








MARRIED FIFTY
YEARS FEB, 22

Mr. and Mrs. Jeroms Dills Of
Dawitt Observe Anniversary
With Mock Wedding

Comparatively lew married coup=

sarrows ol wedded hile togethel tor
by years, but Mr. and Mrs, Jerome
Dillg of Dewitt werz graunted this
pleasure, when Monday, Februgry
#2, 1924, marked Lheir duth "wedding
annlversary, With G0 relatlves auu
Mezrby neightora they celedrited
their golden wedding that eventhg,

Golden weddings 1 themselves
£re¢ pnusual aug thid cne wag "es-
beclally 50 as five 0L 40€  Kuesis
present ottended thelr weddung SV
years ugn, when Miss 1o, Huvella
vk, eluest dunghter of lmorl apd
Almina Cook, begame the bLrids oL
Jerome v, Diils of Ulive, 8t hei par-
ental honia in Riley lownship, Glhin-
ton county, Feb. 23, 1876, They wore
atténded hy her sister, Yioud o
bushana, ey, and Mrs. Do 8. Pise
and the marriage vows werg read
by Rev. . J. switt, pastor of ihe
M. E. church of Dewikt,

The guests present who wiiness-
€q the cerzmony bu years 0g0 wWere
U. 8. Pike, best man, Mrs. lug Coay
randell, sister of the brikie, Omar
. Dills, brother of the groomn, w.
D, Brinkerhorf, mnephew of the
groowm and Mrs. Marie Mabar Hyrd.

A mock wedding was staged af 8
o'clock in the evening when to the
sirains of -a wedding march played
by Miss Allce Padgect, MY, and bMre.
Jergme Dilly, attended by Mr. and
My, Omar Dills and accompaplep
by Marc D. Cutler who aoled ag the
clergyinad, Look thelr places befure
the Lay window where the marrigse
yvows were read. ‘The bridal party
were atlired o cpstumes of fu and
T¢ years ago, the bridegroom wear-
ing the same sult he 'wove at his
wedding 50 years ago. The bride,
gowned o a weddipg dress of-long
2go and a lopg wedwug yail looked
very trem. ‘Che bride and her ma-
tron of Loner ¢arried’ houquets off
yellow jonquils. Mr Cutler in his
silk tile steel-bowed spectacles and
clergyman’s leng poat pigde o yery

‘thlg very pleaging munner present-

dignitied nppearance. ;
" After congratulations were of-

fergd & lap supper wan served, Dur- |

ing the repast: a beautiful: bride's|:
cike was piaced betors the-brida to s
ept wnd serve her guests, This cake, ||

Llph waa put wp fn pyramid sh&pq
and decorated with simnall flags, was
the counterpart of the bride’s calkef
served at the 'wedding §0 years ago.,

The evening was spent in playing
games, mueie, etc. Bafore the gueats)
adiourned to veturn 1o iheir bomes
ap cld itme dance was indulged o
for a short time which brought
forth much laughter.

Mr. Dills sail the winter they
warg married was an open one oud
the roads very bad. Thelr wedding
trlp was teken to Salem, Mblich.,
where they vigited relatives.

The bLride at the gloss "of  the
wedding ceremony read n poem
which was very apt for this ocea-
sion sutitied *'Getiing ~Aleng.” In-
bebalf of the guests Mr. Cutler in

ed Mr. and Mrs. Dilis with a beau-
tiful electric floor lamp. ’

Jerome H. Dills, sou of ¥r, and
Mrs, William Dille 'g=s born in a
log cabin in the township of Farm.
ingtos, Oakland county, Oct. 21,
1850, When he was 1'% years old
his pareuls moved to Ollive town-
ship in April 24, 1852,

E. Estella (Cook, aldeat daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Empr] Cook was
torn August §, 1864 (o & log house
in Rlley townsbip, Gliniqn copnty,
on the farm now pwuned by Mr. and
Mra. Marc Cutler. Mr.  snd Mru,

Rijey and Qlive, mnd Déwitt hay
been his post pffice tpr 13 years.

In ‘the year 1806, they ratired il
from farm lfe ypd have since rey
sided in Dewltt ylllage. Jn 1807 Mr,
Dilla built & mpderp bome gt tha

les are spared to ghare the joys aud!”

Iave-held mauy oftices in CI

| .
witt grange in 1ne early B0's. Mrs.,

Dills with the exception of Mr. Dills IDiils bas held ali'the offizes in the
early life hove alwaye boer gpeni lo 'Dewitt  grange except; overseser

steward and treasurer and ED{;H
int

County Pomonx grange. Me, Diils is
at present treepurer of the Dewitt
grange, an office he has held for

b

years. Mrs, DIlla hay been and still

corner  of Jeffersoy aod -Heotpililly the office of Indtalling officer

streats where they now reside.

heen very active In grange workl

Mr. and Mys. Dilla bave al.‘w!ayaf?gf-h&i-.‘ml‘iéﬁﬁ

GE

f qges. The lnsiyj-
tion service which she hms ' in

it
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DEATHCLAIMS
-, AGED PIONEER

'Mrs. Jerome B. Dills, 85, Was
j Lifelong Resident of

‘ This County

| Mrs, Jerome B. Dils, 85, of De-
witt, prominent grange member and
 life-long. resident of Cilnton county
| died Saturday, Sept. 16, after a long
"illness. Funeral services were held
Tuesday at Dewitt.

| Emeline Tstella, eldest daughter
‘uf Amori and Amina Cock, and
| granddaughter of Atwell and Lovina
[Simmnns, Rlley's first pioneers, was
tbOrn in Riley township, Clinton
icounty, Aug- 6, 1854. She received
her edueatlon In the Simmons
scheol in Dewitt, then began teach-
Ing at the age of 15,

February 22, 1876, she was united
in cierriege to Jerome H, Dlls, who
pessed on Noy. 17, 1638,

