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Opinion 
Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

The Methodist story 
The Cftfllt:,t rc.litlOU~ t)J' K•.11\liiiUOU in Oi.:Wlll. LhC 

Mclhutlist-t::pbi.:0I>al Churt:t,, tu,s tls bi.:~illfUO~ Wllh the 
c,r-.:oll riders o l I.lie ltJ:JU:>. The t1rsl con~l'c~...itlou, 

oq;J.nJZt:tl l>y l:~lJcr UcHf\Cll. lu lU:l6, i11ductcd: J olu\ but.I 
P.i1u1:H.i <.:uultl, As..i umJ M..ary fi-1.rlu.:r, ~cwis ri.,,a 
LuchuJa Coourn, ,,nd S..iwucJ South. 

ill lhc c;Jrltc~t )'t:ilr:t, tlw ,:oui;n.:i;atiuu 111et iH 1/.Unuus 
l1u111c:: : IO L.1lcf yc.-r~. ll b Ld!CVC:tl th:.tl :i.1:rv 1i:i:s were 
held 111 the v111a~c ~chool house, 

h\ l U·Hi, a J.) i.1rsuua~c wa~ l1ul ll jor the c1rtutLLHg 
pa~tor. Tht: ex~t.:f loc.:nlmn OJ ltus parsuI1iIUt.! Is not 
k11owu. l!ul ll scc111s lo ha 1.1c Lccu or, the wc~l ~idc of N. 
t-'r;rnk,HH ,Street. on Ute l.)ul>J1c .s,,u.:tl't: l\rduud ! !>I.HJ, u 
new p~1rS01l.t~c WilS Uutlt ;Jl ;!JI W, Mdin. 'J'llb :icrvcJ 
well for wauy tJC~i.u:.lcti1 lmt wu~ r<t>l:.t~~IJ by u f\\;W urti.: 
M::. t.11 W. Wa~hm~tou. 

AUout ittti5, u,e hfSl M t:lhulllst Chuft:h :an1Ct\1fC W~$ 
built 011 the wc::it ::mJc 1.>J N. Ud<l~c Suct:l. 'l'hc site had 
p rr:vtou~Jy bci.:n ow1:C:ll l.Jy Julut EdwunJs, it th; .. tlcr th 
stoves ;wtl ttn Wo.lft:. li b stu1'e J.11H <lwdlmi> hu1,.1~,c h:.uJ 
OC(U(J,l i!Lt lhc lot. Thhi Wotnl fr:um: ChUfCh WU!) occupltd 
for ut1.1 y :w years bcfurc Ucl11g 1·cv1..1.t:1:d . 

An tt1:m 111 U:c Clrntou ~ou11ly l(cpubhcnn i!)~uc of tll~li 
re.ad:,; : •·tt od $ii~w. the h•1r11c.!l>S n1~1kcr i,1 L>tWl!I, 11:1-:,; 
bou,;hl the c,lO MdhtH..list CHurch «iuJ hi rnov1ul{ H ;.u:ro::i::. 
the ~trcCl. Ht wilt CQnver•t 11 iulo u tl~ncc h<.tll." fl was 
Hui cunvcl"tcd lillO u dtu1cc hh ll, tn1l w.a::. :iulJ to Hower 
Unazcr: ,rnµ W1l1ls ~h; Lou~h wlti> tol~lly rcuutll the 
~, rue tu re und bc~.rn .a tti:ncrul :iLorc culled Urtr.u : i1; & Cu. 
lt wa~ lhc bu1idlO)! which s t ll) .:ilt1ut.l:; ou the 11urttl ca:i\ 
corner ol Mh.lo antl llrldtc Slrcct::i . 

Tr,t Creek rcvJ..-ul·stylc bu1l<l111~ wu:, r..:pl;,cc<l III IIS~b 
!Jy a more ::.ul.J~Htnlll.ll hrlck :>l l'Ul;Lurc . 'l'll!:i th!W t:ltUfCh 
was an L.·::.luqh.:lJ 1Jull41.ut! ot u ::.u11v1c CuU1ic: style wllh ;, 
::iHIUll CfllfilllCC antJ li9U l-OWt: f ::.,luah:tl lH UH.: corner o( 

Ute I ... 

On M~reh tu. l!J:tlt, this b lUh1hl~ wttti (.lc:-;.tcoy~tl by Hn:, 
alter which Ute Ui.tplt::.l t.:011~rt:\slltlo11, acru~s the ::ilrctL. 
ti l CJIICC opcrn;J lhcll" tluor:. LC,1 the l\kl hu<.11:.l UH.:ll\1)1;:r­
~1111 .. . A:i 1l r'c::.ull, b ~ood IIIUftY of ~he l~lt:r c1.mgJ'Cti,l1Lh.>U 

Jtthitct with the Uaptbts tu1<1 ~vcotuully. tonottJ an h) • 
lcrtluwminat:oual church. 

