


















































6th Annual

’ ox ROAST

AUGUST 24 - 25
DEWITT, MICH.

2 Nites -- FREE ATTRACTIONS -- 2 Nites

friday Night - Indian g

Coremonial Dances

_ Saturday - 4 - Spm

~ Direct from WIJR - D
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~ A Brief History of the
DeWitt Memorial Building

On October 16, 1945, Mrs. Earl Pierson, Assistant Librarian,
issued a request fo every organization in DeWitt Township to send
two representatives, to diseuss the possibility of building a commun-
ity building. A piece of property an West Washington Street, had been
donated by Mr. and Mrs. William Rogerson, for the purpose of build-
ing a Hbrary, but they were agreeable to the construction of a com-
munity boilding, provided a library was accommedated.

The first donation was a pledge of one thousand dollars given
by Mr. and Mrs. Verne Walker, All of the organizations agreed to
raise moneg for this purpose. They fermed a non-profit organization
to erect and maintain a building, and named their group the Mem-
orial Association.

The firs! Ox Roast was held in the Spring of 196 and has be-
come an annual event to provide funds for the operaticn and mainten-
ance of the building. Jack Lenneman and Don Reed were the prin-
ciple chefs and becamé known as the “barbecue kings” of Centiral
Michigan. .

The original building incorporators were L. J. Griswold and
J. B. Vincent, Leo Spayde, Leon Blizzard, Mildred Carris, Hazel
Norris, Verne Walker, and Mr, and Mrs. William Rogerson.

This building was to be dedicated to all veterans of all wars.
It has been the meeting place for all local organizations and is quite
unique in its inception and use.

The building was opened for parfial use for the 1M7 Ox Roast
and was dedicated at the annual event in 138 A brouze plaque
placed in the lobby of the library by the DeWitt Blue Star Mothers,
reads: “Lovingly dedicated to the men and women who served in
all branches of military service, and io those who gave their lives
to their counlry.” The plague also lisis the eight names of local boys
who gave their lives in Weorld War II.

Our building now houses one of the most modern iibraries in
the state, for an area of this size. It is a member of the Central
Michigan Library System. There is currently one meeting room,
with complete kitchen facilities, in use by the public, with plans
well under way for completion of the second room.
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Memorial Plaque Given
In Colorful Ceremony

On Wednesday night, July
27, at the DeWitt Memorial
building, a colorful dedication
iwag held. A plaque was dedi-
ccated to Veierans, mgle and
female, of all wars.

This plague bears the names
of seven young men who
gave their lives to their coun-
try daring recent Wars -—
World War II: Vincent Paul
Lerg, Lewis Phillips, Jr., Rus-
sell  Ribby, Donald Ingulls,
‘Franciy A. Richmond, Barl H.
‘Benson; Korean Conflict:
Richard Pike.

Our greatest hopes are that
addifional names will never
have to be added, but if need

be, space will be provided for
more.

* *

THIEE PLAQULE is Intended to
replace the Honor Roll board,
which was also a Blue Star
Mother project and has in late
years been in the lobby of the
‘Mermorial building., Proper and
solemn disposition of same will
e made of the board at the
appropriate time. |

The plaque is a donation also
of DeWitt Blue Star Mothers
and Is now occupying its place
of honor on the west wall of
the Memorial bullding lobby.
| A new 50-star flag which is' a
|donation of the DeWitl Vets
club now graces the north wall
of the auditorium. The 'naster
of ceremonies of the evening
was Richard Keck in absence
lof William Buck, village presi-
dent. He and the rest of the
committee were seated on a
platform at a long lable spread
with red, white and blue. ]
Mrs Fern Wellington of De-

charge of the guest book. Mrs

Pat Armstrong had charge of

the music.
* .4

THE PROGRAM was as

follows: m usical selection,

‘“The Star Spangied Banner’’,

Rev A. M. Carson made the
dedication prayer. Maaster ol
geremonies then initroduced

Mrs Faye Hansen, librarian ol
the DeWitt Public Library. She
gave o general commentary of
when the library was started
as a project of the active
Clvic elub and how the Veter-
ans building was started and
for what purpose. She told of
the many users of the build-
ing; how money was raised to
start with. She introduced the
Board of Directors of the build-
ing and the present officers
that were present,

“The officers of Hlue Star
Molhers were also introduced
as was Earl Hendrix, who is
a Spanish Ameriean War Vet-
eran and makes his home in
DeWitt. She spoke of each of
the seven gold star boys and
several who had recelved clia-
tions. Not all names were avail-
able as the society only had
clippings of newspapers for in-
formation. It would be nice it
mothers and fathers would give
Mrs Hansen this information,
these boys’ names and their
medals received to place on
file for future use. '

Next to be introduced was
Percy Carris, a veteran ot
another war. This came after
Mrs Hansen read a poem Writ-
ten by Harry Decker while on
duty with the navy cailed

Witt Blue Star Mothers had

“Percy and His Boys’'.
» L]

‘Michigan

MIS IAZICL Norrls, .cha.-
ter member and past president
of DeWitl Blue Star Mothers
wag then introduced and gave
the dedication commentary.
Mrs Norris in turn introduced
two visiting Biue Star Motk}ers,
the department of Michigan
president, Mrs Mary Sharar of
at. Louis Chapter and Mrs
Chloe Bartholomew, 1st vice-
presidgent  of Department of
Blue Star Mothers
and a member of St Johns"

‘chapter.

