











There were many veierans of the W
ceme to the DeWitl area ir: the earl»
ment. Some staved briefly belore mo
mained and exen.‘u‘al]}‘ died here. b~
minent setiers while others lived out o obscure life;
their former miliiary service unrecorded.

Unlike veiersns of all later wars :with the exception
of the war with Mexico, 1R45-48) veierans of the War of
1812 farmed ne local orgamzailf‘-ns‘ £z result, much of
the information of these men's mil'iary past bas been
fergetien Likewise, even many of e na
lost. -

wears of its setlle-
1g on, others re-

The foliowing are sorme velerans c.’ ‘_hif wer who have

arercorded sssociation with eariy Deb
erhaps the moest nelable veteran
_its {ounder, Cept. David Scotl.

v DeWitt was

chfield, Comn., '\C\. 1, 1779, end we ortediy 2 cap-
lein in the 23rd U.S. Lnfaniry' B ried Funice.
Forbes of Sherebam, Vi,in 1801, Th ed &l Dewitt
in 1833 and it was bere thal he died, 2 1881, He znd
his wife are huried in the DeWiti cem ’
Col. Themezs Lee was born Der. & in Hucson,
N.Y.HecametoDeWiit &t a resative. cdate but no
informietion concerning bis life ber s been confirm-
ed. His wife's name was A nd
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buried in the DeWitt
cemefery.

Barma Allen (alsc recored 2s Burme or Barney Alien)
was horn in Vv&‘ﬂ..ﬂg onCo., NY., Nov 12,1786 (7). He
setiisd south end west of DeWilt in 1237 and wae 2moDng
ihe exrliest members of the De%Wit Eaptisl Church In
1842, He died March 4, 15847, and is buried in the DeWitt
cerr.eter_\' beside hiz wife, Bel ‘ Alien who
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hac beenengreved (at 2 lele . . Biiltitia,

Warof 18127 Be djed Nov. T, e of 4% He is
buried wilh hrs wife, Aa}gaﬂ, augh 1(—*: v ha-
died &t enearly age. Other her thess :.’{-:r:'us,,r..»c:{hmg fur-

war of 1812 *.~.h0'--

mes bave been

3 bo;n ip Lit- "~

. Lher i known.

U reporiedly in 1837,
eral became pro-_ -

© died here on Max' 25 18561,

came io DeWitt at &n early date,
is irequently menticnec in
(he earhy histories of J‘n: area but 2s be hizd & son by the
same pame it is neariy impossibie fo distinguish who is
being credifed. Da\;d Sr. is ¢redited with buiiding the
Bzpiist Mesting House on nporth Bridge stres! and one of
the early schools at Gunnisor’s corners. He is alsc listed
zmong the early owrners of DeWitt's Clinton House
ho el. Be died bere on August 25, 1857, &t the 2ge o of 62,

and is buried in the DeWitf cemetlery.

Henry Cheppell taiso spelied Chappel) is believed to
bave been ap early seitler south and west of DeWitl. He
st Lhe age of 72 ar\d wa2s

Devid Olin Sr.

Schavey rosc. His g zve, a}org w )‘Lh se\ eral mhers, was

removed tothe DeWitt cemelery al g laterda

Jemes Stickles, an

hic wife Lucy. :

Dearniel Ferguson Jr. (1754-1884) is believed to have
come 1o Lhe DeWit! sefflement in 1834 ajong with ki
ther, Daniel Sr. and several brothers, Mest of this
TEE emnily, Ineleding Dremel Jr., eventualiy setlled in
& township near Muskrat Lake. Qp(—f. ific references
'1 m are cenfusing cue fo be and his father having the
zme nsme He was probebly huried in either the
A}xu erd or Merrihey cemeteries, thugh no connection o
gither has beenloreted.

Dr. Hiram Stowell (whe
ecighl:

an status har not vet
etive of Cayuga Co.,

L 323.1741
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Hismricﬂ DéWiit

By Kenneihc E '

" 'N.Y.Heand his family came to DeWitt in 1837

early seiller of southem DeWitt
townchip, died Avgust 26, 1876, al the age of 78. He is
seid {¢ have been buried in (he Hurd cemelery beside |
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&nd settl-
ed or the Looking Glass river, several mies upriver
irom the Scoft selilement. He was elcted Clinton coun-
tv'e firsf Judge of Probate in 1828 and afie—wsrds ceme
te the village of DeWitt where he pull i
home on the northeest corner of Mz
dizd here en August 25, 1857, at the cg- of €
buried in the DeWid cemeLery.

