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ELEVATOR MAN.AGER 
.. 

AT DEWITT PASSESI 
CO D CT FUNERAL SERYJCES l 

SATURDAY FOR FaA , 
. ELDRIDGE, AGEO 70 ;·~· ~ . . . 

Frank E,. Eldridg1e, 70, manager 1of 
the Breisch elev tor .at Dewitt. ~ 
a resJ.dent of Clinton corm y nlWd" 
of his life, died · Clinton Memorial 
hospital Wedne·sday ~nlgbtJ No,v!! 9. 
Las rites were held at 2 P~ m~ Sat­
urday at the Eberts funeral home!IJ 
Rev. G, S. Northrup officiated, With 

µria in Mti Res cemete,ry. "° 

Born in Bengal township July 151: 
1868, · .he son of Mr. and Mrs~ Alvin 
Eldridge, he was married Sept .. 16, 
1896, to Miss Cora Have11.S of Ben-· 
gal.. They resided m Clevela.11d, 0 1

m1 

2D years and moved to Pewitt 21 
years ago. ,✓-· • 

Besides his widow he l,eaves a 
br-oth,er. Wlll~am Eldridge of Scl1ool- , 
craf , and two sisters; Mrs. Adam ' 
Brockman ,of· Olive and Mrs. Arthur 
Kellogg of Bengal, in addi Ion to 
oth~r relatiVWJ and ,many friends. 



ELROD, HARRY O. "PETE" 

DeWitt 

Born January 18, 1929 in Liberty, 
SC; died February 7, 1997 at the age 
of 68. Mr. Elrod served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He was a 32nd De­
gree Mason and member of DeWitt 
Lodge #272 F. & A.M., member of 
DeWitt Chapter #30 O.E.S., past Pa­
tron of Perry-Laingsburg Chapter 
#221 O.E.S. and past Master of 
Laingsburg Lodge #230 F. &A.M. 
He was President of Central Michi­
gan Amateur Radio Club-N8EST. 
Surviving are his wife of 48 years, 
Rowena (KABOBS); 1 daughter, Ka­
ren (Robert) Smeltzer of Kalama­
zoo; 2 grandchildren, Christopher 
Turek of Fort Hood, TX and Mat­
thew Turek of Kalamazoo. Funeral 
services will be held Tuesday, Feb­
ruary 11, l p.m. at the Asbury Unit­
ed Methodist Church, 2200 Lake 
Lansing Rd., Lansing, with the Rev. 
Benton R. Heisler, Pastor officiat­
ing. Interment will follow in Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens. Friends 
may call at the Gorsline-Runciman 
Co. Lansing Chapel, 900 E. Michi­
gan Ave., Lansing, beginning Sun­
aay, 7 p.m. where the family will 
receive friends from 7-9 p.m. and 
Monday from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. Ma­
sonic services will be provided by 
DeWitt Lodge #272 F. & A.M., Mon­
day, 8 p.m. Those desiring may 
make contributions to the Church in 
memory of Mr. Elrod. 

o----­
Bruce B. Dunn 

Thomas E. Hoffmeyer 
Bruce W. Gorsline 
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' Wm. Emery,· '\ll·u born I~ Albl"u, 
Mlcblgan, March 25, 1843. and dlt1tl 
Juty 11.th, ·1917, i-re·.came··wttb=Mii-pa·, .:­
ent• to DeWttftn-ttl6t. "In78"62 hee .~ 
ttsted In Coffllfiliy • egtmen ! , 
~lcbl~n · · lnfantry; ~ll1l _§(lrved_bfa 
country for . thr.ee years. . He ' wu 

I married to Al~a Forman ·september a: 
1'1865. Fout chlldr!!n were · born to. 
rtbem. One • . Bon, pri, . paaaed to, 
I the better land February 10th, 1902. 
Hti • wlfe and · three children . aurvlv~ 

