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Celebrating 150 years 
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' I , ~~Ut,J:~ ·lj~~~;The:(oll~pii h~tor:, .of/~,.· J /~Vi~li¼; th~ ~lde~·wllS a married.m1u1of 23 :i~,/ ·. ~~ m}ll ana:llull a :da!n ·across .t:he 1fifr. F,or:,their 
· ·JI~ fa'ff.lilyofCUnton Countywiu '(i,rltti(a·bj':: ,i!wbile Luther, the roungest, was a mere lad of,only .. first home, they moved .. a log_cablll from Judge Pet- . 

pl(n.ton.'Co~ni;~utoricalSociety""mberKe,C ':'.iibotit'.tfiii years:- .,••·., ·, •, 'L ; ' . •.: _ -~\ .'..'.': , ., µt's famf to a location !l.~· the:daJn .site. ·,:,: 
·.Coin:' Diu;·to tlu? length ·of .the 11rlicle; U h<u .. ·. lli!lllc was one of the founders of the DeWitt Bap- · . Soon after, William, opened a mer_c:~antile ~tore at 

. 'been diuided inio two part•. ·Part OM thu week , \ tist Church which was organized i,n 1840: He~ed ~ : , the si~_and beg!lll fin~g J;ij.s pl_ans:ror ~e fu,ture 
-tkau ~h. the fa.niily fc,rmders, lacu:u: and "' DeWitt on ¥arch 28, 1846;·and,is l_>elieved.tp)1a:~e; : village. ·Aft.er PU\tting the site,:_he began construe­

. Phebe Hewitt,. with hutoria of their children, . • been buried in DeWitt cem.etery as was his':wi~ow tion of a hotel and in 1851, he :sue<;e~ed Edward 
·William, ~ Deborah, and Fann:,. Part :-, when .. she died .on Oct.: iO; 1854. >·· -; :.'·';_ :, ,;'' · .. ,: P!!rrin. as .postm/18ter, · ·.• : ,:,, ' : , · ,· '. . . 
·two, ~ ~ -,wee~•• CCN, chronic la the hut~ .c , :-.'· .The following are individual accburits of'~i:li of. . . '+Qere we~ inany people who undpu!?tedly C9Qtri• 
~• qf theHewitt'1'.remaining ehildren;":Eliza;\ '~thi'nine. children. ,, ·: . .- . ,! :: '· ,:, : ·• ,., h ~;,. :,, · buted,to thefplinfilng and_jnitiaj growth of Maple,. 
Abra4a~ 'Ed~ Si~ tpna Luther; '· : ·,,h: Williani AJ'llewitt was boni' on Nov. M;-1:811', Rapid~; but th~ village owes i~ fo)lllairig to th~ vis-
",, ·: •.'• , ··~· - J <\ t•' .. , 'c," '-: . .,.~.. :,; ' C '.::/ indw~miirrledini830tollinnahHyati:;aiiiitive ••: ion' anii _industry. of'Williaril'l;Iewitt::.;f, ·, ,: : 
. Researclririg family and local ltjstory often nive, · of Orange·County, New Y oik, born OD . March 15, · William· and Hannah had (ive children: Joseph 

als f!l~Y interesting ~d_"un~d µe,s l,>e~eri · :1813. ,._,.,.'<:': ,-? ,,,:,;' . , , .. ' .~ . ,. -1" . ·,, -:-cf. J ·::;.~, ', •. '· · (marp,~~ ~ah.'A;.-~ubb_e¥.!111~Pa.4 ~~-e chil_~n), . 
f~lies :i&,l_d, 1CC1!11mµ,nJti~.;-P.eW,tt ~~ 1!,laple ' - ,;.·.,From hi(initial purclui'se of 40 acnis: of govern- ' Za:_ch.llflah ,(m~ed ;~enCR;. goyt, an~ ~a:a two -
Ra1,>uis s¥re many •~JI\. ties, most o! which ~ -be . inent ~d, Willi~ would everitually become orie of chil.~I)), ~anme (m:~~d ,¥arti!!,V, Brown?, 1s¥,C 
~~ t.? the y,ery pegmrungs of ~~_villag~ p(Ma~le _ the most pj-osperous men _of the county. Asiqe, from (m~e~. Hele!), C: 4D~g ~~ J!~d tv.;o -chil!fren), 
Rapids m 0e early 1850's - to ~e He~tt f~ r., ·bis fann,mg;-he;was among the.first 'four jusµces of and ~fus ~enry (roamed Jenm,e, Sllllth. lllld haci 

. whoser~ts. g~ baclqiven further mto,the ear1iest : thepeacefofDeWittTownsbip, beirigelected to the tw.o ~~dren_). . , , _., . . · .' .' .. . · . 
-, years Pf•C,~ton.Qp'Ul!o/:.. . , . , • . · . , • · ;office -iri,i the"first ,town~p election-in 1~7., He . William die_d at a yo~g age _on Feb . . 12, 1_863. 

. J~ 1!135, t,he uirge fanuly oflsaac and Ph~ Hew-· retained the office :for :several, .decades, · both in H.annah remam4:4 at Ma~l~ Rl!.p1~s-8!1d,0!1 June 2, 
1tt cam_~ v:-~s.toµt of Ste~n County!' N:ew; York. DeWitt ~d later at Maple Rapids: He ·also studieil 1~64, was m_amed to, William f! youngei:,.brother, 
~ COllllng ":uP the l~e. to ;Detroit, tjiey con-. law. under pioneer attorney Joab Baker. · .. · S~eon He:,vitt .. ~h~ clie<!, on Noy. 2, ~-8~8, and was 
tinued on -foot and by oi team, mland to Oakland • In 1850 William purchased the "Boston House• buned ·beside William m the Sowle cemetery. 
County; .' ·. ·. · . · · . a small h~tel on the nortlieast comer ofMain artd Lyman J; Hewitt was born about 1815,. and was 
: \ f!ere §e wo~e!!• remain~ while the men )Vent . Frariklip Sttee~ iri DeWitt. This Greekreviv.al style married on Feb.' 4, 1841, ~ ~et Woodruff. _She 
nnin~ mto _the wild~ess m search of_ f11vorable. . structure had been built in 1843 as the private resi- was born about! 820, and 1s belieyeq tp have been a · 
~<I., on,.!l(hiC?, :to settle: Along ~e Pqntiac-Gtand . dence of Jl!dge Hiram Stowell_ (the . county's first . s,ister to Riley J. ~d Adg!~?n A;. Wf~druff', .em:ly 
River1'fiili a,ieycame through tli? small settl_eipe?t · judge of probate), and following the Judge's death, cabiriet ml!kers and_ later .merchants of .St.:Johns 
ofCap~·Davtd Scott, on the Loo~g Glass River m •had been converted into a hotel by Parker Webber, arid ·DeWitt respectively. · · . , t'. •· . . · 
DeWitt. ·Apparently impressed with the lands.about · the fonner.mille; for the Waterloo Joint Stock Co., , Lyman owned an SO-acre tract ~flartd ,in section 
t!1e settlemen~, Isaac purchas~d ~earby land 10 sec- at' Wacousta. . . . · . . . 31 of DeWitt Township as early_ as 1839; but was 

. ,ir.tiQ1U? and ~s e)dest son, ~1lli~, pw;chased 40 Wi)li~_ did ~ good business_ viith his ~otel and • him~elf a ~nter by trade'. The ~est menti~_n 
~~es ~f gov~1!1ent land m .section e1gh~. · other busmess.mterests, especially catenng to t,he of his occupation comes from the DeWitt Township 

Dunng ~e Wlll~r of 1835-36, th~ ~ewitt I?en professional µ-~de who required lodging during the minute books of 1842, where it is recorded that he 
began ~leanng their lands and bwlding cabins. peak seasons when De Witt swelled with people ,:was hired to build a public animal pound. in the vii-
They !'°.°~ returned tel Oaklll!ld Coun~ 8!1d broug?t . attending county court or other county business. !age for the containment of stray livestock. Upo~ 
the ~ruting women and children to JOm them m · BuJ William apparently had his sights set higher. inspection, it was noted to be •completed as speci-
DeWitt. . . . He located an area in Essex Township which he felt fied with good padlock and hasp.~ · 

, Isaac_ and Phebe Hewitt are kn?wn to have had offered great advantages for a town. He purchased By 1850, Lyman had_ moved his family to DeWitt 
nme childr~n who grew to matunty. Of these, all the land from Solomon Moss, and on Feb. 20, 1852, village where he ·opened a carpenter's shop on the 
were born m Prattsb~rg, Steuben County, _New after selling his interests in DeWitt, he moved his south side of the river. Here the record of Lyman 
York, and ~ll came :with the par~nts to Chnton family to the site on the Maple River at the rapids. vanishes. He died during the latter. half of ~e 
County dunng that winter. At the time of the move, He and his four sons began at once to construct a 1850's, for by 1860, Harriet was marned to Daniel 

. Moore· of that village. , ., . . ·· _,,: ' : i,ic 
· Lyman and Harriet liad only one known cliild, 

· Milo H. Hewitt who servediri Company A of the 23rd. 
Michigan Infantry during the Civil Wai:, arid later 
move~ to eastern Michigan. . · '.:.' 

, ••~•l ; ~ 
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· ·Deborah·Hewitt was born about 1818, and on 
_Jan. l, 1839, wasmarrie<;I toJo};n C. Warren:F-0ra · , 
time they lived in the DeWitt arlia, but no confirmed 

· records ·•past J,840 · have b.~en located regarding 
'them · · · · · · · · ' ' ;:, ~••.; ·. 

. · :. , Th~·federal c~li.sus ~f:i:850 lists a I>eb,~iah ~ ~­
ner;• age 33 with an eight-year-old boy, Hiram;-li,v­
ing with Abel Hewitt in :QeWit~ but the same.cen­
sus also lists a Deborah "Warren-:' llge 34;:-li\•ing 
with Geo. 0. and Eliza (Hewitt) WellS'at DeWitt. 

Faneyll~witt ~as b~~ 0~ Juiy 1l, 1s20: She, . 
along with h~r father, was a .founder of the DeWitt 
BaptistCqurch in 1840, She WR$ the firstnewmet;ll~ 

· be;- accep~ into the church f9!l6wing its .formal 
organization. . • · · · . · . 
. On Feb. 21, 1841; slie was married ti> William 
Rouse at DeWitt, where they continued to reside. 
They became the parents of a large family of atleast 
eight children. All of these became orphaned fo1low­
ing the untimely deaths of their parents: Fanny on 
Nov. 20, -18&9; and William on April 12, 1860. 

.. · These orphaned children were looked .after by 
. Fanny's sister, Eliza,· who moved ip.to the ,Rouse 
household with her own· ·children. Some of the 

· orphans were known to have been sent at times to 
Maple Rapids to'stay with family-members there. · 
J The known Rouse children .include: Eliza.Jane 
1married a Naracon), William Henry (niarri~<! 
Helen Dunham), Caroline, Helen and Ellen (twins); 
Albert, Hattie (married G.W. Randell), and. M,aiy 
Jane. ·· · · " 

Note: A special thanks to Virginia J. Watter­
son . of Carland, Calif., (a great-great­
granddaughter of William and Hann.ah He'w­
itt) for submitting much of this genealogical 
information to the Clinton County Historical 
Society Archives. · 
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Clinton,County Sesquicentennial I 
Patt .. tlivo ,of the Hewitt family saga l 

. ·. . .- / ·_ ,: ~ ,. i- · . , .. : . -. . . · become a wealthy land owner in Essex Township). ,Slmeon purchased his p~nt's old homestead in! 
Editor!~pte: The foiu,wing .hutory,lJf the moving into th~ household of her late s,ater, Fanny Rowland's wife was the former Ruth Bissell (his sec- DeWitt Township. In the late I850's, he bought a 

Hewitt fa'llily ofCli~on Co,pat,_ waa IDritt~n by Rouse~ l 1860, Eliza d h ti .1 to ond wife "'.as her sister), and it is believed that there . · saw mill in DeWitt which he then operated until the~ 
ClintonCountyHistorietilStfeie~member&n In e ~Y s _move er amiy was probably a connection between the wives of · outbreak of the Civil War. : • 

· Coin. 11,u· j
0 

the l.ingth of the' flrlicle, .it -~ Maple Rapid~ O: wSh marl'!dd terz'.;r ont;;;_· ~• VanScoy and Julia Bissell Hewitt. In 1861, he enlisted in the regiment kl)Qwn as the~ 
been diuided into two pa~. P.art ~ pub-

1864
, to DaVJ ss. e res, ~ m ape P• s Julia died shortly after .their marriage and on "LaJ:icers" and served until his discharge. , 

lu~ in the Clinton Corplly N~ (III_April 11, for many ,t~· e1~ntuallyri
0
,zm1:1g t hd~of;:; Aug, 12, 1860, Edmund married Mary A. Collins (a Suneon w'as mamed a second time, June 2, 1864,j 

dealt :u,/th ,1ie famU:}'follildirs, . J,aac and Y?unger ro er, lDleon, 
0 

owing s ea · daughter of James and Margaret Collins?). at Linden, Mich., to Hannah (Hyatt) Hewitt, the• 
Phebe Hewi"_J and hiatoriu of their children, · died at 

th
e ~ome . of her gra_nddaughter, Mrs. At the outbreak of the Civil War, Edmund widow of the eldest brother William. He moved toJ 

William,•, L(yman, Deborah; a,n4 Fanny. i:art EuEgelizne :'3rya 
1
rdn Odlive hTo":"1s.hip.ht .L'Jd e but enlisted in Co. E, 3rd Michigan Cavalry, and saw Maple Rapids where he opened a fw:niture store in j . h" k' CC'N. h ic· , •• the hutto- a 1s reco e as avmg e1g cm r n, cti · th h t th ti! h' di h . . , . . . , 

,._ int u wee 

1 

, c ron ""' fth d'ed d J t O lll'Vl·ved her a on roug ou e war un is sc arge 10 1869 To this business he added an undertaking, "':""' . , • • h ·u Eliza, many o ese 1 young an on y w s 
1866 

· ., 
T!4r

1 

of
th

e _Hewitt • rem~nning c 
I 

ren, at the time of her death on July'27, 1906. She was · . . establishment, both of which he continued to the, 
Abraham, Edmund, Simeon, and Luther. · 1 th I t . . h"ld f Isaa and Phebe Afterwards, he returned to his farm at De Witt time of his death· lie sustained a substantial loss '. . · · a so e as sumVJng c • -0 c d · d · 17 th · d fh' · • 

H . an remame on section , e rema10 er a 1s from the devastating Maple Rapids fire ofl885 but J 
ewitt. li(e; E<Jn:iund died on Aug. 21, ~905, and Mary, sur- through persistance, was able to eventually rebuild~ Eliza Hewitt was bo~ i1t Aug., 1824. Her first 

marriage was to George 0. Wells ofDeWitt on Dec. 
16, 1841. . 

DeWitt in the 18,40's became somewhat renowned 
for its large concentration of shoemakers and 
George Wells was among the earliest. The location 
of his shop(s) has not been pinpointed but early let­
ters from the period mention him as working for a 
time with master bootmaker Andrew J. Bement 
(progenator of the St. Johns Bements) at his shop on 
E~st Main Street, and also for Nelson Alport in "the 
hole," a large facwry which operated out of the cellar 
of the Clinton House hotel. 

George and Eliza were also the county jailers for a 
time, living at the county jailho'use on East 
Washington Street. This was probably more of a job 
for Eliza than for George. During these early years 
the main function of ajailor was to feed and possibly 
launder for the prisoner s whose cells were located in 
the basement of the jaHhouse. 

G1lorge died at age 38, on March 6, 1855 and 
Eliza remained in DeWitt several years, event~all.v 

Abraham ("Abel") Hewi~ was born about 1826 
and was married in DeWitt onJan.1, 1849, to Jane 
E. Gunderman. 

His death in the early 1850's cuts short his pion­
eer history in the county. 

Jane, in 1854, married widower Jonathan Pear­
sall, an organizer and early driving force of the 
De Witt Baptist Church . . The Pearsall homestead 

included a large tra~t oflarid s~uth ofDeWitt along 
the east side of "Turner's Road." 

