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Celebrating 150 years 
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: ffl~~ilt.~(R~iY't~]e)t~.Wi~i~✓w;1~1;tMi~le •.Rapids·•;:; ', 
: :, j~;Jr.',:~;,;~;~ ;f~t~titor:, ot~t~~-~~~;~~ilde~~-~as a~~;~-~~~~-i~/ i.: ~~:riii ~d.piiU;~'.~ a~oss_ih~ ri~_~r:~P;_~cir .· Moore' "of

0

tliat ~Hag~: '; .,~_ > · .. .-:i--i .·,;-;.~- , ; 
. :iierM# fdmil:,6fClmton Corintywa, writteti·b.i'0-'•1~hiJe Luther; the. )'.ouilgest, was_~ ~ere 184 (!(,only ',.' 14'.~ home, theymoyida log cabin froip.' Judge_I>et-. .. Lyman iind Harriet liad only oiie kriown' cnild; 
· '.Cliiit~n..'~~un.iitutor:icalSoclety ~er"K.e1'}':'aliout _tt,i-; _years.· -' ,'. · · ·: ·: :· :· ' ...,. '-~'.':?" g. · · :• . tit'Harm' to · a _Io.cation nrar the;da.¢\~ite._: . · · Milo H. Hewitt who se~ediri Company Aoftng23rd 
. ·.Coin:'Dtu ·10 tM· length of.tM JSrlicle; it ~ , . · -ls!lB.c was one of the found.er& ~f the De"'1tt. Bap-_ \. . ~n after, William, o~ed ~ meiy~!1Jltile ~tore _at Michig~ Infantry during the Civil War, m:id l~w 
' 1,e,m 4ir,id«l into two.pam. -Pa,:t one th~ week ' tist Church whjch was organized _1,111~: ~ewed, ~ , -· tJ:ie ~i~. andJ;ie_g!!Jl ~g_l.$ pl_an~Jo! P}~ fy ~res move~ . to eastern Michigan. . . : . -:: • 
. :deah ~h the fa,niily foruulen, l•aac and . :~·DeWitt on ¥arch 28; 1846;·andu !?eliev:¥.to,haye., '. ~11.~e,;Me!-' .P¥,t~ ~e ~1te,the _b,gan cons,ti;uc- ,. . . • . . · , , ... o • 
.-Phebe'Hewitt,. with histories of their childnm, . been buri!l(i in DeWitt cem,eteIY.;as was''lrlf.~doy.r tion of !l.~otel_ and in 1854, be :succ;e8?ed Edwar,d Deborah Hewitt w!18 born about 1818,and,-on 
-~~~Deborah, and Fanny. Part .'.· when she die_d on O~t.' io;_:_1854 .. /.-,;: :,:f{(;.- ... :P~~ .a,s ;po~~~r,~. · .·. ,,> ;"· , : ,'.>. - . , -~an.l,183_9,_w!smameQ.~Jo1}t)C. Warren.F-0r.a 

.._two, in~·~••· C,(;/'(, chronic lei the hiBICf ;, : ':· .The following are individual accounts -o{'~ of.. . . Therr ~~ ma.iP'.~ple ~~o.und~JJ!l~dly e9nVi-.- . tim,e_ th,_~ved in the DeWitt_ area, but no co~~­
. ,Tie,- 111 t~!fewitt',·remam_ing c~=E_liza;""~ ?the-· nine chi1dren.-':' ,·J,. :- . c,'.•· \• :'[;'. il .. 1';'.- :11$~/ ::; ,_ ,buwd to ~e-fp~ilirig an,_d. ~tiaJ ~~ of ¥aP.l~,. ,re<:<>~ P8:!t) .840 ,have ¥en ) ?~ted,.,~~-g 
,6.b~'Ed/nu,ul. SimeQn. .PM Luther; ': ;1 \ WilJiam·AfHewitt wasboni-00 N9v:'~6;'1fill, :' '.: llapJd~; butt,Jievillage owesi~.f0:111),dirlgtoth~~- , _the~./,%,.···,_ ·.,·:.- • ... ;.-. : .' · -•~ ·;t; .. ,_./ <(.: "-:·, • 

)-~ ~;·;~~)~~·~I~ ::~~ii ~r,· ~t:~!~:::. kS:~~~:mHot=~;"·' i~~~~;~~:1~:T fi~:~~ ~;:~o~~;h ';~~~:~~~n:;:r:t~:d\~;~~{;: 
~ii many interesting and~~d tie.s ~~~~ :1s1s. .• ·,", ; : , ; , ;' . -i._:;,; ;<· :·•a, ,J, J. "j•'·,\7 ) . (~e,w,.~Sy~A;-~ub~P-~~ ha19ir~.e~_il~n), . ~g_ with.~) H.ewitt m IleW;t_t,~~~t th~,.sam.e;_~n­
families -Jind .,commµItjties;--DeWitt and :Maple •. ;. ~hi · 'tial· urcb .,, , f40 -:- f { '' •, : Za:cliaflah ,.(mamed ,Aµiencs,H;oyt and ha:d two- s~s alS-O ~sts a Deb?rah "Wa_rren, age ,_~4;:liv.mg 

. Rai>(da share.many such ties most of which can be ... ,_.. t J d, 
8wrtr P ·u1cfe.o ruall IICfe~govem f. children)' 1:i)iiuiie.(married Martin V. J3roWi));lsaac · V11tli Geo. 0 : and Eliza (Hewitt) ~ell~· a~ DeWitt. 

in:_#'.t.!> ~e yery l>eginnings'otth~.Yillag~ o(Ma~ie __ ::in: prosp::U:"!en Jl:e~uiify. ¥!4tt!i (in!ll"ri_ea;J.iel~p .. ~s~g'an~ ~~4 t'~ci;~I!fre~). . '. ,Frumr,.H~\vitt ~~ !>~1:11 on_J~,14; ~~~<(Sh'e~ . 
Rapids iri the early 1850's - to ~e Hewitt faD:11ly .c,, .his fann,irig, he_ w~ among tJ:ie~_fc;,injusµ_ces of an4 lt~fus-~e~. (marned Jen~~ ~~~;ap.d ha(} · alon~ with h~ ~athe,r, W!\8 -~ founder qf th~ pe~i~ 
whose,roots_ g~ baclq!ven further into,the ear'Jiest thepeacefor DeW1ttTownship, being elected~ lhe .tw:o ~~ld_re,~). . .; . , . , ~ __ ;-,. .. . .,. B~pti~tCqurch in 1840. She was thefirstnewmem-· 

-,,Y~ ~f'C.linton .Cp~o/.,__ , ,_ .. ,. : · ,· • · · ,office in.• the first -town:ship .eleclion-in -1~7., He . -William die_d at a: yo~g-age _on Feb,~2, 1_8~. .·00!' ~p~ into the ~hurch r~µ~w:ing iti formal 
_. -~ 1~5, the 1/irgefanµly oflsaac and Phebe Hew-· retained the office-for ;several decades,' both _ in Harinali remllll!~ at Maple Rapids apd,o!l.~ll,!l~ 2, _orgaruzation. . · . . · ·,, •::· . _ ,._ . 
itt ~~ .:v:-e~t,o)lt of Ste~ ~unty!'N:ew; York DeWitt and later at Maple Rapids'. H{al~ stud}eil 1~64, was ~a¢ed to, Wil_liam'~ younger. bro.tn_er, Ori Feb. 21,. 1841; s~~ •was m~ed to _:~Vilitam 
~ coming "iip the·l~e ~ pe~1t, ~ey con-. law_ under pioneer attorney Joab Bak~, .·.: .. . S11D;eon He~tt. ~~ 4i~ o~ Noy. 2, ~,8~8., and w;as Rouse_ at DeWitt, ~here they continued to .:r'eSide. 
tinued on foot and by~ team, inland to Oakland ' In 1850, William purchased the "BostoiiHouse • bi,Jned beS1de William in the Sowle cemetery. Theybecamethepareiitsofalarg'e"familyofatleast 
·pounty. . . . . .: · · a small hotel on the northeast corner of.Main and . Lyman J. Hewitt -was born about 18;5,,and Wl!:!3 , eight children. All of these became orphaned follow~· 

~
~- ,Here .!h.e.WO!Jl~' remain~ while the men went . Frarik1iri Streets iriDeWitt. This Greekreviv.a], style married on Feb.' 4, 1841, ~ ~et ,Woodtuff. -~e · ing the :untimely deaths of thei p~iits: Fanny on 

. ':I'. mto _the ~d~mess_ m search of_favorable. structure had been built in 1843 as theptjvate ~si- . v.:as born ~out.1820, and 1~ beli~e4 tj>.,Jiave ~n a · Nov. 20, ~S!i9; and, 'Yilliam on April 12~ 1"860. 
