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Three Civil War Vets 
from De Witt rest in 
unmarked graves 

By KEN COIN 

If you happen to visit the DeWitt Cemetery in observance 
of Decoration Day, you will not find the following names 
among thr. many interosting headstones. Tll( se DeWitt 
men have no marker"': they are some ofthc nearly forgot­
ten Civil War veterans of DeWitt resting in unmarked 
b'T8VCS 

Thomas J. Bo.rt.on, a New Yorker, was born Aug. 26, 
1840. He enlis ted in t he Ninth New York Heavy Art. 
All.er the war h11 came L.o DeWitt where he marri~ Mary 
Priscilla Tucker in 1866. H e was a member of the DeWitt 
G.A.R. post. He died May 25, 1926 and was buried beside 
hi'l wife in lot 12.1 of section C 

Albert Blood (also recorded as "Peter"), was a corporal 
in the F,ighth MI INF. Following the war he and his wife 
Sarah remained in the De\\'itt for some time, moved into 
Watertown Township and, ultimately, to Bennington 
Township of Shiawassee County. The sex.ton's records for 
the DeWitt cemetery list simply "A. Blood~ hnried v.,i.th a 
.son, Floid. There is alao a roilit.ary notation in the 
records. 

George W. Howe was born about 1831. In 1861 he 
enlisted wit.h his brother Nap:ileon B. Howe at DeWitt in 
Co. D, 14th MI INF. He was discharged at St. Louis, Mis­
souri, Feb. 10, 1863. After the war he and his witE! Jane 
and their children remained in the DeWitt area for a 
time, but traCP.S of him after 1870 are unclear. He was, 
however, a member of the DeWitt G.A.R. post. His widow 
was back liviilg in DeWitt in 1900 at the home of their 
daughter, Athclia and Arthur Clements. Sexton records 
list he and hiswifo buried in lot 123ofsectionB. 

Rufo.<: W. Pattridgo., owner of a DeWitt foundry prior to 
the war, was born about 1831 and was among DeWitt's 
::arliest. businessmen. He was"Jllarried to Laura B. Stow­
:!ll. In 1864, he enlisted at DeWitt in Co. H, 27th .MJ INF. 
He was discharged from service from Harper hospital at 
)etroi t., May 27, 1865. No record of him or his second 

Feature 

A random gathering in lront of the Clinton House? Or 
possibly the Civil War veterans ol 1he George W. Anderson 
Post of the Grand Army ol the Republic? Joseph Stickles 
was easily identified as the man with the wooden peg-leg; 

wife, Marie (Wilkinson?), following t.hc war has been 
located. The Sexfon's records indicate he was buried in 
lot 25, section D with his first y,.-jfe and infant daughter. 

Joseph R. Stickles, born about 1846, a son of Jesse ftfld 
Eli:t.a Stickles. He enli1:1ted at DeWitt on April 20, 1863 in 
Co. M, 7th MI CAV. He was discbarKCd from Harpe-r Hos­
pi tal in Detroit the following March. He returned to 
DeWitt and by 1870, he and his wife Martha (Murgan) 
were living with his sister Mary and her husband, black­
smith Peter Bird. 

He was a member of the DeWitt G.A.R. post and in 
1890 was living with veterani,; Charles Walker and 
Artimus Newman. He died of consumption in October of 
1898 at t he home of a comrade, Smith Hall. Sexton's 
records show him buried with another veteran , John 
Blanchard in lot 114 of section B. 
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an older man in officer's dress is visible on the right and at 
least two men are simulating shouldering guns. Ga. 1880 
(?), photographer unknown, courtesy of the DeWitt Public 
library. 

Artimus G. Newman was a member of Co. G, 3rd MI 
INF. He lost his right arm in war. He was a member or 
the G.A.R. and was a member of the veterans' group 
keeping "bachelor 's hall" in th. e 1890's. B~ _1900 he l1ad I 
moved to Lansing and died soon after. M1htary records 
state he wa:J buried in DoWitt 

Clinton County's chapter of The Sons of Union Veter­
ans of the Civil War will be working throughout the com­
ing year to see to it that appropriate niilitary markers 
are placed on these graves. But in the meantime, we're 
searching for information. 

If you have any further information on these men, 
please contact ei ther myself at /517 ) 669-9448 nr Kent 
Armstrong at (517) 669-6765. 

Ken Coin is a. IJelVtu resident and the area's primary 
historiai1. 
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Lerg farm carries rich De Witt history 
By KEN COIN gable windows, heavy win­

dnw \inteli, and unusually 
thick wooden bric-a-brac 
are all Moon trademarks. 

John emigrated in 1855 at 
the age of 16. The couple 
was married about 1874 
l;llld lived in Lansing prior 
to coming to DeWitt. They 
had nine children: George, 
Carl, Frank, Henry, 
Theodore, Bertha, Anna 

ground level and took 
advantage of sleeping 
quarterA available in the 
lofto. 

The farm was briefly­
owned by the Rohrer's son 

See lerg, page 7 

DeWitt-Bath Review 

The Lerg barns 
At left - The barns, still standing on the south side of the 

road opposite the house, have changed little in the hundred 
plus years since their construction. Picturad are John M. 
Rohrer and sons. Photo courtesy of Thelma (Hawk} Gri­
nold. 

DANIEL BAMBERY 
Attorney Since 1968 

• Domestic Relatioos • Disability• Social Security 

669-2156 
102 E. Washington, DeWitt 

Genitlll Herpes vaccine Trial 
The Division of Infectious Diseases at the MSU 
College of Human Medicine needs couples willing to 
participate in a Herpes Vaccine Research Study: 

REQUIREMENTS: 
• Couples In a stable relationship and plan to be in the 

Lansing area for the neKt 2 years 
• Only one partner has genital herpes 
• Both partners willing lo participale in a research study 

lnteuested couples can can for info,mation at: 432-3408 

A few weeks ago I saw 
the stately old John 
Clement house on Clark 
Road at Gunnisonville 
being bulldozed. Buill in 
1883 a nd once counted 
1unoug the showplace 
farms of the county, it suc­
cumbed to an undignified 
end without much of a 
.itruggle. 

ln 1902 the Bird farm 
was purchased by John 
"Martin" and Theresa 
(Lorenz) Rohrer, whose 
descendants in the DeWitt 
area remain numerous. 
Thcir purchase consisted 
of 120 acres on the north 
and south sides of !found 
Lake Road, west of Bond 
Road. In 1904 lhi;; was 
increased to 160 acres with 
the purchase of an adja­
cent forty, from the 
Edmond Fitz est.ate. 

(Dyer) and Dora(Grinold). ..111111 _____ _ 

Along the same path, 
only three miles to the 
north, the Lerg farm at 
2343 E. Round Lake Road 
HWHit.~ much the same 
fate . As the new bypass 
frt.-eway progresses, the old 
house's future dims But, 

John Martin and There­
sa were both uativ~ of 

According Lo family tra­
ditions - the well-main­
tained barns played double 
service as both fai-m build­
ings and a spill-over lodg­
ing area for guests to the 
farm. The Rohrer and 
Lorenz fomilies were both 
extensive, even by the 
st.andards of the day. And 
when on special occasions 
the f1tmilies gathered at 



Lerg farm carries rich De Witt history 
By KEN COIN gable windows, heavy win­

dow lint.els and unusually 
A few weeks 8£0 r saw thick wooden bric-a-b rac 

the stately old Juhn are all Moen trademarks. 
Clement house on Clark In 1902 the Bird farm 
Road al Gunnisonville was purchased by John 
being bulldozed. Built in "Martin• and There&a 
1883 and once counted (Lorenz) Rohrer, whose 

1 -•-'"l~c'anns"'
0

- -,arc:;~,""•w- w,"'sbo"',,,e;it,e:c.,,~-,,~_,,:ee:"'""a n~~i:1 ~:~::. 

cumbed lo an undignified Their purchase consisted 
end without much of a of 120 acres on the north 
struggle. and south sides of Round 

Along the same path , Lake Road, wt!sl. of Bond 
only three miles to U1e Road. In 1904 this was 
north, the Lerg farm at increased to 160 acres with 
2343 E. Round Lake Road the purchase of an adja-
11wait.s much the same cent forty, from the 
rate. As the new bypai.s Edmond Fitz est.ate. 
freeway progresses. t he old John Martin and There­
house·.e future dims. But.., sa were both natives of 
as the accompanying pho- Germuny. Census records 
to.!! 8how, the houi,e's past for the year 1900 show that, 
v..--as once radiant. 

John emign1ted in Hififi at 
the age of 16. The couple 
wru1 married about 1874 
and lived m-Lansmg prior 
to coming to DeWitt. They 
had nine child1en: George, 
Carl, Frank, Henry, 
Theodore, Bertha, Anna 
(Dyer) and Dora (Grinold). 

Aii-or ln£"t<i BmlY 
ditioos - the well-main. 
tained barns played double 
service as bot.h farm build• 
ings and a spill-over lodg­
ing area for guests to the 
farm. Th e Rohrer and 
Lorenz families were both 
extensive, even by tht! 
standards of the day. And 
when on special occasions 
the families gathered at 
the farm, many vi11itor~ 
kept their buggies on the 

Levi C. Bird, a native of 
W:u;htenaw County and a 
California (:'Old miner from 
1859 UJ 1866, came t.o 
~Witt in 1872 with his 
wife of three years, Helen 
Chubb. He purchaseri an 
old settled farm on the 
Pontiac-Grand River !wad 
(now Round Lake road) 
east of DeWitt and set 
o.bout to its improvement. 
According tJl an autobio­
~rraphical account pub­
lished in 1891, the Dirds 
built the present brick 
house in 1880. 

WATERTOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
Synopsis of Board of Trustees Special Meeting 

It has bcec asserted by 
some LanRing histor ians 
that the house is an early 
example of the famed 

~nsin~ _a:,r:~1t~~•A 1:~~-i~1 

June 5, 1996 
The meeti,g was called to oraer at 10:35 p.m. Merrbera 
present: Shaver, Ralht:u"I, Malison, Pottetfield, Weitzel. 
Absent: Pike. Gorman. Public comment was reoelved. The 
agenda stood as pl'"esented. 

• ACTION TAKEN: 
1. Waived !he actual reading of Zoning Ordinance 11.6. 
2. Removed lhe table the Re.solution to schedule a public: 
hearing on a-eating a special asi.essrnent dlstnct for sanltaiy 
sewers. 
3. By a unanimous roll call vote, {absent: Pike, Gonnan) 
adopted ltwl resolution scheduling thu public hsaring on 
ereatingaspecial a&l>&SSffl•nlclistrictlor i;anltarysew&!SIOf 
1t1eGrandR1Verarea. 
3. By a manimous roll call vote. (ebsont: Gorma,'1, PIie) 
adopted lhe resolulion scheduling the public hoar1ng on 
croating a special assessment district for sanitary sewers for 
1he e.irport/HertllSOfl Road area. 
Tho meeting e~ at 10:47 p.m. 
A complele copy 01 the minul65 Is evailabl6 upon req.iest . 

Phyllis J, Rathbun, Clerk 
Thomas L. Shaver, Supeolsor 

8-23.8-25-91!1 

ground level and took 
advantage of sleeping 
quarters available in the 
lolls. 

The farm was briefly­
owned by the Rohrer's .san 

See Lerg, page 7 

Al left· Th 
road opposite 
plus years sir 
Rohrer ands 
nokl. 

TIKIDivisir 
CoUege ol 
participate 

•Couple;I 
Lansing l 

• Only 000 
• Bothpartr 

lntereskld • 
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------ Lerg two more generations of 
the Lerg family. Having 
taken over the farm from 
his father LaVern, Roger 
Lerg, along with his wife 
Kim and their young chil­
dren, will probably be the 
last residents of this time­
honored form 

A special thanks to Thel­
ma Grinold for her pho­
tographs and research. Her 
late husband, Carl Grinold, 
was a grandson of John M. 
and Therestt Rhorer. 

Continued from page 6 

Carl before being sold to 
John and Dora I.erg about 
1937. Since that time the 
farm was expanded to 243 
acres and passed through 

Ken Coin is a resident of 
DeWitt and the area's pri-­
mary historian. 

MASTECTOMY FORMS & SUPPLIES 
Unique Products & Services for Better Health 
Preventive sports fJ • PERSONAL 
and occupational ATTENTION 
bracing for back, . a. • Certified 
knee, wrist, ankle, . Professional Fitters 
and leg. Walk-ins . OPEJ:I: . 
& prescriptions "Mon.-Fr/. 9-5 
welcome. Sat. 9-12 
Insurance billings. . ... ~ • (Formerly lfl Brown's Pharmacy) 

THE BRACE SHOP The Lerg farm at 2343 E. Round Lake Road, taken aOOul 1902 early In the ownarshipof 
John M. and Theresa (Lorenz) Rohrer (center}. F tanking the Rohrers ara their sons • Cart, 

Theodo,e. F,aokaod Hemy. Photo co,rtesy of Thelma (Hawk) G,ioo~l~d·======!::;1;:1:2:K:e:n:t:S:t;:.,:P:o:rt;:la;:n:d:::;;;:::1:·8:0:0-:8:6:4:-:49;:;4::;:3;;:o;;:r:(:::5:1:7):::64=7:-:17:;:5;:3~ 
1.;1em~t,IOl1AA 0;-tf1-;;.,_-. "'7.:--~.A.__~~~s. -• ana hvkf inl.,ansingprior lofts. ·-- -~ ~•tt1 ■ ·1"',.

0"~.!" .. ~~~A'?'~~~plan tobeintne I ) 
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Jennifer Vincent, Editor 

DMS 
students 
learn 
history 

By KEN COIN 

Last week, at the invi­
tation of Mrs. McGiveron 
and Miss Thom.son, I had 
the pleasure of nddrcssing 
DeWitt's third grade class 
,:about 175 of them!) on I.he 
.iubject of DeWitt history. I 
don't know how well the 
kids enjoyed it but l had a 
blasl. 

As much as l enjoy his­
tory, it. i ::; r<ially the evolu­
tion of people and 
lifestyles UtaL [ find the 
most fascinating. And I 
tried to convoy to the chil­
dren that DeWitt history 
has lei..,; t,o do with stern 
looking pioneers and old 
gray phulographs and 
more to do with people just 
like themselves who lived 
out their lives in a world 
much different from t he 
present. 

I presc11tcd a slide show 
of about a hundred views 
of DeWitt and it's people to 
try and give the chi ldren 
an idea of what their lives 
might have been like in 
DeWitt a hundred years 
ago; a pcrspcclivc of life 
back then from t he view­
point of a r.hilil . 

We looked at life on a 

farm; the extended family 
structure; the narrow con­
fines of t heir world and 
similarities of children'a 
play habits . We also 
touched on the one-room 
country sr:hnol; modes of 
transportation: child mor­
Wl.lily and the chores chil­
dren performed. 

The best part, from my 
standpoint, was the end­
le.ss vaTiety of questions 
the students asked after 
the :die.le-show. Some of 
their questions just blew 
me out of th(! water. MDid 
they always paint their 
barns red?" ~Did they ever 
use candles if their power 
went outr "Did they use 
pottery for dishes?" 

I especially enjoyed 
hearing kids who lived in 
some of the area's older 
homes question or com­
ment on their old house. 
And I think young Andy 
Zarkovich should get an 

Features 

for only a ye11r or comes 
from pioneer stock, I see 
that childnm have a ten­
dency to look for a connec­
tion between themselves 
and the past which sur­
rounds them. 

Each generation of 
DeWitt folk luts enjoyed a 
lifestyle fa r removed and 
nearly unimaginable by 
the geoerationfs) which 
followed. And if nothing 
else, I hope I instilled a bit 
uf und~rst.anding that long 
before pavement, aubdivi­
sions or even running 
water, DeWitt had its' 
.c;hare nf intelligtmt, lively 
little third gradeTS, just 
like them. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. 

DeWitt-Bath Review 
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A 1910 birthday party 
At le~ - Neighborhood children gather for a birthday 

celebration at the Pike farm on Airport Road. Ca. 1910, 
George S. Pike photographer. Courtesy photo of the DeWitt 
Public Library. 
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Past July 4 
festivites 
come alive 
Early settlers 
celebrate 
independence 

By KEN COIN 

The fin;t known cele­
bration of fndcpendenco 
Day at the DeWitt sctUe­
ment w11 R held in 1837 at 
the homestead or William 
and Esther (UUcy) Webb, 
located on the north 11idc of 
Howe Rood , just west of 
Schavey. It wus largely 
attended by 111 ,JSI, area res­
idcn ls who turned the 
gathering into a several 
day evt!nt. The Webb's log 
house, being lnrger than 
most, accom modated the 
pioneers for a rftre oppor• 
tunity of community en.io:v• 
mcnL 

While most area cabins 
of t.h (! period ha d dirt 
floors. the Webb cabin had 
a ~lale of the a rt wood 
''puncheon" fl oor which the 
pioneers put to good uso as 
a dance fl oor. Th e only 
problem was, there was no 
music to be had. '.\.1r. Webb, 
a lways the gracious h08t 
(pll.y attention Martha 
Stewart) obliged his guests 
by whi.c.Uing and sin:ing 
wh~le_ the ~ttler~ ~lappe~ 

A sulky race on West Main S1reet from a photogaph daled 1913. The house and tiees 
,erTiain much lhe same, even after eighty years. Only the activity and 1he unpaved slreel 
give away the age of this wonclerlul old picture. Counesy of Catherine Reed. 

electod that year. i 
In 1856, during the 

fin al munllis of Dewitt's 
reign as county scat , atten­
dance on the Fourlh of 
July numbered neflr ly 
2,000 persons. They were 
trnatcd to a celcbrnlion 
which began in the moru­
ing wit h a procession led 
by the Coveroo-r's Guards 
and ended at night with a 
~fine display of fireworks." 
As always, the crvwtl was 
offered a set down dinner 

was, coinci.dentally, a r 
granddaughter of the 
whistling William Webb 
and a great. granddaughter 
of Capt. Scott, r 11-ca ll ed 
that thl.l Fourth of July ccl­
ebra.tions of the late 1800'i:; 
wore "always celebratod in 
a big way with cannons 
roa ring all night before 
and most of the dRy - w,th 
a big parade of bands. 
horseback ridcr1:1 ,tntl fu u 
makers.~ 

Eslher also rcculk!d I.he 



festivites 
come alive 
Early settlers 
celebrate 
independence 

By KEN COIN 

The first known cele­
bration of Independence 
l>My Ill the DeWitt settle• 
ment was held in 1837 at 
the homestead of Willittm 
and Esther (Utley} Webb, 
located on the north side of 
Howe Road, just west of 
Schavey. IL was 1ttrgr.1y 
atwnded hy most area res­
idents who turned lh~ 
ga e enil 
day event. The Web s og 
house, being large r than 
most, accommmh1ted Lhe 
pioneers for a rare oppor­
tunity of community crtjoy­
ment. 

While m()Sl area cabins 
of the period h a d dirt 
floon;, tlitl Webb cabin had 
a state of the art wood 
"puncheon" 0oor which the 
pion~rs put W l,'OOd llBe 1;1;; 

a dance floor. The on ly 
prohlein was, there w.:t.,i no 
music to be had. Mr. Webb, 
always the gracious h06t 
(pay attention Martha 
Stcwllrt.l ohliged his guest.<; 
hy whisiline and singing 
while the sctihin1 clapped 
and danced, and danced, 
and danced ... well into the 
mnt morning - a legendary 
feat on Webb's part. 