After J onathan's death in 1868, Jane remained in 
the DeWitt area, and, although no record of her 
death has been located, she remained an active 
member ·of the Baptist church until the 1870's. 

Abel and Jane had two sons, Edward and George, 
both of whom remained in the DeWitt area. 

Edmund Hewitt was born Dec. 15, 1828, and 
was married in DeWitt on Dec. 17, 1852, to Julia 
Bissell. 

Just prior to his marriage, Edmund lived with the 
fami ly ofRowland S. VanScoy (VanScoy would later 

_VIVJDg him for several years, died Dec. 2, (1920?), at his business. · · , 
Rochester, Mich., where she had lived for several Soon after his removal to Maple Rapids he joined~ 

years. the Methodist Episcopal church and was on the~ 
Only two children survived Edmund ;&nd Mary, building committee for the structure built in 1868. ~ 

Joh!', and M~aret (Mrs. ~harles Griffey). Besides a strong devotion to his church, he held~ 
Suneo~ Hewitt ".'as born 10 June of 1831, and memberships in the Maple Rapids Masonic Lodge,~ 

was mll:'Tied o~ Apnl 10, 1855, to Sarah J. Warren Order of the Eastern Star, Grand Army of the :; 
at DeWitt. She 1s thought to have been a daughter of Republic, and was a charter member of the Ancient;. 
Lyman and Betsey Warren (Lyman was an early Order of United Workmen. ~ 
master carpenter at DeWitt). Simeon died at his home in Maple Rapids April ;. 

Both Simeon and Sarah joined the DeWitt Bap- 10 1902. · ' ~ 
tist 9hurch ~hortly before th eir marria~e. They Luther Hewitt, the youngest child oflsaac and ~ 
remai.ned ac~1ve members only a _short bme and Phebe Hewitt, died at the young age of22 years, on~ 
were er~sed from t?e membership rolls in 185~. May 28, 1855, and was buried beside his parents in ;; 

Sarah s fate remains unclear. In 1860, she 1s the DeWitt cemetery. -· 
listed on the federal census as living in the house- . . . :: 
hold of Lyman and Betsey Warren, and in June of Note: A special thank, !o Virginia J. Watter-.; 
that year she was received back into the church son of Carland, <;a_l,f., (a great-great•:: 
where she remained on the membership rolls as late granddaughter of William and Hannah Hew-:. 
as 1870. itt) for 1ubmitting much of this genealogical·: 

Shortly after the death of his mother in 1854, 
information to the Clinton County Historical• 
Society Archive,. :: 
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, i Dece"riioer 17, 1936. 

Mrs. Jennie Cole"',.~ 
Dies at Petoskey; 

Buried in Dewitt! 
Dewitt-Jennie V., youngest of two 

d11ughLers of Dey and Mary Jane 
VanFlect, was born b1 Rllcy town­
ship Sept. 2, 18'/3. Her ciclucRLlon wa.~ 
rcrelved ln Olive and ~wltt schools. 
Oct.oiler 22, 1809, 0.L o. clouble mn.r­
iiage service held ln Lansing, she 
became the bride of Charles Cole of 
Dewitt, and Ida Deudle o1 Rlley be­
came the bride of Major Lewis of 
l3\ngham. 
' Mr. and Mrs. Cole scltlcd In De­
witt for several yco.rs, Mr. Cole be-

. Ing cngngect In the merco.ntlle busl-
1 11C$S. Later they moved to Lan­
Rlnlf, I'll. John.'l. Mt. Pleo~n.nt, Levcr­
lllg, ancl P<•Lo<,key. where ll1ey h11.d 
since r<':ilded. Mr. Cole pas,,;ect away 
Ju April, 1030. Mm. Cole. who Jmd 
been bl\nd fm· e, niunber of yea.rs, 
.hRd been t~ndorly carrd for hy Lu­
cile Wymo.n, who has hcr.n with Mr. 
o'.nd Mxs. Cole Ior the past 12 years. 

"1'ueorl11y, Nov. 17, Mrs. Cole suffered 
i r~ strok.c from which :ihc ·never re­
, go.Jn<:d consciousness, and died Wed-

nesday night, Nov. 10, 1930, aged 63 
yea.rs. Mrs. Cole's only sisLor, Eva 
Cole, :inissed on several yeurs ago. 
The laUcr's husband, Edward Cole, 
Wt'6 (I, brnthcr or her hu3band. 

Mra. Cole Is Burvlved by n nephew, 
, A:,ahel M. Cole of Cranston, R. I.. 
·and nn aunt, M.tsa Regina Vo,nFleet 
or Dewitt, and other relntlvcs and 
m11.ny friends. Her funeral was held 
from tl1e Dewitt Community church . 
8'41.)dny, Nov. 22, Rt 2 o·c1ock. Rev . 

. 0. s. Nor thrup of St. J ohns, oUl­
cia~d. Mrs. Cole was laid at re~t • 
ln Dcwllt cemetery beside her lms­
band, by her former schoolmates 
01,d friends, Bert BrlnkcrhoH. Al­
bert Nnracon, Mark and Fro.nk 
Norris, and George and Albert 
Mann. T he many and benutlful 
floral emblems tesUflect Lo t.hc high 
es teem ln whlcll she was held ln her 
}1\tC llome, Petoskey , nnd thls vtcl­
nlty. The undertaker, Mr. Peters, 
o( .... r:toskey, was assisted here Pf 

1 
Un( r taker W. D. Jlrlnkerhoff or 
Lai •11>. Relatives and friends were 
pr~· nt from Cranston, R I., Ol'lmd 
Rapids. CJrnnd Ledge. Olai:o, l.an­
"'''11, :Petonlc.cy, St. Johns, Pon land, 

. F.lky, Olive a~ .Dewl~t._ .:.•.,. 





Cha-s~-Colc; Fonner . 
Dewitt Ma11_i Dies; 

- Ji,J& \ 
Ea.ql Dewitl.-Word hns been re­

c!'lved ln Dewitt tho.t Chnrlr.s Cole. ' 
Jormcrly o. rP.sidcnt of Dewitt. Jmt 
lal,cly of Pet,oskPy, passpd uwo.y 
s udden Iv while n t his work as roo.d 
oommissioncr. The funcrnl will l>c 
h~ld Friday I\L Lhe MeLhodlsL church 

Y,~~
1
,,1,0:3(). Rov. NorLhrup_ or St. 

~ll._..w.l.l~~mc1~00;,o,«1r .;.. ... , 1_,. 
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\tntTio•d in L1111,;i 11µ;, lid . '21ith, l HHH, 
l 'hnl'l/\11 ('oil' of Hil,·y 111111 .r .. ,mi•• \'1111!1Pr•t 
o l l)li,·.,; 11!"0 111 1111• HI\IIH! li111n 111111 pl.1<·•·, 
~t r1jo1· LMriK of lli11i,h11111 1111d 1,\,1 n,-11dPI 
,,r llil"-"· 'l'h1• happy ro11p!PH 1·Pl 111·11<•d to 
tl11• rr•1•i<l<'11<·•• of ll,·y \'oufl,,,,t', nhouL fir!' 
o ',·1,wk I' . ,\I. wl11•r•• I h•·y 111·1·" 111<'!, l,_y 11-
\,0111 ll<irt.y fl rn 1· .. lnti1·,,11 or ~fr. 1111d ~fr><. 
t',C'nl<'nnd l11l,l,•>< lo11d,·d 11ilh 1111• ,·hoic­
t\i-tf l..i1td'4: of .,,tf11l1l,1H in µ:n·at nlH111tlnnc1•, 

tn whit-II 111111·,.,·,· i11\'il1•d lo 1111rl11k<• 111111 
di,\ H11 in 11 111111111,·r l1i;,;hl,rro111pli1111•11i11r,\' 
t o 1111• 1•11t,d,J,,,.. j11olµ;i11µ: l,,r 1.l11• 11111111111L of 
'' '"l"Y 1ol11l1'H ,..,,,,11 t,, 111• !01111<1. ~, ... 1111d 

\1 r,~. ( 'ult· Wf•1·1• ll1P l't'Pipi1•11fH nffl11•foll ,, ,r­
i1,,( ,11·1i..!1·r<: ~fr. :11111 ~In,, f), ,,. Y1111tl•·•·I , 
.•11\t t,1 jl,·1·r l.: 111 , · ,·H 1t11d fnr-k :-- ; 1,: ,·11, \ ' 1t11fli•f'( , 

liilile dol h, frui t ,li,d, 11111\ p11ir tmrPIH: 
.\Ir. 11111\,\lr". 1-:niµ:l il \'1111ll1•1•l,pairto1r<·IK; 

'.\Ir. and ,\!ri-< .. \. \\'l<ilak ,-r, p11ir ,·nll rn1 

fl1111111•ls l"'" lt<: ~l1·.1111ol ~11'1,. \'11.rn <'.\' l',·11r,·1•. 
l11r;,;1• pnrlor l11111p: llr111>o •l1 .\Iii,· \ '1 •:11·1·1\ 
i.:;111"" li11lt1·r ,!\,.Ii; .fni-<iP 1'1·;,r,·1•. g-ln><H 
1,il'id" dinh: \'11rui" f',.;11T1' .lr .. 1,old hn11d 
,]i" IH·H; .\In<. ~-.\. !'1•11n·1•,1~old ha11d l11·P111l 
pl11f,·. '1'!11: 1·,·lillin•",of ,\h-. ('ol,• did 110I 
1111d1 •1'H( 1111d l 1t,1 1·,, \\'(•1·" lo he• pr1'Mf•J\t1-4 

lin,i1hh l ._,1· I hr•1·p \\ onld hu \ ' l' hPl'll 11 101'1' 

l,111 pro l1:1hly lh,·n• will 111· 111<1r,. 1111,I 11ill 
1·,1111o• j11,t, a~ 11,·,·,·p!nl,I.,_ .\l,0111 !lo'd,wk 

t'11pt. i'l.r<'r:• 111 11ro:lu•,I 11p ll'ith hiH ( 'o. of 

,It) \'ol1111l1•1·r1< (110 111' 1111,l In 111• drnf! C'd 

I 
l,111 1r,•11t fn·, ·ly) ""II nrnll'd with thn•• · 
µ.·1111,-4 111ul I wo 111ilk pll11K 1111d 0111·,·nw l,,,IJ. 
TIii',\' 1dny.,,l a f,.11· 111111·" 11111! gn ,·" l h r1•<· 
rn11~i Ilg' <:I il'l'l't< for 1·Ji,, l,I 11sl1 i 111); I ,rid PA, i l1t•i1 

ol"l u, 1·1,·.J l'nr I l11·i1· 1<0 1111•1< f,•1·li11µ; 11111<·11 
1 ... 1 l• •r I p,·,·~1111,,. l'ur i hPir f1111. 

I•: i.1. I. ,,:i,:. 
( .. 1 
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i \Vill E. COLE 
., SEVICES HELD 
Well Known Dewit t Man Was 

Clir:iton County Rresidont 
For 61 Years 

JJcwi tt-\'Vill ~ole, one of n ! 
fnmi ly o( Lhrcr. children o f Charle~ ! 
E. nncl Lyclia ,T. Golr.. was l>0rn tn I 
1.:,11, w·,rt,Ji, Litchfield counLy, Con- J 
11ccL1cuL, J uno :.J , JOr.3, and pa::sed I 
lrom t his life o.L hiis home on WC'!:L 
Wttshlnf.(Lon sLrect in Dcwi Lt Sun-j 
<lny m ornrng, Mny 2-t. 1931, aged 67 
years, ll 111onLl•s · unct 3 tl;iys . I 

AL t.he n.;:c of five ~cars ,hi,; pnr­
rnl5 inovcd from Connrc l.ict:L t.o Nr.-

' l:llllllll JI} l,!1e uppc-r p (•JIJIJStit .,. l"f!<" l(J- , 

llll( Lh,:1 P <•lli' year, I hey 111ovr <1 lo, 
I J,ilr.v (.nwnslilp h1 Cll11ton cc11111t.v , , 

1
1 where h<' resider\ w lLh his p:i.rc nls • 
, unlil July 4, lllH4, when he was 

united In marriage wllh MJs5 Eva L. 
H<1bison. 

llr µurcha:sr.d a farm o n sec-li'.Jn 14. 
H.ilc!v l.o\\nshin wlwre he was on e of 
l.lw · surccsc-lul frinnrrs of hi•, res- 1 

p 1•cl ive comrnunit.y. Durinr: his n•~i-
. rll' IH'C lh(' J'C hr. w:ls l!ll;rusl.~·d wi Lh 

I vu rious t.own~hlp of fief's. At one 
llml' he co11ductrct n. ~ll!'ciissful mer­

I r :tnl:ile bp~inc~'.: in partncr.,hJJ'.i wit.h 

I i1is bro th:· r. I.hr lntc Charles Gole at 
Ornl . Michigan. While re-siding aL. 
Oral he was ap,poin led poslnrn,slcr ol 

l Oral which 01 lice he con dueled for 
. :,ome t11ne .. 
/ Jn 1014 he sdct his farm, mo,1ing 
, lo Dewitt where he creeled Lile pn:'.;-
1 cnt h o mr>. Ml'. Cole wns n mun 
I who alwnys looked 11po n t he brig hL 
side of >11l tllinr,s In life. H is nbillly 

I t~> makt' ft-ir>nds and r c toin them, Lo 
ha\'e fa iLh in oil m:tnki!HI, Lo live in 
pence n nd hannony with his neigh­
bors. The love t1nd hHppines., L11:tL 
hnvl' nlw-riys bern rn :iniH.'sl in his 
home arc t.he i;plr!ndid le~son , Lllnl 
have always b CC 11 CXClllt)lilir;(I 
Ll1roughouL his lHe. H e leaves l,:i 
mourn hi~ p11s<lng ills beloved wile 
wl10 1111~ cared for him s <J lencll; r­
ly Lhr0Hgllo11t. )'.IS lon1s illnt·~s. Onr 
1Jr1ilh1 r. F'rnnk Col(• ol Shepherd. 
iwo ne phews, G l<'nn Cole of Olive 
t.ownsl11p, nr,cl Clifford Cole o( I>c­
w1Uo, wllh oLhcr d l~l.ant relaLives IJc• 
s lcl<'s a large circle ol fric11ds: llis 
f11nernl was held from his Ja lc home 
Wednesday af Lr,rnoon wllid1 wus 

, largel,v aLkndr.cl. H.rv. G . S . r,,ort.h -­
, rup of SL Johns, <•ff'ici:itrct. M 1 s. 
Or'l<:<' McCormack Cl>On of Sl. ,Johns 

'played s cvr ral Ql'l\l\ll numt,r.rs. 

I The burial w11~ m •tdc in Oewil t 
c-PmNcry in ch-: trgP o [ TJnttert.a l< •r 
W . D. Brinlccrho(f ot I.ans1ng . 1-li~ 

, \>nil lwarers wcrr Willi~ MC'l, :111ll1, 
Jo mer Draz"r, Uhn rlP:i Lon·ni, El­

m e r Lnnk~on, Enw1,L Sc·oU ~111.l 
l"rn nk r:~ldrid,; c. H.clttLives wl'l'c from 
U11lurn!Jus, Ol'llo, Lan; ing, SL. ,Jolm~. 
Sh cphcr rl, nncl H o lL. Tl1n m a 11y 
b<' l\111.ilul !loraJ L1llrnLPS lll~ lllfc6Lccl 
Lhe hit; h esU•vtn in which he w~,s 
held by tht: frie nds and associate~. 



Funeral Cards from the Scrapbook of C . Harry Moon 

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney (1984) 

Leah Payne Conrike- Sept . 15 , 187~ - Aug. 12 , 1956 

Colonial Chapel- Estes Leadley Funeral Home 
Wed . Aug . 1 5 , 1956 , 11:00 a . m. 
Rev . C . Harry Moon Mt . Rest Cemetery 
Pallbearers : Bruce Bailey , Richard Payne , Farley 
Bouts , Charles Anderson, Robert Payne , Edward Reynolds. 



