
House divided • The home at 51 0 W. Main in DeWitt (left) was formed by combining two 
wings that were removed from the home at 506 W. Main (right). Photo by Jennifer Vincent. 

DeWitt house was home for lawyer 
DeWitt C. Chapin in mid-1800's 

By KEN COIN 

Among the earliest 
lawyers to make their 
appearance in the frontier 
settlement of DeWitt was a 
father and son team, 
Theodore and DeWitt C. 
Chapin. They came from 
Lockport, N.Y. in 1839 and 
established a successful 
practice here in the village. 
The location of their office 
or residence from this 
early period had not been 
found. 

DeWitt Chapin was 
elected county clerk in 
1842, a position he held for 
two years. Soon after­
wards, he and his father 
moved to Ionia and later 
still to Allegan when the 
elder Chapin died. About 
1853, DeWitt C. Chapin 
returned to DeWitt with 
his young family and 
reestablished his success­
ful practice here. It was 
recorded that although he 
was not a "profound 
lawyer", he was "an excel­
lent pleader before a jury". 
In 1856 he was again elect­
ed county clerk, a position 
he held until 1862. 

Upon his return to 
DeWitt in the early 1850s, 
Chapin purchased some 
acreage on the west side of 
town, just out::.ide the plat­
ted •1illagc, on the north 
s ide of Main Street. Here, 
around 1854, he built a 
!Hrge home in kee·1iing with 
his professional Rt.at.us. 
Thn m~un t.wn-st.nrv no,·-

tion of the house (currently 
506 W. Main) was flanked 
on both the east and west 
sides with one-story wings 
(currently the house at 510 
W. Main). These wings 
were somewhat set back 
from the main structure to 
allow for porches which 
faced the street. 

Many structures by this 
date were being construct,.. 
ed with "balloon framing" 
but Chapin's home was 
built in the older post and 
beam method. The entire 
building was finished in 
the then popular Greek 
Revival styling. The main 
portion of the house 
undoubtedly had a large 
formal entrance set to the 
side and facing the street. 
Behind this would have 
been an entrance and stair 
hall. 

Although situated out­
side of the village itself. 
this home was never part 
of a farm. It sat on three 
acres of land which would 
have contained a garden 
plot, fruit trees, stable, 
chicken coupe and other 
outbuildings necessary for 
an efficient home. 

In the mid-1860s the 
Chapin family left DeWitt. 
again and moved to Gra­
tiot County where DeWitt 
set up another law practice 
and again entered local 
politics. He died the re in 
1874. 

By 1860 the Chapin 
home had been purchased 
bv George W. Conk. " 

retired farmer. Little is 
known of Cook besides the 
fact that he lived in this 
house for 25 years with at 
least three different wives: 
Loretta, Clarissa and Elec­
ta. Born in Massachusetts 
in 1803, he died at thi s 
home in 1885. 

At the tum of the centu­
ry the house was pur­
chased by Horner and Car­
rie Brazee. Brazee, in part­
nership with Willis 
McLouth, was bot h a 
miller at the DeWit t mill 
on Prairie Creek and a 
g<,neral merchant for a 
number of years at the 
northeast corner of Bridge 
and Main. 

During their ownership 
t he Brazees, who had no 
children , extensively 
altered the old home by 
removing the wings, rais­
ing the house onto a mod­
ern b asement and adding a 
two-story addition to the 
west side. The two 
detached wings were 
moved to a lot west of the 
house and joined together 
til form the long, narrow, 
one-story house at 510 W. 
Mam. 

Ke11 Coin is a DeWitt 
rc.sidertl and the area'., pri­
JIWI)' h istori.an. 
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H_v1u,•11l1tl. 

/ On W etlt:csday oveni ng, N ov. JG, 189J, ! 
I 11l>onL li[Ly i nviLeJ rnla.Lil·cs ancl neigh- · 

1 hors a!isPmulcd aL the cozy farm rc~i -

1 

dencc of Mr. unrl .Mrs. Fr,w k t:iackeLt, 
i11 Soulliwc:,t J.li11g l,n.m, l,t1 wiLness Llie l 
marriago or Lhcir ,lantllt(•r Luolla g_ Lo 
J\11scll Cliapm:w, of H iley Lown:-ihip.­
'J'hc c rrenrnuy \\':is PCl'f'Ormed by H.tJV. 
U.S. Norll,rup, of lllc Jl;1pList church, 
St. .Johns. 1\s cvitlcn i:o of t.hc popnlari ly 
a 11rl estcl'm in \\'hich Lhe Wli<lded pair 

I
' i s hnlil by U,osu presenL. Lhcy were prc­
scntc,l wi th 111an_y lm1ul so1n c a11t1 qseful 

I ar Li(;~r:s ' of which lhc fol lowing is a PM­
I L1al 11st : 

Sil,·cr crwtor Ur M r nnd f\J1•s .Jaa A ('hupmnn. 
Uph,, let<!'rc-d chnir l\y .M,· untl MnJ l.tiHoy 

ShPldon. 

Ohnde hunp by !'tl r lllHl ,1ll"rs W 1\ Sunon. 
lhL<i11slo11 l !lhl<, l>y \\'ill Sa ckct1. 
:-::or dieh,,o, 1,y \\"111-ren Sncl<,·•tt. 
Sll w·1· lJcrrr sponn hy i\l 1· 1u1U ~1re 0Acn1· 

Pl owm1111. 

I 
)Co urdo llnrslnsllver h y Mrilnd Mra.l1t111cs 

Jl11 bl11trd . 

SIIYCr knl HS lllJ() forks hy Mi6SfJtt K il tlr:. 

I 
EU.n. on(] Erlille Hn1·11er. 

Sll,·er knlvco ll!Hf forlcij t,y \\'ullt·r un<I Ue r-
llo H1·owi::1. -

Srl of Chi1111 fruit pll\te.s hy '\"i llic Hice. 
SllnffY h<"IT}' RJIOOn li.r F.mmR Hie~. 
flllvcr c<tn·lngeet by l'hlflµ l'nrl<s urn.I Lizzi e 

0UYJ8. 

S ilYCI' pickle CM8lOr hJ 1r,111 h 1%l ridlCl' 1rnrl 
Clnrcnct? Tul'J<. 

S ho11e l1unr, l,y Mr and M.re Curnse au1• Flor­
cnr.c Welter. 

Sliver IP.UJHll t,y !Jeri.hi\ Lvo11, f.lll J Cht1p­
nuu1 n.nlJ Orrll Urnn,-rcr. 

Chhrn Uon·.v sot h); 1·:v n Wnlk,ir 01111 Cu.l\·in 
I l\ic 1•. 

I Rel al1Yc1· l'n1it kni\•es hy Wcalcy U 1H1l(b1t. 

Silver too1l.ipkk hol.dc r t,y Oco. DHUois. 
8hadc lmnp Ur Cora flrnws. 
8ih·cr cH.ko Ut1ok(:l hy norfl \Y1tllcc•r, i\'luy 

Whllitlff:1·, (Jcorµl' (!Ille- I lllld Willis Wttlkcr. 
~ih·c,i· her ry spN>Jt hy NS K11hnt:!. 

! StlYC'I' plcklo CHfl \ Or bJr Col.Mio Urown a!Hl 

i l'rcd Gooq(I•. 
I Crunih IJrnsh ,wu trny h.r Mr ,1111 I Mrs 
I lJ1111gh a11. 

i Rrt Iwplt l nR nnU towcle hy .Telluic 1111d ldn 
Hlt111n11l<Pt'. 

Picture liy M t· uml i\lnJ, .John :-3ny,lcr. 
, .11-l r. and 1'1 rs. Chapman arc JJOW spc1l.ll­
l ing a vac;1tion in Detroit and oll1er sec­
' \-ions or Wayne counLy. 
: -
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PRETTY HOME WEOOtNG 

SOLEMNIZED WEONE5QAY 

1\T IIOMI•:. OF i'm. ANH i\lH,:-i . . A. L. 
rllAl'JlfAl\. 

I 
A quiel l10111e \\'cd liing look p lace last I 

tw1:11ing nL the home oC ~Ir. anrt l\lrs. 
Anijcl J,. ('ltap111,m or Hiley, when their 
on \y dauf;ltl•'r. Ncvu T.esna, beca111c the 
hrlrlc of J\lr. l•'Joycl J.,ornnzo Tllcc, 
;•01rngcr ,;on or Mr. and Mr~. l~r3nk I 
lliu: of lllng,h1.1111. ltcv. C .. l. Knrnc, 
pa,;Lor of 1hr M. t:: .. ch11rc l, o( St. I 
John~, pcrfor111cd thr, ceremony In th" I 

I 1H·r1i;c11cc <•f lh•: irnrncdi~Le [amillcS' a11rt 'I 

In few frir.ll(h. The bride and grooiu, 
1umlaletl 1,y Jllisij Merl!' Plowmun nnrl; 

1

1 

J,ynn Jlarpe r, rf'ccivr.cl their gucHls. 
l'romptly :ii (i::10 o',;lor:k, \\'hilP Mrs. 
I :,,org P If. llroolcs r<'Od1'rr,l, "O, Prnm­
i,sc !\To," lite brillol parly l11ok tlteir 
p l ;tt;Cij i1t U1r livi11 1~ rO(llll lll [II\ iUJ -

1 

p1·0Y i~cll a]lar. fnrrn~d or u. lalli('P worl, 
of wl1ilc rihhon•, uttd myrllC', banlcccl 

! wilh pi11h.. and whitn t•hryr.antl1cn111n1s, 
1 
Wllf'rt~ lh,, t·1.· ru,1011y \\'11!1 pPrfor:uetl. 