323-1711 

OESfflOYEO UY flflE - l'lu~ ts Ille Olr.J MulllLl<MI 
Churcn urn I 1Jur11ocl 0 11 Ma,cl1 1 O,' 1~2U. Much ul thoJ 
COll(}IU(JilllOl'I 111,lr) worsl\lJ)J)cd WIii\ IJ1<1 BJ!Hl cl 
Chu/Ch wl ,ICI! w ~s a 1:,uss Ill~ ~1,~ut. la l~I lu ,111111~ ,Ul 
1ntu1Uct1orwnc:d1<.Hl ti l C:fiu rch. tiuwi:v1.:r . :;;u1Hu 
flh:.lfl\l)CtS (JI ttle M~tl 10dt$ l ChutCt\ t'Vt,Jf\lutllly ft,; t,1u i!i 
l hC Ulllfd1n9 00 1l~ OtiOU)i.i l $!It! Tl11$ ::; t,uc1u rc I~ now 

lllv O;;Wnl Co11SUM,IOfy ill 11 SN. Ur ,dgu :.i t. 

There were. however. il ~uutt uu111hcr u{ Lhoz.c whu 
cno::.C LO hold Mdhoth~t :;1;rvicc:~ Ill lhc s tutJy ul the lh•I'• 
son..igc 011 W. Md lll ~ trct:l. With the hclJ) oJ i11:..c.1fuuc c 
uwncy ,,nd t11cn1lJcr ~tiip co11trH.)uuv,1s. J new L>1'h:k. 
structure was bu ll l on the i llt: ol lh~ funucr c l1Ur d1 h 1 
l ~l l. A litf1:C w i11~ wus a.tided lu ttil:. l.lu11tJ111l{ '.JU yc..tf~ 
lilttr. Thb Ou1!d1J1g. HUW hottsrng th( o~wllt (.;{J11:,t;f• 

vulOr)' +tl I l'.> N. U1•id~e. Wil~ n:CtHtly (jluc:cJ l.)U lhc .Sl.tll! 
Jlegi:.tcr oJ I IJ:;t.od, !::iitcs. 

llt~luutO{! ill l!Jti1. l11c lh:W1U Mclhotli1>l iUlt.l t:.: 111..inud 
Mctluu.11~1 (loc;,,.lcl.1 fJII t he uo1·t.hch::.l c onu.;..r oi SL'l1,,vcy 
uotl Cl ..tl'k. lto.&1tb:) tuluu.tctl " 1,t;.idtl·c ot :i.111.,rHII,! 
Utillt:::.tcr! •. 1-'-.>r u 10111:t Wlll}C the. two CLltJr:n.:l:.; 4JlhJI)~ 

tll :::.ct.a:::.ic.d u 0 1cl'i;,1!r wl1ich t.:u lmiuulcd in lf/0 w:th llh: 
lwo voun~ tv Joirl w~~llicr uni.I c;.tll Uu,:111st.:1vc:~ the 
tti:tlcc11)c; 1• Ut11lcJ Mdl1ul.J1::..t Ct,urch. 

lH l'.J1'1, it llC\V Olllcc wa~ c:owvlclcd rn>l'lll ol ll lc; 
fu r mc, E111,mucl Mtlllotltsl C.:hurch. 

T hb cc1u1U11u.:d cu1)t;f<,;J:;Utwu I) ru:h 111 l!bl Lll y o ( 
llh;cllltJt th\; :,l,)trilctt oct.:d!i o l ;.a t,:hllrtnh1~ COt h UIU lllly 

tor ncurly 1:,U ycar::.. 
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Johns, ·Micbiitan- AuiuSt 13• 1931 

DeWitt Methodists To Worship Here 
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""'rm.It - h pant is bPlng ru s e r 
Work on this new $i,IX>O cnu.rc be held liming Septem.ber. Tbe 

early dedication \\'hlch ts dp~cted tofun baseme.,t wh1ch will be us,ed 
edifice wiU seat 300 and oont.alos1 a. !he oid ·church d estroyed by fU'e 

• h I oms 1t r~J> ac;cs I 
tor Sunday .i 001\ro t'tL. E. Bowen is the chtttch p a.s or . :. 
three years . e.,. - · • ... ----· . . 

,,. 
' j 

Dedicate Dewitt M. E. Church Sunday 
. .. -- - . - .. - ' .. 

• 
Blmop Nicholson, the dlstrlct superintendent Pnd several other visit-I 

tns church 11ctablcs \vefe p're.sent Sundri.y When d'lt_ilcetion ~r\-1tes wet:e~ 
con<!ucted at the new Methodist churcq In Dewitt, 1\1.Lh the Blshot> lnj 
,charge, Subscrip tion~ were given !n the· amount of nenrly f600 to· raise , 
the lndtbtedness. . Tnl) picture of t.he new building, shown abo'Vc, w,s, 
taken ln August betore the construction m~ entlrcly comp!et-ed. 'l'hej 
chureh wlll seat 300 on(i ha,; a f ull b••ement which 1s used for Sun<!ay 

·schOOJ rooms. It was erected at l\ 00.1,t of about ,1,000 arid replaces the ' 
old church de•troyed by Ure three years ago. t::C./:/o • - / y .;t L J 