House divided - The home at 51 0 W. Main in DeWitt (left) was formed by combining two 
wings that were removed from the home at 506 W. Main (right). Photo by Jennifer Vincent. 

DeWitt house was home for lawyer 
DeWitt C. Chapin in mid-1800's 

By KEN COIN 

Among the earliest 
lawyers to make their 
appearance in the frontier 
settlement of DeWitt was a 
father and son team, 
Theodore a nd DeWitt C. 
Chapin. They came from 
Lockport, N.Y. in 1839 and 
established a successful 
practice here in the vi II age. 
The location of their office 
or residence from this 
early period had not been 
found. 

DeWitt Chapin was 
elected county clerk in 
1842, a position he held for 
two years. Soon after­
wards, he and his father 
moved to Ionia and later 
still to Allegan when the 
elder Chapin died. About 
1853, DeWitt C. Chapin 
returned to DeWitt wi th 
his young family and 
reestablished his success­
ful practice here. It was 
recorded that although he 
was not a "profound 
lawyer", he was "an excel­
lent pleader before a jury''. 
In 1856 he was again elect­
ed county clerk, a position 
he he ld until 1862. 

Upon his return to 
DeWitt in the early 1850s, 
Chapin purchased some 
acreage on the west side of 
town. just out.side the plat­
t.ed •,illagc, ,rn the north 
side of Main Street. Here, 
around 1654, he built a 
large home in kee1iing with 
his professional status. 
T h" m~in t.wn-st.nrv nor-

t ion of the house (currently 
506 W. Main) was flanked 
on both the east and west 
sides with one-story wings 
(currently the house at 510 
W. Main). T hese wings 
were somewh at set back 
from the main structure to 
allow for por ches which 
faced the street. 

Many structures by this 
date were being construct­
ed with "balloon framing" 
bu t Chapin's home was 
built in the older post and 
beam method. The enti re 
building was finished in 
the then popular Greek 
Revival styling. The main 
portion of the house 
undoubtedly had a large 
formal entrance set to the 
side and facing the street. 
Behind this would have 
been an entrance and stair 
hall. 

Although situ ated out­
side of the village itself, 
this home was never part 
of a farm. It sat on three 
acres of land which would 
h ave contained a garden 
plot, fruit trees, stable, 
chicken coupe and other 
outbuildings necessary for 
an efficient home. 

In the m id-1860s the 
Chapin family left DeWitt. 
again and moved to Gra­
tiot County where DeWitt 
set up another law practice 
and again entered local 
politics. He died there in 
1874. 

By 1860 the Chapin 
home had been purchased 
hv Georr:c W. Cook , n 

retir ed farmer. Li ttle is 
known of Cook besides the 
fact that he lived in this 
house for 25 years with at 
least three different wives: 
Loretta, Clarissa and Elec­
ta. Born in Massachusetts 
in 1803, he died at this 
home in 1885. 

At the turn of the centu­
ry the house was pur­
chased by Homer and Car­
rie Brazee. Brazee, in part­
nership with Willis 
McLouth, was both a 
miller at the DeWitt mill 
on Prairie Creek a nd a 
general merchant for a 
number of years at the 
northeast corner of Bridge 
and Main. 

During their ownership 
the Br azees, who h ad no 
children , extensively 
altered the old home by 
removing the wings, rais­
ing the house onto a mod­
ern basement and adding a 
two-story addition to the 
west side. The two 
detached wings were 
moved to a lot west of the 
house and joined together 
t.o form the long, narrow, 
one-story house at 510 W. 
Main. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
re.sidenl and the area '.i:. pri­
flu:t.ry historian. 



l bok. 

Among the great chain of events that occured during Mich­

i g a n ' s q u e s t £ o r s t a t e h o o d , p e r h a p s n o n e s t a n d s o u t mo r e p r o 111 -

inent than the nov,1 infamous " Toledo War " . This incident has, 

over the past one hundred and fifty years, been a subject of 

great controversy among hi storians just as it wa s a treme ndous 

controversial i ss ue in the 1830's. 

Setting aside the issue of the 11 \var" and all debate that 

has proceeded it, DeWitt is proud Lo hold among its roster of 

prominent ea r ly pioneers, a veteran of that struggle, Addison 

U. Cook . 

Addison 1-1as born in Benni11gton Co. , Ver111on L i.n 1817 , a ::;on 

of Elisha Cook, Jr . Addi son's paternal grand f ather , Elisha 

Cook , Sr. , descended from a pround old New England family which 

dated its Ameri ca n beginnings lo the 1640's in the colony of 

Massachusett s , and his paternal grandmother, Abigail (Williams) 

Cook , was a d j re c t cl es c end ant of the v en er ab 1 e Roger W i 11 i a 111.::; , 

founder of Providence, Rhode I s l and . 

As a child, Addison was brought by his father to the 

territory of Mich i gan where they settled in Salem township, 

Washtenaw co un ty . They rema ined there for several years , 

living among numerous other branches of the large Cook family . 

It was from Salem that Addison answered the call to arms for 

the conflict that would later be known as the "T oledo War" . 

The war itself has become a source of amusement by later 

historians; some what of a joke. Pe rhaps it wa s viewed as such 

at the time by men like Add iso n Cook; merely a lark mixed with 

a bit of adve n ture. What eve r his opinion at the t ime, Cook, 

then only 18 years of age, t ook the situation serio us en oug h 

to receive the rank o f Lieutenant by th e young Steve n s T. Mason, 

then governor of the territory . 

Following Lhe war, in 1839, Addiso n migrated further i nto 

the interior of Michigan, to t h e wilderness of Clinton county. 

It i s no t recorded if a nyone in h is immediate fami l y accompanied 

him bu t it is known that many members of his extended family 



(aunts, uncles, and a ho st of cousins) also set t led in th e DeWi tt 

are a dur i ng this period. 

I n 1842 , Ad diso n married a local DeWitt girl , An toi net te 

Al e xand e r a nd soo n after, sett led down in to a rural life on 

their 80 acre farm in section 31 of Olive township. 

was ble ssed with tw o children, Eddie and Ada. 

This union •. 

Antoi nette Cook die d rather young on Novembe r 5 , 1857 , at 

the age of 32 years . Faced the burden of being a si ngle pare n t, 

Addiso n co ntinu e d to far m in the DeWitt area amid the sec urity 

of friends and family , al l of whi ch kindly re fe rred to him as 

"Un c l e Addison" . He died at Lansing on August 6, 189 7, al Lhe 

h ome of his daughter Ada (Mrs . Ed ward H. Bedell ) . Famil y sourc es 

state Lhat h e was buried in the DeWitt cemetery beside hi s long 

departed wife , although , if true , the g r ave of this rare veteran 

o f an important Michigan event, remains unmark ed and forgotten . 



OBITUARY ADDISON U. COOK 

From the "STATE REPUBLICAN" (Lansing, Michigan) 
Edition of Saturday, August 7, 1897 page 5 col 2 

FOUND DEAD IN BED 

Addison U. Cook succumbed to heart disease yesterday afternoon. 

At six o'clock yesterday afternoon Addison u. Cook was found dead in hi~ 
bed by his daughter, Mrs.~. H. Bedell, Turner Street, at whose home he 
resided, !Ylr, Cook was 80 years old and was accustomed to taking a nap 
after dinner. Mrs. Bedell went down town about the time for him to a­
waken and upon returning he was not around, but she supposed hR had gone 
into the yard or to make a call upon friends. When he did not appear 
at 6 o'clock, she went to his room and found him dead. Dr. Thoms was 
summoned but found that life had been extinct for several hours and death 
was undoubtably caused by heart failuPe. Mr. Cook was born June 12, 
1817, in Vermont and came to Michigan in 1834, settleing in Salem. Five 
years later, he removed to Clinton County, where he lived until coming to 
this city nearly two years ago. He is survived by his daughter, Mrs. 
Bedell, and a son, Edward Cook of Bath. The funeral services will be 
held at the home in this city at 1 :30 o'clock tomorrow afternoon and at 
DeWitt at 3 o'clock. 

From the "STATE REPUBLICAN" (Lansing, Michigan) 
Edition of Monday, August 9, 1897 page 4 col 1 

CITY NEWS BR[SFLY TOLQ. 

Brief funeral services for Addison u. Cook were held at 1 :30 o'clock 
yesterday afternoon at the home of his daughter, Mrs. E. H. 3edell, 
Turner Street, and were conducted by Rev. Andrew Zimmerman. At 3 o'clock 
services we re held at DeWitt, where the remai ns wsre interred. 
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! · · MR,,AND MRS. DAVID SCOTT.PIKE (•Scott a,ncf~1 awkwardly pose for a photo in front of their Chadwick 
iRoa\1. farm·in Riley (noj the 'Zichke. Far(tl)._ H: '.~t~w..tJravelling photographer. Photo courtesy of .Gerald Pike. 

) ) 

Goin gives mind-bending example 
of De Witt's intricate family ties . , .... -;~ ... -.... r ·•. 

:i !·=,r 

f '\Oast week I mentioned the intric'ate network Who's got a headache? Raise your hand. 
o( (arpilies ~es i? old DeW,itt.;.; Well, a while Edward settled in southern Michigan but his 
b_i£4i l:reddie <'J:ingay) ~ord ~te·me ~-npte wife was connected to DeWitt because she was 
aslcing for som~ mformat;ion ~n how her anc~- ·. an Utley. Their son Addison (a veteran of the 
torswererelatedto DeW1ttp1oneers.So!untill ·, , Toledo War) came to DeWitt and married an 
hav~ a c.hll!1ce to help her out, the followµig s~-' · · An~inette Alexander ftpm north of town and 
~ano wi~l jl.lustrate wha~ I meant "'.hen I said, they settled here. Their descendants apparently 
Ev~ time someo~e tri~d to put it down °~ ,had a dispensation to marry outside of the fam0 

l a blood vessle_ m th err brain wo~d burst: · .. ily; their daughter Ada married Edward Bedell 
ay attention now, ~use rm onl,Y going to~ ,. . and some desc_endan~ might still be located in 
ugh this mind-bender once. Then Jm going . Bath or Lansm~. . . 

. to~ve to take a nap.·· . •·. '' , . .' Nothingeiccitingthere-butgetouttheaspi-
· ~ '· ... · •. • ·th· ,la . 1·~00'' : ·,Ad :· •.•· ·•rin for this last one ·· .. ,., .. , .. ,.,,..., . . ~, .:. , 
\, ~starts~ . e te ., sm ¥>n. on• ,..,· . • , , -~, 'J. ·-.~;.,-~. "o-nri. 0 , .; • .. ,1.· 

' d. . . WFin the h~ol_d ofElisba.~d.,Ab~ . N aney Alta married.M~k W.'Pike. (raised by 
~-rno~~~~oved_ther~from.~- • the same Utleffa:mily ~~ ]i:dwlll')i Coo~ mar~ . 

; ~~;~ipil _'ff.~ -~.?'1.lliams ~ n'@ ~ .... · • tied into) and theyfoll~wed QieJ]tle1.5 from Ver-
, ,de~dan:t 01 Roger •Y.~~•• t,h~ -Separa;µit"i. •mont to DeWitt' i,ri thf 1840's. ',rh~ daughtet 
f, ,t_~.9iJa.C1>v/ ~"mthrop • ~ kicked ~t,,f.c ·., ',Alta married Pavid Scott,'·Jr., ason ·orDeWitt's 
I the Massa~usetta~l y:and theJi>Wl<ler~ -"'-~founder;:'~~the. i• ~.xr~,4 M,09;1.;1 

1

_1,.- ,, .... , ... ' ,,;,,~f.f~''\'\·: .. ' . m.cf}-n•. 00f!·H~$m*2,.i·.'P(!>frtirtJial'1!;"; ._· • :\•.~ . "' ,;i. ' . • .·.' . .. -- ·a..ie · .. .I'.'I?~~ - ~-~ • !1t!:. . . !Ct,.; 'eijili1 ~ ' " ' · ·· · • · · • ~ ·, · · :twe" :··,~ .,O/Anll'•·'"A"1,;11jUDes • vn · ·nt !I ~ I .kl ,"""'"°t . ~ . If' . . , , 

· : · · , ,to-~ W(tt:'f. . .-',£· 'fo'ph~ 'wlio :"'.~:r, , ' ~~~t ~ .;fri~:'lu'id-' . 
. ~:!'~r--···-:1.•. kdiinmat' dJ"J , ..tlt .. ·•i" :·, ·t~': J.am,i1y.9n.eoMprp1mi:luv."9David&:9ttPike- · 
~'!~~.\>tt.-L,,,.,:;~;,'&9, ... --~SY,~,7'1:Yff-·:?- ' {see up. ~);~•¥other ~ldillard .Filmore- . 
F ~ . ·_•.~•••lh ·e~_·:·co!c'fei"-:'<if•~~\tt,elvei')liam",, __ .-_.'_ ~e who· was 'niised"by his fa~et:'• cousin, 
~JaJlii.~ Sniui~InNewYorkitateb~,· -'. . Amor;i Coo~ l,fillard later ·married ,l.mori's 
j her Ji~i>and and children ·iJooh moved tef Miclu.t t :•;· . wife'• neice; Ella Simmons: Ella', mother-was 

!ga1nn1:lWtl~ alEatmi'Ra. picls. Her~_nmm:~~- .• ber.:,fa~era ach~LJceacherJnow,th~'s.a new •i · 

riedaiNaracong (a~~!h.~~lfffGO~~cf:,' ;, .. ·· . twist). ~ard ~d ~!I!'• SO? qeorge married 
.. Kif~sofDeWitt) and two-ofher granachlldren : '. t Edna Randall, ~on 111\d Amina a granddaugh• 
~mahiea ~lie . another:, Their deceiidants, ''the . ter. Amina'• parents (Ella's grandparents) were .. 

'

!Tin,.. .... 'la_ter,mo¥_ ed_· ·· .to .DeWitt.·· , _ .. , •. - Atwell and Lovina (Knapp) .. Simmona·•CRiley 
•~•• . . . hi ' fi ti ) Lo . ' " 'h · .c•·~ f, , .. ·,··.,·•·:' ·.1:, ,,_._ .• . . • towns pa· ratseters. 

