
MI\RlllED 

Roy Dlcl·<"'r. ~on or Mr, and Mm. 
R ,J. Dieter or tl1ls city, was unit.eel 
In rnurringc to Miss M!\ry Cook· :it. 
the Cfll,holic ch\lrch in Pcwumo ot 
11 ::IO S t• Lurclo.y mornin!{. September J 
151,11. They wcr nt.trndccl by 1Vp~s I 
13c-1,t.y Killin :incl Mr. :mi.rold Cook. I 
Mrs. Ul~Ler will he rcrncmbrr')r\ P.~ o. 
nurse nl the SL. Johns ha:;pilal' toi· 1 

fievrrn l yearn. 'l'hoy \\ill llV~•• jp ' 
LQ.nslng. J c.. f) 9.-: ·:~·~ 

~ i..! .,.._..,.,.,~ ~~\ • 

. . ·-.... 
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DeWitt remembered: 

THE WINTER HOME of Winfield and Ella Dills, 504 Bisa,iyne Ave., Miami Florida. Photo courtesy- of 
the DeWitt Public Library. 

·. By KEN COIN 
-· 

Greetings from Florida! 
Undoubtedly this post card set a few jaws agape 

when it arrived at the DeWitt Post Office some 90 
years ago. It's an impressive house by any stan­
dards. I doubt however if it's still standing - Bis­
cayne Avenue is now Highway 1 which runs right 
along the beach. The house was probably replaced 
years ago by a big Art Deco hotel; some pink stuc­
co thing with the work "Hibiscus" in the name. 

Winfield "Scott" Dills came to the DeWitt as a 
young lad in the 1852 with his parents William 
and Maria Dills. The parents were the original · 
owners of the large brick house at Cutler and 
DeWitt roads. In 1878 he married Ella Bowker, 
whose family had moved down to DeWitt from 
Isabella County in 1871. For some years they 
operated a farm a mile north of DeWitt (later O.K 
White's farm) and in 1893 moved into the village. 
His business in DeWitt was livestock, buying and 

shipping, and he had a lively interest as a horse 
dealer. 

The notion of "wintering" in Florida caught on 
early among DeWitt's upper crust . By the late 
1890's many area ·couples were congregating at 
Orange Heights and Orlando. The Dills wintered 
at and ultimately retired to Miami where, early in 
this century, they were able to dabble in the real 
estate boom of that area. 

While I'm here, I don't think I'll be tempted into 
Miami to see if the ·Dills' home is still standing. 
but, being the history junkie that I am, I secretly 
packed a few old photographs and addresses of 
some homes my great-great-grandfather built'in 
Orlando 90-odd years ago. Maybe after Mickey 
and Minnie are done showing me around their 
place, I'll take them for a ride into downtown 
Orlando. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. His column appears .here twice 
monthly. 



DeWitt remembered: 

The Omar and Abbie (Hutchins) Dills family In front of thelr'home, Riverside Farm, on Dill Road, ca. 1906. It 
was typical in that era for every portable possession of a~y Importance to be b(ougl:lt out for inclusion in the 
photograph. Note the rifle, doll, bicycle, horse, ~nd rig. Courtesy photograph. 

Abbie Dills queen bee of 'local· brevities' 
By KEN COIN . Abbie Eliu Hutchins was born in 

DeWitt July 221 1857, the eldest daughter 
My wife has a tendency to read evey of Ezra M. and Helen· (Hurd) Hutcbins. 

word of any newspaper put in front of her. With the exception of only a few years, her 
When we're on vacation, why she cares to entire . life was spent in the DeWitt area. 
read the Bugtussle Bugle is beyond nie. I In 1880 she was married to Omar B. Dills. 
rarely read the newspaper-myself. "No Following their marriage they purchased 
news is good news," that's my motto. "Riverside Farm" on what would Jater be 

But, stick an old Clinton Republican named Dill Road in their honor. Abbie died 
under my nose and it will keep · my ·atten- Feb. 27, 1941. Several descendants, 
tion for hours. Often when I'm doing his• includng great-granddaughter Sue (Sibley) 
tory research one of the last sources I use Powers, still reside in the DeWitt area. 

• is old newspapers. Not becau~':! they are a · The following is a sampling of Abbie's 
bad source; on the c .... .. ·ary, they're excel- ' brevities . from Aug. 25, 1921: 
lent. The problem is, I'm prone to become · • Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Brooks ride in a 
lost in the abyss know as ... "local brevitiest new Ford coupe. 

If you don't know what the local brevi- •• An 8-pound son ~as born to Mr. and 
ties are, you must have grown up in a Mrs .. Clifton Wilcox Tuesday afternoon, 
cave. Picture "Chatter by Char," and add a Aug. 23. He will answer to the name· of 
report of everyone who visited anyone or Clifton Carl. Mrs. Wilcox was formerly 
anyone who was visited ~y anyone, for a Miss Doris Beach. 
whole _week plus what everyone had for • Harry Reed is having his meat market 
Sunday dinner; throw in anyone who · . shingled . . 
painted a room, bought· a horse, installed a • The Chautauqua held in the village for 
toiler or fell off a roof and you have "local three days last week was very much 
brevities." They were the .mainstay of local enjoyed, at-'the close of which arrangrnents 
society. If it wasn't printed. in the paper it were·ma'de ·to hold a simular event next . 
wasn't worth knowing (unless of course it- year: 
was gossip just· too delicate to print). ·· • C.C. ,Woodruff and son, Ralph in com· 

The undisputed Qu·een Bee of DeWitt's pany with Mr. and Mrs. W. Brown of 
correspondents was Abbie•.(Hutchins) Dills. ; Lansing started for Detroit Tuesday morn-
Other co~espondents cattl~ and. ~ -e_n~ ]:>ut}it_~ ~""},ttgJ&r~a few. days' .yi,siti ~-' · :•:; \ ....: • 
was Abbie who kept the local switchooar.d ;J ,, • Mrs. Celia Lorenz and ·Mrs. -E'va Cole 
operator hopping throughout her many ' spent Thursday at the home of Dr. 
decades as correspondent to The Clinton Wheeler in Lansing, it being the ninth 
County Republican News as well as the birthday anniversary of Elizabeth who h as 
North Lansing Record, the Stti.t:e Republi- been ill some time. Elizabeth y,oill spend 
can, and the Lansing Press. the last of the week at the home of these 

I have not been able to determine how ladies and · would be. glad to ee h er former 
far back she became a correspondent. In playmates. 
the late 1800's, De Witt's correspondents (A thank you to Thelma Grinold and her 
used pseudonyms such as "Non_sence" sister,, Ada Dieter, for proving the old 
(Charity Pearce), "Mercury," "One-Who-Was- copies of the •Republican:) 
There," etc. Personally, I believe "Mercury" Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the 
was Abbie but that's just a guess. area's primary historian. 
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MARRIED FIFTY 
YEARS FEB. 22 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Dills qt 
Dewitt Observe Anniversary 

With Mock W9dding 

Compara:tlvely !ew n1arrlcd coup': 
le21 aro spared to ahare the joya aud ' 
111orrows ot weaded. l1te toge ther ·1or 
5v years, but Mr. a.nd Mrs. Jerome 
Uilti o! DeWitt wer.e grauted th is 

:!~;~~~~·m;t::a ~~~~:~~·th~=~~f~~ 
illlnlvers.flry. With 60 reli·UVGIJ unu 

::.~b~o:1ae::h!~~~i~:8~a~~~~!~i)t: 
Goltten wetld lngs m th enu:1clv<>:; 

an: un·u~ual anu thi11 onO WU:¥ ·eg~ 
p&e1a dy &O a s i1ve ol <ne guest:t 
pccsent ILtt.en ded lhE:1r wetl<hu" 5V 
yean ago, w .tum :Mu,s ii:. E1:1tella 
~<H,1K, eluest naurhtar or l!.Jnorl ana 
Almina c ook. beciune the l.irtde 0 1 
J erome h. lJlllis ot Ulive, at bcr par­
ent.al homo in R iley township, lain­
ton councy, i.·eti. 4!2 , lb'l.6. 'l'hey were 
alte'nded by her s ister, V,o,a n.uu 
tlµ_l(bana, J\u-. and Mrs. D. ::;, P1Atl 
an<1 the marriage vows were re:id 
Ly Rev. A. J. ::,wift, i,utor ot UH:c 
!u. }:;. church ot Dewitt. 

The g ues ts present who wltness­
e<1 t he cer~wony 6u years ago '""' ere 
0. S . .?Ike, test man, Mrs. luii Cook 
tte.odell, s ister ot itbe brkle, · Ow:tr 
U. l>illa, brother o! the groom, W. 
D. Brtnkerbott, nephew ot tbe 
groom .und Mrs. Mane Ma.bar Ht4rcl. 

A mock wcddlog wae staged a t S 
o'clock In the evening wbeu to the­
suarns: of ·a w eda.iug mar ch played 
t.y l'otiss Altce Pa.Jgett, h'lr. anu J\-Hli. 
Jerome Dtlhs, alleuded by Mr. and 
Mrs. Omar 1Jil1a anc.1 accomoanl~d 
Ly 1'.-Iiarc l>. (;utter who ao~ect ns the 
c1ergy1mrn, Look t heir places before 
the t.ay wiodow where the ms.rrla:;e 
vo ... ·a were read. 1'be Lridal ~rty 
were a ttired lo costumes or 6u and 
10 years ago, the ttrldegroom wear• 
lug the same sult tie •w,:,re at bla 
wedding 60 years at:o. Tbe bride, 
gowned Ill a weddlpg dress o!•long 
ago aud a Jong wedumg veil looked 
very trhn. The bride aocl her mu.­
lron o! bollor carried ' bouque,t r or : 
yellow jonquils. Mr Cutler in bis 
stlk: tile steel-boweci spectacles a:Q4 
cleq;-yman·a _l~ng poat f,UQde a very 
dipi!ied apl)~aro.nce. 

A~ter congratulo.tions were . ot­
tered a lap aupper was aerved. Dur- , 
Jng -the repast, o beautt!ul' bride's ' 
ca.Ke watl p)aced. be tore the ·bride.. to 1 
~ t at\d serve ~er ~e~/ ';l'hls ~ake, ! 

lil~h W1M put up Ill ll,Yrazµhl shape 
and decorated Wilh'1tnnall flaga, w:iS 
the -counterpart or the brlde·s cake / 
ser ved at th e ·v.;edding 6!) yea re ' ago. 1 

The evening was gpent In _playing 
games, muatc, etc. Be!oro t'he guests' 
adjourned to return to their horn.es 
an old l tmc ctn.nee waa Indulged In 
fo r a short Um e which broucht 
forth much laughter. 

Mr. Dtlls said the win ter it.hey 
w-0ro married was un open one nnd 
the road& very t.iad. Ttlolr wedding 
trip wu ta.k en to Salem, Mich., 
where tboy vlijlted r,qat1ve1. 

Tb& bride ·at 'tbe <;_lose ·. or the. 
wedding ceremony read a. poent 
which was very apt !o r this occa­
sion entltlod •·o~ttl·ng ·•A.long." lu· 
t.ebal t or the guests Mr. Cutler I n 
b.11 very pleasing manner p resent· 

.ed ~fr. and .Mrs. D111s wlth a beau• 
tl!ul e l&Ct rlc"!loor lamp'. · 

Jerome H: Dills, son or il!r. and 
Mr,. William Dills -~.,.• born In a 
log cabin tn the townatllp o r Farm­
ington, Oakland coun ty, Oct. 21, 
1850, Wben be was l½ yeara old 
hJs pareuts moved to Olive town­
ship In A"ril g;, 18~2. 

E. Estella Coo~. el~••! dau,~t•r 
or ~Ir. and ,1ra. l!;!J!!irl • poq~ waa 
born August 6, 18H 'In· 4· ·to, )lpuse 
1µ RIiey townahlp. d}Intqn county •. 

