
MRS, . PALMER 
DIED FRIDAY 

Widely Known Worn11n Had 
Been in Poor Health 

for Past Year. 

Mrs. Nelson H. Palmer, 86, one of 
Clinton county's most· widely known 
and highly respected women, dlc-d 

1

, 
Friday morning, June 23, at the 

, home of her daughter, Mrs. George 
Broo)cs, 205 South Mead street, St. 
Johris. Mrs. Palmer had been in J 
failing health for two years. · 1 

For many years a , resident Qt 
Bingham township, she possessed I 

· MRs::NELSON u. '-PALMER .. '. ' 

all the &,~tributes of a good neigh­
bor 11,nd . a gracious fi;iend. Keenly 
interested in farmers' 'organizations, 
particularly the Grange, she was 
known all over Clinton county in 
grange circles. · 

I 

l 

Emma Louise Latting, oldest child 
oJYrancls Marlon and Melissa Hall 
La.tting; was- born March 22, 1858-;­
at Maple Grove, Barry county. When 
she was seven years old her father 
enlisted in the Union army.- The 
mother and three small children 
moved to Battle Creek. At the close 
of the Civil war they came to Clin­
·ton county where the father cleared 
the 160 acre. s now owned by the ! 
Ormston family three miles east of 
St. Johns. . · 

I age of five. A month later the 
, husband and father passed on. 
I On June 21, 1888, she was.mauled . 
to Nelson H. Palmer of · Bingham'; · 
They lived on the farm in West 

,B.ingham until . ill · health caused her 
, to live with her only daughter, Mrs. 
George Brooks In St. Johns. Be­
sides the daughter ·and granddaugh­
ter, Maralyse, she is survived by a 
sister, Mrs. Isabel C. Smith of St. 
Johns, and a grand-nephew, Jesse 
Hall SJnlth of Detroit, and a niece, 
Helen Latting Cherry of Grand 
, Ledge. Mr. Palmer preceded her 
in death in 1931, and ·her only 
brother, Ray Latting, died 'in 1936. 

Soon after her marriage to Mr. 
Palmer, she became a membc1· of 
the U. B. Ladles Aid of West Bing­
ham soon after Its organization and 
served it in almost every office ex­
cept president and was an active 
worker for 56 years. Talented as a 

. singer in her younger life, Mrs. 
Palmer helped in church choirs and 
at funerals of scores of n~ighbors 
and friends. 

Nearly 40 years ago she joined the 
Bingham and Clinton county Po­
mona granges, and later the state 
and national granges. She attended 
meetlngs regularly until tha last 
year of. her life. Ambitious and 
energetic, Mrs. P almer proved a 
worthy companion in the building 
up of the Palmer home. She made 
a home for her brother and for two 

1 other boys, James Hewson a.nd Vere 
iw est for several years. 
' In the community she contributed 
freely of her time and effort in 
every worthwhile community under­
taking and always proved a good 
neighbor in cases of sickness and 
death as long as her · health per­
mitted. Her interest in commun­
ity, state and national affairs con­
tinued to the last. 

Funeral services were held Mon­
day afternoon, Jupe 26, from the 
Osgood funeral home, Rev. Ray 
Caldwell of the Congregational 
church officiating, Mrs. Dora Stock­

I man of East Lansing, representing 
the State Grange, was present and 
paid tribu.te.. Mrs. Glenn Peck sang 
with Mrs. A. L. Spafford accom­
panyin_g.. Burial was made in Mt. 
Rest cemetery. The funeral was 
widely attended by people from all 
p~rts of Clinton county and nearby 

, towns and cities. Those from out-of­
t town who attended were: Helen 
:Latting Cherry and daughter, Sally, 
I of Grand Ledge, Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
: F. Palmer and daughter, Pat, of 
I Lansing, Mrs. Myrtie Eikert, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence rm of Ann Ar­
bor, Mrs. Eva Fritz of Ovid. 

Friends from away were Mrs. Ber­
tha Brooks of Ann Arbor, Mrs. Dora 
H. Stockman, Miss E. May Thomp­
son, Mrs. Kate Crockett, Stephen 

, Hicks of Lansing, ~s. . Mim1ie 
1 .. 
Nourse, Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph 

Her parents were early pioneers 'Buehler of Ovid, Mr. and Mrs. John 
coming from New York state, both Hall of Elsie, Mrs. Gusta Lankton 
born of early American stock. The Mrs. Agnes Steinhart, Mrs. Henri~ 
mother was a descendant of General etta Ranney, Mrs. Edna Andrews, 
Green of Revolutlonary fame and , Mrs. Dora Lerg and Mrs. Mary Ha­
her father from the Quaker Lattings "ens of Dewitt, Mrs. Vida Exelby 
who settled in Conco1·d, Mass., in , of Victor and Fred Ottmar of Riley. 
1638. i Mr. and Mrs. J. Hall Smith, Mr. 

On October 8, 1876, she was mar-1 I and Mrs. Harold Chambers of De­
ried to Alonzo Carr and lived on his · trmt and Rev. Thos. Cle1wer of 
father's farm, now known as the D. 1 Sk~whegan, Me., and Mrs. Edna 
N. Hoag farm two miles south of, I Smith and Mr. and Mrs. R. L. 
St. Johns. To this uulon one son, I ] Beckwith of Victor were callers at 
F[~nk N4 was J>orn, who died at_Jhe..., ~e

1 

ho~e of Mrs, Geo. Brooks on -· · c--- J.. Sunday. , 1 ·=-~~--~- ---...... 
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I will li~ up mine e8es unto 

the hills, from whence cometh 

m~ help. 