--~ -~ on,.!(hi~ to se,ttle, :AJong ~e Pontiac-Gn,md . ~ence of JQdge Hiram Sto~ell. (the . county's first SlSt":8~ to Riley:J. :-~d Ad~'~.r:1 A;,~~~• .e~ly . . :' 'These ~hane~ ~ldren w1;1:e l?Oke~ ~afte.r ~r, 
River¥)! u.iey c.iµne through~~ small settl_eme~t . . Judge of probate), ~d follow:mg the Judge's death; cabinet m_~ers and imter merchanF ¥ ,s.~ J?hns ' . Fanny's_ SISU!;, Eliza, wh? m~v~d ipto th,e ·nouse 
of Caph DaVId Scott_ on the_Loo~g Glass River in -had.been converted into .a hotel by Parker Webber, . and DeWitt respec:tively. · . : · _ ,.. . . s; : .:·. _; ·: '-•· • household . with her_ own ·children. Some . of· the 

-De~tt. Apparently unpressed w,th the lands.about · the fonner miller for the Wat.erloif Join~ Stock Co., . . , Lyman'owned ari SO-acre tract oflartd:.m sectio!1 · orphans were known to have been sent at times to 
~~~ttlemen!, lsaacpurch~d~earbylandin sec- at· Wacousta, . . . .·. _ . · -· 31 of DeWitt Township as early as 183~; but WU.· · Maple Rap_ids to-stay with family·meinbers thei:e . 

, .: tl91.1J ? and hjs eldest son, ~illiau:i, PW:chased 40 Williau:i did ~ good business. with his hotel and · him~elf a ~ter by trade; The e~est menti~n , . · Th~ knoym Rouse ·i:hil~e!1 include: Elizfl.J~~ 
~~s ?,r govern1!1ent land in .section e1gh~. · other business interests,·especially catering to t,he ofhis occupation comes from the DeWitt Township 6narned a Naracon), William Henry· (marned 
. ··During ~e · winU:r of 1835-3ij, th~ ~ewitt ~en professional tr~de who tequi!ed,lodging .dutjng the minute books of 1842, where ~tis recorde_d that ~e · Helen Dunh~), Caroline, Helen and Ellen (twii}s); 
beg~ cl~anng thell' lands and bwlding cabms. peak ~easons when DeWitt a.welled with ~ebple .was hire4 to build~ public arumal P?lind m the\>il: Albert, Hattie (married G.W. Rand~ll), an.d.: Mary_· ::Z::,. 
They ~!1 returned-~ Oakl~d Couno/ ~d broug~t attending county court or other county business. )age for the containment of stray livestock. Upo~ . Jane. . . _ • · . ("i) -
the·waiting women and children to Join them in But William apparently had his sights set higher. inspection, it was noted to be •completed_ as speci- · · • . .. s;:-
DeWitt. • . HelocatedanareainEssexTownshipwhichhefelt fied with good padlock and hasp.~ · · Note:A•pecialthan.k1toVirginiaJ. Watter- I... 
. _Isaac_ and Phebe Hewitt are kn?wn to have had offered great-advantages for a ·town. He purchased · By 1850, Lyman had_ moved his family to DeWitt ,on . of Carland, (!a_lif., (a great-great- - · 

nme ~hddr~n who grew to matunty. Of these, all the land from Solomon Moss, and on Feb. 20; 1852, village where he ·opened a carpenter's shop on the ~nddaught.er.of Willuim and Hannah Hew- ,:::P 
were born m Prattsburg, Steuben County, New after selling his interests in DeWitt he moved his south side of the river. Here the record· of. Lyman itt) for submitting much of this genealogical 
York, and all came with the parents to Clinton family to the site ·on the Maple Rive; at the rapids. vanishes. He died during the latter half of the information to the Clinton County Historical 
County during that winter. At the time of the move, He and his four sons began at once to construct a . 1850's, for by 1860, Harriet was married to Daniel Society Archives. · 
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Celebrating_ 150 years . . . l 
Clinton County Sesquicentennial I 
Pa,:tJw(J:ofthe Hewitt family saga l 
. Editf}~I/_N~;e: The iou~i~g :hu~ory,i,f the moving into th!! household ofh!!r late sister, Fanny t,core:. ~ thY l~d owner in Ess~ Town_ship). .Sime?n purcha~ed his par~nt's old homestead inl 

Hewittftllf.l,i/y ofCli~_ton (::01p_1t,:was writt~ ~ Rouse. · w 8:'1 s e w~s t e form~r ~uth_B1ssell Chis sec- . DeW1t~ ~ownsh)P- In the l~te 1850's, he bought 
8 ClintonC~~n'tyHut~rkalSoc~-~"'!mb':'i:lfen : ' In the ~ly 1860's Eliza _moved her family to : ndwuewashersister),~~itisbehevedtha_tthere i sawnullmDeW1tt~~ichhethenoperateduntilthe 

Coin. ,D,u-~o.the length of tiu·prticle, -~t ,hfu Maple .Rapid~ and was m~ed ~ere on Nov.~. Vas probably a c?nn~tion bet~_een the wives of outbreak of the _C1V1l_ War. . ., . i1 . 
been divided .into two port•. Part o~ .pub-__ · ·1864, to DaVld Goss. She resided m Maple Ra,p1ds a.}1SJ0Y di ~d tuli! Bissell H7witt. . In 1861, he enlisted m the regiment ki)own as the~ 
luheilira'theClintonCo'fll'YNew.¢April11, ·. formanyyears,ev~ntuallyowningthehome!)fher . u a e s orty after .~eir marriage ~don ~cers" llf-d servfd until his discharge_. j 
dealt :~lth, the family founders, , Isaac and Y?unger brother, S1IDeon, following rus death. She tg. ~~ 18~j Edmund rnarned Mary A._ Collins (a S~eon w~ mamed a second time, Ju_ne 2, l8G

4
,j 

Phebe Hewitf_i arid huto~ of their children, • di~ at the home of her granddaughter, ·Mrs. - Xf thr O tbames and Marg~~t Collins?). a~ Linden, Mich., to Hannah (Hyatt) Hewitt, the, 
William,·. Lyman, Deborah; q"4 Fanny. Part Eugene Brya in Olive Township. · . 7 ou_ reak of ~e. CiVJI War, Edmu_nd widow of the eldest brot!ier William. He moved toj 
two, in this week_', CCN, chronicle, the huto- Eliza is reco~ed as having eight chil~en, but e~steim C~ E, 3thd Michigan_ Ca:,,a11?', and s~w Maple Rapid~ where he opened a fuqiiture store in : 
~• ofthe_Hewitt.', re~ingchildren, Eliza, manyo~tl~esediedyoungandonlytwo survived her :

86
~~ roug out e war until his discharge m 1869. _To this business he added an undertakin ; 

Abraham, Edmund, Simeon, and Luther. at the time of her ~e~th on_July 27, 1906. She was Afte ard h . · . establishment, both of which he continued to th g ~ 
- · · · also the last SUl"VIVJng child .of Isaac and Phebe d rw. sd, e ret~rned to his farm at DeWitt time of his death ·He sustaine•d. as b tant'al 

I 
ej 

Eliza Hewitt was born in Aug., 1824. Her first 
marriage was to George 0. Wells of DeWitt on Dec. 
16, 1841. . 

De Witt in the 1 &,!O's became somewhat renowned 
for its large concentration of shoemakers and 
George Wells was among the earliest. The location 
of his shop(s) has not been_pinpointed but early let­
ters from the period mention him as working for a 
time with master bootmaker Andrew J. Bement 
(progenatorofthe St. Johns Bements) at his shop on 
E1ut Main Street, and also for Nelson Alport in "the 
hole; a large factory which operated out of the cellar 
of the Clinton House hotel. 

George and Eliza were also the county jailers for a 
time, living at the county jrulho'use on East 
Washington Street. This was probably more of a job 
for Eliza than for George. During these early years 
the main function of ajailor was to feed and possibly 
launder for the prisoners whose cells were located in 
the basement of the jailhouse. 

~eorge died at age 38, on March 6, 1855, and 
Ehza remained in DeWitt several years, eventually 

H ·tt an remame on section 17 ·the remaind fh' . · u s I oss, 
ewi . . li_fe: ~und died on Aug. 2i, l 905, and M:;, su~~ . ~uthe ilev~tating Maple Rapids fire of1885, ~ut;, 
Abraham(" Abel") Hewitt was born about 1826 VIVJng him for several years died Dec 2 (1920?) at hi b g~ persistance, was able to eventually rebwld •. 

· · ·' ·Roh · ' - ·• ·• susmess · • andwasmamedmDeWittonJan. 1,1849,toJane c ester,M1ch.,whereshehadlivedforseveral Soonafter·h. ltoM 
1 

R 'd h .. : 
E. Gunderman. years. . is re_mova ape ap1 s eJomed: 

His death in the early 1850's cuts short his pion- Only two children survived Edmund and Mary t\r etbodiSt .~1s£op:li church and was on the , 
eer history in the county. John, and Margaret (Mrs. Charles Griffey) ' Bw 'dmg commi e or . e stru~ture built in 1868. ;: . • • s· H · b • · esi es a strong devotion to hls church he held , Jane, m 1854, marned widower Jonathan Pear- uneon ewitt was om m June of 1831 and emb h • . th M • , 
sail, an organizer and early driving force of the was m~ed o~ April 10, 1855, to Sarah J . W~en Order e~ :! 1ia ~ ate Rapids Masonic Lodge,~ 
DeWitt Baptist Church. The Pearsall homestead at DeWitt. She 1s thought to have been a daughter of Republic and wassa mhartetar, Granb d Armfth yAnof. the:: 
· -· · Lyman and Bets W (L I • c rmem ero e c1ent, included a large tract ofland south of DeWitt along ma ter te ey t ;;-'-.;/! ) :YJYl~n was an e_ar Y Order of United Workmen. ;. 
the east side of "Turner's Road." s c~en r a e itt · Simeon died at his home in M ] R 'd A ·1 ·: 

AfterJonathan'sdeathinl868 Janeremainedin . Both Simeon and Sarah joined the DeWitt Bap- 10 1902 · ape api s, pn :, 
. .. • tist· Church shortly b fi th · · Th ' . " 

the DeWitt area, and, although no record of her em • ed t· be ore 
1
eir mamage. ey Luther Hewitt the youngest child oflsaac and " d th h b I ted h . d . r am ac 1ve mem ers on y a short time and Ph b • • ' •· ea as een oca , s e remame an active were "erased" fr th . b h. 