~llr~eM~~cm o°u~r;:,w1'~;~ ·Vn Mr. ;r: lwttt grtlnge Ju l~O early 80'8, l1;;; 
Dllls with tbe' e.xcoptlon or b1r. OlUa )Dille bas hold o.ll ' thc o!·Ciccs ln the 
early lite have al~aye bcefspeoi In IDewltt gr~n. go exceot1 o.ver&eer, 
8\Jey and Qllve_, and Dewttt ha.it steward nnd t reasurer and t,oth 
beeq ,his post qfll~e /or 73 years ... . hove·held inaui ot!lces 1!i •d't~tpH' 

Iu the year l905, they retired .Coun-ty·pp?J:lona g range. Mr. DIiis Is 
Crom !arnt ll(e lt?d have alnce r.e~ ,al preaont treasure r ot the Oewltt 
aided In Dewl~l , yllla.ge. Jn 1907 Mr. 

1
irange, &ll otrlce .he has held ror 

Dills built a moderµ ·hq1µe ~t thp yoara.' Mrs, DIii• hao beeu nnd st!II 
corner o! ,Jeqeroqq nnd -~~otf !Ills the orrtce ol lnatalllng ol!lcer 
stroets whe re tqey uow realde. 

1 
.- ~ : . , .- • • • • • • ~ 

llr. nod l,lrs. Dill• ~•y• ut•,antllt lbq, .y1,rto~~:,l/ratjgco. The luel~I-• 
hecn ,~ery a c tive In grange workl fntlon service which she h':u; · in 



HONORED ON:54TH ANNIVERSARY,I 

I 

Mlt . . AND ' MR::,, JEROllllE II. DILLS 
J}ewilL cour1le who w~rc wctl l•cbruary 22, 11176 

' wt1lch w1,s- organtzect in 1874, a nd GRANGE HONORS l
inen'iour u1 """' '-"'"~" ~uey grnnge,I 

;a her husb1,nd joined the Dew1it 

: DEWITT COUPLE ~1·4nge Jn the early 80's. 

DinMr Give11 Mr. and Mrs. I 
, , Jerome Dills On Their 

~-L ,. 541:h_ ~nnivers~ry_ .. 
Dewitt grangers honoree! two vet-

I ernn members o! Lhclr ori;aiuz~tion 
.when a ctrnner wus g·Jven on Satur­
day, .F'eb. 22, ror Mr. a1 ,ct Mrs. Jerome 
;oms or Dewltt, who~e 5'lth. wedping 
1:rmlvt:rs1u•y, occurred 'on ttiat dl.l.·Le. 
Pn l.l.ccX>unt of Mr. Dllls' lllne&1, tl1e 
pust wlnuir l t 'wtt~ Llrn tin,~ th,1e 
that eith er of them lHHi 11LLc11,tcd 
gra1Ise since la_;;L fall. . 
• Pollowini; the dinner Will Case, on 
belll.l.lf of the grani.c, pregenced M r. 
,,nd :M;1·s. 'Oil.ls with a grfL. Bott\ or 
Lhc gueswl' of honor expressed their 
,thlLnks ,m et de:clared thaL the , 
g range occupied 11 very wnnn sp, t J 

ln lheir h earts. · 
. lV!lHs E. E~Lell1\ Cook or Riley, a 11d I 
J erome 1-l . Ollis or Olive, wc1·c mur- 1 

rle d l·' toll l'Lllll'Y 'l.2, lfl7~. Arter ~L)Clld- 1 
ln,l 211 y.,A,·s of t htilr mu1-i-led life o n \ 
tlrnlt , !LL rm Lhe y r turcd and n ,oved 
to Dewitt village in l\J05. Mr. Pills, 
wl)o will be 80 yeurs old next Oc-1 
tol.Jer, has been a resident of C lmton I 
c\w.u1ty s ince he c1m1e to OIi ve with 
h!!I', pa.renLs at the u.g-e or 2 ye"rs: · 
His wife, who is 4 years his junior, ! 
!~ a - nu.tlvo of l Uley and hlls opcn t : 
her entire lite ln l lllti county. I 

Mr. u11d Mrs. Dlll8 huv<: been !LCL­
lve in gr ange worJ, for more than a ) 

.P..!Uf ~~~~~-Y;J'i~P.~itJ~ 4l ~~fF~_( 
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rr ui L·e,eorate. 6Utff, ~Vectding 
. . An_niversar1J, Ort Febr~qry 22n 

~lvt ." cc,rcmony, com}Jo~ed Ip Vtr.'lo,~ 
wl}lch she committed to memory,1 
many ytH<rs aiso. Jy!r. and Mrs. DIils, 
are Untversctlbts In belie!' li.nd \ I) ,, 
followers of the golden rule. As Ion~ , \ \ S 
a.1 health pi:rmitu:d, they were LtC~- · 1 
Ive In many c; lvlc movements w111ch 
lrnd us their object the upbulldlni:r 
anct be~tcrment of manhood amt 
wo1wi,r1hood u . .11d they have ,...i.l,l.v,t,l.yS I ·been reiidy to l~nd 'a helping ho.pd 

1 wh(;.never and wherevur needecl. : 
A celebration of thei.r golden wed-

[ ding annlver~ary was helcl at their 
home ten years ago. It 1s not otten 
i that a couple are p ermitted to cele-

. \ brate theil' sixtieth annlversary .and 
· we are glad ,th,1t Brother and Sister 
Dllls, whom we al~ hold in sueh high 
esteem, huve· berm spurect to observe! 
ttll, OCCllSIOn. 

We are glad, too, that" they have 
rem/lined true to the grange since_ 

, they-first joined the order, so m a ny 
jyears ago:· .Al though they are no t . 
• uble to met WiLh us often. we know 
j t.helt heru'ts are with . us and ' the. 
mu1w evlclence/j of their t£OOd works 
and the tlOQle influences of Lhe paot ,. 
mujrn us feel _that they arc with us 
whc:n- ever we meet. 1 

·. Among my earliest recollections of ,j 
the grnng,~ Is lhe dlgnlflect and 

• hnpressive manner in whlch both I 
BroLhcr and Si;;tcr Dilll.i fillcct all 

I station:; as;;lg-n ecl ~hem. . 
· ·. Mr: a nd M ro. Dllls nre well knoW11 1 
'1 and hn wi a. large circle of friends ·: 
1,who .wlll join w!Lh us ln exteudwr: : 
\ to ~hem our l1er1rtfi,lt congro.tula• , 
ltlons. 
, 'Tis sixty years flll'\ce vows declared 

Mt. lUl(l ~r~ .Jerome Dilli ·I Whether fulr or stormy w eLtther, 
B~;ii;i;,-;;i:to{t ·:later . Mr.s. Pennell: 18Jxty years slnce they av,r,ied 
Scott ·Pike 'and ·Will· Brlnk~rhoff, I To walk life':; road to~ether. '.' 
then a (ad ·of four years. · Th~ wtd- ,Stalwart, youth of t wenty-five 
clillg trip took · tllem to ~al_em, Fair mald o! twemy-one 
Washtenaw co.tmtY, ·where llv£:cl And to him she 1s as ftllr 

I 
,I 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Dills, 1prorn-
1nent !ll1d highly respected Dewitt 
couple, ,vl!l celeb1·:ue ~heir 60th 
wed<ling anniversary on Saturday, 
Feb. 22. At the la::;t meetint{ of l)e­
witt grange the followini,: ,~ccount. of 
their ll ve~, wri·t,ten by Agrn:s Pik.e 

111i1ny · relatlvt:s f.1,t thttL Lime. I am As_ when life llUcl Just l)cg~n. 
told the winter of ''/6 was mild atW' Dlstmgulsti.ed a1·e they, fhl,;, Slst\'\'., 
the roads were either very rough 'or and Brother . · .Steinharcl~. was reao: · · · 

Emeline Estella, eldest dUUIJh~t 
or Amori a11ct Amina Cook, and 
grandclnughter of Atwell and Lovina 
Simmol)s-Riley's first pioneers­
was born Aug. 6, 1864, on one of the 
,ploneer•mms: In· section 26 In Rlley 
township, Clinton C()Uuty. It is now 
lhe home ot her n!ece, Mrs. M.. D. 
Cutler. · 

vety muctcty. . . . . · Whom, to honor, we may 
-:, · · . , ct Fol' fow there are who CUQ celcbratl) · 

· There .weie no p aved or lm~w\e · Their sixtieth weddLng day. 
roads .11t Lh(lt tune amt 11 _two st~_te~. Exemplary liveti they've always lived, 
op,;n c:;1u·~·lr,~c, drnwn_ by two h<n~:·;,: · Noble prei;ept:, to othern given . · 
wu~ their metlfiij or tJ ave!. · • .. And we know there wa!t.s !or then\ 

Th~y did_ not drlv() lfl!ty m1l9s an Prom.Lsed rewQ..rds In l-1.eiJ.ven. 
hom· · but · usuo.11..Y .reo.cl~~d theV Feb. 22, HJ36. · · · 
ctei;tinaUon. . Agnes Pike E.itclnlHlJ_'d L. 

Wl:le11 the bride Lo be, with her 
pu.rents, went t,Q -~~l:l_n§Jn!r ~o selc<;t 

She attended, the Simmons school the wedding gown. the roads were . 

I
,· and also a select :;chool · l.n De witt, 00 bucl. they were compelled to 1>tay • 
taught by Mrs. Caroline Bement, over p.igl\t and r eturn lwme tile fol - : 
then b~gnn teaching WIien 15 years lowing da,y. Mr. and M rs . Dills lived · 1 
of age. · She taught at Olive Center, with he~· parent:; ror u fe w years, 

I 
the VanDyke. now known· as -the then movecl to Dewftt villa ge. 
P.lowm,1n dlstric t, tl)e Simmons nr1cl In 181JU, t1iey purehasi,d a tarm· In 
the Kincaid schools. · · Olive, Just smith o r ~he :prown 

Jerome Ha2zard Dills W,l\s born In school hot.1.se, 
O!lklf!.nd county, about 16 miles Here they Hved for sixteen years, 
from Detroit, Oct. 21, 11J50. In the m11tdng muny improvements on both 
spnnlJ of _~852, his parents, Mr. 0.)1d I t'llt'ln and oullctJngs. · , 
Mrs. W11).iam pills, came tQ Dew!U . In 1905, they sold this place to I' 
townslup . Lind located on a lary,e · Charles Cole and in 1007 they agitln · 
Jarm. one mile nor~h of Dewitt v1l- cunw to Qewitt vlllag(! and erected 
Jag_e, •Wl\e_re h e grew t;O manhooct. On : the bea uuful home wJ1ere tl)ey h (lve · 
;Uie e.vepp1g <;)f feb. 22, l87tl, at the · since reslc;tecl. Mrs. DUls jolne<t 1 
.})ome . ~n • Hlley, · 1n the J)l'esence of ; south R,ilcy grnnge as a chuner I 
many• in.viced gue,sts, ll:Stella Cook. . m ember in J une, 1874. Mr. 'Dills 1 

1rnct Jera,11111 Dil).s wen, united in ' joJned Dcwltt grnn1re in Apr-il, 1118;!. 
ina-,rhu,e ,l)y Rev . SwlH. t.llen pastqr ! Both hlive held 1war1y all the omccs I 
or ·tlu, Dewitt M. E. clHtrch . . Thuy In the f;l'Ufll:'.C to Wh lcl t ' they wer" 
were attended by Vlolu. Cook. si~wr cllg-il.J lc. .E:Ltcl! one has occupied c11c 
9t c.he brlfle . o.qct Da vtct l:lcot t P1k~. mu.seer's chair $everal yean,. Botl1 1 

Ot the large number · or guest..~ · hnve 11.).so held many oft'ices ln the 
pre~ent on that ·qcco.slon, only four county grange a nd Sister Dills hus 
are living- today. 'l'hey are M ada ' a cted ~ insrnlling· ofilce ,· In subor­
~ , . .JllO.W...:.:..Mtli.,...l.Hw:'1~uJ lJlio.11,t1t....L;01llliY ... -Ann_ ..litf~..rmw~ 
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! Mrs.' Jerome B. Dills, 85, Was 
Lifelong Resident of 

This County 

Mrs. Jerome B. Dills, 85, o{ De­
v.itt, prominent gran11~ member and 
ltfe-long. resident of Cl!nton county 
died Saturday, Sept. 16, after a long 

. illness. Funeral services were held . 

