














R e n e
Worried in Lousing, (et 20, THA
Chatons Cole of Riley and Jennie Vaofleet:
of Ulive: o ad U s e nwd plagee,
Major Lewis of Hinghnn and L Readel
of Ritey. The happy conples pedurned fo
the vepidenes of Doy Vanfleoh abont five
o'eloek 1Y ML where {hey were et by n-
baat thirty Ave reladives of Myoand Mes,
UL CeTe st e bles doaded with e ehodce-
aat Kindw of entndden in preead nbhmdnoes
to which ot were vited to partake nod }

did wo i s omnmer highty complimentay §
tor the e bilen judping by the sanoun b of

Tempty plader maon to bie fonud, Meo anda
My Cabe wers Ure pecipdonts of Fhefollow- |
P e tietes s Al o Meso Dev Vanlleod, !
At eilver knoves and forls By Vaollees,
Liabte eloth, feuit dheh oud pair fowels;
Moo Msc IO Viandeet, pade towels;
M aad e AL Whilaker, pair eolion
Unanetrhivetns Mreopnd Mva Varney Pearee
large pavlor gy Bracel Al Penren,

whnes bof L Bali; Josie Pearer, glnnd

packle divdes Varuie Peavee dr, okt hand

dishieny Mss 508 Teires, prold Buonsd hrend
plade. The eelativen of Moo U'ole did noi
undrestnmd there were ta e presents
brought or there would bave heen miore
el prrobabiy there witl he more and will §
come jusb s neceptable. Abhand Bo’eliek
Caplo Myenomarehed up with hia Coo oy
!»li? valunteers {none hod ta L adeaffed

‘hu! went frerly) will avmed with threed
wonn sd Dvoonitk piois ond oneeow bell,

Thiy prhayed ac few tunes and prove thiree
vatsingreheers foe he banhing hridea, Hien

deporeied Tor theie hiomes focling muel
Letger T presime Yor fheir fnn,

. I e,
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Funeral cards trom the Scrapboock of . Harry Moon

Now owned by Eleanor Moon McKinney {15g4)

Leah Payne Conrike- Sept. 15, 1873 - Aug. 12, 1956

Colonilal Chapel- LEstes Leadley Funeral Home

Wed. Aug. 15, 1956, 11:00 a.m.

Rev. C. Harry Mocon Mt. Rest Cemetery

Pallbearers: Bruce Bailey, Richard Payne, Farley
Bouts, Charles Andersan, Rehert Pavne, Edward Reynolds.
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Among the great chain of events that occured during Mich-
igan's quest for statehood, perhaps none stands out wore prow-
inent than the now infamous "Toledo War". This dincident has,
over the past one hundred and fifry years, been a subject of .
great conlbtroversy among historians just as it was a tremendous
controversial issue in the 1830's.

Setting aside the issue of the "war" and all debate that
has proceeded it, DeWitt d1s proud to hold among its roster of
promlinent early picneers, a veteran of that struggle, Addison
U. Cook,

Addison was born in Bennington Co., Vermontl in 1817, a sou
of Elisha Cook, Jr. Addison's paternal grandfather, Elisha
Coouk, 5r., descended from a pround old New Enpland family which
dated its American beginnings to the 1640's in the colony of
Mussachusetts, and his paternal grandmother, Abigail (Williams)
Cook, was a direct descendant of the venerable Roger Williawms,
founder of Providence, Rhode Island.

As a child, Addison was brought by his father to the
territory of Michigan where they settled in Salem township,
Washtenaw county. They remained there for several years,
living among numerous olher branches of the large Cook family.
It was from Salem that Addisen answered Lhe call to arms for
the conflict that would later be known as the "Toledo War'.

The war itself has become a source of amusement by later
historians; somewhat of a joke. Perhaps iC was viewed as such
at the time by men like Addison Cook; merely a lark mixed with
a bit of adventure. Whatever his opinion at the time, Cook,
then only 18 years of ape, took rhe situaction serious ecnough
to receive the rank of lLieutenant by the young Stevens T, Mason,
then governor of the Cterritory.

Following the war, ia 1839, Addison migrated further into
the interior of Michigan, to the wilderncss of Clinton cousty.
Tt is not recorded if anyone in his immediate family accompanied

him but it is known that many members of his extended family
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(aunts, uncles, and a host of cousins) also settled in the DeWitt
area during this period.