.hlm.-Mr..- Maud-Wallace of· De\1/lft. 
PJU"k EJUrY n(,,McNaal, NINea. and' 

,Clltton, of Balt...1..ake- Gtty, t.Ttalr.-'l'wn--= 
-alatent,-Mf'I . • Matttda-'R<>l"e of \Vftlo"N 
Springs, Mo .. ·and lfrs. Harriett Cham-
berlain of Balfour.., N. D. _ · , _ -

_'He wai!a kind father, husbapd_ and 
neighbor and vdll be greatly ml11ed by 
h is family. _ 

Sleep, dear lo\·ed one sleep, . -
. . . t. j 

pastures green. by water'I still; 1 

·..:··Tby tired reet I e11nt" last-:-:- ~ 
•• 

a-funeral-was beld-at"'hU-Ja"te"1rontP 
Friday aftern_o()n. Rev. G. T. F.!_sher :if 
E>elta, a verr dearulend 1,f the de­
cea11ed, oftlclatlng: Rev. W. H. Thon11,-

-
In.t.ennent. ln..DeJiVltt .ce~tef'¥.-. --
-. - Card of Thank ... - -.. -I- \~r wtsh· to ·tbanlr alt who aasletea 
11111 In any way. during the 11lckne11s ·and 
i death. of our dear husband. and fatber,­
·s.nd we appreciate the beaut1ru1 tl9were 
' ci2ntrlbuted, and the pastor tor. bfs.com­
fortlog words and for the swei,t singing 
Ly ~v. \V. H. Thomp'lt>n.-)1re. \Vm. 
Emery, Mr. an<l Mre. C s V -- . ,an . rs. Cltfton Emery.- ~fr. and Mrs . 
. Parke Emery. 



Melba Ernst, Becomes Bride 
Of Edwin Mohnke In 

Riley Ceremony 

On November 2, 1932, a beautiful 
fall wedding was solemnized at the 
Riley Lutheran chw-ch when Edwin 
Mahnke, son of Mr. and Mrs. her­
man Mahnke of Bengal township,

1 LOOk as his br1ue Meloa E;rnst of 
Riley township. The ceremony was 
·per1ormed by Rev. F . Coellner, pas- : 
~or ot the church. They entered 
the church to the strains or Men­
ciolsohn's wedding march, played by 
~sther Luecht. ".L'he procession w~ 
escorted to the altar by MasLer Den­
nis Irrer, cousin of tne bride and 
groom and the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
rtocert Iner, acting as ring-bearer, 
attired in a white wool crtlpe suit, 
carrytng the 1•ing on a satin pillow, 
nnd little Miss Neva . Martens, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Martens, and cousin of the bride 
and groom, in the role of flower girl 
currymg a basket of flowers. She 
was dressed in a delicate shade 01 
green cr epe. 

Tile br1ue wore a white satin dress 
trimmed with fur and wore a veil 
which terminated with a train. She 
carried a bridal bouquet of chrys­
anthemums and "baby mums," gath­
ered with shower of ribbons. Do1is 
Schumaker and Rosina Martens, 
friends of the bride, were brides­
maids. They wore pink silk crepe 
gowns, ostrich trimmed, and carried 
bouquets of pink and white snap­
dragons. Herman Mohnke, Jr., 
b1ot11er of the groom, and Carl Ernst 
brother of the bride, attended the 
groom. The church was tastily 
decorated with autumn leaves, 
chrysanthemums and fall flowers. 
The home also was nicely decorated. 

Out-of-town guests were Harold 
Gable and sisters Dorothy and Mrs. 
Gerhar t Gable o! Pigeon, Mich., 
Miss Gwendelyn Ernst, sister of the 
bride and Mr. and Mrs. William 
Lemmine and son of Ionia. 

The groom is a very successful and 
promising young farmer in this com­
munity. The bride is a charming 
young lady with several accomplish­
ments. They will make their home 
on a farm in Bengal township, sec­
tion 33. 