For many years Mr. and Mrs, Dtlls

'lived in Riley and in Olive town-
'ships and in Dewitt, occupying their
‘late home since 13907,
. Mrs. Dills jolned South Riley!
lgrange as a charter member, June'
}11‘ 1874, transferring to Dewitt]
|grange In 1882, and she had heen a
[continuous and faithful memhber of°
{ihe order for 85 years. She was al-"
'8¢ a member of Pomone, the state
and the national granges and as
long as health and strength permit-
ted, she was an enthusiastic worker
in the arder which she loved . s0
much-

Meny times she ‘acted as install-

ing officer In subordinete, county |-

end state granges, using the wvery
impressive ceremony, _composed In

verse, which she commitied 1o mem-
ory, many vycars ago. Such noi-
ahles as the late George B. Horton

and Mary Mayo were lnstalled as
state master and chaplin, respective-
ly, by Mrs. Dills,

Possessed of a pongenial and
friendly spirit, she will be greatly
missed by her many friends. Durlng
‘the jast long illness of her husband,

Dills

Sickness Kept This Pioneer Womﬁn Away

I

| township.

Pof

Irh:zt time was nothing but a howl-
Ling wilderness,) grandmaother gave

she constantly attended him until
her strength failed.

Since January, she had been con-
fined to her bed, patiently awalting
the call which came Saturday eve-
ning, Sept. 16.

The funersl was held at the Com-
munity church in Dewitt Tuesday
afternoon, with Rev, Toy officiating.
Dewitt grange and Pomona mem-
bers attended in a body.

Mrs. Leon Blizzard and Mrs. Glen
Ciurren sang with Mrs. Donald Reed
as planlst.

The pall bearers were four grand
nephews, Donovan, Vernon and MNeil
Cutler and Gerald Pike. _

A nlece, Mrs. Mopud Cutler, and
_other relatives survive.

Interment was in Dewlitt cemetery,
heside her hushand who preceded|

‘s than a,year.r " .

ABT5, -hav

From St. Johns Old Home Week; Parents
Were the First Settlers in Riley Township

The foilowing letter written tn
. Fitzgerald by Mrs. Jerome
Dills tells of some interesting facta
about the early history of her fam-
ity and the township of Riley:
Ar. J. W, Fitzgerald,

St. Johns, Mich,
Dear Sir:

I regret very much that sickness
prevented our meeting with
pioneers on Wednegday of Home
Coming week.
was borm in  Riley
August 6th, 1854, on the farm now
swned by M. D. Cutler.
parents on my mother's side, Mr.
anpd Mrs. Atwell and Lovina Sim-
mcng were the first settiers of the
Arriving in the month
QOctober, 1836, with the oxen
ard wagon, two
voungest three months old
"moether) a few household goods 1o
ja dry goods box, with the cow tied
| hehind the wagom, (St. Jehns at

the township its name of Riley.
My grandparents on my father's
side, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and
Charlotte Cook, were also ameng
Ttiley’s first pioneers and locateld
just west of the Simmons home-
stead in the spring of 1841, Their
oldest daughter was the first whife
marriage in the township (Char-
lotte Cook Newman.) Grandfath-
ar was a shoemaker by trade and
made booata and shoes for the whole
community for several years. Thus
I have the honor of being a de-,
scendant of Riley’s first pioneers
and a teacher in the rural schools
of Riley agd Olive townships from
pri 18 Inti! the ZEIER
g always been a regifedt
of the county.: R
Ay husband, Jerome Dills, had!
heen a resldent pf the couniy T¢
vears and i8 nearly 76 years old.
Resnectfully,

Mrs, Jerome Dills,

{Nee Egtella Cook)
Dewitt, Mich.




ducledl by Lewls Cargenier -pnd

Qoitie Brooks., He wed luid 107 rest 5

Jin Dewitt  cemetery amid  moy 1 \] 5
beautifut floral tributes,

i

Well Known Dewill Man and!
Clinton County Resident ’
Since 1852, Succumbs - ;‘

Jeromre H. Dills, 84, died at hig)
home in Dewitt Thursday efter- i'
noor:, Nov, 17, following o long - H
ness,  He was widety lnown imcLi
highly respected -throughout  bhe:
whole community. |

Jerome Huzzard Dills, son af Wik~
Ham and Marle Dills, and one of w
family of four sons and one daughi-
ier, was bun o Opkland mel.y,
Qb 21, 1450, {

In tho spring of 1862 the famdly,
caine 1o Cllnton county and locul-,
ed on # farim one mile north of De-|
witl village, in Cltve townsklp, !

On February 22, 1896, Le nmrma
Emeilue Kalelin Qook of Riley towl-|
ship, where they mude thelr home.
for o few years, lpter moving 1o
Dewitt village, In 1869, they pur-
chased & furm in Olve, where tliey
Hved 1nany yewrs, refurning Lo D-u-
wHE Lo twwr. N

Mr. DUls Joined Dewitt gI&ligf]
o Aprll, 1843, helding vuplous otli-
Coes, aud occupying U MusLrs
chalr for elght yeers. Ye wis uiao‘

— b pusb omasker and o pmmmnu;*lt\
geiber 0f Pomona grange and w|
menxr of the stple snd mu,mnuh
| Bronge.

Ie was & rman of exemplary hab-
tts, firm I his bellefs of wolversids
lam and the guoiden ruls,  As louu
a8 lwelth permitted he was agtiva
in pgy clvie movemenls which hud
as Lheir uhjt}ct the belterment  of

mankind and wos always reuxly 7]
lend u helping hand whenever and
whergver needed,

Mr, and Wys. Dils  celebraled
thelr golden  wegdding  nearly 13
yerrs wpo and thelr 60th anniveyw‘
tsary Wad observed in 193G, - M,
"Dills hud been in faliisg health for
saveral years and during the pust
20 inonths had been confined w
e bed. During this thoe he wmi
tenderty wulched over aond cared
for by s felthiful compapion Luuil
illblldb
O Thoarsday eflemoon, Noy. 17, Lhe
cenll canwe o thus aged pluneer and
e pussed peacefully lnto that “hav-
cenof rest” for whlch he hwd been,
cpatlently waliing,  He i3 survived,
by ks wife, severed nieces wnd nephi-
[ews, other rvelutlves and many
friends. !