In 1844, J08t!ph W. 
Cook reported that the cel­
ebration of the Fourth of 
July included a large 
crowd for the "common fos­
tiYities" {picmc, speeches, 
etc.) but that the music 
was "rather bad". About 20 
couples attended n ball at 
the DeWitt Hotel and a 
large supper wa.!l held at 
the Clinton House with 
about 120 iu 1tUt:ndancc. 
''H was Yotcd to take sup­
per there ognin as soon as 
,Jaml'.!ti K. Polk i.s elected 
president of these United 
Stat-cs but the probability 
iN, that it will not be this 
year". (But the surprise 
was on Cook, for Polk was 

A sulky race on West Main street ftoma phOtogaph dated 1913. The hOuse and trees 
,err'laln much the same, even altE!f" eighty yea,s. Only the activity and the unpaved street 
give away the age of this wonderlu! o!d picture. Courtesy of Catherine Aced 

elected that.year.} 
In 1856, during the 

final months of Dewitt 's 
reign as county scat, atten­
dance on t he Fourth of 
July numhered nearly 
2,000 persons. They were 
treated lu a celebration 
which began in the morn­
ing with a procession led 
by the Governor's Guards 
and ended at night with a 
"fine di.iplay of fireworks" 
Ai; always, the crowd was 
offered a set down dinner 
ai Lh e Clinton House by 
their host, Chauncey Lott.. 
.f\s the Climon Republioori 
once noted: "Chauncey 
always does Lhe amiable 
on such occasions." 

The late Esther 
Wi\fo1.ms, a long-time 
DeWitt resident (not to be 
confused with the swim• 
mer of lesser fame ) who 

was. coincidentally. a 
b'Ttttid<laughter of the 
whistling William Webb 
and a great granddaughter 
of Capt Scotl, r{>called 
that t.he fou rth of July eel• 
cbrations of the late 18008 
were "always celebrated in 
l:l big wny wi th Ctl.JlllOllS 

roaring all night bcforo 
and mo.c:t. of thP. day - with 
a big parade of bands, 
horseback rideri; ani.l fon 
makers." 

Esther al.so reco.llcd the 
afternoon horse races on 
Mi:iin street. The dusty dirt 
course, a straight shot 
frum Norris road Lo the 
uptown intersection, with 
its arbor of maples, made a 
wonderful setting to cap­
nfft.ht! afternoon activities. 

£<En C-oi.n is a resident of 
DeWill und the area's pri­
mary hisl.orian. 



Fresh sweet pickles just like Aunt 
Martha (Locher Hill) used to make 

By KEN COIN 

It is perhaps one of the 
toughest lessons to learn 
i11 life but believe me, 
there's no easy road to per-

feet pickles. If you can gag 
down pickles made from a 

,-4. short l,lnd quick recipe · 
~ rnonl rower l.o you. But. if 

~ ;~~c::n;i;let;:~ ~e:! 
proud of: 

l? lo"~;~; :C~;/r~~;e~1:. ~~-~; 
~ ~ i;: ure thing. Ws sure to be 
~ a lot of work but it's also 

,:z. :;c ~~6;t!:~:e:0~ic:~~! 
you'll ever taste. 1 knew it, 
was an old recip<l, bu t 1 
was surpriocd lo recently 
find it amonx .somt! very 
old papers belonging to 
Martha HiU. 'fhut's a good 
endon;crnenl - Martha 
wouldn't push II poor pick­
le! 

Cllp 1mdSave 
Aunt Martha's Yi'D' Best 
~ 

Get small cukes, 
F l{K.9H, l to 4 inches -
wash and scrub but keep 
whole. 

Fill crocks with cukes 
near to top (2-3 gullon 
stoneware crochl. Fi ll 
remaining llp11ce with a 
brine made from l pint 
pickling nit It. J)tlt gaJlon of 
water. PuL a weight.cd 
plat.e on top of crock if 
needed to keep cukes sub­
merged. Let it i::et for a full 
week. hmore foam and 

scum. 
7th day - Drain off 

brine and rinse remaining 
.salt (if a ny) ouLofcrock. 
Cover cukes {in crock) wilh 
boiling wutcr - let st.and 21 
hours. 

8th day - Repeat !"ev­
cnth day except add 1 t.sp. 
alum. 

9th day - Drain off 
wntcr. Cut cukes length­
wise into spears. (Very 
small ones may be kept. 
whole.) Cover with boiling 
water• lei ~t1md 24 hours. 

10th day - Drain and 
cover with syrup: 

• Jn big met.al pan add 
5 pints white vinegar and 
6 pints white sugar (yes, 
6). 

• Bring to a boil. 
• A1so - in a spice bag or 

a pouch_made of.at least 
three layers of cheese 
cloth, add 2 tt:aJSpoon-'> cel­
ery seed, 1 fresh stick of 
cinnamon, 1 box (1 1/2 
ounce) pickling spice. 

{Put lhis wad of spice 
into the syrup each t ime 
it's boiled and tucked down 

int.o t.he cukel'I for 
overnight..) 

Crocluiam"bltied" · 
store them on a cookie 
sheet. 

11th day - PoUJ" syrup 
from crock in to big metal 
pan (throw in spice hae) 
add one cup of sugar and 
bring to a boil. Pour back 
into crock. 

12th day • Repeat 
above, including adding 1 
CUJ'I ,::llgar. 

nth day • Repoat 
above, including adding 1 
cup sugar. 

Uth day • Get your jars 
r eady-

• Pack them tightly 
with pickle& 

• bring .syrup to a boil. 
• Fill remaining space 

in jar with syrup (leaving 
m11yhe 1r.i inch from lip of 
jar) 

• Seal jars according to 
recommended rules of can­
ning (bu~ they don't. need a 
hot water bath). 

Also on 14th day, if 
you have extra or are doing 
.se,•11ral baLc.hes (which I 

would highly recommend) 
some cukes can be ground 
up into rl!fo;h and packed 
the same as the p ickles . 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
nsidPn.t and the area's pri­
mary hisU>ri.an. 
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Long-ago DeWitt photographet's works featured in display 

This view of commercial buildings on the north side of west Main is one of nearly 30 views 
of DeWitt 80 years ago taken by a rediscovered DeWitt photographer, Emery Hamilton. About .20 
ol his phctog,aphs, taken lrom a decidedly male point of view, are curren11y on display at DeWitt 
CityHall. 

"It's a Guy Thing", 1910-1916 Pholograp"IS by Emery Ham~ton on d"isp!ayal DeWitt City Hall. 

ByKENCOIN Ethel's family is weU docu­
mented. Her llfIDldparent.s, 
Lysander and Sarah (Bate­
man) Howe, were pioneer 
settlers of Olive township 
in 1855. 

remainder of their lives. phol.o ox.hibit wiUi a diffc r­
Elhel died in 1934 and was ent s lant and L!I well worth 
buried in U1e'lbmc:r family the visi t to city hl:Ul 

plot of the Merrihew (or I 
North Olive) Cemct.ery on 
Pritt road. 

Lnnsing city directories 
show Emery a resident of 

~t~ressc:'t~1~•~~8. er:~:~! 
rkords and city directories I 
dp not indicate lhat Emery 
and Ethel hud any chil• 

1l~;~~:;~~0
;~:.

0g::~tt 
ad ded to the collect.1011, 
identify a Warrtm and June 
~amillon. Any furthor 
i~formation on the Hamil-

:t~e:~~~- be very much 
Tho photo exhibit,, spon-

6 red by I.he DeWitt Public 
Llbrnry is a unique ID..!Jtoric 

,I 
Less than a year ago a 

box of 5" x 7,. glass-plate 
Ilt'g&.tives, still in an origi­
nal pasteboard box, made 
its way into the local hist()­
ry collection of Lhe DeWitt 
Lihrary. Then, only weeks 
ago, nearly 10 more were 
purclnu;cd from ~he same 
Lansing antiques collect.or. 
Among the negatives are 
about 25 wbjeh can be iden­
tified as having heen taken 
in the DeWitt area OOtween 
1910 and 1916. Luckily, an 
address label on the box 
has lead to the identity of 
the actual photographor, 
Emery Hamilton. 

The tiUe for this exhibit 
wu inspired by the empha­
sis of the photographer's 
work. Subject matter and 
viewi'. in t he collection 
appeared to be scenes and 
people wh..ich were com­
pletely familiar to men of 
that era: The agent at the 
depot; a switch operator; 
tho blacksmith shop; men 
cavorting in front of the 
barber-shop; a gaml;! of 
horseshoes; fishing trips. 
There are also shots of new 
"guy" toys : n snow plow, 
teams of horses, a new 
tractor and lwr.se-drawn 
grocery wagon. 

Follm\ing Lheir mar• t 
riage, U1e Hamiltons lived 
north of DeWitt, apparent,. 

A coller..tion of Hamil­
ton's work, currenUy on 

~:~rila[ -~t-l.~~~~~~ _ ~!~ 

Individually, pho-
t.ogrnphs rarely tell much 
about the photographer. Jr, 
Lhii. instanc'e, where large 
~~•.i~ns of an amat.eor 

ly alternating between 
Ethel's bachelor unclefl, 
Charles and llaniel Howe. 
B_y 1910, when the photog­
raphy hobby lx!gun, they 
wcro living near Alward 
Lake. Emma Turnor, 
Ethe!'1; mother, owned a 
small parcel of land tJ1ere 
on the easl .\lide of Loomi6 
rood. 

About 1918, the Hamil• 
ton's left. De~itt and 
moved to Len~ing where 

~.e! s hared a ~o~e- ~ 

Krn Coin i& a residmt of 
De\¾tt (Ind tl1P area's pri• 
maryhis1orian. 
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Long-aio DeWitt photographer's works featurec 
remainder of their lives. photo exhibit with a di 
Ethel died in 1934 and was ent s.lant, and is weU w 
buried in the Turner family Uic visit to city hall. 
plot of the :Merrihew (or 
'.'-forth Olive) Cemct.er,y on 
Priooroad. 