7
vmas or.o,~r 

I Joseph and his flll!lily moved to DeWitt about Samuel martje\i one ofthe?f aracong sisters Jmd 
11840 and. aettl~ northwest' -of town . . His her uncle, Ebenezer Knapp left a widow who 
J ~~~- Abig!'!! _adop~ her ~ousini, orphao,: later marri~d Loyina'i .hJlsband's (Atw~ll's) 

l
, ~ ,Scott'l>ixe.:DaVJd.mamed Viola Cookt.,, father, Ephriam SllQmons. And;.Atwell's sister 
Abil!iiil\brothl!:r'A¢ori's' daughter (th~ were:•: ·· 'Lillis married ·h.er own~ $p-brothe, (Lovina's 
aecoii'd. -tousins). ;.iicJ '. his . grandmother • cousin), Henry Knapp. :, . . 
N8J\.ey.'.AI~ ;{riieiit;i~ned further- down). No~;,. Th n1c· , Fr. di fo h th . h k 

Wil)la hlld a sister' (Ida)' whose daughter Ediie, . a _you ed e _rt at oug _t provo . 
~marri~c!V(ola'andJ)aviil's nephew George Pilte' I mg q~estion (a SASE will get you a diagram of . ~ 
t(they too were secoif.d -cp_usins by way of the~ . the whole mess). 
!mutual gre~t.grand_parents, Atwell and L<!vina 
i:Simfnons, as. well as third cousins on the ·other 
t side of the house;by' way of their mutual great- . 
;grandparents ...:.. Elisha and Abigail Cook. 
0

'.Joseph's son Amon ·(already mentioned) mar­
ried Amina Simmons (they weren't related that 
we know of but, the both were related to the 
Naracongs'). Descendants in DeWitt'from th.is 
branch include: Gerald Pike, Wally Cutler, 
Martha Reed and Bonnie Ward. 

r--..... 0 •. 
0 

r-
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Letters brin·g··back the reality of Civil War 
By KEN COIN Mrs. George Anderson, whose husband too had 

gone. off to war in Co. C of. the, same regiment. 
For the purposes of understandilig wbat"'!;he' .·.-:'.: . Shubael had been a farmer and cooper (bar-

men and women of DeWitt faced during· the' ' rel and bucket maker) by trade and a •ininister 
war the collection of Cook family letters are by desire. He was licensed by the Methodist 
outstanding. The principles in these . Episcopal Church to preach in 1858 and was 
correspondence are Abigail (Cook) .Freeman and renewed just prior to his entering the ·war. 
her husband Phineas (a Corporal in Co. B; 3rd The following are excerpts from his letters 
Mich. Cav.), her younger brother William H.H. home': 
Cook (a private in the same outfit) and their Camp Saganaw Sep 10th / 62 
older brother George Cook, who served as a Dear Wif · · ·, 
musician in a New York regiment. Added to · We have all arrived at camp saf and sound 
this are cameo appearances by many other and was welcomed by all · in the hospital. All 
DeWitt soldiers and, of course, the family the boys of DeWitt are doing (well) I believe I 
members here in DeWitt. Luckily for all of us, donnot design to wright much· of a Lett ' this 
most of the originals of these 100 or so letters time from the fact I cannot give you my noos: 
were turned over to the State Archives many &ep good hart. Do not moum or feel bad on 
years ago by the Cutler family and are avail- account' of me. I. was glad . to get home !lee,. I 
able for researchers. assure you. Do not think that I am loosing my 

As a fitting Memorial Day tribute, the fol- attachment to my own family; it is just as 
lowing lines are taken from these letters strong as ever. Yes stronger for it is this that 
addressing the death of William "Henry" Cook impel/s me on for all that is don four our 
in New Madrid, MO., to family here in country is being don for our families. Hence it 
DeWitt: · is for you and 1 wish you wood look at it in 

March 28, 1862. this, and if you should look at it in this lite 
I wrote a few lines to you on the 24th start- you can but feel right. 0 if I could persuade 

ing to tell you of the death of brother Henry, you to think that it was right that I ·was hear 
which was hard news for me to write. It seems and that j t was rong even to wish me home I 
as though it could not be so, but, 0 how I should.feel happy. Tell Mrs. Anderson that her 
miss him. But we must submit to it, Our · loss man is coming home as soon as lie can·. If any 
is his gain. He was buried by the side of four da inquire about any of the boys tell them tht 
others from our regiment on the farm of Acker. boys are well. Be submissive, trust the Lord 
I would of sent him home if I could but I had and he will direct your steps. Ade me by your • 
no money... prayers also and so I shall remain yours 

We were both taken sick at the same time forever. 
but Henry had no appitite. He could not eat Shubqel Vincen 
scarcely anything. I did not think he was 
dangerously sick until the night before he died. 

... .About one hour before he died I asked him 
if he knew me. He said yes. I asked him who 
it was. He soid ·Phineas· but he was so 
low ... he wanted I should dit down by the -side 
of him. 

(Phineas R. Freeman) . 
From DeWitt the news was sent to older 

brother George whose outfit was then stationed 
at Alexandria, VA. 

April 15, 1862 
0, brother the sad intelligence that it con.­

veyed to me, the death of our loved brother 
Henry. Our youngest brother, I can hardley · 
realize that he is gone, poor boy. He was found 
a lonely grave far from his home but he was 
passed through the dark valley of death to 
which we are all hastening ... ! am glad. that 
Phineas was with him for I know that he 
would do everything for /um that could be 
done. 

(George H. Cook) 
I have long had a fascination with Civil War. 

era letters; the, personal observation exchanged 
between soldier (and women like DeWitt's 
Abbie Freeman who went off to war with her 
husband) and those l~ft at the homefront. Few 
of the letters I've read deal much with' actual · 
battles , which is just asJ-,weU. oTerms Hke~.bri:. -r~• 

gade, column and out-flank tend to turn my 
mind to tapioca. · ' · ~ ..• , .. ·• ·· " _.~ .,, · 

It's the feelings expressed of what was hap­
pening that interest me. I want to know what 
they were experiencing and how they managed 
to cope. I want to know what they thought 
they were a part of - what did they think 
this war was all about and what were they 
willing to do to meet those · objectives. 

Recently, Eleanor McKinney shared with me 
two letters written by her great-grandfather 
during the war. Shubael Vincent wa, a hospi­
tal stewart in Co. G, 23rd Mich. Infantry. Just 
prior to enlisting he moved t'rom Riley Town­
ship to DeWitt where he bought a home for 
his family on North Franklin street. His wife 
Jane would wait out the war from this home 
with their children. To break up the loneliness · 
she took comfort with her next-door neighbor, 

Bowling Green KJy _Jan 7th· I 63 
I feel as though if permitted to. return home 

· in safety I slia/ be· more tMn compensated for 
all my sufferings in the army. I know it is but 
a debt I owe my country and 1 mean to do all 
my duty faithfully. I have much to do and as 
a· general ' thing I hape abundant stre11gth to do • 
it. I enlisted to work with all the power I had 
and am going· to 'do it wile r have strength. We 
still. have a great · deal of sickness in the camp. 
Enysipelas prevals to a considerable extent and 
is quite fatal. Many have died of it already. 
You asked me' whether the men in the hospital 

were left to die without being converted. I 
• answer that many of them die as they live; no 
hope ·in 'Christ but while I was reading you let­
ters last night dnd before I got through a mes­
senger calJle to me requesting me to come 
immediately to hospital No. 2 to see a man 
under deep concern of mind. I went and talked 
and prayed with him and left him hoping in 
God. Others say they mean to stop swaring so 
you see the. Spirit is at work amongst our sol­
iders. Our captain told me that tlwe had bin 
several conversions and many more were 
inquiring the way to Zion. . 

The Companies are divided irno squads and 
in some of those squads they have morning 
and evening devotwn. In fact there has bin a 
great reform in our camp for which I am truly 
thankful John :Ammerman has also met with a 
change. Please inform his Mother the first oper­
tunity. My chance for doing much good to the 
souls of men is limited. 

You wanted to know about the burying of 
the dead. Every man dying at the hospital is 
put in a coffin and buried, generally in the 
cloths in which he dyes. 

Shubael continued ministering to the health 
and soul of the wounded ~liders at Bowling 
Green for nearly a full year after this last let­
ter. Then, the sickness that surrounded him 
overtook him. He died and was buried there in 
a military cemetery in, like he said, "the 
clothes in which he dyes.• Like so many 
DeWitt area men, there is no monument to 
him in the DeWitt cemetery. 

If his widow Jane sought in her next-door 
neighbor, Mrs. Anderson had little to give. Her 

· husband George was in a rebel prison camp 
called, ironically, "Andersonville". He died of 
starvation two days after Christmas in 1864. 
In later years, when the war had become but 
a bad memory for most of the participants, the 
DeWitt survivors named their veterans' post in 
Anderson's memory. 

As to Jane Vincent's loss, the government 
set an amounl She would receive a widow's 
pension of $12 per month until her death in 
1908. 

Ken Coin .is a resident of DeWitt and the 
area's primary historian. 



,THE RETIREME~T HOME OF DEWITT'S HUSBAND -AND WIFE CIVIL WAR-VETERANS- Phineas 
and Aplgall (Cook) Freema!'l:-The house,.~klng much !he same, still staQds at the southeast corner of Maple 
and Capttorrn Lansing: Afterthelr return to DeWitt from the war, the Freemans: took over a portion of the Cook 
homestead on Chadwick road, In the 1880's they"downsized" arid retired to this smaller house in Lansing and 
sold their farm to their foster son David Scott Pike-and his wife (their niece) Viola (Cook) Pike, The Free mans 
also had a winter home in Orange Heights, Fldrlda, Pictured here, _(I. 19 r.) ·O1a·-Pike, "Abby" Freeman, Phi­
neas Freeman an!l "Scott' Pike, Ca. 1890. John Black, Photographer. Photo courtesy of Bonnie (Cutler) 
Ward. •' • • · · . . · · 

Goin ,:sfl,arssJettelt~from -wife 
·Who -saw-·c·i-v.il ~i/\/tir -firsthand 

' . 

By KEN COIN We left St. Johns ·Thursday rught, Satur­
. day · night in St. Louis. Quite a distance 

In the earliest yeus of the Ci~I War · · 1 from home, Had a very good journey. Citi-
many DeWitt men, upon enlistng in the zens all, through treated the soldiers first 
anny, were sent to Camp Anderson.in . rate: At" Owosso they had a supper of 
Grand Rapids for· basic" training. When the crackers and cheese - coffee and bier at 
time came for the third Michigan Cavalry 11· p.m, in Detroit - breakfast at Adrian. 
to be sent south for active duty they were . , At White Pigeon we saw a hundred sol­
transported by train to New Madrid, .Mis- ... , diers, At Elkhart the ladies treated with 
souri. Railroading in Michigan at this time all they could; wished and cheered for the 
being still in its infancy, to go southwest · · Union to a man, 
meant first having to go east to Owosso It does not seem as if I was seven 
then south, then west. ' . hundred miles from home in the land of 

ci_n bo'ard the troop train thnt cold Secesh, Their regiments let\ camp yest.er-
November· day was Phineas Freeman and day and there are twenty thousand here 
his young brother-in-law .'Nilliam Henry ;·now; it •is a grand sight to see them out on 
Harrison Cook. Knowing ·their boys· were to dress . parade. 
be coming through St: Johns the Cook fam•_ . I enjoy myself first rate so far but 
ily went to the St, Johns-depot to say · · wouldn't be a soldier. There are two ladies 

· their quick. farewells and cheer , them on. .in (the) company besides myself, one of 
But Abigail Cook,' recently Mrs, Phineas · them is first rate. 
Freeman; and you!lg Henry's older _sister, . . Father, I hope tlris will find you well. I 
had more elaborate plans. She brought would like to see you but I am a great 
with her a small carpetbag stuffed with. ways from home, But you will think of me 
essentials and just as ,the train .began pull- and not blame me for going with Phineas 
ing away from the platform she pulled the will you? For he is near and dear to me_ 
bag out 'from beneath. tbe seat of the buck- . Write to me Father, won't you? 
board and made ·a made dash for the' train ...... J , must bid good rught and go to my 
and her beloved husband. ' bunk and rest my weary self and may God 

As her family stood "there, their mouths bless you an· with health and prosperity. · 
agape, she waived them 'farewell and blew ·. AMF 
kisses as _the ~ai'!_ pi~ed-up spee,d,,:'l'.l\ey ,, 
did riot }>fa, !.f;o~~f,,\illbW~t Ji)!lo'\?f.,g : i 
letter amve~i'\,1\-,tJf~d 1?,ejgi4i~pos!'olflce; , = 

" • ' .... . .,... ,., r .. ,. ,_ , ~'""'11 "•" ... "'"" 
Camp Benton, Dec. 5, 1861 . 
Dear Father, Brother and /lister, · 

I rather think you would like to hear 
, from one thal>.is in the. land of cotton. I 
am writing· O!\ a camp kettle, my desk is 
tl\e camp chest. 

We arrived in camp Sunday morning and 
it is the first chance I have had to write-• 
and it is after nine. . . · 

Sev1,raj of Abby's'l~ fr'om-the' war ' ·- · 
still su~vrand tnliy 'oft'ei'' i'.goiid_cbnimen-·, _ 
tary of the events and a rar~' Plitspect•frbm ·­
a ·woman's point of view. Her husband 
being, an officer, she was allowed to remain 

• with his regiment for quite some time, But, 
v.:hen the third Michigan Cavalry was 
6rdered to the deep south she was not 

· allowed to accompany them and sadly 
returned to DeWitt. 

Ken Qoin is a De Witt residen( and the 
area's primary historian. ' 
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AX £ABLY RICS.l.'tt~l'fT or CLUCTO~ 

t:Oll!'iTY DI.ED IN -"LORIDA. 

Tl,~ I.11e )!rs. P. R. F reem[lll, who,;e 
,,,:ti<len name was 1liss ,\.bigail .ll. Cook, wa~ 
born in Richmond township, Livingston, 
count,·; ~ - Y., :\fay :!8, 1827. . 

In ~he n•ar lil-ll she came wi_th her panmts· 
ro Rilev • township, l'linton county. .The)J 
located ·on a part of the farm no,v owned brl 
l,er foster son, D. S. Pike and A. B. Cook 
her ur0ther, the only survivor cf a famj ly -of 
n ine brothe~ and sisters. 

111 \fan·h 131.,, shti was married to Phineas 
R. fre<:w,,n . They li1·ed to celebrate their 
g c,I,lcn wrd,l:ug which took place at Orang~ 
Fl,, rida. where they have owned a ham~ 
,;ince J.-;.s; and have pa,;sed the winters the 
since /;:,.,;.j returning to their :\lichigan h;nn,• 
sumu1ers. · I 

At ,he begi11ninq of rl,e Civil war be1l 
hu;;band enlisu,d in the :3n l 11ichigan CaY 
airy. As the regiment passed through. ::it 
J ol:ns fr"1n Grand Rapi,ls enronte t.O ::;, 

Loui~, 1fo., she s•1rpriseJ ht-r husband b?r 
enteri ng the r.ar :rnJ i;oiug on to St. Low, 
with him and act,;d us anuy cook during t}u, 
winter. But us the troops moved farthei: 
~outh she wa• no! alloweJ to nc·company tnem, 
an<l returned to her home iu .llichi,;an. I 

:::he was a 1rnr1hy member of Charle,, 
T . f o~ter, \\'. R. l '., al:,I) a charter member, 
of Olive gra•~ ~ >9. ~.:,-.i: H~r hnal,:i:t•i 
p.,ssed a,~ay ~ l)vember :!:~, l,S\Jd, ,u thcil 
sn?>•~•,r Jwrue in La?sing. .She de~rt«,l 
tl11s life Decem ber :!t.J, nt Orn11ge l1e1ghw. 
Florie.In, a fter a n illne•• ,.f fi,·e days. • -

1 Her hmt:rnl wns hdd ut the home of D 
S. Pike ~u11Ja v afternoon, J anuafV :2, h'e'°" i 
H. B. Bar,! of I .. asia_!! olliciaiing. TbJ 
bnrrial was iu De \\·in ('einererv beside heri 
husband. :-:he was a strong lieiie,·er in uni.I 
versa! sa1'·~1it>11. Sl,e .. belie,·ecl that in Goilii 
•'Jwn :.:oo,l tune the whole world woultl be--if.-:! 
u11i,u11 and 11,at IOI'(: 1ro ul,l ·p,.,:,ide · throng!~ 
.di aud over all. ,l 

Cook 
~l.e.ern~I 



DeWitt remembered: 
They sure don't write o_bits 
like-they used to. in 1910 
By KEN COIN 

This past winter Arleta Cutler moved 
back to Scott street after a rural hiatus of, 
what Arleta? Forty years? In the course of 
her packing and unpacking she sorted 
through some scrapbooks and such and 
passed some clippings my way pertaining 
to her late husband's ancestors. 

I'm printing this obituary in its entirety 
as a lost art form which has gone the 
same route as story telling and )etter 
writing. 
Editors note: The following obituary appears 
here as it appeared in the original 
publication. 

"Oldest Pioneer of Riley is Dead." 
Mrs. Amari B. Cook Answers Summons 

Friday Nigh t, At Age of 74 Years. 
Had Lived in Same House Since 1953. 
Came with Parents to Clinton County 

When That Section Was Unbroken 
Wilderness. 