1 
• The brirle \\;1:; gow 11 c•l In wllilt· ,·11'po I 

<l e clirnr with tri111111ings or while 
Hhadow l;1<.:c :,11<1 111'1tr1 1,. She won, a I 
rnrri;1gn 1•<>11111·1 nr while carn1!.li1rnH, I 

)t"n]Jow in~: the cor(•1nony, ~ ihrcc­
t·cIurse d11111 c'J' was HcrveU hr Mb-mes 
l:elle ll a rper a111l Voris flosccr(lns, 
llr1waJ'(l Love a11d llo~s 'JI;irpc1·. Tho 
dining r,,0111 11' :t~ df'COJ'al.l' ci wil.h plnlc 
ancl wl1il,: n1rn;itlonii and smil11x. 

i\1 ,· . ,u,rl i\l1"1. l!lc,,, ;i(l\'r ll Mhol'l ll'Nl-
1ling trip, \\ ill bll ;1l ho111c lO their 
friend~ at their new home throe miles 

-~o_u~'.:.~.u.~ ~~~:..~~;~ul\.J.,•~ . 



CIVIL WAR VETIIBAN 
DIES AT Sl JOHNS 

tll),o<' l"-1 lo The Ht.f'l<> .Joon11,.I. 
ST . .JOHNR, Oct 2·1.--Jomco An­

""I Ch11om"·"· died n L hi,. h ome In · 
St. .r ohna. Tuond~Y-

Mr. Chu.pman wa" born In Ml­
illnn 00\llll)'. Ohlp. Sc11lomhcr 7. 
rn•-t.. In 18fi2 ho mvved. wllh hi~ 
r,.,_,.,.,,1 e, 1.o Ml<'hl,::•111. u.nd Sf'llled 
on 1 h<' f11 rrn ln Itilry, '\Vhf• r,, h e 
opanl m o"L of hi" llf.o, and whcr<' 
hli, ~t•11 r,t\ll r('eld••s. 

In 1 S~2. nC'ot th o h">o;lnnlng or 
1h.- Civil war. o.L tho ap.-o or J X. ho 
onllsled In Company 0, 6th l\Jl chl­
Rnn c11.vnlry. anti AC"rvrd for t hrc- c 
)'"l\rs. A t: th"> clo1•0 of th" war ho 
r el urn<id l o hl11 hom<J In }Uloy. 

On Ff'hn1ory .22 , 18001 h e wos 
unl lcd In marrlflF,0 lu H~rah A.. 
Wllhc1·n.l, n.nd to tlil~ union tw,, 
rhlld1·<'n w('ro !Jorn. In 1912 hlA_ 
wJf') (HNI,' anll ,·,n ·u~cemlw~ 1&: 

. 191B. l10 wnn united In mu.rrlngo 
I lo MrP, .. ronnlc i\1\'Cnbr. 

~.lr. Ch1tpm,1n lrnd \rncn· lj- r,.,~1-· 
fh-lll or SI. .JohnA ,;ln<'O 1906. H i 
w~e (onn('rly rt mcmh«'r oC lhei 
H enK•d lll ley H•J.pt,ot c hurch. 

Jlo I~ ~urvh•"d hy hie · wl,Jow. 
Mr ... Jenni ~. C}lt,pmiu,. one MO!\, 
An11el. or n lloy. ,,nc ,1uur,hlcr, 111,~. 
l~•1nlr,o (;h11.prnnn l'lowm1111, o( 
Norl h11lar, ll "lcp-r,o n, 1\1 ron J\ll c­
c ,\he. ono otot~r. l\,frf4. All•~n Rut­
Ion. t,( St . . J,1hn!!, two 11: ra11d <..hll-1 
<lren, ,in<J l'rlur tcrcn.1-gn~ndchll-
drf'n. . 

'Th" run<"1·n.1 v.·oa lH·ld fron, tho 
hr,,no on 'l'huredny ,,.fto r noo n, llov-. , 
( I. fl. N orthrup olflclntlng un,1 \ 
I hn Interment wa.,, malle ln, I.he 
Dro.y',t ccmotery. . . , J 

• 
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Longuago veter~ps had local ties > 
There were manv veteran:: of the War of 1812 who '. ·. Lher is known.· 

came Lo the DeWitt' area iD the earl:-· ~ ears of its settle- ·.· David Olin Sr. came to DeWitt at an ear ly date, 
ment. Some scayed briefly before mc--;·ing on, oLhers re- ,~_. repor~e-r..Jy in 1837. Hi.o name is frequently mentioned in 
rnai.r,ed arid e\.entually died here. Se·. eraJ bec2.r.1e pro- .'.~.- L'!t'. early hist.cries of !.his area but as he t;ad a son by the 
rninent setUers while others lived o·..; : an obscure life; · s2.rne name it is nearly impossible to distinguish who is 
tbeir former mili tary service unreco:-;:;ed . · being credited . DaYi: Sr . is credited wilr1 buLlding the 

UrJi.ke veterans of alJ later wars 1 ,;,· :th the e);ception Baptist Meeting Hou.s-e on north Bridge slreet and one of 
of the war with Mexico, }e-45-48) vetcans of tbe War of the early schools at Gunnison's corners. He is also listed 
Hl2 formed no iocal organizations. _!_ <;, a resl.!lt, much of a.mong the ea.rly o"-·ners of De Witt's Clinton House 
the information of tbes.e men' s mU i~ry past bas been : hotel. He died bere on August 25, 1857, a t tbe age of 62, 
forgot fen. Likewi$e, even ma.ny oft.be names bave been · '· 2.nd is buried in the DeWitt cemetery. -
Jost. - Henry Ct2ppell (a.iso spelled Chappel) i.s believed to 

Tbe following a r e some veterans c'. :.bis war wbo have , bave been an early s:-:tler south and west of DeWitt. He 
a recorded association w ith early DeWitt. · died here on May 2':-,1861, at the age of 72 and .,,,-as 

Pe,h aps Ll-ie most notable vetera.:J o: early DeWitt was . originalJy buried in U1e former Goodrich cc:metery on· 
. its founder, Capt. David Scott. He was born in Lit· - :. Schavey road . His grzve, along with several o thers, was 

chfield, Conn., Nov. 1, 1779, and we:, reporleci;y a cap· ·. _, . . rer::ioved to the DeW1:t ceme1e,y al a later dale. . 
lain in tbe 23rd U.S. lnfaotry: Ht married Eu.nice . -~ · James Stickles, ii.D early set Lier of soulbern DeWitt..' 
Forbes ot Shorebaa:, Vt.;i.n 1&01. Tb~y setUed a[ DeWitt township, died August 26, 1876, at the age of 79. He is ~:: 
in JS3.3 and it ,;,,·a,: !::ere that be died. t,:.ay i, 1851. He and s2.id lo bave been buried in the Hu.rd cemetery beside ·· 
bis wife arE buried ir, the DeV,-i t l cerr. :'ter;. his Rife Lucy . 

Col. Tbomas Lee was born Dec. 2::. 1774, iD Hudson, _. Drniel Fergt1son Jr. (17S4-l86~) i.s be!ie\·ed to bave 
N.Y.HecameloDeV,'ittalarelativt:year!ydatebutno come t.o lhe DeWitt settlement in JE.3-4 alo:.g wi!.h h is 
in(o,ma~ion concem:.r:g bis liJe here b as been confirm·. fef.t-.er, Daniel Sr. and se\'eral broL.rier-s. Most of this 
ed. His \A:·ife=s maid en name \J.·as As--=naUJ \ri.nants c..nd lc.rge fc.1T,iJy, inclui:iLg Dc.rJ.s el Jr. 1 ever;tuc.!Jy settled in 
L'"iey !;ad a! le ast one SDn, George·-,;.· Lee. Col. Lee died Olive township near Muskrat L&).;e. SpHific references 
at DeH'itt, Dec. 2, 1852, and is bu.:-ied in the DeWitt _ to him &.re confusi.r1g d:ie to he &.nd his ialher having the 
cemetery. · same name. He w2..s prc,b"bly buried in either tbe 

Barna AJlen (also recored as Burr::2 or B arney Allen) Alwcrd or Mc:rrihev- cemeteries, lhugri no connectic,n to 
was born ln Washington Co., N.Y. , Fov. 12,172.6 (?).He either has been locattd . 
setUed soutb 2.nd \li!est of De\¾:itt L1 ~f.37 2.nd v.·2.s among Dr. Hiram Sto~'e1! \ v,·hcse vet eran status haf na! yet 
the earliest members of Uie DeWi:: Baptist Church in t,e-en finri ly establi:..~,,,d ) was a nati\'e of Cayuga Co., 
18-42. He died March 4, 1847, and is t -:.:r-ie<l in Lrie DeWitt , - · · 
<:em etery beside his wife, Belsey Hea~h ) Allen who 
c.ied in l 8O. Their son George W. A :i~ :-, btocarne a promi-
nent setUer oi section J9, lhis lown~r. :~. 