11 
. e e Hewitt, died at the young age of 22 years on" 

member · of the Baptist church until the 1870's. Sarah's f: te om . e meml ers ~P r~
8 

s m i85~- May 28, 1855, and was buried beside his paren~ in;! 
Abel and Jane had two sons, Edward and George, listed on th\ drerr;ams unc ear

1
. ·. n . 6h0, hs e is the DeWitt cemetery. :: 

both of whom remained in the DeWitt area e e era census as tVlng m t e ouse- ., 
. · hold of Lyman and Betsey Warren, and in June of 

Edmund Hewitt was born Dec. 15, 1828, and that year she was received back into the church 
was married in DeWitt on Dec. 17, 1852, to Julia where she remained on the membership rolls as late 
Bissell. as 1870. 

Just prior to his marriage, Edmund lived with the 
family ofRowland S. VanScoy (VanSco_y would later Shortly after the death of his mother in 1854, 

Note: A special thanks to Virginia J. Watter-::...__ 
son of Carland, Calif., (a great-great-:'t 
granddaughter of William and Hannah Hew-;: 
itt) for submitting much of this genealogical•: 
information to the Clinton County Historical=..::;: 
Society Archives. :: 7" 



HEWITT 

Obituary-
Maple Rapids Dispatch, Vol 24 No. 18 

38 YEARS IN MAPLE RAPIDS 

Sime0n Hewitt Came Here From DeWitt in 1864. 

Was in the Furniture and Undertaking Business for Many Years 

Simeon Hewitt was born in Ptattsburg, Stuben Co., N.Y., June 1830, 
and died at his home in Maple Rapids, April 10, 1902, aged nearly 72 
years . 

He came to Michigan with his parents in 1836 and settled in DeWitt 
when it was a:.howling wilderness; there being no roads or bridges. 
This necessitated a following of Indian trails and fording of streams. 
Milling was done at Pontiac, which took four days. 

He grew up with i.:the country, working at clearing of land and farming. 
After the death of his parents he purchased the old homestead and some­
time after purchased a saw mill which he ran until the breaking of 
the war. He enlisted in the Lancers in 1861 and was with the regiment 
until the spring of '62 when the regiment was discharged. He came 
to Maple Rapids in '64 and was united in marriage June 2 to Mrs. Hannah 
Hewitt who passed away before him to the betterl land three years ago 
last November. He entered the furniture business in '69 and has continued 
in that and the undertaking business nearly ever since. 

The ftre of October '85 swept away all his property and was followed 
by other losses. But with the pluck and persistency and honesty he 
pushed ahead and soon found himself in comfortable circumstances. 
He was township treasurer for several years and his benevolence was 
brought out in this capacity. Many a poor person was relieved from 
tax paying by his large-heartedness in paying them himself. 

He was united with the Masonic Grder~in 1864. He was a charter 
member of the first lodge in the state of the Ancient Order of United 
Workman. He was also a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
of the Eastern Star. 

He was a consi§teet aedj faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church for many years, and was a member of the first building committee 
of the church that was built in 1868. He not only gave his money but 
he literally gave himself. He was always in his place at the devine 
service, encouraging and helping in all lines of church work. No truer 
friend or councilor did a pastor ever have. He loved his church because 
he loved his God, and his Master's service was his delight. 



3DA Y AFTERNOON, AUGUST 16, 1906. 

DIED IN OLIVE 

01.D RESIDE'.'\T 01-' :!\L-\PLE RAP­
JDS DE.\ D. 

!\In;. E liza Goss of Maple Rapids 
d ie d Friday. July 27. at the h ome of 
her granddaughte r, Mrs. E ugene Brya 
in OliYe. 

llfrs. Gass "·as a sister of the late 
Simeon Hewitt and was the last m e m ­
l)er or the familr. She was born in 
Steuben county, Xew York, in 1 823, 
and at the age of 20 was married to 
George 0. '\Yells who died in 1855. 
Six children we r e bo rn to them., In 
1862 s he married David Goss who died 
about ten years since. 

l\frs. Goss was one of the earliest 
pioneers of Clinton county, having set­
tled at Dewitt about 1 835. She uni­
ted with the Unlversallst church 
a bout 1858 and was a lso a m embe r of 
the >\' . R. C. of Maple Rapids. She 
went to Maple Rapids to r eside sev­
eral years ago and owned the Simeon 
H ewitt residence at the t ime of her 
death. 

The deceased is survived by two 
childre n l\!rs. E lva Johnston of North 
Birmingham, Alabama, a nd George D. 
'\\·ells of Lansing also a number of 
grand children a nd four great -grand 
children. 

The fune ral services were h e ld at 
Dewitt Sunday July 29, Rev. E. Mulige 
of Maple R apids officiating and the 
interment was made In the Dewitt 
cem e tery. 

J-Je.w i# 



DEATH OF AGED WOMAN 

• Mr,;. M1ny A., relict of Edmund 
Hewitt, died at the resi<lence of he1· 
dnughter, Mrs. Charles TI. Griffey, at 
30 Gll\dstone Ave. , Windsor, Ont., 
Sntur(lay morning, Dec. 2. Much of 
he1· life was spent on a farm in the 

I village of Dewitt, nenr Lansing, 
where the funer,d was held on Mon­
day, Dec. 4, thal being he,· 80th 
bi1·tliday. 

Some twelve y ear~ i;i1:;o , five years 
nfter t he death of _!)er husband, she 
came to her daug!1ter as a cont\rrued 
invalid from ,i1_Jjlamatory rheumatism 
and partial )ltualysi\;. From that 
lime to the close she existed as H 
patient and practically helpless suf­
ferer. A devout member of tlte 
Methodist church, her constant pray­
er was that the end m ight be hasten-

' ed. As the wife, mo t.h er and friend, 
she was o.bundnnlly equ ipped with 
those qualities of mind and henrt that 
endeared her to all with whom she 
ber.ame acquainted. 

She will be r ecollected by n number 

1 
of Rochester people who formed her 
acquninlance during occasional visits 
to her daughler during t he last few 
year,; of h er residence here. Surviv­
ing her are her daughter, MrR. Grif­
fey , a son, John Ifowitt, of Detl·oil, 
and a sister, Mrs. Collins, of Lansing. , 

i 

---- - - - - - -



PSJlL/11 23 

Tiic Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
1/tJt W allt . 

[ I r· l/ia/4-c//; mr: to lir rlown i11 green 
pdstures: lie l,1adct/J. me bf'Jtde the 
still 1..vaters. 

fl c rcstorct!t 111.y so1.1-l : f-/rJ lPadeth 
me in //;I' 1v1ths of rightcow11eH 
for 11 is name's sah.c. 

Yf',r, 1/J,)l(,~ /i I wrdl-: thn111:,:J1 tlJr• 
'l.:(ll!r:y of t/;e shadow of dea!I,, l 
'iJ.'ill frar 110 m;il: for Tho11 art 7-l'it/,. 
me ; Thy rnd a11rl Thy staff t!wy 
ram-fort ·me. 

T!wu J'rf'parr'st a ta/,lr? hf'fore me 
in !!Ir? prrgnte of mi11f' , 11,111.irJ : 

Tho!/. anoi111est my head with nil _; 
117)' rwp r111111r:1/J. ovPr. 

5'11,rcl -y g:0nd11r's., and merry .d/.{/ll 
Jollo'i.v 1!lf' all r/J.,, days of my lif P : 

a11.d I ':.J.·ill d'i.cdl i11 the house o J 
t hr: Lord for r'--.·er. 

MA H L ON HIATT 

October 2r,. 18!)2 - Apr il J 6, 19r,r, 

63 yrn. - r, rn os. - 21 days 

Service■ From 

Vincent Fnneral Home 
F'rida.y, April 20 - 2: 00 p. m. 

Cl<,rgymn.n 

Hev. 1,aVern nretz 

DeWitt Comm1111ity C'l111rch 

l)e\-\l itt, M ich ig;1 n 

L . J . Orlswolrl 
Gaylord 'Wa.nl 

Archie War() 

Ll0Ytl BrownlC'e 
Ralph OvC'1·holt 

J a mes A . Perry 

De\-Vitt Cemetery 

DeWitt, Michigan 



C 
0 

1 11c. ~hi~_!'l:t:11,ird 'Psol,11 
f/11,:, k,,rd is n111 sl11:-p l1crd; 1 sl,oll nnl wo11!. 