. Amorl B. and Amina (Simmons) Cook, ca. 1865 
Photo courtesy of Gerald Pike. · 

DeWitt, July 23, (1910) - The oldest 
pioneer of Riley Township, Mrs. Amori B. 
Cook, who had lived practically her entire 
74 years in that place, died at her home at 
11 o'clock Friday evening. Since her mar­
riage in 1853, Mrs. Cook had lived contin­
ously in the house to which she had been 
brought as a bride, and previous to that 
time had resided with h(!r parents but a 
short distance away. No one was better Dills, of DeWitt, Mrs. D.S. Pike, of DeWitt, 
known throughout Clinton County. For and Mrs. Ida Randall, residing at home, 
many years she had borne the distinction and by two granddaughters, Mrs. Marcus 
of having been the longest resident of Riley Cutler, of Lansing, and Mrs. George Pike, 
Township, and her death will be marked of Olive. Four great-grandchildren also sur-
with real regret on the part of both the vive her. Mrs. Cook is the last of her 
older and the younger population of the father's family. 
county. During her long life Mrs. Cook was very 

Comparitively sudden was her death. On active. She was a charter member of South 
Monday last the deceased was stricken Riley grange, and was a member of Clinton 
with paralysis. On Wednesday she became County Pioneer Society. She was not a 
unconscious, and from then on slept her church member, but a Universalist in faith. 
life away. Funeral arrangements are not yet com-

Amina Simmons was born in Salem, pleted. The services will be held at the 
"::Mich., July 3, 1836. In November of the family ho~e Monday a~rnoon and inter- , 
••·· same year .she came with her parents. . ment will• be at DeWitt .Cemetery. / 

(Atwell · and Lovin a Simmo'ns) to Riley' ·. ~ · ·• · I·' ·• 1' ; Thank you Arleta, fof making these 
Towr1ship,' then unbroken wilderness, where · · · available. These obituaries, along with sev-
here father gradually cleared the land and era! hundred of·others, are on file at the 
built his home. She was married to Amori Faye Hanson Public Library - all · 
B. Cook in September, 1853, who still sur- arranged alphabetically in book form for 
vives her . your necrological pleasure. 

Besides her husband, the deceased is Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the . 
survived by three daughters, Mrs. Jerome area's primary historian. 



~lONEf R Of RILEY 
.· !. 6LEPll~TO DEATH 
.URS. AMINA COOK DIED A'f HERl1 

HOl!f.E FRID.I.Y NIGHT. 

' ' -----t 
Was Dlstwplshed as !LITlng- In ll.Ue1 

Longer Tb.an ~A.uy O.ther l'erson­

Res.bled on Fartd Sfnce '63. 

- --' 
·Mrs. Ai:nina. Cook , ; wife or Aruori 

. B. Cook, died at her; home In Rfley 
; to~nshtp Friday night, July 22d, 

1910. ' 
Mrs, Cook was . stricken with para­

lysis Mond,ay, June 17th, 1910. At­
wr dinner Monday she lay down to 
rest. Paralysis came while sbe was 

: Steeping. Sbe nroU'5:ed enough to_ 
know her people·. and Wednesday 
mornfng seemed Quite improve() but 
betore noon the second call came. She 
seemed to sleep until Friday night 
at 11 o'olock she peacerul!y passed 
to the better land. 

M.1es · Amina Slmmoc.s wai!i borD in 
Saler:a, Washtenaw county, Mich., July 
3d, 1836. The !ollowtng No,·ember she 

· accompanied her i,S.rents, Mr. and Mn:. 
Atwell Slaµnons; tQ ' Rller township, 
Tl:lls wae. thb first, :..;.lf\jJy to sett;e in 
RHey, then an unbroken wlldernees. 

Th8 hardihlps and· privations which 
t4ese early ·. plon.-eers underwent can 
not be told·. OnJy those who went 
through the samo thrilllhg t:xperlences 
can "'realize. · 1 I 

·In a snort time a!ter Mr. Siibmons 
moved hJs tamlly to Riley, A.ruori B. 
Cook acc·ompanied by his. parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Cook. came trom I 

. Livingston county, N. Y. , and settled ' 
1 on a tarm adjoining Mr. Simmons·, 

September 20th, 1853, tbe subject 
· ot our sketch was Ulllted In marriage 
· to A. B. Cook. 1'bey went to keep- 1 
t Ing house on the turm where they : 
I have since resided. · Although her : 
first home was , built ot logs rough : 
and simple &be was to all appearance 

, as bappy as the bride or today with 1 

her elegant bon:ie. I 
Four daughters were born to them. ; 

One passed away in lntnucy. The 
surviving daughters are Mrs. Jerome 
Dills. Mrs. D, S. Pike o! DeWitt, Mrs. 
Ida Randall who resided wlt b ti.er 
parents. 1 two grandaugbters, Mrs. 
George ,Pike ot 0J11,·e, Mrs. ~fare Cut­
lar o! Lanslng. Four great-grandcb!l­
driyn besides the daughters e.nd hus­
band are Jett. to mourn the loss or 
a loving an.d devoted wire, mother and 
trlend. She ls \he last or her father's 
!&n'U]y, 

At the time ··or her death sbe had 
the disUncUon or ha vlng 11 ved longer 
io•-RJley than any other person. Not 
the oldest person, but t,be oldest con­
tinuous resident~ 

W·hat marvelous cbanc.::is ~he had 
Been. Their tint wheat wa:, cut with 
a sickle threshed • out by oxen t r ead­
ing out the · kernel&. Ohe had !-cen 

' J::e ox cart glve way to the steam a.nd 
) .electric car, s.utomobJies, etc. She ; 

; ·::~ ~==~~~!~~iya°a~t u~~~I ~~=~lo~:: I 
' She was qulet and uoassumin.g. 
1 With her, once a friend. always n . 

trlend .. 
~ She wa'& a cba.rter member ol South : 
Riley. Grange, a member o! lbe CHn- ' 
l,-0µ--Count," P!oneer Society. Although , 
ii member o! no church her faith was 1 iltrop.g in universal salavatlon. Sbt , 
belleved that some where. i.ome bow ! 
ab.d sOme t!me ·tbe whole human ram- 1 

U:r :wou1ct··be.restored to ~rlect boll- I 
n.-eas and ha.pptness. l 

We weep and sympathize with these· 
mourning !rlends but we can not com­
tort tbem. OUr words are as vanity. 
But there la One who knowetb all 
things and doetb e..11 .things well and 
cau heal the broken hearts. We hope 
tbey will look above tho cloud.a wbere 
tbe sun ls shlnlng a:nd look rorward 
to t¥ g lo?Jous. reunion ot lovod ones 
where no• tears o.:o.d · heart (I.Chee ever 
come. . 

The tunere.1 was held at her late 
home .Mond.ay, a.tternodn, Rev. J,f.rs. 0 .

1

. 
J . C. Woodm.au o! Paw .Paw or!iclat­
tng. The attend~nce w~ very large, 
-The ca.skat ·was covered .. with beau,li-
tul tlowers. \ 

.The cbolr sang the following selAc­
Uoda: "Thy WIii Be Done," "We 
"Shall Meet Them! Bye and Bye," 
"Asleep In J esus." Choir: Mrs. WI!~ 
lls McLouth, Mrs. Carl VanFleet; or­
,r11.nlst . Mrs. Will Krass. Pall bearers: 
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OlOtST PIONtf R 

Of Rllt Y IS Of AO 
MRS. AMORI B. COOK ANSWERS 

SUMMONS JCRIOA.Y NIGHT, AT 

AGE OF 74 YEARS. 

HAO llVEO IN SAME HOUSE S1NCE 1853 

Came With Parents to Clinton County 

When T hat Sec t ion Wa9 Un• 

broken WIJderness. 

I l<'" i 11 , .J u I.,· 

llP.f-'r of H i)C'y I P \\·n sh ip. :'lln=-. Amori H. 

1.ook. w hn h ,1(1 li\·0d pr;1c:tical1~- h () r 

Pn l lrp , ,1 .,·~ars 111 l li;i1 p lacP. d ir d a t 

he>r h n mr• al ) J o·c10,1, F riday e"<'· 

ning. Sin,-e il<'r 1J1a rriage io 18,,3 , 
;\!rs. <"onl, had l iH)d conlinuously in 

lhc 1!011 sc to "·hlch she h,HI iief'n 

hrOHJ.;hl a~ n br irl ,:,. and provlo11s tn 
lhal. l illll' ,1, ,, h a d rc~irlro(I wilh lwr 
l}:1 rf'nl s h11t a ~hr, r r cli~tanc,(' :1wc1y. 
No one t, n~ bri t ,'-r lu, ow n lhr0 11~hnu1 
~ll nt o 11 c oun t y . Fnr lll(111y yf-?ars Rhr 
lrnd home I hc,_ cli~tinct ion oi lla v in g 
b('(' fl t lw l oll.'!<' SL r ••sldcnl n [ lli l"Y 
townsh ip . a11d h or dPalh wil l i"C rnarh 
f'd ,vil h r e al rcg-r~, r, n 1hc pa rl o r 
both l hr oldrr a nrl 11,,, ro11ng<> r pop11. 
l,it ion of I Ii!' CQ'l ll l.\'. 

Coinpara.t! vPl:, $udrlen ~ -~$ h P r 
di;nJ h. On :\lc,11dr1) lns 1 1 hr-. d('t:'! t\.SPrJ 
w~o s1J· i ,·l<cn "·it h pa r:llysl,. On 
\\lednebdar Gh" lwca111r uncons<'in,.~. 
and fro m liF' lll on ::;. IPpl h rT lifp ;1w~:· 

A m 1n:1 S l111n1,111:==. \,·;1 .~ hor n in S;tlf'llL 

Mlrh .. . l\l l )' ;: , 1~:;G. In )\'nvrmh"r of 
1hr sa1nP yr~r shr came wi ( h her pa. 
rents i.() rUl,.,_1· township. lh c>n unhrol,. 
~ n w i l d,:-rn e!=<~. whf'rr her rathr. ,· g r~d· 
11ally clrnn:'d lhe l :=111 rl a n d huilt hi~ 
h on1P, She \'\,'flH ni~rried lo AnJorl Fl. 

, Cook. i11 S"plcmlJer, 1853, who sllll 
/ s•u rvlvc~ her. 
· R e oi(i p ,, hrr hur,hnnrl. i he rle,:ea1Sed 

is s11rrivf'd hy lhrc,. rl n11 F;hl"rs-- Mr8 . 
.Je rom e P i lls . of llr wlt I: ;ll r,. [). s . I 
PII«) . of fJ,.w il l, and ;11,·r.. lrlo. Handalt, 
rr•~idin ,, : at t1pr11<\ nnd l 1y l 1A-·o gr a nd 
rJ;q1g- htr11· 1..;. i\!ri... ;\ l :.11'('1\fl L'.11 \l c r l of 
J,;i,i ~:illg , :-111 rl i\ frs. { : r-nrg- r.- r; l\ (', o f 
Oi lvr- Vn11r ,cr 1·r~1t g 1:1 11tkhl!dr·(•11 :il~n 

I su, .. vh-~ hr- r_ ,\I rr-. c:{l("" i ~ t !i,::- la~, or 
' h 0r f;\I her H (;11 11 !/y. 

l >11 r i111 .. l lf' r Inn,~ Jifr- .\Jr::. ("r'tnl, w:1s 
\' f" r )' :, r 11 \ r . ~ h P H' II ~ :1 l I l'I I IV,· fl) (' jl) 

her of ~-in1ra 11 H i!n_\ rrF111,-:ri, and :~ 
\ 111 , 1 111l>rr Pr ("Ji 11 ion Col111 1:,· Piollf'(·r 
I HnclPfl "<hr• "a~ 11111 n rh 11n-h 11 1P111 
I h~,. h 1Jt rl \ IH ' p1s.:,iJ1~ 1 Ill [<11 th. 

F'·un,~r:1/ :-ir-r~1 ng"n1cu f f;; arfl n0t, , ·pf 

'"{Hllpl<'l(.'d. T h,:, -; r•n·irri; , ,· i l l bp h;· lq 

a1. !li p f::i 111 lly hnnir· \lnnd:1 _\ :1 / l"'rIH>nn 
illld in 1 r1 l1 l f 'll l \\ il l l,r, ;,r I 1"" i t I ' 'Clll" 
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IN RILEY 74 YEARS 

Oldest Continuous Resident of Riley Has Passed Away 

Mrs. Amori B. Cook Dead 

Her Parents Were First Settlers in the Township, 
Corni ng in November, 1836. 

Miss Amina Simmons was born in Salem , Washtenaw 
Co., Michigan, July 3rd, 1836. In November the s ame 
year she came to Riley township with her parents, Mr . 
and Mrs. Atwell Simmons. 

This was the firs t family to settle in Riley 
township, then an unbroken wilderness. The hardships 
and privations which these early pioneers underwent 
cannot be told. Only those who went through the same 
thrilling experience can realize . 

In a short time after Mr. Simmons' family came 
to Riley, Amori B. Cook, , accompanied by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cook, came from Livingston, N. Y., 
and purchased a tract of land ·adjoining Mr . Simmon.ts 
farm. 

Septembe r 20'th, 1853 the subject of our sketch 
was united in marriage to Amari B. Cook and went to 
keeping house on the farm where she h as ever since 
resided. Although her first home was built o f logs , 
rough and simple, she was to all appearance , as happy 
as the bride of today with her beautiful home, modern 
and supplied with all conveniences. 

Four daughters were born to them, one passed away 
in infancy, three daughters beside her husband, survive 
her. The daughters are Mrs. Jerome Dills, Mrs . D. S. 
Pike, of DeWitt, Mrs. Ida Randall, who r esides with 
her parents. Two granddaughters, Mrs. Geo. Pike, of 
Olive and Mrs. Marc Cutler, of Lansing, and four great 
grandchildren also survive her. She is the last of · 
her father's family. 

At the time of her death, which occured Friday 
night at 11 p.m., July 22, 1910, she had ihe distin~tion 
of being the oldest continious resident in Riley township. 
Not the oldest person in the town, but had lived t here 
more years. 

What marvelous changes she had witnessed. Their 
first grain was cut by hand with a cycle. The oxen 
threshed it by treading out the kernels. She had seen 
the ox cart give place to the sterun and electric car, 
automobile, etc. 

She had lived a long, useful life, loved and respected 
by all who knew her. She was of a quiet, unassuming ' 
disposition, with her, once a frien d , always a friend. 
She was devoted to her family and will be greatly missed 
by them as well as by all who knew her. 



She was a charter member of South Riley Grange, a 
member of the Clinton County Pioneer Society. Although 
a member of no church, her faith was strong :Ln the Universal 
Salvation and that some time, some how and some where, 

· the whole human family would be united in perfect holiness 
and happiness. 

Monday afternoon, July 18th, she lay down to rest. 
While asleep that, dread enemy, papalysis, came . She was 
helpless, but knew her friends, until Wednesday morning 
the second call came. From then on she seemed to be in 
a heavy sleep until 11 0 1 clock Friday night she peacefully 
passed away to a better and higher life. 

-Poem-

The funeral was held at the late home Monday afternoon, 
Rev. Mrs. O. J.C. Woodman, of Paw l?aw, officiating. The 
attendance was very large. The cask~t was covered with 
beautiful flowers. 

The choir sang the following selections: "Thy Will 
be Done", "We Shall Meet Them Bye and Bye,'' "Asleep in 
Jesus. 11 

Choir; Mrs. Willis McLouth, Mrs. Carl Van.Fleet, 
organist, Mrs. Will Krass. 

Pall bearers: W. S . Dills, E. N. Cutler, A. Whitaker, 
Charles Rockwell, Edgar Hyde, Mark Hill. 

The interment was in DeWitt cemetery. 

-------------------------------------------

We extend our thanks to those who kindly assisted 
and sympathized with us during the sickness and death of 
our loved one. Also for flowers and music. 

(Signed) A. B. Cook, children and grandchildren. 



Gets Surprise On 
72nd ~irthday , 

(By Abbie E . Dills) 
Dewitt-Satur<;!ay, March 31 Mrs . 

. Ida 0. Cook Randell of South :Ri-
1-ley was given a complete surprise 
· by her sister, Mrs. ~Gelle i.1u,., • i. 
Dewitt and her daughter, Mrs. Ed­
na Pike of Olive, spenumg tue 
afternoon with her in honor of her 
72nd bir thday. A supper was served 
by her daughters, Mrs. Maude Cut­
ler and Mrs. Edna Pike. She was 
presented with a birthday cake 
decorated with 72 candles, by her 
daughter, Mrs. Pike. Mrs.· Randell 
was, bor.1 on this farm in South 
Riley in 1856 and it has been her 
home continuously for 72 years. 
Ever since she was 15 years old 
she has been in poor healt~- and 
for the . past winter has ,been un­
able to leave her home. She re­
ceived many post cards· and an in­
teresting letter from an old school 
mate • of her girlhood, re-calling 
many incidents of their school 
days. Her guests departed, wish­
ing her many returns of her birth-
day. . 