I 
Tuesday at ·Dewitt_ 

Emeline Estella, eldest daughter 

I 
of Amor! and Amina Coale, and 
granddaughter of Atwell and Lovlna 

I 
Simmons, Riley's . first pioneers, was 
born In Riley township, Clinton 

1 county, Aug- 6, 1854. She received 
her education In the Simmons 
school In Dewitt, then began teach­
In g a t the age of 15. 

February 22, 1876, she was united 
in ,.1arri&a,i to Jerome H. DUls, who 
passed on Nov. 11,- 1938. 

, For many years Mr. and Mrs. Dills 
I lived in Riley and in Olive town­
' ships and In Dewitt, occupylng their 
late home since 1907. 

Mrs. Dills Joined South Rilev I 
grange as a charter member, June · 
11, 1874, transferring to Dewitt I 
grange in 1882, and she had been a 
continuous and faithful member or : 
the order fol"' 65 year3. She was al- ' 
so a member or Pomona, the state 
and the national gral)ges and as J 

long as health and strength permit­
ted, she was an enthuslastlc worker 

Sickness Kept This Pioneer Woman A way 
From St. Johns Old Home Week; Parents 

Were the First Settlers _in Riley Township 
The following letter written tr, t he township its name of Riley. 

.J. \\'_ Fitzgerald by Mrs_ Jerome My grandparents on my father', 
Dills tells o! some interesting !acts side. Mr. and Mrs . J oseph and 
alJout tbe early history or ber tam- Charlotte Cook, · were a lso among 
ily and the to wnsh ip of Riley: Riley's first pioneers and locatej 
',fr. J. W. Fitzgerald, inst west o! the Simmons home· 

St. Johns, Mich. stead in the spring o! 1841. Their 
Dear Sir: olpest daughter was the first white 

I regr et very much that sickness marriage in the tqwuship (Chnr-. 
prevemed our meeting with t he lt>tte Cook Newman.) Graud!ath­
nioneers on Wednesday or Home er was a shoemaker by t rade and 
Coming week_ · made t,o_ots and st}oes for the whole 

I was born in Riley township, community for several y~ars. T hus 
_-\u~ust 6th 1854. on the !arm now I have the honor ·of bemg a de-_ 
ow~ed bv ;r_ D. Cutler_ My granrl- scendant or Riley's first pione.ers 
riarents -on my mother's side, Mr. and ~ teacher i,1;1 the rural_ schools 
and ~! rs. Atwell and Lavina Sim- or_ R1lel_' ~-1,.!! d_ Oltvd l0\".nsh1 ps~1·om 
mons were the !irst settle rs of the ~pr1~, l8~t1l the ,, .. ; __ ( 
township. Arriving In the month ·\/'115, -ha'V~ ,;ilway~Jieen a re-_s15Ie , { 
or October, 1 836, with the oxen of the county., .. - . 
and wagon. two children, the My husband, J erome ·Dills:· has 
,·oungest thr ee months old (my been a resident of the county 74 
mother) a !ew household goods i n years anct•is nearly 76 years old .-
a dry goods box, with tne cow tied Resoectrully, · 
beh i nd the wagon. (St. Johns at Mrs. Jerome Dills. 
the t t ime was nothing but a howl- (Nee Estella Cook) 
!n~ wilderness.) grandmother gave Dewitt. Mi ch. 

::::u~~e 0rder which she Iov.ed · so she constantly attended him until 

Many times she-' acted as Install- h-er s trength failed. 
Ing ol!lcer ln subordinate, county Since January, she had been con­
and state granges, using the very fined to her bed, patiently awaiting 
lmprC§lve ceremony; composed In the call which came Saturday eve-
verse, which she committed to·mem- nlng, Sept. 16-

ory, many years ago. Such not ­
ables as the late George B . Horton 
and Mary Mayo were Installed a.s 
state master and chaplin, respective­
ly, by Mrs. Dills. . 

Possessed of a congenial and 
friendly spirit, she will be greatly 
mJSsed by her many friends . During 

· the last long Illness of her husband, 

The funeral was held at the Com­
munity church In Dewitt Tuesday 
afternoon, with Rev. Toy officiating. 
Dewltt grange and Pomona mem­
bers attended in a body_ 

Mrs_ Leon Blizzard and Mrs_ Glen 
Curren sang with Mrs. Donald Reed 
as pianist. 

The pall bearers were four grand 
nnphews, Donovan, Vernon and Neil 
Cutler and Gerald .Plke. 

A niece, Mrs. Maud Cutler, ari.d 
. other relatives survive. 

Interment was In Dewitt cemetery , 
ty,•lrle her husband wl.10 preceded 

1
. 

' 'SS th•m a,.year-.c ' ~. . . 
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JEROME Oll[S, 
. ', .. 

ducu.'tt by LeWL'> Carpenter ,,p.nd 
Ool<!lc l:ir<>Olu,. I le wu.11 lldct LO rnn1, 
in Dew.ltt cemetery amid mauy 
beautiful f loral tributes . 

PIONEER, DIES I 

Well Known Dewitt Man and 
Clinton County Resident 

Since 1852, Su~cu.mbs , 

Jerome H. Dill:;, 88, dkd at his 

home in Dewit~ •Thuractay a;fter- , 
.noon, ..Nov. 17, .following o. long 111-
ness. H.c was widely known nncl,.i 
hlijhJy 1·e1>pecte<l · U1rO\lijl1ot1t t.he 
,~hole commw1lty. ' · I 

Jcrome Hn.zZalid DUJs, :;on of Wll- 1 
11am and l\fa.rla D\llti, and one o! 11 
family of four :ions nnd one daugh- · 
t.er, Wll.'l bon1 in Oakllllld 'county, 
Oct. 21, 1850. 

In tho :,prlng ot 1ll52 Lhe Jan11ly.} 
came to Clinton county LU1d locaL.., j 
ed Oll 11 farm one mi1e north or De- , 

. wltt vlll uise. in Olivi, t.ownst•ip. I 
On Fel>nuuy 22, lll'l6, lie marrlect

1 ' Emllllne &.Lella Qook: or Rlley tOWll- i 
~hip. where L11ey m1Lde their home , 
for >L ~cw yeil.l'll, Jµ.t.er movinir to , 
Dewitt . v!llage. In l8U9, they pur­
chasi;u a form in Olive, whcrt: the_\' 
lived m a.ny years. returning- to Dtt-

·Wltt In llll/7. ·. . . .. ', ~-
' · Mi·. Dills Joined DewiLt grange j 
In AI>rll. lUll.l, holdll1a vi4·1011:; of!i- 1 

: ces, and occupying the nu,sU:r'~ I 
chab- !or eight years. Hti wa.s also I 
u.. ptt.st master nnd a promluinent I 
I 

member of Romona grange nuct ti 

memuer o.( the i;t11-Le Md n11-tiuni1.l 
l:l'tallge. . 

He wns a maw of exemplary hall- I 
l(.s, firm In hL1 bdt.efs of untversui- 1 
ism and (:he ao1<.1en rule. As Jon&" , 
as l1t:o.llh permitted ho was 11.c;tlve 
l_ri_ !l!.fl.!lY .~\vi<; moveir~n_~ :Ybl~~ !:Lad 
as Lhd1· obJecL the beltenneut . oi 
ffiilllklru.\ and wll.5' O.llVO.YS ready LO 
I.end a. h elplr~ hand whenever and 
wherever neede~, 

Mr, • 1rnd Mrs. D ill:; celebrated 
their golden wedding neurly 13 
years ug,o and their liOth anniver­
sary w,11:1 ob:;crved in 19'.l!l. · ,Vfr. 

'Dill:, h ttd bt:en In !a.Uing health [or 
severnl yt!ars and during Lhe pust 
20 JTIOlltl1.5 hild be.en c.;onfln.cd W 

his bed. During t h.!:; tline he wu.-.; 
tenderly wt, tchcd over and cnredl 
for by his falth!ul como.~ n and 

,J:rlcnds. , 
:· 'l'hursday afternoon, Nov. l'J, the 
: call c111n.c to this aged plonoor nnd 
. he l)ILSst:cl peucetully lnl,o th11 t ' 'hav- · 
;' Cll of rest" Jor whlch lie h u.d been, 
. paUently walLing. He J,s survlvecl 
by nts wife, tieVCnd nieces und n epl1- ! 

I 
ews, other r elatlvei; a nd many 
friends. \ 

'I'lle fw1.e.ral was held at t ile Com- ' 

I 
nrnnlty CllUTCh in De witt Su11du.y • 

, tJ.!Lernoon, -with Rev. Toy offlci1Lt-

l lng. NeJ}llews ·or tile deeea:;cd. ac~- 1 
. ed ai; pall bearers-Wlil D rlnk.<.:r - 1 
'.b off, B erL Bri>1kt:!r1)ofl, Clare Dills, 
and Allen Si;.m1pfly. Mrs. E111. j' 

. nllzzard und. Mfc. Evelyn Curn.,n 
SUll!! ',1Bc11uL1ful Lie or somewhere" , 
l,l\d "When Llle Iloll 16 (;ulle<l \J p ' 

i YOHde.r." , j 
Dewitt Grange aUcndect In u body 

as cl[cl al.so Cllmon COUJlly. Pomona. 
~ .1~1--.m~_.Q.\!r!~l..w.':'.1_11L~ f.21:l: 
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C .. DI·E·:s"~ A'v 'T·' ""'s•'3:•n,.,,. .. ,-:., ···· on O!'c, ' 8, 1880, she Wlll:i unil.t!d In 
, murrlt~ge with ~1tlar ~- Dills of 
1 __,--,,....,.--,.,, Olive township. .Io th!:; union two 

chll(lren w1:rn llorh~' Oeny WJllh1m, 
who clti:cl :Nov. 211. ll):l7 trn<l Helen 
IJLullll)!ly, Il l wl\01)1) l,u1lto bilO <llotl· 
'!'hurijctay eveninl{, F1:b. 17 al the 
1we of ll3 """''rn. , · · · ..., , ,r .. ''>l . ' 

J-0llowill' the deat.h ot her hus\ 
~hct Mu{c 23, 1034, Mm. Dills l1vecl 
re!: RlvtJn; r farm 11lone unLil u i;e­
' ure hear 11t_ti,,.pk In Dece~ef, 1039, 
,;Xtecetisl Laled, 11j;ier removal to/ , ·her 
~l1Ul!'l)t_er~1~lllf;l _Where §1:~e Jl~fl bten 
cn.l'ed fol' ~ nee. · ''.,. •: · - 1 

She was a tneiri1Jcr of Ute Dewit~; 
1 Wonum·s Club. Dewitt grnnlle, Clin-\ 

Lon county Pomon(l 'grnl\11.'0, M.l(;hi• , 
gn11 Stat& 1

• i:rnni,re, the n,uioiiµl ; 
gnmge, ,uid u lift: t11crnl;i1,r or D1:wjtt 
Cllnptcr o. E. S, Sh~ bl:l'VCd many ' 
y1, ttr:i as s1,crc~ary for Dt:wltt.~J'l\ll(;lt:, 
Clinton county Pomo1111. grn11i;·ti. De- · 
Witt Slur lodge unct the Clinton : 
.county Pioneer Society. She wu~ De• 
witl correspondent for the Clinton 
Couqty Rcpublicup- N1:ws ut tl,c ~lmc, 

MRS. A.BUIE £. DJLLS of her deulh und had also cone:1-
.E~Lctmed n cwlt.t ltion~r who was ponded ·1or various L1m~ing pnpers , 
taken uy death ,~;:I!. ~7. !:iee stoi·y 011 lnc lu<lii1g tlle North Ltlnsh ,[( n1:conl : 

r tht: .Slate RepubUcun unct lht Lan~ 

i1ntEc 
1

ATH "':l llMS . ~it: ~~~~~ber o r the Un1vcrslllisl 
~ ij . ff I IJ fl " ' church of Lunsi11g, site wits 11 will l,\g 

PIONEER WnM A lt!~~!~t~~~-~~\r~:;,~;~:~;l~~:~;f~'tp:-~ 
1 . ~ Ji l1iJ Survivors urt: Lile <hi.ui;llter, Helen; 

' __ _:' · · · two g1undc.luui;hters, Ardls StumpJly 
Mrs Abbie }i' Dill ' ll A, t · ot Dewitt n,nd Mis. Foresee Lt\nuford 