The funeral was held at the Con-
nanity  church in Dewitt Suuaday:
!ﬂrwnmon, with Reyv. Toy officlai-
{mg. WNoephiews of thie deceased. wob-:
— fed ag pall bearers—WHI Brlnker-]

"hoff, Berl Briskerholf, Clave Dills,
and Alen  Stampfly. Wy, Bital
Btbezand wnd Mpes, Evelyn Curpent
sulg Bewulitnl lsde of Somewhoe”
aind "“When e Lol s (;unc(l Up:
TYondor,” ‘

Lewilt Grangs nttended n o hudy-

us did wso Clinton county Pomuonu.

A Grange burlul surviee wgs ez

-
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MBS, ABRIE E DRLLS
‘Esleemed Dewilt pieneer whe was
taken by death Feb, 27, See slory on
Dage 1, - '

DEATH CLAMS |

'

Mrs. Abbie E. Ditls, Born Atl

© Dewitl in IB57, Paoyes
L Away Fab 27th oy

r'.‘ﬁ N . JEETRAAL SR R 'l
L In'the depth f Mg Sbble B Dilks
Clinton county lost cne of ity oldest
pioneers, a highly esteemed wompn
WO Wh well wipl fuvorpgbly known,
Bhe passed away Thursday sfer-)
nwan, Feh, 27, sl thy hone of her
quughter, Mrs. Helen Stapptly, Dig-
fwilh B-1, vl Uhe ayge of 83 years, ©
¢ Ap oulstanding -lender in grange,
el and chureh work, Mrs, Dills
wwy also thie moviag spirtt in the
Olpton Ceunty ‘Pluneer BociLy (op
many yeprs-- She served as correse |
pondent from Dewlif for the Fopub- (
lican-News & long period, and wis
widely acquuinted - throughout the'
whole cormpmumity, - © 0 7
coAanong, the grynge members pt- ]
tending thg vites were: A, B, Cook,
Dusl master of the Stete grange, ang |
Lis wifer Holly Huhble, chairman of |
the State grange executive comunii. .
leo, and Mrs ‘Wubble, chalvmun, of,
lhe hume economies conmitles of
the State grange; also offjcers and
members of the Clinton and Ingham
Pormonu gronges und Diewitl Branige;
and four olden sheat meppers, Tyler
Hill of Lanslog, Lewls Carpenter of
5L Johns und Mr, asd Mrs, Lunktor,
. o Abbie Elza Hulching, ple oldest of
- Ihyeaehildren of dzra M. end Helen
Hited Hutching, all of whom pre-
ceded her by denth, was hurn in De-
Wit villuge July 42 {857 With e
exceptlon of "w few yiai sport T
,%-;}nSLI!g and Rovel Onk, her entire
JHfe way spent tn or near Dewily, |
[ 8he recelved her schooling in +
Dewitt sehoo! ang Mre, Bgmim}ﬁ T.:.rlf
;icuL sehool, ang tiught suverg},‘ycurs
!{“ vurlowy  dstrict seliools af the
&‘Mgbmim RPRETHTEN TA PPN F oAl

E

" On Dee,'w, 1860, she was uniteq fn

i : i S
"V Bollowing the desbh of he:' hug
. %;mui Mn;‘gl}z 2, 1034, Mry, Dills lived
-

‘ diughteria) i@me where she hdd heen

Jlearriage  with Quoar B, Dils of
Olive townstdp. To this unlon two
chilldren were porh® Gerry Willlun,
who divd Nov. 28, 1027, wnd Helen
Slumptly, wl whoge home sie disg
Thursday evening, Fel, 1T at the
uge of U3 yeprs. o 3 Ly

L Rlversifs farm wlone until u se-
Ware heart*utlyck in Decmmdf:\r, 1030,
necessltated ther removal i her

caved Tor since.

Slre was 4 1nember of the Dewliy;
Womun's Club, Dewitl grange, Cl‘m*\
wn ecounty Pomong grabge, Michle!
il Biebe b grange, e nationgl!
grange, und o e member of Dewlil
Chupter O, ¥ &, She strved many
YEUTS A5 secretary Tor Dewlp grange,
Clinton counly Pomong grangt, De-
witt Star lodge and the Olinton:
County Pioueer Soelety, She wus Dies
witl coreespondent for Lhe Clinlon
County Republicun-Mews ob the Wine
of her death and hed also corres-
ponded “for varicus Lansing papers, |
fnehding the North Lunsipg Record,
the State Repunleun wiid he Lazn-
sing Press. R

A member of the Universalist
church of Lansing, she was g wiliing

fworker In the Sunday school  und

E F [ | ’:’ Mite Soclety when Upjversalist ger-
Pgﬁ% E% %‘g! v gﬁﬁﬁ %g p vices were held in Dewst, 'J
HEFEY | ﬁ 89558081 Survivors ure the davghter, Wélen;
At A

tao granddaughlers, Ardls Stamplly
Lot Dewitl anid Mrs, Poreste Langtorad

jor Detroit; 2 grent-grunddougiilors,
Karn Lee and Swlney Langford, a
dutghter-li-lpw, Mo, Ving Ds and |
PR osteperrandcangliber, Med, Adelaide
acre of Dewroll; w sister-in-taw, Mrs.!
Amellu Dils of Masind, Fm; two
nleces, Mrs, kthet allen of ®iet, god
Mrs. Frefdn sckelt of Bullle Criek;
tive nephews, Charles Hutching of
Fint, Herbert Hutchins ol Guaylorg,
Hurry Hutchins of Graylhng, archie
Hutehins of Detrolt and Legn:-Sicith
of Sapta Harbara, Cull. besides 13
aluces and pephews Ly muatiage,
grang-nigees and nephews, grole
grewdh nieces and nephews, cousing
and a hwel of friends., T l

Funeral services wereheld al=3:u0 |
D. 01 Guhdey, Migreh 2, u.y';iq;.; Pewity
Community chiurch, Revikos. A, |
Toy ofliciating. Mrg. Ellg J:‘.!liz.z.ui‘d!
and Mrs, Tvelyn Quroan ganyg > EeriL-
Wrul Isle of Somewherg” wnd “Muce
Lo Bace  Mys, Healrice” Puerstenny
Wi gecompipnlst, Grange meabers !
formed a cordon of hanor Loothed
chyreh end she Dewitt chapier, 9. B, |
8, nlso gpve thelr pnpresilye Justd
rikes wb Ui ghurch.