In 1842, Addison married a local DeWitt girl, Antoinctte
Alexander and soon after, settled down into a rural life on
their 80 acre farm in section 31 of Olive township. This union
was blessed with two children, Eddie and Ada,

Antoinetre Cook died rather young on November 5, 1857, at
the age of 32 years., Faced the burden of being a single parent,
Addisen continued Lo Farm in the DeWictt area amid the security
of friends and family, all of which kindly referred to him as
"Uncle Addison". He died at Lansing on August 6, 1897, at the
home of his daughrcer Ada (Mrs. Ldward H, Bedell). Fawmily sources
state Lhat he was buried in the DeWilt cemetery beside his long
departed wite, although, i true, the grave of this rare veteran

of an important Michigan event, remains unmarked and forgotlen.
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08ITUARY -~ ADDISON U. COOK

From the "STATE REPUBLICAN" (Lansing, Michigan)
Edition of Saturday, August 7, 1887 page 5 col 2

FOUND DEZAD IN BED

Addison U. Cook succumbad to heart disease yesterday afternoon.

At six o'clock yesterday afternoon Addison (J. Cook was found dead in his
bed by his daughter, firs. Z. H. Bedell, Turnsr Street, at whose home he
resided. Mr., Cook was 80 years old and was accustomed to taking a nap
after dinnar. firs. Bedell went down town about the time for him to a-
waken and upon returning he was not around, but she supposed he had gone
into the yard or to make a call upon friends. When he did not agpear

at 6 o'clock, she went to his room and found him dead. Dr. Thoms was
summoned tut found that life had besn extinct for several hours and death
was undoubtably caused by heart failuee. fir. Cook was born Jure 12,
1817, in Vermont and came to fMichigan in 1834, seitlieing in 5alem. Five
y=ars later, he removed to Clinton County, where he lived until coming to
this city nearly two years ago. He is survived by his daughter, Mrs.
Bedell, and a son, Edward Cook of Bath. The Funsral services will be
held at the home in this city at 1:30 o'clock tomorrow afternoon and at
Dausiitt at 3 o'clock.

From the "STATE REPUBLICAN" (Lansing, Michigen)
fdition of Monday, August 9, 1897 page 4 col 1

CITY WEWS BRIEFLY TOLD

srief funeral services for Addison . Cook were held at 1:30 o'clock
yesterday afternoon at the home of his daughter, Mrs, £. H. Sedell,
Turmer Street, and were conducted by Rev. Andrsw Zimmerman. At 3 otclock
sarvices were held at Dewitt, wherz the remsins wsre interred.













AN EARLY RESIDENT OF CLINTONX
. COONTY DIED IN FLORIDA,

1

The late dMrs. P. R. Freeman, whase
maiden name was Miss Abigail M. Cack, was|
borm in Richmond township, Livingstan
conuty, N, Y., May 23, 1827, :

Ia the sear 1341 she came with her parents:
to Riley township, Ulinton county, They,
located on a part of the farm now owned by
Lker foster son, D. S. Pike and A. B. Cook
her Lbrother, the onty survivor of a family of
nine brothers and sisters. -

In March 1313, she was married to Phineas
R. Freemyn. They lived to celebrate thew
golden wedding which took place at Orange
Florida. where they have owned a homy
since 1337-and have passed the winters ther
since 1543 returning to their Michigan howme
SUNINErs. o ’ }

At the beginning of the Civil war he
husbandd enlisted in the 3rd Michigan Cav!
alry.  As the regiment pussed throngh. St
Jokna frem Grand Rapids enronte w0 St
Louts, Mo., she surprived her husband by,
entering the car and going on to St Loul
with himn and acted a3 anuy cook during the
winter, Dut as the troops moved farther
south she was aot allowed to sccompany thergs.
and returned to her home in Michizan,

she was a worthy member of Charles
T. Foster, W. R U, also a churter memberi
of Olive gramge -Ns. #5337 Her hnshawed
passed away November 23, 1593, at their
snmiper home in Lansing.  She departed
1his fife December 26, at Orange Heighta.
Florida, after an illness of five days. .-