1 • • , ;,. i;, . ()rH 0 1 D ctro1t;· 2 itrent-1£1 u11ddu11ghLtr~, 
.. pew1tt 1)1 } 857, Pa~~ci,; 1 Karu i..ce a nd S1clt11,y L11111Iforcl; a 

1 · Awi4v 'fi'.,h 27th . . . clt,u~htcr-l11-lli w. Mr~. YIJ111 Dills 1\lltl I 
I"° , : 1' • ·'1',':V':'~,.. • \ · 1 II stcp,vranclclaugtou•r . Mr~. AdcJu!ctc . 
<f: , --- ·· ,,.,.,..,, __ , .. ·i Acre of Detroit; n sjslcr-in-lu.w, M.rs. ! 
I. · 'Jn th( <Je11 ll1_pt Mr~- Abt>!e .$. :om~ I Amelia Otlls oC Mlllllll, l•'Jtt.; \WO 

{;linton county lost one of \t./i oldest nieces, Mr:;. Ethel Alh:t, o! F'luit, anLI 
;:iion eers, a highly esLeeme(j woman M r;i. Frdd~1 ~ckt::tt 01 B;,~tle Creek; 
wt1o wr.::1 wt:ll urn! f ,wo. bl ,, . five ncpnew~. Cha.rles Hutchl11s of 

. .. lll Y .o.l lOW ll. J l~llllL Her'' • t ..., ••·)\ ' 1· " 1 I Bh~ pt1~ect away Thur:,ct>\Y uHtlr- J •. .' "'.'r ~•u...: u_~s o ;--11y on, 
,IIOOn, Feb. 27, iq .. Ul,tl home or h.t:r . }l·II.a1L1cyl·lHutcr·l1D1n~ _of! G l ,ctlY ILU ~!L /1.srcllll; 
,QUUl:[hter, M rs. lfolen Star pf!y D _ u ,· • ns o c.10 L 1,u . cOn:, m t , 1 
livJLL R-1 at Lhe t\ ! ' of 83 l1 .,'. I' or SnI1ta Barbara.. Cult!., be.,ii(les V 
;-,., an ou~stalldini/{tiact /eaL,. 1 ' nlcces a.1icl nephews by m11ni1tge1 

h,b 11nc1 chur!!ti vjorr ~r:' l~~fi gruncj-nl~~~~ 1mct . n_CJllm~~- _gn,4t- I 
WM.Ii nlso uie !'(toVh)g $plrll in tlie 1,11 eat nlei;t~ and ntphews,, c~IJ,lilns 

1 
q 1inr,o11 County ·.v1onecr oocii,ty !Of !l!.ld a \106~ of friends... . ;1•r , . 
muny ye11rli. -- She i;~rved us cone~·- Pµneru l ~urvlces wt:re/ljola_.:t,t-'J:30 

0

p()t1dC_llL fl'Ol!) Dew!W!or the' Itepuµ~ p . m. $un<.lu.y, M!~rch 2, Lt~'~} ~ .r:>ew1t~ I 
llcnn-Newi, a long period, µpct wa,s Community CIIUrCll, Ri:_v .. U ~tOS. A. , 
·"Yldcly acqullintt<I • .t.hroug-hout H\ll'l Toy 0C11ctatlng-. M rs. E),hi., Elli.:i:arc\ I 
·w11ole cornmun'ity-, .. · · · · · · lllll1 Mrs. Evelyn Curron §tm l{ •·p1:au-
'· . J\.Jll\lfllJ. tl:\e l;\fl}ll&e member~ fit•. Llltl! Lsle Of lJointiwherf' l~l)q "Pllt.:e 
lending'· .tht:' rites W1>re: .f\.

0

• B. Cook, LCJ I!'i'\Ct." Mrs. ·l.'1i:at1·lce .l!' ll.el'lltNlllU 
pu~t tn(\ster of _ihe .§tute grnngt:, an<I wns uccompanist. Craniz~ mombe{S 1 

Ill$ wlfo; f[olly ~obhle, -cl\t1trman. of I forinec\ a cor~jon or honor lo tht 
the State ~rnnge 1:xecutlve commit- ch1.1rch and the D ewitt chr1Pter, Q. E. 
ke, 11nt1' Mrs. 'Hubble, chalrm,.n. ol. 8., lllliO Sf\Vtt l}lelr lm.Dr~,s.~lve lniit 

,I.he home cconom1cs commit lee of ntes 11t tt~e · 1llurch. 
the Stilte gra11;tt:; also officers and : pull bet1ri:r~ ' were her 1w1>ht:ws, 
members of the Plln loa UtJq lnglnml. Ohurles Hutchin6 or l"llnt, Herber t 
Pomona !{rn1l l!t:~ und DewlLL !;l'il.n(lt0; Hutchins of Gtlylord, Heit 'fftylOr 
m id four oldtm she11f inen:i.pcrn, 'l'ylcr 1u1et 81,:rt .Brlni!t:dtot! oi Dewitt, u 
Rill ol Lan~lng, i.~wl.s Carpenter ot Qrnnd-nophew, l•'ran.:ls Jl'lke of l<'llnt· 
St. Johus fill{! Mr. ,md Mrs. Lanklon. unct a cousin, Olarencu Hurd of pe,.

1 
., .'\l!l}le .E;)l!Gl.\ lh~t<:)1!ns, t)).e oldest, ot wl~t. ll\Li,npi,nt wai; In Pewit~ i:epie, \ 

· fl~ Jt:hildren of Ei.ra M. aud Helen tery. 'It 'l'hll many bcauLltul ilornl 
Hflrd Hut.chins, 11ll of whom pre- p!t:ce.s and wtll-!Uled pew11 wcrv m uLt, 
Ccdtd l1er ltl dCl\lh, Wfl~ born ln De- Lestlmony o{ ~he C(>L!!Cffi lll wh.lch f...t{e 
wlH_Y!l!allio J~}i'_ 2~,3-~2~ With Lhe li~C!f>cq Wt!:~ )1eld. ·, ' / ·, 
exceptlon of a f ew Y~tu·s 'i,p,.mt"·iil - •-.. · •-· •· .. , -·- --- · ··· ...... · · · 

.Lnns1nl:[ nnd H.oyul Oak, .he,· entire 
1 life wu:; ~pcrit ln or ni;ur Dcw1~t. · 
1. She rccelv1:d her schoolillg Jn the 
.Dewltt school apct ¥rs. Ba:intint'6 He-, 
I kc~ whoot. a nd tr11:11,hl :,cvcn,1' years I h i Vul' lllll.:J dl~trl<:t sd1uul:1 or t • 

~!f:.\M~~. 1J,.;i., .. ,11: •\•~•· 
·-------·--···· • -• .. ··-- ·-----··--·-- - --· --· ,. . 

•I 

.... 



'., 'i ' OM!Ut ~- Df!,U~ ~ ' . : j 
:attending the ctlstrkt school, also! 
the Bement iind Pratt' select: r;choob~·. 
In Dewitt yJll~i,re. · · 11: 

0,1 Dec. 8, 18lJ0,Alt Hoyal Oalf 
Michigan. he was \mited in rnu.rriage 
lo IVJ]!lll Abl.llo E. I-111tcl1ins IJ( De- . 
WILL .. 'i'l1i;y livo(I will, u,,, Ul 'U(JIH'~ 

purents in Olive w:o years, one y1:ur 
. on a rented (,1rm In Dewit.t and iu . 
. ll!84 ~hey pu,rchn~cd the former 

I. Julh.ili ·Oillett fa.rm on Sec. 0, Dewlr;t 
township, wtlere tney have smce re­
sldoct, celebratlnB' their goldt:H w~d-
dlng· ~nnlve1•:;;a.ry there ln Hl30. •. · ·' 

Mr. Dlll,a WuS [l ln<llllber of . thP. 
Unlvers,dl~t chl,lrch 11t Lansjng, als\>1 
1l member of Dewitt CirUll!(I:!, 9lintun' 
County Pomona' Orange., M1ch1gunl 
Stat& Grange, National Grange andj 

\ the Qlint,on Cf!,µ1,~y Plon.e~r §9,: 
f~cy. . · 1 
' , Punernl services were h eld at the 
. w·. H . Joy funcrul home, Lansing,' 
·MondliY. March 21i, ut 2 p. lTI. WHh 
Hev. Roscoe A: Wp.lters ufflciat!al{ . 
. Mr. and Mrs. Mll,rc Outler sung anq· 
the l)llll bearer~· were five nep(\<!Wt\ 1 

Wll\, Hert; 1t\1tl , ])1111 Urlitkerl\ofC 
Ber~ Taylor, Clulr Dills, unct a de­
v9te~ frlwd, . ~,(l.\yrt>nce Fe1ghping. 

·rntern1L.:nt wa~ \n Dewitt · cemetery .{ 
· 81,1,rvlvln~ nro Ln'c, wtdow, a d1H11l'h- ' 
tl' .. J", Mrs. l·Ielen Sttllllpfly of Dcwllt 
(own.ship, ll son, Qcny W . Dills or 
I.Je,trolt, fl g:ru.nct ch1u~hter, Anli1 
Su,mpfly, nn· aged brother, Jci·omr: 
Di(l.s. or QewJLt, qwec nel~es, M:-s 
0encvicve 'l'1iylor oi DcwiLt, Miss 

. Bl~nche Dilh and Mrs. Ella Pierce, 

I uoln RITES ro· n i~i~s~0~~if ;J:~~-~~l'l~~f~it,sveD~~~t n u I r ff\ I William D .' Brinl;c:rhoff and Clim­
' ' D ills oJ' Ltu1sl!,g, Ht,gh Dills uf, "0 u MTY p ION [ F n; \: ~?'~~~;r~/.u~~Ol\~\~'.l, ~~~,l~\JLCn~~llt, ·. ~ DI I • l;'™'n1 othe r 1•1:,ll}Ljvcs. · . 

--
1 Mr.·Dilhi W!\6 I). lll!ll'} 01' nn.c char- : 

' Clinton Resident fo~ MQre I ncle1·; ·11 kl(,d hu~1J,.,nc1 a n d loving · · -I !aLhe1·. The num(:tou.s flo11;11 tnbutcs 
Tha,:i 4 Score Year!;! 1we1c mute to~tlmuny ot tho Jove 
· 8 · d , t D 'tt. · / and n ,.,pect p! the r.x1opl<l umon~ ,. une a OWi · .. " .. , / whom he_lhect an.ct work.:d. A ~oocl 

• .. • i mu.n has !lOnc t.p h )~ reward. ·1 
Pcwl~t.-Omar Benjamin Dills'.- 85 ; ·• ,., · · · ~-'---- --- -·. ·-~---,-

;! a pi.Onee1\ resident o! Clinton CP\ln., : 
, ty, died .sµddeuly Friquy mominl,{ ' 
l Mar cJ1 .. 1'3, l!l34, o! a heart attac;~ 
: I-fr \XllS the. third or u family ' of six 

()hlldren ~ Wi1llam afid M,:1rla Hll­
Hkel' Dills, and ·was born In F1mn­
lngLon, Michi11.an, Sept. 2U, 1811! • 
When ·-. ye11r~ or ag·e he enme With 
his parent~ to a farm In Olive town­
ship, one mile l.J.Orth pf Dt:wllt vil­
lage\ , v,:here he l;'l·ew ui manhood 



from t he Scrapbook of C . Harry Moon Funeral Cards 

Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) Now owned by 

Ella Amelia Dills- July 20 , 1859 - Mar . 30 , 1949 
89 yrs. 8 mos . 10 days 

Vincent Funeral Home Wed . Aoril 6 , 2:00 p.m . 
Rev . C. Harry Moon DeWitt Cemetery 
Pallbearers : Bert Brinkerhoff , Allan Stampfly , Bert 
Taylor, Albert Mack , Russell Sibley , Kyle Brown . 
Soloist : Miss Margaret Fuerstenau 
Accompanist : Mrs. Henry Richards 



Obituaries f r om the Scr apbook o f C . Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney ll984) 

Services were held from 
DeWitt on Wednesday , April 6 
f ormer Clinton resident , who 
March 30. 

the Vincent Funeral Home in 
(19 49 ), for Ella A. Dills, 89 , . 
died in Miami, Florida on 

Ella Amelia Bowke r was vorn at Mt. Pleasant on July 20, 
1859, the daughter of Albert and Lucinda Bowker. The Bowker 
family moved to Clinton County, where she grew to womanhood. 

