
i!RllEY RESIDENT· /: 
/. DIES ~JORDAY/ 

I 

.Pnemnonia C~uses .I;>c~t}.1 of 
· ._Herman Jqeglcr 53 · · · • n• I > 

1 tes Tuesday · ·· . , · 

Brought to Clinto;1 Mem~r~aJ hos­
pJtuJ suffering With pneumontn Jl\11 

!ll,J Herm!Jn PlegJer, 53, • we)J •known· 
•• ey townshtp 1 · 
ect to be on th nan, at first uppecn·-

r! ' e roact to recovery b t 
au erect a l'clap.:le I t l ' • u 
folled rn l lcl 1.. 11 e n the weelc, 

' Jl'eL. 4. I .., and . dlccl 81\ turct11y' 
Herman Flegler wa.s boJ· . · 

.township F'cb. 25 1110• ,
1
n ~fl Riley 

C11. ' • u "• • lO 8011 of . l:!J)er und Qan,Un c Fte ,J . . • ri:t a /)Oy, th1; fnmlty mov«e!\,.W.al~t,ij 
,!Qt count?' 9 l , " l ' a~ 

,'n9rUnvcst of ~~~1~' iah~.:i~ ftlrm, 
· his rnot1101, d iect '!:he p d~, 'Fh~1 e 
,~tlvlded ancf Her~an . a,n ly thon . 
self · wo.rkh ,, 0 t we11t tor J1hn- J 

. ' 9 ' · U ·.llll}(lj1 .:itr 1 , ., . 

illlLAWMraJ-w,.ul.l!nM~~ 

enouuh to .buy ll ca.rm irtJiilt,Y. Lf1ter. 
hu tiu\ct 1111d bougltL " tu'r1,r,:r farnl J_f1I 
-Denial. Sou.i.e tl111e at~e1· J.hUl hi/' 
vurcl1~ed u l,l1re,,l,)nc- mach!ne o.pq 
for many · ycurs he uu-esht:q gralµ 
ull 11,rov.nd the nell(t1bqr l)ood. In tll!;;• 

.W!lY he· gal11ed ·a lur~e acquM11tunce. 
On' Sept, io, 1~13, he W!l4 murr1ed 

to J!;lr1ora }topp of. Rl.1e:y. • •rhey -be-
1rnn housckeeplr11i on .lits fJirm. ·U\ 
Bengo.l. 'fo !1922, 11c p11t·chas~d ·th,;1 
01~nn :e11s. r1u-rn ot '. 20\l acre/l ~p ; 
fl.lley , W~i}ro • ):le hact ~l vect , Sl l1C(l1 • 

He was elected townHhlp treasurer 
for !our y_eim,, and he!d t h~ ,;ifflce o{ 
mo(\erntor · ln his sch091 (\llltrlc~ at 
the tune of his cteulh: Sept. 21i, ·-10'.sB : 
Lhtly celellrnted their sl}vt!1' weddlng I 
unnlvers!lrY with· ull their :rrlchd.Ei1 
nnd l'c)ULIVOS partlclpa.tlljl{. ·.·: · . . : 

· Jie Is ourv tved by his wlelow, .Pn·ec' 
~ons, LeWlli .of L111\illJ1({, ancl l!'ra11c.l,/l· 
11nc.t l~url tlL home; two ctuughLr. t·u. l 
Murlnu Bandt ··or St. J ohns, 1t1>d 
Al\ce a t hoH\e; .one bro4'ui1•. Andrew 
of Lansln&; lhree :i1'1lcrs, . all o! De­
trqit, Mi·s. Ch1rence Bwltzllr, .Mrs. 
Ql1irence Oebhurllt cmcl Mn;. Etlward 

i Thompson; lwo ·graild!;OIIS, Vti,;ion 
J. anct Larry B,mdt of St. Johns ; two 

I 
uncles, Eel anti Gust l:llecter,;t cadl; 

. three aunts, Mary Fori:st, Dornthct. 
1 Nuffer and Louisn Martens, und a 

host of friends. 
The funeral was held a t the Riley 

Lut hcrnn church Tuesctu.y u.ftcrnoon 
will1 -Hev. l''- Cocllner. hi:! pusl.or, of-

. tlelalinir. ·1nterment in the Rlley 
Lutherun cemetery. The large · as­
sembl).11;e te,;lifled to the ~Lcem in 
wl1lo1J.,.hc wus heh.I. 



·••--
DEWITT, 

DKW!TT, Jllay 2li, 1891. 

Died, Friday, May 22d, a·t Clevelarn1 , 
Ohio, ::;arah, wife of Frank Flewellyn, 
:.ige<l ?.7 year:o, of consumption. The re­
mains was brougbt here yesterday , ac· 
compamed i.Jy her husband and two sis­
t ers, and now rest in our cemetery by 
the side of a little daughter, laid t here 
about two years ago. Deceased will he 
remembered as lVliss Sarah Fancher, a 
neice of Mr. Wm. Dills. 



---... 

Funeral Cards fr.om the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Inice C. Forbes - June 21, 1874 - Jan . 11 1 1947 

DeWitt M. E. Church Tues . Jan . 14, 2:00 p.m. 
Rev. Earl Carpenter DeWitt Cemetery 
Pallbearers: Floyd Hamer , C. Harry Moon , Will Lietzke 1 

Earl Hendrix 1 Herman Lietzke, William Dalman . 



I RENEW vows OF 
50 YEARS AGO 

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Plowman 
Were Married at Wacousta 

In October, 1879 

Mr. and Mrs. Luther L. Plowman 
were married 50 years ago in Wa-

' cousta, Rev. Skentlebury performing 
the service. Mr. and Mrs. Plow­
man were both born in · Clinton 
county. Mrs. Plowman, formerly 
Miss Huldah Forman, only daugh­
ter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wil­
liam Forman, resided in Dewitt 
village for many yeai:s. After thclr 
marriage they resided near Wa­
cousta a number of years. Later 
they moved to their farm ln Delta 
township where they resided until 
two years ago, on account. of Mrs. 
Plowman's health, they left their 
farm and went to Lansing where 
they reside with tl:\elr daughter and 
fam!ly, Mrs. Richard A. Smith. . 

Mrs. Smith honored her parents 
on their 50th wedding anniversary 
Saturday, October 26. They re­
ceived their relatives and friends 
at three receptions. Saturday 
afternoon from 2 untn . 4 o'clock 
they received friends. Several songs 
were sung, Including "L~ve's Old 
Sweet Song," "Annie Laurie," ·antt 
"Put On Your Old Gray -Bonnet.:• 
by a young lady friend of their 
grand-daughter. The sQngs were 
followed by an original poem cotn~ 
posed by an olcL friend, Miles 
Stark of Lansing, which aptly il­
lustrated their 60 years o·r married 

(Continued on page 2, column Iii 



. DEWl-r:T REMEMBERED~ :rt,e Foreman-EIT)ery House, one o_f. early DeWirl's first and finest homes, it 
burned in the late 1920's. William and Aima·(F.oreman) Emery pictured. Ca. i'915. C. Jutting photographer. 
Photo courtesy Bob Wilcox. ~-