Her fuseral was held ot the home of D
3. Pike Sunday afternoon, Junuady 2, Rev;
H. B Barl of Limsing officiaiing. 'The
burrial was in DeWitt cemetery Leside hew
bushand. she was a sirong believer in wnid
versal salvation.  She believed that in (o
nwu good time the whple world would be-¥i.
ant-on and that 1ove wonld ‘preside throught
all and iver all, i
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DeWitt remembered:

They sure don’t write obits
like they used to in 1910

By KEN COIN

This past winter Arleta Cutler moved
back to Scott street after a rural hiatus of,
what Arleta? Forty years? In the course of
her packing and unpacking she sorted -
through some scrapbooks and such and
passed some clippings my way pertaining
to her late husband's ancestors.

I'm printing this obituary in its entirety
as a lost art form which has gone the
same Toute as story telling and letter.
woting.

Editors note: The followmg obituary appears
here as it appeared in the original
piublication,

“Oldest Pioneer of Riley is Dead.”

Mrs. Amori B. Cook Answers Summons
Friday Night, At Age of 74 Years.

Had Lived in Same House Since 1953,

Came with Parents to Clinton County
When That Section Was Unbroken
Wilderness.

DeWitt, July 23, (1910) — The oldest
pioneer of Riley Township, Mrs. Amori B.
Cock, who had lived practically her entire
74 years in that place, died at her home at
11 o'clock Friday evening. Since her mar-
riage in 1853, Mrs. Cook had lived contin-
ously in the house to which she had been
brought as a bride, and previous to that
time had resided with her parents but a
short distance away. No one was better
known throughout Clinton County. For
many years she had borne the distinction
of having been the longest resident of Riley
Township, and her death will be marked
with real regret on the part of both the
older and the younger population of the
county.

Comparitively sudden was her death. On
Monday last the deceased was stricken
with paralysis. On Wednesday she became
uncenscions, and from then on slept her
life away.

Amina Simmons was born in Salem,

" Mich., July 3, 1838. In November of the
“rsame year she came with her parents. .

(Atwell and Lovina Simmons) to Riley """

Township, then unbroken wilderness, where -

here father gradually cleared the land and
built his home. She was married to Amon
B. Cock in September, 1853, who still sur-
vives her,

Besides her husband, the deceased is
survived by three danghters, Mrs, Jerome

. Amgrl B. and Amina (Simmons) Cook, ca. 1865
Photo courtesy of Gerald Pike.

Dilis, of DeWitt, Mrs. D.S. Pike, of DeWitt,
and Mrs. Ida Randall, residing at home,
and by two granddaughters, Mrs., Marcus
Cutler, of Lansing, and Mrs. George Pike,
of Olive, Four great- grandchildren also sur-

* vive her. Mrs. Cock is the last of her
father's family.

During her long life Mrs. Cook was very
active, She was a charter member of South
Riley grange, and was a member of Clinton
County Pioneer Society. She was not a
church member, but & Universalist in faith.

- Funeral arrangements are not yet com-
pleted. The services will be held at the
family horae Monday afterncon and inter- |
ment willi be at DeWitt Cemetery.

#@* 1 Thank you Arleta, for making these

-~ available. These obituaﬁes, along with sev-
eral hundred of-others, are on file at the
Faye Hanson Public lerary — all "~
arranged alphabetically in book form for
your necrological pleasure. '

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the .
area’s primary historian,




‘township  Friday night July 22d,

18d, 1836. The followlng Nov ember she

| Livlngsten county, N. Y., and settled
Jen B farm adjolning Mr. Simnons',

and reepected. by all who kpew her.

PIONEER OF RILEY
" SLEPTINTO DEATH

MRS, AMINA COOK DIED J‘tT HER
HONE FRIDAY, NIGHT,
Waas Distinguished n.stivlng In Ltlley
Longer Than “Any Other Person—
Beshled on Farm Sfuce '53.

B. Cock, died at her bome in Riley

1510,

Mrs, Cook was.strliken with para-
lysis Monday, Jume 17th, 1910. Af-
ter dinner Monday &he lay dowsn to
rest. Paralysis cama while she was

know her peopla’ and Wedneaday
mnrn[ng seemed quite {mproved but
bafere noon the second cali came. She
seemed to sleep unt{l Friday night
at 11 o'clock Bhe pescefully passed
to the better lnnd.