The \ombstone or Enos Silsbe ir. L:.~ D eWiU c e:r,etery 
has bctn engrcved (al a later dale ) --?VT. N .Y. MLlilia , 
Wa r of 1812." He died J\:o\·. 7, 1M5, .,: the age of <8. He is 
bu:-}ed Vi·ith his .;.;ife, AbiE,o.iJ 1 c.nG r;;.·o daugl·,ters v;ho 
died c.: ar, e2.rly age. 0U-,er lhan U-,e~- facLs, r1 o f.bi.ri g fur-

i 
(· 

I 

Historic DeWitt 
. By Kenneth Coin 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

. N.Y. He and bis famlJy came to DeWitt i.D 1837 and setU­
ed on the Looking Glass river, severaJ miles upriver 
from Lhe Scott settlement. He was elc!e-:J Cii!lton coun­
ty's firs! Judge of P_robate in 1&3B and 2f,e,,-,.·arcs cam e 
to the village of DeWitt where he bui..it an L':1prtssive 
borne on the norlheas! corner of M,:i.n &nd Y,-ar.Lli..n. He 
died here on Au;rwst 25, 1857, at tbe age of 62 and was 
buried in the DeWitt cemetery. 

According to records of U-,e Daug.h!ers of lf.12, Porter 
Briggs is said to have lived in the DeWitt area b.:t this 
tas not been conHrmed by local reco:-cs. It Ls possible 
Lbat he was connectd wit.b t.be lat.er B:-iggs family of 
southern DeWitt township, 
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Dear Clarra, 

Camp Lee, Grand Rapids, 
Sunday, December 6, 1863 

I thank you for your l e tter , which I received 
yesterday. My health is quite good, much better than 
it has been since returning from the South. I had a 
cold so severe that i f I had been at home and tried 
former habi ts and remedies, I would have been very 
liable to have produced a severe fit of sickness. I 
rode on the platform of the cars most of the way and 
was much exposed to the weather. How gra teful to 
God we should be for health. I was glad to hear that 
you were having a cellar made. Inform me how far the 
bank extends from the house, how you like it, and how 
much it cost. I suppose you are writing to me today 
and am apprehensive that I shall leave here before 
your letter arrives. I expect to remove f rom here 
tomorrow or next day, but do not know whether i t will 
to Detroit or Chicago. I am in hopes· that it will be 
Chicago. I am pleased with the idea of leaving here. 
I want to be with mt regiment as soon as possible. 

There is not the society in camp here that I 
expect to find when I get to my regiment. There are 
a great many thieves and gamblers among the men and 
they steal from small amounts up to $500. $50 was 
taken from bunk under me two or three nights since . 
I am in hopes of getting the portion of my bounty and 
pay soon. James Child is here among the drafted men 
and "Uncle Mark" appear to be his ",'oy a nd his song. " 
I do not see him all the time!! I shall try and send 
home my shawl, and one army blankets. Keep two for 
myself not knowing but I shall want them if the weather 
should be extremely severe. They will keep me comfortable . 
I apprehend it will be difficult to acquire the habit 
of sleeping in bed as usual formerly. I saw the Rev. 
Mr. Mason on the ground before leaving f or the South , 
introduced myself and had a pleasant conversation with 
him, have not seen him since. I will write you again 
when I am located. If I leave be f ore receiving a letter 
from you written today, it will be forwarded to me. It 
is most impossible for anyone to get a f urlough from 
this camp. When I get to Camp Douglas I am in hopes it 
will be different. 

This camp is considered by old soldiers, under more 
strick discipline than any other in the country and there 
is much complaint in consequence. I see the necessity 
of it and have no complaints. With the class of men 
they have to manage , there is a necessity for rigid 
discipline. Many of them are in chains, others two are 
handcuffed together. Many of the substitutes are a hard 
class of Canadians. I should advise all friends if they 
thought they stood one chance in ten to be drafted, to 
enlist and avoid the stigma of going t o war because they 



~ 
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compelled too. About 700 has been added to the 
army by the October draft and forwarded from this 
camp. I had to be at a few dollar expense on my 
journey and some in treating my cough, buying apples 
& etc. I frequently am engaged in making toast and 
broiling meat. I generally keep butter on hand. 
I have not paid or seen to speak to Col. Spaulding 
since my return. He is now absent, and if he returns 
here I wish you remit the amount to him. As I think 
of nothing more of interest to you, I close, hoping 
that God will protect you all. 

M.A. Child 
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CHINGMAN, 
ANTHONY SR. 

Pentwater 

Age 87, passed away 
August 14, 1988 in Hart. 
He was retired from 
Motor Wheel in Lan­
sing, was a co-rounder 
of the Northern Michi• 
gan Ottowa Indian 
Foundation, the Wood­
land and Grandvalley 
American Indian Soci­
ety, and the Grand 
River American Indian 
Society. He is survived 
by 1 son, Anthony Jr. of 
Pentwater; 2 daugh­
ters, Vicky Minnaker 
of Muskegon and 
Gladis Laws of Pentwa­
ter, formerly of Lan­
sing; a step-daughter, 
Victoria King of Lan­
sing; 18 grandchildren; 
27 great grandchildren; 
2 great great grand­
children. Funeral ser• 
vices will be held at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at the 
St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Weare. The 
Rosary will be at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday at the Tate 
Funeral Home in Hart. 

SMITH, GARY R. 

Laingsburg 

a Age 32, died Saturday 
August 13, 1988. Memo­
rial services will be 
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Cou(!ty's Sesqui Celebrate Clintoni 
' ··-.... . ' 

DeWitt Hotel is survivor _of past. 
era in ·.cUnton County history 

By KEN COIN 

:•~ 

· ~; The face of the land has changed much since _Clin­
fon County's organization in 1839. The pioneers saw 
'l,o. it that the forests were cleared, streams diverted, . 
~d marshes eliminated. , · 

· In tum, tlie,forces o(nl!,ture have returned tllose 
pioneeri to the~ along with their ,log l?uildings 
ll;lld split-~! fepces~lfs a constant battle ,.;... man 
~uilds up and 'haturi; ·reclaims. . , \ 
• 1Unique amotjgst the small list of survivors from 
i839 is an imp_osing,~et_unpretentious structure on­
the south side of the Looking Glass River, now called 

· ~~~~,d'~Wlt(Hote1• cl~e~ AiiiaiiyVill~e. 
~othered in early county history, predates most 
any buildingin central Michigan and is unquestion­
ably th~ -oldest structure in Clinton County which 
~ be iloeumented with any am~unt of certainty. 
• THE OPENING of the interior of Michigan ter­
ltory in the 1820'a and early 30's·was accompanied 

countless quick wealth speculations, originating · 
,ostly fyom the drawing rooms and drafting tables 

well-to-do New York entrepreneurs. 
Clinton County received its ample share of these 

:hemes in the forms of preplanned settlements, 
'11.per villages, canal works, plank roads, industrial 

,:ipmplexes, and even an university. 

~

The Clinton Salt-Works (Lebanon), Rochester 
ony (Duplain), Waterloo Joint Stock Company 
acousta), New Albany (DeWitt), Middleton 
Witt),"'Old DeWitt• (DeWitt), and Grand River 

ty (Delta Mills-Watertown) were all planned with 

te intent of lining someone's pockets with western 
Id. Of these, most have evolved in one fonn or 
other.to the present day, but with each there is 

~ttle or nothing remaining from the 1830's, none 
-that is, except at New Albany. 

. THE _INTERESTIN~ history of New Albany's . 

"Pe Witt Hotel" reaches back a few yeiµ-s prior to its 
actual construction ·date of Oct. 21, 1833, when 
Hiram Sheldon, then of Cleveland, Ohio, purchased 
107 acres of government land in section No. 8 of 
DeWitt Township. · 
. This-land, on the south bank of the Looking Glass 
Rtver, was nearly opposite the village of-DeWitt' 
which would be platted several years later by Cap­
tain David Scott on the north. 

":·. It is'not known if S}:ieldon ever. recorded hi~ plat 
for. the village of New Albany_, ·Researchers have 
been trying to locate its existence for over 100 years. 
All that can be learned ofhoV( it was laid out must be 

. pieced together from clues_(ound_ill the land descrip-
> tions· of deeds and early tax assessments: 

HOWEVER, IT is }mown that the village was 
laid in a common grid with streets running north 
and south, east and west. Several current'streets 
~ known to have originated from this .plat -
Bridge Street (not by the name) and Webb Drive 
(still known as Rochester Street, well into modern' 
times). · · · · · 

By 1836, the village had remained undeveloped . 
and on Ocl 1 of that year, Hiram: Sheldon sold his 
"village" to George T. Clark of Albany, N.Y. He sold 
it "lock, stock, and barrel" so to speak, and reserved 
for himself only 18 random lots which he later dis-
posed o( . · 

In 1838, Clark took the first steps towards deve­
loping his village by J:ii_ring a resident agent, Milo H. 
Turner of Rochester, N.Y., who then came to New 
Albany with .a large stock of merchandise and 
opened the first store. 

However, he was much more than a merchant. 
His main purpose was to promote and develop the 
town and sell village lots on Clark's behalf. 