DEATH CLAIMS 1 

PIONEER WOMAN\ 
Mrs. W ill Randall, Aged 72, 
Was Lifelong Clinto n Resi­

dent: Funeral F riday 

(By Mrs. Agnes Steinhardt}· 
East Dewitt - Ida Opl1ella Cook, 

daughter of Amor! B. and Amlma 
Simmons Cook, was born In Rile{ 

I
t. own.ship, Clinton county, March -a , 
1856. ~oe was united In marr iage 
to Will Randr.11 Oct. 23, 1880. Two 

I daughters were born to this union, 
Edna A. and Maude D. 

Mrs. Randall · had been In poor 
health since she was 15 years of age 
but was always cheerful, patiently 
bearing whatever trials life held in 
store '!or her. She hnd always lived 
upon the farm where she was born 
until the death o! her mother, Mrs. 
Cook, In 1910, since when she had 

j divided her time between h er 

I
. daughters, Mrs. Edna Pike o! Olive·, 
:.nd Mrs. Maude Cutler who resides 
upon the old homestead and with 
whom Mrs: Randall was living dur­
ing her last Jong illness. Both 
daughters tenderly cared for t heir 
mother until death ender, her suf­
ferings Tuesday, Aug. 14, 1928, a t 
the age of 72 years, 4 months and 14 
da.vs. 

Besides the daughters, one ·sister. 
Mrs. Estella Dills of Dewitt, six 

, grimdrnns. Glenwood, Loyde , anl:l 
Gerald P ike, Donovan. Ve:·non and 
Nell Cutler. ·and many other rel­
atives and friends wlll miss the 
cheerful smile and loving com­
panionship of the one who has join­
ed the loved ones gone before where 
sorrow and suffering ls w'lknown. 
"Weep not that ner toils are over; . 

Weep not that her race Is run; 
God i;rant we may r est as calmly 

When our work, like hers, Is done. 
Til then. we lea ve in gladness, 

Her spirit to Him to keep; 
And rejoice in the sweet assurance 

He giveth His loved ones, sleep." 
Funera l services were held at · the 

home · Friday . afternoon with R ev. 
Cleaver cf St. J ohru off!c(atlng. 
Mrs. Grace Coon sang "Lead Klt\dly : 
LiJl;ht" and "My Jeous as T hou 
Will." Kenneth Cutler and five · 
IP'Bndrons ot the deceased acted ·._s . 
pallbearers. One grandaon, Loyde 
Pike, who Is In the U. B. navy, no'W ' 
stationed at the navy yard& lh . 
Washington, was unable to be f)!niis0 . 

ent-Tlie floral t ributes werenum-1 
erous and beautiful. She was laid 
to rest in De,vitt cemetery. ~ - .... . 



J·~;..." O~Co;;.,p~';;'d.·;:th . ..r.}~r;. 
s ~r.'·11,'R4.Mr~: a .B . . ,Ooolr, "o(,"~ey, 

, _. 1 were retu$nded:.last.Snnday,thl1t.5-0year~. 
f had'_passed sj.iloe,tµay were,,v.efl, .by sev-

l
. era! of their near'ielatives ·appt'arin~ at 

tbeir home,aqd spending the day with 
· tti~~-':.\:, ~ b?llU:tl!ul ~nuer was s8~ved. 
4n•·~te.r\.istlµg. program •was .. g1v'eu, 
.in which;appea:,id an origin11-l ~m . bv 
Mrs::Este,la: Dills. All report' an en­
joyable. time , nud 'wish '.11,, and J\11,;, 
.Cook-may !iv~ to see m<>Uy mol·e anni­
versaries. · Geo ·, Simmons is the only 
Witn,e!IB-U'\'.illg who &&tended this wed­

. ding:, · jlir: Oook·has one sister ·living, 
M:rs.' P: R'. F1eeman, of Orange Height.;, 
F)orida;,wJ10 was also present: · · 

. ,t! Jo~i fifty yeahs ago t-odUy • · 
· The Umo UOL loug 1 bt9U them HY . 

' \, i- TbtltAinori B, Ouuk too~ for 11[11 bride . 
' ·Amtoa i... S1mmo05:. " 'ho llt~ b)". hia side • . ... ~r . .. ;~t1y f~ar., ~,_ ....... 1''iff1 y~ r•.•.go. 

, ~" Wlth a re1olute will end liubt of heart 
' ·•. E:KCh·uue reaolVed to du lil,1, or bot· part • 
, .: · . 'J."O'·oulld for tbeu,1tehe6 iu ,tie furen a bOme, 
' -.! Whore wild beasts aud t-h& rod tnao sJ,id,roam. 

'-

1

·-. - • l:!"ito· ,•e-,n ~11.0- Firty ,-u.~ •e~-

:· .~h~~ ~!-::, a. Utt.lo clnrlo.r, . built a • \?8' '. 
t f\ ~?tf !I,~n~1s-QJ~!U~-:~:r\~!~e:~~~"tood # 

'l l.:'" .... ) .Nyti far (rqm the p1ace wbO~e: ~eir h9uae . f-" ,','1' ·• DOWal&Ddl, '· h , 
• \,.., :\,.' • .,~7!J~t/iyear: .JBO:, Fiftr,Yura ae~· ·· ,. ,.,. 

~ • ~ 1 Jt~. f::: ~~~\~~0o-:tt8r ~~:hr~ ~~:~!.0' They 
;,) '' ! ... now osu!a raoae . 

. -;- Thea~·greeo 8'umpa ilUd t.a.U 1roajutic , treoa 
· · Stood o.Jlaround them noddioe iu tbe·breeze, 
• l;_ -\~i.rt1,1eara.awO. f'Hty ?Hn Aj:?· 

1·-i .,Not many roars or tl1ne aw it paHea 
:, Were- tbej teft•alooe e'er tbre~ littlol laasea 
'{•.Came to ataddcn their home.on eitrtb • 

. • . -~ Aud fill it wit.h ~bouta of h,oa,bt-er a_pd 
l • • ,• mirth , ~ ,;. , . ..., 
i y-: :~ ., 1 ,Slooo ftft>· years aao, F,itty years ago. 

·' : · ,. ,w -,eo tho three to womanhood had 1rOV(D, 
' '.A. bdabt UtWo cborub came to th& home. 

~ -~·,~i~•o~~;t:~!~:cf :~~~e :Ot.h.:!1~~::i~e•them 
.,,., , ~ ' 0 1e r , 
/~/· .· .:· Si.~ce fift.f!yeara ego, fHt,: '.::r, •~~· 
, ,,. i"Fbeo J:'e~ ~ran~d~uehte~ to ! thorn we~e 

, ,. Wbiob au-~ to their decllolow yeara a teato 
;;_:.,.,., ~1 of,Heaveu; "'. · · 
., . - -~nd rji;, for 1h9i flS9t t.fme ~ ioc~eaae their 

· Haa baeo added to tho c lccle a nice baby 
1,1 i ·. '\ •boy, •·; · 

(- -~ ""':'81.ace fifty years agot fifty years aa-o. 
~... '.1' •~1 (f;: ' . J"l,-_. •• , .. 'I, J. , , 

~,..-.~ .
8

u.~ ~~r:!~bao~Jla1i~b.t~11:o!:.•t · ~an 

l
,ldr, •. ,_.T. h .. ey atlll '' fondly oling-- to.·· '· 1.bolr plop.oe·r . 
(i4.•,,~8b·e~l:i:TJ- Ju,;, and their ~tide, and o,o 
, .. ·rh·. other olace below, - ,.. • 

r ,.>1:": ,p a a~ajlD-'.tbeir heart~ a1 abe baa ,done,· 
• • ·•· C")- · ttuce flhy ,ean ago, · , 

::•, . \ FJtty f8•r, aa.o, t\tty yea rt ,!lSO, 

' t ,Wriheo.~y their lovioa dauirhter, ·r: 1'. ~ \. , : · ,. .• _Es~KL,LA. 

f: 'J,: . ' ' -~'"'nivl n. --· · 



Dewitt Village 
Obituary 

Amor! B. Cook, one of Clinton 
'9ouoty't1 oldest plo~eers, wa.e born I; 
tu L ivonia t ownahtp, L1vtngs ton I' 
coun ty, N. Y .. October 11, 1831. At ,; 

~
1l:. ~:t~e~~s 1~a~~~;s t:e M~~~~~~ai~:~ j: 

settled on a. !arm in Rtley, Clin ton I: 
county. This farm at that time was , 
an unbroken wilderness, trees baTlng • 
to bti telle d tu order to clear u place ! 
for the house to be built. Mr. Cook c 

I 
baa been a continuous resident on I: 
tbM tarm . un til · h hJ dealth whl-.:h oc- • 
curred Saturday. Feb. S, 191~. from • 
luCJrmltles Incident to old age. ; 

He wus un ited In marrage to Miu I ~ 
Anna Simmon&, also a pioneer ot I c~. 
Riley, September 20. 1S53. Four j; · 
daughte rs were born to Mr. and Mrs. 

1
, 

~I~~- g~:k d1lu;ahat,e:d dle~,}:y lnr:~:1;t ! . 
years ago. Inst July. He Is a ur- · 
vlved br two daughters, Mu . Estell& 
DIiis of Oewl\t, and Mr1. ldn Rnadall 
ot Riley. Mrs. Vlola Pike passed 
away five years , ago next May. He 
ts a.111O survived by two granddaught· 
ers, ?1-'lrs: Marc Cullar or RIiey and 
Mrs. Edna Pikl.l of Olive u.nd sf:.: I 
great crandeou·s. Since the death o[ j 
bl• wlto be ho.s boon kludly cared tor 
by his granddaughter and her bus• 
bnnd, Mr. and Mrs. Mo.re Cutia., who i 
have lived In hta house. Mr. Cook, j 

~~~1s ::0:·e1tb:s ::::;~r:as~~l~ th~~vga~ l 
conncctod with u. pioneer life. He 
was a member ot Clinton county 
plont?er ijOclety and a charter 1nem ber 
ot South Rlley Orango and attended 
ae lon,t as be waa able. 

Ho was one ot 10 children and Is 
the laet one ot the tamily to go. Mr. 
Cook was ot a. jovla.1 nature and enJoy­
od a Joko unlil atter the deatb ot his 
wife; after that be seemed to loae 
a ll Interest in llto. Hl1 funeral wa..a 
holrl at h1R late h·ome, Pioneer Farm. 
n.1 it ta coiled, Tuesday . . R,v. F . C. 

~~~~~~r 10or0 !'!i~:l~!rn~~~l~!~tlng. Ia• I 
T ho floral o rrerlngs wer~ numerOU$ I 

n11d baaulitul. 

C.ird of Th.anka 

1

1 
We wish to thank all Cor t heir 

klndn.pH and syinpn.thy ahowo ua Ln 
our recent , bcreavement.-Mr. a od j 
Mrs. Jerome Dilla, Mrs. Ida Randall, · 
Mr. a.nd Mre. Marc Cutlar. and Mrs , 
Edna Pike. 



[IE WITT It 
! 

O~ltuary. j 

Viola H. Cook was born in Riley, 
l"lin ton county, Mich., April 23, 185R. 

She was united in ma-rriage to D. S. 
f-'ike also or Riley, May 11th, 1878. 

They began to keep house in Riley 
and l ived there several years . They 
tb~n •c ent to Lansing and stayed Ol!e 
." t!ar. Six years ago they purchased a . 
home in O.e\\/itt v i llage and have live,? /' 
there ever since. Mrs. Pike was the 
th ird da ughter o( ~Ir. and Mrs·. A. B. 
Cook ot Riley. Mrs. Cook, her molh­
t>r. pas sed away nearly tour years ago. 

Mrs. Pike is survived by ber husband 
he r aged ra t her. t wo sisters, Mrs. Jer- . 
ulll,; Dills, ot LJeWitt a.nd Mrs. Ida II 

Rnndall o r Riley; two nloces, Mrs. Geo 
f-'ige of Olhe and Mrs. Marc Cutler of l 
r{i ley Lesides a large circle or other l 
relatives and friends. : 

She was always ready to help in I 
~1ckn ess and where help was neederi I 
:;he was 10,·ed and respected by all. 
,,one kne w her but to love her. It !s 
1~( 1 '. t hP tear at the moment, shed· 
wtJ~n t he cold turf bas just been laid ! 
O Vf' r' h e r that can tell bow beloved is . 
r !~ t' !-:-µirit tbat fled or h ow deep in our I 
h ~art~ we deplore her. "tis the tear '. 
;_ h rnu~h ll!an y long days wept through '. 
:, lif~ t, y her alas all shaded, 'tis the : 
- :trt n,m ernbran ce fondly kept when ; 
,il l othe r griefs have faded. 1 

.Sh e was a member of no church but 
,ti e tJel ie ved in the universal salva- ; 
tion o f :11 1. That some where and some 
lime the whole human family would 
b<e united in perfect holiness and ha1:­
pi n t-'ss. She wa..s a member or the D. , 

1 , ( R .. f' Jinton County Pomona Grange, 
C linton Co11nty Pioneer Society, also ; 
,;f South Riley Grange. She and Mr. 
Pi k e wpre th e last surviving ehartcr. ,·· 
memb<ers. She expressed herself 
::,3ny tim es a::; not afraid to dte, bur 
she w ant'!<! to live (or her busban<l 's, 
sake . as she kne\v bow lonely and , 
•l ►'~olate the w o rld would be to hi111 
,·.-;ihoul her. \\'bile o u r hearts beat 
rn ::-~·rn path y with !he UereaveJ friends . 
w ... wrnli cl lJ id them \\,: ee p n o t as one 
.1 i1 t:u,. ;. hope. T hin k or the joyous 
· ·1t"•·!ing- with t hose l!On e on before. 
\ l r~ Pih~ !,a!-- be-en In poor health / 
·: :any mon ths. Everything that lovin~ 
Lt-[trf.S a nd willing hands could do was 
Jone but the destroying hand of dee.t!l. 
POuld 11ot be- s ta yed. She q u ietly and 
1'f':°1 Cefi:l:y passed away Friday nigh1.: 
,la,. ~~- l 9H. 

7:he fl'nP r al W <lS held at her lo.t e 
ho?ne ~fond:-t)' a fte rnoon. Rev. F. C . 
Al:uinger or Lansing offic!aUng. 11:- i 
· ~r111ent in De"\Vitt cemetery. The ·D. ! 

•>r· n. a tt en ded the funeral in a booy. · 
.!.ht· flora l o:Terings were numerOU!:"'l 
::nd t,ea1.!Uful. F riends from away 
\·., : f' \\·m. Pi pe of :\'e waygo. Mr. and 
"r, . Roy )li!lan, )!rs. Almeda Brock 
:~n d Cn 1~ght1;i r of Lansing. 

fa.rd oi Thanks;. 
I wi: .. h to th ank nl l for the kind- i 

l.•· ~!-- ~nd ~yi::pri lhy ~hown m e ic. m y I 
:r•' <t{ ~crrow. also ior the beautiful 
:1,; w,, rs . D. S. PIKE. 



-~~ Fa~ili;;-iioid 
'.f -.Gather~g Sunday 
.,., . - --
.i _; (By Mrs: 'Frank Steinhar-dt) , 

,, . . East Dewitt-A .pleasant gather- ; 
Ing bf the Pike and Cook faml)ie·s I 
w~ 1 held at t-he home or Mr. arid : 
Mrs: Fr_ank Steinhardt of East De- J 
'ef!tt Sunday/ . . I 
,,.Those .present were .Mr. and Mrs. , 
Wm. ,J. Pike, son . Walter 'Pike ,and .

1

. 

¥rs. IJouise Pike of Newaygo, D. S. 
Pike and Mr: and Mrs. Jerome Dills . 