Accerding to records of the Daughiers of 1812, Porter
riggs ie s2id to have lived in (he DeWiil area but this
=< nol been confirmed b\ Iocal records. It s possible
2t he wes connecid wilh the laler Bri IEES far"‘} of
sauthern DeWitt township,
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Camp Lee, Grand Rapids,
Sunday, December 6, 1862

Dear (Clarra,

I thank you for your letter, which I received
yesterday. My health is guite good, much better than
it has been since returning from the South. I had a
cold so severe that if I had been at home and tried
former habits and remedies, I would have been very
liable to have produced a severe fit of sickness. 1
rode on the platform of the cars most of the way and
was much exposed to the weather. How grateful to
God we should be for health. I was glad to hear that
you were having a cellar made. Inform me how far the
bank extends from the house, how you like it, and how
much it cost. I suppose you are writing to me today
and am apprehensive that T shall leave here before
your letter arrives. I expect to remove from here
tomorrow or next day, but do not know whether it will
to Detreoit or Chicago. I am in hopes that it will he
Chicago. I am pleased with the idea of leaving here.
I want to be with mt regiment as soon as possible.

There is not the society in camp here that X
expect to find when I get to my regiment. There are
a great many thieves and gamblers among the men and
they steal from small amounts up to $500. $50 was
taken from bunk under me two or three nights since.

I am in hopes of getting the portion of my bounty and
pay soon. James Child is here among the drafted men
and "Uncle Mark" appear to be his ",'oy and his song."
I do not see him all the time!! I shall try and send
home my shawl, and one army blankets. Xeep two for
myself not knowing bhut I shall want them if the weather
should be extremely severe. They will keep me comfortable.
I apprehend it will be difficult to acguire the habit

of sleeping in bed as usual formerly. I saw the Rewv.

Mr. Mason on the ground before leaving for the South,
introduced myself and had a pleasant conversation with

him, have not seen him since. I will write you again

when I am located. If I leave before receiving a letter
from you written today, it will be forwarded to me. It

is most impossible for anyone to get a furlough from

this camp. When I get to Camp Douglas I am in hopes it
will be different.

This camp is considered by old soldiers, under more
strick discipline than any other in the country and there
is much complaint in consequence. I see the necessity
of 1t and have no complaints, With the c¢lass of men
they have to manage, there is a necessity for rigid
discipline. Many of them are in chains, others two are
handcuffed together. Many of the substitutes are a hard
class of Canadians. I should advise all friends if they
thought they steod one chance in ten to be drafted, to
enlist and avoid the stigma of going to war bhecause they
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compelled too. About 700 has been added to the
army by the October draft and forwarded from this
camp. I had to be at a few dollar expense on my
journey and some in treating my cough, buying apples
& etc. I frequently am engaged in making toast and
broiling meat. I generally keep butter on hand.
I have not paid or seen to speak to Col. Spaulding
since my return. He is now absent, and if he returns
here I wish you remit the amount to him. As I think
of nothing more of interest to you, I close, hoping
that God will protect you all.

M. A. Child
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CHINGMAN,
ANTHONY SR.

Pentwater

Age BT, passed away
August 14, 1988 in Hart.
He was retired from
Motor Whee! in Lan-
sing, was a co-founder
of the Northern Michi-
gan Ottowa Indian
Foundation, the Wood-
land and Grandvalley
American indian Soci-
ety, and the Grand
River American Indian
Society. He is survived
bv 1 son, Anthony Jr. of
Pentwater; 2 daugh-
ters, Vicky Minnaker
of Muskegon and
(Gladis Laws of Pentwa-
ter, formerly of Lan-
sing, a step-daughler,
Victoria King of Lan-
sing; 18 grandchildren;
27 great grandchildren;
2 great preat grand-
chiidren, Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 10
&.m. Wednesday at the
5t.  Joseph Catholic
Church in Weare, The
Rosary will be at 8 p.m,
Tuesday at the Tate
Funeral Home in Ha_rt.