DURING ms first year at New Albany, Turner 
leased the newly completed saw mill on Prairie 
Creek from Hiram Wilcox and began construction of 
the "DeWitt Hotel." Turner was soon joined by h is 

bro~her,Jesse Foote Turner, and together they com- sold to other investors were lost for_ unpaid taxes. ; 
pleted the building of the hotel at what is now the The sale of these New Albany lots and many other 
southeast corner o'f Bridge and .Webb. affected "paper villages," remained on the county1 
1 When finished, the hotel was a monstrous accom- tax records until the late 1840's. . ·,. 
plishmen_ t for its time and place. Its main two-story Durio~ this p~riod, Clark also los~ ~r sold his, 
portion measures 40 by 32 feet and has a large one- interest m the mill complex along Prame Creek to 
story ell to the rear. The framing is said to be of post the _ Turner brothers. The complex at that time I 
and beam construc~o~, much like _-the common included not only the ~ st mill and mill pond, but1 
method used for bwldmg barns. also two known saw mills and numerous carpenter I 

Its·simple floor plan features a central hall with and cabinet shops. ' 1 
several rooms leading off from one. side and the However Clark was able to retain some of Jijs 
tave~ room. or "assembly room" from the _other. Clin~n Co~ty invesbnerits._He kept tlie•grist ~!ll 
Upstairs, beside the hall, there were at ~east ~IX bed- and general store at Mapleton ~ester Colony m:! 
rooms for lodgers. . · . . . , Duplain/ and the general store and_ hotel at ~e"'. 

THE HOTEL'S extenor was finished with clap- Albany. . · .. . · . · 
board siding with only one architectural element, a BY 1847 for reasons unknown, Clark came to 

· finely crafted sidelightecl: doorway with reeded ' . Clinton co:ioty bringirig with him his wife, J~e, . 
pilasters, capped by a segmented lintel ofGreek-key and two young children. They took i.tp residence:.'11 
panels. . · ·· · . , · the hotel, but whether or not the building co~tinuedj 

Although the hotel woµld soon be superseded bY: _ to function as a hotel is ·not known. No survivingJ 
gander .and m·ore '!refined" area structures to the records from the period indicate·that he was an 
pioneers_ then traveling ,along the Po~tiac-Grand innkeeper, bµt several r e'ferences state that he wa~ 
River Trail,_ the hotel at New Alb!l"Y must have ti "merchant." . · . . 
appeared as a palace in the ~lderness when they . InMayofl849,bothGeorgeandJaneClarked,i_e 
emerged from the surrounding forests . . - ·, · within days of one another, George on the 23rd. a 
. In 1839, the country went into ,i. de'-;esta~ng eco- the age of 43,' and Jane Oil the 29th, at 33. B>: tl)i 
nomic depression due largely to· the results ?f the . time, he ha4 evidently map.aged to amass or recou 

: "wild-ut".bankingpracticesandoverspeculationby a .considerable fortune. · · . 
, eastern investors. Many areas of Clinton County -The -settlifig · or' the Clark estate. was by far th 
felt the effects of this. George T. €:lark was an·appa- 'largest and most complex uridertak.ing the Probate 
rent casualty of: this depression for-in 1840 he Jost Court had yet faced. Appraised, the estate ·was esti-
much of his New Albany invesbnents. · mated at excess of $10,000 (those were 1850 
- THE FIRST to go were the undeveloped village ,dollars). · ' 

, lots. Many of these as well as many which he had 1;' '- - .. . . . 

\'\' --~ r 
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By KEN COIN · ··;' ; " · --~Milo H. Tufnei~t much ofµie F.Operty adja=-
. -:, · · . . . . . · •. . cent to ~e mill complex on Pniirie Creek and Caro-

EditorsNole: The following article written by Ken . line ~er (Milo's wife) was the highes~ bidder for · 
Coin is the secorul part of a two-part story about the Ule hotel, some village lots'inNe..,,. Albany·and soine . 
De Witi' Hotel arid New Albany Store which pros- a~age to 'the · south'. ·. · , . . . . 
pered from the beginnings of Clinton .County. . •The prices fetched at the scale were'low,even by 

BE'BELD mortgages and promissory notes for , the standards of those days .. C81'.0line Turner was 
nearly . half . that amount. Rare indeed was the I able. to_ make her purchase for . a mere $194.. · 
county resident.who was not somehow economically ; ' Although the Turner families purchas!ld much of 
affected by Clark's 'death. · · · the. estate to add ·to their already substantial land 

The Clark children, Sarah and Roswell, returned , h9ldings ·aiid business enterprises, they had by this 
to New York to live with an older brother, Joseph date, all but left. the area for larger fields of 
Clark of Albany. And again, Milo H. Turner was left investment. . . · . · 
with the power of attorney to act as the agent for the J : BY THE late 184qs, Milo and Jesse are recorded 
Clark family in sorting everything out. 8$ operating the "Seymour House,• a hotel in north 

An inventory of the hotel, taken shortly after_ the . Lansing which had been built and owned by Hora-
Clarks' deaths gave an interesting look at how the tion and · James Seymour. · 
former hotel must have been furnished during and : In the early 1850's, the Turner's began disposing 
before the Clarks' residency. of their investments in Michigan and submitted to 

Among the outstanding features of the inventory · the beckoning call of the California gold fields where I _ 
are 4~ ~hairs, seven looking gl_asses, six beds, and a they eve~tually became permanent settle_r~. . TH~ NEY., ALBANY STORE was a busy meeting place for Clinton County 'd . Courlesy photograph_ 
surpnsmg amount of carpeting. • In April of 1851, Carohne Turner then hvmg m county s history. · resi ents during the early years of the 

The auctioning of Clark's real estate began on Monroe County, N.Y., sold the hotel and surround- I 
Jan. 22, 1860, at the courthouse steps on East Main ing land to Rowland VanScoy of DeWitt. She real- ' 
Street in DeWitt. The Mapleton property including ized a hefty profit on the transaction for afterretain­
the mill and·store was let to Benjamin Shepard as ing the property for only one year she sold it for 
►l-. ,- l, ~#"l'l-, n(t♦ h;rl,l t>,. nn h o'hAlf nt 'hlq hrnf.h Pl"' W llHAm l QM 
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'i VanScoy, a native_ofKent, Putn~ Coll;llty, N.~.i. Jh:i·~~-~d M~~tXiie~ ;fD~Witt), ~at~ i~Jf ' 
had tii:z~ co¢e to ~li!ito~ County !>Tl .Apnl of18~9., Ct . .' the house m:id contin.ued to make.it their farm home · 
.Pl=h~g,.160 acres of land iJ? 11outhern ~-,W1ttT 1: <~ for over\ 30 -years, , ~ . ,. ,. · . 
'I'ownahip.-He eventually acqumd;~ mb~tiu'l ·~, .' ' Inl908 afterreturningfrom,an.extendedvaca- •·; 
ainouti'.ijof}.Iahd• inttliifDeWi~(~,.,1.t1; ;, 1·: ti~n ir{Caiifornia,:Sylvester and·Jenhle decided to , 

' lms ,MOVE to ·.the h.otel Wlll his _last:·, . ·1, . 8 >, ·, sell the farm' and return to Califomia;·permanently . . ~ 
. QeWitt 'area and H'e' remained there only 11.·aliort:;'.~i ·,. -THE-PURCHASERS of.t.he .farm•were Frank '.: 
. tiple. On Apri_l 24,1J854; .~e m_ov,ed:hi.• ~~ ~:.~f j '~d.,Pintline·"Pol~~ :(Yanz)',~ev~ (no_w· s~elled _: 

Essex Township to a newly acquired farm m~~on1 ' , ,: "Klaver7>· The histbric old home hasremamed m the · ,,i 
nk9. J{e continually upgraded~• Ian~ ~~}dinp' !1 f; .KJayei\, f~ily .•inC!!::th~i tittje, eventually pas~ing '-' 
bbth in' E11ex:imd·DeWitt and·at_the time_:of,hf1;~hf intotlieownershijfofthel0avers's6n,Char_l_es,and -~ 
d~athinl890,waaoneofthewe~tnieatmenml:e!'•·r~,;. his wife; ~able, ·,:·· ; · -.. . , '. ;. 
~ Michigan and owner ofw~U ~~ l,9?.0_ a.~e~ in ,; j hl. ·: The name, of_New ~any is. now but an unique. :, 
Clinton County alone_. · .. •. • .. •·· • ·· • ·,-. , f. '. oddity; The-names bf1ts •~_ts-have been__changed

1 
; 

1 Some of the land which VanScoy did not choose tb -~;I b themi!T complex, long vanished. Even the surround- . 
keep at the time ofhi~ departure from_ Essex Tow_n, .. ! .