(T.)8 help cometh from the Cord, 

which made heaven and earth. 

'Ghe Cord is thg keeper: the Cord 

is th8 shade upon thg right hand. 

'Ghe sun shall not smite thee bg dag, 

nor the moon bH night. 

'Ghe Cord shall preserve thee from 

all evil: '}{e shall preserve thH soul. 

'G he Cord shall preserve thH 3oing 

out and thH comin3 in from this time 

forth, and even for evermore. 

·Pulm 12 1 

Edward Parker 
11441 N. DeWitt Rd. 

DeWitt. Michigan 

BORN 

January 14. 1908 
Beaver Creek, Michigan 

DIED 

November 8, 1989 
Laming. t-:f ichig,111 

S E RVICE S HELD AT 

Gorsline-Runcima n DeWitt Chapel 

Saturday, November 11. 1989 
2:00 P.M. 

OFF ICI ATIN G 

Rev. Frederick C. Nose 
DeWitt Community Church 

INTERM E NT 

De Witt Cemetery 

CA S KET BEAR E R S 

John Miller Hershal Parks 
Gary Foster John Reust 
Curt Peterson Donald Peterson 

MAS ON I C SERV ICE B Y 

DeWitt Lodqe No. 272 F. & A.M. 
Friday, November 10, 1999 

8:00 P.M. 



~udith Parker, Gary Peterson 
Say Vows in Home Ceremony 

Miss Judith Ann Parker and I Edward W. Sparrow hospital 
Gary C. Peterson spoke their school of nursing. 
wedding vows recently in a 
ceremony in the DeWitt home 
of the bride. 

She is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Parker of 
DeWitt and the bridegroom, 
who resided in Flint, is the son f 

. 

/~<,,,) ·-. ·"'-".··' ~ . ~ 

l I /2 

MRS. GARY C. PETERSON 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Peter• 
son of DeWitt. 

For her nuptials, JudHh se­
lected a deep lilac wool jersey 
sheath accented with a corsage 
of pink rosebuds. Her small 
crown hat waa fashioned with 
a brief veil. 

Mrs. Cass Hoyt of Jackson, 
matron of honor, wore a beige 
sheath and a corsage of yellow 
roses. 

Dean Koski of DeWitt was 
best man and the bride's broth­

er, Gary Parker, seated the 
guests. 

A reception was held later, 
to honor the couple at the De- I 
Witt Memorial building. After 
the reception the newlyweds 
left on a honeymoon to ltinne­
sota. 

They will make their home 
in Flint. 

Special wedding guests were 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nalett, 
grandparents of the bride; 
Mrs. Andrew Patrick of Man­
celona, grandmother of the 
bridegroom; Corp. and Mrs. I 
Donald Peterson of Quantico, 
Va.. brother and sister-in-law 
of the bridegroom, and Mrs. 
G. A. Strickland. 

Judith is a aduate of the 
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~d hath not promised -
Skies always blue. 

Flower -strewn pathways 
All our lives through; 

God hath not promised 
Sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, 
Peace without pain_ 

~t God hath promised 
Strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy 
Undying love. 

1N LOVIN G MEMORY Of 
Kurt D. Parker 

Date of Birth , 
October 31, 1956 

St. Johns, Michigan 

Date of Death 
JulY. 28. 1997 

Howell, Michigan 

Services 
Osgood Funeral Home 

Wednesday, July 30, 1997 
11:00 AM. 

Officiating 
Pastor Rod Kalajaninen 

Interment 
South Bingham Cemetery 

Casket Bearers 
Lee Ormsby Lynn Garber 
Ken Sitowski Scott Sitowski 



3J1L and 3J1,s. ~ush fl:a'ike'i 

'iequest the honou, o/ you'i p'iesence 

at the maHiaqe o/ tf1ei'L dauqhte'L 

..Lo'ii :Jllichelfe 

to 

3J1~. ~obe'it Welton 

on Satuiday, the sixth o/cJctobei 

'Jlineteen hund'ied and seventy-nine 

al six-tf1i~ty in the evening 

9JeWitt Community Chu'ic/2 

505 Webb ~oad 

9JeWitt, 3J1ic/1iqan 

fR.eceplion al eight o 'clock 
.Lansing Civic Cenle\ 
~Hace $.oom 



PELKEY, GERA DINE F. 
"GERRY'' 
DeWitt 

Born Feb,ruary 20, 1933 in Bannis-
er; died December 17, 1995, at the 

age of 62. Mrs. Pelkey had retired 
from the State of Michigan, Depart­
ment ,of Education, and was preced­
ed in death by a s,on, Roy~ Sutviving 
are her husband., Wilford "Pete"; 3 
daughters, Rita (Tony) Webster and 
Jacloe (John) Black, both of DeWitt, 
an.d Charlie (Jamie Evans) Pelkey of 
Holt; 1 daughter-in-law, Marjean 
Pelkey- ickerson of DeWi t; 8 
grandchildren and 3 great-grand­
children. Funeral services will be 
held Thursday, December 2 , 11 
a.m. at the Gorsline-Runciman Co. 
DeWitt Chapel, Ill S. Franklin St, 
DeWitt, with-the Rev. Rodney J. Ka­
laj ainen officiating. Interment will 
follow in DeWitt ,cemetery,.DeWitt. 
Friends may call at the Chapel be­
ginning Wednesday 2 p.m., where 
fhe family will receive frie,nds from 
2-4 and 7-9 p.m. Those desiring may 
make contnbutions to the American 
Cancer Society, 416 Frand1or, Suite 
104, Lansing 48912 in memory of 
Mrs. Pelkey~ 