Fall Dedrgrs  were  her  nephicws,
Churles Hutehlng of Blint, Herbert
Hatching of Gaylord, Yort ‘Paylar
ancd Bert Brinkerhof! of Dewil), wi
grend-nephew, Francis Fike of Flink
fond 4 cousing, Olnrepce Hurd of Dery
Wi, Loteruent was in Dowitt L‘ezm:wl

1

i

tery. ¥ The gany  beanbital forad
pleces and well-tilled wews were mute |
Lesbimony of the usteem i whileh (e
(eecgsed wis held, 0 P
Tl L P LY

b TP






£ vy Moon
runeral cards from the Scrapbook of ¢, Harxry

I McKinney (1984)
Now owned by Eleanor Moen
Ella Amelia Dillsg- July 20, 1859 - Mar. 30, 1949
89 yvrs. B mos. 10 days
Vincent Funeral [lome Wed. Avnril 6, 2:00 p.m.
Rev., . Harry Moon DeWitt Cemetery

Pallbearers: Bert Brinkerhoff, allan Stampfly, Bert
Taylor, Albert Mack, Russell Sibley, Kyle Brown.
Soloist: Miss Margaret Fuerstenau

Accompanist: Mrs. Henry Richards



Obituaries from the Scrapbook of C. Harry Moon

Now owned by REleanor Moon McKinney (1984)

Services were held from the Vincent Funeral Home in
DeWitt on Wednesday, April 6 (1949), for Ella A. Dills, 89,
former Clinton resident, who died in Miami, Ilorida on
March 30.

Ella Amelia Bowker was vorn at Mt. Pleasant on July 20,
1859, the daughter of Albert and Lucinda Bowker. The Bowker
family moved to Clinton County, where she grew to womanhood.

On February 20, 1878, she was married to Winfield Scott
Dills in DeWitt. To this union two sons were born, Clair B.
and W. Secott. The Dills also brought up an orpan girl, May
Johnson, now Mrs. Arthur Moses, of Pembroke, Kentucky.

Mr. & Mrs. Dills lived in DeWitt and vicinity until
1911 when they moved Lo Miami with their son, Scott. Mr.
Dills passed away in 1923.

Mrs, Dills made frequent visits to Michigan until she
fractured her hip ofr the second time, a number of years
ago, being hedridden ever since.

The deceased was an active member of the DeWitt Grange
and of the Clinton County Pomona Grange as long as she lived
in Michigan. Members of the DeWitt Grange attended the funeral
in a hody.

' Surviving are 2 sons, Clair, of Lansing, and Scott, of
Miaml; a grandson Ernie R. Dills of Charlotte; two grand-
daughters, Mrs. Ella C. Scott of Lansing, and Mrs. Ruth
Schoen, of Miami, and seven great—-grandchildren. A sister
Mrs. El;en Hoover, and a half brother, Ernie Bowker, who ’
was burled at Sea during the Spanish-American War, preceeded
her in death.

Rev. C. Harry Moon officiated at the services and Margaret
Fuerstenau sang "A Perfect Day" and "The Lord's Prayexr",
accompanied by Mrs. Henry Richards. Pallbearers were Bert
Brinkerhoff, Bert Taylor, Allen Stampfly, Russell Sinley,
Albert Mack and Kyle Brown, nephews and cousins of the deceased.
Interment was made in DeWitt Cemetery,




Winfield s. Dills

As the moon steals silvery into the light flakes
of clouds, like a summer wind breathing softly over
sleeping valleyd in the guiet in the night, winfield
Scott Dills departed this life at his home in the land
of flowers, in Miami, Florida, Saturday, September 29,
1923; as gquietly as the sun sinks behind the mountains,

The funeral was held at the Baptist church Friday .
afternoon, Oct. 5, and was largely attended by a host
of former frields and associates. Rev. G. H. Ashworth
pastor of the Universalist church of Lansing officiated,
reading from scriptures the 46th Psalms and John 14: 1-6;
the theme of his discourse was developement of Faith in
God. Mr. and Mrs. Marc Cutler sang, Mrs. Willaim F.
Kraas, pianist., The pall bearers were William V. Case,
Frank L. Hurd, Elmer Lankton, Charles Henning, James
Ranney and William E. White. The floral tributes were
beautiful. Burial was made in DeWitt cemetery.

Mr, Dills was born in Oakland county, Michigan,

Jan, 30, 1847.

In 1852 when but a c¢hild he came with his parents
William and Maria Dills to this county, locating in Olive
township, here Winfield grew to manhood; reared in those
days as he learned through experience, the hardships and
privations incident to pioneer life.

On Feb. 20, 1878, he was united in marriage to
Miss Ella Amelia Bowkar; to this union two sons were
born.

Mr. Dills was a continuous resident of this vicinity
and village for 59 years, and was a man noted for his
congenial disposition and public spirit, one who knew the
true value of frields, of whom he had many throughout
central Michigan. In October, 1911, he and his fawily
took up thelr residence in Florida where he passed the
last 12 years of his life.

"He has gone even as golden autumn sinks into the
tomb of winter.

For years he was a member of DeWitt Grange and
Clinton County Pioneer Society.