1

,.:' ing-land ia;quickltJ!1ccum~in~.~ the _machines _of, . . 
slppincludedafarmm 1outhernJ~~W1tt,To:,msh1p, •. ; ~- modem~.-development/•·' ' f • .. " _,., .. ' ·• . ·.,: ; 
the hotel, and lands at New Albany:"l'heae huoldon · '.: OfNe';;, Albany ofDeWittin 1839; and perhaps all . · 
March 22, 1854, to his° former rieighlior, Henry . '. of Clinfo1fCounty, only the.DeWitt Hotel, a chanee ;-~ 
Moon. . ,.·, . , ·~ : :;. . -.·. . . :;\ 9UJ'.Vivorotprogresiandf.afure,'Tenlllll)S as a silent~, 
: Moon, a native of England, had come _to·Amenca ; :-; monument and s.ole witrieaa.,to .the pa~tl50 years of ,"J 

i4 1826 and to Michigan in 1833 where he settled; .. ; C1inl'on:.C9unty h'eritage_'' .: . . ·• · • . · 
near Ann Arbor. There in 1835; he married Susan·,· , .. , ( : •; ~{•~ : . ~-'-c ) ·•· \ ; •. 1 .;, , _-_ ..._:1 · 
(Frazy) Place, the widow· ofnavid T. ?,lace..!fw!>'· · .,,-..,_. •• ,.. · .,,.,. ·" · 

. years later, Moon ·brought his young family to'the· · · 
wilderness of Clinton County where he purchased , . 
·160 acres in, section no: 29· of DeWitt Township:.• 
; IN 1850, Moon, like many area men, made the : · 

hazardous trip to the welt seeking his fortune in the 
tempting gold fields · of California. He .remained 
therefor.three·years,retumingtohiswifeandchild··, 
ren in 1853 with as his obituary put it, "a snug for-· ·t · 
tune." He waa one of the· lucky few, not that he ' 
returned with wealth necessarily, but tha~ he,w~.' . ._ , 
able to return at all. , , . ,, \ ,. 
; His riches were invested in _land, in partjcular; 

the old hotel, then owned by V anScoy. This commo- '·. 
dious building was just wha(Moon needed for liis · I 
equally large family. He had at the time, six child- ·•\ 
rlm plus four chi_ldren ofhis wife's from her. previous : ' 
marriage. . • . . . . ., ·,. ·!"1 
; He acquired more acreage.in tlinicinity ~f~~.! i. 

house, built bams,.planted orchards, and eventu-. •"·1 · 
ally improved it'into o~e of the showplace faim11;of .~~ 
Clinton County. · . · ·.• ·0 - •~ , 

, IN 1875, faced with· ill health, ·Henry Mi>on 1 
retired from farming and moved into the _village of. ' 
DeWitt, selling his.former home and m1,1ch.of his · .· 
acreage to his son, Sylvester Moon.. , · ,: . · 

· , Sylvester and his new bride _of two month~, tlie ,. 
former .Jennie Harper. (an adopted daughter of• 

·- : ----·-·- ' - -- ;-- ~--'-·""· --,...J 
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Historic hotel building up 
for sale in De Witt 

·· Parlor" being noticeably more elegant with fine 
woodwork. On the west side was the tavern room. 
This hotel, like the later Clinton House, ·was not a 
tame "temperance tavern": it was annually licensed 
by the township to serve "spirituous and intoxicat­
ing liquors". 

BY KEN COIN 

While I don't intend for this column to become a 
glorified classified ad, the "For Sale" sign which 
recently sprouted in the yard of the Klaver house 
has caused an amazing amount of interest. The 
DeWitt community may well want to sit up and 
take notice for a very unique historic landmark is 
at stake and the fact that it is located in our own 
"Historic DeWitt" makes us all a little responsible 
for its future. 

This imposing yet unpretentious structure at the 
corner of Webb and Bridge in what is now DeWitt 
was once the old ''DeWitt Hotel" of New Albany vil­
lage. Smother~d _in e~ly county history, it predates 
most an_y buildmg m central Michigan arid it's 
unquestionably the oldest structure in Clinton 
County. 

The '.'paper village" of New Albany was pur­
chased m 1836 by George T. Clark, a speculator in 
Albany, New York. In 1838 he -took the first steps 
toward developing his village by hiring as his resi­
dent agent, Milo H. Turner ofRocheste;, New York, 
who then came here with a large stock of merchan­
dise and opened the first store. Turner's main pur­
pose, however, was to promote and develop the 
town of New Albany and sell village Jots on Clark's 
behalf. i 

During his first year here, Turner leased the · 
newly completed saw mill on Prairie Creek from 
Hiram Wilcox and began construction of the 
"DeWitt Hotel". Turner was soon joined by his 
brother, Jesse Foote Turner, and together they 
completed the building of the hotel on what was 
then called "Rochester Street". 

When finished, the hotel was a monstrous 
accomplishment for its time and place. The original 
two-story portion, a post and beam construction 
measures 40 by 32 feet and has a large one story eli 
to the rear which was added sometime later (per­
haps merely 140 years ago!) The simple floor plan 
features a wide central hall with an open walnut 
staircase. On the east side were two large parlors 
connected by wide double doors; the front "Ladies 

On the second floor were three large "chambers" 
and three smaller rooms, all connecting. Under­
stand that in pioneer times renting a private room 
was, if possible, cost prohibitive. Lodgers did not 
rent rooms, they rented a space, in a bed, often with 
a stranger. When county court was in session, or 
when the county supervisors were meeting bed 
space in DeWitt was at a premium. It was' also 
recorded that in 1847, when the capital was moved 
from Detroit to yet-to-be-built Lansing, legislators 
and state workers swelled DeWitt hotels beyond 
capacity. 

The exterior of the hotel was finished with clap-­
board siding (an unheard of luxury in the 1830's) 
with only one architectural element, a finely crafted 
side-lighted doorway with reeded pilasters, capped 
by a segmented lintel of Greek-key panels. A simi­
lar side-lighted entrance (of more modest design) is 
located on the south end of the hall. 

When the first stage coaches bumped and rum­
bled through the interior of Michigan in 1839, it 
was here that travelers stopped for lodging and 
food. To the pioneers then traveling along the Pon­
tiac-Grand River Trail who were accustomed to 
crude shanties along the route, this hotel at New 
Albany m1,1St have appeared as a palace in the 
wilderness when they emerged ihto its clearing 
from the surrounding forests. . 

By 1847, village owner George Clark came to 
Clinton County, bringing with him his wife Jane 
and two young children, and took up residence in 
the hotel. But in May of 1849, both George and 
Jane Clark died within days of one another. The 
settling of their estate was by far the largest and 
most complex undertaking the young Clinton Coun-

ty Probate Court had yet faced. Appraised, the 
estate was estimated at excess of $10,000 (a fortune 
in 1850!) 

An inventory of the hotel, taken at the time, 
gives an interesting lo_ok at how the former hotel 
must have been furnished during and before the 
Clarks' residency. Among the outstanding features 
of the inventory are 45 chairs, seven looking glass­
es, six beds and a surprising amount of carpeting. 

The auctioning of Clark's real estate began on 
Jan. 22, 1850 at the courthouse steps on East Main 
street. Milo H. Turner bought much of the property 

Continued on page 11 
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eorii~~~ ffo~~~ge {F~-::·;,:rields_ ·?r caiif~rxiia: H~· . have. been changed; the 
adjacent ,:-1;o:. •the . :mill. ;·:remained _·there . three mill. complex, ._long van­
complex . ori Prairie . Y.ears, returning to his• ished and the sumiund­
Cr~~lt'; and ... : Caroline· · wife an~ cJ.lil~ren with, ing}and is qttickly suc­
Tu,rner (his wife) was .. says: his . obituary, ."a, cumbing to . . the 
highest bidder for the snug fortune". In 1854· machines of · modern 
hotel, some village lots . he purchased the hotel development. Of New 
in · New. Albany and from VanScoy and'. this Albany '. in · .1838,, of 

·some·. acrea·ge t~ 'the .. com1;11odious · , building De Witt and all of Clin­
south. ,, Althot,tgh . the _ W~J~t what he needed ton Qounty, only • the 
'I'urners/•:· · purchase·d · for his ··equally large DeWitt Hotel, a chance 
much .of the , estate to . : family. He had, at the survivor remains as a 
add . to . their . already · . ti~e, ~ix childre,n'. plus sile.nt . monument .and 
substantial. land .. hold- his · wife Susan.s four sole ~tiless to the past 
ings and business· enter- children by her p:i'evious 150-plus years of Michl-

. prises; ~ey_ had, by this marriage. He a~qui.red · gan's transformation 
date;; 'al]::;but ··.ieft ,the .· . more -:ao/eage 11' .the . from~ wilderness. terri­
beckoning-··:calf of the vic?lity of the )1_oµse; · tory, to a modern state. 
C.ajifobia . ·gold • fields · built,, . b~s, : planted '~e~· aren't mapy 
wber~ · they eveJJ.tually ?~ ·apd_,er,~ntlWly -' M.1c~gan - towns th;at 
became· p~nrianent set~ . 1mp:rov_ed ,1t u~to on~ of. can-boas.ta 156-year old 
tlers. .··7 · 1 • · . • _,th~· shoyii'pl_ace;farms of. ~ stagecoach · stop. Aµ.d 

In April ~f1851, caf~ :'.PJin~? Co,untY•:: :::. :.- : : altJ?.o~gll)t needs .a Jot 
oline Tu:rhe:1:°,; SOld the . . ~~- is.m;;l\l~n ~etired ' o_fattentfo_fl it'd.be a pity 
hote,Lan<l. S\llT.Otinding . fro1;11 f~mir :~nd sold _if '.'Historic DeWitt" dia~ 
lazja : ~"'1i'cf{~ ~-·'R6wlancf ,·.the' '·home1:and-fann Ito .: ( n't·Jmow,what a geni:it · 