PELKEY, WILFORD, "PETE'' 
Bifley 

Formerly of DeWitt 

Born May 10, 1926 in Elm Grove, 
WV; died February 19, 1997 at the 
age of 70. Mr. Pelkey had retired as 
an Elevator Mechanic from Michl~ 
gan State Unive·rsity. He was pre­
ceded in death by a son, Roy and his 
first wife, Geraldine ''Gerry''. Sur­
viving are his wife, Gladys; 3 daugh­
ters, Rita (Tony) Webster, Jackie 
(John) Black both of DeWitt and 
Charley (Jamie Evans) Pelkey of 
Holt; daughter-in-law, Marjean Pel­
kex--Nickerson ,of DeWitt; 8 grand­
children and 4 great grandchildren. 
Fune.ral services will be held Satur­
day, Februaey 22, I p.m. at the 
Gorsline-Runciman Co,. DeWitt 
Chapel, 111 S. Franklin St., 
DeWitt. Interment will follow in 
DeWitt ,cemeteFY, DeWitt. Friends 
may call at the Chapel be~nning 
Friaay 6 p.m., where the family will 
receive friends from 6-9 p.m. Those 
desiring may make contributions to 
the American Heart Association of 
Michigan, 271 Woodland Pass, 
Suite I IO, East Lansing, 488.23 in 
memory oit ·Mr. Pelkey. 



Engaged 

. Mr. and l\1rs. James A. Perry of 
Perry, Michigan, announce the en­
gagement of their daughter, Greta 
Bell, to A/ 3c Ernest E. Bond, son of 
l\lirs. Edna Bond of DeWitt. 

Miss Perry ls attending Alma col­
ege and is affiliated with the Kapp 
tota Sorority. Her fiance recent:Y. 
:ompleted training at Sheppard Air 
<'orce Base, W\chita Falls, Texas, 
np is now located at Chanute Field, 

:Ilinois. 
No date has been set for the wed­

!ing. 



Death of Mrs. Harry F. 
Petersmeyer 

Death 'aas taken away from among 
tne residents of Rouleau another high 
ly esteemed woman-Mrs. Harry F . 

e Pt;tersmeyer. Death occur.ed on Fri­
s day night, Aug. 11th. Though ailing 
l fer some time the set•,iousness of her 
e condl.tion wes not really realized by 
v those not in close touch witi.1 the Sick 

room. The ultimate cause of death 
was heart failure, so sudden that 
medical aid coul'Cl do nothing to sus-

r tai11 lire even for a brlef ptriod to al 
n j low the last farewells to . be said by 
- those to whom she was so dear . . Her 
e motller, Mrs. Willis McLouth, had I been sent for d,uring the week, but r she did not arrive until Sunday m,orn 
· ing, too late to see her dau-ghtu a­

live, the dau'ghter whom she ha:d left 
previous in excellent 

The funeral s~rvice was held at the 
s family rcs:denco on Sunday afternoon 

at J.:45 , Rev. H. G. Cairns officiating. 
1 Aft_er a brief service. during which 

were sung those old soul-comfort<iog 
hymns, "Nearer My God tY.> Thee" 

"The Sands of Time are Siok­
' ing," the body was taken to the C. 

P. R. depot, followe,l by a long 
e train of mourners, and from there 
e I was taken to DeWitt. Michigan, for 

interment. The remains were accom-
1panied uy the bereavej husband, her 
mother, Mrs . McLouth, her sister 
Mrs. W. F. Kraas, Mr. W. F. Kraas, 
and Mr. H. W. Petersmeyer. 

I The deceased, He1en Lucile iVIcLou­
th Petersrney£r ·was aged 24 years, 5 
rr.ont:is and 27 days. Her home was 
ad:. DeWitt, Mich., until about three 

i and a balf years ago, when she ma1·­
rie'd Mr. Harry F. Petiirs.:neyer, whom 
she bad met w/\He both were students 

[ at State University of Michigan. Of 

t 

j a quiet, pleasing disposition, she won 

I 
the friendship and respect of all with 
whom she came in contact. For a 

I time she was organist in ,the -Metho­
dist church and in other ways proved 

I herself a kindly worker of that insti­
-1 tution. To the bereaved husband the 

s ympathy of the en.tire community is l extended. 