SMITH, GARY R.
Laingsburg

Age 32, died Saturday
August 13, 1988. Memo-
rial services will be
















Clark

Coin: Pr_eserving) liotel-’s'heritage

Conilnued ofi pa '
~thé mill

adJacent to
complex .on Prairie -
Creek’ and. Carolinie

Turner (his' wife) was -

highest bidder for the
hotel, some village lots .
in New Albany and .
some  acreage to the
south, . Alt.hough the
Turners - purchased
- much of t.he estate to -
add to their already
substantial land. hold-
ings and business enter-
" prises, they had, by this

date,. all"but left -the .

beckumng -call’ of the
Cslifornia . gold- fields
where ' they eventually
became perma.nent set~
tlers. .
. In April of 1851, Car- -
oline Turher, sold the .
hotel. anq'shurroundm
land o ¢ ‘Row]and
VanSeoy; -acfarmer: of
southern DeWitt Tovin: -
ship. VanScoy: moved

but remained . only" a-
short time before mov-
ing to Mapie Raplds A

‘chance survivor from-

the VanScoy ownership
is a gold-embossed invi-
tation to a grand Wash-
ington's Birthday.cele-
bration "At the Assem-
bly Reom of Rowland S,
VanScoy”, February 22,
1853. The admission
was $1.75 but it

promised "Good Musie .

will be in Attendance”.

In 1850, Henry Moon'

also made the haz-
ardous trip to the gold

ﬁelds of Cahforma He\
‘remaired -there .threa

years, returning to his
-wife and . children vnth
says- his obituary, '

snug fortune”, In 1854
he purchased the hotel
from VanScoy and. this
commeodious - -building
was just what he needed
“for  his -equally large
farm]y He had, at the
" time, six ch:tldren, plus
his - wife Susan's four
children by her prévious
marriage. He acquu'ed
more -acreage in the
vicinity of the house,
"built ~ barns, - pléanted

orchsrds and eventually
n:nproved it into one of
" the showplace, fatms of;
. . although it rieeds a Jot
. of attention it'd be a pxty

C]mton County. .
"In 1875, Moon retn'ed‘
‘from farmmg “and sold
-the" home and farm-to.
‘his son-Sylvester who,
_with his, new bride of

- gan's
. from-a wilderness terri-
© tory to a -modérn state.
~There: aren't

. have. been changed; the

mill. complex, long van-
ished and.the surreund-
ing.land is quickly suc-
cumbing to. the
machines of modern
.development. Of New
Albany . in - 1838, . of
DeWitt and all of Clin-
‘ton County, only - the
DeWitt Hotel, a chance
survivor remains as a
silent monument .and
sole withess to the past
150-p1us years of Michi-
transformation

L many
M:cblgan towns that
can-boast a 156-year old
stagéecoach stop.. And

if "Historie DeWitt" did-

only ‘two months> (Jent
his . family to-the hc)ttn:lw.“-‘e Harper) moved into

the . house Although
‘they had 3 no’ children to
“fill'it, ‘they continued to
make: it their farm home

for ovér 30 years, selling.

it in 1908 to Frank and

Pauline "Polly” (Yanz).

Klaver. The historic old
home has remained in-
the Klaver family since

that -time, eventually

passing into the owner-
ship of their son Charlie
and his wife Mable!

The name of New

Albany is now a unique -

oddity in DeWitt. The

-names of its streets

had untl] after it was

‘gone.

"EenCoinisa res;dent
of DeWitt and the area’s
primary historian.

"ntknow What.agemlt .










\ OBITUARY.