On Februa ry 20, 1878, she was married to Winfield Scott 
Dills in DeWi tt. To this union two sons were born , Clair B. 
and W. Scott. The Dills also brought up an orpan girl, May 
Johnson , now ~rs. Arthur Moses, of Pembroke, Kentucky . 

Mr. & Mrs . Dills lived in DeWitt and vicinity until 
1911 when they moved to Miami with t heir son, Scott . Mr. 
Dills passed away in 1923. 

Mrs. Dills made frequent visit s to Michigan until she 
fractured her hip ofr the second time, a number of years 
ago, being bedridden ever since. 

The deceased was an active member of the DeWitt Grang e 
and of the Clinton County Pomona Grange as long as she lived 
in Michigan. Members o t the DeWitt Grange attended the funeral 
in a body . 

. _Surviving are 2 sons, Clair, of Lansing , and Scott , o f 
Miami; a grandson Ernie R. Dills o f Charlotte; two grand­
daughters, Mrs. Ella C . Scott of Lansing, and Mrs . Ruth 
Schoe~ , of Miami , and seven great- grandchildren. A sister, 
Mrs. El~en Hoover , and a half brother , Ernie Bowker, who 
was ~ur i ed at sea during the Spanish- American War, pr.eceeded 
her in deat h . 

Rev. C. Harry Moon officiated at the services and Margaret 
Fuerstenau sang "A Perfect Day" and "The Lord ' s Prayer " , 
ac~ompanie~ by Mrs . Henry Richards . Pallbearers were Bert 
Brinkerhoff, Bert Taylor, Allen Stampfly , Russell Sinley, 
~lbert Mack and Kyle Brown, nephews and cousins of the deceased . 
Interment was made in DeWitt Cemetery. 
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Winfield S. Dills 

As the moon steals silvery into the light flakes 
of clouds, like a summer wind breathing softly over 
sleeping valleys in the quiet in the night , Winfield 
Scott Dills departed this life at his home in the land 
of flowers, in Miami, Florida, Saturday, September 29, 
1923; as quietly as the sun sinks behind the mountains. 

The funeral was held at the Baptist church Friday 
afternoon, Oct. 5, and was largely attended by a host 
of former frields and associates. Rev. G. H. Ashworth 
pastor of the Universalist church of Lansing off iciated, 
reading from scriptures the 46th Psalms and John 14: 1-6; 
the theme of his discourse was developernent of Faith in 
God. Mr. and Mrs. Marc Cutler sang, Mrs. Willaim F. 
Kraas, pianist. The pall bearers were William V. Case, 
Frank L. Hurd, Elmer Lankton, Charles Henning, James 
Ranney and William E. White. The floral tributes were 
beautiful . Burial was made in DeWitt cemetery. 

Mr. Dills was born in Oakland county, Michigan, 
Jan . 3 0 , 18 4 7 • 

In 1852 when but a child he came with his parents 
William and Maria Dills to this county, locating in Olive 
township, here Winfield grew to manhood; reared in those 
days as he learned through experience, the hardships and 
privations incident to pioneer life. 

On Feb. 20, 1878, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Ella Amelia Bowkar; to this union two sons were 
born. 

Mr. Dills was a continuous r esident of this vicinity 
and village for 59 years, and was a man noted for his 
congenial disposition and public spirit, one who knew the 
true value of frields, of whom he had many throughout 
central Michigan. In October, 1911, he and his family 
took up their residence in Florida where he passed the 
last 12 years of his life. 

"He has gone even as golden autumn sinks into the 
tomb of winter." 

For years he was a member of DeWitt Grange and 
Clinton County Pioneer Society. 

He is survived by a devoted widow, whoses hopes 
live where angels dwell, two sons Clair B. of Lansing 
and ·w. Scott Dills of Miami, Florida, three grandchildren, 
three brothers and a sister: Charles J. of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, Omar B. and Jerome Dills and Mrs. Ella Brinkerhoff 

T of DeWitt. · 
And today tears blur the vision, as eyes are focused 

on the new made grave and a watchful eye will keep faithful 
visage over all :that r emains of the departed. 



,,...--.,._ 

I -- ·-r --- - - ·- ---·- - - · · - - - -
~; ~:.-·t--••·:~, Celebrate Golden Wedding 11 1t-1no 
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I 
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MR. AND MRS. OMAR B . DILLS 

Mr. and Mrs. Omar B. Dills of Mrs. Hutchins. Mr. and Mrs. Dills 
Dewitt, ente1·tained Mr. and Mrs. received a number of gifts to re­
Herbert Hutchins of Lansing. Mr. mind them if the occasion. Mrs. 
and Mr~. Jerome Dills, Mr. and Dills had on the table a linen table 
Mrs. Elmer Lankton. Mr. and Mrs. cloth given her by her mother as 
Hcmer Brazee, Mr. and Mrs. Willis ,1 wedding gift 50 years ago, which 
McLouth and Mr. and Mrs. Allen is in excellent condition in spite of 
Stampfly and daughter Ardis, all )ts many years of service. 
cf Dewitt. at, their home Monday Callers of the day were Mr. and 
afternoon, Dec. 8 in celebration of Mrs. Ernest Gibbs and Mrs,.-Eliza­
thc-11· 50th wedding anniversary. beth Hurd of Lansing. Mrs. Hurd, 
. The afternoon was spent in visit- . aged aunt of Mts. Dills, recited 
mg and recalling by-gone days. "Silver Threads Among the Gold," 

I 
Refreshments of ice cream and cake quite a feat for a woman past 80 
were served by Mrs. Stampfly and (Continued on page 3, column 5) 

\DEWITT COUPLE 
1 . r WED 50 YEARS 

(Continued from page one) 
years of age. , 

Mr. and Mrs. Dills were alsO re­
cipients of a postal shower, rece1v- . 
ing over 60 letters and cards from · 
friends and relatives. Tre9:sured 
among these were two air mail let­
ters from California, one being from 

' Rev. H . B. Bard, their former pas­
tor of the Universalist church at 
Lansing, the other from Ralph Ty-

' ler Flewelling, now direct.or of 
philosophy at the U. of Calif. Mrs. 

l Dills was the latter's first teacher , : I and has kept In touch with him • 
all these years. 

l Mr. and Mrs. Dllls are in good 
health for their years. M'.. D111s 
farmed .part of his farm this year. 
He .is 82 and his wife 73. Mr· _~ills 
has resided within about a mile of 
Dewitt village since he was 3 years 
of age, coming here from . F~rm­
ington, Oakland county, M1ch1gan, 
where he was born, Sept. 29, 1848. 

Mrs. Dills, formerly Abbie Hutch­
ins was born in Dewitt village 
Juiy 22, 1857 and has i;pent prac­
tica JJy her entire life here'. a few 
years being spent in Lansmg a~d 
Royal Oak. She was a teacher m 

\

the schools of Clinton a~d Ingham 
counties before her marriage to Mr. 
Dills and for many years has _been 
correspondent for the Repubhcan­
News. They have lived at their 
present home "Riverside" farm, a 

\

mile southeast of Dewitt since 
1884 Two children were born to 
the~. Gerry w. Dills of Detr~lt 
and Helen Stampfly of Dewitt 
township. 

1 
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0 1 re and a resident of .11s ,01111fy 1ur l!i , ,. . u· 

l,omc of his son l'l1isca:o~'Jl , icd at the 
nmnty, thi_s stat~, on tiw .\0J10~ ll{onlroc 
i . ~s bom m Canwa cou~ . J~s . 1e 
J:-;02, re1110ved to t"! • ·t t ty, N. ~-, rn 
I "'O I lC s ll e of 01110 . 
'iu w 1ere he Ii red until 18u8 I Jill . 

1 ,'llloYed to this •:ount, . . , w 1en. 1e . 
,:ere bro11 .. ht to ti• 1}- ~ll1_1:1 remains 
, --1 " 11s l> ace ,or 1nte. t , 
.t ic fnneraf at tl1c Ila it· iuien . ; 
largely attcn,lcd bv t/ .1st churcl! was I 
,tild nei••hbor~ 'l'J · . le m~uy fneuds , 
M the d~eeascti h,n~! tlm~cdiate friends : 
Ltr:,:e o.:irl'le of f·· -~e symµathy of a • 
::nccs. 1 ienus and acquaint-

L,<;o. 
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FlflY-THR[[ Y[ARS 
Mrs. Wm. Dille Had Lived in 

Clinton County 

MARRIED 61 YEARS ACO 

!la Survived by Hu6band, 0au2bter 

and Four Sone 

Mrs. \\'illiam Dills. a resident of 
Olive tow11,;;hip since 185:!, passed 
away \\Teclu csila~• afternoon. ut 4 
o'clock, ot' ol.l age, at t.hc home of 
h ~r duughter, Mrs. OJ.ell Briuker• 
lioff. 

Mn.ria Hillikrr "·a~ born in Letl• 
.yard, ~f~ub4iu county, New York, 
AUb'11St rn, 18·!5, Sh~ movcil to Mich­
igan when a yooug lady aud resirled 
for a time nt Farmingfou, Oakland 
-county, wher~ f h \· wt1s uuifcd iu 
mnrriage to '\' illiam Dill5, JuJy 4, 
1844, .uud her aged compauiou, who is 
·& years of age. ~nTTi..-es her. 

Mr. a ud Mrs. Dills mo\·e,l fo Olh--e 
township iu 1s;;t aut.1 purchased a 
farm upon whi ch the v re:-i,le<l until a 
few yea.~ ago, v.1,eu failiug healrh 
compelled theru fo J,rive up active lu• 
bor Rill! the, r,•mo,·e,l to the home of 
their daughtt.•r. Mr;,;. Dills wns u 
ltighty . respl:'C'tc,1 lad't" ancl oue of th~ 
1Je~t kuowu iu OliYe· f.owush i11. Shi• 
wn.,._ a metnl>t!r of flit• Cliutou Uouur,· 
PiouA!'r So<-h~fy aml of rlu- Uuin·rs:;·. 
list. dmn·h, of Dt.!WitJ for ruauy 
,Years 

Be!-.icles her hu.-;baU1l she i~ sun·ivN1 
by lher tlaugh rt>r, l\lrs. Briukr rhoff, 
-four SOlli--, Charle;,, of Couufil Blnffi-, 
::Iowti; Omar uud \\". S. Dill~. o t' D t•· 
witt. aU<l Jpromc- Dill,.,, of Oli\'c She 
is 1dso survh·ed by te u grau.k ltildn: 11 
.a.ml oue ~nm t grnudsou 

Mr,;.. D ills w:.1. s t111~0M\1i-t ot·six d1il• 
<lren, ·wh,1 w1•r1• all li\'iUJ.r uul il two 
W<·1:k~ n~o wh1•11 ti ll' clt•ath nf lll'r gh,. 
~Cir, Mr . .:. Fauuy !\ id1olH, who rc.'iith·d 
1u Oaklau1l couuty, occnrred. The 
youugest. of the four brother~ aml sis­
t c,t"N uow snn:h·iuf:' i ~ pn~r <1 "f'eii.r$ of 
ug-1'. T Iii"\' ar,, Mrs. H. R. \\'ilco,. of 
Olin•; MT ..... Ella Cuou!ey, of Detroit; 
Audrt•w Hillik,•r. of Bay C ity. aurl 
Balllwiu H illiker. of Oaklaud couut-r. 
A faruil~· rcauinu was a lwa.'"°s ht:hl Ou 
Chr istmn..: uutil th1.· failing- lwalth o f 
·MN. Dill~ mad,• it im1lt1:-::.:ihlP tlii:-
y,·.ir. 