March 23, 1917 In Lan­
sing. Mrs. Helncelman 
was employed with 
A.M. International in 
Lansing for 20 years. 
She was a member of 
the First Baptist 
Church of Mason and 
Lansing Chapter of 
American Business 
Women's Association. 
Survlvng are her hus­
band, Ivan C. Helncel• 
man; 2 daughters, Mrs. 
Steve (Mary) Bedell 
and Mrs. Richard 
(Nancy) Weaver, both 
of Mason; 3 grandchil• 
dren, Michelle and Da• 
vid Bedell and Chris­
tine Weaver; 2 broth• 
ers, Jack McAleer of 
Lansing and Ed 
McAleer of Holt; 3 sis­
ters, Mary Bunn, 
Marge Mccann and 
cathleen Lenon, all of 
Lansing; several nieces 
and nephews. Funeral 
services will be held at 
1:00 p.m. Wednesday at 
the Ball-Dunn Chapel, 
Gorsline-Runclman 
Company, Mason with 
the Rev. William D. 
Wolfe, Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, 
officiating. Interment 
in Maple Grove Ceme• 
tery, Mason. The fam­
ily will receive friends 
at the Chapel Tuesday 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. 
Contributions may be 
made to the First Bap­
tist Church of Mason, 
1000 E. Columbia St., 
Mason 48854 in her 

. memory. 

PETERSON, CARL F. 

1124 W. Webb Rd. 

DeWitt 

Age 76, died November 
16, 1986. Mr. Peterson 
was born July 1, 1910 
in South Boardman, 
Ml. He was a member 
of the Quarter Century 
Club of Oldsmobile, re­
tiring in 1972, and also 
a member of the C.C.C. 
Camps of Michigan. 
Surviving are 2 sons, 
Don and wife, Ruth 
Peterson of Dewitt and 
Curt Peterson of Ok· 
emos; 8 grandchildren; 
2 sisters, Mildred Mor• 
rls of Alba, Ml and 
Helen Nichols of Man• 
celona. He was pre• 
ceded in death by his 
wife, Mary E. and son, 
Gary Peterson. Fu• 
neral services will be 
held Thursday at 1:00 
p.m. at the Gorsline• 

Runciman DeWitt 
Chapel with Rev. Du• 
ane A. Ford, Pastor of 
First Missionary 
Church, officiating. 
Interment will be in 
DeWitt Cemetery. Visi­
tation will be Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Clinton 
County Hospice Fund. 

LEAHEY, 
JEANNETTE 

Scarsdale, NY 

Jeannette Leahey, a 
Scarsdale, NY artist 
passed away October 
21st. Surviving her are 
2 daughters, Carol 
Thomas of Brooklyn, 
NY and Mary Jane 
Pfautz of Alexandria, 
VA; son, Frank Leahey 
of East Lansing. A re­
ception will be held in 
Mrs. Leahey's memory 
at the Jeannette 
Leahey Art Gallery in 
the Girl Scout House in 
Scarsdale on Saturday, 
November 22nd from 3 
to 5 p.m. 

SCOTT, RICHARD E. 

Perry 

Age 62, died Sunday, 
November 16, 1986 . 
Mr. Scott was a mem­
ber of U.A.W. Local 
#742, retired from Lin­
dell Drop Forge in 1986 
and a veteran of World 
War II. He is survived 
by his wife, N. Waneta­
of 39 years; 1 son, Ken­
neth Wayne and wife, 
Marsha of Perry; l 
daughter, Mrs. Larry 
(Joyce Ann) Quinn of 
Saranac; 1 brother, 
Ray of Lansing; 1 sis­
ter, Yvonne Smatts of 
Lansing; 9 grandchil­
dren; 1 great grand• 
child also survives. The 
family will \ receive 
friends Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 2·4 
and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Palmer-Bush Funeral 
Home, where funeral 
services will be held 
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 
with Rev. George V. 
Harris of the Church of 
the Nazarene, Perry, 
officiating. 'A full mili• 
tary graveside service 
at Roselawn Cemetery, 
Perry will be at a later 
date. 





r 

In Memory of 

Gary C. Peterson 

Date of Birth 

June 11, 1936 

Date of Death 

February 7, 1967 

Services 

VINCENT - RUMMELL 
FUNERAL HOME 

Friday, February 10, 1967 
2:00 p .m. 

Clergyman 

Rev. Hugh Banninga 
St. Anne's Episcopal Church 

Interment 

De,Witt Cemetery 

Honorary Pall Bearers 
Richard Kiebler Richard Kaiser 
Harold Smith Donald Fox 
J ack Pasch Miles Merrill 

Active Pall Bearers 
Larry Bandt Ceylon Davis 
David Parker Dean Koski 
David Tanous Robert Rldsdale 



Eldon Lavern Phelps, 
Eldon Lavern "Al" Phelps, 54, of DeWitt Town­

s,hip died Aug. 91
,. 1992. 

Mrt Phelps was bom Aug. 191

, 1937 in Lansing. 
He was preceded in death by his father, Gal 1en 

Phelps; ,a brother, Donald Phelps; and his mother­
in-Jaw, Blanche Mayl. 

He is survived by his wife of 35 year1s,, Sylvia; 
one 1daughter, Kristine Ph.elps; two sons, Lee 
(Monica) Phelps and S1te·ve (Julie) Phelps; five 
granchild.ren, Deanna, Melissa, Nickis Brooke, 
and Bra1d; his mother, Katherine Phelps; one 
brother, Eugene (Angie) Phelps; two sisters, Karo­
lyn Lippert and Kaylene Dalman; two brothers­
in -1 aw, Paul (Meredith) Spencer and Dick 
(Delores) Maheu; one sister-in-law, Beverly (Don) 
Clarke; and many, many special friends, nieces, 
and n,ephew·a. 