MBS, WM, COFFMAN,
Mies Ellen Otto, waa horn in Adams,
Hiiledale county, Nay 6 1684, In the

.t fuil of 1871, ahe came with her parents,

Mr, aod Mra. A. B. Otto, & Riley,

.{ Clinton eounty, where whe lived nntil

her marriage to Wm. Cofman, Septem-
ber 16, 1883, A danghter was horn 1o
them September G, 1884. Her journey
through life waa vory even, not marked
with msny eventa; bat & year preyious
to her death, she bad expressad n desire
to the writer to become a professing
Christian, and 8 member of the church,
buot by seme cause of her own, ft wasa
aeglected. Bhe had been in declining

.| lienlth for Boine months before she gayve

ap to ithat futal disease consumption,
when she calmly said “Ctods will be
done”. Bhe had a desire for bapilam
and  cordinl invitation was sent 1o the

.| Rev. John Kioae, of Dolts, who 'gaye

her worda of comfort and performed

.| baptism. A short time after they came

te her father's house, whero she was

Jenderly cared for Ly loving heuds,

untit Jeouwary 22, 1804, the great

‘| physician came mnd releaved heor from

her sovere puffaring whick she had
endured with patlence and took o the
home she had so cared for, where sin
nor suffering cever came.

By her requeat the funera] took place
at theM, E.Church, at Wacousia, con-
ducted by the Rev, John Klase, who

.| delivered a yery sympathetic sermon,

from pealma, 23-4,

Bho was the youngeat of mine chil-
dren, one soldter brother dying one year
after ber birth, four sisters, threa
brothera an aged father and mather,
a kind and sorrowing husband and &
little davghter, with many kind aod
loving frionds mourn her lose.

Why the youngest should be callad
{irat is one of God'a great mysteries, apd
weo leave her with Him who dosth all
things welk,

Adicu, our Joved one, slcep and rest,
Thy work on earth, sa spon 18 done,
‘Wesaw thee lean on Jeaus' breast,

‘We saw him aweetly take thee home.
~ ONE WHO FEELS HER LOSS.
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Obituaries

Lillian Coffman

Lillian O. Coffman 86, of Riley Townshlp, ‘

DeWitt, died on May*s, 1990 at Sparrow Hospital
in Lansing.

- She was born in Clinton County on March 21,
1904, the daughter of Joseph and Anna (Ro]l}
Schaefer.

[pr———

Mrs. Coffman was married to Wﬂham Kermit :

'Coffman in Grand Ledge on June 2, 1924.

She was a homemaker.
Surviving are her husband, William; two sons,

William Coffman of DeWitt, and James Coffman |
of Lansing; two daughters Mrs Violet Martin of -

St. Johns, and Mrs. Bernita Sillman of DeWitt; ..
seven grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren;

one brother, Harold Schaefer of Lansing.

The funeral service was held on May 9 at
Osgood-Funeral Home in St. Johns, with Pastor
David Voorhees officiating. Interment was at
DeWitt Cemetery.
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wtr [ orn 15 my swErwren: G Siwar, vor wanr,
e MARETH HETO LI DOWK I¥ GREFN PASTURES.
/‘/.’5 LEABLTH ME RESIDE THE ST/iH1L WATERS,
M pesrarery sy sous, e LEADETH ME iN THE
PATHS OF RIGIHTEQUSNESS FOR M5 NAMLS SAKE .
ra rwency S waik rerouGr e vaiiey oF

[
THE SHAQOW QF DEATH, S WHLL FEAR MO LViL!

fOR THOI ART WITH ME] THY ROD ANDTHY STAFE
THEY COMEORT ME. r?fﬁ’c.?af FREPAREST A TAALE
BEFORL ME IN THE RPRESENCE OF MINE EXEMIES?
TN ANDINTEST MY 1ICAD WITH Q1L MY Cub
RiemME The OVER | R ey GQAONESS AND
AMERCY SHALL FOLEOR ME ALL TIHE DA4YS
QF MY LIFE] AND 5711//1.{_ PWELL IN THE

HOUSE or THE LLORD FOP EveER. . .. ..

COIN, RAY C.
154%1 Turnar 51

Lansing

Age 12, passed mway Manday al »
Incal hospital. Born in Cass County,
Indiana, Japuary 10, 1901 he harl
lived tn the Lansing area most of
hig lifo, Employed at Meolor Wheel
Carp. for 47 years. Survivina_ are
the wilp, Ressia; ibhree sons, Ray-
maond of Sherldan, Verpon and Eu-
aene of DeWill; Hyve grandchil-
dren: and two areat-arancdchitdrea,
runeral services will he held al the
Lee R, Rummell Funeral tiame,
Dowitt, Wednesdav al 11 a.m. with
the Rev. LaVern Brelz of Valley
Farms Baptis! Church ofticiating.
Burial in DeWitt Cemetery.