'N~w-AlbcJnr.: .. :·wq$. _,the.· -money 
pit Ot 19th 98htuiy De Witt 

By KEN COIN" ·Jennison. The architectural detail surround-
In DeWitt's earliest days most everything ing the front door is very simular to that 

of. any consequence was located south of · on the Klaver home across .th'e street. 
the -river ·in a village called "New Albany". Now, to the, family who for so ..Jong made 
IVe ·been fascinated by the hfatory of this • it their home .:_.Samuel Foreman was 
town since I first heard about it in grade among· the very earliest settlers of this 
school. It is bothersome ·wnen writing about area, coming here with his wife, Catherine 
early DeWitt to continually have to give an Roberts, in 1836.• They settled temporarily 
explanation everytime I use the term "New on a homestead south of DeWitt but soon 
Albany", yet I don'.t think it's fair to just .. • moved. to Wate~wn township. Their 
say ·•D_eWitt" because for over a decade the daughter A.Ima (pictured), in 1865, married 
area we now know. of as simply DeWitt on a returning -Civil War soldier, William 
the south side of the river, was its .own Emery (pictur~d) and they too established a 
entity; with its own identity and a history farm in Watertown. 
which, for that first 10 years of this area, William Emery was born in 1843 in Alb-
far outshined anything that was happening icin. Just when he came to DeWitt or who 
on the north · at Capt. Scott's settlement. his parents were, I don't know, but I sus-

The house pictured above represents the pect that his family's farm was where I · 
very best of what made New Albany stand now live,. east of DeWitt. 
apart from DeWitt · .... ,: money (or at.least, · .. In 1872, Samuel and Catherine Foreman 
the presumption ·of it). Unfortunately, it is "sola their farm' ami-'moved to this rambling 
one of the few structures which stood in ' old New-. Albany house in DeWitt. It was 
New Albany that I know next to nothing their "retirement" home. Their children con-
about until the 1870's. But its history goes tinued farming in Watertown for some time 
back much ' further than that. .. but . eventually William and . Alma Emery 

_Unlike Scott's settlemeht to the north, came to DeWitt too and moved -into the old 
Ne'l't Alb9:ny w~~.?ase~. on_ New;i.'Ypr~ ' "' ,, .~-nouse1,~}~olt~ftet Alma's father. Cather­
lT!oftey; ;.-1~oney. whlclr: dit;in.t':.reaµ.y~~ij~'.~l).j; . · _ • ~i:i~ .;l:'.Qr_em.~ni!;lied . .!!n.J ,882,.,l!Il4 .~a_mu~JJo]- , ·: 
in ilie IM0's that -didn't seelfi;:a•;~obletit':'! ,, ~'\i l~~e~~-1n•~IJ..B.98! ,1- I ·. · ·· · . · · 
The village of New Albany was· owned by ' Some people may' still remember this old 

· George T. Clark of Roc!1ester and lots in hou~e· as the home· of William and Alma 
his "pa-per· village" were bought and sold · Emery. They .continued to live here until 
siglit unseen by other New York specula- Wil.liam's death in 1917 and Alma, (sort of 
tors. This partic'ular lot was at the corner on and off) until here death in 1921. Their 
of Rochester St. and a short jog on :the children included: Earl, Park and Clift.on 
Pon,tiac-Grand River Road.' We_ would lcnow Emery· and 11 -~aughter, Maud. Maud mar-

, it today as the. corner of W_eb~ and Bridge - ried C::harles Wilcox of Olive township, a 
streets and if V(e were ·standing on· that . ' son of James and Harriet Wilcox. 
corner now, we would be looking west at ·. As ·to the ·descendants of Maud and 
the· home of Dan and Marlene Matson. Chatles Wilcox, well, that would fill the 

This lot was one of the few · in New· rest of this 'newspaper. Suffice to say that 
Albany which was developecfby a resideri-' . thii-ty 'years '-e:go, before the influx, if every-
tial structure and' based 11olely, on the style one in DeWitt had to form a line and 
of the building as compared to other area. count off "One, 'l'wo, One, Two ... " all the 
buildings, this house would have been ' built •ones" coul(,easily have been Wilcox's . . 
about 1840. My personal guesses as to who (A thank.you to Doris' Wilcox for her -
may have built this imposing home at that informatiorl ·about the-picture and about 
early date include: one of the Turner . the Foreman's and Emery's.) 
brothers (George • Clark's agents here at · Keri Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
New Albany), Dr. Seth Mamn or Dr. Levi area's primary -historian. , 



1\lw,. S.u1uEL J,'uHMAN',, uf De\\' it_r, d iecl -~:'.t•h. ;21,, IKk·~, ,1i!,,d i;x _ 
lJor n lll New J ersey, 111 UH-I; 111,11-rted 111 Jt;,)·!, ,t11d 11t1Jl'•:d wil l 

1 
. . 

\\r t 'I. J · · ., .,., · 'l'J ltl l · 1 ll 1 to ayne (;0 11Jl J .. I I(.' 11g,1t1, Ill . 0,)l> . . le_)' ~e . (;( Ill l\'111,-,-1,,,,,,1 
tle\t,tetl tu llie welfa re uJ' tl1u~,, around he1·. · 

;-ih1.: 11•a-; 

liu~liand 
::ihe wa, 



<fa~v~1,'1.- Riverside 
,'(\ By Mrs. Abbie E. DIii ■ 

Aged Woman Hurt in Fall 
Mary Forman Davison, 'Past 80 

years of age, who has ·lived alone 
on Bridg-P -Street, north, for a 
number of years, fell off her back 
steps Friday morning injuring her 
side, arm ~nd shoulder and ren­
dering her '.nearly belp'less. Mes­
dames Franc :'.\1ann and Kate Gil­
lett were on iheir. 'Wfl.Y h'ome from 
doing . sojne'. ·shopping, ~n·d W,hen 

. near Pe.te :Haltermari''e home, they 
heard s:ome •one utteTing a piain­
tive "Oh I Dear--Oh Dear." They 
discovered Mrs. Davison trying to 
rea·ch her 'home. :She said that in : 
unloading the wood that was taken 
to her house the day before the 
man had !broken th0 .,gtepS' -and 
this was the cause of her fall. Af­
ter the ladies had g·oi: her 'to her. 
ho1,11e, a doctor and neighbors were 
called Saturday -on account of her 

1 helpless -condition and ·being a · 
town charge for number of years 
she was tal,en to the County house 
where she will receive care during 
her remaining years. She has been 
a resident of Dewitt villa~e since 
young womanhood. -In 'former 
years "She was a story writer, and 

I 
a'Lso comp~sed ~ number of Pio­
neer s-elect1on s m verse form . 

. - . . . .. . . 



~-
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~ : X.,et ... eneer- 0 · . , ... ,,·~ · 

I . Mrs._·eatba~lne· Form11n.of:f>.:eWltt;· 
'iii(e·ot Sarii-uefForman~ one.of tho old-
est oC :.i~e pi~!l.~!ts <1'::-C!~nt-On.:..ci>Unti 
_led _?n . '.I'fiur!JUiQ'::.~ornlng la;1t • . :The 

was borri1tt:H-u-tf~~ n-county, :'.',ew 
.. J (!rser,in 1814, ~nd 'r~m~ved ·19. ene.ea. _C2_1_!!!,t~~~·. _¢"~~! ~{!16, ... She waa 
marrl_ed ·t•> _Sam \1~' F.or~!'i ,Jn Se?eci\ 

... 

_ . 0U:D:t-r-.='&pt~ 20;_ ~1-s~2. •:·)~rnod{atel;r: . 
after t)1er. _-r~of~'l¼;to"-. Wa_.i_y~q,OJtg,!.r, 
Mich., n11.d- hi tJ1e fa.Uq f:\1-8:ffl tliey_r.e-·, 

:· .. ·.. .. . .. ... · ... .. ;. .. ' <. _::· ~~~~!st~l~:a~:t;;~in~i:i~:~;;;~~4~· •.':_:~~c·:~:,:~:~:~:~·-:::.4{<}_i1~.i~t{t 
·. :: ... . :. _.=-~:.= :~,;~;·:~--~:~:<\:\':/(_:;::~-\~/):: :;~_:>:.·:):-.:· >'.·: :~~~.:~~ob;11t:~n: :~~1\l~~;:::1~:-. ~r. . . 

