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A bird's-eye view of the east side of DeWitt. Ca. 1912. Emery Hamilton, photographer. 

Photos reveal early 1900's DeWitt 
By KEN COIN 

My Christmas came a 
little early this year 
thanks to Mike Mull being 
in the right place at the 
right time - a collection of 
about 25 glass plate nega­
t ives of DeWitt scenes 
taken between 1910 and 
1913 by a formerly 
unknown area photograph­
er, Emery Hamilton . 

This shot, one of two 
taken from ei ther the roof 
or the attic of the old Clin­
t.on H ouse H otel at the cor­
ner of Bridge and Main , 
shows the east side of town 
on a cold winter day. A 
quaint note to the pictu re 
are the blanketed horses 
tethered to the hitching 
posts on East Main beside 
the building which now 
houses the Foo Ying 
Restaurant. 

Although there are rib­
bons of fresh concrete side­
walks, the streets remain 

dirt. East Main Street 
itself becomes a rut ted one 
lane two-track a block east 
of the main intersection. A 
special t reat to my eyes 
were the houses, mostly 
hidden in the background: 
directly behind the tops of 
the twin utility poles is the 
roof-line of the one s tory 
house that was later 
moved to Wilson Street 
and located directly across 
from the former Griswold 
School. 

On the left behind the 
rear of the Masonic Temple 
is Bert Scott's home ( now 
the home of Chuck and 
Norma Ferguson at 211 
J efferson ). To the right of 
it is the one story bunga­
low built by John Grinold 
(later the Baldwin home at 
206 N . Market). Further to 
the right is the former 
Peterson house at 202 N. 
Market. 

Noticeably absent, yet 
much older than these 

homes, is J ack and Teresa 
Thompson's h ous e at 114 
N . Market. It's hiding at a 
surprise location; at the 
northeast comer of Market 
and Main wbere the for­
mer Blizzard house (built· 
1918) is now located at 302 
E. Main. See the two little 
white dormer windows 
peaking up above Arnold 
and J udy Korte's roof? 

Another house that's 
not where it should be (but 
you really can't see it with­
out a magnifying glass) is 
the old creamery on the 
south side of Main at Mar­
ket. It was moved back 
onto Market street about 
1920 and made into a 
small home. 

In the center of the pic­
ture there is a small group 
standing on the porch of 
the large white buildi ng 
which was known in pio­
neer times as "Gardner's". 
It served as a hotel and 
me1:cantile store. In the 

1920s, Carl VanFleet h ad 
the building picked-up and 
turned a quarter turn so 
that it's length faced Main 
Street. 

Ken Coin is a resident of 
DeWitt and the area's pri­
mary historian. 
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A bird's eye view of 1he wes1 side of DeWitt. Ca. 1912, Emery Hamilton, ph01ographer. 

De Witt buildings 
moved frequently back 
in early 1900's 

By KEN COIN 

Looking out over the rooftops of Weet Main Street, I'm 
particularly amused by all the li ttle white privies behind 
the houses. Also note, just to the right of the wagon, the 
carriage steps in front of Dr. Richmond Simmon's house. 
Once fairly common, they outlived their usefulness when 
paved streets came along. They also became easy targets 
for snowplows. 

The two-story s tructure with the porch in the fore­
ground is still standing. At the time of this picture it was 
J ayne's Pharmacy. Peeking up above its roof was the 
Wesley Linn house which was razed about 1970 for a 
parking lot for the phone company. 

Last time I pointed out some of the buildings on the 
east side o f town that had been relocated. The west side 
had its share also. 

The old Tucker home at 303 W. Main, much talle r 
t han its n e ighbors, is not in the line of roofs along the 
south s ide o f the street. Oddly, also absent without leave 
in the le ft background is the Cole house (lnt.e the w .,st,. 
on's h ome) al. 3 H W. Was hi ngton . l'cl s peculate I.ha t 
although the Cole's house was only about IO years old 
when thiR photo was take n, that it wna aoon moved from 
MAin S treet Ii) make w ay for the larger 1'uckr.r house. 

'rnwnrcl th" ldl. in tJw photo iA n Bhnrt. lit.t.lf" i:-hPd with 

two windows on the 1.eft 
and a door on the right. 
This s hed was later (much 
later) moved to the south 
side of the river and made 
into a small home (burned 
by t he fire department a 
few years back) on the 
west side of Bridge Street. 

Obscured by the cross 
piece of the utility pole in 
the foreground is a small 
building at the northwest 
corner of Main and Scott 
which was moved back 
from the street and incor­
porated into the building 
of the Cowan house, cur­
rently on that corner. 

Directly above that 

s ame utility pole is the old 
Topping bui lding, a salt­
box shaped structure 
which was moved to 109 N. 

. Scott about 1914 by Bert 
Florian to make way for 
his new house (later the 
Berkimer home) at 204 W. 
Main. 

My grandfather remem­
bered watching them move 
the Topping building. It 
was done in the winter, the 
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structure jacked-up and 
lowered on to s kids, then 
dragged across the snow 
by ox teams and set into 
place. Having moved here 
in 1912, he was impressed 
with the way DeWitt folks 
were constantly picking 
buildings up and moving 
them here and there. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. 
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Munroe family makes trek from New York to DeWitt 
Family 
eventually 
settles in 
Eagle 

By KEN COIN 

In the spring of 1836, 
Jesse and H arriett (Park­
er) Munroe, a long with 
Harriett's brother, Hiram 
Parker, took a rather 
unusual trip which would 
later have a great impact 
on the history of this 
region. 