He is survived by a devoted widow, whoses hopes
live where angels dwell, two sons Clair B, of Lansing
and W. Scott Dills of Mlami Florida, three grandchildren,
three brothers and a 51ster' Charles J. of Council Bluffs,
Iowa, Omar B. and Jerome Dills and Mrs. Ella Brinkerhoff
of DeWitt,

And today tears blur the vision, as eyes are focused
on the new made grave and a watchful eye will keep faithful
visage over all .thal. remains of the departed.
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l(h___y'r.w‘ Celebrate Golden Wedding ; 41430

ME. AND MRS, OMAR B. DILLS

M.
Dewilt, entertained Mr
Herbert Hutehins of Laniﬁl%' I\ﬁ?
and  Mrs. Jerome Dills, Mx ;Ln(j
Myrs, BElmer Lankton, Mr., and Lrs
Hemer Broavee, Mr. and Mrs. Willié
Mclouth and Mr. and Mrs, Allen
St_ar_rlpfly and daughter Ardis, all
:i Dewity, ut their hoine Mohduy
afternoon, Dec. § in celebration of
their 50th wedding anniversary,
~ The afternoon was spent in visit-.
ing and recalling by-gone days
Refreshments of ice cream and caké

and Mrs, Omar B. Dills of |[Mrs. Hutchins,

were served by Mrs. Stampily and

R

' Mr. and Mys. Di
1'epewed a number of giftsiSmD;}elf
m}:ld them if the occasion.
Dills had on the lable a linen table
cloth g@vcn her by her mother as
i \_veddmg' gift 50 years ago, which
is in excellent condition in spite of
#ts many years of service,
Callers of the day were Mr. and
Mrs. ¥rnest Gibbs and Mrs,-Eliza-
beth Hurd of Lansing. Mrs, Furd
aged aunt of Mrs. Dills, recited
Sglver Thireads Among the Gold,”
quite a feat for a woiman past E;()
(Continued on page 3, coluinn 5)

DEWITT COUPLE
; WED 50 YEARS

" (Dontinued from Dage one)
years of age. ,

Mr. and Mrs, Dills were also re-
cipients of a postal shower, receiv-|
ing over 60 letters and cards from
friends and relatives. Treasured
among these were two air mail let-
ters from California, one being from
Rev. H. B. Bard, their former pos-
tor of the Universalist church at
Lansing, the otber from Ralph Ty-
ler Flewelling, oW dircetor of
philosophy at the U. of Calif, Mrs.
Dills was the latter's first teacher

‘| and has kept in touch with him

all these years.

Myr. and Mrs. Dills are in good
health for their years. Mr. Dills
tarmed .part of his farm this yearl.
He is 82 and his wife 73. Mr.-Dills
has resided within about a mile of
Dewitt village since he was 3 years
of age, coming here from Farm-
ington, Oakland county, Michigan,
where he was born, Sept. 29, 1848.

Mrs, Dills, formerly Abble Hutch-
ins, wzs bern in Dewitt village
July 22, 1857 and has gpent prac-
tically her entire life here, 8 few
years being spent in Lansing and
Royal Oak. She was a teacher in
the schools of Clinton and Ingham
counties before her marriage to Mr.
Dills and for many years has been
correspondent  for the Repuplican-
News. They have lived at their
present home “piverside’” farm, &
mile southeast of Dewitt since
1884. Two children Wwere horn to
them, Gerry W. Dills of Detroit
and Helen Stampfly of Dewitt
township.



1“(:?:)?:; {)il}s of]( Hive und a resideny of
N atnly fur 14 years, died gt 3
1-!01110 of ks son, (g3, Dills of I\-Ionf'](;:;
:-.:llinﬁy, this state, on 1ho 20th inst. {lg
A8 born in Cayngg g Y, i
1502, remoyed to 1) oot G D
i 0 the state "of Ohio j
}15;;0 w 3101:0 Lie lived until 1868, when }]11;
- .H,“ L‘d to this county. His remaing
r._!(.t‘q.fbmught tu this place for interment, !
1”!‘1; ‘lunlom_l at the Daptist chirrch wag |
Argely attended by the many fifepdy |

#id neighibors, T i
: . ie jmime gl
sl the deceased have ey tends.

3 the 5 tl .
birge cipel " Yoipathy of o
2necs, vle of friends apg acguaint-
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FIFTY-THREE YEARS

Mrs, Wm, Dills Had Livedin
Clinton Gounty

MARRIED 61 YEARS AGO

Ie Survived by Hasband, Daughter
and Four Bons

Mrs. William Dills, a resident of
Olive township since 1852, passed
away Wednesxluy afternoon, at 4
o'clock, of old age, ac the home of
her douglhter, Mrs. Odell Brinker-
Tioff.

Marin Hilliker was born in Led-
Fard, Btenben  coonty, New York,
Angust 19, 1825, Bhe moved 1o Micli-
igun when a youug lady sud resjded
for a time at Farmiugtoun, Oukland
<county, where :he was mnnited in
marripge to Willinm Dills, July 4,
184, snd her aped companion, who is
‘BS years of age. sorvives her.

Mr. and BMrs. Dills moved tn Olive
township in 1352 aml purchased a
frrm wpon whick they resided until a
few yoars ago, when failing health
compelied thiem fo give up active la-
bor and they removed to flie home of
their daughter. Mrs. Dills was a
Thighly | respected lady aml oue of the
best koown iu (Hive township,  She
was & member of the Clinton Couney
Pioveer Society and of the Univers.
list  chorel, of Deswitf for manr
¥GATS

Besides Ler hnsbaud she is survived
by fher danghter, Mrs. Brinkerhoff,
four sens, Charles, of Councii Blofl:,
Jowas; Omar and W. 8. Dills, of De-
witt, anil Jerowme Dills, of Olive She
ts also survived by ten grawdehildren
and oue grear prawlsnn

Mra. Dills was the oldest of six chil-
dren, who were all livisge until two
weeks ago when the denth of hoer gs-
ter, Mre. Fanor Nicloly, who resided
in Oakiaud counry, occurred. The
youugest of the foar brothers and sis-
tore uow surviving is past 72 venrs of
wee. They are Mrs. H. R, Wileox, of
Olive; Mrs. Elly Cuonley, of Detroit;
Aundrew Hilliker, of Bay City, aund
Baldwin Hilliker, of Oakland conury.
A Tamily reoniou wus alwars held on
Christmas wutil the faitiug heaith of
Mre. Dills mule it impossills this
Foar

rorse
Dewitt |
M
” 3
Obituary.