Obituary. 
William Dillu was Uorn In Cayuga 

Co., New York . . S-,ptember 10, 18?0, 
Whe n ten yeur~ of Hge, he accon1 pJ11-
Jed hiH purents to tturon county, Ohio . 
Jn 184:! he came to Oakland county, 
:Mtchigau. lo 18H he· was married to 
Ml•• Murie llllllker, alsQ ol Oakland 
county. ln ·,1852. they came to Olive. 
Clinton counlY, and bought 80 acrou 
or lund wlth lJUt small Imp rovement 
and H log houtte, This Carm hl situated 
one mlle north of Dewltt vlllng~. From 
time to thue Mr. Dills purcluu;ed other , 
luncl untu u t one lime ho OWU(HJ u. 
large u r cn. j 

I lo went with u threshing mnchtue ; 
111111c u numhor or yeurs ar1er coming ! 
to Clinton county, wheu the oJd la8h• ' 
ioned horso 1u,wcrs were u~ed. Like 
ttJI true )liolle~rs he met with many 
tlrawOacki; uud dlsl.tJ>JJolntments, but 
lie did not turn Ouck or falter l>y the 
way1;1ich~. u~ lh t! tine farm and comfort• 
able rariu buildiug1,4 e rected by him 
tu the pa~t 1,how. I 

ln l kE.t;, ho with Vurney )•enrce, 
boul{ht u HHW mlH than staudlng one• I 
hair mllu wm1I. uf n tiwlH vlllllge. 'J'h(ly 
wt·1't! 11urtut•r ~ In lllu 111111 ubout lh'e 
)·ears. They then sold out and Mr. 
Dills returned to his rurm work. About 
30 years ago he sold hi~ farm and 
went lo li\·e with hht duughtcr, Mr~. 1 
Bllu Brlu kt}rhof(, juijl n<·roHH the wuy I 
from the oJU homeijteat.l. He hos re­
aided wtrh her ever slnt.:e. Slx cltll• 1 
dren wtire burn to Mr. uud Mr.. Dllh:l. 
Fivo sonij 11nd one (h1ughter. One 
t.on. \Villie, 1►ai:ssed away 1n childhood. , 
1'hoHe li\'lng rtru Ch1u·lew, or Couucll 
lJJurrij, lowu; W. 8. of Mtuml, J!'lortda. ; 
0 . U. untl Jerome of Dewitt and the 
daui;hter. Mr•. !!;Ila Br'nkerholl with 
whom' he lived nnd. who ao tenderly 
cared for him In his declining years . 
.He Is al~o surv ivell by 10 grandchll­
<lren und seven great-grumlchUd1·en. 
Mr. nmu wne the Just one of a famlly 
or l<•n to 111uh1 uwuy. Hu. wui:s ,•ery 

!~~~~:lr~~~s~ t~l~/:v:o~hde 1::~~~:~d ,~!~ I 
Jet the work drive him. I 

Political)y hQ wus a ltt'e long repub. 
Hean and has held various tnwortant I 
town QrHcet>l. He was well kuowu 
throughout the county aa a. man ot 
upright c llurncter, ster ling worth and 
tldellty to 1irl11c1t1le. Ile was a m•m• 
ber of the Clinton County Pioneer 
society. ~ uhm u member of t he . 

·1Jnlvc1·1:>uli1:>t • <:hurd1. His t'ulth · wus 1' 

firm that 1.omo whel'e a.ntl eomc time 
all would be united in one great ram~ I 
Hy where all would be Joy, hap1>lneas I 
and love. He lully believed In the 
words written by Whittier: 

I kuow not where }jla Islands llrt 
Their fronded palms In a lr, 

I ooly know [ cun not · drift 
Beyond His lov" nnd cure. 

.Mrs. Dill1:1 ,pa1:1:sed a.way eight years 
ago Ia::a December. ltl r . Dills always 
nmurnell hf!r depttrture, bUl he hae 
11ot mourned aH one without ho1,o, 
IJµt looked forward to the meeting 
with his JovcU ono1:1 lu the l>etter lnud I 
whoro tenrs nnd aorrows uro no more. 
He hud lJean gradually failing ror u 
long thnt..•. IJe wu:s 11allcnt through/ 
hla Jlluet1t1. llo 11ulotly 111,unmd o.wuy I 
last Wedneaday, Mny 1:1111, 1914, ut 
t.11-., rl110 Ohl LlfStJ o r ~;J Y~lt.rtt, 8 mouthtt 
anU three duye. 

'l'ruly It muy lm Hultl or hlm, 11 .:oo d 
man )nus been called home and the 
world has been made bette r and 
brfghter by his havi ng lived In lt. 
His funernl was held al the Ha11llst 
chureh In l>cwJtl, Soturduy, M1ty l7tb, 
19H. Tht: church was well lllled with 
&yropa thlzlnK friends n1Hl nelbhhorn. 
Jlov. F'. C. A l h.llug~r. JIU.tit0r of thtt 
Jo~Jrttt Unlve1'a.11ll~t church In l~ttnl:\lng, 
ort\ctn.ted. Interment In Uowltt cem• 
ctery. 

Relatives nnd friends rrom away 
were M n. ~ren Knigh t, Mr. aod Mrs. 
Abram Carney ol Day City, Charle~ 
Hilliker or Farmington, Mr: and Mrs. 
John Hardenburg and Cary Dills or 
Detroit, :Mrs. Charleli Lutz ot Okewos, 
Mrs. Pond, Mrs . Edgu,· Hurl'I. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Gibbs and daughter, Mar­
Ju.o, ot Lu.u~iug uud Mrtt. Lydia Pen· 
11ell ol St. Johns. 



DOBSON, 
WA.RREN E. 

Lansing 

Age 92, died June 28, 
1989 following a brief 
illness. He was born in 
Quincy, MI on Septem­
ber 21, 1896. Over 20 
years of being "Mr. 
Pumpkin" made War­
ren very special to the 
many groups of chil­
dren who visited· his 
farm on WoOd Road, 
following his 'retire­
ment in 1961 from the 
Michigan Farm Bu­
reau after 35 years of 
service. Extensive gar­
dening, travel in- the 50 
states, and writing po­
et r y were his .plea­
sures. He was a mem­
ber of the First 
Presbyterian Church; 
the Lansing Farmer's 
Club, High ' Twelve, 
DeWitt Chapter #30 
O.E.S., and was a 70 
year member of Mt. 
Ve rnon Lodge ,jH6..6 
F.& A.M. of Quincy, 
Mr.'' He was preceded 
in death by his wife of 
53 years, Esther, in 
1985. Also 2 brothers, 
Elmer and Alton; and 
2 sisters, I na and Ger­
trude predeceased 
him. Survi ving are 
daughter, Elaine Sco­
vill and husband, Rus­
sell : 4 grandchildren, 

Roger a-nd wife .Shir­
lee, Douglas and wife 
Rebecca, Kenneth and 
wife Amy, Jeanette 
Adams and husband 
Michael; 3 great 
grandchildren, Cara, 
Bethany and Joshua; 
sister, Mildred Way of 
Phoenix, AZ. Religious 
services will be con­
ducted by The Rev. Al­
bert L Jeandheur, In­
terim Pastor at 2:30 
·p.m. Friday in the 
Molly Grove Chapel of 
First Presbyteri an 
Church, corner of Ot­
tawa and Pine St., with 
interment in Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gar­
dens. Pallbearers will 
be Roger, Doug and 
Ken Scovill, Steve and 
Dan Dobson and Mike 
Adams. The family 
will receive friends in 
the Estes-Leadley 
Greater Lansing Cha­
pel from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m, Tttursday and Mr. 

· Dobson will lie-in-state 
at ·the Church from 
1:30 p.m. until service 1 
time Friday. Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the First Pres­
byterian Church or to 
East Lansing Older 
People A.L.F.A. Pro­
gram, 201 Hillside Ct., 
East Lansing 48823. 



le Beco1nes 
Price, Jr. 
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Concluded tro 
.aeh (but 110 other room) in th. 

, :Andrew Zynda on Cambridge· J 

from a huge tree removed fro 
and Lester Davidson, Mrs.' ♦......L 
Zynda's .fath~r. when they 01 

built the Mai~ street bridge. : ; 

1g vows were spoken 111 
sbytcrian c~urch Satur• 
ing by Mls.5 :Sern~ce He!• 
Ile, daughter of Mr. and 
orge Leo Bendle of Yale, 
~a.rd Oai;sell .Pl.ice, Jr . .Rev. 
_ VRnderMeu,en, a~s!stkd 
Alfred Eddy of Yale, o!fl-

Thl11 room wHl be used as a (\I, 

clownsta.lr.s ' pla.yro
1

om by small o•· 
sons, Da11ld and Mlcliael, in defer; · ha 

H ence to whose fingerprints even a' 
the sllpco~ers ha.v(l been cho!\en \ 

' I 

r ice .\.~ t he son or P ro!. and 
C. Price, 630 Snyder rd., 

In charcoal grey. Their gay, , 
yellow-curtained nursery window!! B l 
overlook the Country Club go!! 

ani:lng. course. 
Jrride wore a white satin The Zynda 's house l11 a large, 
oe p,-own fMhlnnecl with n red brick ,met White trim dest~nerl 
bO(l!ce o,nd oH the ~houhtar by lt,n vernaWo younK oW'nom with 

•! nylon llluslon with a so.tin the thought In mlnd of blending 
~ collar covered with a band their own desire for modern with 
:e. their Cambridge rd, neighbors' 
· nylon illusion fingerUp veil , preference for tro.dltlon . 
• 1eld by a. Jnllett.e l~ce cap. The result, still in the finishing 
carried a white orchid on a. process, ls a.ttractlve - Georgian 
~ Bible . with white satin colonial In effect, ·with n. marble 
,lners and stephanoth MRS. EVERETT B. ARNOl.D, JR. - entrance hall and Ii. sweeping stair 
rs. D~vld G. Eidredge, the • , ,. • whtch . will some day have a 
egrooni's sister, was mal.ron o! ·wrnught-iron staJr-ra.ll. Just now 
)1', Hor gown wns white frosted De1nari·s DotSO'" . lt's contrived ,of orange cra.tes to 
mdy over white tRHcta with '" keep the chlldren·rrom !ailing of t 

s l e e vc s and a. .run ,5kirt. B B id It. · 1 • • 

· whl1,e organdy cap was ecOmeS . r e-l ; • .• Ltvlng·ln 1;he middle of the in• 
urned with na.rrow :rurrle.s and · · · ' terfor decorat;lng does not bother 
~ carried I\ colonial bouquet ot In .De f,f/ itt Chu,;ch' ', ·, , · Mrs. Zynda. at all. ''It's 00 con-
1lte sweetpea.s centered wit,h 'Venlent." she says, "to be right, 
llow roses. on dedk to makhco1ors,mlxp;iint, 
The brlde~m~lds, Mrs. Edward DoWltt, Communlty church wn.!: t ell people where t o put thlngs." , 

V. Arnlrene of Ya~e a:nd Mis~ , •• · · Pastels preriominate through l,he 
A:a ry We:i,mouLh of Yale, wore _the scene of the wedding 01 lVllSS rooms, especially pink and blue. 
:owns similar t-0 tlie matron or Demarls Ma.rgn.ret Dotson, daugh- The kitchen h as blue walls, a blue 
/lon or's. Th,,ir colonial bouquets 1. ter of William B . Dot;son, R. 4, linoleum floor and, blue r:hlntz 
of -aweetp~o.s were centered with and Everett B. ·Arnold; Jr., Sat- curtains w!th pink butterflies, Pj11k 1·o·cs M•1·v Elliabett1 Van · flowers "nd fl~.h . . It !~ c1·1v1-'eed 

· ·' .. · a " , - urday· n.tteriioon,' Rev, La Vern· 0 a Wmkle of Howell, cousin ot t he into three units w!th places !or 
'bride, wa.s flower r,irl. Bretz offlclated at the double, , , dlnlng, cooking and 111.undry. 