This view of commercial buildings on the north side oJ ,,,,;est Main Is one oi nearty 30 views 
ol DeWitt 80 years ago taken by a rediscovered □ewm photographer, Emery Hamilton. AboU: 20 
of his photographs, taken from a decidedly male point of view, are currently on display at DeWFtt 
City Hall 

t.an."ing city dirC!etories 
show Emery a resident of 
the Cleveland Street 
address until 1958. Census 
records and city directorieil 
do not indicate that Emery 
and Ethel had any chil­
dren. However, negatives of 
infant children, recently 
added to the collcciion, 
identify a Warren and ,June 
Hamilton. Aii.y further 
information on the Hamil­
tons would be very much 
appreciated 

The photo exhibit, span· 
sored by the DeWitt Public 
I ,ihrary is a unique his toric '·tfs a Guy Thing", 1910-1916 Photographs by Emery Hamilton on display at DeWrtt City Hall. 

By KEN COIN 

Less than a year ago a 
box of 5" x 7" g!Ms-plate 
ncgativeE, still in an origi­
nal pasteboard box, made 
it.s way into the local histo­
ry collection of the DeWitt 
LihrHry. Th en, only weeks 
ago, nearly 10 more were 
purchased from the same 
Lansing antiques collector. 
Among the negatives are 
about 25 which can be iden­
tified as having her.Tl l.akeo 
in the DeWitt area between 
1910 and 1916. Luckily, an 
addre!oa label on the box 
has lead to the identity of 
the actual phot()gT8ph P.r, 
Emery Hamilton 

A collediun uf Hamil­
ton's work, currently on 
display at DeWitt City 
H all, is probably t he first 
time his views hRve ever 
been exhibited. In fact, 
print..:; uf hi;; work are so 
rare that only two are 
known to exist. An original 
copy of the store buildings 
pict11red here (not on exhib­
it) was already in the 
library'i, collection and, sec­
oodly, a print of men loung­
ing on East Main {which 
Hamilton himself titled 
"Hobos of DeWitt") waf' in 
my own collection. 

The title for U1is exhibit 
was inspired by the empha­
sis of the photographer's 
work. Subject matter and 
views in the collection 
appeared to be scenes and 
people which were com­
pletely familiar to men of 
that era: The agent at the 
depot.: a switch operator; 
the blacksmith shop; men 
cavorting in fronl of the 
barber-shop; . a game of 
horseshoes; fishing trips. 
There are also shots of new 
"g uy" toys: a snow plow, 
teams of horses, a new 
tractor and hOTse-drawn 
grocery wagon. 

Individually, pho-
tographs rarely tell much 
about the photographer. In 
this instance, where large 
portious of an amat.eur 
photographer's ,work 
remain intact, we can see 
80 years ago into his world, 
through his own eyes and 
study the scenes he 
thought worthy of captur­
ing for posterity. 

Very little is known 
about Emery Hamilton. He 
was born in 1874 and was 
married about 1897 lo 
"Ethel Tu mer of Olive town· 
ship, a daughter of Silas 
and ~:mma (Howe) 'Turner. 
In contrast to Emery, 

Ethel's fa mily is well docu- .. 
mented. Her grandparents, 
Ly.sander and Sarah (Bate­
man) Howe, were pioneer 
settlers of Olive toWTiship 
in 1855. 

Foll owing U1eir mar· 
riage, the Hamiltons lived 
north of DeWitt, apparent• 
ly alternating between 
Ethel's bachelor uncles, 
Charles and Daniel Howe. 
By 1910, when the photog­
raphy hobby began, they 
were living near Alward 
Lake. ~imma 'furner, 
Ethel's mother, owned a 
small parcel u.f hmd there 
on the ea.at side of Loomis 
road 

About 1918, the Hamil­
ton's left DeWitt and 
mu\·ed to LansinJ!; where 
they shared a home on 
Hickory street with Ethel's 
mother. For several years 
Emery worked at the REO 
factory until the depression 
when h~ got a job for the 
W.P.A. 

In 1920, they moved to 
nearby Cleveland Street 
where they spent the 



Short hair was considered taboo back in the early 1900's l 
Women said to be mentally 
ill for havin bobbed hair 
JJwi,f1L ~~YKEN COIN 

I <t ~I lt; t; ~ F Ip . 
For men and women alike, a head of hair (or lack, 

thereof) is probably one of our most instantly recogniz­
able features. As such, we think nothing of frequently 
altering that "look" by a quick trip to an expensive salon, 
the local Curl-Up and Dye or by taking a chance with an 
in-home job. But, to women of just a few generations ago, 
what we would now consider a routine cut could send 
shockwaves reverberating throughout _the community. 

Some time ago BonI).ie Ward passed along to me a clip­
ping that she found in her grandmother's scrapbook. Her 
grandmother, Maud Cutler, was herself an early "bobbed" 
hair gal and probably did not take this pastor's soul-sav­
ing message with the piousness it was intended. · 

Hair Bobbing Described by English Clergyman 
Portsmouth, England October 18, 1915 
Women who bob their hair are committing "sexual sui­

cide", believes the Rev. C. F Aspinwall, vicar of St. 
Barth~lomew's Church. 

"They are suffering from mental disease akin to luna­
cy." he wrote in the current issue of the parish magazine. 
"It is the greatest sin committed by women since Eve took 
the apple in Eden." · · 

"Can anyone imagine a woman less like what God 
intended her to appear than with a short. cropped head, 
horn-rimmed spectacles, a man's waist-coat, arms burned 
a nasty copper color .... ?" 

It was a shocking event to have a young lady in one's 
family cut her hair. Smoking cigarettes could remain pri­
vate; sexual indiscretions could remain .... well, discrete; 
but cut hair was right out there for everyone to ·see 
(except on Sunday when women had to wear a hat to 
church). 

My grandmother bobber her hair about 1918 when 
she left the farm to become a ribbon apd lace clerk at 

. . J.W. Knapp's department store in Lansing. Being a big 
city working girls must have given her a new sense of 
independence? Rebelliousness? Wickedness even? What­
ever the reason, she brought the shorn locks home with 
her, perhaps in case'she changed her mind and needed to 

An unidentified area woman, lacking common decen­
cy, flaunts her hew "bobbed" hair. Courtesy of the · DeWitt 
Public Library. 

weave it back in place. 
Nearly 80 years later I still have it (No, I'm not kid­

ding), a two foot long, brilliant ·red. ponytail, in a paper 
bag in the closet. I realize it verges on disgusting (OK, 
maybe it even crosses the line) but, my list of family heir­
looms only goes downhill from there. 

Someday I plan t0 get it out, hand it to my daughter 
and take great pleasure in watching her come right out 
of her skin. Then, after I've had my little fun, I want her 
to understand and maybe appreciate all· the options and 
choices available to her. Choices that_l~~makers, clergy 

I 

and the people next door did not allow women to enjoy 
only a few generations ago. ' 

Ken Coin is a resident of De Witt an the area's primar) 
historian. · 
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Scott Street home has long history in De Witt 
BY KEN COIN 

The earliest record of 
this old home comes from 
the tax assessment rolls of 
1854 which note that 
Christopher Leffingwell 
was paying the property 
tax on this property which 
included a "house and 
barn." But the history of 
this Greek Revival-style 
home probably dates back 
some years earlier. 

In 1843, the Scott fami­
ly altered their original 
plat of the village by 
scratching out River 
street (supposed to run 
parallel betwe~n Wash­
ington street and the 
river) and the southern 
extensions of Scott, Hicko­
ry, Logan and West (now 
Wilson) streets. In 184 7, 
Charles Scott sold the 
Clinton House hotel and 
with it a tract of village 
lots which included where 
the Ward home would 
later be built. 

It is my belief that Milo 
& Caroline Turner, the 
new hotel owners; built the 
Ward house during the 
summer of 184 7 then sold 

it, along with the hotel to 
Nelson Alport the following 
fall. Alport attempted to 
sell the tavern and house 
on Scott Street in 1852 to 
Charles . Cliffon;l but the 
deal, apparently, went sour. 
Nelson Alport, and a grcfup 
of Clifford's other creditors 
tried to recoup their losses 
and Attorney Leffingwell, 
representing Alport's inter­
ests, continued to pay the 
property taxes until the 
dispute was settled. 

Horace L. Marshall, an 
early New Albany black­
smith, bought the house in 

_ 1858. He had come to 
Dewitt from the town of 
Salem in Washtenaw 
County in the early 1840s 
as a young widower with 
several children_ He mar­
ried Ruth G. Cain, a widow 
with several children of 
her own, and between "his, 
her's and their's" the fami­
ly consisted of at least nine 
children. That may seem 
excessive for a house this 
size, but DeWitt houses, at 
that time, didn't come 
much larger. 

The Marshall family 
weathered many storms in 

this house including 
Horace's serious drinking 
problem. Things became so 
bad at one point that the 
township prohibited mer­
chants and innkeepers 
from selling liquor to 
Horace Marshall, John A. . 
Smith or William Huggett. 
Twice, Horace lost the 
house to foreclosure mort­
gages and twice again for 
unpaid taxes. 

Through persistence 
and fortitude, Horace's 
children managed to rally 
during these hard times 
and the house remained 
their family home until 
1901. At least five of the 
Marshall children died in 
their youth or as young 
adults but three that lived 
long and prosperous lives 
include: John C. Marshall, 
a local civil war veteran 
who married Mary 
Woodruff and had only one I 
child, EmeQry J. ( who 
became a highly successful 
physician at Marshall, 
Michigan); Frances Mar­
shall, who married Elisha 
Pike and became a pioneer 
of Cheboygan County; and 
Amanda Marshall, who 

married Addison A. 
Woodruff and became the 
"grandmother" of De Witt's 
Woodruff family. 