The Munroe's left their 
five daughters and two 
son s a t their farm on the 
Batavia Road east of Buf­
falo, N.Y. and took a horse­
back ride of dynamic pro­
p ortions. In search of a 
new home they rode west 
through Ohio and on into 
Indiana. Not finding any­
thing to their mutual lik­
ing they continued on into 
Illinois and further yet into 
Wisconsin; still nothing. 
They purposely avoided 
the Michigan territory. 
They h ad seen enough 
"M ichiganders" who had 
returned to New York, 
"thei r sallow complexion 
an d tales ... of shaki ng with 
fever and ague." 

The tr avelers decided to 
conclude their wondering 
with "look through Michi­
gan, the one state they h ad 
no idea o f oot.lling in when 
they left home ... Much to 
I.hei r s u rprise, they found 
the s tale sati sfoctory." 
They continued north to 

the Grand River Valley 
and there the M u nroes 
and-Hiram Parker each 
found what they had been 
looking for; the Mumoe's 
in Clinton county and 
Parker in Ingham. 

Jesse was "captivated at 
first sight" with the mag­
nificent forestsJ reasoning 
that "land which su pported 
such growth of trees would 
raise anything (he) plant,. 
ed. There were the black 
walnut, butternut, hickory, 
black ch erry, bird's eye 
m aple, curled maple, sugar 
maple, silver-leaf maple, 
beech, basswood, 
sycamore, ironwood, white, 
black and bur oaks - many 
being three and four feet in 
diameter." 

Returning to New York 
and disposing of their farm 
there, J esse and Harriett 
Munroe prepared their 
family for the tedious j our­
ney to their new home in 
the Michigan Terri tory. 
Two hired men were sent 
overland to drive the stock 
through Ohio and up to 
Detroit while the family 
with on e additional hired 
man traveled "up the 
lake", from Buffalo to 
Detroit aboard the little 
steamer "Robert Fulton", 

"Detroit was very diaaJ>­
pointing to the older mem­
bers of the family a very 
uninteresting town... The 
buildings were low ond 
very unpreten tious, righ t 
down in the mud, a small 
old French town." The lake 
group and the over land 

group met there and pro­
ceed on through the fron­
tier. 

"The first day out of 
Detroit (they) went only 10 
miles. The road was s imply 
terrible. There were places 
where there were half a 
dozen tracks where differ-
ent travelers h ad endeav­
ored to get around the deep 
mud holes, but each one 
seemed equally bad. The 
wagon wheels would sink 
below the hubs." 

By early October the 
Munroe party reached the 
Scott settlement at De Witt. 
The Scott's "were prepared 
to tak e care of travelers, 
having a double Jog house 
provided with a ppetizing 
food." The log hotel men­
tioned h ere was located in 
the middle of the block 
bounded by Main, Scott , 
Bridge and Washington 
streets. 

Harriett Munroe and 
her five daughters stayed 
on at Scott's for the next 
three weeks while Jesse 
and the men went on into 
Eagle to construct the fam­
ily's Jog house. The size of 
the Munroe cabin was so 
unusu ally la rge for its 
wilderness setting that a 
cu rious neighbor, who fol­
lowed the sound of the con­
struction t h rough the 
dense forest , asked upon 
discovering it, •Are you 
intending to keep hotel?" 

At the end of October, 
J esse returned to Scotts t.o 
collect his family and take 
them t.o their new home in 

Eagle township. "The rains 
had r a ised the Looking 
Glass River so that i t could 
not be forded, we were all 
taken across the river in 
an Indian canoe. A pole 
was used instead of a pad­
dle." 

And so, the five Munroe 
girls, ages 3 to 18 years, 
left DeWitt, for the time 
being. But they'd be back. 
In the meantime they were 
off on a n a dventure in 
their n ew h ome where 
"each one found something 
interest ing" and each left 
their mark on the history 
of mid Michigan. 

Note - the quotations 
used in this piece are all 
those of the M unroe 
women, seueral of whom 
later wrote of their pioneer 
experiences. In the next 

installment I'll expand on 
who these Munroe girls 
becarrn, and why they had 
so much to say about the 
history of this area. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's pri­
mary historian. His col­
umn appears euery other 
week in this newspaper. 
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Coin continues story of De Witt's Munroe sisters 
By KE N COIN 

In the last installment, 
ita autumn of 1836 a n d the 
Munroe sisters, their 
brothers and par en ts a re 
leaving Scott's hotel at 
DeWitt and being ferried 
across the Looking Glass 
River by Indian can oe in 
the last· st retch of t heir 
journey to their new home 
in Eagle township. 

Marion, the e ldest sis­
ter, became a teach er for 
the neighborhood school. 
She was also recruited by 
her uncle, Hiram Parker to 
teach near Mason at a set;.. 
t l ement called Jefferson 
City. 

He r travels between 
E agle and Mason took her 
on·a route a long the Grand 
River, including th e site 
where Lansing would later 
be es tablished. A favorite 
resting spot for her was 
the high bluff on the north 
bank of the Grand and she 
often rested her horse 
there dreaming of someday 
having a lovely hom e high 
above the river. 

S he married a Mason 
merchant, James Turner 
in 1843. The couple lived 
at Mason until 1847 when 
the state capital was 
moved from Detroit to 
Lans ing. They then moved 
to the new town of Lansing 
and built a small house 
{pictured here) on a s ite 
purch ased severa l yea rs 
earlier. Marion h a d plant­
ed trees on the s ite antici­
p ating her eventual resi­
dence. It was, after all, 
only a few h undred yards 
south of the high bluff that 
she dreamed of years earli­
er. 