111:. 111(11' .. cll, Ml/', lo Ii& do1v11 in 9rc,-:.11 r'osf111·,;s: 

ilr lwd,.lf1 1t1t- be,sidc 11,c sfill wolc,-s 

l it.. ,-olur(.11, ""I soul: 111,. lwdd, 1111:, in tl,c 

rnl l,s ,,r 1·i11l1lu111s11," :'$ rnrllic 11m111::-snl1c. 

rtl;jw, 11,ouf <j ",,,111 lln·ou,
1
1, lhc vt1l lt_,1 or 11,t­

sfindo,v r,r dco lh, q ,vii i re.o r 111, ev il: 
[\,1- ih<Ju 0i-f wilh 1110 : 111111·od 011d 

-rl1~ s+o[lil ILt,11 cc,n,[l<::Jr+ 1111:.,. 

']11011 prcpor.:,s l O lol1lr. br,r•~•·c lllC, '" 11,r, 

,,r·t,St,,t1Cf. o j\ llli! l.'', t"_l'l{:.111 ! /', '',: 

11,r,u c11·1oi,-,f.~sl 11,,, L,<:od will, <:>;I; 

""1 cup 1· 1J r111r.ll, (J,1{,l'. 

~u1·cl.l 9ood1·1css 011,I ,,,.,.,,-c ,I sk,11 !lollo"' 
,,,.. all il,r. d(lT or n-111 li[l.•..1 

0 11d <j will Jw,•II in 11 , .• _ ho 1J5,C "ii 1hr. [rt1rd ror (,Vl!' 

Tn Memory of 

HOWARD Lll:E HTA1'T 

Dato of B irth 
June 30, l!IH 

Dn.to of Death 

,Tune J.4, 1%9 

Sorvlc es 

LE:l'! rt. RUMJ\-1ELL 
FUNmtAL HOME 

VierlncRdny, J11ne 18, J.%9 
1:00 p.m. 

Clergyman 

Rev. L avern Bretz 
V ;,)llcy F':i.rms Baptist Church 

Interment 
Dc,vltt Cemetery 

IleR.rors 

Clar k Hecker 
Vv'illiam Thoma 
Charle~1 Prince 

Otto M"ilo 
Clarence S imon 
J oseph Ita.mon 

l\rf ilita i-y Honors by 

E. J. , :vcrner V.F.W. Post No. ~733 



----------

Cf n hono'i a f /:h1::, 

'f,..t:.n!:y-9-if th <111/ t:.clcLing df-nniot:.'i1-a'iy of 

cll!{'i, and d/l(H. :J.ah,1-,,, cJ../-iatl: 

tfi.t:.i'i <.luu.9 fz.1:t:u 

E9uut tfu:. f1LEaiU7-E of yawi c.om/1any 

at a 13-u ff t:. t - :Dan.ct:. 

·n 2)af:LL'ulay :J.unE thE <JwEnty-th.i'id 

at 1-ix a 'clock in l:hE D:Tc.ning 

~£<71/litt d/l{onoiial :Bu.iLdin9 

<l!ll ot <l!l/ a1-hin9ton. ~ hc.d 

~ .s<l!Vitt, d11ichi9a12 

cR ..:!)' < 11 ~1' 

"fl,..,_ fvu't o'clock 

4 89 - 00SS 



~ 
:::::::r. 

- ( ( 

o1,1't. a.n.d c:A{'t:1.. :John. d-1-. dl-i.att 
t£9u..Ht the. hono't of you..,z. f'tE.!..E.n..a..£ e1t 

th, mania.9£ of the.i't dau9h.tn. 

2::>£-nice. SJ<. O.:J 
to 

d11>t. dVfa.tthe.w di-. PutoE.5. 

~on of c/11{,t. and ~u.. 

..£.e.on ~. 9 'tu;'l.wE.i.le.t 

on ~atu'f.da.y, the. 1,.["K.th. of July 
nindun h.un.d1te.d and 1,.e.1.nnty-fou't 

a.t two-thi•d':f in tfu. a/tvr.noon 

~t. Cf h.vi.e.u. Cl'iu.'tch 
2620 CJ U'l.ne.'t dh.u:t 

Lan~ing, cz;1,f ichi 9a.n 

!Buffet ,t:.elp tion lmmt:. d ia.fr.!~ foLlowin., 
at .2t. CJf:.t.,._H~ dh,.~mGf ~ dla.lf 
2620 CJ1a11H d>ha.t 

( 
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De Witt, reriielll'bered: 
' ' . 

Business·men· 
linked·-o·e,W',tt:,:, 
aiid ·sf JOhllS ' 

Back when Rip was a pup and Clinton' C~untY 
was formed, DeWitt (or, more specifically "Scot­
t 's") was named ·~s the 'county' seat: .Now; at that 
time, anything of any progi:essive substance lay 
on the south side of the river:in'tne

1
village ofNew 

Albany. About _all ·that ha,d -~e~ de','.eloped on the'. 
north side, at "Scott's" was ,simply, .Capt: Scott•~ 
continually expanding Jog caoiiC-So, ·in 1841, 
Capt. Scott, figuring that iflie'was going to·keep · 
the county seat on.his side of the river he'd.best ·· 
take action. Much to the .wide-eyed:amazement.of (•. 
his friends and family he begair'j,acing• off streets . 
and blo~ks in ~e ~~st_o~his forest: , .. ~ 

~Ed ~le -~tt~iir~mvn\~:/J~i1 ~;:1J?1; · · THIS AMBROTYPE in the DeWrtt librarys col-
wi~.graded streets'a'nd sub~tan;i' homes, shops lection is the oldest known photograph of DeWitt 
aricl stores, ·The one. pictured abQv6,.was ~uilt· by .and dates to the late 1860's. 
John Hicks, who came-to DeWitt'.te_.clerk for his The quaint Greek Revival style store building 
uncle, David Stll.l'glS, the first men;riant to es'tab- (advertisiAg "Root Beer, Candy and Groceries") was 
lish hiniselfin Scott's town ofDeW*· located on the northwest corner of Bridge and Main 

-Having h~ard the rumor (through political con- and was typical of many commercial buildings built 
nections) that a . railroad , was being .. plQtted :. in the' early 1850's when DeWitt, as county seat, 
through the . center ·.of. · the coun~y. (bypassing enjoyed a lucrative market for goods and services. It 
De Witt to the north by several miles), Sturgis · . burned.in the 1930 fire. 
went into Bingham Township/ where he found · Peeking out in the left background is the first 
none other than the state's Auditoi:~General, The Methodist Church building. Built in 1865, I believe it 
Commissioner ofth~ Land Office, the State Trea- was moved across the street in the 1890's (when a 
surer, the Deputy Attorney-Gen~ral . and the ·. brick replacement was constructed) and is still 
Chief Engineer of the· proposed railroad company standing as the nucleus of the Foo Ying restaurant. 
all flitting about trying to gobble \1-P land before Photo courtesy of the DeWitt Library. 
the news broke out that a railroad .. was makir,ig . 

· tracks that way. · . · ~ \ . . 
· They _might have incorporated themselves ~to _tier jokels dubbed,him "Hog Hicks." Socially with­

the partnership of Dewey, Cheatam arid Howe, ~drawn, it is said that when in public he usually 
but they didn't and although he wasn't invited· wore a veil to hide his affliction. 
into the inner fold of this close-knit group, Sturgis: · ln.1856, with -_the county seat moving to St. 
was there that summer day in 1854 when they Johns assured (nothing left to do but take a vote 
came up with the more apostolic name o~ St: to make it legal), Hi~ks packed up his _wife Eliza, 
Johns. For his part, Sturgis did get a· street name sold his store-.in, DeWitt to James Sturgis and 
in his honor. .c , : <'. 1 : · · · ; ·1 moved to St. Johns. There he soon transformed 

' Meanwhile, back in DeWitt, John ,Hicks __ p~n~ bis small business into a mini-empire which also 
tinued to manage the Sturgis business. invest- in~luded shipping,. banking an<l manufacturing. 
ments and soon bought him out, after Sturgis' '~He became one of the wealthiest men (the wealth­
decided that St. Johns held the be~tei:,l'>pf:ePtial! -. iest if·we're only counting honest money) in the 
Soon after his purchase, Hicks built the' store pie- county. His mercantile store went out of business 
tured here and began his own business,-~,., · · , shortly after its 100th year, but his lovely Victori-

Although an excellent businessm'ati, J!icks did . an, mansion is still standing· on State Street (M­
not mix well witli,' the general mercantile· set. He · 21), a block. west of the courthouse: ·' · . , 
had the misfortun·e ·or a disfiguring birthmark Ken-Coin is a DeWitt resident and the ar_ea's 
which cov·ered most of his face;.and tlie cruel fron ' primary historian. 