Willlam Dills was Born in Cayuga
Co., New York, September 10, 18%40,
When turz yeura of age, he uccompan.
jed his parents to Huron county, Ohio.
In 1842 he came te Oaklund county,
Michigan., In 844 he" was wmarried to
Mlsy Marie Hilliker, nlso of Oakland
county, In 1852 they came to Olive,
Clinton county, und bought 50 acros
of knd with but small bmprovement
and a iog house. This farm {u situated
one mile north of Newlit villnge, From
tine o time Mr. Dills purchased other
lumed wntit at one time ho ownwd a
jarge nrea. |

He went with a threshing macllue.
quite & numbor of yeurs afier coming |
tg Clinton couniy, when the old fash.
iotiad horee powers wers ugsed. Lilke
all true ploneers he met with many
drawbacks und  disuppueilntments, but
Iie did not turn buck or folter by the
waysige, ug the flpe farm and comfort.
able farm buildingg erected by him
in the past show,

Tn 1865, be with Vurney Pearce,
Lought a saw mlll then standing ane-
hall mile wesl of Dewlit village., Thaey
were patiners o ihe mill nbout five
years. They then snld out and Mr.
Dills returned Lo bis farm work. About
3 years ugo he sold lis farm and
went Lo live with his doughter, Mrs,
Elln Erinkerlioff, Jusi across the wuay
from Lie ©ld hoinestesd. Ho har re.,
nlded with her ever gines. Bix cliil-:
dren woere born to My, uind Mre. Dills,
Five sons und one daughter. ClmaI
o0, Willie, passed away in childhood. |
Those Jiving are Clarlss, of Councll,
LHutfy, lown: W. 9. of Mlami, ¥orido;
O. I, und Jerome of Dewltt and the
daughter, Mrs, Ella Brinkerbott with
whom' he lived und, who s0 tenderly
cared for iiim In his declining years,
He is also sarvived by 10 grandchil-
dren und seven great-grundehildren,
Mr. Dilly wns the jast one of a famlly
of ten to pusd wway. He wus very
industrious and a gond iunnger, (Hiw
motto was to drive the work aad nor.i
let the work drive him.

FPolitically hg wus a lita long repub-
lican and has held various important
town afHces, He was well kaawn
throughnat the county as a man of
upright character, sterling worth and
Ndelity to principie. Ile was a mem-
ber of ihe Clinton County Pioneer
Bociety, nlsgo o member of the,
Ulniversalist - chareh,  Hig foith was
firmn that some wheve and some lime
ali would be nnited in one greasi fam-
ily where all would be joy, happiness
and Jove, He fully believed in ihe
words written by Whittjer:

T konow not whers Hig islands it
Thelr fronded palms in air,

F only knaw T cun not deitt
Beyond His love and care.

Mrs. Dillg pasded away eight yoars
ago last Decermber, Mir. Dills always
moeurned ber departure, but he has
1ot mourned s cne without haps,
but looked forward ta the meeting
with hiz loved ones In the betior laud
where tears and s0r1ows ure no more.
He had been gradyully fuillng for u
long time, He wous patlent through
bls Jlmess, Ho guistly pusded swey
tnat Wednesday, Moy 13th, 1914, nt
the ripo ¢ld uge of ¥ yoars, § moutiin
and thres duya.

Trily 1 mny o sald of Whn, a good
man bus been called home and the
worid has been made better and
brighter by his having lived in it.
Hig funeras] was held ot the Haptlat
chureh in Dewitt, Satarday, May 17th,
Mil4. The church wus well filled with
sympathizlog friends und nelghbors,
Hov, . C. Alldinger, postor of the
First Universalist church in Lanaing,
officiated, Interment in Dewilt cem-
etory.

Relutives and frlenda from away
were Mre. Eren Kpight, Mr, and Mre.
Abram Carney of Bay City, Charley
Hililker of Farmington, Mr, and Mra.
Johu Hardonburg and Cary Dilla of
Detroit, Mra, Charles Lukz o{ Okamaos,
Mrg, Pond, Mrs, Edgar Hurll, Mr. and
Mre. Ernest (ibbe and daughter, Mar.
tap, of Lauveing wud Mra. Lydia Pen-
nell of 8t. Jobns,

- D llg









Obituary,
Died at her home in Flint, Mich.,
Sept. Gth, 1912, Leah Viola, wite of
Androw J. Hath, aged ‘28 years, five
months and 20 days. Leah Vicla
Drake, donughter of Orton and Rliza-
bethr Drake, was born in Watertown,
Clinton codnty, Mich., She was unit-
ed in marriage to Andrew J. Hath
June 28th, 1905. Mrs, Hath possesed
many rare and noble gqualities which
made her heloved by all with whom
she came In contact. A sineere
Christian, a devoted " wife, a loving
daughter and pister and a troe friend
to all. When but a child she united
with the M. E. chur?h of DeWitt. 1In
15905 she withdrew from the M., H.
church and joined the Baptist church
of DeWift. She leaves becides her
husband to mourn their loss, father,
mother, two brothers, Lewis B,
Drake of DeWitt and Edward Drake of
Chico, Wash. B8he hag gone to join
her brother, Austin, who died May 12,
1811. The funera! was held at the
M, E. church ip DeWitt Monday after-
noon, Rev. G, T. Tisher officiating.
Inferment in DeWitt cemetery. The
cagket was covered and surrounded
with beautiful flowers, The ailtend-
ance was very large which showed the
high esteem i{n hich she was held.

CARD OF THANKS—We desire to

thank the many friends, the M. E.
Aid, members of Ollve tent No. 617,
the members of Geneegee Lodge No.
24 I. 0. 0. F. and the bows of the
brake toom of the Weston Mott
factory for the beautiful, floral of-
ferings and especlially do we desire
to thank the choir .and the kind
neighbors who assisted ug 80 nobly
in the hour of our greal bereave-
ment.

Andrew J. Hath,

Mr. and Mre, Orton Dralke,

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis B. Drake,

D&ﬁr ke
Hath

R



Dewitt Yillage

ORTQN DRAKE:DEAD.