Services were held Aug. 11 at St. Therese 
Catho]ie Church. Interment~ was in DeWitt Ceme~ 
tey~ Military grav1e:side s,ervices were provide·d b1y 
E1dwin J. Leyanna VFW Post #671. 

Contributions may b 1e made to the charity of 
01n,e~s choice in memory of.Mr. Phelps. 
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being a sister o! the bride~ Mr9J and 
• M s N·c o, as w· I make tb.eir 01ne on 
La tarn southeast of the city,,;_ ... __________ __ 
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I will lift up mine eges unto 

the hills, from whence cometh 

m~ help. 

fig help cometh from the Lord, 

which made heaven and earth. 

'Ghe Lord is thg keeper: the Lord 

is thg shade upon thg right hand. 

'Ghe sun shall not smite thee bg dag, 

nor the moon bg night. 

'Ghe Lord shall preserve thee from 

all evil: '}{e shall preserve thg soul. 

'Ghe Lord shall preserve thg going 

out and thg coming in from this time 

forth, and even for evermore. 

'Pnlm 121 

Alma L. Pierce 
5104 Meridian Rd. 

Williamston, Michigan 

BORN 

September 15, 1907 
Clinton County 

DIED 

January 20, 1989 
Williamston, Michigan 

SERVICES HELO AT 

Gorsline-Runciman DeWitt Chapel 
Sunday, January 22, 1989 

3:00 P.M. 

OFFICIATING 

Rev. Murl Eastman 
Director Frank Heniser 

Bath Sunny Seniors 

INTERMENT 

DeWitt Cemetary 

CASKET BEARERS 

Willard Newman Brent Newman 
Lloyd Rosekrans Walter March 
Jim McGovney Barry Decker 