In 1912, Andrew L. 
Eldridge came to DeWitt 
as a new partner in the 
hardware store. A son of 
Bengal township pioneers, 
Darius and Lucinda 
(Drake) Eldridge, he was 
soon followed to De Witt by 
two sisters, Mary (Mrs. 
Richard Havens) and 
Sophronia (Mrs. Ira Ward). 

It was Ira and Sophro­
nia Ward's son Eddie 
(and his wife Ruby) who 
actually purchased the 
former Marshall home 

' 
from Victor Clavey in 
1919. Over the years the 
Ward family built the 
two additional homes 
which face Scott street, 
making both a close-knit 
family and neighbor­
hood. For the old Mar­
shall house, · however, ­
Gaylord and Marjorie 
(Bradfield) Ward were 

the next generation to 
raise their family here. 
Their son, Brad, with his 
family and Aunt Ira, are 
now the current resi­
dents. 

Ken Coin is a resident of 
De Witt and the area's pri­
mary historian. 
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Scott Street home has long history in Dt 
BYKENCOIN 

The earliest record of 
this old home comes from 
the tax assessment rolls of 
1854 which note that 
Christopher Leffingwell 
was paying -the property 
tax on this property which 
included a "house and 
barn." But the history of 
this Greek Revival-style 

' home probably dates back 
some years earlier. 

In 1843, the Scott fami­
ly altered their original 
plat of the village by 
scratching out River 
street (supposed to rup. 
parallel between Wash­
ington street and the 
river) and the southern 
extensions of Scott, Hicko--
ry, Logan and West (now 
Wilson) streets. In 1847, 
Charles ~cott sold the 
Clinton House hotel and 
with it a tract of village 
lots which included where 
tlie Ward home wou-ld 
later be built. 

It is my belief that Milo 
& Caroline Turner, the 
new hotel owners; built the 
Ward house during the 
summer of 184 7 then sold 

it, along with the hotel to 
Nelson Alport the following 
fall. Alport attempted to 
sell the tavern and house 
on Scott Street in 1852 to 
Charles Cliffon;I but the 
deal, apparently, went sour. 
Nelson Alport, and a group 
of Clifford's other creditors 
tried to recoup their losses 
and Attorney Leffingwell, 
representing Alport's inter­
ests, continued to pay the 
property t axes until the 
dispute was settled. 

Horace L_ Marshall, an 
early New Albany black­
smith, bought the house in 

. 1858. He had come to 
Dewitt from the town of 
Salem in Washtenaw 
County in the early 1840s 
as a young widower with 
several children. He mar­
ried Ruth G. Cain, a widow 
with several children of 
her own, and between "his, 
her's and their's" the fami­
ly consisted of at least nine 
children. That may seem 
excessive for a house this 
size, but DeWitt houses, at 
that time, didn't come 
much larger. 

The Marshall family 
weathered many storms in 

this house including 
Horace's serious drinking 
problem. Things became so 
bad at one point that the 
township prohibited mer­
chants and innkeepers 
from selling liquor to 
Horace Marshall, John A. 
Smith or William Huggett. 
Twice, Horace lost the 
house to foreclosure mort­
gages and twice again for 
unpaid taxes. · 

Through persistence 
and fortitude, Horace's 
children managed to rally 
during these hard times 
and the house remained 
their family home until 
1901. At least five of the 
Marshall children died in 
their _youth or as young 
adults but three that lived 
long and prosperous lives 
include: John C. Marshall, 
a local civil war veteran 
who married Mary 
Woodruff and had only one 
child, Eme2ry J. (who 
becam~ a highly successful 
physician at Marshall, 
Michigan); Frances Mar­
shall, who married Elisha 
Pike and became a pioneer 
of Cheboygan County; and 
Amanda Marshall, who 

Smack-dab in the center of what should be the intersection of Scott and Water streets 
stands the old home of Brad and Pam (VanEpps) Ward at 300 E. Scott. Photo by Karen Faust. 

married Addison A. 
Woodruff and became the 
"grandmother" of DeWitt's 
Woodruff family. 

In 1912, Andrew L. 
Eldridge came to DeWitt 
as a new partner in the 
hardware store. A son of 
_Bengal-township pioneers, 
Darius and Lucinda 
(Drake) Eldridge, he was 
soon followed to DeWitt by 
two sisters, Mary (Mrs. 
Richard Havens) and 

. Sophronia (Mrs. Ira Ward). 
It was Ira and Sophro­

nia Ward's son Eddie 
(and his wife Ruby) who 
actually purchased the 
former Marshall home 

from Victor Clavey 
1919. Over the years t 
Ward family built t 
two additional horr 
which face Scott stre 
making both a close-k1 
family and neighb, 
hood. For the old Mi 
shall house, · howev 
Gaylord and Marjo: 
(Bradfield) Ward WE 



8 Sunday, September 22, 1996 Community DeWitt-Bath Review 

8!~~™ ch!!~oo~nu~~eeo!!.~!:~ h!~~~~~F. f :.'~!!!"P;~~~!~d. 
cow, floundered in the older years she was hailed history of the town his d~nts of Capt. David and ' Ken Coin is a resident of 
mud,tripped over logs and, by Macomb County histori- Grandfather Scott found- E'.unice Scott are currently DeWitt and, is the area's 
in general, tried to find a ans as "a happy and cheer- ed. If you11 recall last win- b ing sought out in Lans- primary historip,n. 

It's been some time 
since we visited the family 
of De Witt's founders, Capt . . 
David and Eunice (Forbes) 
Scott. The identity of a 
sixth child, Susan, came 
my way ·some time ago, but 
it was only recently that I 
did any follow-up research. 

In the fall of 1824, 26 
year-old Norman Perry 
ventured out from his fam­
ily home in LeRoy, New 
York and made the long 
tre_k to the Michigan terri­
tory. East of Romeo, he 
located an 80-acre parcel of 
wilderness land which he 
found to his liking. At this 
site, he felled enough trees 
to construct a crude log 
cabin, complete with the 
standard split-log pun­
cheon floor and shake roof 
He managed to clear four 
acres of land before the 
coming of winter. He 
returned that winter to his 
parent's home in LeRoy 
and shortly thereafter 
found himself at Capt. 
David Scott's doorstep, 
vying for the affection of 
his eldest daughter. 

Susan Scott, or "Sukey" 
as she was commonly 
called, was born at the 
family's old home of Shore­
ham, Vermont on February 
21, 1802. As a young girl 
her family moved to Gene-
3ee- County, New York. 
After a short _stay,- they 
moved on to Cattaraugus 

path that would take them ful old lady, full of neigh- ter when I wrote about the 
to Royal Oak and from borly deeds and kindness" Munro sisters; in particu-
there to Norman's home and "a women of a large lar Betsey Munro who 
site near Romeo. and well balanced brain". married De Witt's miller, 

The bridal suite in their The Perry's had seven Parker Webber. Well, about 
pew home was described children, all of whom lived 1870, Norton Perry visited 
as a loft in the cabin with a to adulthood: Delia (Mrs. DeWitt and soon after , 
pile of fresh boughs for a John Selleck), Ozni, Ellen · married the , Webber's 
mattress. Their first night (Mrs. James · Sanford), daughter Alice. 
in their new home was sec- Manly, Norman, Norton Norton and Alice may 
ondarily eventful in that • and Marshall. Of these, well have then lived in 
the newly purchased cow most remained in Macomb DeWitt for a long time, but 
was apparently not . well- County except Ellen San- by 1880 they had moved to 
content with it's new home. ford who went with her Lansing where Norton 
It walked · back home to · husband to California and bought out the old Haugh­
Detroit. Norman pursued eventually settled in Char- awout grocery on Turner 
it for over 20 miles the fol- lott_e, Michigan, and Mar- Street. Their daughter 
lowing day but eventually shall is believed to have · Alice married Lansing 
gave up the chase when he moved to Lansing. attorney T. Rogers Lyons. 
realized the cow was mov- It is the Perry's son Nor- Through the discovery 
ing at a faster pace than / 
himself. 

Their homestead was 
eventua\}y enlarged to 320 
acres, located two and a 
half miles east of Romeo. 
Norman Perry became a 
member of the Territorial 
Militia and was several 
times promoted.- In 1830 
he was made a Captain by 
Gen. Lewis Cass and made 
Lieutenant Colonel in 
1832 by Gov. Stevens T. 

·Mason. 
Norman and Sukey 

remained on their home­
stead for the rest of their 
lives. Norman died . there,: 
July 19, 1880 and Sukey, 

\ 
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By KEN COIN 

It's been some time 
since we visited the family 
of De Witt's founders, Capt .. 
David and Eunice (Forbes) · 
Scott. The identity of a 
sixth child, Susan, came 
my way -some time ago, but 
it was only recently that I 
did any follow-up research. 

In the fall of 1824, 26 
year-old Norman Perry 
ventured out from his fam-

- ily home in LeRoy, New 
York and made the long 
tr~k to the Michigan terri­
tory. East of · Romeo, he 
located an 80-acre parcel of 
wilderness land which he 
found to his liking. At this 
site, he felled · enough trees 
to construct a crude log 
cabin, complete with the 

_standard split-l(!g Q_un­
cheon floor and shake roof. 
He managed to clear four 
acres of land before the 
coming of winter. He 
returned that winter to his 
parent's home in LeRoy 
and shortly thereafter 
found himself at Capt. 
David Scott's doorstep, 
vying for the affection of 
his eldest daughter. 

Susan Scott, or "Sukey" 
as she was commonly 
called, was born at the 
family's old home of Shore­
ham, Vermont on February -
21, 1802. As a young girl 
her family moved to Gene­
see- County, New York. 
After a short ,stay,- they 
_!lloved on to Cattaraugus 

plus Reuben Smith and the 
cow, floundered in the 

. mud, tripped over logs and, 
in general, tried to find a 
path that would take them 
to Royal Oak and from 
-there to Norman's home 
site near Romeo. 