Misg" Amina Simmons was born in
Balem, Washtenaw county, Mich., July

accompanied her parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Atwell Slmmons, tq Riley township.
This was the flrsty Lifily ta settla 1n
Riley, then an unbroken wildernpss. |

The hardships end privations which
thega esrly’ploneers underwent can
not be teld, Only thosa who went
through the sama thrilllug experiences
can Teallze,

‘In & ghort time after Mr. Siimons
meoved hls famlly to Riley, Amori B.
Cook accompanled by his parents, Mr.

. ]
Mra, Amlna Cook,, wife of Amari,

sleeping, She arowsed enough 1ol

and Mrs. Joseph Cook, came from

September 20th, 1863, the subject

jof our sketch was united in marriage

to A, B. Cook. They went io keep-,
ing house on the furm where they:
have aince resided. Although bher’
first home was bullt of logs rough
and simple she was to all appearance

|88 bappy 28 the bride of ioday wnhn

her elegant bomie,

Four daughters were horn to them.
One pabsed =2way in Infancy. The
Burviving daughters are Mrs. Jerome
Dills, Mrg, I, & Plke of DeWitt, Mra.
Ids Randell who resided with ker
parents,. two grandaughters, Mrs.
George .Pike of Ollve, Mrs. Marc Cut-
lar of Lansing. Four grest-grandchil-
dren besides {he daughtere snd bus-
bapd are left.to mourn the loss of
& loving and devoted wife, mother and
Iriend. She Is the last of her father's
amy{ly,

AL the Ume "of her ¢eath she had
the distincilon of having llved longer
i-Rllay then any other persen, Not
tha oldest person, but the oldeat con-
tauous resldent,

What marvelous changes wshe had
segen. Their flrst wheat was cut with
a sickle threshed out by oxen tread-
ing out the - kernsls, She had seen
}he ox cart give wey to the steam end

Halectric car, Automobiles, eate. Bhe

hed lved a long and useful life, loved

Bhe was quiet and unassuming.
With her, cnce a friend, always =
{rlend.

- She wa® a charter member of Scuih:
Riley. Grange, a member of the Clin-.

- County Ploneer Soclety. Althongh

member of no church her falth was,
#tropg In universzl salavation. She;
believed that some where, some how:
and soms time the whole human fam-,
iy would be.restored to perfect holl-|
ness and Happiness,

‘We weep and sympethize with thess’
mournng friends but we can not com-
fort them. Our words are as vanity.
But there la One who knoweth all
thinga and doeth all things well aod
can heal the hroken hearts. We hope
they will lock ehove the clouds where

|the sun 1g shining and look forward

to the glerious reunion of loved ones
where no-tears aud heart gches ever
come,

The funeral was beld at her late
home Mondey.afternodn, Rev. Mrs. O,
vJ. C. Woodman of Paw ‘Paw otficlat-
jing. The sttendance was very largs,
The casket was covered. wlth beauti-|
ful flowers.

The cholr Bang the followmg sefac-
Ueda: “Thy Wil Be Domne,” “We
“Zhall Mseet Them' Bye and Bye”
“Asleep In Jesua.” Cholr: Mrs. Wii-
s McLouth, Mre. Cerl VenFleet: or-
ganigt. Mrs. Will Krass. Paill hearers-

oXe
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IN RILEY 74 YEARS
0ldest Continuous Resident of Riley Has Passed aAway
Mrs. Amori B. Cook Dead

Her Parents Were First Settlers in the Township,
Coming in November, 1836.

Miss Amina Simmons was born in Salem, Washtenaw
Co., Michigan, July 3rd, 1836. In November the same
year she came to Riley township with her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Atwell Simmons,

This was the first family to settle in Riley
township, then an unbroken wilderness. The hardships
and privations which these early pioneers underwent
cannot be told. Only those who went through the same
thrilling experience can realize.

In a short time after Mr. Simmons' family came
to Riley, Amori B. Cook, accompanied by his parents,
Mr., and Mrs. Joseph Cook, came from Livingston, N. Y.,
and purchased a tract of land adjoining Mr. Simmon's
farm.

September 20th, 1853 the subject of our sketch
was united in marriage to Amori B. Cook and went to
keeping house on the farm where she has ever since
resided. Although her first home was built of logs,
rough and simple, she was to all appearance, as happy
as the bride of today with her beautiful home, modern
and supplied with all convenilences.