James Turner pros­
pered as a merchant and 
land agent in Larisi11g and 
outlying commun ities. He 
became act ively involved 

in many business enter• 
prises including plank 
roads and railroads. In 
ti m e, the Turner's pur­
chased Marion's bluff to 
the north west of their 
home and later built an 
impressive brick home 
which still stands as the 
nucleus of the Turner­
Dodge mansion in Nor t h 
Lansing. 

James Turner d ied in 
1869 at the young age of 
49. Marion continued to 
live in their home on the 
bluff for nearly 50 more 
years; saw its transforma­
tion into the mansion we 
see today and died in 1912. 

Betsey, also an early 
school teacher in Clinton 
and Ingham Counties, was 
the first Munroe girl to be 
recruited to teach at the 
Jefferson City settlement. 

In 1840, while teaching 
at the Waterloo settlement 
(Wacous ta), she married a 
loca l miller, Parker Web­
ber. The,Y moved to DeWitt 
in 1848 and purchased th e 
Stowell home at the north­
eas t corner of Main and 
Franklin and converted it 
into a "Temperance Tav­
ern". Selling the tavern in 

1850 they purch need the 
DeWitt Grist Mill on 
Prairie Creek and a lso the 
former New Albany Store 
(110 E . Webb Dr.) which 
was conver ted into their 
fami ly home. Parker Web­
ber became De Witt's 
miller, a position he kep t 
abou t twenty years until 
his death. 

Although she retained 
ownership of t he DeWit t 
mill (even after it burned 
in 1902), Betsey moved 
about 1 880 to Lansing 
where she remained until 
he r death in 1912. 

Harriett was also a 
teacher in Clinton and Ing­
h am counties. In 1849 she 
m arried J ohn W. Longyear, 
an attorney who had come 
to Mason from New York in 
1844 and had resettled in 

Lansing when i t became 
the capital. 

Longyear was one of 
Lansing's ear liest a nd 
most successful lawyer s. 
He was e lected to Congress 
in 1862 and reelected in 
1 864. F ollowing an 
appointment to the U. S. 
District Court in 1870, the 
Longyear s moved to 

Det roit but fo llowing 
J udge Longyear's untimely 
death in 1875, Harriett 
returned to Lan s ing where 
she died in 1917. 

Ad!!li a married Danie l 
L. Case, an attorney and 
merchant who had estab­
lished h imself at Lansing 
in 1847. Case became 
involved in politi cs by 

being elected to the State 
House of Representat ives 
in 1850. In 1858 he was 
e lected to his first term as 
Michigan's Auditor Gener­
al. 

Throughout t he Civil 
Wa r he was actively 
engaged in enlisting troops 
in t he Lansing a rea. It is 

See Munroe, page 32 
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Constructed at Mason, but shipped to North Lansing where it was assembled, the first 
home of James and Marion (Monroe) Turner, located near the corner of Turner and Clinton 
streets, is said to have been the first frame house in Lansing. Ca. 1910, Emery Hamilton, 
photographer. 

Monroe 
Continued from page 9 

also noteworthy that C~se 
alon g with two of his fel­
low brothers-in-law, James 
Turner and John Longyear 
were the founders of the 
Michigan Female Institute 
(also known as Miss 
Roger's Institute), a 
woman's college. located 
where the School for the 
Blind now stands. 

Unlike her other sis ­
ters, Adelia died relatively 
young in 1887 at the age of 
55. Her husband died in 
1898. 

E liza, the youngest 
went to Lansing about 
184 7 to live with her older 
sister Marion. She later 
married Dr. Charles Turn­
er, a younger of Marion's 
husband. 

Dr. Turner had estab­
lished his first practice in 

DeWitt in 1848. He also 
dabbled in politics, being 
elected Clinton County 
Sheriff in 1850. He mar­
ried Eliza Munroe in 1855 
after his return from a 
three year excursion to 
Panama and the California 
gold fields where, it was 
said, h e made a sizeable 
fortune. 

Dr. Turner was involved 
in several different busi­
ness enterprises in Lans­
ing (often in connection 
with other family mem­
bers). In 1876, in partner­
ship with his nephew 
Amos Turner, they con­
structed the "Union Block" 
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a series of five brick s tores 
s till standi ng in the 1200 
block of Turner Street in 
N. Lansing. 

About 1880 the Turners 
came to DeWitt where Dr. 
Turner r esumed his med­
ical practice. 

In 1887 he retired and 
they returned to Lansing. 
Dr. Turner died there in 
1901 and Eliza, the last 
surviving Munroe girl, 
died in 1919. 

Ken Coin is a. DeWitt 
resident and the a rea's 
kading historian. His col­
u,nn appears twice month­
ly in the DeWitt-Bath 
Review. 
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De Witt doctor 
played a role in 
diptheria epidemic 

By KEN COIN 

De Witt wns fortun a te 
that for nea rly a half-cen­
LUry it had a residimt. 
phyaieillfl, D,·. George W. 
Topping, who wae known 
Rtato- wide as being on th e 
forefront ofmndern medi ­
cine. Unlih many of the 
"quack" phyei ci ane who 
wf're a llowed to praetica 
un ch ecked, Dr. Topping 
back ed hi s method s with 
resen t·ch ond documenta­
t ion. !\.\Any of his notes a nd 
nbservatfons h ave bean 
preeerved in the an nual 
rep1ll"ta of the State Board 
ot' H ea lt.h from whi ch th11 
followin g at(l ry was taken. 