DeWitlt was honored 1o have
‘these ladies present. Mrs Nor-
“ris then introduced Miys Mar-
fon. Ritter, president of DeWitt
chapter and Wwoodrow ATD-
strong, president of DeWiit
‘Vets club and of the Memm‘ial
puilding board association,

Mrs Ritter presented fhe
plaque in behalf of DeWitt
Blue Star Mothers to Mr Arm-
strong, who reecelved it in bhe-
'"half of the Vets club and the
Dewitt  Memorial Building
bourd.

MT Keck then introduced Ar-
thur Newman, DeWitt Post-
master and member of the
'Vets club, who gave the flag,

“ecommentary and gave the his-1i

tory of the flag from a few
stars up to the present hi-star
one.

Charles Ruble, secr etary
1treasurer of the Vets club was
introduced AS Was Gaylord
Ward, treasurer of the board
of directors of building and also
custodian of the building. Mr
Ruble presented the new 50-
star flag to Mr Ward, who ac~
cepted it. Benedication was
given by Rev A, M. Carson,

i
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LOCAL HISTORY
COLLECTION

BOX
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COME AND GET IT—The cookbooks say don’t us‘e a fork to lurn meat, Bat the pilch-

xR

fork Jack Lennemnann is using (Above) certainly didn’t spoil the flavor of the LU pounds of
beef he and son Sian (left) cooked for the DeWitt Ox Roast last Saturday. The Lennemanns
were on Lhe job at 4:30 a.m. Saturday and were still going sirong 12 hours later. Although
their outdoor kitchen was in ihe shade, the steam from the huge covered pans made things

a bit hot for them,

The DeWitt Veblerans club
couldn’t have picked a finer
day to have their 12th annual
0x Roast. The sky was clond-
less from sunup to sundown,
and a huge crowd was on hand
at 11:30 a.m. to waich the
parade,

Over 30 enfries marched
down Bridge street, led by the
Dewitt high schocl band and
the Veterans’ color guard. The
entries ranged from costumed
kids on foot to hotrse-drawn ve-
hicles and floats.

The aroma of pan-roasted
ibeef hegan to drift over town

laylight ay Jack Lenncinann
wadd 5011, Slan started practle-

ing their out-door culinary art.
* L]

THE RIDES and fents were
set up ¥riday and the four
corners of DeWitl werg trans-
formed into a carnival mid-
way.

The dx reoast is put on each
yvear by the veterans to raise
money to equip and maintain
the Memorial building, the vil-
lage civie center.

Cash prizes for parade en-
tries in several classes were
donated by DeWitt merchants,
who also participated in the
parade.

Pirst prive for Moats weni

to the DeWlit Communily

church, second to DewWitt
Grange float, third to the Kings,
an Indian group from the De-
Witt area, and fourth to Roger
Sloat with his horse-drawn
Standard Oil delivery truck.

* *

OTHER WINNERS were
Connie FPerguson, Cindy Gil-
bertson, Randy Lankford, Mike
Strahle and Jackie Batsdorf,
all youthful bicycle riders, and
LaVerne Rossow, who paraded
ag Uncle Sam on stilts,

When the parade had passed,
many of the spectaiors lined
up at the fvod tent for rowst
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X Roast

i Conlinued from page 1 -

beef sandwiches, potato salad,
iand all the trimmings, includ-

Jing homemade pies donated by

DeWilt ladies.

| The game tent was a.lso_ a
lcenter of atiraction, featuring
itests of skill for ‘small prizes.
! A temperamental ferris

wheel was defunct most of the

\afternoon, but the rest of the
rides were well patronlzed.
L] 3

| ROY GILBERTSON, with
assistants, acted as master of
Icer-emunies throughout the day
with the aid of a sound truck
and P. A. system. His services
were also utilized by parcnis
Nooking for lost children, chil-
dren loocking for lost parents,
jand to recover the owners of
lother lost articles.
| Dusty Walker took over the
jmike in the evening and pro-
-vided recorded music for danc~
ing.
E Woodrow Armstrong, presi-
ldent of the DeWitt Memorial
‘Association and general chair-
‘man of the ox roast, extended
‘his appreciation to his commit-
'teemen and others who helped
to make the affair a success,
'Although the financial results
ihadn’t been tabulated as yel,
the expressed optimism that
'the Memorial building fund
lwould he increased.
! * ® J
PARADLE chairmen were
Rev A. M, Carson and Gay-
lord Ward, assisted by Harry
3ollinger. Judges were L. J.
3riswoid, Archic Moore and
Hazel Noryis. )
! Other chairmen and assist-
ants were Glen Strahle, Ray
Toin, John Reust, Herhb Hardt-
xe, Lucille Ward, Donna Bal-
derson, Norma White, Margar-
et Roberts, John Hiatt,
. Officers of the DeWitt Veler-

" ans club are: president, Wood-

Tow Armstrong, vice-presi-
dent, Herbert Smith; secretary
‘and treasurer, Chuck Ruble,
and sergeant-at-arms, Bob
aiWilccu-:.