. ,. 
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j.l.u-~~• a. .lf.4tn St,-'-"t:l ·11.., 
Cllur<11 bas -•~ "•• • .rr 
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REV. PAUL \'· KREIDER 

r 

REV. RICHARD 

To Honor 
Minister 

l\,•y. ·1),ud .E. K l" c i ti 1: l' 
T,, I.le C,·celc'< I lty 

l)al'ishiou c•l'l) 
A rcccpliuu hou~riui; H.c\', P:tu1 

C:. 1-::n:uk•r, 1icw t}il:itor ul !he Uc· 
Will Mt•lhodis.l d,1ir'i·h, ~old hb _ , 
l~ull1ly wJlt Lu, hc·M bl tit~ d mn.:h 
!lt U. JJ. UL ') 'ui:;,J ~,y , 

'J'he 111mC<;tcr , ~, forme r ~nny 
(•l1:111l;iin, as.:.un'l\'i.l lu:, duti(•s 011 ' 
Jouc 13, s111;t,.'c.. .... ·cli11g ltev Hid,ard 
Uurkcr whu w~.... l t!u ;.;;fo• r c<l lo 

1 he OakdJle t\Jclhocli~I c:liurch ul 

Ct:11111 H:,1)kl.. ~Ir. ll:11·k~r had 
s.1!1, ,-.1 il1t.• De Will c.·011greJ;aUon 
fol' J!\'t!" yC~1r:,. 

A uut i\!t u! !)1•Lroit, au<l b('lll ()l 
ic1 h'!Uli:itcr. Mr. l\.t'Cidcr 11,t:; bv1.-cl 
1110~.1, ul l u:i life iu Miduii,111, I !t.• 
\\ , 1~ ;r.tduah:J I 1'(1n1 Owu~-:i n,;l 
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REV, RICHARD BARKER 

T,)Honor 
Minister· 

II ,:,·. Paul E. Kn·idcr 
To u ., G n·,·t<-d hy 

Pat.isl,io ucrs 
A roce1->lion honut'ing lr.cv. f>(u,d 

K Kreider , 1icw IJi1.-.tur (I( lhc De­
Witt Mclhollj!)t duu·~h, ~mJ Ins 
f:inllly will bC!.J1dd ~,t ihc dim'd. 
;.it 11 Jl. m. 'J'ul•Sd,ay. 

' l'ho 111i11bh:1·. :, formt.·r ;u·tHy 
d •a1,l:1in, :1:.-;unH.'<I his dutic.-.5 cw 
.June JU, Slll'l'CoJflllll-! lh !,•. Hh·k1rd 
H~1d(l:r \\ ho wa:-. 1 n 111.,;fcrn:•t to 
Ille o,,h.<l:il(I MNJtV1l1.st L>lnlfd1 in 
(:r,1wl H~11)al-;. t\'k. Uhd!,l'I' 11 ,111 
;,.-i \ ,•,I 1111 !Ji;\\ Ill 1' l• ll,SI ,·i;,ll luu 
lot• I i\'C y1::.u-s. 

A n;,tive tif Otlru1t, ;:uut ~vu ol 
a miu,slcr, Ml'. Krc1dl:I" h;i.s !1\-cd 

, ll11.k1l uf Ms life iu ,\ l1d1ig:1u. Iii: 
, \~•.us 1;:n,llm1lt;lr 11 om O\\ll:~> cul 
ft'gc ;u1d ·1•(.•tx:ivh i J1i•; b:1d1do1 of 

1t.U\'iui1y Llc5n:e frvm lhl.! lhcofog, 

lic.:,1J .scr11irn!ry in Ki11hi:1s l '1iy, 
Mo., .1wl hts ma.stc1· of :il'i:, de• 

1g1•cc ft'tUH fhiO~:r urn\ 1:nrny .in 
lmli:m:1poris, ImL j 

I 
.All hullgh hl: w;1:: 11ol ord;,iiued, 

u11tiJ the: n.'f•crit Mid ,ig:111 !\l~LJ,~ 
1Jdisl i:c1uforc11<.·c aL A.lhiun. Mr, 
Krcidc~r :;en•Licl ;is ~-lud..1:ut JJ~:.tor 
of ~kl ltod1:;l e.:bur<'11C$ jJj 11,,yvme, I 
!I.Ju,, ;u1d Gurlin~lut!, Jud., from 
l!r.1-> l.o lifi7, ' I 

!Jc l.'111 ernil lld 1vc duly ;;,,,; a 
C'k1pluin i11 Jmie of J:);ll, :-.i.:t' \' in;; 
iu l•'tirl I~ H<.·y, K<111s., h11til lit:iU, 

1
;111(1 iJe Muni1·h, C,•1'1Jla111 lr111t1 
IJN:C.uibcf, 1!1~1-i , 11111 ii i\l,:.1y, J~ll.f. 

i\fr , Krc1<k•r Js JU.dTkd amJ 11:i., 
:.i •l·yc:Jr•ul<l ::.•>u, ]\(' \'iu. 