"\.: 

,FormanJuid ' to _cut hls,; ow·11 - roa. n-1 
· order-~.a.<;11,:W_llter_f~~_f..: _ ~-~~~ d~ ' 
1 _!_!_lg-th eh·· ~h~e.:o~-:proireer: .. ,):ork,-)ui<l. 1 

o.~d,~11n..£Mtl!!lt: _on ;·-they ·remove 
'DeWlit1 'v1f1age _'t~ii Y~ars _1.ga; _ivheri · 
Mr6: Formnn ~Led, a~ ,"atat~cr.- a~,·e·: 

he u·.as the motli_ei· of ' four. chlldre'!, 

i:r both ol W 11ter_t - ,- . • 
h :r.:i~~r.;..-.=,,.....;,f Pi.llltilo, Cof~rado:· 

£?i1e waa· a loving mother, devoted· to 
the welfnre ~r tllose . arou11d h~r..:and 
ab-n•e ali le,T"nn nctlre·Chrlatlan nee,-

__:_~_:_- ___. .. ---.. ---.---

\;:f:::_·)tt<t'::\_~_W:.I::Il\ii!?:\L:})}}=·::·\>i 
•"."; ~ ~ .. . 

\ 

\ 
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Riverside 
• ·: .:.:·..:: .... ~~ ~ . ..... .. : ---: • .,. '" . ~ ~-:.. 1,... ~, : -: • 

• J •• 

By M~- ~~ti~·~: P.~•11 .✓ 

·, ·nee. 30.- 18!!2, hei: .mqtbef 'W.hf . hl!-4 
:been ii" hel-ples·s ·1nvhl1d· · ror' l\iarti,. 
ller"''ol: year's -p·asseifaway a·ged ' 85 
year~, During th~ e~rllttr years of 

Sketch of Mary Cline Davi,· .on their resfdence in 1new!tt -Mrs. For- , 
. M.i;rr OJ\vla Fo~ma1:1, O\Jt~ .ichild man _an<l ~-~r dal\fhter car_rl~ on 1 
ot William and ,Mar!cw .F,t ·'rman ,bo\!li 9:, ~r-8$s~~\dni; and mlltmery j 
was torn Sep_ i. ·22; i"s"a♦ :in f a\'iro~d•,- .;})l!slnes~i.- 1 ?if!'$.' J)a.v1son's husband 1 

aled a. i -rew years ago · and since 1 Oakland county, Michigan. After tb~ii ill!e •1ii1;1 "r~l.dtf~ ~Ion~ \~ ·µ\lr 1 
h~r father's . death~- islie : a.nd'· 1iei' -ho'lne on .B~ldge street 80irth, unt'il ! 
ruot~er, a!~er r,esidin{, IJ! r- ,an.sing .. ~ a yellr ago on a:ccount·ot her feeble 
11um-ber o! y~ars move q fo St · 11.ea~th p.n!l old age and_ ":O near rej­
John:s · t11e· iJecond year ai .ter It be: atlveS' 8110 was taken-to the county 
co.we ~ol!nty seat or Cllr ,ton conn· tarm, •wh·ere 'She 1>nss!ld awo.y · · oJi 
tY, rellldmg il\~i:e until Novem:her Saturday, iSept. 15, 1923, aged near-
9; 18"64, W.?~n ther mo:vef' 1 to Dewl~t ,Iy 89 years. - Mrs. ·Davison ·was· a 
resldttig on ithe- 'l)ropef~ r- ll<lW QV.'ll· writ~r -ot ~ll 'i>r4s~ Jln'd ip_oe.try; es­
ed by Mrs. Crac~ Coo~ on the cor- p~clally· of · ·bhi'ldren's . stories, · a 
ll!lr ._ot Main . and Scott'·E ;tree ts. /Miss work ·she followed quite ,extensi've­
Forman recelvea ··her • ec~ucation In Jy until i:ecent".y~ars~ :Many or·her 
the s~hools In J\-lllford . and ,[,anslng. pioneer productions · are preserved 
,Ir! ·her early ~omanb ood she· wu-s with other ,works !or lite ,piom, . 
un·lted 10 a Mr. · Cllrt· e. . To this book. Mrs. >DavlH~II ,wn.s •n mcmbo_i­
union one Bon was •~- ~rn, who dle'd o! the Clinton County, 'Plol)!l_!lr i\q· 
in• ln:fancy. Thursday , evening, Dec. i::tety and a oharter lll!lttiber. ~r the 
29, 1892, she wa~ a ,sa!~ unlt~d ~n w. }l. c .. 9+ . De~!t.~- :Ji~r t\]n~ral 
niarr_Jaie _<to ,r~l Dr a.vison o! ·Clare was Mid _Mon~~y 0:r~ernoon, ·Sept:. 
7oun~y. The· -~o!ll J-Wlnt· eyentn~, i~1 -at the ,M. JP. church, IR.e~. Geo. 

W~hl orrlclalll]g NI;ns. Josie Jl1c• 
Louth n111l · }.1rs. IM.lnnlo Moon tnr· 
nlshed tf1e sli-ii;ing with Mr.s. l\-fe\·-lo 
Kraas at, tpe ,piano. fall bearers, 
Hudson Gil!elt, Jer<>me pills~ '$<:ott I 
Pike and .Thori1"as' Baldw\n. ""ltf-. j 
tii,m'l!qffi1 ~~J~fq~~M~~: · 1• 1 

~ . -\ '.I 

' - ' ' ·Card of. Thanks · ) 

we· wish to 't~anjc_ the'. }~lends for I 
the ri1ariy beautiful flowers and :· 
their -~lhdnes11 'i,l1<iwn iit the ,f.uner· 
al anq •burial dr ~rs. Davl.son.-.Mr. 
ii~A l\frS. -Ch~~84-W!Jc~i,tatj~- tl!':11r Uy , . . .,- . , . · . 
. ~ • ,. I ~ ':I 
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Lansing State Journal 

IN SCHOOL 

CHRIS HOLMES/ Lansing State Journal 

Leaving the classroom: Beagle Middle School social science teacher Roger Foster is one of 16 
educators who will retire from the Grand Ledge School District this year in an early retirement P.lan. 

) 

;i, 

t 
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• . • t: (~1ltS, (.1\Jt~)'. 'I'.- li'OUN}'iii~N ·: 

'Newly fe:~Laq:y FOlintaiUs,;':I 
W·11 M 1 I I..[ ' . ·1 · . . ~· I '. 1 . . 'tll<-C r ?tne 1n .. ~aus1ng-··: · ,-1 

, DeWITT ~ Mr.)' and' Mi·s. , Pe Will Memori11J nun'c1i11g. 
r l,arry T. Foyntain, who were '\ 'l'he newlywt1d~ 9re honey, , 

.111arried Sfltilrday aftt;rnoon _in . rn251ni,ng· in nm•th~rn Michigan. , 
the Valley Farm~ , Baptist ___,-,;:;fi=;::,,c.::. ........... -;::.::.::;;:,; 

1 Church. will live at 710 N. ·· 
Chti~tnut St., I1ansing, ' 

r, Formerly · Mi$S Julie Ann , 
, Markham, ' the bricle 'is the . 
i dau1:hter of 1VIr. and Mrs. Roh- j 
i llrl L. Markham of . DeWjlt. , 
i Mr. and MJ.',;. Orley . J . F'ou11- •, 

1 
hiin 0£ D1;Wil.t ,ire parents of , 

J the bridegroom. ,, •, ~ 
' L.ice appliques distlnguislwcl .; 
the bride's silk tafMa ·gown ; 
which featured rong ~leevcs, • a l 
~heath · skir~ ,~qd a <; h a p (! l '.t 
train., 1 • • · •• . I 

' , Miss Marg~1ret Hawe of l,,in- . 
sing, the bride's attenclant, I 

; wore a .' floor ~ length sheath , 
gown designed wit,h <lJLCll;Jer- ·, 

, nld green b1)~lice and n.1 1 n t 
green skirt , 
• nona\cl K. Grant ~ervcd as , 
buMl. 1111111. U~horl1111 woro till'· 
ven C. M..J1'ld1am ot' DcWltl, 

t broth•~r of the bride. :1 

~ . A. 1
1
·eceulliln~.tnLWwed. jn. .ltte .. '.; 

ill; i: .. ,._\l...,JK......,. 