•. ' . .... ,;• ' 



DIED ON THE WAY TO St JOHit~ 

LJl!F'l' MT. DORA, l!'LA, IN SPECIAL 

CAR YESTERD.'I.Y. 

Oltle~t :.l~t·chaut iu Clincon County ~nd 

One of the Wealthiest Men tu 

Centr1:1l )li.c hl~an. 

A Lelearam was received this nc,on an­
nouncing the death of John Hicks,. while 
on his way home f rom Mt. Dora, 1' londa, 

The news'w:lll not unexpected,for although 
his conditio'i1 lla.s remained about the sawe 
for the last week and it was though~ thaJ 
he would live to reach his home, still r. f 
account of his ag~ and weakn~ss the e~r 
was only a q uest1on of days. fhe fa.m_1l~ 

, sta.1ted from Mt. Dora yesterday mornm 
' in a chartered-car, and Mr. Hicks' deat\ I occurred when the journey was about hai' 

co111pleted . 
.fohu l!icka was the oldest merchant i.' 

Cl inton couHty, and perbaps nQ other ma 
had a wider c ircle of acquaintance. H, 
was born in Kingston, Ont:uio, J uly ·: 
18U, his father having been an English " 
captain who afterwards ,iailed the Gre,, 
Lakes, and his mother, !Jorn Eunice Bai l) 
a native of Connecticut. He received h 
first education at a distric t ,;cbool 
Canada, supplementing it with a course , 
Whitney Aca.emy. "-ft.er · workin!{ 
short time Olol the fanu he came to t.n 
state in 1840, settling at De Witt wb~, 
his uncle David Sturgis had a gene•, 
store and ruill. He kept books for I·. 
uncle and afterwards becan:e a. partne. 
Three years later he bought out l1ui unc 
wbo reu1oved to St. ,Johns, he hims.iii t 

maiuing at DeWitt. '; 
In those days it was a week's trit, 

Detroit, and practically all business w., 
carrie,t on by barter, and in bandlin~ ;J 

manner of goods and iu every kinti of dl•,1' 
Mr. Hicks acit uired a large ~barn of t: 
expeiience and business judgment th, 

_afterwards built up for him one of ti 
i largest fortunes in Central ;\licbigan. 
the fall of 18.x, he disposed of his bu.sine 

· and resuu,ed partnerahip with bis uncle 
)-;t. ,fobm1. Two years lat-,r he entered 

I
. ~rain bu.siness and iu 18\iO built the '· 

o-rain warehouSt: hero. He also 1m111ageq 
i Fatcr date two stores_ in Gratiot coul': 
' one at Bridgeville :ind one at Poutpcu, f 
abo had a fine farm of ltJO act'IJS In E, 

I township, 

~dicapped by a roiA-'4'ftune._ thatiJ 
Jlr<mld have broken the amfflfloo of a ma.a. 
of lees llterling stuff, John H~ckll · forged11 
ateadily a.bead, managing all his lines of 
bu.sinee& with prudence,. excellent iu1g• i 
_met1t &nd the, strictest mtegmy_,,,,and. 111-

1
1 

veeting 1118 pron ts w1Lb e•111al fores,,,ht, _ .,nd : 
before many yean, he become one or the · 

Teading capitalists _of the county.. He was 
one of the organizers of the ::it. Johns , 
National Bank, of which he has been 
president nince iUI orga.ni zation, an~ ~as 
an organizer and tl1~tor of the ~a~mg 
Bank. He also built numerollB btuldrn~'ll 

'j)lc[udmg •.'·-it j-o whicb_ hi.~ store iR_ no_w 
!,)Cll,~ wbtj; he ·built w1tL R. ~{. :-;1,&:l. 
Later ho became heavily interested rn 
Florida, ArkansaB, Mi.'.sissippi and other 
southern timber lands, besides owmng 
ranch property in Nebraska and other 
p!acea. He 'was also a large ~older of 

~Ir in Detroi, and other cities. 
In 1856 he.arried Eliza A. Huston. a 

· aught.er r-f MatbewHustoo, wbose father. 
e to Vermont from Ireland in HHS, 

ouiiug to 'Gratiot county in 1848. Tbre.e 
illtren were born, Ida H . Raw~on, of 
t. Dor.i; Florida, .fennie M. Vaug~n, de-

' ased, and John C. Hicks, who IS welt · 1 
own as one of the leadi~ business men 
St. Johns. _Though not so actively en­

iaged in affairs during Ilia latter years, he 
~ill kept in close touch with every phase of 
~ large interests and bis mental powers 
·:ere unimpaired to the last. The remams . 
f8 expected to arrive in St. John~ to­
·orrow. Osgood & Osgood, the under- ' 

~

ra, received' a message to meet the : 
al car at Cincinnati and Will H. Os­
left for that point at noon_,!oda.y. 



fii a Man Held In High Regard bJ alanJ 
Warm Friends . 

.Tamet1 Bildreth of Bengal, was 11trickcn 
wi th appoplexy :-;undav afternoon a,t 
four o'clock and died a few moments 
alter oeven the same afternoon. 

He w!Jh , out in o. corntield _ when the 
shock c11riie and although carried at ouce 
to his home 11nd two ph_vsicians ca lled, 
there was nothing to b1> done. .Ur. Hit- · 
dretb had been in good health and bis 
trndden taking off is a severe trial to bis• 
family and many friends. He formerly 
lived in St. Johns but purchased a farm 
in llen11:al 1:1everal years · ago and had 
boon a bard working, conscientiou11 man. 
His friends in St. JohoR all held him in 
the highest r~ard. Mr. Hildreth was 
born in Riley and barl spent his life in 
tbiR county. He was forty-five years of 
age. 

Re leRves a wife and two BODI! a11:ed 
about 10 and 12 years. The funeral ser­
vice,; were held Tuesday_ at the Wolcott 
courcb an<l the remains interred in the 
Prairie Creek cemetery. 



----.. 

I Orel Hildreth~ 73, ·1 

l · Sµccumhs To Short 
1; ,_ ·• ··- llln~~a· Mar~~ ,18: ,,:1, , . . , . ,:. __ ._ , . .,,.-~ · .. 
1 Orel Hllc,\reih, • aged 73. former 
I Me1·11• Btach rural mall Cl\rrlt:r died 
Int l I f\ . m . . Wcdae;;ch1y,' M ut(:h lll . ., 

10111, UL Ills home ' on Soulh Ouk"" 
IR nd 1;t.i-eet, l:l t.. Johns. .He WM · 
Luken scriop.i;ly 1.ll the · p.revlous ' 
Sunday. · l 

Fnnernl services will bo conduck' 
ed by R.~v. T. S. Cleuver ~t !I p. m. 
Sutttrdu.y ut tho El:1erts ftll1Cffu.l 
home. llurial is Lo be made ln Mt; 
fl,esl. . ' . 1

• • 

· Mi·. Hildreth wa:, born in Riley 
townsl,Jlp Sept lt!, lU57. Ull(l sµent 
l llo greutcr part of llis !He Jn Itlley . . 
Ollvl! und Dewm iowi:u,J1ij),':i. He tu1 
survived by his widow, iwv brotl1er~. 
K. R. Hlldreih of si~ Laub, nnd A . . 
G. Hi l~lrelh ot .:i.,t,.o,;ini,;; f<ltu· 
n!eces, 1:>ne, Ilf.!Phe)v .' /,lG~l :,1110,ny· 
fl it:11A6, · , · . · , . 

•- _., ..,!..l.J .• • ·- .• · "~ i •. ...:, .. ~ .!. l-" • i.. -' • " 
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8 Monday, February 27, 1995 

De Witt home built 
in 1847 is still part 
of old downtown 

By KEN COIN 

Newlyweds Corti and 
and Lucinda (Reese) H ill 
made their first appear­
ance in De Witt in the fall 
of 1837 en route to their 
homestead, which was to 
be the first selllerne nt in 
Benl(al Township l e il(ht 
miles north and west of 
DeWitt). In 1846 they 
,·eturned to DeWitt where 
Cort.land set up a mercan­
tile partnership with Wal­
ter Hubble. The followinl( 
year the Hills made plans 
to build a new house in 
DeWi tt on the northwest 

contract between Cor tland 
Hi ll a nd James W. and 
Jesse F. Turner for the con­
struction of Hi ll's house on 
lot. 328 of" block 42. Dated 
June 10, 1847, for the con­
sideration of $460, t.he 
Turner brothers agreed to 
buil d this house. The con­
tract is titled with details 
regarding th e construct.ion 
t echniques, materials and 
finishing specifications. 

The house was to be one 
and ha lf stori es, 24'x32'. 
Built in a braced post and 
beam method, the beams 
and corner posts were to 
be 8" x 10" with 2" x 5" 

corner of Scott and Wash- studs (5" x 5" beside win-
ington streets. 

In the vault of the Reg­
ister of Deeds oflice i n the 
courthouse in · St._ johns 
the re was recently r edis­
cove,·ed, an old ledger 
whi ch contains copies of 
V(ffious business contracts 
dating from the mid -
1800's. Among th e m is a 

dows and door s) and 3" x 
8" floor joists. All framing 
was to be of oak or ash 
including the decking 
boards of the roof. 