Four daughters were bhorn to them, one passed away
in infancy, three dauchters beside her husband, survive
her. The daughters are Mrs. Jerome Dills, Mrs. D. 5.
Pike, of DeWitt, Mrs. Ida Randall, who resides with
her parents. Two granddaughters, Mrs. Geo. Pike, of
0live and Mrs. Marc Cutler, of Lansing, and four great
grandchildren also survive her. She is the last of '
her father's family.

At the time of her death, which occured I'riday

night at 11 p.m., July 22, 1910, she had the distinction

ook

of being the oldest continious resident in Riley township.

Not the oldest person in the town, but had lived there
more years.

What marvelous changes she had witnessed. Their
first grain was cut by hand with a cycle. The oxen
threshed it by treading out the kernels. She had seen
the ox cart give place to the steam and electric car,
automobhile, etc.

She had lived a long, useful life, loved and respected

by all who knew her. She was of a guiet, unassuming
disposition, with her, once a friend, always a friend.

She was devoted to her family and will be greatly missed

by them as well as by all who knew her.
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She was a charter member of South Riley CGrange, a

member of the Clinton County Pioneer Society. Although
a member of no church, her faith was strong in the Universal
Salvation and that some time, some how and some where,
‘the whole human family would be united in perfect holiness
and happiness.

Monday afternoon, July 18th, she lay down to rest.
While asleep that. dread enemy, papalysis, came. She was
helpless, but knew her friends, until Wednesday morning
the second ¢all came. From then on she seemed to be in
a heavy sleep until 11 o'clock Friday night she peacefully
passed away to a better and higher life.

-Poem-

The funeral was held at the late home Monday afternoon,
Rev. Mrs. 0. J. C. Woodman, of Paw Paw, officiating. The
attendance was very large. The casket was covered with
beautiful flowers.

The choir sang the following selections: "Thy Will
be Done”, "We Shall Meet Them Bye and Bye," "Asleep in
Jesus."

Choir; Mrs. Willis McLouth, Mrs. Carl VanFleet,
organist, Mrs. Will Krass.

Pall bearers: W. S. Dills, E. N. Cutler, A. Whitaker,
Charles Rockwell, Edgar Hyde, Mark Hill.

The interment wasg in DeWitt cemetery.
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We extend our thanks to those who kindly assisted
and sympathized with us during the sickness and death of
our loved one. Also for flowers and music.

(Signed) A. B. Cook, children and grandchildren.




\Gets Surprise On
- 72nd Birthday

(By Abbie E. Dills) .

Dewiti—Saturday, March 31 Mrs,
.Ida O. Cook Randell of South Ri-
ldey was. given a complete surprise
by her sister, Mrs. Mstelle e i
Dewitt ard her daughter, Mrs. Ed-
una Pike of Olive, sgenumg TLE
afternoon with her in honor of her
72nd birthday. A supper was served
by her daughters, Mrs, Maude Cut-
ler and Mrs, Fdna Pike. She was
presented . with .a birthday cake
decorated with 72 candles, by her
daughter, Mrs. Pike, Mrs. Randell
was born on this farm in South
‘Riley in 1856 and it has been her
home continuously for 72 years.
Ever since she was 15 years old
she has been in poor health™ and
for the. past winter has been un-
able to leave her home, She re-
ceived many post cards and an in-
teresting letter fronr an old school
mate < of her girlhood, recalling
many incidenis "of their = school
days., Her guests departed, wish-
éng her many returns of her birth-

ay. ) :
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DEATH CLAIMS

Was Lifelong Clinton Resi-
dent; Funeral Friday

(By Mrs. Apnes Steinhardt)’

East Dewilt — Ida Ophelia Cook,
"daughter of Amor{ B. and Amima
| Simmons Cook, was boin in Rile
township, Clinton county March SF
1856. sne was united in marriage
to Will Randall Oct. 23, 1880. Two
ldaughters were born to this uynion,
‘Edna A. and Maude D.

health since she was 15 years of age
but was always cheerful, patiently
bearing whatever trials Iife held in
| store for her. She had always lived

[upon the farm where she was horn |

until the death of her mother, Mrs.