-~Mll$:?P'.~t·lJUMll~ · 
. ·.~ ·:~ .. : '•_': ~ ·/~~•.;"·.{)/j ; 

A.!11 &ABLY Rlt8lbEMT or CLIMTOk 

COV?>TY DIICD IN -"LORIDA.. 

Th.i late )!rs. P. R. Freeman, who;;e 
mai<len name w ,1s .'.l liss Abigail .\I. Cook, wa~ 
born in Richmond t0wnship, Liviogstwri 
county;~- Y., .\lay :?8, 1827. . , 

In the _,-.,ar J.'l-11 she ca111e wi_th her paren~• 
10 Riley to1rnship, L'linton county. .ThexJ 
located on a part of !Le farm now· 01med bjj 
her foster son, D. S. Pike and A. B. Cook 
her brother, the only survivor of a family ·of 
11i11e Lrothers and s is ters. 

111 1far,' h LS 1.;, she wa11 married to Plunens 
R. Freen,,,n. They l ived to celebrate theil' 
g n!Jen wed.Jiug 11·hich took place at Omo~ 
Flvrida. where they have owned a hom,1 
,ince 1 .~.:;; -and ha,·e pa.;sed the winters the 
,;ince J,S.,;,j returning to their ~Jichigan h9mf' 

-:.uuimer~. · l 
a\t the lit:ginning a l 1h ,i l'i,·il war he1 

hu,;baud enlisted in the :3rd .\l ichigan Cav · 
airy. ..\.s the regiment !~•ssed through . St 
J oens £rc-m Grand Haoids enl'Onte tO St 
1.oui~, .llo., she s·•rpri;ed he r husband bJi 
enu:ring tbe r.ar anJ g:oiug on to St. Low, 
with him and acted as an.-,y cook during tJu. 
winter . But as che troops roo,·ed farthei:" 
south she wa~ no! alloweJ to a<·companv tneiri, 
and re. turned to lier h.ome in .\Iichic.:an. • I 

::;he ,vas a worthy member of Chai·le:, 
T. Fo,ner, W. R. l'., als? a charter member, 
of Oli,·e gr .. n..,e S9. · ·i'.(.:,'l~ HPr hnaha:i•i 
passed away ~ o,·ember :!3, 181/d, at tbci/ 
summer home in L,n, ing. :She depart~ 
d,is life December :!G, at Orange lleightil. 
Florid:1, alter a11 illne•• ,.f he days. - -

11~, h1111."ral "'" hd,1 at ,he home o f ol 
S. Pi_ke ::;m,day :ifternoon, Janua ,'y :?, lie..- j 
H. B. Bar,l of L. nsi:ig otticia1ing. Tb"" 
bnrrial was iu Dc \\·iti. ('emE.-terv be~ide heri 
husband. :-11<' was a s trong l>eiie,·er in uniJ 
,·er.al salrati,,n. ~1,e heliered that in Goilii 
•J w11 ~oo,l ti,ne che l\'Jli)le "·orl(l _woulil ~ '1'~ 
uui ,011 and tlmt Jo,·e 11·ould ·presid<' 1hro11glc 
all ,wcl over a ll. ,l 
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Letters bring back t_he :reaUty -of Civil War 
Mrs. George Anderson, whose husband too had 
gone off to war in Co. C of. the, same regiment. 
. . ~huhael had been a farmer . and _cooper {bar­
rel and bucket maker) by trade and a· minister· 
by desire. He was licensed by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to preach in 1858 and was 
renewed just p_rior to his entering., the war. 

By KEN COIN 

For the purposes of understan<ling what·the":_.'_'. 
men and women of DeWitt faced during· the · · · 
war the collection of Cook family letters are 
outstanding. The principles in these · 
correspondence are Abigail (Cook) ,Freeman and. 
her husband Phineas (a Corporal in Co. B, 3rd 
Mich. Cav.), her younger brother William H.H. 
Cook (a private in the same outfit) and their 
older brother George Cook, who served as a 
musician in a New York regiment. Added to 
this are cameo appearances by many other 
DeWitt soldiers and, of course, the family 
members here in DeWitt. Luckily ·for all of us, 
most of the originals of these 100 or so letters 
were turned over to the State Archives many 
years ago by the Cutler family and are avail­
able for researchers. 

As a fitting Memorial Day tribute, the fol­
lowing lines are taken from these letters 
addressing the death of William "Henry" Cook 
in New Madrid, MO., to family here in 
DeWitt: 

March 28, 1862. 
I wrote a few lines to you on the 24th start• 

ing to tell you of the death of brother Henry, 
which was hard news for me to write. It seems 
as though it could not be so, but, 0 how I 
miss him. But we must submit to it. Our · loss 
is his gain. He was buried by the side of four 
others from our regiment on the farm of Acker. 
I would of sent him home if I could but I had 
no ra.oney ... 

We were both taken sick at the same time 
but Henry had no appitite. He could not eat 
scarcely anything. I did not think he was 
dangerously sick until the night before he died. 

.... About one hour before he died I asked him 
if he knew me. He said yes. I asked him who 
it was. He said "Phineas· but he was so 
low ... he wanted I should dit down by the,side 
of him. 

(Phineas R. Freeman) 
From De Witt the news was sent to older 

brother George whose outfit was then stationed 
at Alexandria, VA. 

April 15, 1862 
0, brother the sad intelligence that it con­

veyed to me, the death of our loued brother 
Henry. Our youngest brother, I can hardley 
realize that he is sane, poor boy. He was found 
a lonely graue far from his home but he was 
passed through the dark valley of death to 
which we are all hastening ... [ am glad that. 
Phineas was with him for I know that he 
would do euerything for him that could be 
done. 

(George H. Coak) 
I have long had a fascination with Civil War. 

era letters; the, personal . observation exchanged 
between soldier (and women like DeWitt's 
Abbie Freeman who went off to war with her 
husband) and those left at the homefront. Few 
of the letters I've read deal much with actual 
battles, which is just, as· -well. Terms ·.like bri• ·, ., •. 
gade, column and out-flank tend to turn my 
mind to tapioca~ · · · ~ ,. · · - • .. · •· ' .. ,. 