Saturday at 1:30 pan. at ‘the M.
. church the funernl of Orton
Drake was held. My, Drake died
at his home west of ihe village on
Wednesday, June 15, after a long
lingering illness, at the age of T2
years, aix months and ten days,

Mr, Drake 'was horn at Utica,
Macomb county, blich., Iecember
B, 1848, and lived on .m(l worked
hlB father's farm uutil 1870, He
was married to Elizabeth Ha.cker
of Macomlb cuuuty, Febroury 22,
1877

The tollowing spring they noved
to the furm 1% iniles west of De-
wilt, which he cleared and made
into the Dbeautiful farm llome he
hias enjoyed these many years.

our children were born to this
unjon,  Violw and Austin who havg
praesnand on, Hdwarrd on the old far td
and Lewis, rural carrier, No, 3 .DL'-
;\\'1Lt
l After  coming o Dewitt Mr-.:
Drake united with the M.E. churchr
‘and while his health permitted wag
civ regular attendant at churet, Luul_
'EL viluable worker in the Hunday
Pechiool.  [le leuves  to mourn his
tdedaih his loving wife, and two.
sons,  dward aud Lewis, four
grandchildren, Rvelyn, Warren,
Wiargaret and Lucile amd other zel-
atives and many friends,

Thuse who attended the funeral
“lrour away were Rev, und Mrs.
Fisher from Berlin Center, L W.
Hacker und family, ®. G. IHucker
and  wite, 8. Stead and wife and
Richard Sienar: and family of
Lansing; . G. Hacker and wife
and BMrs, . W, Hill of Mt. Clem-
ens; Mrd., George Day and som Al-
bert, of kisie; Mr. Williiin Stead
of St Juhnms; Mrs. Blanche Gars
lock of Mason and Mr. and Mrs.
CWilliam Workman of Grand l.edge.

Rev., Mr. Fisher conducted -the
|SCI\'1CL,S assisted by HRev. C. Seipp,
The wusic was furnished by Mrs.
1\\’ . Wruaas, blrs, Carl VanFleet,
| Mas, Willis Mebouth, Haryy Moon
and Mark, Norriz; The floral tri-
butcs were many and beautiful, -

CARD OF THANKS.

We wisiy to extend our sincere
thanks an m.mprec muon 1o all

those who ¥ lovingly assistad uvs|

during the gickness and death of
our Lusband and f;ither, Orton
Drake. Eupecially would we wen-
tion the two ministers far their
consdling” words, thé - gingers -fo
their beuntiful message in song
and the many friends whose calls,
flowers and Kindly ministrations
did s0 much to comfpxt ug at this
time, of Buadness.

Signed—The Wite, Edw.lrd Dzake,
Lewls Drake and Famlly._

:\\bi'\ : (o \1&‘?,
22 19z |
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Mary Dyislall And
Howard Waller Are
| Married Aungust 1
|

ut B o'clock Miss Muary Dviskdl, only

Cdaughier of Mr. and Mrs. Asa Dris-
Dieild of Qtive, nmd Howard Wulker,
only son of Mro wd  Mrs, Archie
Wilker of Binghayn, weres uniied ul
Nuarciage by Loy, G. 5.0 Novthrup
at fHis home here. The ring cerc-
morny wits used. They were atiead-
ed By Miss Helen Walker, sister o)
the prowd, and Clyde Cruhb.

s, Walker 15 o grgdyote of 5L
Johsis highy school Class of 24 ang
of the Clinton County Noroud, class
of 28, The groom supended sthool
in Lirntiot county. i

Thig t'l‘huysdw) marning My, gnds
Mrs, Wallter left for n lwo weeks”
visit with relabives and rriends o
southern Michigan, Ohio and In-
dlana, .

Aflep relwrping they  will make
their lowe in St Jolns,

On Wednesday cvgning, Aygust 1,

-bmg\f—;”
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{pital where &n examination proved

tHinstifution and returned to his par-

an exploded shelt, wos discovered
was found, t
In all probability as soon as his|
.pn.rems had driven lo town young|
Diriskill set fire to the house, Lhen

BUILDINGS,
LR

S % Eﬁ; E.gg ~Lha ool shed and chicken house

fand finnlly the barn, after which

K 'he shot himsed with the nfle, Be-

CHARRED BODY OF CHAS.“ fore firing the barn he furned out

o lthe horses that were in their stails|
.DRI"’KILL FOUND N fwhen Mr. Driskill Jeft home It is|
HARN EMBERS iveported thabt Lhe youth huad put’

A ithe well out of commission so that
tthere wouid  be no  waler  with
Insane Youth DGSUOYS Home cwhich to fight the flarnes.
of Parents in Olive M(W When the body was found offieers
ywere nolihed and Coroner €. ]i:.;

18; !nquest Held Lamb impuneled the following ws)

S ;
0

nr.(u- the spot on which the hody i]

. i coropers iary for the 1nqun.i
What the workings of a disor-iwhich was held at the court huum
dered mind may bring forth was|in St Jehns, Monday morning:
tragically revewled Saturdey after-iFred and Lee VonVieet, Al‘tnur‘
noon, l\.ldy 18, when Charles ©.;G&ge, Bwr Eabon, Kd Magner and
Diriskil), 22-year-old son of Mr. and | Floyd Taber.