R.olx'rt F. Price or Lontsvllle, rln11: ceremony. Ot.h~r "drcam .. hou,~e•• feat.in·M 
Rf, wns h is brother's grooms~ Mr. Arnolcl'.s pa.rent:i a,•11 Mr. ·a.re Lhe midnlp:ht-blue dlning room 
m11.n. Sci ving as ushers were .Gil• an d Mrs. E:vcrett B. Arnold, 1216 ' wih grey veiling a.net carpet, sheer 
:1ert Bird of Flint, the bride- N .. Grand Rlver 11,ve. whlte nylon-ov&-fol:le draper ies 
gronm'5 cousJn : DRvid G. :E:ld· The bdct!J•~ gown WSl.8 candle• printed in silver and gold . .. the 
i·rdge, 1-11e brldegroorn 's brother• Ught slipper sa1;in wl~h a mted , flamingo pJnk and white draperies 
in-ktw, a.nd Richard. S. Bn,c<m. bocllce, mandarin colla,r, and cops. in the p ea.fl-grey living room. · 

Fo r her dRup:hter's wedding, Mrs. over Chl!ntllly Ja,ee ~leevM. The " • ,. 
Beadle chose "' watermelon sb!\rle full skirt swept In to a full ca- JN BETWEEN 

1 crepe diner gown wit,h pink'. acces- th~dral Jemi;th train. ' • 

J 
rnri cs aild pink or chids . .Mrs. Price Her Imported French silk JIIu. · From , a modent house like the · 
clonned a. c!Ust,y pink rose print sion flngerlip v~il was held ln WiLtsons• or a combination like the 
dinner gown l\lld wore an orchid. place by a wreath of pea.rled (It• : Zvncw,s', the next · s tep ls t-ri,cll- . 

I Miss Lois Kelley, organl.~I., a,e- nnge blo~soins. She carried ,a eo- t lona1. '111Js, brings u,; up to t.he 
companied MJss Hat.tie Elston, lonlal bouquet of while roses nnd a ttractive Americ11,n ran<;h h ouse 

i rnlo lst. gl dloll bell1g bunt by Mr. and M:rs. o. 0. 
A reception in th e church par- ' tnss ·orei;a Perrv. mald o! hon- . Sprowl on N. Hf1.rrl~on rd. • 

!ors followed the wedding. Mrs. 01, . wore yellow nin.r qulsettP ovPr . . lt has thrcP. living rooms. one 
Erwln Bc>nclle 11nri Mr~. Archlo l.atrcf·.a The gown ras hloned wit h •.~ will be huge nnd formal. !urnlshed 

!1~~~r-at~~': ;t~n~~e b~~J~~• ~s~ _a front sklr't panei llf rn(f_l~.s. n.lso . :~~f..<;;~~1,!fe<:ue;\n/~t~:\st~~ 
Freel Taylor cut the cRke. llacl ~ hoop sk.trt. H er mit.3 an~ ~he bnclc or the house with rows 

A, sls Ung al, the reception wete plct.m e hat .were matchlnQ,'. · Her or wind ows all around three sides. 
Miss Kay Roehm, Miss Mildred :10"':'ers wcr~ yellow gladloll and The third room is a combination 
Mobley, Miss Dorothy s1·,cphens , I';i.llsman rose1;. library-d en --guest room. And· th ere 
Mrs. Wolter VanDein, Miss Mary ~rn. MHton Stevens, !Jrldes- · ls a. lnrge recreat,lon room Jn tl1e 
,fane Plumer nnd MIM Helen maid. wore an orchid gown , tyled hast'mcnt. '111ere are also three 
ltir:hnrdson or Evurt. lil,n that of the lllR.ld of hon or bedr')(lms 

Th couple will be at. home at and c~nied pink gladioli blossoms ,"We're· thinking or our seven 
40(1 Lnthrop st. when they return and prnk r oses. ; . ~rn.ndchlldren," Mrs. , Sprowl ex-
from their two-week wedding t rip Anne Folnn, niece of the bride, plains, "and want; to have lots or 
to Lake Placid. 

1 
WM flowergM and wore a green room for them 1:0 visit us ." They 

The bride attended Michlg1tn dress with yellow sa.sh. are the children of Mr. and Mrs. 
S t.n te college and Bos1,on univer- Doyle Smith was groomsman, Charles Sprowl (who have four) 
sit,y. She WM 11ffill a tert with Zete. Norman Balmer, soloist, wa.s and Mr. and Mrs. ,fames Sprowl 
Tau Alpha ~oro rity. T he brlde- n.ccompan led on the organ by . (who have three). All live in Chi-
groom attended Cornell university Ml~s H elen M oon_. r ca~<>. . 
a.net ls "' ~tuclent at Michigan state Reteptlon assistants ln ' t.he Charles Sprowl · and his small 
college. church parlors wel'e Miss No,rma daughter, Sus ie, are expected any 

Decker and Mlss Jnnet Lankford. t ime for a short vlslt,-in the okl ~'lrs. Ardene, fliHey 
~ eds Vance Lac1cey 

(Sr>ccial to The Stn.tc J o•~rrlR.I) 
LAKE ODESSA - 1vlrn. Al'dene 

''Hiley bec11.me I.he brlde o r Vance 
' Ckcy_ AUi',, G at 2 p. m. a~ 

Thr couple will be at home n.ft- home on N. Walnut. though, as 
er Aug. 19 on DeWitt rd. follow- the ne-w one won't be flnlshed 
Jng , n. wedding _trip to Gle11son, untiI Oct. 1. 
Tenn. • • • 

t.rndnn!Jll were Mr. and Mra. Frnnlc 
Prost.; Jr., o( Laike ()(Je&<;a . . 

The brlc!e wo.re a ~•ellow n ylon 
r-heer over yellow tn ffet,ll. with 
,,,, .... , l n,.,, n. s,t ::: i .. , H -.. ,,. ... tpl-• --A - - -

RUTT.,DlNO,' BUTLOJNG! 

oti1er , En11t Lansing. builders, 
who w<>n't ·be . moving In until 
i;nuch lHter, •.ire Mr. and Mrs. 
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Ohltuary. 
Died at her ·home In Flint, Mich., 

Sept. 6th, 1912, Leah Viola, wife of 
Anurew J. Hath, aged 

0

28 years. five 
months 11nd 20 days. Leah Viola 
Drake, daughter of Orton and Ellza­
beth1 Drake, was: born In "\'l'atertown,. 
Clinton county, Mich. She was unit­
ed in marriage to Andrew J. Hath 
June 28th, 1905. Mrs. Hath 1>0ssesed 
many rare and noble qualities which 
l)'lade heT ·beloved by all with wbom 
she came In contact. A sincere 
Chrisitia-n, a devoted · wife, a loving 
cjaughter and sister and a true friend 
to all. -When but a .child she united 
with the M. E . chur9h of DeWitt. In 
1905 she withdrew from the M. E. 
church and joined the Baptist church 
or DeWitt She I-eaves- . becldes her 
husband to mourn their loss·, father, 
mother, two brothers, Lewis B. 
Drake of DeWitt and Edwaru Dralce or 
Chico, Wash. She hns gone to join 
her brother, Austin, who died May 12, 
1911. The funeral was held at the 
M, E. church Ip DeWitt Monday after­
noon, Rev. G. T. Fisher officiating. 
Interment In DeWitt cemetery. The 
casket was covered and suri:.ounded 
with beautiful flowers. The attend­
ance was very ·large which showed the 
high esteem In hlch i,he was• held. 

CAUD 01'' '!'HANKS-We desi re to 
thank the many friends, the M. E. 
Aid, members of Olive tent No. 617, 
the members of Genessee Lodge No. 
24 I. 0. 0. F. and the boys, of the 
•brake room of tqe :Weston Mott 
factory for the beautiful, floral of­
ferings and· especially do we desire 
to thunk the choir .and the kind 
'neighbors who assisted us s.o nobly 
in the hour of our great bereave­
ment. 

Andrew J. Hath, 
Mr. and Mrs. Orton Drake, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis B. Drake, 



Qe:wjtt Village 
·ORTQ~ IJRAKE: -; oEA~.' 

Satui:day at 1:30 ·11.111. at the M. 
E. c hurch the fu11erul or Orton 
Draka was h eld. l\'lr. Df..1.t<e died 
at his home wes t of the village on 
Wednesday, June 15, after a long 
lingering illness, at the at,,e or 7'1. 
years, six months and ten days. 

Mr. Drake .' was , l.Jo1•n at Utica: 
Macomb county, M"ich., December 
6, 1848, and livcu on and worked 
his father's farm until 187!:i. He 
w as marrieu 'io .Elizabeth Hacker 
or l\Iacoml.J .county, ~'ebruury 22, 
]877. . 

The following spring they moveQ, 
to the farm l 1/2 _mile s west of De­
·..: ilt, whi<:h he cleared and made 
in to the beautiful farm home he 
h as cnjoyeu these many yea rs. 

Four chi ldren we re born to this 

I 
unioll. Viola arid Aus tin who hav<:i 
1, :1:,:·, ·d 011. ·g t( warcl on lht? oltl fan~ 
;111 <.l Lewis, ru ral carrier, Nu. ;I De-: 

1win. ·. 

I ;\ftc1· coming to Dewitt Mr, 
Dra ke united with the 1\1.E. church' 

! and whi le his he:~lth permitted waf)' 
: a r egnhu· attendant at <·hurch, anu 

I a va lnal.Jle wor t.er iu the Sunuai 
i;chool. He leaves , to mourn h is 

' 1: ,• :c1t11 h is loii11g ,yife, · .and two. 
sons, Edwa rd and Lewis , foU1;, 
g randchilu ren, Eve lyn, ,va rr-~n; 
,Har gar'et;.and Lucilo· an<l other l'el­
:tt ives a11<l ma ny fri <J~ds . 

Those who attcnued the funeral 
· frnm a way were Re v. and M.-s. 
Fisher from Ile r!in Center, I. "\V. 
Jfacl,er a11d family, E. G. Ilacla,r 
and w ife, S. Slea d and wife and 
Richanl Sieuart -and family of 
L:rnsing ; F. G. Hacker :mu wire 
and Mrs . },'. W. Hill ·of Mt. Clem­
e n,;; ::\irs . Geor ge · Day and son Al­
llt' l't, or Elsie; Mr. "William ~tead 
ot S t . Johns ; Mrs. Blanche Uar-' 
lock of l\l a son nncl Mr. and M"rs. 

, William \Vorkman of Grand Ledge. 
\ . R ev. Mr . l~i sher conducted · the 
\ scn ·ices, assisted by R ev .. C. Seipp, 

I 'l'he music was fu rnished by Mrs. 
\V. 1•'. l-'r aas ,- Mrs . Carl VanFleet, 

· i\I r,;. \Villi ,:: ?IJcLouth, Harry Moon 
an<l 1\1:irlt,. Noni~. The flora l tri-
1.Jutes were many and beaulitul. · 

CARD OF THANKS. 
\Ye wis l~ to extend our s incere 

tl1auks and\, aJ)!)rcciallon to all 
those who ~ lovingly as:,istad us 
during the 11ickness and ·, death 'of 
our hus l.Jan!l, and · f;ithei:, Orton 
Drake. Eiiriecially would we· 111011-
tion the · two ministers f:ir their 
coi1s 01lng' w ords: ' the ·, s l!lg0'1'8 '• for 1 

their h cautif.ul m c!<~age. in song 
and the m any friends wlrose calls, 
flowe r~ a nd k;iudly ministrations 
did so mu·ch to comfprt _us at this 
tlnrn. or sadhess. : 
Signed- The Wife, Edward Drake, 

Lewis Dral,e and 1'.'am ily_. _ _ " 

C\\~.A. c,. R-et 
l,g-I'>- 1'1Z l 
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;Mary Driskill And · 
· Howard W alkcr Are 
I lVIarried Aug-u.st 1 
I . 
' On Wednesday L:v~ning, Aqg·u~L 1, 
J at u o'tlock Mis:; Mnry Drbk!ll, only 
I dllu~·hli;r of Mr, t,!ICI Mm, fl,:m Dris-
1 kill of Olive. uncl How;, rd Walktr, 
' only son of Mr. ancl Mrs. Arcliic 

Wl\lker of Bingham, wcr~ U111tetl 111 
nrnrriagc by Eev. p . .::; . .Nonhrup 
a t his home here. Tl\e rmg ci:re­
mony wus u~ed. 'l'!lcy wefr allcnd­
ect llY Miss He len Walker, sisu,r c,J' 
t)1e grou1!'1, nnct Clyde Crub'.,. 