It's the feelings expressed of what was hap­
pening that interest me. I want to know what 
they were experiencing and how they managed 
to cope. I want to know what they thought . 
they were a part of - what did they think 
this war was all about a,nd what were they 
willing to do to meet those ·objectives. · 

Recently, Eleanor McKinney shared with me 
two letters written by her great-grandfather 
during the war. Shubael Vincent was a hospi­
tal stewart in Co. G, 23_rd Mich. Infantry. Just 
prior to enlisting he moved from Riley Town­
ship to DeWitt where he bought a home for 
his family on North Franklin street. flis wife 
Jane would wait out the war from this home 
with their children. To break up the loneliness · 
she took comfort with her next-door neighbor, 

The following are excerpts· from his letters · 
home: 

Camp Saganaw Sep 10th /62 
Dear Wif ._ 
We have all arrived at camp saf and sound: 

and was welcomed by all'in · the hospital. All . 
the boys of DeWitt are doing (well) . I believe I 
donnot design to wrig/it much· of a lett 'this 

· time from the fact I cannot giue you my noos: 
Keep good hart, Do not mourn or feel bad on 
accoulit of me. I. was glad . to get home agen I 
assure you. Do not think that I am loosing my 
attachment to my own family; it is just as 
strong as ever. Yes stronger for it is t/J.is that 
impells me on for all that is don four our 
country is being don for our families. Hence ,it 
is for you and -I wish you 'w'ood ·look at it in 
this, and if you should look at it · in this lite 
you can but feel right. 0 if I could persuade 
you to think that it was right that I · was hear 
and· that ,it was rong even to wish me home I 
should feel happy. Tell Mrs. Anderson that her 
man is coming home as soon as he can·. If any 
do inquire about any of the boys tell them the 
boys are well. Be submissiue, trust the Lord 
and he will direct your step~. Ade me _by your 
prayers also and so I shall remain ·yours 
forever. · 

Shubqel Vincen 

Bowling Green Kiy Jan 7th' I 6$ 
I feel as though if permitted to return home 

· in safety I slial be· more than compensated for 
all my sufferings in the army. I know it is but 
a debt I owe my country and "I mean to do all 
my duty faithfully. I have · much to do and as 
a· general thing I have ab1+naant strength to do · 
it. I enlisted_ to work with all the power I had 
and -am going· to ·'do it wile I haue sirength. We 
still haue a great· deal of sickness in the camp. 
Enysipelas preuals to a considerable extent and 
is quite fatal. Many haue died of it already. 
You asked me whether the men in the hospital 

were left to die without being converted. I 
answer that many of them die as they liue; no 
hope -in Christ but while I was reading you let­
ters last night dnd before I got through a mes­
senger ca111e to me requesting me to come 

,immedi_ately to hospital No. 2 to see a man 
under deep . concern of mind, I went and talked 

: and prayed with him and left him hoping in 
God. Others say they mean to stop swaring so 

_you see the Spirit is at work amongst our sol­
iders. Our captain told me that there had bin 
sfuerCl-l conuersions and many more were 
inquiring the way to Zion. . . 

·.. The Compan~s are divided into squads and 
in some of those squads they haue morning 
and evening deuotian. In fact there has bin a 
great reform in our camp for which I am truly 
thankful John 'Ammerman has also met with a 
change. Please inform his Mother the first oper• 
tunity. My chance for doing much good to the 
souls of men is limited. 

You wanted to know about the burying of 
the dead: Euery man dying at the hospital is 
put in a coffin and buried, generally in the 
cloths in which he dyes. 

Shub11,el continued ministering to the health 
and soul of the wounded soliders at Bowling 
Green for nearly a full year after this last Jet­
ter. Then, the sickness that surrounded him 
overtook him. He died and was buried there in 
a military cemetery in, like he said, "the 
clothes in which he dyes." Like so many 

· DeWitt area men, there is no monument to 
him in the DeWitt cemetery. 

If his widow Jane sought in her next-door 
neighbor, Mrs. Anderson had little to give. Her 
husband George was in a rebel prison camp 
called, ironically, "Andersonville". He died of 
starvation two days after Christmas in 1864. 
In later years, when the war had become but 
a bad memory for ·most of the participants, the 
DeWitt survivors named their veterans' post in 

· Anderson's memory. 
Al. to Jane Vincent's loss, the government 

set an amount. She would receive a widow's 
pension of $12 per month until her death in 
1908. 

Ken Coin .is a resident of DeWitt and the 
area's primary historian. 
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,THE RETIREMENT-HOME OF DEWITT'S HUSBAND AND WIFE CIVIL WAR-VETERANS- Phineas 
and Apigail (Cook) Freeman. The house, looking much the same, still stands at the southeast comer of Maple 
and Capltonn Lansing: After their return to DeWitt from the war, the Free mans'. took over a portion of the Cook 
homestead on Chadwick road. In the 1880's they 'downsized" and retired to this smaller house in Lansing and 

· sold their farm to their foster son David Scott Pike-and his wife (thelt niece) Viola (Cook) Pike. The Freemans 
also had a winter home In Orange Heights, Florida. Pictured here, (I. tor.) 'Ola" Pike, "N::,by" Freeman, Phi· 
neas Freeman and 'Scott' Pike. Ca. 1890. ·John Black, Photographer. Photo courtesy of Bonnie (Cutler) 
Ward. · . 

Coi_A . .,sha·re~ ,letter Jrom -wife 
who ·saw.Civ.il ~-Wat firsthand 

By KEN COIN. 

In the earliest yeai-s of the Ci~l, War · 
many DeWitt men, upon enlistng in the 
army, were sent 'to Camp Anderson in 
Grand Rapids for· basic' training. When the ' 
time came for the trurd Micrugan Cavalry 
to be sent south for active duty they were · 
transported by train to New Madrid, Mis• 
souri. Railroading in :Michigan at this time 
being still in its infancy, to go southwest · 
meant first· having to go east to Owosso 
then south, then west. ' 

On bonrd the troop train that cold 
November· day was Pruneas Freeman and 
his young brother-in-law William Henry 
Harrison Cook. Knowing 'their boys were to 
be coming through St. Johns the Cook fam-. 
ily went to the St. Johns depot to say · 

· their quick farewells and cheer them on. 
But Abigail Cook,' recently Mrs. Phineas 
Freeman; and yo~g Henry's older .sister, 
had more elaborate plans. She brought 
with her a small carpetbag stu.ffe'd .with 
essentials and just as ,the train .began pull­
ing away from the platform she pulled the 
bag out from beneath, the seat of the buck­
board and made ·a made dash for the train 
and her beloved husband. 

As her family stood 'there, their mouths 
agape, she waived them ·ratewell and blew 
kisses as the train picked-up spee,d.,J,l1ey ,, 
did l!Ot hJB!; ~~~,i;_;~~\jw JhlloW,');g i! 
letter amve~i11.~!Jijt ge~f!i5Posnlllce: ·, r 

., .... ··• ...... _, .-~-
Camp Benton, Dec. 5, 1861 
Dear Father, Brother and ~ister, 

I rather think you would like to hear 
, from one thab,is in the ,land of cotton. I 
am writing OJ\ a camp kettle, my desk is 
tlie camp chest. 

We arrived in camp Sunday morning and 
it is the first chance I have had to write • 
and it is after nine. 

We left. St. Johns 'Thursday night, Satur­
. day night in St. Louis. Quite a distance 
1 from home. Had a very good journey. Citi­

zens all, through treated the soldiers first 
rate. At' Owosso they had a supper of 
crackers and cheese - coffee and bier at 
11· p.m. in Detroit - breakfast at Adrian. 

· At White Pigeon we saw a hundred sol­
diers. At Elkhart the ladies treated with 
all they could; wished and cheered for the 
Union to a man. 

It does not seem as if I was seven 
hundred miles from home in the land of 
Secesh. Their regiments left. camp yester­
day and there are twenty thousand here 
now, it is a grand sight to see them out on 
dress. parade. 
. I enjoy myself first rate so far but 
wouldn't be a soldier. There are two ladies 
in (the) company besides myself, one of 
them is first rate. 