: of Dewitt, Mrs. Edna Pike and sons 1 

Glenwood, ·Loyde and Gerald and 
· M·: F. Pike of Olive, Mrs. Marc, Cut-. 

!,er _;and -son ,Ne'll -.an:d Mrs, Ida Ran­
_da·ll .of ·.Rile'Y.·· Eight of the relatives 
were past'.,seventy years old. 
'-,Mr. and Mrs: 'W. ,T. Pike, Walter 
Pike and . Mi's. Louise Pike or Ne­
.w,aygo , were. entertained at . the 
~teinhardt h·ome over the week .end. 
,: Monday Mr .. and Mrs. W. J .,,Pike, 

Mrs. Louise· Pike, Walter Pike and 
,Miss Marie ,Ferlong .of Newaygo, M . 
. F. Pike and ' Mrs. Agnes Steinhardt 
·ot East Dewitt and D. S. -Pike of De­
witt took dinner with Mr. and Mrs .. 
J erome Dills 'at their home in De-

. ,w1tt. ' 
..,,, ... --· - .. ' - -- . 



c1·:nton.·County Sesquicentennic:ll 
·Atwell Simmons.first settler in Ri·le.y Town.ship · 

Edi/or's Note: In celebration of the sesquicenten­
nial of Clinton· County, the Clinton County News in 
cooperation with the Clinton County Historical Socie­
ty and Clinton County Archives will present weekly 
features about individuals and liappenings i n Clinton 

1 County from years. ago. 
Following is this week's feature, written by Ken 

Coin,_ about Atwell and Lovina ·rKnappJ Simm_ons. 

· I. By KEN COIN 

I The first" setUement in w~at would become Riley 
I I Township began in the summer of 1836 when Atwell 

Simmons made a !rip from his home in Salem, 
Washtenaw County to the Scott settlement .on the . 
Looking Glass River. ' , : · ; , . : . 

He made the trip with the intentions ol surveying 
the surrounding country side in J:!opes ol locating 
some favorable governmental la.nd. · 

His wife had given him explicit instructions that 
any land he considered for a new home should c.on­
taln a:good. sugarbush and be_irr close proximity to a 
late, a throw back to her 1glrlhood days spent near , 
Horieoye Lake in Ontario County; New York. · 

ATWELL· WAS lmpressed·witb the land near the 
"Scotts." The parcels he noted and eventually pur- , , 
chased from the, government land office at 
Kalamazoo on July 30, 1836, lay ln Riley and Olive 
towns~lps. · ·- · 

He was also able to oblige his wue:s requirements 
, as Muskrat Lake was but a short distance off and the 
sugarbush which was on the tract ·would later gain a 
reputation .as one of the best li1 southern Clinton 
County. • · . 

Atwell Simmons was born In Bristol, Ontario Coun­
ty, New York on Sept. 26; 1806, the son of Ephriam 
and Lydia (Bowen) Simmons. · · · 

His. entire youth was spent in that region and In 
November of 1830 he was married to Lovlna Knapp. 

She was born on May 22, 1805; at Nassau, 
Rensselaer County, -New, York, the daughter of 
Samuel and Polly (Hines) Knapp. As a young girl, 
her parents had moved to Ontario where the re­
m alnder of her youth was spent. 

I IN JUZ, Atwell and Lovin a moved to Michigan ter­
ritory, settling In Salem Township. Here, two 
children were born to them, George Riley and Amina 
Louisa. · • 

I Jn ·November of 1836, after proper preparations, 
I the Simmons family set out In a wagon, drawn by ox­

en, with one cow tied lo the rear of the wagon box. 
Regarding their early life- ln. Riley Ti>wnshlp-, th·e 
following was written early In this century by their 
great-granddaughter, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt. 

THIS_ PHOTOGRAPH ol the· descenclents of Atwell and l;ouina (Knapp) Sim- •. Photograph courtHy Faye Han11n Pul!llc Library 
<:mons was taken .In .Alley; T.~wnshlp.Jn 1900. $tar:i.d.(11Q-,(1.el_~ 19 rigt\l)d ~r<?ti:J.e. ·,;. ~utler, Maud (Randall) Cutler. Seated (l~f.t to right): Amorl 8. Cook, David Scd,tt 

Dills, Estella (Cook) DIiis, George R. Simmons, Elizabeth (Tucker) Simmons, Pike, Viola (C'Ook) Pike, Ella (Simmons) Pike, Ida (Cook) Randall; Amtna (Sim, ·", 
Edna (Randall) Pike, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt, unknown, unknown, Marc . D.L. mons) Cook, unknown, Millard FIimore Pike. 

. . 

,, .. ~~ 
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) 
"The roads were in a terrible condition and the ox-

, en were often mired. After a six day journey they ar­
rlved in DeWitt. Leaving-his family with Willlam 
Webb and his wife who lived. about a mile west of the 
Scott settlement, Atwell went on to cut a road 
through the forest and to build a Jog cabin for a home. 

THI.S CAJJIN was 14 by 16 feet, built without boards 
or nails. Logs were fastened together with wooden 
pins. A shake roof was boun<l on with poli:s. A pun­

I cheon flocfr of split Jogs with a space_ In front of a 
large fireplace, fllied with clay for a hearth and with 
a quilt hung In place for a door, Atwell brought his 

. family home. . 
The time required to ·build this crude cabin was 

less than two weeks. Later, a door was made or the 
dry goods-box :in which their goods were packed 
while moving. - . 

Here, in an unbrokeil wilderness, with many wild 
animals about and only Indians fo.t callers, Alwell 
began clearlit"g the land. Water was obtained from a 
spring .a short dlstanc~ west of the cablp. . . 

One day the little boy, George, was sent to the spr­
ing with a sml!l} p_aU for water; He soon ran.back to 
the .cabin exclaimin~. !I·foup.d a.llt~e do~!e ~ut It 
ran a:W,ay and woul~J> .t play with.me.- . . . .. . . 
· THE PAIJENTSsoon learned that It was a wore In-

stead of a dog'.;1, · , ... ·: ,:- . . . 
With no fences, the . cattle often· .strayed · some 

.~µ.- : 

' 
_;'., .. !.f, . -

Loulna (Knapp) Simmons 

) ) 

distance from the cabin. One night, Livona went in 1882·wh~n they retired to DeWitt: . rlage, Lovina's aunt and Lavina's cousin married 
search of the cow and became lost in the woods. She They had. two children who llved to matunty, Atwell's sister- . . 
round a tree which.had failen and become lod~ed In Hiram Atwell Slmmons and El!a (Mrs. Milla.rd The practice perpetuated onto Atwell and Lovlna's 
another. Climbing this tr·ee she waited the com mg of Filmore Pike). , . ' : · . . descendants· as .. 'their grandson, Hiram Simmons, 
day break. Towards mornln~ she was startled by ~e . Amina Louisa Simmons, · a· mere ·mfant_ of four married Atwell's brother's stel)-daughter, Carrie 
sound of a gun. Fearing Indians, she remained quiet months when _her parents bro,ught her to Cl~nton Swift; their granddaughter, Viola Cook married Iser 
until the lights came·near. Then, shewa~ oyerjoyed County, married a young man -from -an adjomlng own second cousin (and.a foster son of het father's 
to find that her husband and another pioneer were homestead, Amor! B. Cook on Sept 20, 1853. . sister) David Scott Pike, also a granddaughter of 
searching for he!:'._'... ' ...:.... . He had come with his · parents, J~seph and Atwell and Lovlna and the practice, perhaps, con-

.· Atwell held many positions In local artatrs, Charlotte (Herrick) Cook to R_iley In 1840. . eluded in the Dec. 13, 1905, marriage of the Simmons' 
especially the schools of w~ich be_ was a generous. His fat~er had, however, ma_de an earlier. ap- ,great-grandson, Georges. Pike,. to an~t!Jer·great-
benefactor. Lovin a is credited with giving Riley pearance 10 1838 at ~blcb time l;le purcb~sed tbe_land ·grandchild, Edna Randall. ·. · · · 

· Township its name. She used the same as a middle and built a log·house. Following thell'' mamage, Now, . while all of. this may sound like ' a 
name for her son, George Riley Simll\ons. ·· Amor! and Al!llo~ occupied a log cabin on t_be Cook genealo_glst's nightmare, it Js·presented here as an 

Atwell died in Riley-Township on Oct. 27, 1881, and homestead. . . . • · . example of norm.al family ties in 19th centµry Clinton , 
Lovlna remained there until the time of her death on Their homes Improved with time and they rem am- ·county. · · , , 
April 30 189i. · . . - ed on this homestead until their deaths.• They bad Equally it ls an important concept to remember 

GEORGE R. SIMMONS who had com~ to Clinton three daughters who grew to adulthood, E; E~tella when rese~rchlng any aspect of ear1y·c11nton County 
county with his parents at the age of roui:, married .- · (Mrs. Jerome Dillsl,Jda O. (Mrs. William Randall), history. The mam reason, however,_ ls that people 
his former school teacher, Elizabeth Tucke, on Dec. and Viola H. <Mrs. David Scott Pike). 1 · . ' came to'tbls county or rel~l\ted'WJUil!l u bec,use of 

:21, I85~. ~' · . · • ·· •. · -; · • ~ ,_. . . , , Atwell ·and· Lovipa (Knapp) Simmons were both family coiinectlons, often bl~de~ .. ~)'. ~e: p_ass!Di of 
She lla!f come to the area lil.1850 with her pare.nts, -members oh_ large co?tplex _family network which generations. '- · ·: , , ·,; · • , ·: .. ~f ·; , ~~'-- _.. ··. ,, · ., 

Hiram and Lucy (Snjl\cb): Tucker, ·F_oll~~-il_)gU~eµ-_, ; extended b~ck .to, PtU'ltan.New Engl~nd (perhaps • Atw~U and·Lov_in_a Sim,~Olls.were,also· lmpo_rtant 
marriage, George and EllZ~be~_took ovl\!qai:t of Ill~ • ,. '. earlier>,. · '·· . . . . . pioneers ·within theli:- o"'.li·, ~xtenqe4_,_fa1t11lfY. as the 
p11rents'.. l;lomestea:d; the port1011 wbJch ,f~Y-.fn Oltv~ · _· · !N_TER![ARRIA!}E W~H.{Ntbe_ ~.1ttendecJ family, · .firs~ to~ome to Cll_nton_Co~ntyi ¥a1~.y•other_ close·and 
Township aµd remaine~ .there first_ l.q fl sm,,~1. a~an~ . typlc~ of. m11n>:_ early A~-~~can Jamilles, . was co_m• .. lllstan:t branc,hes of the Sjni~ons !1/14 Xnapl) families 

· doned Jog cabin :and 1ai!lr·m a fin~ ~~a~e ~9,use until . . monplace: A~well',s-. falhei:; we~, :for ~ s~c~nd ~~,r: •. woWd follow !1Je.1r_lead. ·•··<· : '·;'..:f-:"'. '_(('· 
· ;;._· ··, ... . . ~r \ ::·!. · · ·: ,_, · ,- ·~,:-•, · ·- ~,· , •.....,; . . .. , --;t'-:~··-i·.,,., 

II_ 

,;f . . . 
::.~ ~.f .. _1.1~1!.l'.Uf!!l~~?~U,1'.u~~llllt:i.rn,.~~ v ,. 

' ~ ~lt . . . ..,, . .. ' . ' 
U'lr~:i"(Jr. .e/,/,f-1~--~ l.a,;si,;~, ,ifid1 

- ------~--_ .. ,_ _____ -,-~. --~--__,.._.._•,- · - ·- , .... _ __,_ .._ __ 
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!DEATH C[AIMS. 
1 AGED PIONEER I ··· 1 ~ _',.> • • I · I I . d :, (} 
i 'Q' r'- , . ,. 7v; 

: Mrs.' J erome B. DiJ.ls, 85, Wai; 
Lifelong Resident of 

This County 

1 Mrs. Jerome B. Dills. 85, of De-

l; witt, prominent gran~t: member and 
llfe-long resident of Clinton county 

: died Saturday, Sept. 16, after a long 
: Illness. Funeral services were held 

I 
Tuesday at Dewitt. 

Emeline Estella. eldest daughter 
1 of Amari and Amina Cook, and 

I granddaughter of Atwell and Lavina 

I 
Simmons, Riley's first pioneers, we.s 
born In Riley township, Clinton 

• county, Aug. 6, 1854. She received 
her education In the Simmon s 
school In Dewitt, then began teach­
Ing at the age or 15. 

February 22, 1876, she was united 
In <:".larrilv.!e to Jerome H . Dills, wh o 
passed on Nov. 17; 1938 . 

F or many years Mr. and Mrs. Dllls 
I lived In Riley and In Olive town­
' ships and In Dewitt, occupying their 
1 late home since 1907. I Mrs. Dills Joined South Riley ! 
, grange as a charter member, June 

1

1 11, 1874, transferr ing to Dewitt ! 
grange In 1882, and she had been a 

i continuous and faith ful member of 
I the Of"der fo:-65 years. She was al- • 
so a member of Pomona, the state 
and the national granges and as 
long as health and strength permit­
ted, she was an enthlll;last!c worker 
in the order which she lov.ed . so 
much, 

Many times she ··acted as Install­
Ing officer In subordinate, county 
and state granges, ltSlng the very 
lmpr~lve ceremony; composed In 
verse, which she committed to· incm­
ory, many years ago. Such not­
ables as the late George B. Horton 
and Mary Mayo were Installed as 
sta te master and chaplin, respective­
ly, by Mrs. Dills. 

P ossessed of a congenial and 
friendly spirit, she w!ll be greatly 
rru.ssed by her many friends. During 
the last long illness of her husband, 

Sickness Kept This Pioneer Woman Away 
From St. Johns Old Home Week; Parents 

Were the First Settlers _in Riley Township 
The follo wing letter written t<J the township its name of Riloy. 

.1 . 'I\', Fitzgerald by !l!rs. J e rome My grandparents Q[l my father', 
Dills tells or some interesting tacts side, )fr. and Mrs. Joseph and 
about tbe early history or her !am· Charlotte Cook, · wer e also nmong 
ily and the township or R iley: Riley's Cirst pioneers and locateJ 
~Ir. J. W. Fitzgerald , inst_ west o r the Simmons home· 

St. Johns. )Jicb. stead in the spring or 1841. Thei r 
Dear Sir: ol(lest daughter was t he first wbile 

I regret very much that sickness marriage iu the tqwnship (Char •. 
µre,•ented our meeting wl tb the lcnte Cook Newman.) Grandfath­
pioneers on Wednesday or Home er was a shoemaker by t rade ancl 
Coming week. • made bo_ots and sboea !or the whole 

I was born in Riley township, community Cor several years. T l1us 
August 6th, 1854 , on the rar m n ow I h~ve the honor ·o! betng a de-. 
owned by :11. D. Cutler. My granrt- scendant o! R!ley's first plone_crs 
paren ts on my mother 's side M r and a teacher ID the rural schools 
and )!rs. Atwell and Lovina 'Sim: ot ___ J.l-1 iley~d _olivtl t ownships~ ·om 
,nons were the first settlers o! the ~ p r , ._ ,· , l 8'!~ ~'l'W1l the ,_ . ; .. r 

! to wnship. Arriving In tbe month -~l5. ·ha,\>'~:.11 "faYs .'.been a re-_!>19' , \ 
or October , 1836, wit h the oxen o r lhe county, : . - . . 

I 
and wago[l, two children, the My hus band, Jerome ·Dills:· ha~ · 
yo ungest three months old (my been a r esident o! the county 74 

, mother) a few household goods la years and is nearly 76 years old. 
I a dry goods box , with tne cow tl•rl Resoecttu!ly, · 
I hehind the wagon. (St. Johns at Mrs. Jerome Dllls. 
, '.h3r time was nothing but a howl: (Nee Estella Cook) 
:nee wilderness.) grandmother gave Dew itt. ?lllch. 

she constantly attended him until 
her strength failed. 

Since January, she had been con­
fined to her bed, patiently awaiting 
the call which came Saturday eve­
ning, Sept. 16. 