\Coolc in 1910, since when stie had |

idivided her time between  her
.daughters Mrs. Edna Pike of Olive,
and Mrs. Maude Cutler who resides
]upon the old homestead and with
whom Mrs. Randall was living dur-
ing her last jong 1llness. Both
daughters tenderly cared for their
mother until death enden her suf-
ferings Tuesday, Aug. 14, 1828, at

days.

Besides the daughters, one sister,
Mrs. Estella Dills of Dewit, six
grandsons, CGlenwood, Loyde, and
Gerald Pike, Doncvan, Vernon and
WNell Cutter, and many other rel-
atives and friends will miss the
cheerful smile and lovin £Om-
panicnship of the one who has jolne
ed the 16ved ones gone before where
sorrow and suffering 1s unknown.
“Weep net that her teils are over; .

‘Weep hot that her race s run;
God grant we may rest 98 calmiy

When our work, like hers; is done.
"Til then, we leave in gladness,

Her spirit to Him to keep;

And rejoice in the sweet assurance
He giveth His loved ones, sleep.”
Funeral services were held at the

home Fridav. afternoon with Rev.

Cleaver of St. Johns  offlclat

Mrs, Grace Coon sang “Lead Eindly

Light" and “My Jesuzs as Thou

grandsons of the deceased nc ed |
pallbearérs, One grandso! 0 e
Pike. who {5 In the U, B, navy,

“The floral tribufes were Tium-
%rxlwgus and beautiful. She was iald
to rest in Dewitt cemptery.

PIONEER WOMAN

Mrs. Will Randall, Aged 72,

Mrs. Randall had been iR POOT |,

the age of 72 years, ¢ months and 14 {

Will" Kenneth Cutler and nve'

stationed at the nayy vards m‘
ashington Was unabe to be_pres- .
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" Dewitt Village :

Oﬁltuar)’

Amort B. Cook, one of Cl‘mton‘.
‘sounty’s oldest ploneers, was born,
in  Livonia  township, Livinggton
county, N, Y., October 11, 1831, At
the age of 10 years Le accompanied:,
his' father'a family to dMichlgan and)-
settled on a farm in Riley, Clinton|]
county, This farm at that time was;,
an unbroken wilderness, traes having |*
10 be falied In order to cleir a place|!
tor the house to be bulit. Mr. Cookl¢
bas been 8 contlnuous resident on | o
that farmy until-his death which a¢-;.

L]
:
i
]
B

curred Suaturday, Feb, §, 1819, from|
infirmiities incldent to old age. |

He was upited in marrage to Miss|
Anna Slmmons, alse a  pioneer ofj
Rilay, September 20, 1833  Four|
daughters were bora to Mr. and Mrs,
Cook. Qne deughter died 1o infancy.;
Mrs. Cook passed away eight:.
vears ago last July. He is sur-l
vived by two daughters, Mrz. Estella
Dills of Dewltit, and Mrs. ida Enadall
of Ritey., Mra. Viela Yike passed
away Clive years agp next May. He
i3 alis¢ survived by two granddaught-
ars, Mra. Marc Cutlar of Riley and
Mrs. Edna Pika of Ollve and six!
grant grandseuns. Since the death of
Lia wifs e has bean kindly cared for
by his granddaughter and her hus-
bund, Mr, wnd Mrs. Marg Cutler, wWha
have lived io his house. Mr. Cook.)
weall knew (he hredships and priva-
tions as well as many pleassnt things
conngctod with w pioneer ife. He
was & member of Clinton county
pigneer spclety and a charter iember
of South Riley Grapge aud aftended
a8 long as he was able. i

He was one of 10 chlldren and is
the last one of the family to go. Mr.
Cock was of a jovial nature and enjoy-
od & joke until after the death of his
wite; after thet he seemed to lose
all ipterest in life. Hls fuperal was
beld ot hin late home, Pleneer Farm,
as it is colled, Tuesday, .Rav. F. C.
Aldinger of Lausing officisting. Io-
terment in Dewitt cemetery.

Tne fioral offerings were numerous
and beautiful, |

1

Card of Thanks l

We wish to thank &l for their

kindoess and sympathy shown us in

Qur racent - hereavemant.—Mr. and

Mrs. Jeroma Difla, Mrs. Ida Randall, |

Mr. and Mre. Marc Cutinr, and Mra,
Edna Plka.