Father, I hope this will find you well. I 
would like to see you but I am a great 
ways from home. But you will think of me 
and not blame me for going with Phineas 
will you? For he is near and dear to me. 
Write to me Father, won't you? 
....... I. must bid good night and go to my 
bunk and rest my weary self and may God 
bless you all with health and prosperity. · 

AMF 

Se'1.r1½J ~f Abby's' Mttl!rs from the •war 
stili surnve~ and tb'\lY 'off'er' i food commen-' 
tary of the events and a rare j>et'spect' from · 
a woman's point of view. Her husband 
being. an officer, she was allowed to remain 

' with his regiment for quite some time. But, 
when , the· third Michigan Cavalry was 
ordered to the deep south ahe was not 
allowed to accompany them and sadly 
returned to DeWitt. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
area's primary historian. 
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Mrs. P.R. Freeman 

Obituary of Mrs. P. R. Freeman written by her 
neice, Mrs. Estella Dills. 

Miss Abigail M. Cook was born in Richmond 
Township, Livingston county, N.Y., May 28, 1827. In 
the year 1841 she came with her parents to Ri l ey , 
Clinton ciounty, Mich. They located on a part of the 
farm now owned by D. S. Pike, her foster son, and 
A. B. Cook, her brother, the only s urvivor of a family 
of nine brothers and sisters. 

In March, 1845 she married Phiniad R. Freeman. 
They lived to celebrate their golden wedding which took 
place at Orange Heights, Florida, where they have · 
owned a home since 1887 and have passed the winters 
since 1885, returning to their Michigan' home s ummers. 

At the beginning of the civil war her husband 
enlisted in the 3rd Mich. cavalry. As the regiment 
passed through St. Johns f rom Grand Rapids enroute for 
St. Louis, Mo., she surprised her husband by entering 
the car and going on to St. Louis with him and acted · 
as army cook during the winter, but as the troops 
moved farther she was not allowed to accompany them 
so returned to her Riley home. She was a worthy 
member of Charles T. Foster W. R. C. Also a charter 
membe r of Olive Grange No. 358. 

Her husband passed to the hi~her life November 
23, 1898, at their home in Lansing. Our beloved 
sister and aunt departed this life December 26, 1903, 
at Orange Heights, Florida, after an illness of five 
days. 

-Poem-

Her funeral was held at the home of D. S. Pike in 
Riley, Sunday p.m., Rev. H.B. Bard, of Lansing, officiating. 
The burial was at DeWitt cemetery beside her husband. 

She was a strong believer in Universal Salvation. 
She belie ved that in God's own good time the whole world 
would be in unison and that love would prevail and preside 
over all. Her faith was strong in the following beautif ul 
lines of Whittier. 
"I know not where His islands lift 

Their fronded palms in air, 
I only know I cannot drift 

Beyond Eis love and care." 



( 

Phinias R. Freeman, who died Wednesday afternoon 
at his home in Lansing, was well known in this vicinity. 
Mr. Freeman had been a confirmed invalid for many years, 
but his final illness lasted five weeks. The deceased 
was born in Chautauqua, N.Y., March 18, 1822, and he 
came to Michigan, locating near the city of Lansing, 
the same year the late Hon. D. L. Case emigrated to 
Lansing. Mr. Freeman took up the land now known as the 
Lansing Farm, where he resided for a number of years. 
In 1845 he was married to Abigail Cook of Riley, and 
she survi~es him. At the begining of the war he enl isted 
in the third Michigan Cavalry, but af ter be i ng in the 
prison at Macon, Ga., for considerable time his health 
failed and he was honorably discharged . He was at one 
time a member of Anderson Post G. A. R. , of DeWitt . 
In the early days of Lansing, Mr. Freeman ran a grocery 
store on Center street, North Lansing, he also assisted 
in raising the first building ever put up in the city, 
a saw mill, at the foot of Maple street across the r iver 
from the Hart mill. For several years Mr. F'reeman and 
wife have spent a greater part of their time at Orange 
Heights, Fla. Scott Pike, of Riley is a foster son of 
the deceased. Mr. Freeman has been a member of the 
Universalist church at Lansing since 1858. 



CAMP.: T O ST. JOHNS FR.OM LAING!,-' 

HURG .-\HOUT .A. 1·1-;AR AGO. 

· ~a.rd Freeman passed away at his 1 

howl on Trowbridge street yesterday 
morning aQQut half past nine o'clock. For 
'the past tbi·ee years he has had hear t 
trouble, and wa.s taken quite seriously ill , 
;last spring while visiting bis daughter io · 
1Savana, :-:ew York. Since llis return to · 
St. Johns bis health bas failed and a seYere 1 

~e·morrbage relieved him of his suffering. 
~• He was born in Bath. ~ew York, Octo- : 
~r· 18, Jl(:!! I, and li,ul just passed his 
;iaeventy-fourth birthday. fa 185;1 he WIiii . 
.united in marriage to Elvira Gillttt, who , 
'died eight years later. They had three ' 
chilclren, ,,11 ly 011c of who 111 survlvett. ;\lrH. 
lda. llarn,y ol savana, '°'ew York. who was 
:with her father during his last illness. In 
'18'iti :\Ii-. Frce uHLn moved to )[ichigan and 
·11euled on a f:\ru1 i11 Olin, 1vw11sli ip, Clint­
.on county. Ile was ag-ain married April 
tO, \Hill, this time t,1 )!rs . Alice Pratt of 
Northvil:e, wllo had one clau~hter, :\\ rs. 
Nellie ;\lc l n tyre . To th&111 was born one 
,laughter. Blanche. Five years ago last 
spring they reu1oved to r.,uugsburg, where 

1they reside<l until about a year ago, when 
,.t.hey reruo,·ed to St. .Jobus. 

The funeral will be held at the uornc 
i::;a.tur<lo.y afterno , 11 aL two o'clock , HeL H. 
S. McG regor oftic iatiug. The intenuenL 

ill be made in St. Johns ~emete ry. The 
1tse<l wa.s ,iurvi ved bf'• hill wile 'and 

... e .jlaughters, 

- ----·-------------
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Eva. French 
B-circham Hills, E.s.st Lansing 
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>4-lI _Dress _Revue Queen 

MARGARE T F tJERSTENAU 

; ,·_ -* . _1 * ' * * · ·, ,le * 

:witt -Girz-·cho~en ) 
Miss Michigan 4-H 

of School _· Su.perintendent 

Wins Title at Dress Revue · 

Dy DICK FRi\ZJRR. 
(J ourna.l Fa.rm Eilltor) 

4-I-i dre~~ revue, the live:. 
auction, the honm·ing of 134 

with loh g setvice rec­
concert or the WJR 

fai,/ii'ltff,·lJillO 111-r,,,11,~,c.rn. were t,hings of the 
t,h c 1-H club show at 

State college Frlclny A,s 
,.u,i·11,m;1•;~1iu members prepared to pick 

· exhibits 11,nd return to their 
Ive home.,. 
33rd artnu/\1 sh ow was sched-
closc M 3 p. tn. . · 

ihg a rea , delegates to thb 
n.nd their lend er s - wcr~ 

1c11t In Tbursd~y•s activities, 
wr,rt! clim,i,xecl in the evening 

annu::.l 4-H dress revue. 1 
1 

ed "Miss Michigan 4-H" a.t 
e of the style show was pretty' 

(.nr-olcl Margaret Fuerstenau,' 
ter or Mi~ and Mrs. CIBrence 

1,ctinu, suporintcnclcnt, of De­
public schools, Mlfis Fucrstea 
grecn•cYed, btown-halred and 
Jy -freckle-nosed - won the 
s of the judges as she strode 
usly · acro~s the stage in an 

,ng r.rown o ( pln id t;n.ffetA. She 
'tvcry stitch on tho flOWn her-

;'a· reward for beln!( chosen the 
1 4--1-l se,i,insti•es~ in Michigan1 
l"uE,rstenau was awarder! n t rip 
hico.go this fall to compete In 
ihation!tl 4-H dress revue wil,h 
*pcn~es paid. 