The house was to have 
11 windows, each of 12 
panes of glass, each pane 
10" x 14". It would contain 
e ight interior doors and 
th ree exte rior doors (3' x 7' 
x 2" thick). All floors were 
to be clear "matched" pine 
with the exception of th e 
ki tchen, which speci Ii eel 
wh ite ash. E ight-inch 
baseboards were t.o be fin­
ish ed throughout the 
house wit.h beaded mold­
ing nn all doors and win­
dows. Al l fini s h lumber 
wns tn be clear pine, black 
wa lnut. nr b utternut (a 
pnlc walnut substitute). 

Extra-wide cornice 

) 

History 

114 S. Scott Street - The pioneer home of Cortland and 
Lucinda Hill, Bengal township's first pioneers, built in 1847 

boards and gable-end trim 
was to be install ed in the 
latest Greek R evival style 
"to match that of (th e) 
store built by Thomas 
Lewi Lt". One of the exteri­
or doors was to also be fin­
ished in a high Greek style 
with '~extra fix ings" and 
the1·e was to be, in addi­
tion1 a "5' sq uare portico 
(porch) with roof" and latis 
(sic.) on 2 sides". 

There was to be a 9' x 
32' cellar and the house 
would rest nn 18" thick 
ston e walls , faced with 
cobblestones. (Note 
a lthough the house was 
la te r ,·aised ontn a higher 
f'nundnlion, lrnce~ of t.he 
m·ig-i na1 cobbles tone foci ng 
can s til l be seen at ground 
l evel from \:Vnshington 

Street.) 
The Hi ll family 

remained in this home 
only a few years, selling it 
to Frederick Reed. Joseph 
E dmond Williams, a car­
penter, purchased it in the 
early 1860's and owned it 
until the end of the centu­
ry. He and hi s wife Abby 
had 10 children, which 
tilted the house to capacity. 
A peek inside the house­
hold in the 1880 census 
shows eight adults and two 
child,·en living within 
(Praise t.he Lord and pass 
the aspirin! ) Th eir adult 
children included: 
Edmond, George, Odgen, 
Ne llie, Edith McCl.intock, 
Marinda Word en-Lapham, 
Ellen Sta mplly and Eunice 
Vai l. 

) 

DeWitt-Bath Review 

during their brief residence in DeWitt. Photograph by Jen­
nifer Vincent. 

::z::: ----



, :· -~!"nl7-lln Teare or w""4•d au ... ~ 
Last Saturday nearly seventy rel 

uvee a.'nd friends of }.fr •. and Mrs. Ma 
Ifill met at their plea1111,nt farm hom 
.and helped them celebrate th~lr . twenty­
tlfth W+'dding annivenmry . . The :~ WBF 

J'reatl.~ e_njoyed by all who par~k:" ol 
•~s feet:tv1ties nod a day ·that w\k · loag 
huger m the memor.'!i' of all• preeei;rt ~-,n 
usual on such o<:caaions a dinner fit ior a 
king wns served to all. The dreea worn 
by Mrs. Hill on her wedding day w11,11 on 
~xhibition. The time was taken.up with 
music singinl( and visiting. • ·,, 

Among the guests from a diRtance ~e,:E 
J. Hill and wife, Celin Hill and wife, W(n. 
Hill l!lnd daughter from ~ulliken, A. Hi\J 
wife and eon and K Hill nod f8.fflily fr 
Mo.eon. Mr. and Mrs. Hill Wefe::fhe 
cipiente of sevP.ral substantial p~ots 
among them a beautiful silver )>err 
spoon from a brother in Californi 
Mrs-. Millard Pike and Mrs. Peter Hoo 
read original poems· written for the oc 
eaaion.- As the shades of evening dre 
near the guests, after wishing the brid 
and groom many happy n>turns of tb~ 
day, departed for their homea realizinPJ 

•that an other bright page had beet:i 
added to the book of lire. . . 

1

. 
0:?CI!: WHO WAS Tlll!:Rl:. 



r----, 

OBI'f UJ\Il,Y 
Frank J. Hlll, son or Abel and', 

Marla Hill, Wlt~ born in Riley tpwn­
:shlp, C)lnton county, May 20. 1867, : 
and passed away at his home in. 
Ovid t.owni;hlp June :JO, 1031!, at t,.l1e 
age of 71 years and one month. 

Pebruary 12, 1890, he w113 ·united In 
marriage to Ho.ttle A. Mor~t ot St. 

, Johns. To this union two children 
were born, Oru,l 0 ., nt home, aml a 
dnughLer, Ola. who died Jn Infancy. 
He was o. kl.net and · loving husband 

· and father. a good neit,:hbor. alway:; 
rnady and willln!f to o.:ssM them,. µt 
any WllY he OOUld, and w11.l be greuli1¥ 
mi,,;ed In the i:OffilUUlllLf,I In which 
he lived. He wo.s a mt'lmber or the 
Modern Woodtl)\j,n ot America, o.nd 

. a 1rreut worker in. Urn Town:;e:od 

I 
Club. . · · · 

Ile:sldes the widow he ls survived 
·\ by one. son. 0ml O. Hll_l ancl three 
I brothers. · Edd Hill, of Grnncl Ledge, 
,[ I\ert HJII, o·r Dewitt, and Pro::d Bill, 

1 
o! Lansing, besides )lHiny ot.hcr rela-
tives and friends. Mr. Hill was Ill 

' about four mo11th.s and everything 
thllt t).elplng hands could do wa:; 

· qone. but to no a.val!.'· · ·· · 
l~unero.l :;ervlces were held from 

Os[:ood funeral home, June 21, with 
)J~u·tal at the Blnijh~m cemetery.· 

nev;_ W, ~,~~~.~Ji~~ ':)Vfd'. ~~t:1~1~1t~ . 
... ~....._ •- ..,,.,_1,.,.,)J,_.,iSJ;do1u_.i 

,, 
_.,, 



OaWltt.-Bath ~iii~i~ ~.~'992-5. 

COin eXpTciihs_ :'."Th'e/Aest Ot the 
5toryot the"G._i:J,Qch $istefs 

A visit to the DeWitt cem~tery wiU teil 'much of· Mary Gooch was once descnoed as -one of the 
·the res~ of the story of Betsef 'Gooch. -Her small bright .lights. of St. Johns society" .and there are 
· white tombstone is there showing she died in 1860, many glowing (no pun intended) ll)emories written 

· . at the young age of 44 years.· But the real clue. is ' of the elegant parties at her stately home and the 
• almost hidden on the back side.'-.the _six. children.· im1>.ressive rosters of dignitaries who were enter­
: she burie~ within an ·eleven-year period; all dying at tained there. She and husband Randolph were the 
'. various ·ages from two months to .nine .years. . cream of Clinton County society to be-sure. But fame 
:: If the premature deaths of his -iix children is fleeting and Randolph's poor health led him to the 
: weren't enough, the .death of his wife pro:ved too · state hospital at Battle Creek in 1881 where he soon · 
: much for Seth. M~n. Jte· experienced petiods of ,died. ~ary i-emah-1e~ mostly alone in.the big house 
··deep dispondency and depression for'which he could for the next 23 years and soon after-her death in 
find no relief. He rei;narried arid h!ld mo~'chi,ldr'en 1904 it was tom down. · 
- it didn't help. He ch~ged careers by becomjng a . For as many.wann accounts that survive of Mary 

: druggist~ it didn't help-. He reloca'kd ~ Cofunna · and Randolph.Strickland there are an equal num­
: __: it didn't help. In 1864, while visiting his "former . ber of the not'so kind accounts of their three daught­
: in-laws ·at the Stri_ckland Mansion in St. J ohn·s; he,. erf In a nutshell-,. they were universally viewed as 
: unceremoriibusly went into the carriage J>am, (to'pu(it kindly) pampered art~ inaulge<l Maybe so, 
, wrapped a bed cord around his neck tied the ehds to . · but at least one, Martha,. perhaps just too many 
: a peg above his head, tllen s~t dow..; on a box atJ.d by '·. years ahead

1
of her time, shocked the county with 

: mere gravity and detertnination allowed himself to her out and· out suffragette notions. She became an 
: be strangled. . , · · · • ,✓ 'attorney like her father and is said to have been the 

· ' .- · first woman to appear in a Michigan courtroom as a 

.. ~~ ~ 

. COLORING CONTEST .WINNERS' - , Tlie . 
DeWitt Business As~iatloh Qoloring co·ntesf 

.. winners are (back row, I. to r.) Jessica Johnson, 
- Nicole • Piper, Amy .Ruelle, (front ·row) Abby 

Fedewa, and Janette' Bourdan, Not •pictured Is 
Jada Zallman. OBA representallves are Bruce 
Joslyn (left) and· Don DeRosla. Courtesy phofo. 

defense attorney in a murder case. And if that didn't 
make one's 'eyebrows rm:h up to th'e hairline, when 
she m~ed she was brazen enough to retain her 
m:aiden name.· She was also suspected of smoking 
little cigars; wearing pantaloons and being paid as a 
public speaker. "Indecent", some. said. 