LEE R.

In Memory of
RAY (0 COIN

Daie of Birih
Aanuary 10, 1901
Cass Connty, Tadinng
Date of Death
May 14, 1973
Lansing, Michigan
Services af
RUMMELEL, FTUNERAL JIOME
DeWitl, Michigan

Weoednesday, Moy 16, 1972

Valley Farms

Rahert

Morion
taiph Mvers
Stanley Snith

1.6 A AL
Clergimean
Rev, 1aVern Urelz
Gaptist Church
Bearers
Arneld diller
Lavvrengee Carriny
Lewhion Whitheck
Burial

DeWiil, Cometory
DeWiti, Michigan
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equoesi (Ac /mrmu'f nf Yo presence

af the meattage of theis c{aug[[m

g[o’mnce 85{[1«&,

to

Lc/”‘l C{]e’mon (} Co{n

on ks,alu-‘rf{ay, Sr-plcm/)«'? a’/u: scvcm’cen{/z
nineteen hundred and fiffy:fivc
al ,{"ivc o elock in the af((."nm(m

Uhited Prethren (’)fm-:rc[[
East gmu,(( River at ( Hark

..Eansmg, L.(’(’Zicltigan

Reception I’jrrltf?!l}irig conemony

q)dcmn's qSMamo’zia[ L‘%al[
EDmvi!!, <jfic/rfgan

Coin



Cbil\\

Lisa [orence Doin
and
John A. Dreuth
togethor with their parents
Me. and Mes. Vernon O. Coin
and
Mr. and Pea. Henry . Dreuth
mvite von to share in the colebration

u'i\mu dmv cmtinﬁugi‘c marriafe vows

‘mfa 1pf‘gin a }i[c 10#‘;@(&!!!(:]’
on Sa_turclay, t}ac l.wcut.v—n;nl;v n[ Apri]

. .
mincicern tmnr_]rmi .'mri sevcntv——mrq’tt

T

al s1x o ﬂ!o(‘]{ a f{w cv(‘.n{np‘

ﬂej&’vili {“mmmm;lv {Hmrrt]\
”cw;lf" Miclnigan

Rm‘cp( 101 anncclialel}f folﬁowing

Plarsbers Tlall
2405 Snuti] Logan
Lﬂnsing







j?‘v anc[ (,(;'I{’LS. «__(ﬂ’/c’:.le g Lg[c'zsA/Jc’zgc’l

hequest the honou of Your presence

at the mantiage o]f theit c!aughie-‘r,

C{mf/lia Merle

fo

M. Richard (games Coin
on (SCII‘U’J([(IU. the thind of (_/’qp'”-l

nineteen hundned and scventy-one

af seven o’clock

g_(Mmim C/?#.Esfian C/ur’f.cA
Menton Avenue at (gackson Street
Hentor, Ohio
.g{eception
fo[[owing cenemony

in gc[[ows/aip Ilall
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C}%ﬂ G.H-Cl O/}/l?‘s. &aym(mc[ @j-ar-nue[ @GI.H

recfuesl the pleasure of yowr company
ol the wedding reception of their daughter
S hirley EMay
and
M. Games Grakam Costigan, .
on @ aturday, the fifteenth of Warch
Whioteen hundred and sixty-nine

olock
al seren o cloc

12521 (Dae.vf geneva @rivc
@e@fpﬂf, Cmic[ﬁgan
RSV
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EThe plecsure of your company is veduested
al the prJin_q recefrlton (:[
Olizahoth Flun EPrggon

and
omneth ER. i
Hturday, the twonticth of Fune
nincteon hundred and eighty one
at three o clock
803 (M)esl Q%u'n (Pftreet
DWW, Wichigan

EReuasting the |
. cfuosting the howowr of your presence
al llw marrigge ceremony

at hoo o ‘(?[(J('L‘

(oin




M. £ Mrns, Conway E. Codin
wish fo announce the marrniage of thein daughten
Penny Lynetite
tu
Mo, J.L. Finney
at a private service
on Apndd 10, 1976