On Thw-sday preceding the wed- '1• 
ding, the neighbors pleasantly sw-­
prised the bride-elect with a kitch­
en shower at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Stiffler, with whom Melba 
has made her home since the death 
of her mother several years ago. Onl 
Sunday evening the young people 
of the church gave her a sw-prise 
shower at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Schumaker, Miss Doris Schu-1 
maker acting as hostess. In each 
case light refreshments were served

1 by the hosteses. Many useful pres­
ents were given. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mahnke will be at 
home after a short time in their new 
home. A wedding dance was enjoyeu 
by many of their friends at the 
Fowler opera house the evening of the eddlng,_. ________ _ 



:f;~<>rpe 1Estes;~·(irsf M~lf JY!ii(e ~.-· 
'. : :; . .qhil<i Bor-"lf,~J!:f!. Cit~•-,1!,~fJ 

· . . . . l~~~e. . ~re passed away in . -~ 1 
. f.uneral Service~ Condu~te . · ,$1)ring'i· J!lll and in 1912 .he }Ilar- ! 
'.• ,.-f' or 7<;/-Y~ar-01~ Pipn~; ··,1• ried ll4is~ ~a L~mi~-- of Pe•wamo. 

( ·Resident April1 17th~ · : ForA~e past several yea.rs Mr. 
: [ . __ . • Estes .,~ in fai)ing health and. 11n-
. i · · able to 'or~-Mie was taken t,9 the 
i;n the death of George ~; ·Es~J~. pi~I' ast-· week and passed away 

1Sil~d~Y •. ~prll 14, St. J9~ns •~t .f. 11,t'1 , o'cfock Sunday afternoon .. 

I
r.... en[1· who li~erally ''.grew up Besides his widow oe leaves two '. 

the town." . The' first male bx:other~ Low~, Qf St .• Johns, an~ 
~ chil<;l to be born here, · ·hi)' ·Charles of Brooklyn, Michigan ( five r 
t his · whole lif~. • .Qiarly 80 nephews, two nieces, other· rela' 

•ye11,rs, in .tlhis city, · JI.U.,<f watched tives and · many friends. · 
.th~ development of the citolJ.'.ll fro~ ~eral serviee.s ·w~ held a,t 3.: 
its earliest backwoods days. . · ! R ,r.m-:- ·Wednesday at the Osgooci> 

Tra~Ution has it that the first f runeral home. 'Rev. W .. ll.. ~es<,:0tt' 
white· child born In St. Johns was officiated and burial was m8jfle in : 
:the daul!'hter of-..one Charl~s Cobb,. Mt. Rest cemetery. •. · I 
the event -occurrlng.,in the s~n}e; 

1 .of 1855, the child dying the fol-
lowing year. On Oct. 3, 1856, a son, 1 
George A. Estes, arrived at the 1 

lhome of George W. Estes one •qf 
the original pioneer settl~rs here: 

: When George was born t}le rail 
' way had not · been built to St. 
J9,llns. , At that time the young vil­
ll'ie consisted of a. hotel, store an<;! 
sawmill. George was upwards of 
two years old when the first loco­
~Uve chugged int,o -town. He at­
ten~~ the first school, located l\t 
tblti. corner of Walker and Mead 

1:ltreets . on land now occupied -by 
the Episcopal church. Among his 

' play fellows were Indian boys, and 
tw -often saw bear a~d deer on the 

'. ectge of town. 
i As a young man George learned. 

,,' the printer's trade which he fql­
''-.1,pwed until poor health made a 
· ohange of occupation necessary. ae 

then became a horse dealer, buying 
and selling mal}y fine drivin~ 
,horses. · At onei.ime he served '1S 
,>;City marshal and 1-D later yea.rs 
!)()nducted a draying business. 

' . on June 26, 1884, he was united 
~r~ .!!!!Y'!'i,aire to Mr;i. '.~iza. Valen: 