·v11:1scciy/"~qfaJ:mer: of_ _1:i~.s.9n_._,~Y,l:ve.ste.:r,wp..?, .. ,- · ·. 
southern mWitt;Town.:. .,-with .. ~ ,p .e~. _p:i;ide _of . 
ship. ViuiScoy · mov~d · "·o~y.'two :montlis/ (Jen!' __ _. 
his Sam1ly :-io,the · hoteJ-..;..l_lle . ~r). ~o;ved into . 
but remaµiEld ,_qnl.f'1 a· ~ .the ; l!~~e;; .. . Af.,thopgh 
short time before mov- ·th~y hatl p.o' children to 
ing to Ma pie Itapids . . k fill it, ;they _continued to 

· chance survivor from -:. make\1t'the:i,r fa.n;i..honi.e 
the VanScoy ownership :: · fo~ over 30, years, selling. 
is a gold-ilmbossed invis 1t m 1~08 to Frank _and 
tatipn to a grand Wash- Pauline "Polly'1 (Yanz). 
ington's Birthday .cele- Klaver. The historic old 
bration· "A.t the Assem- home has remained in 
bly Room ofRowland·s. the Klaver family since 
VanScoy'.', February 22, that_ ·t~e, eventually 
1853. The. admission passing mto the owner­
was $1.75 · but it ship of their son Charlie 
promised "Good. Music . and:hiswife Mable: 
will be in Attendance".· The name of New 

In 1850 Henry Moon· Albany is now a unique 
also . made the ·· haz- oddity in DeWitt. The 
ardous trip to the gold · names of its streets 

had until after i~ was 
·gone. 

Ken Coin is a resident 
oi DeWitt and the area's 
primary historian. 
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Riv-ers1"de· · , : ·:nec.-ao.· 1s!ii he~ ii;9.t~er:":wP.~-4~a / 
· neen ii:' heJ:Dlesif Jii.v'alid for .. a ~um: 

By M~- ~¥~,~- IF p~,,. ;, 1M-~of yea~ pl!S1ie\faway a·ged ·ss I 
. . years., During th~ ~arl!i:_r years c,f 

Sketch of Mary Cline Dav)~ .on their· residence in IDewltt --Mrs: For-
M~rf OJ\via Foi:zn~~ •. . o~l~ _ .oehlld .. man ~ild h,er d~~ghter car_rled on I 

ot 'Yllliam.._ a~d ,M~rlqjl ·w t'rin~n, :bo\lh . ~- ~ressm~~lnr; an~ mlltlnery 
was born Sept. 22; 1834 )n )'., · r: .;d' . . ,buslnes~i. i ?ifrs.· Da.v~son s husband 

' ' ,. or ' died Ii. / I8W years ag-0 and since 
Oa~land_ ~?~~ty, ~lc~i~n: . Atte~ .th n 848 1i)~ ·r~l.<1_~<! !!l~Ii.~ 1!1 -~~r 
n~r fathers death, ,she 1 and .. her ·ho~e on .Bridge street eou.th, until 
motper, ~ter r,llsidin~ I~ ~- ,an.sing. ~' a fen,r ago ~n account of her· feeble 
11uru-ber ot years 111ovti 4 fo st: neal,f.ti iin!l pld ·age and_ no near rej­
Johns · the· a.econd year at ,ter It be- atlvl!s- Site was take_n to the couf!lf_ 
came county seat or -Clir ;ton coun- ifarm, -wli'ere she pnssiid away . Ol) 
tY, ref!iding ~hE:~e until November Snturdny, .Sept. 15, -·1923, aged near-
9; 18'6~, W?~n·tlley mo:vec' l io n ·ewlil ,]y 89 ylla1:5.- Mrs. -nayison ~s -a 
residing on rt:he· :properi; ,-,J1qw QV.'11~- "'.ri-f~r ot bqi!J ;prqs~ ~~ 41pe.try, ~s­
ed by Mi:s. ~race Coo1,1, on • the cm--· p~clilly <)f :'chfldren's stories, · a 
n!!r _at Main and Scott··~ ;treets. fMiss work she fo'llowe_d quite ,extensi've:­
l<'ornian r eceived · her • acJ.utation In Jy until r.ecen,t'. y~ars: . Many ot· he r 
tho schools in M.llrord . anll ,Lansing. pioneer productions · are pre~crvcd 
•h! ·her early ~omanh ood she· was with other ,works [or tile ·lllOn . . 
united to a. ~fr. Clln· e. . To this book. Mrs. •Davh1~,;i ,wns n mcmbeJ l 
union one son was •~· tkn, who dle'd bC the Clinton CgunlY, ·P!q1:I!l_!lr -so· 
in infancy. Thursuay , evening, De.c. j::!ety and a oh~rter me1t1bef. o.~ t~e 
29, 1892, · she vvas ~ .gain united ln w .. ii. c., -~~ . _D~:ivltJ. ·Ji~r t\ln~~a~ 
~narr_Ja~e _to ,l~l ·n, c1.visqn ot :Cl~r; was beld Monqay ~tternoon, Sept:. t 
coun~y. The !qll1 .>wing evening, 17, · at the ,M. ~ - chm:ch, 'Re".. Geo. 
· · · · ·· · · · Wahl otrlclalll_?g M;r.s. Josie l\lc• 

·Loi1th and· r.1rs. IM.lnnic i\'loon fur­
nished the sln~in.g with Mrs. M!!r-lo I 
Kraas iii::. tpe ;piano. Pall bearer~. 
Hudson· GU!elt, Jerome Pill~. ~tt . 

r;::·~~iµ~i ~'l?rlt {~~~~~~- · ·1~:-i 
~ . -\ ~ 

Card of. Tb~n~li_: ~ 
We· wish to .. tbank the J~iends for 

the· mariy 'bea'uti(uJ !lowers and : 
tlielr .lflndnes-s ~\,own at. the if,unef· . 
al and •burial dr '.Mrs. D~vlson.-:-Mr. , 
a-~~ ~-,Ch~?Ie.f wuc~x!ant lffi•. , 
11" .· . - ,' :, I , . • • ),,. , ~ ;,_ 

"i 
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: Ohituari~s and 
F1u1eral Notices 

DEATHS 

lOOllllAN, l\U .. X W . 

.:{33 Downer, L&.n~ln.{ · 

I, I 

A11• 60. died at a loca l hospital 
1"ndny, Nov. '.!4, 1972. He waa 

~{;i~f ~o~f'hi~· ~i;},~ !'\17~)~~i'i'.~~y: 
d .Cfll o! Lan.sin~ UHd Vlc-htil.)' (~X­
CCJ)l for 17 YC!l('S Ill Bay City 
wtu.:re he WRli co~uwne1,~ or I he 
N(1J'lt1ea:.tt:nl, S c ho u l tJC Com-
1Ht!n :e. He wu.s l,wroec educar.loual 
h!~i:;lutlve tlmsulta nt. tor t he 
SLaln De1nu·tanenl ot Educat1un 
~r·· r!~Ji,;~r!;h~h:t!iPee 1':;i'~sll~~:;c,~g,': 
U1ti Fhn1 School s ystem tor the 
11ast tlvt: yeurs. He wu.s a Trh!fnhCl' 

. o! lite U'lrnt l1·e:;byLel'luu Chu1·ch 
ot Lu.nstn1,;: . ot Ou, M1(:h1i.:;an·A!'l:iO­
ciaUon or &:lloul s ur,crint,mdeuts 
n n d lVrtehl"'-un A;,i:.ochttion ol 

, S(•lloo1 Ach ninistnt.tors, and Mkhl-
1' f:i'ill Educ;1tl1on Assoc., and rnern­

be1· ot the NuUotw.l l~du<·ation 
As:wc .• lnemlier or the Flint Asso­
datlon or Schuu\ Admlnl:1 lrtttors:, 
a meml)er of the City Club ol 

1 Lansinit.· Ho ls su1·vlved Ly his 
Wile S u:-inn , ' LWO drtUl;'hl.<:l'S Mrs. 
Br·uce (K~1·en) Seble or East l .ull• 
sllli(, uHd l\ift·~. 'l.'ho-nn~ (Kay) 
\ Vitale or ·rroy; tou11 ~·qndd1lttrh-

t/:~11 r:n sl~:rD~~~~i'itr._ 1-t~~~r!{a:.):~ 
vil!E:s will be huld t rondHY, 11 ::10 
n.rn. ut the Go,·sline H.unc·lman , 
li~,1,t1 g CJi: i1\ '111lfJ~s~ [ tF11~:t nl~i·c~t,;·r \ 

1 t crinn Chul'ch o rt id1tting. P111l­
b1:hrcta wtll be Jume:i DunoL11'11!i, 
llichard A<l!im~. Hleha(·d Sm!th, 
JotiiTh Kold e1·mnn, Gl:rald f.>uno, 

!~~Srr'-~11f\~:'t?~!~t\ 1(!N~;~\~~ ~f!;1;i 
MacDoneltl , H,u-oJd B rown, Ur. 
Wllll11m ~ad Y. James Allen, Dor~ 
win l·Jo'tfnieyer. Carl Acltley, ftaY 
O'Toole, • Mal<.:olm \N hale, anrl 

. ' :~~se~)et~~,1~~·nl~~~1ia~~s cl,~lrlr;)~ 

f~f~~r~~nic~~111fi. oc:~cebe~i~!1~:; 
Balh. j' 

..,_· -~. ,';": ..... u', )t ....... ""' 
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OBITUARY, 

MRS. WK. OOPFlU.X. 