(\Oo"i—



| BE WITT

Ubltuary.

i
¥iolu H. Cook was born in Riley,l
tlinton county, Mich., April 23, 1858, l

She was united in marriage to D. 5.1
Pike also of Riley, May 11th, 1878

They began to keep house in Rlley[
and lived there several years. They!
then went 1o Lansing and stayed one
year Six vears ago they purchased a .
home in DeWitt village and have lved:
there ever since. Mrs. Pike was thel
third daughter of Mr, and Mrs. A, B.
Cook of Riley. Mrs. Cook, her moth-
€T, passed away nearly four years ago.

Mrs Pike is survived by ber husband
ber aged father. two sisters, Mrs. Jer-.
owe Dills. of DeWitt and Mrs. Idal
Randall of Riley; two nleces, Mrs. Geni
Fige of Olive and Mrs. Mare Cutler of!
Riley lesides a large circle of other;
refatives and friends. 5

She wus always ready to help in
slckness und where help was needed
she was loved and respected by all
None knew her but to love her. It is
et the tear at  the moment, shed;
when the cold tirf has just been laid !
sver her that can tell how beloved is -
the spirit that Aed or how deep in nur‘f
nearts we deplore her, ‘tis  the tcar .
thrawgh many long days wept through *
+ Jife by her alas all shaded, ‘tis the .
~ud remembrance fondly kept when
a1l orther griefs have faded. I

She wus u member of no church but
stie belleved in the universal sajva-
tion of ull. That somewhere and zome
time the whole human family would
ter united in perfect holiness and hap-
piness. She was a member of the D.
0 R.. “linton County Pemona Grange,
linton Counnty Pioneer Soclety, also
w0 South Riley Grange. She and Mr.
Pilke were the last surviving charter;
members. She expressed herself
Tuny tires as not afraid to die, bur
she wanted 10 live for her husband's
suke, us she krew how lonely and.
desolare the world would be to bhim
withnut her.  While our hearts beat
'nosvinpathy with the hereaved friends.
we wanpld Uid then: weep not ag one

i T hope. Think of the joydus
ting with those gone on hefore,
PPihe has been In poor  health!
~any months. Everything that loviog
vearts and willing hands could do was
done bur the destroying hand of desth
rould not be stayed. She quietly and
vencefuliy passed away Friday night
Mav 24, 1614,

The funerat was held at her late
home Mondany afternoon, Rev. . O
alidinger of Lansing officiatng. In-
“erinent in DeWitt cemetery. The -D.!
o R.oattended the funeral in a boay.”
The floral  offerings  werea numerous
nd beantiful, Friends from away
were Wl Pipe of Newaygo, Mr. and
Mr-. Reyx Atillan, Mrs. Almeda Brock
sl duughter of Lansing.

t‘urd of Thanks. .
I wirb to thank sall for the kind-:
and s=yinpathy shown me ic wmy
U sorraw, alsa ror  the beautiful
Towers T 8 PIKE.
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DEATHCLAIMS
" AGED PIONEER

B

v‘\fIrs 'Jerome B Dlils, 85 Was
Lifelong Resident of
This County

|

Mrs. Jerome B. Dills, 85, of De-

| witt, prominent grange member and
I1lfe~long resident of Clinton county
1 died Saturday, Sept. 16, after e long
(illness, Funeral services were held.
lTuesday at Dewitt.
‘[ Emeline Estelln, eldest daughter
yof Amori and Amina Cook, and
. granddeughter of Atwell and Lovina
481mmons Riley’s.Iirst pioneers, was
\born In Riley township, Clinton
‘county, Aug- 6, 1854, She recelved
her edncation iIn the Simmons
scheel In Dewlitt, then began teach-
ing at the age of 15.

Februery 22, 1876, she was united
in @arrlege to Jerome H. Dills, who
passed on Nov. 17, 1938.

For many years Mr. and Mrs. Dills
lhved in Rlley and inh Olive town-
'ships and {n Dewit}, occupying their
ilate home since 1907.