The bridal suite in their 
p_ew home was described 
as a loft in the cabin with a 
pile of fresh boughs for a 
mattress. Their first night 
in their new home was sec­
ondarily eventful in that 
the newly purchased cow 
was apparently not . well­
content with it's new home. 

-on July 3, 1894. In her 
older years she was hailed -
by Macomb County histori­
ans as "a happy and cheer­
ful old lady, full of neigh­
oorly deeds and kindness" 
and "a women of a large 
and well balanced brain". 

The Perry's had seven 
children, all of whom lived 
to adulthood: Delia (Mrs. 
John Selleck), Ozni, Ellen · 
(Mrs. James · Sanford), 
Manly, Norman, Norton 

, and Marshall. Of these, 
most remained in Macomb 
County except Ellen San­
ford who went with her 
husband t~nia and 
eventually settled in Char­
lotte, Michigan, and Mar­
shall is believed to have 
moved to Lansing. 

It is the Perry's son Nor-

It walked back home to 
Detroit. Norman pursued 
it for over 20 miles the fol­
lowing day but eventually 
gave up the chase when he 
realized the cow was mov­
ing at a faster pace than 
himself. r 

Their homestead was 
eventua\}y enlarged to 320 
acres, located two and a I 
half miles east of Romeo. 
Norman Perry became a 
member of the Territorial 
Militia and was several 
times promoted.· In 1830 
he was made a Captain by 
Gen. Lewis Cass and made 
Lieutenant Colonel in 
1832 by Gov. Stevens T. 

·Mason. 
Norman and Sukey 

remained on their home­
stead for the rest of their 
lives. Norman died .there, · 
July 19, 1880 and Sukey, 

. county (but · remained ___________ _ 

there only six months) . 
then bac!k to LeRoy in 
Genesee cm,lnty. In March 
of 1825, Norman .and 
Sukey were married and " 
_ immediately set out for 

- Norman's new homestead 
in the Michigan territory. 

!fhey traveled by te~m 
with Norman's friend, 
Reuben Smith to Buffalo 
where they took passage 

· on the steamer "Superior" 
which carried them "up the 
lake" to Detroit. Th~re they 
purchased a cow which 
also accompanied them the 
rest of their journey. For 
two days the· newlyweds . 

ton who ties back into the 
history of the town his 
Grandfa.ther Scott found­
ed. If you'll recall last win­
ter when I wrote about the 
Munro sisters; in particu­
lar Betsey Munro who 
married DeWitt's miller, 
Parker Webber. Well, about 
1870, Norton Perry visited 
DeWitt and soon after , 
married the · Webber's 
daughter Alice. 

Norton and Alice may 
well have then lived in 
De Witt for a long time, but 
by 1880 they had moved to 
Lansing where Norton 
bought out the old Haugh, 
awout grocery on Turner 

·Street. , Their daughter 
Alice married Lansing 
attorney T. Rogers Lyons. 

Through the discovery 

-of the Perry family, des< 
dants of Capt. Davi~ 1 

Eunice Scott are curre1 
being sought out in :Li: 
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Collins ho01e is unique in its history -
ByKENCOIN 

The DeWitt area is dotted with many lovely farm 
homes. One of the most interesting in terms of its history 
and style, is the old Collins home on Solon road. Older 
area residents may remember it as Louis and Estella 
farm. They bought it about 1910 and it remained in their 
family for many years. But let's go back to the beginning: 

In 1845, J~es and Margaret Collins 
migrated to De Witt and pioneered a homestead 
which lay south of Solon Road and east of Turn­
er Road. They were both Irish immigrants who 

· had married in New York state in 1835 and 
had come to Michigan about 1840, settling first 
at Marshall. 

Upon their arrival at DeWitt the Collins 
family, which by then consisted of about five 
children plus the parents, stayed for a time 
with the neighboring Hewitt family ( whom, I 
believe, they had previously known in Steuben 
County, New Yor~) in an empty log cabin on 
the Hewitt farm. 

Among James' first priorities was raising 
what was described as "a substantial house of 

· logs" on his new farm. After clearing a small 
spot for crops; he surprised his neighbors by 
planting garden products for his household use 
instead of the common cash crop of wheat. 'I)le 
family worked many years to clear the land and 
transform it into a productive farm. 

period, this one was not built by a German family rela­
tively new to the area. This was an Irish family which 
had been here for over thirty years. Very few of the early 
pioneer. families ever built beyond the basic upright and 
wing frame farmhouse. (Too much inbred Puritanism.} 

Thirdly, and most significantly, while most such 
homes were built to house proportionally large families, 
William was a bachelor! This huge house, with spacious 

James died in 1960 at just under 56 years of 
age; a respectable "old age" for the period. Mar-
garet, sixteen years younger than him, would The stately old Collins house, one of DeWitt's finest Victorian 
outlive him by twenty-five years. Of their large homes, at the intersection of Solon and Myers roads. Photo by John Hill. 
family, seven have been accounted for; William, 
James, John, Catherine "Kate", Mary (who married 
Edmund Hewitt), Alice and Margaret. (One of the later 
two married a White and the other a Murphy.) 

Of the three sons, James died in infancy and John died 
at age 29 in 1866. His is thought to have been a veteran of 
the Civil War which may have been a factor in his early 
death, leaving brother William as head of the family. 

In 1876 William Collins had the large brick residence 
built upon his family farm, a: circumstance unique in sev­
eral respects. First, although large brick homes were not 
unusual in DeWitt, this one, architecturally speaking, 
was of a very modem design. Others in the , beautiful 
in their own-right, were more conservative. This house is 
definitely not the "same old house - covered with brick." 

Secondly, unlike most of the other brick homes of the 

rooms (and plenty of them) was built for himself, his wid­
owed mother and his unmarried sister Kate; a lot of house 
for three people to get lost in. 

The Collins' did not long enjoy the new home. Soon 
after it was built . William was elected county sheriff and 
he moved to St. Johns. His mother Margaret and sister 
Kate joined him and the three of them made their home 
together for a number of years. Margaret" died in 1885 in 
St. Johns and William, in 1915, with Kate following in 
1928. 

Perhaps they shot their wad on bricks and mortar -
William and his mother Margaret are both buried in the 
DeWitt cemetery in unmarked graves. 

Ken Coin is a resident of DeWitt and the area's-primary 
historian. 
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Main Street home belonged to first Webbs in De W\tt 

One of the earliest homestead sites in DeWitt (indeed, in all of Central Michigan) the 
pioneer home of William and Esther (Utley) Webb at 3580 W. Howe Rd. dates back to 
1835. Photo by Karen Faust. 

BY KEN COIN 

In 1835, William Webb 
purchased 1 70 · a<;res of 
government land (the 
southwest quarter of sec­
tion 6) and soon after, with 
his new bride, Esther 
Utley, they moved up from 
Plymouth, /Wayne County. 
Upon arriving at the Scott 
settlement they we1:e 
taken in by the Chauncey 
Ferguson family whose 
homestead adjoined to the 
east. The Webbs remained 
with the Fergusons for 

four weeks while a tempo­
rary log shanty was erect­
ed on their own land. 

The Webb family held 
the distinction of being the 
fourth to settle in DeWitt 
township . The fifth family 
came in rapid succession 
by the next-day arrival of 
Ephriam and Sarah 
(Yerkes) Utley (Ephriam 
being either Esther Webb's 
brother or uncle.) The 
Utleys settled across from 

. the Webbs on the south 
side of Howe. 

On a pleasant knoll in 

the southeast ·corner of his 
land, William Webb even­
tually erected a comfort­
able log cabin which, . it 
has been often noted, 
boasted a puncheon floor. 
Yes, .this is the William 
Webb of whistling fame 
whose puckered lips con­
stituted the_ entire ·orches­
tra for a Fourth of July 
ball in pioneer times. (At 
this early period with no 
milled lumber to be had 
anywhere in central 
Michigan, settlers wishing 
to take the extra effort 

could substitute the com­
mon dirt floor with one of 
the logs laid side by side 
and hacked with an ax 
until the surface was near­
ly flat.) 

Over the years as the 
wilderness gave way to a 
highly productive farm, 
their , log home was 
replaced by . a frame house 
which was then expanded 
numerous times to accom­
modate a growing family. 
'l'he rear portion of the 
current home dates back 
well ·over a hundred -and 
thirty years while the two- • 
story front portion appears 
to have been added in the . 
early' 1880's. -

Besides . a _ daughter 
Lorena who died as a baby, 
the Webbs had four chil-
dren: Jane "J·ennie", 
Frank, Edward, and 
Byron. An interesting note 
about the three brothers is 
the fact that they married 
three sisters; all daughters 
of Charles and Julia 
(Terry) Scott. (That had to 
be confusing for everyone 
concerned!) Frank married 
Viroquia "Otie"; Edward; 
Eunice "Eliza"; and Byron, 
Nellie. Charles and Julia 
Scott had no son to offer 
the Webb boys' sister Jen­
nie so she had to fend else­
where fo1· -· her "Scott", a 

-- ... --

son of Sylvester and 
Sophronia (Cooley) Scott. 

William Webb died in 
1881 and Esther followed 
in 1900. Both are buried 
in the DeWitt cemetery, as 
are most of their children 
and grandchildren. 
Although none of the 
Webb descendants remain 
in DeWitt, many 'still 
reside in the Lansing 
area. 

Now, I hear you asking, 
"Is that how Webb Road 
got its name?" The answer 
is "No".· Webb Road was 
named for the Newton and 
Phebe (Huyck) Webb fami­
ly who lived where the 

Stone House .at Prairie 
Creek Golf Course is now 
located. There's no connec 
tion with William Webb 
Likewise, there's no know 
connection with anothe1 
William Webb family 
which lived northeast of 
DeWitt; noi· with th() 
Sheffield Webb family 
which lived north of town, 
nor the Joseph Webb fami­
ly .... 