Mi88 Ellen Otto, was horn in Adame, 
Hillsdale county, \fay 6, 186(, In the 
fall of 1871, •he came with her parenta, 
Mr, and Mre, A. B, Otw, w Riley, 
Clinton county, where ■he li•ed nnlll 
her marri&l(e to Wm. Coff'man,Seplem-

' Ler 16, 1883. A daugbter was born to 
them September 6, 1184. Ber journey 
lhrou&b lire was very even, not. marked 
with many eventa; but a year preyioua 
to her death, ebe had expre88ed a deelre 
to the writer w become a profeeeinK 
Cbriatian, and a member of the church, 
bnt by some cauee of her own, it. wu 
neglected. She had been in decllnina 
he•itb for oome monlhe before ehe aave 

1 up to that futal dieeaee coneumplion, 
when ehe calmly eaid "Gode wlil be 
done", She had a deelre for b&pllem 

1 and a cordial in'Vitatioo ••• eent to tile 
llev. J ohn Xloee, of Della, who :gave 
her word• oC comfort and performed 
baptiem. A abort time aner they came 
to her fMther'e houae, where ehe wae 
tenderly cared for by lo•in1 ban~ 
uutil J anuary 22, 180-t, ,he ireat 
pbyalcian came and roleaved her from 
her eevere euff'erlna wblcb ebe bad 
endured with patience and took to the 
home she had 110 cared for, where ein 
nor eufferina never came. 

By her requeet the funeral took place 
al theM, E. Church, at Wacooeta, con­
ducted by the Rev. John Kloee, who 
delivered a very aympathelic oermon, 
from pealme, 2:l-4, 

She was the youn1eet of nine chil­
dren. one eoldler brolher dyloa: one year 
aner her birth, four 1l1lera1 tbr" 
Urotbera an aged father and mother, 
a kind and 1orrowin1 bWlbaod and a 
liltlo dau~bter, with many kind and 
lovinK frlonde mourn her loe1. 

Why tiJe young81L ehoulJ be ealleJ 
Ur"t i■ one o( Oocl'■ great myeterl•, and 
we i,ave her with Him who doeth all 
tbinge well, 

Atllcu, our lo,•~d one, 1l~cp ind real, 
Thy work on earth, ao aoon la done, 

\Veaa_. thee lean on Jeaua' breut, 
\Ve saw him aweetly take thee home. 

"-, ONE WHO FEELS HER LOSS, 



DEATH ClAlMS 
RILEY w1AN, 78 

I 91'0 --

Wm. Coffman Succumbs July 
20; Lifelong Resident 

<:)f This CQuniy ' - ........... ,._ ........ 

Wlllla,n Coffman, llffllong resiclen~ 
of Cllnlon counl;y, died fJnlui·day 
evening. July 20, al hL~ home In 
fl,lley tow11shlp after a tl1ree mon~hs 
Illness. He wi,s 78 years old. 

Mr. Coffmnn w1\S born in Eti!tle 
Lowushlp Jf\n. 29, 1869. He was mo.r­
rlccl Jn 1803 to Ell,;n Otto of Riley 
township, who pMt,ed nwo.y ln 1893. 
Tl1e following yl'11r, Mr. Coffman 
wo..s united In murrlage to Emma 
Mullen of Rllcy iowushlp. 

F11ncrnl services were held Tues-. 
clny at 2 p. m. from Dewltt Com­
munll,_y church, with Rev. Earl l". , 
Collln:i oHlclo.llng. l:111ril\l was mo.de 
in Wo.cpustn cemetery. 1 · Mr. Coffman J~ s urvived by his: 
w!Fc · .five children. Mrs. Arthur : 

S11lll~nn er SI,. Johns; Mrs. Howo.rct J 

Plow1111\n. Olive t,ownship; Mrs. Tony) 
:,~:rlJrockcr and Kermit Coffmnn I 
of ~lky lownghlp. o.nd Mri;. Donnld 
Blizi.nrcl o( Lunslng: one brolllcr, 
Jol,n Coffml\n of Bingham town- , 
5lllp; 13 g-ro.mlch lldren and · three 

1 great.-grnndchlldrcn. Two :ilstt,rs und ' 
1 one brother preceded hlm In death. ; 
\ ' .. ~ - - • .. i ' -'-' 



I, 

Obituaries 

Lillian Coffman 
Lillian 0. Coffman, 86, of Riley Township, 

DeWitt, died on May'6, 1990, at Sparro.w Hospital 
in Lansing. 

She was borri in Clinton County on-March 21, l 
1904, the daughter of Joseph and Anna (Roll) ltl 

Schaefer. · 
Mrs. Coffman was married to William Kermit I 

Coffman in Grand Ledge on June 2, 1924. 
She was a homemaker. 
Surviving are her husband, William; two sons, 

William Coffman of DeWitt, and James Coffman 
of Lansing; two daughters, Mrs. Violet Martin of 
St. Johns, and Mrs. Bernita Sillman of DeWitt; I 
seven grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren; 
one brother, Harold Schaefer of Lansing. 

The .funeral service was held on May 9 at 
Osgood Funeral Home in St. Johns, with Pastor 
David Voorhees officiating. Interment was at 
DeWitt Cemetery. 



% %~~~:JJaim 
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/H1: LoruJ is HY SHEP1✓t Ro ; gSHAll Nor wANT; 

lie MAKE TH H[ T()lf[ OOWN IN GRffN PASTURES: 

HE l£/10E.T/f ME BESIDE THE ST/lf_ WATER5. 

HE RESTORETH HY SOUL : HE LE/1.0ETN HE I N TH( 

PA TIIS OF fUG!lrFOUSNESS fOR. /fl5 NAH['S SA KE . . 

:fEA , THOIIGII g WALK T/.IR.OUGH T/1£ VALl[YOF 

TIIE SHADOW OF OEATN, q Will FEAR NO [VIC 

{OR fHO// ART WIT/I H[; THY POD AN{) TI-IY STAFI' 

THEY COMFORT ME. l'Jt,ou f'REPARESTA TABLE 

8£FORF. HE IN THE PR€SENCC OF NIN£ £Nl."N1£S: 

lH0/1/JNOINTESTMYAl[A O WITH OIL; HYC/IP 

RUNNI Tl/ 01/f.R. .. ~UF?E"LY GOOD/VESS A NO 

Ncr1cv SI/ALL FOL L.O W NE AI.L Fl-I£ DAYS 

OF MY LIFE." A/VO 9w1LL DWELL IN THE 

HOUSE OF Tl-IE LORD FOR EVER. ••... 

DEATHS 

COIN, RAY C. 

15~21 Turnor SI. 

L>n!lnq 

Aqe 72. oassed away Mond•Y al • 
local hospital. Born in Cass County, 
Jndiana, .J~nu~rv 10, 1901 he had 
lived In the Ltrn~lng ;ir(:a mosf of 
hi~ li fe. Emplov~d at Motor WhE'CI 
CorP. ror 1.7 ve~r!>. Survivina are 
the wHr., Br-ssie; ll1ree son~, RllV· 
mond of Sherldl'!n, Verr1on and Eu­
ae>ne of OcWitl; five gr,,.ndchll• 
dn·n; :md two ar~;11t.qrandchilcinrn. 
Funn11I ~r-rvlcr., wtll IJ,- h,-ld .,1 lhf' 
Lee R. Rummell Funrr;,I Ht>n_ic, 
DoWltt, Wr.dnc!.dav l'II 11 a.rn . wllh 
thie Rev. L.,Vcrn Bretz of Valley 
Farms Baptist Church ofticla!ing. 
Burial in DeWitt Cemeterv. 