In July of 1876, Dr. Top­
ping treated a ~broken­
down~ old wnrna n in t he 
DeWiU urea who died from 
wh at he diagnosed as dipli­
th~ria. At the ti me diph ­
th eria was not th no 3"h t to 
be contagious and he took 
extens ive notice or the old 
:wo111a 11 's living conditil)ns : 

(

here WflS an extcm1ive 
won1p nea r the home, the 
•ell woter looked "rrii!y 
nd imou re and had a. 
rnckish taa,te. ~ There wnfl 

n o cel liw bene.tlh t he 
kitchen nnor w\1ich soerned 
always dn111p from being 
too near the crnrth ben eath 

with A wet board 8h anty on 
th e back." The hou se h ad 
no we ll and househ0l d 
water wos supplied from a 
nearby spring. 

In Ju ly of 1877, d iph ­
theriu 11gain cropped-up in 
th e oroo; thi s tim e on a 
huge scale. It began einu1l­
taneously in th e Mom-oe 
Cole fo111ily north west of 
DcWitL a nd in the David 
Knight fam ily t o the 
north ea st. Before it. flllb ­

aided, D1·. T0pping would 
tre a t 44 ofllicted persons. 
'fhe outbreak in the 
Knight fomily remAined 
largely CQ11tained (or so iL 
appeared) to about eight 
famili es and no more t.h nn 
16 cases. 

In t he case of the Cole 
fo mi ly the outbreak wa1, 
much more wide spread. 
Dr. Topping, who imm ll rli­
ately began to read a pot­
te,·n of contagiousno111:1 
from hifl notes, surmised 
tha t thi s wrus probably due 
to the fact that the Sim­
mens School (on Cut.le,· 
west of Airport), which 
seemed at the centerof thA 
outbreak, had not- d osed. 
&hoot olTicera h ad been 
assured by another physi­
cian tl1 a t diphtheri a woe 
not contagious and tht re 
w~s ~o 11eed to suspend 

vtirmmmo3 

History 

ST ~'tl: IIO;itl>U!' m:.,1.1· 11 - nlcl'Oln" O>"IIY.CI\J-:T.m•,1= 

!/ li'l 'J,U):.U:(WDJl' ll'l' IU: l<IA . 

.. 1, 

l l ! LU. 11~:-;;,,.. ,,:: 

Bourd hel ped change the 
standard 1ncdical opi nion 
or diphtheria. 

Although I.he outbreak 
had run it's course north of 
DeWitt, it waBn't fini ijhed. 
lu Augus t of 1878, it 11 ur­
faced aga in 110utheast or 
DeWitt in t he home of 
George Keck ( on Wood 
ro.<1.d south of Stoll). Mre. 
Keck, w\10 hail vi sited a n 
afllicte<l family iu the 

cases in Lansing an d St. 
J ohn s were connected to 
family visits or attending 
fu ncrnle of victime i11 the 
DeWitt area. The outbreak 
is said to hRve extended to 
the Bulh area with equally 
devastating result.~ but no 
concise l'&corde were kept 
by physicinns there. 

The cases in the Gun-

affiict ed h ousehold's well 
water, dia.tances of pr ivi es 
from wells 1md the like, he 
went ao for as to t.ake note 
of an instances where ll1e 

vmivc.9 rH68-11iW9Cl 
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d ii;esse was believed to 
remain dorma nt in bed­
ding. Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident rmd the areaS pri­
mary htsroria.n. 
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you ng womnn but lived i11 vation, copious notee a nd fatal ly. nature and alUiough h e 
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-- - - [ (at Gu11ni3onville) visited 
the Keck family while they 
Wfn-c con valescing and r.n1·. 

ried t.he diseA.se ba ck home 
with him. Ten me111Lers of 
Urn Krans family bec!lmc 
aftlictcd. One of them, an 
eleven year old, died. 
Charles Slom1, a rn~1g-hbor, 
came and helped prepare 
the boy's body for huria!. A 
later outbrP-ak among 
Sloan•~ grnnrlchildren in 
St. John s and Lansing 
r·eculted in one death. 
'The outbreak then trav­
eled to the We st and 
Bower homes nor~h of 
Gunniiju1wille. At Daniel 
Dowet·s', four people were 
atllicted resulting in two 
df'mths. Other outbreaks, 
none of which result.Bd in 
death, appt>ared among the 
B. Downer, Gunnison, Wel­
don find Morgan fami lies. 

Before the diphtheri1:1 
epidl:'mic final ly ,mb3ided, 



Photos freeze a moment in time 
Severnl years ago I 

undertook a project to ral..tl­
logue and index the pho­
togrnphs in the 1.ibrary's 
local history r.olleetion. At 
Jong last I'm pleased to 
report the project is com­
pleted. My procrastination 
asido, a major s tumbling 
block to finishing the task 

\ was the pace at which the 
~ illection continued t.o grow 
o~er lhe pe,.rt 10 years. 

When I began, the col­
lect inn (not counting the 
hun'M"ede of schflf.ll uie-

have generously loaned 
their treasured originals to 
be copied; 

Neil and Arleta Cutlor, 
Thelma (Hawk) Grinold, 
DiAnA (Miller) Haggerty, 
Lana (Smit) HardmAn, 
Bertha (Staub) Lenne­
mann, Sandra (Balder~on) 
McDaniel, Elea..or (Moon) 
McKinney, Helen Moon, 
Art and Jmm Newman, 
Ruth (Marzke) Overholt, 
Gerald Pike, Dorothy 
Scott, Syble (Scott) Shan-

1.Avi,. (~ihl.<>v) 

weeded through roy pic­
turP.s yet once more this 
week and these a.re the 
photographs headed for 
the library'e collection: 

The high school girle 
gym daas in 1916; a hog 
butchering in 1918; a yard 
patty from about 1930 
(which looks to be more of 
u brawl in obvious viola­
tion of the Olmstead Act); 
kid11 on the achoo! play­
ground about 1947; Sun­
day night supper club in 
1Q,<;:Q. ··-·--.. , - ~r.~~ . .. _ 

Monday, March 18, f9'9"6 5 

Back in 1905 
Believed to be an engagement petty, pictu-ed at letl, 

for Helen Lucille McLouth a nd Harry F. Petersmeyer, circa 
1905. Th is is one of the new additions to the DeWitt 
Library's local history photograph collection. Part of a collec­
tion ol McLouth family material, it was generously donated 
by Roger and Phyllis Griffin. Courtesy photo. 