tl emofty 



~~~~~ 

~ LORD ,s HY $-:!:,Ro; q SHAU NOT WA"' 

HE MAK ETH HE TOLi£ DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES: 

HE £EADE TH M£ BESIDE THE SrtlL WATERS. 

/iE RESTORE TH HY SOUL; HE £EAD£TH ME IN THE 

PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NAHE's SAKE •• 

:fEA, THOUGH g WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF 

THE SHADOW OF DEATH, g WILL FEAR NO EVIL: 

FOR THO£/ ART WITH HE; THY ROD ANO THY STAFF 

THEY COMFORT ME. CJHou PR.£PAR£ST A TABLE 

BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE £NE/If/ES: 

THOU ANO/II/TEST MY HEAD WITH on; HY CUP 

RUNNETH OVER .• SuRELY GOODNESS ANO 

MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS 

OF MY LIFE: AND g Will DWELL IN THE 

HOUSE OF TH£ LORD FOR EVER. ••••• 

In Memorv of 
EARL E. PIERSON 

Date of Birth 
December 22, 1910 

Date of Death 
October 8, 1974 

Services at 
LEE R. RUMMELL FUNERAL HOME 

DeWitt, Michigan 
Friday October 11, 1974 

1:00 P. M. 

Clergyman 
Rev. Douglas D. Beach 

W aysride Chapel 

Mike VerHnde 
Lyle Gantz 
Ernest Keener 

Bearers 
Jerry Swartz 

Marvin O'Dell 
Wesley Waddington 

Honorary Bearer 
Ira Worcester 

Burial 
DeWitt Cemetery 
DeWitt, Michigan 



ff lease join out /amil-y 

on this joyous occasion 

when out pa.11.ents 

511.i. and 511.is. SRicha'id 9: ieison 

celebiate twen.ty- f ive yea'1.s of ma'l.'1.iage 

at a Suip'1.ise cJpen c.!Jlouse in theitz hono'1. 

on Satutzday, the foutzteen.th of f/uly 

<;lineteen hundied and eighty-/ou't 

9JeCWitt Community Chu'l.ch 

CWebb !Road 

9JeCWitt, 511.ichigan 



PIKE, GERALD S. 

DeWitt 

A lifetime resident of DeWitt, Mr. 
Pike was bom September 25, 1911; 
died March 20, 1996, at the age of 
84. He had retired from Motor 
Wheel Corporation after 30 years of 
service and was a member of St. 
Jude Catholic Church. Mr. Pike was 
preceded in death by his wife, Lu­
cille (1992~Surviving are 1 daugh­
ter, Joan uis) Garver of Redford; 
6 grandc ildren, Diane Mitchell, 
Mary Ann Reschke, Richard 
Garver, Carolyn Cappy, Catherine 
Mertz, Gerald Garver; and 5 great­
grandchildren. The Funeral Liturgy 
will be celebrated Saturday, March 
23, 11:30 a.m. at the Gorsline-Run­
ciman Co. DeWitt Chapel, 111 S. 
Franklin St., DeWitt, with the Rev. 
Bernard L. Reilly, Pastor, officiat­
ing. Interment will follow in DeWitt 
Cemetery, DeWitt. Friends may call 
at the Chapel beginning Friday 2 
p.m., where the family will receive 
friends from 2-5 and 7-9 p.m., with 
the Viltil Service being prayed at 8 
p.m. Tnose desiring may make con­
tributions to the St Jude Building 
Fund in memory of Mr. Pike. 



I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and earth. 

The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy 
shade upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor 
the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all 
evil: He shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out 
and thy coming in from this time 

forth, and even for evermore. 

Psalm 121 

Gerald S. Pike 
DeWitt, Michigan 

BORN 
September 25, 1911 

Clinton Co., Michigan 

DIED 
March 20, 1996 

DeWitt, Michigan 

SERVICES HELD AT 
Gorsline-Runciman DeWitt Chapel 

Saturday, March 23, 1996 
11:30AM. 

Richard Garver 
Douglas Reschke 
Keith Burris 

- - oFFICIA-'flNG- ---
Rev. Bernard L. Reilly, Pastor 

St. Jude Catholic Church 

MUSIC 
Nancy K. Baker - Organist 

INTERMENT 
DeWitt Cemetery 

CASKET BEARERS 
Gerald Garver 
Thomas Mertz 

Catherine Mertz 



I Three years ago he sold the fann 

DEATH CLAIMS I ~~~r~~;h~~;~ ! 11;e1::; ~ i t~e\~t~ 
i daughter-in-law, but for the past 

MILLARD PIKE \~~~J:ea/sJ~. ;~dn~
1
1i~i~;;1dt~ 

· • East De~tt. His last !Jlness began 
with the new year, and be ~ew 
steadily worse until Wednesday eve­

Lifel onu Resident of Clinton Ding. Jan. 20, when hls prayers were 
,., L answered and he was called above, 

County, Aged, 79, Is 

7
, aged 7~~ars

1 
4 months and 4 days. 

8 · d s d ,-Toe aeceased was a oeliever 1n 1 

urie atur ay I universal salvation and his religion ' 
consisted in doing good. His great-

Millard Fillmore Pike, .son of · est pleasure in life was in perfoi-m­
James and Ann Matilda Pike, was ing generous acts and kindly deeds 
born in Olive, Clinton county, Sep- for others. He was a kind husband, 
tember 16, 1852. He was one of a I fathe.r friend and neighbor and no 
family of eight children. and at the one ei;joyed his friends or apprec!at­
death of his parents which occurred I ed a kindness 1nore than he. Besides 
when he was aulte young, he went his daughter, Mrs. Agnes Steinhardt, 
to live in the family of A. B. Cook I he is survived by a daughter-In-law, 
in Riley. . Mrs. Edna Pike; three grands?ns, 

On January 13, 1877, he w!ls un~ted l Glenwood, Loyde and Gerald Pike; 
in marriage to Ella Rosalind Sim- 1 two brothers, D. Scott Pike of De­
mons and to them were born a son witt and William J. Pike of Neway­
and a daughter, George Simmons go; 'a sister, Mrs. Agnes Fair of 
and Dora Agnes. The greater part Knoxville Tenn., two great grand­
of their married life ,vas spent upon children• ~nd many other relatives 
a farm in Olive. and friends. The funeral was held 

In the spr.lng of 1907, t~ey moved at the Baptist church in Dewitt 
to Dewitt village. His wife pas~ed Sunday afte'rnoon at 2 :00 o'clo~k 

I a way October 20, 1910. Mr. P1~e and he was laid to rest in Dewitt 