[n i\·famory of 

!if\ Y C. COl:-J 

Dale of nirih 
.fnnua rv 10. rnn1 

C;isc; C:0L1n!y. 1~1di:111:1 

Dale of Death 
May 14, 1!)7:1 

Lansing. Mi.chigan 

Services at 
LEE R. RUMMELL FUNERi\L HOME 

DcWilL Michigan 
Wednesday. May Hi. H\73 

I 1:00 A. M 

Clergyman 
ltcv . J,'-1 V <' rn D rc1 z 

Valley Yann~ Bapt.ist Cllurch 

H.ohcrl. Norl ,rn 
H;ilpll Myns 
S-lanley ::,milh 

lkarers 
/\rnolcl l\'Jillcr 

l,;i\lT('l l tT (';1 IT(l\V 

Leig ht on Whitbeck 

Burial 
De WU L. Ccmc-1 cry 
DeWitt. Michigan 



,Y!fL a11.cf 5f1~s. g)aylon. g),i1Je·) 

~cquesl die hm1ou~ o/ you~ p11esencc 

al tf1c 111aM.iage of thei~. cfcwghte'L 

g,[01t.e11.ce C,slhe'l. 
lo 

,_5f{,,__ CVe11:nv11. C. Cai11 

011. Salll~day, Seplcn,6,•) die se1Jenlccn.lh 

ni11clw1 lumd'l.ccf m1cl I i/tynf i1Jc 

al {i1Jc o'clock i11. tlic a/tc"100 11 

CLJ11ited $~et/nm Ch(l~ch 
C,asl {j,Mnd !f<.i11e~. al Cla'Lk 

j__'m1si11g, L'Hic/iiqan 

!Reception follou.Jing ce11:emm1y 
CVcte~.an's <5J1.emo'l.ial !/{all 
mc1vill, ,::ldicl1iga11 



I ,isa F lo1·cnce Coin 

,m("I 

Jolm J:\. Dreutl1 

tog ctl,cr witl, tl,cir parents 

Mr. 011J J'\,-s. V crnon C. Coin 

m,d lwgin .i life togctl1er 

on Satut"da_y, tl1c t,vcntv- ni ntJ, of i\pril 

ninc ic "n l,undrc<i ,1n<J sc..-enty -cigl,t 

'l1f six o\~lo<"J~ in t.l1c ,c,-~nlng 

Reception in11ncJiatcly folJowi.n~ 

PlumlJcrs JlaH 
5405 SoutJ1 Logan 

Lmsin,~ 
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De Witt Co u.Lole United 

MR. A:--;-D llrRS. f-:t:GE~E C. CO!:"i 

1\fr. r..;1d J,frs. Eugene C. Coin. of De'\Vltt. h:1ve just retG:-n ed fron, a 
wedding trip through the Uppfl' P er.ins·cila, V,'i scc,:-i.sin. M i!me~::,·,,,. l o\' a . 
Illinois and Indi.:.na. Thty ,•,·ere united in m2rriag·e h1 D c \"111:t 0:1 Sut ­
urday. May 27. 

?vlrs. Coin is th e for::·1 er !-Aarilyn S t.~u b . 
.._ -~ ~ -

b :◊'vE:1v weoc1.11g: v:a.~ 'the event 
of So.:-u:cfa.y :,igh:,- 1'•1ay 21 , ~1 the 
h c n-.e of M.:-. e..nd M.rs. Ca:·l Staub. 
when ~he:r grandOaugbt.er, 1\1.a.riJyr. 
Jean S;aub::l. becc_me the bride of 
Eugene Co'.:, of \'alie)' Farm~. La.n­
.;:::-ig. ThH were ,;,rtended b\' M.:'E. 
G re~a Per·~,- ::,,nd Haroid Coin ol 
:Midie.n d. Tne recep,:on wa.~ hfld 
at Me:nonal building in De\Viti.. 
Jack Crowner ? .... nci hi.i:. dance band 
f urni.Ehed music for dc.ncing. Ice , 
crea..u .2.;1d e. JoveJ:r wedding cat.e 
and coffee were sen•ed the mvrr 
than 100 guest..s by Mrs. Beverly 
K.ruge!: Barbara Hk,ks. Norma '. 
Decke~ and. Dm--,by H:11, all gradu- : 
at?,,,.; of M~ilyn·s cla..ss in DeV•.'itt 

1 

.high. Judy P2rke~ had charge of 
•":reg".o~ation and PhyllL:; He:1nems.n , 

e,ssisted with Lhe g-ifts. After it . -------' ,~ . _,. 

inorthe:11 trip they wi.:i m*e tneir 
l'thei.r bor..1e: 110:th of De\\:ift",.,.;Both 
' aTe e:nployed i.11 Lansinf;. ·-..... 

--- - - -

··staub -Coin Vows 

) 

! 

!Exchanged On Ma y 2 7 1 

I 

!l'.iiss Marilyn Jea11 s·,aub, daugh- Fo:· her daughter's wedding, M.rs. 
ter of Mr. and 7'1.rs. Tho;nas Si..aub, Staub, chose a dress- oi sheer r,avy ! 

1 
0 ; De\1/itt. was u1:.Hed in marriage wHh white access.oiies. Mrs. Coin 1 

to Ei,gene c . Coin, soi, of Mr. and wore a two-piece forest green gow11 
M:-s H.ay Coin. of Valiey R.oid, in, with matching •.accessories. Both 
L:c.11.Sing , on ,sa, urday nening. 111:ay wore corsages of roses. 
27. Ti1e nuptial vows were spol;.en The J·eceptio11 was held in the 
a:. eighL o'clock at the heme of Memorial Building. The four t'.ered 
l1er grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. v:edding cake wa& fianked by burn­
c2.:·l S~aub, at 145 Chadwick H.oad, ing •:.,;pers and encircled by a 

! in the presence of about 30 :relatives wrea t h of lilies of the \·al ley. Ice 
1 a !1d c'lose friends. ReY. LaVern ee2m. cal:e, and coifee were ser\'ed 
3!·etz officiated at tl-:ie cere111ony by 3e\'e:·ly Kruger, Barbara Hicks. i 
a r.d t~·aditi~nal_ wedding music was N,:m1:ia Decker and Dorothy P....iH ~ll \ 
p layeci. by !1·1ax1,1e Com. of wnom g.:·adua,,ed with 1ne bnoe. 

, TI1e bride, giYen in marria2.e b\' , Judy Parker had charg·e of rhe l 
, hei· father, was a~tired irl a -gown gil'est registralion and Phyl:is Len- ! 

o:- ·Y\·l:ir.e organz.a over Dile green neman, a cousin of the br!de. as- \ 
iaffela f2shione<l with a hoop ski,l. sis1ed with the guests. Jae!: Crown- 1 

Her tiered. yeil of illusion feil f.rom er ai:d his orcheotra played for' 
a J uliet cao of starched onanza ciancing. 

. and she carried a co:ou al -bou- The new ,Mn, . Coin gradua1ed 
1 quet of ·white ros es 2nd c rt1·nat 5ons .Jrorn De\7\·l~t hig·h school ·wlth the 
, H er or,Jy attendant. Misf Greralclass of 1949 and Mr. C o ir. grad-.ial­
. ? e:·1·y, of Alma College, wore a ed in 1948. Both are employed. in 
: g-ov,·n siJT~ilar Lo t.llat oi the bride, Lans)r'.kg. A.fter a tri;J thro"Jg·!"! 
. o! w:riite . cr-g21:za oYe?· o~c!; ld taf - no1·tben~ 1vfichigan th ey will re~ ide 
' f e ;a, and ?. halo b:c,t of ne, . Be:· 21 il: eir home jus t nonh of DeWiLt . 
cc~onia J bouquet wa s o:. w:1i:e anO Gne~~s were present al the wed­
orc.hid can,a U:,r..s. , d.i.n g a1,d recepci:n: from ~1idiar,d . 

E arolci. C Olfj, of l\Udland, WF~s -l)est t Bi-;:;ok~,·ille, F.la., S L J o i; ns. La:]Si~1g 
-~~ 9A1: . • , and D e~i itt. 

,--:, 

0 --
1. 



31,. arid 3 1'1.s ....... 9f1e'lle 9'.. ~J{e~shhe't.ge'L 

'Lequesl tf1e f1011ou't. of you~ fJ'l,eserice 

af the mauiage o/ theit dauqhle'l. 

C t;rithia .5ffe~le 
lo 

31~. !R icha,d ga,ri,e$ Coi11 

on Salu~day, tf,e t/2i,J of '-}/,p'l.i/ 

nineteen fwncf'led and sevenlyaone 

al seven o'clock 

/}i1<'11lo~ Ch~islian Cfiutc/2 

31enlo'L <...Jl,venue al [Jackson St'Leel 

5Uenl011., tJ/i io 

SR.eceplion 

/ollowing cNemony 

in 9!ellows/2ip !Hall 



, ........ _ 

rr.<(,usl i/,,, J,fea3ure o/ i,,ottr co111j,an1,1 

01.iuelce tt. /,u.ttdred aHi .tix ly--nine 

a l ..1even. o 1c foc£ 

fR.<?J:OJ.fJ>. 
__ ......... __ ,, __ /" ---- ....... __,,... - ,..,....,_..., ............ _..,.., _ _.,...................,, __ , -- ~.,,.__... - ,_..,.. -.. - ....... ,_ "-~ 
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gle j>/cu.-.,.,u·c o/. tJOUr con1j',any ;j ,Aec/_ue.~I~<./ 

al lhe weJJing r-ecef1lion o/ 
(j/;r."/,.,1/, !A.nn S};ggoll 

anJ 

ef:,1urJav, 1hc /11,enlidh ,,f 6i,ne 
nine/(1en hunJreJ am/ eighty-one 

al thr-ee o 'c/ocl 

803 QJ).,_,/ 011.ain 0/reel 

(!J/JJ);11, CYYlichiqan 

f ...Rc</ice.'>l;ny ihe honour o/ your /H"<~.t(!n.c:e 

al the m c11Tia!/I! ceremony 

al 111•0 o 'clock 



,,,--_ 

-------·---------------

M!t.. & MM . Conwa.!J E. Co,i.n 

W-i6h :to annoUJtc.e. :the. maNua.ge. 06 -thw daughtvz. 

Penn!J L!Jne.fte. 

to 
M!t. J. L. F ,i.nne.y 

at a p!Uvate. ~ vz.vJ..c.e. 

on Ap!L,U 10, 1976 


