schools smc~ 1933, is bci11g sponsored by the. Grand :· 
-coming here from Clinton county, ;Ledge •reacher,;; as~ociatiou. Pres- · 
: \vhere sht:! ~aught for 16 yoars. col uotl former staff m,imbers, ' 
· She has been a fourth grade former slmleuts and their parents 
, teacher hE!re at Greenwood, and friends of · the retiring t~ach-· 
·union,' West and Neff schools. e1·s are invited to attend. 

She first begqn teaching at. the Mrs. Arnold beg;,n teadhing 
.Brown one, room S(;)lool north of here in 1!)53 afler teacl1ing in / 
. DeWitt and then in U1e village of olher Eaton c:ounl.y si:hool~ for 2!l '\ 
· De Wilt before com111g here. . · yearn. M1-s'. Chaplin came to 
: :;he also has helped teac~1 dnv- Grn(ld Lcdgn after leachi11g in 
,er, training ,rnd _worked with ~he Knlamnzoo and other Eaton coun• 
sumf)ler recrea~1011 program. ~h~ ty schools. Ruth rvrr~. Arnold and 
is a past prcs1de,1t of the ABC lVliss Chc1plin have been 0 ,1 leave,; 
club, active in the Garrlcn i;lub ot absence du1t11g the current 
---------~---.-. - school ye,w and have decided not , 

A ......... ..:.., l\\ "'.-..s,L. J ~. Lo, r~~1~·~., lo . l1Jaehin~. ~ .. . 