tnen 1·eturned to the fal'm to _assist cemetery beside his wife. Rev. 
in caring for the family of his son Northrup of st. Johns spoke com­
who was in poor health and who farting words to the sorrowing 
passed on July 15, 1915. He remain- ' friendS and Mr. and Mrs. Marc Out ­
ed unon the far~ giving_ a father's Jer sang, "When I Have Crossed the 
ca.re t..o Jiis:;'granllljons unflrt11e in- Bar" and "Jesus Remembers When 
firmities of age and 111 healtl~ ~in- the' world Forgets." Miss Rbo\fa 
pelled hlm to give up all activities. Bell Reynolds acted as pianist. He 

f 

For the past seven years he had I was borne to his last resting place 
been a. great sufferer from heart amid a profusion of flowers by Glen-
trouble. _ _____ - wood and Gerald Pike, Donald, Neil 

and Ve.rnon cutler and Hugh Bond 
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RICHARD P 

* * * 
De Witt Soldier 

I 

Killed in Islands 2 
\ 

Body of Richard G. Pike ~ 
To Be Returned 1 

(Special to The State Journal} 
DeWITT, Jan. 19-Mr. and Mrs. J 

Gerald Pike have been informed c 
of the death of their son, A/2 Rich- J 
ard G. Pick, 22, at Clark base in t 
the Philippine islands. J 

Death was caused by electric f 
shock received while repairing a 
4,000-volt transmitter at Camp · 
O'Donnel, near the base. He died : 
Jan. 13. 

Airman Pike was a graduate of 
the DeWitt high school and had 
attended Michigan State college 
before entering service in January, 
1951. Arter entering the service 
he was stationed at Lakeland base, 
Texas; Scott Field, lll., and in 
California. He spent 27 days at 
home before going overseas last 
September. 

Besides the parents, he Is sur­
vjved by a sister, Mrs. Joan 
Garber, whose husband Is with the 
armed forces in Japan. 

The body will be returned to the 
Vincent funeral home here. 

Rites for Airman 
To Be Wednesday 
Body of Richard Pike Is 

Expected Sunday 

(Special to The State Jourm•I) 
DEWITT, Feb. 27-The body o! 

Richard G. Pike, 21, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald Pike of DeWitt, 
who was electrocuted Jan. 13, 
while repairing a high voltage 
transformer at Camp O'Donald on 
Luzon, is being returned here for 
burial. 

The body is scheduled to arrive 
in Lansing via the Grand Trunk 
railway Sunday afternoon and will 
be taken to the Vincent funeral 
home in DeWitt. Services will be 
conducted at 2:30 p. m. Wednes­
day at the DeWitt Community 
church with Rev. LaVern Bretz 
o{(iciating. Burial will be in De• 
Witt cemetery. 

Airman Pike was born March 9, 
1931, in DeWitt, and was graduated 
from the DeWitt high school. He 
attended Michigan Slate college 
for one year and was employed by 
the Motor Wheel corporation in 
Lansing for sometime before enter­
ing the service on Jan. 8, 1951. 

After reccMng his air fot·ce 
training at Lackland air force base, 
San Antonfo, Tex., and Scott field, 
Iii., Pike was sent overseas in No­
vember, 1951. He was serving as 
a radio mechanic at Luzon. 

Surviving besides the parents are 
a sister, :11rs. Joan Garver living 
al home/ 
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,·1~ 
I,. ®oosinq the 'Bat' 

gunset- and evening stan 
8nd one elear JI for me! 
8nd malJ there be __!Ji--

no mooninq of the bar, 

C\9/hen I put out to :.ea. 

dor though from out .12--­
our boume of <Jime and 'Pbce 

<Jhe flood ma~ hear m<i far 
1 hope to see ffilj 'Pilor 

face to faee ~ 
'When I hc;.,,e e~sed tke bat. 

rn Memory or 

~ichard 1- §:i!le 
Airman Second Class 

March 9, 1981-January 13, 1953 
21 years - 10 months - 4 days 

• 
Services From 

DeWitt Community Church 
Wednesday, March 4 - 2:30 p.m . 

• 
Clergymitn 

Rev. LaVern Bretz 
Pastor Community Church 

• 
Cn11kct Bearers 

Vern Bloushine David Kimball 
Robert Blankenburg J ames Cook 
Willard Reed E lwin Serrelli:; 

Organist - Mrs. Wilma Reed 
Flag P resentation by 

M/Sgt. Hollice L Thornton 
• 

Inte rment 

DeWitt Cemetery 

Arrn.ngementR by 
VJN~EN'r FUNFJRAI. HOME 
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PONTIUS, RUTH 

DeWitt 

Born Sep­
tember 10, 
1897, in Ol­
ive Town­
ship; died 
July 2, 
1998, at the 
age of 100. 
Mrs. Ponti­
us was a 
member of 
Grove Bible 
Church, St. 
Johns. Sur­
viving are 3 
daugbters, 

Virgiline (Louis) Zell and Donna 
(George) Sargent both of DeWitt 
and Linda (Richard) Lyon of St. 
Johns; 4 sons, Duward (Madge) of 
Coral, Kenneth (Beverly) of DeWitt, 

-Gerald (Diane) of Perrinton, and 
Linn (Gayle) of DeWitt; 28 grand­
children; 69 great-grandchildren 
and many great-great-grandchil­
dren. Funeral ·services will be held 
Tuesday, July 7, 2 p.m. at the Gors­
line-Runciman Co. DeWitt Chapel, 
111 S. Franklin St., DeWitt, with 
the Rev. Robert Prange officiating. 
Interment will follow in DeWitt 
Cemetery, DeWitt. Friends may call 
at the Chapel beginning Monday 2 
p.m., where the family will receive 
friends from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 



POWELL, 
SHARON JEANNETTE 
(OHLSON) 

DeWitt, Ml 

Sharon 
Jeannette 
Ohlson 
Powell, be­
loved wife 
of George 
Douglas 
Powell, 
treasured 
daughter of 
Mrs. Carrol 
John Ohl­
son of Lou­
isville, KY 

.. .__ ........ a::~ and the late 
Dr. Carrol 

John Ohlson, and cherished sister 
of Carrol Mark Ohlson of Beaufort, 
NC, made a peaceful transition to 
her new life October 25, 1996 at her 
home in DeWitt, MI. 

Sharon was born June 5, 1946 in 
Louisville, KY, graduating from· 