Photos freeze a moment in time 
Several yeaNI agn I 

wxlertook a pniect. to cata­
logue and indeJ: the p~ 
tographs in I.be library's 
loca1 history oollection. At 
long last rm p&ued to 
report the project ia c:nm­
pleted... My pnx:rasdnatioa 
Ride, a major stmabting 
bkd1<>6ruolungt1,e,_ 
..,. the pDl: at wlucb. the 
~c»Dtinuecliogros 

' When I Loqan, the col­
lection (not counting the 
hUD()reds of ac.bool pic­
ture!\.) included about 120 
iteme, I counted again lant. 
week""11ml was ama:red to 
learn that the collection 
has grov,'TI to 800 pictures. 
DUTing that time original 
p hotographs have been 
donated by the followin~ 

Fntdt1 Bollinger, Ken 
Coin, estate of Rilln Cutler, 
estate of Clarence Fuerste­
nau, Roger and Phyllis 
Griffin, Don Hamhoh. Vin­
cent VanFleet, Ralph 
Woodruff end the DeWitt 
Memorial Aeeodotion. 

Sorne were donations of 
just one or two pbo­
t.ographs; others, substan­
tial collections. While origi­
nlll photographs Bro 
alwaye beet, there heve 
boon many inet.flnc1u, 
where the Jihrary arre.nged 
for quality oopl86 to 1"' 
made or significan t pbo­
tographe. The following 

have generously loaned 
their trea8ured originals to be-Neil and Arleta Cm1u. 
Thelma (Halll'k , GriaoW,. 
Diana iller ~ 

Lona ,SO... -- -- "'-----_.,_._ 
WcKim,,J H.._ -­
Art and Jean Se--. 

Oernld Pike, Dorothy 
S<ou.S,.,.. (&.u) Shan­
non. Levis 5a-yl 
Stephant,;ky,Jamee8'ollrr. 
Bonnie (Cud.cri Ward, 
Robert Wilcox anil Ralph 
Woodruff. 

Photographs have 
always have a ma.gical 
characteristic with me. 
There'fl f!OlDething fascinat­
ing about seeing a moment 
in time, fror.en for posterity. 
And although they've been 
coming in just HOOU.t ae fMt 
l:lll I can keep up with co.ta-­
loging, rm not oomplaining. 
Whether it's a street 1>Cene 
from a, hundred years ago 
or simply kids playing tag 
yesterday, each phoUJb.,.aph 
ill a special treat for the 
eyes tho.t will only increase 
in historic value aR the 
years unfold. 

Of course, you know 
what this ill leading up to: 
A call for more! But what 
s hould go to the library? 
Well, aa aD example, I 

weeded ihrough my ~ 

tarell ~ -- -- due 
weekaadti- .. &J. ......,_ ........ 11,e------­ca._am1c;;.-. 
~- •i-­
p,any a.- ........ .... ----­alln. • ,.a. 
llllllold.oa-.1.Ad,;: 

ground about 1947; Sun­
d.a:, Digbt aipper da iD 
1959; ..,._. ..... __ .,us;_ ------ .... _,.phe,...,,,. __ 
old pboto albume ol ~ 
faced pioneers; bMac.lly 
onytbing which ...... 
something of DeWiu'a peo-­
ple, plaoes and eventa are 
suitable for Lhe library. 
And what would be espe­
cially desirable to help 
round off the cnllectioo 
would he pictures from \he 
Gunni.eonville and Valley 
Farms ueae. So, if your 
1:1pring cleaning includes 
old pictun:?S (or negatives), 
please keep the lihrary in 
mind. 

Ken Coin is a DeWill 
resi.dent a,,,d the area'., pri• 
maryhistori.an. 
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Pike family 
has rich 
DeWitt 
history 

By KEN COIN 

The saga of one of 
DeWitt's oldest families 
came to an end recently 
with the death of Gerald 
Pike at the age of 84. He 
was the last local deecen• 
dant of the Pike family 
which has been a part of 
this community for nearly 
160years. 

Several weeks ago, in 
this column, I related some 
information regarding the 
growth of the local history 
photograph collection at 
the DeWitt Public Library. 
My mentioning Gerald's 
name amoog the contribu­
tors was rat.her an under­
statement. He WRl!I moTe 

than generous over the 
years in making available 
to the library his enormous 
collection of fomily materi­
als which included old 
genealogies, ancient letters 
and diaries, and hundreds 
of historically aignificant 
photographs; all of which 
constituted a wealth of 
information early 
DeWitt. 

He ruisisted me over the 
years with several local 
history related projects 
and probably the most 
rewarding for both of u a 
was a project involving 
nearly one hundred glass 
plate negatives. The nega.• 
tives had been taken by 
his fat.her, Goorge S. Pike, 
between 1900 and 1915 
but few had ever been 
developed into prints. It 
was especially thrilling for 
both of ua to see these pie• 
turcs finally come to life 
after being stored in boxea 
for nearly seventy yeara. I 
have used many of these 

At a Pike family reunion around 1900, David Scott Pike treats his returning brothers 
and sisters to an omnibus tour of old family homesteads In the DeWitt area. One of the 
many splendid photographs taken by George S. Pike and made available to the DeWitt 
Library by his son, the late Gerald Pike. Courtesy photo. 

views in this column over 
the years (the library hrui 
copies of many) and a com• 
plete set WII.S made for the 
State of Michigan archives. 