Mrs, Asa Driskill of Olive town-] A3 Driskill, father of the unfor-
ship, fired his parents’ farmn home |bunate youth, was the Tirst wiiness
and buildings and then ended his celled by Prosccutor G. G. Hunter,
own Hie with a rifle bullet. The ‘who conducted the hearing in the
charred remains of the unfortunate ' presence of Covoner Lamb,  Mr.
goung man's body were found in|Driskill said thet his boy was in
the ruins of the Driskill bam good health and in e rativnul state

which, like all other buildings ol of mind Suturday morning and «i
the piace was hurned to  thaithe time My, snd Mrs.  Driskill
grourd. ‘dzove to St. Jehns Saturday atier-

Last summer, afier he had heen noon. He said Churles enlisted in
working in Pontae for a “short the U. S Army in December, 1847,
while, -Charles Driskill was com- Bt Tulsa, Okluhoma, snd was sta-
mitted to the Pontiac Sipte Hos- boned at a Texus army posi. Three
weeks later the boy lefu the ser~
tvice, writing his parents that he;
“éidn'n ke it and telling them he
using  an assumed

bim to be mentaily unbalanced.
Three monihs later, on October 17,
1928, he was allowed to leave the. Wus
g, Jeurned  that his bay spent some'
Testimony given &1 coro-

enls’ home four miles south of
Johns.

his mind seemed cisordered bm,‘rmtted to the hospital as related

ihat recently he had appeared ra- |8bove.

as that
cammrnuanity Saturday. l‘m g lit of
Bhortly before 2 p. m. on Lhay Maller, “T would like to dupe Yuu
day Mr. and Mrs. Asi Driskill drove ' to death or kil you” Neither Me,
to St Johns to do some shopping. [Dn skilt or any of the other wit-
Charles remained at home whers|Desses knew of any trouble the boy!
ne had been helping bis futher|had had with neighbord Qr . ae-}
ishingle the c¢hicken house in ihe!quainiances or his own family,

Cmorning. At 2115 p, m. Forest:  Others who took the stand st the

which shocked the Whmb,madmg his own lile told his fatlier, f

Smith, who lives just a shorl dis-inguest, were Ieon Ormes, John
tonce wesl of the Dirlskill place, Souler, Braesh Rall and  Porest
discovered thal the Liouse wos suiBnlu, wll of whow wrrelved  ourly
ifire. He ran lo ihe scene where helal the fire: Mrs. Howard Walker,
wis  joined hy another eighbor, mmr of tha deceased, and Deputy’
Leon Ormes, They entered the Sherift Percy Patur*,on whio  Loid
front. door and  Forest  called r)t inspecting the rific with lis ex-

“Charles,” but received no answer.
Thinking that the young man had JAficr  delberating by 1eﬂy
rone to town Forest . and . Mr. s coronels jury found that Charles
Orines, alded by many others who'Driskill cume, to hls dul‘th by hls
had bheen attracted by the fire {own hand., ¢
succeeded in saving most of the: wMr. and Mrs, Dﬂhklll are lit’lng:
household goods on the first floor. {with s nelghbor tempornrily * and

:In the meantime the barn, tool Dave nob yoade defivdie futwre pluns.:
shed and ehicken house were hurne Llhf‘ loss-of ilieir baildings is per-
ing with pearly all conlents. It pe- Hally covered’ by:insurunce. '
tumie known that Charles had not| A report that the: Lnuuu boy
left the place with his parenis and (Whs in state yrison lask suauner
A search for him, or his remsains instesd of wbt the Pontiee hospital
wug started. The body, burned be- Ihﬂ false. ‘The If:wni.s slivw he wn.-s
yond recognition, weas finally found 18t Pontfae. 770703 4
on a4 pile of burnltg hay in thu} Churles (‘]jntnnt Dnbkl [ nr
rulns. ¢f the barn.  After it had Mr. and Mrs. A:,u. Dmkm of Ollve
been removed the bartrel of histownship, was BOTTL-Muay 18, 1007,

p]ode sheil.

i wr

fpthery” 32-caliber rifie contpining | Dear Hillshore, Clntow county, Oth

‘ NAnE.,
iThrough letters, Mr. Driskill luter.-
time in southern suates and ihen .
ners inguest Monday by members lcame hack to Michigan und work-

lof his family showed that at first ed in Pontiae where he was com-
Mr. Driskill stated thal the
tional and there was little Wﬁlruh"‘ib‘—'}' never wanted to he crossed in
Lhat he might commit such a dn:ac]wmy wily and akout 10 days before .

rage over scme Smazll )

the l

His early Ufe wus spent i Ohlo 'mdl
About ten years apgo he came with!
his poarents and sister from near
Girover Fill, Ohlo, to Olive township,
Cllnton counly, Michigan.,  He at-
tended school at  ithe Mecrthew
schoo! and went two years to the
S5t. Johns high school.

He passed from this life May 1E
1929, just one day hefore his twenty-
second birthday,  Besides his par-
ents he s survived by one sister,
Mys, Hownrd I Walker of St Juhns,
and pneny relatives wnd f:lencts It
Ohlo and Indiana.

The tuneral was held "lu(,.;day .
. il 1:30 at Eberl's und 2:00 ¢'clock
At the West Bingham U, B. chureh,
itRev. Montgomery offigiating, Buriad
nt {,hL West Bingham cemetery,

bﬁ:‘:s\c-} I
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fham first settled on the farm now oc-.

il e a P

F-olo o !
© Mrs. Lydia Dunham,
Miss Lydia Partridge was born in |

New York- state Jan. 31, 1832. She'

‘was married to Wm. Dunham in NeW'

York ‘state. They came to Michigan |
and settled south of Dewitt village.’
Mr. Dunham died in 1881, About 18

years ago Mrs. Dunliam left her farm i
and moved to this village, A few -

years ago, her health failed and she’

has since resided with her daughters,';
Mrs. Helen Rouge, and Mrs. Charles -
Treadwell, She departed this life-

Sunday, Jam. %, 1916 ai the home of
Mrs, Henry Rouse. Mr. and Mrg. Dun-

cupied by A, I. Liunham. Her home
was her kingdom. She was always’

t

ready fo help where help was needed .
and was loved and reapected by all -

that knew her. t

Seven children were born to  Mr.'-

and Mrs. Dunham, six of whom surul
vive: Merritt and Edwin of Rondo;,
Mra, Helen Ttouse gnd Mrs. Charles{
Treadwell, Irving and. A. 1. of Dewitt.'
Her daughter, Frances, died severali
yedars ago. |

Mrs. Dunham was & charter mem-

ver of the D. of R. and Kept ber mem- :

i berghip until th# last. i

Her funeral was held at the M. E.
church Wednesday afternoon, Rev.|
F. C. Alldinger officidting. Interment
in Dewn‘.t cemetery

{
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