MiSS J\'11\Jtn/\RE'I' ELLEN 
F'lJJmSTENAU 

I 
Mr. a nd ,Mrs. · C. H. Fuers~ 

tenearu o f DeWitt announce 
!-.ho -enrr:1,gernen~ {.•f their 
•clo,ughter. IM:.1,11g,aret Ellen t.o , 
J>onal•d- Froctoi-iok Nelson, snru · 
of 11\111'. ancl Mrs. P:i,1.1·1 V. Nelson 
of LncHan H.iH,~. The ·b1·ide-eled; , 
Wn.R ,grn.dua,tecl ,rr~m Michl,gan 
State College where ·s<;he iwasi 
wffilial/e,d, wi1,h Oll i Om~g,a .. · 
She is now te,i,r,h it11g: at.Wya n-
dotte. · · 

IHer ,finace was g-radou-atect· . 
an d receiver!· hi.~ Mn.r;ter'., Do-
1[';l'C1' Iron~ thG Univc,rsl ty or 
iMJc lli•ga.n,: He ls a ,member of 
Phl Beta K::vp,pa am.Jr .Psi Ul))­
ISHon rfrate.rnity. He ls n,o(W' , 
1Stuclying Jor hi.~ K.l·octor's de-- -5 
gree tit Ph:ysi,c.i:: at the Univer-• 1 
si-ty 0 1f Michig-~rt. 



Teache~ Superintendenh' 
to Be Honored at De Witt, 

D eWitt school board mem­
bers, teachers ancl citizens, 
many of whom are former stu­
:lcnts of DeWitt sch ool super­
ntenclent Clarence H. Fuer­
;tenau a n ct teacher Lor etta 
,harp, will gather a t the high 
;chool gym at 2 p.m. Sunday 
o pay homage to these two 
1ighly rcspeCLed educators, 
,vho have between them a to­
.al of GO years service to De- L 
WiLL school,; . ,··• 

The DeWitt board of ecluca- : 
lion cleciclecl May l that this 
wonlci be an appropriate time 
to honor Superintendent Fner- 1 

s tenau, who ·will complet e his l 
35th year at DeWitt, and Mrs I 
Sharp, who is finishing her 25th 1 

year. Mrs Virgil Zeeb, treas- ' 
urer of the boarcl, arrangeci I 
the three-hour program wHh ' 
the help of the other boarcl 
members' wives. LOltETTJ\ SIIJ\RP 

Born in Memphis, Mich., Tl1e superintenctent conlinu-
Fuerstenau atlcncled country eel his education, receiving a 
schools and was graduated Master of , Arts degree in eco­
from Richmond high sehool in nomics and business adminis-
1919. He started t eaching at tration from MSU in 1944. Ha 
DeWitt in 1923 after receiv- was married in 'H>26 to the 
ing a Bachelor of Arts degree former Beatrice Bisbing of 
in English and business eclu- F'lint . 
cation from Albion College. The Fuerstenaus have two 

• ~ daughters, Mrs Duane (Bar--
J\F'l'Elt FrVE year:; as a !Jtlt t>a.ra) D'-lvi:; of St. ,Jollns ancl 

and 10th grade teacher an cl Mrs Donald tMargaret) Nel­
hcacl or Lhc LO-grncle sclrnul, he son of Summit, N. J., and a 
went to Laingsburg, where he son, William, married to the 
w a s wperinlemient th r e e former Patrie.la Sowers or 
years. Fuerstenau tau g ht Farmington, n o w living in 
night school in Flint one year Trenton, N. J ., William is at­
arter leaving La ing-sburg, re- tencling Princeton Thcolugiwl 

•turning to DeWitt in 1932 to seminary. Ther e are also six 
, Lake over his present job . grandchildren in the family . 

IC 
CLAltENCE JI. l•'UEit~1'ENAU ! 

l~UERS'l'ENAU JS act i v c 
in lJl'Ofc;;sional organizations 
a ncl community aJfai rs . He is 
a charter member of the De­
Witt Liuns club anci belol!gs Lo 
Lim Ma,-;ons an£! tll e Hi-12 clu!J 
of Lansing. He Sl!rVed two 
terms on the DeWitt vill::1.gc 
council. He e1nd Mrs F'Ltl·rstenan 
,ttLend Lhe F'irsL P re.~IJyteria11 
c hurch in L:wslng. 

Mrs Sharp was burn in Gra­
tiot county, wh e:re she u.tlencl­
ed counlry schools ancl wa:; 
~racluatccl from Alma h i g h 
s d100I. After lier marriage Lo 
Lavern Sharp and tlie bir Lh 
of her claugllLer, Marjorie, slle 
enrolled in Co unty Normal al 
Hli:.:tt:a. 

She rel.urned to her own 
country school for her flrst 
tea,clling ast:ig-rnnenL. S h e 
taught there three yeai-s, n, ear1-
wllile ,1!.l.1· 11di1w -,,•,,rri •; [ 11sLil lli,1· 
ccud L'.,·11 !.r cd N11,·il !g:cll U11lv.:t'-

l 
sity UJllil she Ol)t ainecl her 
Life Teaclung cer tificate. 

=► * 
I MRS SHARP then went to I 

Wheeler, Mich., wlwre s lie 1 

Laughl fo ur years anci was pnn­
ei)ial two years. She came to 
DE,WiLL in Hl'.!7. 

She conlinuecl he1; eclucation 
at CMU, where s lle received 
a Bachelor of Science ciegree. 
ln addition to her classroom 
duties , Mrs Sharp ha;; con­
:i ucLecl the gir ls glee dub for 
,he, p as t 20 years. 

Her da u 15!1ter married lli c:!1-
trel Brainerc\ of Bnth. They 
1avu lht'l'O elitlllren . Mrs l:llla rp 
tLencls DeWitt Commun i t y 
hurell . 



Mrs Leo Hanson 
Telephone 669-9384 

0 . -~ ( I 1 / ·, ~r,·~ (.;>:::> 

Dinner honors 
C. Fuerstenau 
DeWITT- The DeWlttMasonic 

L odge No. 272 honoree.I Clarence 
H. F,uerstenau at ;L _tcstimouial 
c.li11ner Saturday night at the Te 1n­
ple. · 

B'uer s le n au retiree!, a.rte1· 
ser ving- lhe loJge, as secr e tary 
to1· 32 years. 

The main speaker or the eve, 
nlng was Fred Chase , secr eta1·y 
of the lV!lchi gan Jlouse llf Rep­
r esentall ve!:> . Archie Moore J>re­

senletl F\lerslenau with a 35 mm 
s lide projector from lhe i~roup. 

Spechll guests were .Mrn FUE,r­
stenau; the ir son - In - law and 
ctaughtur, Mr a11d Mrs Duane 
Davls of St. Johns, and past 
grand master , Rex Sackett. 

Puerstenau sui·ved his Loct6e 
as master in 19,!0. lie was prin­
cipal of UeWltt IIlgh School fr om 
1923 to 21! when he went to Laings­
bm·g as principal froni l \J28 to 31.1 
He t.:iughl tn Flint from Hl31 to 32 
and relurnud to DeWltl as s uper­
intendent of schools, a po:;!llon 
that he has held since. 