While his father chroni• 
clOO. a changing DeWitt at 
the turn of the century 
with his camera, Gerald's 
aunt, Agnes (Pike) Stein• 
hardt, sought to record in 
writing the tangled 
genealogies of many of 
DeWitt's founding families. 
Gerald's copies of her 
handwritten manu5cripts, 
glco.ncd from interviews 
with pioneer ancestors, 
have become a gold mine 
of information on the Pike, 
Scott, Tuck.er, SimmoIUI, 
Knapp and Cook clans. 

The lo.st time I spoke 
with Gerald was a chance 
meeting at the cemetery. 
He had been checking up 
on family graves e.nd 
pointed out to me an inter­
esting fact. He wondered if 
it was some sort of record 
that he had six genera• 
tions of his Pike family 
resting in the cemetery. I 
thought it very amaz;ing 
and pointed out to him 
that counting h is great• 

great-great grandmother 
Knapp, he actually had 
seven generations. All told, 
he had eighteen direct 
ancestors buried there. 
That baa to be some sort of 
record. 

Besides his parents, 
George an Edna (Randall) 
Pike, three grandparent& 
are buried there: Ida 
(Cook) Randall and Mil­
lard and Ella (Simmons) 
Pike. Six great•grandpar• 
ents are there; Amari and 
Amina (Si1Dmons) Cook, 
George and Eli.iabeth 
(Tucker) Simmon11 arid 
James and Ann (Simons) 
Pike. Six great-great 
grandparent.a: J011eph and 
Charlotte (Herrick) Cook, 
Atwell and Lovina (Knapp) 
Simmons and Mark W. and 
Nancy A. (Cook) Pike; plus 
the furthest ancestor, Polly 
(Hines) Knapp who was a 
great-great-grandmother 
to both ofGerald's parent.a. 

The youngest genera• 
tion of the Pike family 
buried there is that of Ger­
ald and hie wife Lucille's 

daughter Nancy who died 
at birth in 1942 and their 
son Richard who died as a 
result of an accident while 
in the military in 1953. 

The story of DeWitt is 
fsr from finishecl but, for 
now, the chapter of the 
Pike family has been ·com• 
pleted and in my next col· 
umn, I'll pass along some 
of the history of this 
remarkable pioneer family. 

Ken Coin is a De Witt 
resident and the area's pri• 
rnary historian. 
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Local historian 
profiles Pike family 
in early De Witt 

By KEN COIN 

Mark Woodbury Pike, the progenil.or ofDeWitt'e Pi.Ke 
family, woe bqm in Rut.\nnd, Vt., in 1799. Family tn1.di­
t ion has it that Mark was "roiscd by a man named 
UUey". My research indicates this to be Col. Peabody 
Utley of Landgrove, Vt. Three of Col. Utley'FI F10m1, 1<:phri­
am (and wife Sarah), William (and wi fe Mahala) and 
Hiram (and wife J ane) wer,21 among the earliel:!t seU!ers 
of DeWitt. 

Mark was married in 1818 t<:i Nancy Alt.a Cook (b. 
1797) a daughter of Elish a and Abigail (Williams) Cook. 
The couple lived for a time at Belmonte, NY and in 18:19 
came t.o DeWitt. Besides Mark's connection here to the 
Ut.ley's, Nancy's brother Joseph and Charlo~ (l·forrick) 
Cook had previously bought la nd northwest of DeWitt 
(from the Ut.leys) and had made an attempt in 1838 to 
.'\PU.le h£>re (but. didn't settle permanently until 1840). 

Mark and Nancy's land lay at the southwest corner of 
Norris and Chadwick r oads, approxi mately two miles 
north of DeWitt. Here they built a tempc.-iuy log shauty 
which wna l~ter replaoed by a oomfortable log house that 
stood on the site until 1915. About 1850 a log flChool W3S 

built. Arrnth oft.he home, Bite (approximately where Arnold 
and MArthn Blizzard's home is now located) and named 
lhe "Piko School". 

Although the Pike's eldest sons, Mark Jr. and Jum~11, 
remained in New York, Mark and Nancy brough t fi ve 
children t., De\\.'itt: Nancy, Elisha', Joseph , William and 
.facnh "8irln11y". Nim~y, the only daughter, 900TI married 
David Scott, Jr., a son ofDeWit.t's founder, roid remained 
in D1:WiU. El isha m1c1.rried Frances Marshal l and 
r<2niained in DeWitt. for a time but later became one of 
the mcrny DeWitt familie s who migrated to Rondo (a 
small settlement north of Wolverine, MI). 