Suffice it to -say· that a 
hundred and twenty years 
ago DeWitt was just crawl­
ing with Webbs. But it's 
the family of William and 
Esthe_r Webb who were 
here first. 
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River valleys attract early ~ettlers in Clinton County 
BY KEN COIN · delicacy which the women .. not quite) impossible. The in the county that year; 

(The basis of this article 
was prepared in 1989 for 
the Clinton County News 
as part of a series honoring 
the county's sesquicenten­
nial). 

Long before the settlers 
came up from the south; 
long before the Coureur du 
Bois plied the waterways 
of the Maple, Looking 
Glass and Grand River_s, 
these river valleys were 
dotted with many perma­
nent and transient vil­
lages. One such village was 
actually more a unit of peo­
ple than an exact geo­
graphic spot. The early 
traders along La Riviere 
du Plain (later renamed 
the · "Maple River") made 
note of the village of the 
tribe of Makitoquet. 
(Located in what w-0uld 
later be the northwest 
quarter of section three, 
Essex Township.) 

Ensign's 1880 History of 
Shiawassee and Clinton 
Counties relates that Mak­
itoquet's band was large 
and comprised several vil­
lages along the river in 
both Essex and Lebanon 
townships. The one in sec­
tion three of Essex was 
termed the most "ancient". 

Aside from the Cush-
- way-Campau trading post 

at the rapids of the Maple, 
that area saw little activity 
of white settlement until 
1834 when Daniel Barker 
ancl familv entered the 

Bridget (Kearney) Piggott, a native of County Tipper­
ary, Ireland. By age 12 the Potato Famine in Ireland had 
left her an orphan; at age 13 she came by herself to Ameri­
ca; by age 20 she was a pioneer in Clinton County, feasting 
on quail with her Indian friends at Chief Makitoquet's town 
on the Maple River. 

tagowish (referred _to by 
Ensign's book as a "sub­
chief', a kind oflieutenant 
to Makitoquet" and "their 
speaker") purchased more 
lands in the same section. 

Later, on the 31 of the 

This land included the 
area earlier referred to as 
the "ancient" village of this 
tribe. 

Though there appears 
to be no record of a land 
purchase in section 19 of 

of the tribe cured by hang- records, at best, are Wintagowish, then in his 
ing them from the top extremely 'rare. · Ensign's 60's and an aged man by 
poles within the wigwam history records only one the standards of the times. 
;where they were. smoked additional family in the In his household are a 
from the fire within the tribe, ''Aiken, the half- . woman in her 50's and two 
hut.. · breed with his two ·wives", girls both under five years 
I Aside from the land (possibly Achan Lemangi- of age. 
records, piecing together er). Surprisingly, Rev. Man-
I 
fhe subsequent changes of The 1840 federal census asseh Hickey, a missionary 
f his tribe is close to (but lists only one Indian family See Coin, page 19 



BYKENCOIN 

(The basis of this article 
was prepared in 1989 for 
the Clinton County News 
as part of a series honoring 
the county's sesquicenten­
nial). 

Long before the settlers 
came up from the south; 
long before the Coureur du 

· Bois plied the waterways 
of the Maple, Looking 
Glass and Grand Rivers, 
these river valleys were 
dotted with many perma­
nent and transient vil­
lages. One such village was 
actually more a unit of peo­
ple than an exact geo­
graphic spot. The early 
traders along La Riviere 
du Plain (later renamed 
the "Maple River") made 
note of th~ village of the 
tribe of Makitoquet. 
(Located in what w.ould 
later be the northwest 
quarter of section three, 
Essex Township.) 

Ensign's 1880 History of 
Shiawassee and Clinton 
Counties relates that Mak­
itoquet's band was large 
and comprised several vil­
lages along the river in 
both Essex and Lebanon 
townships. 'Phe one ·n sec­
tion three of Essex was 
termed· the most "ancient". 

Aside from the Cush-
- way-Campau trading post 

at the rapids of the Maple, 
· that area saw little activity 

of white settlement until 
1834 when Daniel Barker 
and family entered the 
area and made a settle­
ment well to the south in 
section 30 of Lebanon:. As 
the Barker's were not soon 
followed by any further 
settlers, the incident prob­
ably made little of an 
impression on Makito­
quet's tribe. 

But .something must 
have triggered caution in 
the minds of the tribe for 
in the early part of 1837 
they began a systematic 
purchase of lands; their 
own lands which they had 
lived on for gei1erations. 
On Jan. 10, 1837, Baptiste 
Makitoquet and Etiene 
Lemorandiere purchased 
lands in section 14 of 
Lebanon at the govern­
ment land office at Ionia. 
The following day, Win-

Bridget (Kearney) Piggott, a native of County Tipper­
ary, Ireland. By age 12 the Potato Famine in Ireland had 
left her an orphan; at age 13 she came by herself to Ameri­
ca; by age 20 she was a pioneer in Clinton County, feasting 
crn qua:n with er lnaian rien s a C Ie al<itoquet's town 
on the Maple River. 

tagowish (referred _to by 
Ensign's book as a . "sub­
chief', a kind of lieutenant 
to Makitoquet" and "their 
speaker") purchased more 
lands in the same section. 

Later, on the 31 of the 
same month, Baptiste 
Makitoquet made a second 
purchase; this time in sec­
tion 12. On the same day, 
three other Indians, hither­
to not associated with 
Makitoquet's tribe; pur­
chased lands in the same 
section. The three men's 
names were: Pewamo, Tan­
wasome and Kawyawsome, 
all . r esidents of Clinton 
County. The first named of 
these inen should read 
familiar to all area resi­
dents as Pewamo village 
was given his name in 
1859. 

The last known pur­
chase by this group was 
made in section three of 
Essex, dated February 1, 
1841, the purchaser listed 
as Wabecake Makitoguet. 

This land included the 
area earlier referred to as 
the "ancient'' village of this 
tribe. 

Though there appears 
to be no record of a land 
purchase in section 19 of 
Lebanon this tribe (or a 
smaller portion perhaps) is 
widely recorded as having 
a longstanding village or 
enc~mpment there on the 
hill southeast of Mather­
ton. 

Bridget (Kearney) Pig­
gott related memories that 
as a young bride in the late 
1850s, she often accompa­
nied her husband Charles, • 
walking from their home­
stead in section 25, clear 
across the township to 
Matherton to purchase sta­
ples and supplies. While 
her husband went into the 
Matherton settlement, she 
enjoyed staying at the 
Indian village where she 
visited with ·the women of 
the tribe. She remembered 
eating quail, an apparent 

of the 
ing them 
poles wi 
where the_ 
from the 
hut. 

records, a 
extremely rare. 
history records 
additional famil 
tribe, ''Aiken, 
breed with his 
(possibly Achan J Aside from e land 

records. piecing together 
the suh..-:equent changes of 
this tribe is close to (but 

Coin 
Continued from page 14 

er). · 

The 1840 fedeTI 
lists only one IndiJ 

to the. Michigan -Indians, 
recorded that at the time 
of his visit to Wabecake 
Makitoquet's village in the 
summer of 1847, - there 
were s-ciine forty . to fifty . 
families living there. A 
sharp contradiction to the 
federal census records of 
1850 which list only three 
Indian families at the vil­
lage. They include: 

Achan Lamanger (alias 
Atiene Lemangier) age 39, 
a merchant with no spouse 
but three sons: Alexander 
(14) Fawder (? ) (7) and 
Achan, Jr. (9 months ) and 
one daughter Sophia (8). 

Waubekakak · 
(Wabecake Makitoquet?) 
aged 35 with his wife 
Mary (30) and three sons: 
Nosea, · Georje (11), 
William (6) and ·Kabamza 
(8); tow daughters: Nosea 
(13) and Mary (2) and one 
additional _adult woman, 
Sarah Waubekakak, age 
50. (The head of the house 
is listed as simply 
"Waubekakak" yet all the 
other members are listed 
with Waubekakak as their 
surname. 

William · Mactoket 
(Makitoquet?) age 20, with 
two boys, Ninna (12) and 
Peter (9) and a girl (16). 

The federal census of 
1860 lists -none of these 
families; nor, for that mat­
ter, any Indians in Clinton 
County. Were they over­
looked? Had they moved 
on? It's my belief that they 

· moved far north to Emmet 
county but that research 
will have to wait. 

. Ken Coin is a resident 
of De Witt and the area's 
primary historian._ 
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.Allen falllily members are1 e3rly settlers ill De Witt 
. · ~ 'Ii' 6-t-L .... 

P• _J: ·1 He1 may irell have had a :Caura Jane and Gilbert. village cemetery, he now 
lOileef lamI Y faihily pr!or to h/s mar- Like the Allens, Henry counts among the large 

, .J: riage to Lucy Allen in 1833 bett; following his number of 1812 veterans . 
"tfall10fffiS (Sqe beidg considerably death in 1861, was buried. buried in DeWitt. 

-wilderness 
into farm 

BY KEN COIN 

Among the early set­
tlers to DeWitt was the 
Allen family, which settled 
south of the Scott settle­
ment. Barna ·"Barney" 
Allen, a veteran of the War 
of 1812, settled here as 
early as 1837. A native of 
W;;ishington Co., NY; Bar­
ney was married· about 
1804 to Betsey Heath, (it'.s 
recorded as Heath but I 

- think it was actually Hath) . 
and following his service in 
the War of 1812, the Allen's 
migrated to Niagara coun­
ty. 

After arriving m 
DeWitt, Barney and Bet­
sey wen~ organizers of the 
Baptist community i:µ 
D_eWitt where their close 
association with fellow 
members is believed . to 
have also followed farp.ily 
ties. They undoubtedly 
were the parents of several 
of the younger pioneer cou­
ples in the area but, to 
date, only two of their chil­
dren have been confirmed: 
George and Lucy. 