-As to Olive Gooch- well the history books leave 
us feeling somewhat sorry for her. Hitched to a dirt 
farmer in the country, she seems to have missed out• 
on allthe fun. But going beyond where the books 
leave off we find that she and Stephen Hill shared a 
life together for fifty years. Yes, they too endured 

· ·personal suffering; they buried two of their young 
· children and a third died in the Civil War; But at the 
end of.their lives' journey they were surrounded by 

;·children and grandchildren and every improvement 
to their farin was a personal triumph. 

Tp_eir.earlyhome was not ofmiil~cut lumber like 
the.sisters' and even their last home couldn't com­
pare-to what the Striclqands had acheived, but a 
memory written by their son describes the sjtuation 

· best: "a log shanty, its floor of split logs, with but one 
· window and two doors, it was still home and within 

it hunger and want were never felt." . 
· There's a lesson to be learned here: Things are not 

. · ·always as they appear - even in the history pooks. 
· ·KenCoinisaDeWitfresidentandthearea'sprim• 
ary hist(man. 
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Grand Ledge sports pioneer retires 
. ,· 
:•;.'4 ·.;.-: 

Linda Hill started the 
girls athletic program 
(o"r the high school 

· ,Y Bob · Gross 
Lansing State Journal . , 

. GRAND LEDGE ...., It was, 28 
years ago when Linda Hill Joined 
the faculty at Grand,,Ledge High. 

· And It didn't take long for her to 
s~ot one major f,1.aw:tn the·school's · 

, • "•@xtl'al!urflctitar<prbgrain. u, .. 
,·There were no ·sports for girls. 

· : So she' started basketball and 
softl)ail programs. 
/ With no extra pay, e\ther. . . 

Now·she can relax at her cottage 
at Carp La,ke near Mackinav. City, 
read the scrapbooks and .'think 
about all those years of practices 
and games, of the championships, 
the near misses, the rainy springs 
and cold winter trips. 

Hill has officially retired, end­
ing a 33-year career as teacher, 
coach and physical education in­
structor. When·she returns to mid· 
Michigan, it'll be to visit family 
and take In Michigan State football 
and basketball games. 

"It was time for me to leave," 
Hill said. "I've had a great time 
coaching and teaching and being 
around the students and athletes 
and p~ople have been very good to 
me. I've been proud to be part of 
the Grand Ledge athletic tradition 
over the years. 

"But I want to stop and smell the 
roses now, ·work a summer job in 
Mackinaw City and enjoy the cot­
tage and the northern atmosphere. 
It'll be great, and I can't wait to get 
up there." 

Softball was probably the sport 
Hill enjoyed the most. She coached 
it from 1973 to 1983 and captured 

Please see HILL, SC 
Outgoing Comet: In Linda Hill's 33-year career as a teacher, 
coach and physical education instructor at Grand Ledge, she 

- -- - ----- - . ----~ ~ 

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State JC>\J.:r1a~ 

coached the softball teams to eight conference titles, four Class A - ; 
district championships and one regional crown. ·:-;.·: -·· -... ,P, •. 

. ••~. 
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iHill: High School pioneer retires 
Continued FROM lC 

' five Capital Area Conference and 
; three West Central Conferene 
.. championships. In 1994 and this 
'. past season, she coached the fresh­
.: man teams and had a combfned 
· 43-9 record. 
· :. : "We had a lot of success but we 
• had some outstanding athletes, 

too," Hill said. "We had a pitcher 
· by. the name of Bonni Kinne who 
. was one of the premier high school 

athletes in the state. That was back 
whert fastpitch was king." 

Grand Ledge won four Class A 
district crowns and a regional 
championship under Hill. In 1979, 
the Comets reached the Class A 
state championship game and had 
to face -Royal Oak Dondero. Hill's 
team lost 2-1 on an unearned run 
in the bottom of the ninth inning. 

"That was heartbreaking," Hill 
recalled. "It was a super game." 

Mid-Michigan fans owe Hill a 
great debt of gratitude for her role 

in starting the first Softball Classic, 
now played annually at Lansing's 
Ranney Park. 

"We wanted to start a ti:,urna­
ment to promote girls softball so a 
group of us got together, found a 
good sponsor in Arby's and it all 
happened," Hill said. "Deb Pozega 
had a big hand in helping get the 
thing off the ground floor." · 

Hill's basketball teams began to 
flourish during the 1977 season 
when the Comets went 13-4 and 
finished second in the conference. 

A year later, they were 15-3 with 
all three defeats by Lansing Ever­
ett. In 1981, Grand Ledge was 10-5. 

"There are a lot of memories," 
Hill said. "But I take personal 
pride in getting softball and bas­
ketball programs started so the 
girls had something to compete in. 
They had nothing to work for. The 
teams have been very competitive 
and we can all be proud of the 
accomplishments." 

And proud and thankful that Lin­
da Hill took the time and interest. 

) 

:[)t l,l~'-' vu "'" -- -
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Hill tops 
' 

Time out for a pioneer 
,. 

)Without the Llnda Hills of this world, we'd all 
,; be spectators in the sports arena. 
! Fortunately, Hill and her colleagues in women's 
•:athletics refuse to languish along the sidelines; , 

They're the doers, the dreamers 
who nurture championship softball 
teams and claim none of the credit 

. Instead, the glory goes to young 
players who blossom under their 
coaching. 

Linda Hill, a Grand Ledge teach­
er, coach and physical education in­

~~ · ·,,w .a structor for 33 years, says she'll 
1 Hill · • -. blow the whistle on her own sports 
~career and slide into retirement She'll find time to 
iSmell the roses, she says. 
~ She's .earned it When Hill joined the Grand 
iLedge·tai::ulty, she found no sports opportunities for 

-!girls. She started some, on her own, with no extra 
;pay. . 
: Because of Hill's behind-the-scenes leadership 
:and the inspiration of others like her, young women 
:take sports programs for granted. In softball, Grand 
1Ledge won five capital Area Conference and three 
:West Central Conference championships. The dis­
ltrict also captured four aass A district crowns and 
!,a regional champio~hip on her watch. 
: She helped launch the first Softball Qassic now 
jplayed annually at Ranney Park. 
: · For Hill, it's time to look ahead to the serenity of 
;northern Michigan and sports entertainment of her 
:choosing. For Grand Ledge, it's time to look back, to 
:recognize the contributions of a crusading pioneer 
:and say thanks. 

"2::::.. 



Obituary 
J ltnrir>t R"l.lecca. younge~t o! a 

family 0! 11 rhildn·n p f AenJ,1mln 
I au,t Bets>• HiHi'ke-,,.-w~hfH'-n--+R-..i':',n-

1 
per. S tul>en countr. >: .. Y .• ~1ny 1-0·. 
1833. \Vben ahe was tb.ree y~ars ! o lrl·. her pa.rentPi moved to Mkhl · 

! gt\n, r\etlllng o n a. f:1.r m in I:'~rmlng. 
t on . O;ik)ond rounty. where s he 
g rew to young woman!wo<l. O<: to­! b P.r 28, 1852 she wa~ uni.teil In m ar­

f riaJ!: A at He<lfonl. \\' n}·ni! co11nty t o 
i J ume.3 \Vilrox or Farmington, 
I :\th.:h. .Soon arter thei r m:u r iaKc 
·1 they left for Clinton county rwhere 
: thev settl P.<l on R. farm In Ol l vP: 

tov,;nslilp whf!r<' i:,h,~ rf'!-1!,led until 
1910. To Lhl~ uuio n !Iv<! children 
w~re horn. two soot-. and thrC"~ 
daughtE=r9. two daugbte~. Luc7 
au<l Gertrude. died In their youbt 
girlhood. After a l.irie( illoess h~t 
'l1usbnn d diell May 24. 1866, l('avlng 
her with her llllle ramily or small 'I 

cl1ll{U'en to· battle llre"s problems 
aloa e. conHcqueolly fthf' was v ~r se<l I 
to Rll thP. hard<BblpR and at.lversltlet; 
of ploqeer lift>. After 33 years o< I' 
widowhood she was agalo united -in 

.mnrrla'ge to Jacob ~ - Rodgers of 
Alma October 2, H(99. )tr. Rodgers 
pas~f>d away Febru3ry, 1902. ·.vt rs . 

I Rodger~ sold her !arm end :odtb 
h e r youngest 130n. Charles bought a 

t homP. In IlPWltl VIJ:age on 'c\till 
· str eet. <"afit. lo 1910, wher'! sh~ ha,,· 

ijiocc rt:jilded .. witb the e.xcep.tlon o! 
a yeAr liv ing else where she had 

_ bef•n a c;onttn,wne res ldf"nt o f Clin ­
!.l)J!__C~.1.or __ 72 yeac,. __ .\Ir.,_ 
Rodgers was a practlc:al nurRe a.n<l 
w~nt fa r and nea r to mlulstP.f' . to 
the skk. a vocation she fo llowed 
-for many years. About t(!n ycnrs i 
a g o "She lost .J:1er e.yc!,>ight , which : 
was a.great arflict i.on_ to her, h nt '[ 
through ·it all she ,ms tender ly 
ca-red for by her son's wife. ~1'rs. 1 

i-£1,arftt--Wlkox. She J,od been in 
!TH health for several years from 
: hardening of the a rteries. but her 

1 ~a::a:~~n0~68 S~~S ·;~~re::r ::~y W~P~k0s_ . 
day morning, Al)rj1•14, w ithin four 
weeks of being 91 years or age. 