; Mrs. Dills loined South Riley
‘grange &S a charter member, June'
;11 187¢, transferring to Iewitt!
'grange in 1882, and she had hbeen a
jcontinuous and faithful member of’
|r.he order for 65 years. She was al-’
‘50 & member of Pomona, the state
and the national granges and =as
long as hesalth and strength permit-
ted, she was an enthusiastic worker

in the order which she Joved . so
much. .
Many times she acted as Install-

ing officer in subordinate, county
and state granges, using the very
impressive ceremony,; composed In
verse, which she committed to mem-
Cry, many ycars ago. Such not-
ables es the late Geerge B. Horton
and Mary Mayo were installed ns
state master end chaplin, respectives-
1y, by Mrs, Dills.

Possessed of a congenial and
frlendly spirit, she will be greatly
missed by her many friends. During
the last long illness of her husband,

COO}L

Sickness Kept This Pioneer Wi)a;m Away
From St. Johns Old Home Week; Parents
Were the First Settlers in Riley Township

The following letter writien to
J. W. Fitzgerald by Mrs. Jerome
Dills tells of some interesting facts
about the eariy history of her fam-
'y and the township of Riley:

Mro )W, Fitzgerald,

St. Johns, Mich.
Dear Sir:

I regret very much that sickness
prevented our meeting with the
pioneers on Wednesday of Home
Coming week,

1 was born in Riley township,
August 8th, 1854, on the farm now
owned by M. D. Cutler. My grand-
purents on my mother’s side, Mr.
and Mrs. Atwell and Lovina Sim-
‘mons were the first settlers of the|g
rownship.  Arriving io the month
ot  October, 1836, with the oxen
and wagon, two children, the
voungest three months old (my

yniother) & few household goods 1o
| & dry goods box, with the cow tied

yhahinrl the wagon, (St

-

she constantly altended him until
her strength fniled.

- Since Januery, she had been con-
fined to her bed, patiently awalting
the eall which came Saturday eve-
ning, Sept. 16.

The funeral was held at the Com-
munity church in Dewlitt Tuesday
afternoon, with Rev, Toy officlating.
Dewitt grange and Pomona mem-
bers attended in a body.

Mrs. TLeon Blizzard and Mrs. Glen
Curren sang with Mrs. Donald Reed
as planlst.

The pall bearers were four grand
nephews, Donovan, Vernon and Nell
'Gutler and Gerald Plke.

A mniece, Mrs. Maud Culler, and
pther relatives survive.

Interment was in Dewitt cemetery

Johns at
thar time was nothing but a howl-
ng xwl(‘erneqs] grandmother gave

hecide her husband who preceded)

g than a,years’ M. -

the townsghip its name of Riley.
My grandparents on my father's
side, Mr. and Mrs.  Joseph and
Charlotte Cook, were also among
Ttiley's flrst pioneers and located
just west of the Simmons home-
stead in the spring of 1841. Their
oldest daughter was the firgt white
marriage in the township (Char-
latte Cook Newman.) Orandiath-
er was a shoemaker Ly trade and
mare boots and shoes for the whole
commubity for ssveral yeavs. Thus
I have the honor of being a de-
scendant of Riley's first pioneers
and & tescher ip the rural schools
of gllev and Olive townships from
pru&% 1I8HTMoLit the ﬁ%@‘g_t
8%, “havé always been a residefy

of the county.’ o
My husband, Jerome Dille,” has |
been & resident of the county T4

years and is pearly 75 vears old.

Resgpactfully,’

Mra. Jerome Dills,
(Nee Tstella Cook)
Dewitt, Mich,










| WAPLE RAPIDS

L.

'"Harrie{ Blizzard, the daughter of
Oliver and Mary Blizzard, was born
in England, Feb. 24, 1847, and died
June 20, 1913. At the apge of four
years she came with her parents to’
Olig where they resided five years,!
-afterwards moving 1o (live, (linton
county, and later to Maple Rapids
where Mrs, Cook resided 4% years. In
1865 she was married to Thomas
Cook, who passed away 42 vears ago.
She leaves to mourn their loss one
son, Charles, and the following bro-
thers and sisters—3Ars. Kate Miller
and Oliver DBlizzard of daple Hapids:
Enos Blizzard of St Johns; Mrs.
Amelia Dunting of Gladwin counfy;
AMrs, Clara Payne of Middleton; Thos.
Blizzard of Detroit and Charles of
ZBickels, :

-
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