Mrs. W,ilker is EL 1;nu:t;1utc or SL. 
J ohns hi~h schuol class of '2•1 ,\nci 
of the Clintop County J',jorn1al, c)l,s, 
or ''.!5. 'l'hµ IFOQtn UL~el)dlld l>C)IOOI 
ln Gpttlot eouuly. , I 

This ('l'l1ursuay) tn0l'lllllg Mr. 11ncl ' 
l'ylrs. Wulk.t:t' lufL for r, Lwo wcekf J 

vi~lt wiU1 relatives ancl irlcnds 111 
southern M.iclligau, 01110 and llt­
diana. 

AftC:r r t:turpin1t they will prnke 
thr:i1;· J)ome in St. Joltns. 
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:-·-F I_R ___ E_ s Bu I l DIN G--s· ·- ! ~l~u/x8;~d~go:~~t'· v.;~:h d;~~ov;i~~ ~ i~~I:~~: Jlfe wus spent In Oh!9 !Ille!: 
, I was found. . Al..>out ten yeurs ugo he cume with . : , ? ! In nil probabllity us soon a1> his J· his purenls unct sister from nenr 

ENDS Ow M l' [ [ , i>~-~=~I~~ :e~\1~~1~~n t~~ ~~/~~~~ gli;~v:~ l~~l~~~'.\,r~cl~~~- to~I~Sl::e~ ni Df [C 1the tool shed and cli"lckrn house tenclcd school at the Mernhcw 
. I and finally the barn, after which school and went two years to the 

1 
· --- ·' ' ihe shot himself with the rifle. Be- St. Johns hii:-h school. 

I CHARRED BODY OF CHA$, fore !Iring lhe barn h e turned out He passed from this life May 18, 
DRISKILL FOUND IN !the hor:,es that were In their stalbl 19:!ll, Just one duy before his twenty­

when Mr. Driskill left home. It I~ I second ))lrthday. .8es1des h is par-
.BARN EMBERS reported that the youth had p ut' ents he ls survived by one sister, 

. \ ! lhc well out or commission w that , Mrs. Howard D. Widkcr of St. Johns. 
; · there would be no water with und lnany relutives ll!ld friends in 

lnsa,ne Youth Destroys Home ' which to fight the flames. Ohio and Indiana. • ' 
·of Parents in Olive May When the body was found officers The funera) wns h(!ld Tuesdr\y p. 

were 1iotified an d Coroner c . E.; rn. ut 1 :30 at ElJert's und 2 :00 o'clod: 
18; Inquest Held Lamb Impaneled the following i.sl nt the West Bmghan) u . B. church, 

--- . u coroner·~ Jury for the inque~t I Rev. Montgomery off1clr,tlng. Bun,ll 
What the workings of a cllsor-. which was held at the court hou~c 

1

1 .'.1_:_~1: W1::st Bingham ce_metery. 
dered mind may bring forth was In St. Johns, Monday morning: 
tragically revealed Saturday after- Fred and Lee Vanvleet, Arthur I) \ 
noon, May 18, when Charles C. i Gage, Burr Eaton, Ed Magner unu , / • ) \ 
Driskill, 22-year-old son of Mr. and I Floyd Tuber. lt-1.S '-'I 
Mrs. 1,sa Driskill or Olive tow11-··1 Asa Driskill, fa ther or the unfor-
ship, fired his parents' farm ho,ne tuna te _youth, was the first witness 
and buildings and then ended his I called by Prosecutor G. G. Hunter, 
own life with a, rifle bullet. •~·h.e j wlio conducted t.he hcarillg . in the 
charred remains or the unfortunate presence of Cornner Lamb. Mr. 
young man's body were found i11 I Driskill snld that his boy wns in 
the ruins of the Driskill barn I good health and In a rational stuw 
which. like all other buildings qn of mind Saturday morning and at 
the place, was burned to t11~ I the time Mr. iind Mrs. Driskill 
ground, . drove to St. Johns Saturday after-

Last ~ummer, after he had be~n noon. He said Charles enlisted in 
working In Pontiac for a ' short lhe U. S. Army in Decernbfl', 1927, 
while, ·Charles Driskill was com-: at Tulsa, Oklahoma, und wns stu­
mitted to the Pontiac !State Hos- lic,ned ut a Texas army post. Thrc<! 

· piLal where an examination proved , we:eks later the boy left t he ser• 
: him to be mentally unbalanced. : vice, writing his parents that he I 

I Thr~ months later, on Octoi:Jer 17, , "diun·~ like it" und telling them he . 
1!128, h e was allowed to leave the . was using a n assumed 11arne .. :, 

, institution and returned to his pal: __ !I Through letters, Mr. Drisklll later . 1 

ents' h ome four miles south of St. learned thaL his boy spent ::;omc 1 

. Johns. Testimony given at coro-· 1 time in southern stales and tl,en i 
ner's inquest Monday by meml.,ers came back to Michig:m nnd work-

. of his family showed that ut first 1ed in Pontiac where he was com-
.I his min d seemed disordered but rni t ted to the hospitnl us related 

that recently he hue! appenred 1:a·- nbove. Mr. Driskill stated tti~H the 
i tional und there was little wurn.\11~ boy never wanted to be crossed in 
I that he migt1t commit such a cleed any_ way _ and about 10 days before. J 

us that which shocked the whole 

1

endrng his own life told his father, I 
community Saturday. _ . In a f1L of rav,c over some small 

, Shortly before 2 p. m. on t hat I inaLter, "I · would like to dope you 
day :tvrr. nncl Mrs. Asa Driskill dl'ove · to dtath or kill you." Neither Mr. 
to St. Johns to do some shopping. \Dr!skill or any or the other wit­
Charles remained at home where nesses knew of any trouble the boy_ 
he_ had been helping hi!> futller had had with neighbots ~r ac- l 
srimgle the ·ch1cl.en house in the quamtances or his own frun)ly. ' 
morning. At 2:15 p. m. Forest Others who took the smn<I nt the 
~i:i1_~t!:!....__,vh<>. llvcs_ Jl!~t __ a sho:t ~ls-. lnques1. were Leon Ormes, John 
ttmce west ' or the Drl!>lclll pince, Sonier, Ernc:;t nitll and Forest 
L(!.,covcrcd thut thu l1uu~u WltN o n l:lud th, nil or wh.o111 11.rdveil ou.rly 
fire. He ran to the scene wl11::rc, he. at tho; fire; Mrs. llow,w·d Wullcer 
was Jomed by another neighbor, sister of the deceased, und Deputy' 
Leon Ormes, They entered the Sheriff Percy Pnttcr!ion, who told 
fl ont door and Forest called of· inspecting tile rifle with its ex-
"Charles," but received ·no answer. :ploded shell. - · ,' 
Thinking that ~he young man had; .' Afif,r deliberating briefly · the 
Gone to town Forest • and . Mr . ;coroner's Jury found th1tt .Charles 
Ormes, aided by many ·others who · Driskill came, ·to his death by his 
had been attrnctcd by the flre,!own hu.nd. . , , : . ' • · .. ·· '"' · ,., .• 
suc9eeded In :;a vln.g most of t he', Mr. und Mrs> Priliklll ' are i l!vizii..l 
})(!USehold goods OD: ~he first_ floor. !With a neighbor' temporrui]y '.. and 

_. , I n the meantime the barn, tool have not mn.de qe!lnJt,e tuture plnns .. 
sh ed · and chicken house were burn- The loss · of t heir bulldl.ngs ls par~ 
ing w1th nearly all_ CQnLerit.s. It ))e- tially ' covered· by: insurance. 1 

1
b:' 

came known tlllt t Charles haq not A . report 1-biat ··the: D:rislt.ll~ ' boy' 
left the place with hli; parents . and , was in state T>l'iB011 _ last uunun e;,r 
y. isearch for him, or his remains, , Instead of at · the Pont~ , hospital 
w~ started. · T h e bopy, bu1·ned be-its false. The ,te<:ox'd,,; show · he -Wilis 
yond recognition, was finally t'(!und at Pon tine. 't ' ·' .'{f( r i ~: -t,Ji 
o_n a. o!le Ol burnln11 huy In the Churlcx Cl.ln ton.~"Ur16klll, son ·,::or 
nuns. of the barn. After 1t blld Mr. a11ct Mrti . .Asu rlrtHklll or Olive 
been ,removed the barrel of his township, wns bomt.¥ay 19, _1907" 
f.!1,~her ~:. 32-co.libt:r rifle contaJnlng) near Hillsboro. Clinton: coun ty, Oh!o, ,1 
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Spec. 4 Dennis E. Dubendorf ( right) of 
DeWitt re ce ives the Bronze Star Meda l June 
20near Tay Ninh, Viet Nam . Lt. Col . Rich­
ard Simpson , commander of the 4t·h Bat talion 
of the .25th Infan t ry Division' s 9th Infantry, 
pins the award on . 

De Witt soldier earns 
Bronze Star Medal 

"Fpr heroism 1n conne ction 

with military opera tJons agalnsl 
a hosllle rorce ,n Arrny Speciallst 
Four , DENNJS E:. DUBlsNDOHF, 
19, son o! Mr and Mrs W1lllam R. 
Dubendorf, H-1 , St. J ohns, re­
ceived the Dronzc Star Mcctal , 
June 20, near 'l'ay Ninh, Viet 
Nam. 

During an attack, 'he and a 
comrade remained behind as a 
pad of the company's rear se-

curity. • 'I'hrougll the attack, "al­
though complc,tely outnuml:x:n:d, 
they ca lmly held the ir posit1on 
and t1y well aimed rtrle fini kllled 
th1·ee Of tlic enemy, lnc\uctlng a 

pl:tloon leacler, :.met wound eel l111'ee 
otlte l's . Thoy brok e -the assault 

and rouled the, att:1cld ng force." 
"Due to Speci:.,lisl Uubeudorf' s · 

valorous ac llons the rnlsslon was 
successful! y completed and the 
e nemy force dMealc,t!. n Lteulen­
anl Colon,,:! Wc:hard Simpson, 
comm ande r of the •Ith Ba tta.llon 
of the 2~th In1a11try D.I vis ion' s 
9th Infantry, 1>res,mted tile aw:i.rd 
Ior lhe heroism In a<:tloi1 ,1g-ainst 
the. enemy Jn Dec,~nihu' or 1967. 

Spec. Dubendurf, ;l l'ifleman in 
Company C of the hat!al!l)n, en­
t ereu lhe Army 111 AJ,rll of 1967 
and cc,rnpleted l>as!c tr;\lntng at 
F L. Knox, Ky. lie wa1i ,; t:llton"ll al 
F t. Gonion, Ga. , before arriving 
ovcrst•as in Ocloher of 1%7. 

.,. 
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lUrs. Ly<lia Dunham. 

Miss Lydia Partridge was born -in 
New York state Jan. 31, 1832. She ' 
·was married to Wm. Dunham in New I 
York ·state. They ' came to Michigan 1 

and settled south of Dewitt village: ' 
Mr. Dunham died in 1881. About 18 
year,s ago Mrs. -Dunnam left her farm : 
and moved to this village. A few 
years ago, her health failed and she ' 
has since i·e&ided with her daughters, 1: 

Mrs. Helen Rouse, and Mrs'. · Charles ; · 
Treadwell. She departed this life '. · 
Sunday, Jan•. 9, 1916 at the home of 1 

Mrs. Henry Rouse. Mr. and Mrs. Dun- j 
'11am first settled on the farm now oc- : 
cupied by A . . I. Llinham. Her home 
was her kingdom. She was always ! 
ready to help ,vhP.te help was needed , 
and' w'as ioved and respected by all 
that ·knew her. I 

Seven · children were born to . Mr. · 
and Mrs. Dunham, six of whom ~ur- 1 
vive: Merritt and· Edwin of Rondo; 
Mrs. Helen Rouse . !\.Ild Mrs. Oha:rles j 
Treadwell, Irving ,and, A. I. of Dewitt. '· 
Her daughter, Frances, died several I 
years ago. I 

Mrs, Dunham was a · charter mem-. 
ber of the ff. of J;l. and kept her me.m- : 
bership until th~ last. 1 
· Her funeral was held at the 'M. E. 1 

church Wednesday afternoo'n, Rev. I 
F . C. Alldinger officiating. Interment t 
in Dewitt cemetery'., I , 
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