• Joseph and William Pik~ M113ht. t.be California gold 
bug and became members of a large DeV.'itt b'TOUP which 
wc11t to tJ1e gold fields in th::i early 185Cm. \.',,J llilun died on 
the journey there and Joeeph, having contracted con-

The Simmon -Pike homestead - (ca. 1885) at 9747 S. 
Airport Rd Piel rad (I. to r.) Elizabeth {Tucker) Simmoos, 
Gemge A. s ;mrns. Millard Pike, Ella (Simmons) Pike, 
Agnes (Pike) Mi ·Steinhardl-Forbes, George Pike, Ada 

rema.inmg child en . But the agreement oouldn't be ful­
fi,lled: James' m4ther Nancy herself died. only four days 
3

1
ftcr b <ir eon . ,~ 

:\fork, the ola p10neer, t hen went to live with hia 
il:mghtPr Alta Sdott in DeWitt and the seven gnndchil­
dren were scattered: Fronds (of age) went Wf'.flt; William 

:e~elt~!: i;:~:u::~o~r~~rD~:;~~~~,d:~: 
n~ighboring bomf of ~n.other co~s_in Abigail (Cook) Free-

DeWitt-Bath Review 

Eli::::~d~ le;iJ;i;;::~:or;~\;e~,'~e:~~hter Agnes 
(who manied James Milan, Frnnk Steinhardt and lastly 
Eugene Forbes) and a son Geo11:,'"e. Goor ge married Ed1m 
Randall and they had thr~ Bl111s: Glenwood, Lo_yde, a nd 
Gerald Pike . 

Ken Coin in a De\.\iU resident and the area'.~ pri.m.t:1ry 
historian. 
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Local historian 
profiles Pike family 
in early De Witt 

RyKF.NCOlN 

Mark Woodbury Pike, the progenitor of De Witt's .Pike 
family, was born in Rutland, Vt., in 1799. Family tradi­
tion hac, it that Mark was "raised by a man named 
Utley". My research indicates this to be Col. Peabody 
Utley of Landgrove, Vt. Three of Col . Utley's sous, Ephri­
am (and wife Sarah), William (and wife Mahala) and 
Hiram (and wife Jane) were among the earliest settlers 
ofDcWitt. 

Mark wos married in 1818 to Nancy Alta Cook (b 
1797) a daughter of Elisha aml Abigail (Williarm) Cook. 
The conplP liv~ for :'l t.imP :cit. BP]rnonte, NY and in 1839 
came to DeWitt. Besides Mark's connection here to the 
Ulley's, Nancy's brother Joseph and Charlotte (Herrick) 
Cook had previously bought land northwest of DeWitt 
(from the Utleys) and had made an attempt in 1838 to 
settle here (but didn't settle permanently until 1840). 

Mark antl Nancy',; lantl lay a t t.hP ,;m1thwP!lt r.orl1€r of 
Norris and Chadwick roads, approximately t.wo miles 
fl(J r U1 or DeWiU. Here they buiH !.I temporary log shantc1 
which was later replaced by a comfortable log house that 
stood on the site until 1915. About 1850 a log school was 
built south of the home site (approximately where Arnol d 
and Mnrtha Rlizzard'F. homP ifl now located) and nruncd 
the ~Pike School~. 

Although thfl Pike's eldest som, Mark Jr. and James, 
r'emained in New York, Mark and Nancy brought five 
children to DeWitt: Nancy, ElishU-: Joseph, William and 
Jacob ~Sidney". Nancy, the only daughter, soon married 
David Scott, Jr., a son of De Witt's founder, and remained 
in DeWitt. Elisha married Frances Marshall and 
remained in DeWitt for a time but lat.er became one of 
the many DeWitt families who migrated to Rondo (a 
small settlement north of Wolverine, Ml). 

Joseph and William Pike caught the California gold 
bug and became members of a large DeWitt group which 
went to the gold fields in the early 1850s. William died on 
the journey there and Joseph, having contracted con­
sumption, died soon after his return. The youngest child, 
Jacob Sidney, never married and became an early lum­
berjack in northern Michigan. 

James G. Pike, one of the sons who remained in New 
York, was married there in 1845 to Anna Simons. In 1849 
they too came to DeWitt to join James' parents. In 1863, 
Anna Pike died leaving J runes with th'e cure of their eight 
children. One month later a daughter Alta died and 
James too became ill. Before he died the following year, 
he asked his parents to see to the raising of his seven 

The Simmons-Pike homestead - (ca. 1885) at 9747 8. (Simmons) ' 
Airport Rd. Pictured (I. to r.) Elizabeth (Tucker) Simmons, Fleet, Carrie 
George R. Simmons, Millard Pike. Ella (Simmons) Pike, of the late G, 
Agnes (Pike ) Milan-Steinhardt-Forbes, George Pike, Ada 

remaining children. But the agreement. couldn't. be ful-
filled: James' mqtl1er Nancy herself died t;mly four days 
after her son. 

Mark, t.he old pioneer, then went to live with his 
daughter Alta Scott in DeWitt and the seven 1c,•nmdchil­
dren were scattered: Francis (of Rge) went west; William 

(who m11r~ie 
Eugene For! 
Randall and 
Gerald Pike 

went to the DeWitt home of Sylvest.er Scott; Millard went Ken Coin 
to the home of a coMin Amori CoOk; bavid "Scutt.", to the historian. 
neighboring home of another cousin Abigail (Cook) Free-

man; Agnes went with her grandfather to her Aunt Alto. ~1·--­Sc.ot.f,; :mrl the two youngest, Clara and Jasper were sent 
back to New York state to live wit)l relatives of their 
mother. 

fam~iy~~; : .. a:n~~;:~::~v;[d.:;;~k~~he~::;s/.e~~~~ 
dant.<i remained in DeWitt. Being one of the few siblings 
that remamed in the area, he married Ella Simmons in 
1877 and they soon after took over the operation of Ella's 
family farm (pictured here) and her parent.s, George and 
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Wild ride down the Looking Glass River remembered 
Ky Kti~N<..::OlN 

lt seemed like such a 
good idea at the time. 