Toe funeral was held at the Com­
munity church In Dewitt Tuesday 
afternoon, with Rev. Toy of!icla tlng. 
Dewitt grange and Pomona mem­
bers attended In a body. 

Mrs. Leon Blizzard and Mrs. Glen 
Curren sang with Mrs. Donald Reed 
as pianist. 

The pall bearers were !our grand 
n~phews, Donovan, Vernon and Nell 
Cutler and Gerald .Pike-

A niece, Mrs. Maud Cutler, and 
other relatives survive. 

Interment was In Dewitt cemetery , 
1,~,1r1e her httSban d W!.10 p receded j 

'"5 th•m a ,.year-.t ' ~. . . 



rr l,U, vt::U::UI Ult: UVL,11, rr t::UUUlY 

Anniversary on February 22nd 
' · 

I 

I' . Mr. and Mrs. Jerome DIii• 

. Mr. and Mrs. J erome D111s, prom• the weddina- iOWn, the roa.d.s were 

~~~~~-~
0!nr11

:~b~:S:'c~~lrDe~~~ :c~a!i,h~e~:e::t:mm~~: t~e ~~~ ! 
wedding anniversary on Saturday, lowing- de.y. Mr. and Mrs. Dills lived 
Feb. 22. At the last meet.lnr o! De• with her parents tor a rew years. 
wltt grange the following account o! then moved to Dewn.t villare. 
their lives, wrltt.en by Agnes Pike In 1889, they purchased a !arm Jn 
Steinhardt, was reaa: Olive, Just south of the Brown 

Emeline F..st.eUa, eldest daughtet school house, 
of Amari and Amina Cook, and Here they lived !or sixteen years, 

I 
a:randdaua:hter or Atwell and Lavina mak.lnr many lmproveml?nts on both 
Simmons-Riley's f irst pioneers- farm. a.nd buildings. 
was born Aui. 6, 1854, on one ol the In 1905, they sold this place to 

1 pianeer .!arms. In sectlon 25 In Riley Charles Cole and In 1907 they again 
, t.owiuhip, Clinton county. It 1s now came to Dewttt vlllage and erected 

the home of her niece, Mrs. M. o. the beautiful home where they have 
Cutler. .slnce resided. Mrs. Dills joined 

I 
She attended• the Simmons school South Riley grange as a charter 1 

and also a select sch(l()l In Dewitt , ~f~~ei)e1!,tf ~~:;,.81:;~ A~;i, PiJ1~ ! 
t&Ulht by Mrs. Caroline Bement, 
then began teaching when 15 year& Both have held ,nearly all the offices I 

~ ot a.ge. She taught at OUve Center, in the grange to which they were 

I the Va.nDyke, now known a.s the eUrtble. Each one has occupied the 
Plowman district, the Simmons and ma.ate.r's chair several years. Both 

l the Kincaid schools. have also held many oHlces In the I 
1 Jerome Ha.tzard D111s was b0rn in :~r;dt.y asgri:t:111~nid 0f:t::: 1~

11
~~:,:~ 

I Oak.land county, about 16 miles dlnate, county and st.ate granges 
I !rom Detrol t, Oct. 21, 1850. ln the many times. uslne the very lmpres- , I spring o! 1852, hls par1mts, Ml-. and slve ceremony, composed 1n verse, 
Mrs. William Dills, came to Dewitt which she commltt.ed to memory, 
1i0wruhip and located on a large many years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Dills 
farm one mile north ot Dewitt vll- are Unlversalls~ In belie! and 
lare, where he rrew to ma.nhood. On followers or the golden rule. As long 
ttle eventna or Feb. 22, 1878, at the 84 health perm.ltt.ed, they were act­
home 1n Rlle;', 1n the pre~nce · or Ive In many clvtc movements: which 
many lnvlt.ed ruests_, Estella. Cook: had as their object the upbuildlng 

, a.nd, Jerome DU ls were united · in and betterment o! manhood and 

I 
lll.llrr1.li;e by Rev. Swl!t, tllen past.or womM'lhood and they __ have"-illwa,«• 
ot the Dewit.t. M. E. church.· They been ready to lend a helping hand 
were attended by Viola COOk. sister whenever and wherever needed. 

1 or the bride, and David Scott Pike. A celebraUon or their golden wed­
I O! the large number or guests d1nr anniversary was held at their 

I 
pre.sent on that occasion, only four home ten years aao. It La not often 
are llv1I13 today. They arc Marta that a couple are permitted to cele- J 
Mahar. now Mrs. Hurd ; Lydia brate their stxtlcth anniversary and 

1 
J Brlnkerhol!, -later Mrs. Pennell; we are il•d that Brother and Sister ; 
· Scott Pike and Will Br1nkerhott, Dills. whom. we au hold in such high ! l then a lad of four year:;. The wed- e:iteem, have been spared to observe I 
1 ding trip took them to· Salem, this occa.slon. 
1 W&&htenaw county, where lived. We are glad, t.oo, that they h ave 
, mahy relatives a·t that Ume, I am remained true to the grange since 
1 told the winter of '76 wa.s mild and they rlrst joined the order, .so ma.ny 
the road.:,; were either very l''Ough or years ago. Although they are not 
very muddy. o.thbele1rtohe':1-~t.st w•lthre uswlt.hofteusn. waendknothwe I 

Ttier.e were no paved or Improved ..... 

1 road! at that time and a two .,:eatc·c1 many evidences of their good works I 
I 
open carriage, drawn by two horses, and the noble influences or the pa.st. 
was their means of t ravel. mak.e us feel that they arc with us 

when ever we nieet. I 

I 
They did not drive f ifty miles an Among my earliest recollections of 1 

hour but. usually reached their the grange IS the dlgnlUed and I 
destination. Impressive manner In which both 

When the bride to be, with her Brother and Sl&ter om., fllled all 
pa.rents, went to Lan&lng to select statlons assii'ned them. I 

· Mr. and Mra. OUJs are well known 
and have a. large circle or friends 
who wlll join with us In extending 
to them our heartfelt con,ratula­
tlons. 
'Tls sixty ye&.rs stnce vows declared 

Whether falr or stormy weather, 
Slx'ty years since they agreed 

To walk life's road together. 
Stalwart youth or twent.y-rtve 

Fair maid or t.wenty-one 
And to h1m she b a..s to.tr 

M when Ure had Just beiUll. 1 
Dlatingutshed a.re they, Lhla Sister · 

a.nd Brother 
Whom, _to honor. we may 



MARRIED FIFTY. 
YEARS ff B.. 22 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome · Dills Of 
Dewitt Ob~rve Anniversary· 

With Moclc \',(~\!ding . ' 

Comparaitlvely tew married coup-; 
. lea a re spared to r.h~r8 the joys and ' 

sorrows ·or wedded.ht8 together ·ror 
6v years, but Mr. and b1rs. Jerome 
Dilts oc De)vitt were granted this , 
ple~sure, wben Monday, Febru,-ry 
ii, 1926, marked their 5Uth •weddmg 
anniversary. With· 60 rel1tttves aria 

::.~bio:1a~!\!~~~i::erha~8~~!~ite:. 
Golden weddings 1n thcruselV("~ 

at'e unll!iua.l al.la thh~ ·0118 Was ·es.: 
peciaJlr so as t1ve ol'. tne guests 
{)re.Sent atiende'd · th<;:1r wed<hug · 5u 
years ago, when Mil:iti B. E8tella 
lJO(JK, eluest daught~r o f l!lmori ana 
Ahuin"'- Cook, becaruo ihe brido Ot 
Jerome h . lJ1Jls o! Otive, at ,he1·' par­
en1,al home in Riley township, <..:tin­
tou county, l<'cb. 2i, U:i7.6. 'l'hE:Y. were 
atte"nded by her sister, V'ioi~ a.ua 
hUS;band; l\:lr. and 1\lrs. D. ~- Pui:e 
.i.D.q. the marriage vows were l'ead 
Ly Rev. A .. J . :::iwirt, pastor Qt tl\t:: 
1\-1. K church ot Dewitt. , · 

The guests present who withess­
e4 the cer.emony SU years ag~ ''11.j'.!l'O 
D. S. Pike, best man, Mrs, lua Cook 
.Kandell, sister or rthe brkle, · Omar 
li. D111s, brother or the gro~m. )Y. 
D. 8rtnKerhotr, nephew or tbe 
groom -and l\'irs. Marie Mahal' .H"rd. 

A mock wedding was staged at S 
o'clock in the ev·enlng when -to the 
Strams ot ·a wedding march played 
t,y Miss Allee Pallgec.t, Mr. ana Atrs. 
Jer:Ome Dills, attended by •Mr. and 
Mrs. Omar Dills and accompanie~ 
by Mci.rc D, Cutler who aoted ·as the 
cler£:yman, took their places1 be[ore 
the' tay window where the marria:;;e 

io~~= a~~~:/:d~p;~~~~~~1sr:~~ 
'70 years ago, the brtdegrooJU wear­
ing the same suit pe •wpre at his 
'Y"'edding 50 years ago. The bride, 
gowned in a weddipg dress ot> long 
ago and a long: wedctu1g yei! loq~ed 
Very trim. 'rho bride and her m;:i.­
trpn ot honor carried' bouquets or : 
yellow Jonquils. Mr . Cutler in his 
s!jk t ile steel-bowe<! apectac!e~ a"l4 
clf)rpymau'.s _l~ng ,poat 91,qe , y~rr. 
?!~it'ie9, ap,p~~ra.~ce. r , : , , 
· .A~ter congratul,atlons:, .·were . ot­
ter ~d a 18.p supper was served. Dur- I 
tng. ,the repa.s~, a beautttul ' bttde's 1 

ca~~ y,as p/aced.1)e!o~~ ~he ·brlcle. to· 1 
<mi\ a.~d serve ~er ~e~.: i~lhi~ .w1ke1 

liiph :was_ put 1,1~ ln i;p,:ramid shape 
ao4 decorated Wiih'limall {1a:gs~ W-18 
the -counter part" of the bride's cake 
•~rved at the ·~,edding·oP ye~rs•ago.,, 

The ev.enlng was s]lent ln playing 
games, music, ~tc. Betore t'he .guests· 
adjourned to return lo their homes 
an 'old itme dance was indulged in 
!or a short tiine which brougfit·· 
forth much laughter. 

Mr. D11ls said the winter they 
were married was an open one nnd 
the roads very bad. T•heir wedding 
t r ip was taken to Sal em,~ Mich., 
where they vlttlt ed r~Ja.tive,. 

The bridEt a t · tP,e G_lose ' ot , . the . 
..yed~tng . cerem.ony read a poC:m 
whi~h was very apt tor this occa­
s\on entitled '"(,ettlng 'Along." In­
tebatt o! t he guests Mr. Cutler in 

· hli, very pl easing manner preaent-­
.e'1 Mr. and :Mrs. Dills with a bea.u-
titul' ·el6Clric"rtoor lamti." · · 

"Jerome H ." Dills, ·sou ot ·Mr. · and 
1,!rs. Wil!i,µn Pills 'l\1'.S born in a 
log cabin in the township ot Farm­
ington, Oakland cou,nty, Oct. 21, 
1850. When he ·was l½ years old 
his parents moved to· Olive town-
>hlp In A~ril 21, 1852. . 

E . EsteHa 'jcoo ', .. e~f 4a~~ht?f 
or .Mr. and ~ra. --PP~!'- Wi\8 
born.

1 
August 6, 1 4'' ·l~~ J!.A!lS~ 

ljl ailey townsh!P,, jlntAn county, 
QD the farm ~ow pwnjjd RY Ml\. and' i - . •,,. , -· 
)4:ra. Ma.re Op.tier. Nr:· . all " ¥r's, Witt grange in t~~· earl.y 80 ~. Mrs,1 
D.Hl~ with the .~xcoptlonotJ1r. P illa Qi1~s has held au·the 9mccs.in the 
elf,J:lY life have ~l~aya pee'!l,_~pent {p. Dewitt .gr~nge -except! ov~rseer , 
RlJey and Qlive.: p.nd · De~itt -hff,~ !f!,ewl;J'd -~~d . t:easurer a.;~d .~oth 
be~n ,his pos/ Q!f1~e tor 73 ypars. . .... -held 'lllAl!Y Ol!ita • . in ·cY1nt8H.I 
' In the year . 19A6,' they r&tir'eq potintY-PP!'lO~a 'grari~f Mf DilYs' ts 
from !ar m lJ(~ ~Hld hav~ aiqce re, ;at present treasurer of the Dewitt• 
sided In DeWltt

1
y l1fage: lP. 1997 Mr

1 
1 range, au_ oftlce, .he has held ror 

Dills built a moderH, hJ:Jffi~ ~t thA years.' Mu. Dill& ·ha.rt been nnd still 
corner o[ tetfenqn _404 ·· t?~ot~ tills the ottke or inS:taI111rn oftic~r 
streets where tq.ey q,Ow r eside. " . ~ . . , .... +', ' ,i.. p •, . , --.: :::;r;: T r • -

llir. and ~r•- 0111• 111•r• .,1~1ays}Af•~~~, /)'~rr9%:\"l'a11s••· The l,DSl~ls• 
bee_n v~_ry act_i~·e I~ .. ~ra~ge ~ orkf'fat1on ,: ser vice'_ which she h'as · in 



l! . MAPLE RAPIDS 1) 
' Harriet Blizzard, the daughter of 

OJi,·er and l\fary Blizzard, was born 
in England, Feb. 24, 184, , and died 
June 20, l 913. At the age of four 
year s she came with her parents to ' 
Ollio w here they resided fiYe year s, ! 
afterwards mo,·i ng to 0li\·e, Cl into:1 
countY. and later to :Ylaple Rapids 
where :\!rs. Cook resided 49 years. Jn 
1865 she was mar ried to Thomas 
Cook, who passed a,1·ay 42 years ago. 
She IeaYes to mourn their loss one 
son, Charles, and the following bro­
thers and sisters- ::\lrs. Kate Miller 
.inti Oliver ll lizzard of ::\laple Ha11ids; 
l•:nos Blizzard or St. Johns; Mrs. 
Amelia Dunting of Gladwin county; 
Mrs. Clara Payne of ::\Iiddleton; Thos. 
Blizzard of Detroit and Char les of 
Sickels. 

Cook 



A_. ~. Woodbury Weds Prominent St. 
Johns Musician ir, Sunday Cer~mony, 

A quiet wedding wo,s ~olemni;r,cd at 
3 o'clock Sunday afl.crnoon. Ma,y 2 
ot St. Jol111's Episcopal church, when 
Mrs. Grace M . 0001,, pl'Otnlncnt mu­
f'lQl11n , became the brlde of A . L. 

: Woodbury. T h e ceremony WILS per­
: formed In the presence of the Im­
mediate famlllcs by Rev. Rollin J . 
Fnlrb1rnlc..~ before the · 11ltar bcauU­
fully clccoratccl wl\.h Ell5tcr lilles. 

T he bride was nl.tirec\ In o. navy 
, bluo htce afternoon frock wlLh 

m11-Lchln11; strnw hat. This wns com­
plcmenled by a corsage of plnk ro:;e­
buds and lilies of the valley. 

After the ceremony n dcllghtful 
; luncheon wa

1
s served the wrctding 

j party at l.he 1ome of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee Woodlmry. 

Mrs. Woodbury has been an in­
structor of piano in this clty, for 
sevcrnl yco.rs, and or!(anlsL at Lhc St. 
John's l;plscopnl church for Lhe In.st 
Ilvc years. She n lc.o dl rcet.s the 
_junior ·choir. LasL ·f nll she Joined 
t.he facully of t.hc P. · t Studios of 
M1111Jc 11 11 <1 Dnunn. h• al.••d In 1.hi­
Wllson bullcllng ln l,anslng. Mr. 
Woodbury is o. well and favorably 
known norlst ln St. ,Johns. where he 

l
i.hn.s been Jn bu3J11css wiLh his broth­
er. Lee A. Woodbury, for many years. 

l
Thcy will reside n.t t he count ry resi­
dence of the groom after May 15. 
,· .... __._ - --

IHRS. A. L. WOODlllntY 