De Witt honors-Fuerstenau 
. BY SHEILA SCHIMPF 
. J~urnol Correspondent 

DeWITT - Clarence H. Fuer­
stenau, who was supe rintendent of 
schools for 43 years, is the 1984 Citi­
zen uf the Year. 

I ' uc:a ut ouuu, IC!. 
will be honored at 
a dinne r on 
Mayor Exchange 
Day, May 21. 

" I was 
surprised." Fuer­
s tenau said. "I 
didn't expect it. l 
didn't think 
they'd pick an old 
fellow like me." . 

Fuerstenau di- Fuerstenau 
vides his time between his house on 
Wilson and a trailer pa rk in Florida. 
He came to DeWitt after graduating 
from Albion College in 1923 and took 
the superintendent's job in the rn­
gracte, four-teacher school. 

In 1929 he wanted experience in a 
12-gr ade system, and became super­
intendent 111 Laingsburg. After three 
years, he came back to DeWitt be­
cause the community wanted him. 
he said. 

Tim; year's m:tyor eKf h,mw' pn• 
i:;• ""' "' Wllh Lctlll!5'3UUI i;;. D t:WllL 
Mayor Lynn Thayer said Thursday. 

Thayer last week reappointed 
Fuerstenau to a five-year term on 
the DeWitt Cemetery Board. 

Thayer said Fuerstenau, who was 
appointed by a cici2.en committee, 
was a good choice for the award. 
The award has been given annually 
for three years to a c itizen who has 
contributed significantly to the 
betterment of the commw1lcy. The 
fir.st two awards went to Bertha 
Lenneman and ArU1Ur Newmon. 

FUersrenau and his wife Beatrice 
have three children. He has been ac­
tive with the DeWitt Lions, Masonic 
Lodge and the Boy Scouts. He served 
two terms on the Village Council. 



Clarence ·H.- -Fuerstenau 
Clarence H. Fuerstenau, 87, of 11 7 Wilson St., 

DeWitt, died on March 3, 1989, at Manatee 
Memorial Hospital in Bradenton; Fla. 

Mr. Fuerstenau was born near Memphis on 
March 21, 1901. He lived in DeWitt for 66 years 
and had spent the past 26 winters in Bradenton, 
Fla: -

He graduated from Richmond High School in 
1919, from Albion College in 1923, and received 
his master's degree from Michigan State Univer- _ 
sity in 1944. -

He was superintendent of DeWitt Schools from 
1923-1928. He was superintendnet of the Laings­
burg School System from 1928-193-0, and then 
returned to the DeWitt School System where he -
was superintendent from 1931-1966. 

He mai:ned Beatrice Bisbing in August of 1926. 
She preceded him in death in April of 1985. 
- Mi> Fuerstenau was past Worshipful Master of 
DeWitt Lodge No. 272 F&AM and past Patron of 
DeWitt Chapter No. 30 Order of Eastern Star. He 
was a member of the Capitol City Hi-Twelve of 
Lansing and Bradenton, Fla., a member of the 
Michigan Education Association and the Michi­
gan Association of Retired School Personnel, a 
member of the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Lansing, and had served on the DeWitt Village 
Council and the DeWitt Cemetery Board. 

He is-survived by one son, William of Detroit; 
two daughters, Barbara Foster of Pompeii and 
Margaret Nelson of Worcester, MA; eight grand-
children; and four great-grandchildren. · 

Memorial services were April 7 at Gorsline­
Runciman DeWitt Chapel, DeWitt. 

Contributioi).s may be made to the DeWitt 
Public Schools Foundation, 608 Wilson, DeWitt, 
Ml 48820 in memory of Mr. Fuerstenau. · 
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Furgason's 50th wedding anniversary captured on film 
Lived in the old Williams 
home at the comer -of 
Washington and Scott 

By KEN COIN 

Several years ago I was fortunate enough to purchase 
a large quantity of vintage photographs ofan old DeWitt 
family from a St. J ohns antiques dealer. 

Before donatin g them to the DeWitt Library, I did a 
little detect ive w ork a nd found that they had once 
belonged to Floyd and Olive (Averill) Furgason who lived 
in DeWitt many years ago. 

Some were of easily recog nizable scenes but most , 
such as the one pictu red here, were group pictures, fami­
ly pictures. 

I did m y best to put names to the old faces but a few, 
including this one, eluded me. I knew that the older cou­
ple seated in the center of the picture were James and 
Ellen (Keeney) Furgason; but the other folks? Ellen's 
sporting a sizable cor sage so I figured it was some special 
occasion. 

Well, I hadn't done anything further with the pho­
tograph s for several years when the story behind this pic­
ture found me. It's true what they say: "The easiest way 
to find something is to stop looking for it." 

I was recently at the Library of Michigan going 
th rough r eels of microfilmed county newspapers, looking 
for something else completely, when I spotted a write-up 
regarding a 50th wedding anniversary celebration of the 
1''urgason s. 

I discovered· this p icture was taken on that occasion 
and includes Ellen's siblings; Carrie (Keeney) Groger, 
Joseph, J ames, N icholas, Alanson and Edward Keeney 
(plus a few sister-in-laws to round it out). Besides being 
h er 50th anniversa ry, t he day was also Ellen's 72nd 
birthday. 

The Furgason's we re married in 1864 following James' 
return from the Civil War. They lived for a t ime near 
E llen's family homestead at Ca mbridge, Lenawee county 
and in 1880 came to South Riley whe re severa l of Ellen's 
siblings had previously migrated. 

By 1885, medical problems resulting from his war ser­
vice forced J ames' to retire from fa rming and the couple 
rnoved to DeWitt. 

A meeting of the Keeney Family - The 50th wedding 
anniversary of James and Ellen (Keeney) Furgason, taken 
at the Furgason home at 215 S. Scott St., August 21. 1914. 

They purchased the old Williams h ome at the corner 
of Washington and Scott (see Feb. 27, 1995) where they 
remained until their deaths in 1915. 

While I could find no one i"iving who remembered 
James and Ellen F urgason, the names of t heir eight chil- J 

dren and spouses should ring familiar with some of our 
older residents: Finis (married Francis McAr thur and 
Lola Miller), Feron (ma rried Grace Baldwin ), Floyd (mar­
ried O live Averill), Effie Ellen (Mrs. Clark Lankton), ( 
Edith (Mrs. Clarence Lankton), Ettie (Mrs. Cash Bald­
win), Charles and Elsie (the later two died young). 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's primary 
historian. 

Photographer unknown, courtesy of the DeWitt Public 
Library. 
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GAGE-PURL. 
Arthur J. Onge or Bingham nnd 

M IHI< Edna C. Vul'I or Olive wore unl- · 
led J11 lll h JTll1111> ·New Y1ucr'u Ol\>rlllnQO, 
at ~ o't. .. luc:k, 1.Ju,. c ~ rc1uv.i1y t .ult.lH,y 1 
place ,u the horn<: Qf thtl l>rtdc' ,; pnr­
enl~. Mr. nn!l Mr><. Timothy F url, In 
the p rt;~en<.;<l or the lmmedlµto . llllllllo 
li!>t only.' A. H. We~l or :i.he, Upllt;d 

' B,·ethr.;n ctiu.1·ch \ya<il the officlatlnl( 
cleq,ymun . I • 

. · ,l\.t'te,· a ~tw1·t weddl11g -trip to <;:ar-
tiO I\ City and _other M ·lchlj!ll.ll J)OllHl;I 

1 M.-. and M1·s. Oago wilt resld tl ·111(, 
I Btogh1u11. 
_ _ _ j __ . .. .!&.-~ 