She Is survived by her soris, Oscar. 
or Farmington. Charles or th l• 
plaCe and one daught€r , ~fn.;_ 
Uertha \Vixon o! Merle neacb, teri 
gran<lchtldren, ten great gra,.ndch ll-
d ren, .geveral nephews and nJeces. 
be~ides many frieode. A mong her : 
o c L)hews eod nieces in t h is place · 
are . Omar . and Jerome Dills. an<J 
Mrs. Ella llr!nkerho!t. Mrs. · 

-Rodgers wa11 an a rdeot, believer 1n . 
the t;nh·ersalist !aith. being a 
member o! the UnlverSali~t socl­
e i y" at Dewitt_ an d a lso a memi>j!r or , 

..lhe Clinton C ounty Pionee r society- ~ 
Thus a g.ood woman has passf!d on , 

who was kD0ll.'D to a l l a s ··Aunt ( 
-Beck'~--.and ... wbo w ill 1).e remem· 

I
, be red tor her kindness to others 

an_d, <!evotio~ to ber borne and- la°m· 
JI). ' ; . . 
· . . Her_ (u1u!ral . was held F r iday , 
'mornlog with short serviceft at the · 
,trorrint·h-er. lwn. wh ere she resl~­
ed · and !unen,I ot the Baptis t 
chlirch. Rev. Geo rg~ Ash wo rth or 
l'h c FirM U n l~rsa.liAt chur <'h of 
Lansing orrlciated. ).tr. anO ~Irs. 

I ~1arc C,nUer sang several due ts. 
tbe numbers being J.1rs. Roge r s· 

· own f>election. Mrs. ~1erle Kra.a·s 
, presldiog_·at the piano. 'l:IJe bearers' 
~ were her nephews. Omar and 
Jerome Qlils anti gra.nooepnews, 
i Der~..-n<l Allen St,-m-pfl-,.th-<'­
' HDdertaker~ her grand oephew, W. 
l 0. Rrink~rhotr v! I.-,nsin g. Tbe . 
, ,nan)' 1\cautl[ul floral tributes -

E-bowed .tli..e. c-st('...Crn i-h ti was he_ld io 
1 by her f r ienrts. Tnt ermc.'nt was 
'. nH\~e II?, Duv..·ilt cem etery. _T be 
: friend~ rrom away wbn attended 
the funeral ~-ere Orn.1r \\-·11cox and 

; children :,.n<l · son. Fo r est. anrl ~ 
1 dn.ugtu_er, (\Ir!!. Hazel DeGrow ot 
. ·Farmtn·gton, Mrs. Frank Gr08D." 
-~~-<>(-~~c-Zrnr 
l Wheeler ol Flint, Mrs. Belle ·1-far'd-
j enburgb o f Highland Park a0'i! ­
\ Mr. -and Mrs .. Charles Hlllik.er an~ 

[
:~.:;t;:t):0,f ~{;~-.w~~a~~-
lb"e altl.'gera.. e5lp,e,el.ally lhe b ugillAu 
l'nc...,r this place and othe , friend• • 
t or . tho t}oral emblem13.--=--'.\1 r . an d 
Mrs . ....._Charles · Wilcox. !i.~ r. Oscar · 

~V~ ~;_ .'1 rs. Dertha "\"V l xo~ ----- ! 
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Born No­
vember 26, 
t933 -in .St. 

'•'Johns1
• died . ;t• ~ t 

1
,June,.,' ~ 7, · . · 
.'1994 at'the· 
'-age 'of 60·. 
Mr. ,Hilts 
worked tor. 
42 years in 
the· com- .. , 

' puter data ·· 
proce·ssing · 
industry,._ 
havi'ng · 

,. .. . .. . ""'. "-'. ""'-'=-'. ·w.orked 20 
.. !yea~: ~t1,,qtpjtal ,.Buslness -Se~lce 
··, .a~d. ~tjry~d~,YJ~e,Pr~sident. P.re- ·. 

. , ;pe,de/1,in ~eath by h(s father, John; 2 
· . ; -t>r.o,the~, Otis· and Olin; and 2 sis-. 

• :ters, Phyllis Mason _and Vivian (Arc 
thur ·."Happy") Corwin, · he Is sur0 • 

:vtved·by his wife ·of 41 years, Carol; 
'.. '2-'daughte'rs, Dawn (Kenneth) . 
' Good:win,and,Amy .. (Kirt) ~alatian, 
· ''a.If of Lansing; 3 sons, Brad (Re bee- · 
ca) ·of Chattanooga, TN, Casey 
j'.Bonnie) of St:'Johns and Eric of 

,' 1tansiiig; 9 grandchildren, ,Kather- '. 
· lne Hilts, Brandy and ·Shari Good­
, Win, -Kelly, · Brandon· and· Ashley 
~ '.llilts, Andrea and.Charlene Gala- ' 
-~ tlan and Jonathan' Tyler· Hilts; 
' ~mother, Elsa, of Ovid; · l sister, 

Zelma. (Kenneth) · Heibeck of, St 
~ Johns.Funeral services will.be held 

.·;/Mond~y, June 20,- \ .p.m. at the ·. 
· . . ,Gorsline-Runciman Co., DeWitt 
: :. :chapel with Pastor Curtis A. Pe­
. .. :trak; Associate Pastor of First .Bap-· · 

,:- ,tist Church of St. Johns; officiating. · 
· · '.fnterment will follow . in DeWitt 
: : .Cemetery. -Friends may can ·at the 

, :· · '.~hapel beginning ·suriday, 4 p.m .. · ·: 
: ·wnere . tile family Will receive · 
: :f}iends>t•? p'.m. In memory-of.Mr. '· 
. 'Hilts, those desiring may make con" 

. : ,tributfons to the Michigan Diabetes 
· :&sociation. · 



Olin.-o. Hilts , 
' i Olin 0. Hilts, 64, of Lansing, formerly of , 
peWitt, died on April 21; 1989, in Lansing. 
, Mr. Hilts was born on June 8, 1924. He was 
~mployed at the Walker Lumber Company arid 
pulligan Water Conditioning Incorporated in 
Pe Witt, at the Boys Training School, and at the 
~ailroom at the Secondary Complex, State of 
Michigan, in Lansing. 
0 · He is survived by one son and daughter-in-law, 
Marley and Susan; one granddaughter, Theresa 
Hilts of Grand Ledge; his mother, Elsa Hilts of 
DeWitt; one brother, Ivan (Chuck) Hilts of Lans­
jng; and one sister, Zelma Heibeck of St. Johns. 
: He was preceded in death by his father, John 
µ:ilts; two sisters, Phyllis and Vivian; and a 1 



Helen Sturgis Becomes 
Bride of Bath Man 

The marriage of Miss Helen Stur:.. 
gL-; nncl Ralph Hobart took place iit 
the home or Mr. 11nct Mr:,. Otis Almy, 
ot Owosso. on Saturday, Nov. iG. 'l'i1e 
cereillony was pertormell by Rev. ' 
Laverne Bretz o.r the Valley PL,rms· 
BapllsL church. A lovely bouquet of 1 

bittersweet fh,.nkecl lJy flame-color­
ed elecLnc candles on the mantle of 
tl1e fireplace, formed · a coloriul 
background for the service. 

The bride w,1s 11tt!rccl in o. gown of 
wine colored velvet and carried a 
bouc1ueL of red nnct vo.rigntect carna­
tions and :;wnn.sonlc1. Tlle matron I 
or honor, Mrs. Oti.s Alrny, wore a 1 
wine crepe g-own. I-!ei· !lowers in- · 
cluclec.l bronze mums and swan- \ 
soma. 1 

Follow!n1c: the ceremony n lunch- • 
eon wus served. 'rhe table center- 1 

piece was a beautiful bridal cake. 
The bride i~ the daui;l,ter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Jesse D. SturBiS of St. 
Jolrns. and a graduate of Fowler 
h!g-h si;houl and Clinton CounLy 
Normal. 

TIie bridegroom ls the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chnrlcs Hobart of Dutl1. 
He atlendecl Lllc James Cou:1.ens Ag­
ricultural School at Bath. 

M,·. und Mrs. Hobart are residing 
in Buth. 



ANNOUNC£ MJ\1tltlAG£ 
Mr. 1u1ct Mrs. Cl111rles Hobert. or 

Bttth, announce the mo.rrllllle o! 
their daui;huir, Corn!. to Mr. Rus­
sell Howe, ol Lnnslng. The c·eremony 
_ to?.~ J?~~c~ . ae,v_,::_1,1_. tf 1.-1 .. __ _. 

•\ 
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