Wagner High School, Louisville, KY 
in f964, and with honors from the 
University of Louisville in 1968. 

Sharon and George were married­
on June 7, 1975. Snejoyouslydevot­
ed her life to being a loving home­
maker and companion to Geo"e, 
delighting in the every day activities 
of maintaining hearth and home. 

Those who knew her admired her 
uniqueness. Sharon was the epit­
ome of a southern belle. She had a 
special beauty and refinement. She 
loved elegant dress and formal 
dances. 

Sharon was a gracious hostess who 
loved to entertain and spend time 
with her family and friends. She had 
frequent dinners, holiday parties, 
barbecues, high teas, and assorted 
get-togethers. She believed that 
family heirlooms, such as fine chi­
na, crystal, and silver-tea sets, 
should be shared with friends and 
used daily. 

Sharon loved to participate in the 
Clinton County Fair and valued the 
ribbons she won for her cooking 
and sewing expertise. 

She volunteered countless hours to 
the Opera Company of Mid-Michi­
gan, M.S.U. Museum, and the Old 
Town Triangle Association of Chi­
cago. She was a member of Delta 
Zeta Sorority and the Brown Bees of 
Clinton County Extension Services. 
Sharon was a founding member of 
the Fellowship for Today, East Lan­
sing, MI. 

Those fortunate enough to have 
known Sharon will forever treasure 
memories of her. 

Friends are invited to the Powell 
home on Sunday from 5-9 p.m. 

A memorial service will be held at 
10 a.m. W dnesday October 30, 
1996, e Fellowship tor Today, 
a e Unitarian trniversallst 
Church of Laming, 855 Grove St., 
East Lansing, MI, 
In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made in Sharon's memory to the 
Red Basket Fund of Fellowship for 
Today, P.O. Box 1433, East Lansing, 
MT 4JUl2R lll' thl!-Hosoice of • 

sing, Inc., 6035 Executive Dr., Suite 
1 OJ, Lansing, MI 48911. 

The family was served by the Gors­
line-Runetman Co. Lansing Chapel, 
Lansing, MI. 



Clara Price celebrates 97th birthday 1 

Clara Price 

Who will be 97 years young July 20, 1993? 
Clara Price of DeWitt. Happy Birthday, Mom, 

from all your children. 
Mrs. Price moved to DeWitt in 1941, and taught 

for the DeWitt School District until her retirement 
in 1961. Previous to that she taught in Lakeview . 
and Sheridan. 

She was married to Ray Price for almost 64 years. 
She has three children, Alice Rae (Howard) Gerlach, 
Peggy (Eldon) Price, and Marcella (Ted) Ward, 10 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

She enjoyed a trip to to Israel when she was 90, 
and annually participates in the hunger walk spon­
sored by the Redeemer United Methodist Church. 
She also loves hearing from friends and relatives. 

Until just recently, Mrs. Price kept the outside of 
the DeWitt Post Office in flowers. 

.. , . ._,,._, ..,..,..ft,."· ----

D~Witt ~ 

A ~eWitt resident since 1961, Mrs. 
Pnce was born July 20 1896 in 
Howard City; died November 11 
1995 at t~e age'-Of 99. She taught fo; 
tht: DeWitt ~chool District until her 
retirement m 1961 and. had also 
taught i_n Lak~view and Sheridan. 
Mrs. Pnce etl.Joyed a trip to Israel 
~~en she. was 90, and annually par­
ticipated m the Hu,11ger Walk spon­
sored by the Redeemer United 
Methodist Church, where she was 
also a !llember. She loved to hear 
from friends and relatives and until 
Just rece~tly had kept the outside of 
the De~itt Post Office in flowers. 
Mrs. Pnce was preceded in death by 
her husband, Ray after almost 64 
years of marriage. Surviving are 2 
daughters, Alice Rae (Howard) Ger­
lach of Ann Arbor and Marcella 
(fed) Ward of Dewitt; I S'On Eldon 
(P~ggy) Price .of Livonia; 1o'grand­
chifcfien; 19 great-grandchtldre.n 
and 3 great-great-grandchildren 
Funeral Services will be held Tues~ 
day, November 14, 11 a.m. at the 1 

Redeemer United Methodist 
Church, 13980 Schavey Rd ' 
D~\:\7itt, wit~ t~e Rev. Rodney J. ~~ 1 

laJamen, officiating. Interment will f 
fo~low in DeWitt Cemetery, DeWitt. f 
Fnen_ds m6 call at the Gorsline- I 

S
RunFcimnkla~ So. DDeWWitt Chapel, 'Ill 5 

· ra m t. , e itt, beginning t 
Sun~ay 6 l),m., where the family will c 
receive friends from 6-8 p.m. and 
~onday from 4-8 p.m. Those desir-
mg may make contributions to the 
Clmton County Visiting Nurse or 
the R~deemer Church Building 
Fund, m memory of Mrs. ,Price . . . 



PRIC1E, DONNA R. 

DeWitt 

Daughter of Dorothy Melin and the 
late Lawrenc1e Melin of Iron Moun­
tain, Ml, age 58, passe~ away June 
27, 1998. Donna. was born on Au ... 
gust 10, 1939, in Norway, Mt and 
had lived in the Lansing area for 
over 35 years .. She receiv,ed her 
Bachelor,s Degree from Evanston 
Memorial Hospital and her Master's 
Der, ee in Administration from Cen­
tra Michigan University~ At th.e 
time of her death, she was e·mployed 
as the Director of Health and Hu­
man Services at Lansing Communi-­
ty College. Donna leaves behind1 
her mother Dor,othy Melin of Iron 
Mountain· 3 daughters an,d their 
husbands, Carol and Steven Stier of 
DeWitt, Kimberly and Kirk Block of 
Lansing, and Sherri and Kalven 
Horton of Lansing;, son, Michael 
Pric~ of. ~)eWitt;~ 5 grandchildren; 
special frtend Bill Blanchard;, and 
many other loving friends. A memo­
rial service will be held at 4 p.m .. 
Tuesday, June 30, 1998, at the Es­
tes-Leadley Greater Lans:ing 1Cha­
pel. Memorial contributions may be, 
made to Hosp,ice of ,Clinton Memo­
rial and Sparrow, in memory of 
Donna Price .. 


