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DeWitt has 'Brother Fireman' 
Franciscan brother is volunteer firefighter 

By M"N BOTTICELLI 
Stall Writer 

In DeWitt cil)I, through the bleochei 
white of U.S. 27 and mo strip of ~ 
statkms and storts that are the do,,'11 
town arft, is a puie trte-Uned ~ 
cleaving Its way up through sree · 
manicured hills. 

This is no on!Jnary road. At the tCJt1 
aro two gold brick buildings with dom, 
windows. The first bullcling is the 
Franciscan Retreat House, the 
the Friary. 

The Friary is the bome of B~ 
Klrlt Munn, who lives with six Other frl 
ara and pl'iesis In the orla!Mlly Hun, 
garlan order. Brother Kiri is no ordiJ 
nary friar, for aside from his malnt 
nance duties at the retreat, he IS assist 
ant engineer on the DeWitt Cit 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Brother Kirk. :k. bas been a vol 
teer since l9'i0. Al first, he admits, h 
brothers weren't too happy about hi 
fire-fighting ac1lv11les and felt that 
should stay ~r to the monastery 
But they've come 10 accept his lnteres 
in the cornmwdty, MUM says. 

MONDAY 
Profile 

IT ALL STARTED In 1968, Mwu, re 
calls, when an accident at the Fnar] 
left one brother a doubli!ampu~ .. ~ 
br0thers decided then that lheJ'i 
should be ooe residenl brother "ij knew bow 10 administer first aid. Kl 
and another brother Jo.lied first • 
da<,es al DeWltt's vol.111teer lire 
panmen1 In 19&1 

Mwu, says it was then that he begaij 
10 try 10 volunteer. !'f the lime M~ 

got permli<lon from his brothers 111~ 
Friary 10 )om and a space opened 
the lire ~ctment, it was 1971. 

A year later, due to a c:onlllct wl 
one of the ~r brochers over his "'j 
tracurriculu act1vl11es, MuM was sen. 
to a brother parlslt in Roeblln.g. N J. 
where he lmmedlltely 51,ntd up w,~ 
the volun1eer lire depanment. Ourin 
his OISht years h1 Roebll11g. he JOI 
the Civd Air Patrol becoiniQg a 



. 
Brother heeds the beeper's call 

Concluded lrom Page B-1 

lieutenant. He also joined lhe Roehling 
ambulance squad. 

LAST YEAR he was transferred 
back 10 DeWiu. Part of Munn's duties 
in Roebling was working with kids - as 
altar boys and on sportS teams. Munn 
smiles a littl e sadly when he reme!"· 
bers his eight years there. "I miss 
working with kids," he says. 

When Munn returned to DeWitt, he 
moved immediately into an opening on 
the fire department. Munn says he 
used to come back to DeWitt on vaca­
tions to help at the retreat and would 
participate in fire-fighting when he 
was here. 

Munn, who is strikingly open, recalls 
one visit when he left the retreat in his 
habit to assist In a Cire. He was gone 
for several hours, and when he came 
back he noticed all the brothers sniff­
ing the air, wondering where the smell 
of smoke was coming from. 

Now Munn wears j eans on calls, j ust 
as he does when working at the 
retreat. Hooked to his belt is e. 
"beeper", which he brought from Roe­
hling, and hooked in the DeWitt alarm 
system. 

MUNN TRI ES to make every call. 
There are limes, he says, when he has 
a call late at night and doesn't return 
until just before the 6:30 a.m. prayer 
senrice. But Munn says Lhe brothers 
don't mind that much anymore. As 
long as he gets his chores done, cutting 
the front half of the 100 acres of grass 
on which the retreat sits and taking 
care of the vehicles and the retreat, 
any extra time is his own. 

Munn finds it hard to estimate the 
number of hours he puts In weekly at 
1he department, but he does say that 
he's spent a lot of his free time there . 

Brother Kirk Munn ready for fire run 

and at the Lansing-based "Burgess 
Squadron'' of the Civil Air Patrol as a 
supply officer, -

Munn arrived at the retreat in 1964, 
fresh out of high school in Flint. He 
says he knew he wanted to be a 
brother, and his "quite religious" 
mother, suggested the retreat. 
· It took Munn the normal seven years 

10 be a brother, he says, after he lived 
at the retreat for three years, spent a 
year ' learning lhe mimstry in New 
York, and took three years or simple 
vows before· takin$ his solemn vows 
and e•m ing his habll. 

Munn says he enjoys the quiet of 
retreat life. The brothers, he says, 
"help each other out and take care of 
each other. The whole group keeps this 

place floating. It is not self-sufficient 
by any means... · 

• 
MUNN AND other volunteer fire­

fighters are paid five dollars an hour 
while they are on a run. Kirk says he 
keeps this money to buy things like his 
own rire•fighting uniform so he can 
meet the fire-fighters at the scene "be­
cause they're so quick that by the time 
I'm down to the road, they're pulling 
out of the station:· I 

There are no vacancie~ on the fire 
department crew. In fact: Munn says, 
there is a waiting list. . 

Munn says he enjoys himself as a 
volunteer fire-fighter. "h's nice to 
have the honor to work with people as 
dedicated as the volunteer fire depart­
ment in this town." 