Barney and Betsey were 
unusually old compared to 
most pioneer of the period. 

oth were · t eir earlv 

The pioneer farm home of George and Margaret 
(Laughlin) Allen. This late G_reek Revival style home, likely 
built in the late 1850s, is located on the south side of Clark 
Road, west of Schavey. Photo by Jennifer Vincent 

to Michigan, renting a 
large farm near Plymouth. 
Upon their arrival in 
DeWitt they took up an 80-
acrce farm on the south side 
of Clark road, west of 
Schavey, transforming it 
from wilderness to a pro­
ductive farm. They had 
only two children, Oscar 
and Mary Jane, but also 
raised an adopted daugh­
ter, Jane Harper (of Bengat 
Township) who later mar­
ried Sylvester Moon. 

Geor'ge and Margaret 
built the house, still stand­
i~g on their old homestead, 
in the late 1850s. 

It remained their hoine 
nntil <1-Anra '~ rlt:1~t.h in 

About a half mile east 
of Schavey, also on the 
south side of Clark, was 
the farm of Henry and 
Lucy (Allen) Chappell. The 
evidence is still scant as to 
whether this Lucy was 
actually Barney· and Bet­
sey's -daughter. Age and 
local proximity would indi­
cate it, but there ,was also 
a Lucy Allen who married 
Adam Laughlin (a brother 
to Margaret (Laughlin) 
Allen) of Bengal township. 
(Perhaps the ·two Lucy's 
were actually one in the 
same.) 

Like Barney Allen, 
Henry Chappell too was a 
v t1>r,::;~., nf th<> W<ir n 1 ~ 1?. 

youmger than he.). They in the township cemetery Ken Coin is a resident of 
had at lea~t five children: on Schavey · Road. Later . De Witt and the · area's pri­
A➔y, Gardner, Enoch, being transferred to. the mary historian. 

_..--A · ---- -



BY KEN COIN 

Among the early set­
tlers to DeWitt was the 
Allen family, which settled 
south of the Scott set tle­
ment. Barna "Barney" 
Allen, a veteran of the War 
of 1812, settled here as 
early as 1837. A native of 
Washington Co., NY, Bar­
ney was married about 
1804 to Betsey Heath, (it's 
recorded as Heath but I 
think it was actually Hath) 
and following his service in 
the War of 1812, the Allen's 

The pioneer farm home of George and Margaret 
(Laughlin) Allen. This late_G_reek Revival style home, likely 
built in the late 1850s, is located on the south side of Clark 
Road, west of Schavey. Photo by Jennifer Vincent. 

migrated to Niagara coun- to Michigan, renting a 
ty. large farm near Plymouth. 

After arriving rn Upon their arrival in 
DeWitt, Barney and Bet- DeWitt they took up an 80-
sey were organizers of the acre farm on the south side 
Baptist · community i:p. of Clark road, west of 
DeWitt where their close Schavey, transforming it 
association with fellow from wilderness to a pro­
members is believed . to ductive farm. They had 
have also followed farp.ily only two children, Oscar . 
ties. They undoubtedly and Mary Jane, but also 
were the parents of several raised ·an adopted daugh­
of the-younger pioneer cou- ter, Jane Harper (ofBengat 
:!;!les in the area but, to---Townshil)l-"wlfo later mar­
date, only two of their chil- ried Sylvester Moon. 
d_ren have been confirmed: George and Margaret 
George and Lucy. built the house, still stand-

. Barney and ·Betsey were i~g on their old homestead, 
unusually old compared to in the late 1850s. 
most pioneer of the period. It remained their hoine 
Both were in their early until George's death in 
50s when they . settled 1888. Some time after the 
here . She died in 1841 at turn of the century, Mar­
the age of 56 and he in garet went west to live 
1847 at the age of 62; both with her adopted daughter 
of them count~ng among Jane Moon in Imperial, 
the earliest deaths in the California. She died there 
area. They were originally in 1906 at the advanced 
buried in DeWitt Town- age of 96. 
ship's first cemetery on Their daughter, Mary 
Schavey Road and were Jane married Charles Lott 
among the sever.al graves .and lived on the farm 
removed to the village directly across the road 
cemetery aJ?out 1-00 years from her ' pa-rents. This 
ago. farm now adjoins the 

George Allen followed Methodist property to the 
his parents to DeWitt, west and was, until recent­
arriving here about 1840. ly, the Kowalk farm. 

· Born in Rome, New York in Charles Lott was one of 
1806, at the age of 9 he the many children of Peter 
was sent away to live with and Elizabeth Lott, also 
a Baptist minister until he very early De Witt pio­
reached his majority. Ill neers. Peter _Lott, for all 
treated (in a Dickensian . his possible pioneering 
scenario) he ran away after contributions will, alas, be 
five years only to le.ave remembered solely for his 
home again at age 14 to spectacular exit from this 
strike out on his own on earth. In the wee hours of 
the Erie Canal. New Year's morning, 1850, 

In 1831, George mar- after sneaking into a brew­
ried Margaret Laughlin of ery on Prairie Creek and 
Astabula County, Ohio. imbibing way·to much, he 
They lived for a time in fell out a window to his 
Ohio and afterwards ·came death. 

About a half mile east 
of Schavey, also on the 
south side of Clark, was 
t he farm of Henry · and 
Lucy (Allen) Chappell. The 
evidence is still scant as to 
whether this Lucy was 
actually Barney· and Bet­
sey's -daughter. Age and 
local proximity would indi­
cate it, but there was also 
a Lucy Allen who married 
Adam Laughlin (a brother 
to Margaret (Laughlin) 
Allen) of Bengal township. 
(Perhaps the ·two Lucy's 
were actually one in the 
same.) 

Like Barney_ Allen, 
Henry Chappell too was a 
veteran of the War of 1812 .. 

-
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Bringing gifts of cake, young.DeWitt kids bring joy to elder 
BY KEN COIN 

As we kids stood around the basement of the Commu­
nity Church, arms folded across our chests in defiance 
and tapping our cold feet, we debated who's bone-head 
idea this was. In the kitchen of the old church the adults 
were carrying up a huge cake which, the night before, had 
been the centerpiece of tµe Christmas program; A Birth­
day Party for Jesus. 

Someone had the bright idea that the cake, cut into 
several dozen five pound cubes, could be delivered to all 
the insulin-starved senior citizens of the community. This 
was matched with the equally delirious notion that we, 
the church youth, would be more than happy ("delighted", 
[ believe, was the act~al term used) to personally deliver 
it. 

Randy Berkimer and I paired up and were soon hand­
ed a heaping platter of cake globs and frosting and the 
name of_ our shut-in: Nellie Boyd. That wasn't too bad. 
Mrs. Boyd was a nice old woman who lived by the post 
office, only a few blocks from the church. Randy figured 
we could just leave it on her porch, bang on the door and 
be home in just a few minutes. 

Soon, we were standing at the · back door of her little 
house, banging away on the old wooden door. Randy was 
quick to admit defeat. 

"She's not home.Jet's go," he said. 
"No, l think there's a light on." I answered, naively 

optimistic. · 
"Well she can't hear us; she's probably dea£ Let's go!" 

he said emphatically, tugging at my arm. 
Just as we turned to scamper away the door began to 

shake and hea;e as someone from within struggled to get 
it open. It was the 60's, we'd seen "To Kill a Mockingbird", 

we knew the possibilities. 
Suddenly, the door gave way and there she stood, no 

bigger than a minute with her gray braids twined tightly 
to her head. We tried to explain what we were up to, but 
she really didn't seem to care. So completely thrilled with 
having visitors, she pulled us both into the dim little 
house, apologizing about the door and making us take 
seats at the table of the sparse kitchen. 

Standing across the table from us she clasped her 
gnarled hands together in front of her prim cotton dress. 

· "ijow then, what are your names?" she cooed. , 
We said our names and, again, tried to give an expla­

nation for the mountain of crumbling cak, but she cut us 
off. 

"Randi and Kim? Well, you may call me Grandma, 
everyone does. It's just so nice of you young girls to stop 
for a visit. And, I see you brought cake." she added, giving 
a delighted little clap. 

"GIRLS?" Indignant at being mistaken for a girl, 
Randy (or "Randi") was ready to get out of there but I did­
n't want to leave without explaining the cake business. 

"And so you girls wanted to share some cake with me?" 
Grandma Boyd asked after we stammered out the sce­
nario again. "Well, I think that's about the nicest thing 
I've ever heard 0£ And I sure wish I could eat a piece but 
I'm afraid I can't. With my diah-beedies, the doctor has 
cut me off from sweets." 

"Ok .... well, bye ... " Ra_ndy was preparing for a hasty 
exit but he wasn't qu,ite quick enough. In half an instant 
the old woman was behind him pushing him back down 
into the seat of the ancient kitchen chair. 

Putting a talon on each of our shoul~ers the tiny 
woman delivered her appeal. "Much as I'd like_ a taste of 
that cake, it would make me even happier to watch you 

girls eat it for me," she said with a mischievous twinkle 
behind her spectacles. 

"Can't do iL ... They won't let us .... No can do ... " we bab­
bled. Behind us, almost out of sight, Grandma Boyd was 
rummaging in a drawer; we thought for forks. When she 
turned hack around, we caught the glint of metal in-her 
hand: the' red bulb from an old celluloid wreath at the 
window reflected in miniature form the blade of a long, 
sharp, knife! 

Frozen with fear, -one of us (I'll say it was Randy 
because I'm the one telling the story) screamed like a girl 
named "Randi" as Grandma Boyd made a quick thrust of 
the wrist. It easily slashed between us and made a clean 
and remarkably equal separation of the pile of cake on, 

- the platter. She then handed each of us a heavy old fork 
and with the serene look of an aged Madonna, watched as 
we both gobbled down our portion. 

Still twitching, (from the scare or tl;ie sugar rush - I 
don't know which) we walked back out into the snow. We 
swore oaths over and over again that we'd never do that 
again. Yet for all our protests we both suspected that in 
some convoluted sort of way, we were the ones who 
received the gift that day. 

Ken Coin is a resident of De Witt and the area's primary 

1 
historian. ' 