Saturday, June 11, 1836 
Twenty-six year-old 

Peter M. Kent, full of ener­
gy and fine ideas, stcpp(ld 
CHrcfully out of the canoe 
onto the moddy north 
bunk of the Looking Class 
He Rung his satchel and 
hflrlrol I np onto drier 
ground then turned a nd 
tossed a small silver coin 
to the Indian who had fe r­
ried him across. 

It was well-worth the 
money; the cro.c;i:iing hnd 
been the only thing that 
had gone smoutlil,Y 011 liis 
three-day trip from Jack­
son 

Up the steep riverbank 
he trudged, his nor-<1 fol low­
ing the smell of wood 
,w1uke ,md h ii; c,.rs, the 
rabble of thirty or so frcn­
dcd lnnd lookers. Capt 
ScoU's log tavern i;mt 
mujestically atop lhe huge 
01)(.'n hill offering a dynam­
ic view of t he r iver valltl_V. 
Yh1king his way through 
the i;t<i thering, Kent hailed 
ao older man, i,. short but 
grit.;:led and robust fellow 
and inquired, "ls this 
where Scott l ives?" 

Captain Scott squinted 
his eyes, sizing-up the 
cnl.hus iastie young man 
then assessing the edcctic 
n.hblc gathered at his 
hnme."Hcstayshore." 

There wus no room for 
V---• .. ~ '-l .~H'A I n- H,.,.; 

like his trip up from Jack­
son , full nf obstacles at 
every Lum. T he alterna­
tive, huwevt!r, wi:ti:; to tra­
verse the Looking Glass 
and , as luck would have it, 
a ''boat", operated by Mr. 
Hewitt and Dr. Levi ,Tenni­
son would be weighing 
an1.:hor for Ionia un 

Wednesday. 
The boat,, barely qualiI:v­

ing the definition, was a 
25-foot canoe with poles 
lashed across it to form 
outriggers (of sorts). The 
cargo for this voyage was 
mostly fre ight: castings 
aml fixtures for the Kidd 
Fanning Mill Co. at [onia , 
a shipment of medicines 
fo r a doctor at Lyons, a buf• 
fo!o robe nnd other sundry 
items. Kent looked at the 
vPi;sel with skepticism but 
after being assured that 
Hewitt and Jennison had 
been conductp 
ng a regultir booming busi­
ness he paid his fifty-cent 
fa re imd boarded with his 
sat.chcl and bedroll firmly 
clut.chcd 

'"The river i,,; up and tlie 
dw,mcl is deep. 

The wind is steady and 
strong. 

Oh, 1.von't we hm;p n 
jolly good, time as we .RO 
sailing a!ong?" 

Down the rii;cr. Oh, 
down the riwr. 

Oh, down the river 1111> 

go-oh-oh ... ~ 
And down the r iyer lhcy 

d!d go~ 1'h_c capt~in~ ma~-

oxt.:ursion. 
One of the other paying 

passengers was a Massa­
chusetts man wh oso lack of 
adventure was amply com­
pensated by pessimistic 
qualities. From the onset of 
t.he journey h e appointed 
himself ship "doomsaycr~. 

"Keep it in the cenler'." 
"We're gonna 

llgTound!" 
"Tum us back around!" 
"We're going to be 

killed!" 
He n ever once let up 

and as they finally 
approached the river's 
mouth at the Grand all his 
wailing and gnashing came 
to u self fulfilled prophecy. 
When the crall f1:1ce<l the 
cross-current of the Grand 
all was loot 

"Murder! Murder! Mur­
der!~, crif'rl th,! man from 
MassachusQtts (much to 
Ll11:: amu::;cmcntofthe Jndi­
ans watching a long the 
shore) as the vessel 
lurched and rolled. But the 
sturdy hoot did not. over­
turn. Instead, it sank­
directly lo Ute OOUom . 

"Murder ! Munier! Mur­
der!", shrieked the man 
from \1assachusctts, 
st.anding waist deep in t he 
water. The other passenger 
and crew swam loward::; 
shore except Kent who 
swam down river in pur­
suit or his satchel which 
was floating along nicely 
atop the folded buffalo 
robe 

of Portland, Eagle and 
Delta Mills and the grist­
mills of Wacousla and 
Portland, He located a . 
large homestead in Oneida 
township and in 1838 mar­
ried Eliza Hixson, a sister 
to James Ncwmans' wife. 

He hl'!<-,amo an owner in 
the gristmill and sawmill 
a t Grand Lt!dge in 1854 
and in 1861 moved his 
family kl that town, having 
built a large hbme on West 
Jefferson street. He lived 
to a ripe old age and often 
enjoyed recounted the Lale 

of his ride down the river. DeWill and is the area's 
He died March 9, 1881. primary historian. 

Ken Coin is a re1;ident of 
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Wild ride down the Looking Glass River 

By KEN COIN 

It seemed like such a 
good idea at the time. 

Saturday, June 11, 1836 
' IWP-nt.y-six yi=uu-nlrl 

Peter M. Kent., full of ener­
gy and fin~ ithias, stepped 
carefully out of the canoe 
onto the muddy north 
bank of the Looking Glass. 
He flung his ~Ht,chr,I nnd 
bedroll up onto drier 
gruund lh~11 lu ru~<l aud 
tossed a small s ilver coin 
to the Indian who had fe r­
ried him across. 

It was well-worth the 
money; the crossing had 
been the only thing thnt 
had gone smoothly on his 
three-day trip from Jack­
son. 

Up the steep riverbank 
he trudg(,'CI.. his nose follow­
ing the s mell of wood 
1,moke a1ld his cars, t.hc 
rabble of thirty or so fren­
zied land lookers. Capt 

ng avern sat 
majestically atop the huge 
open hill offe ring n dynam• 
ic view of the river val ley. 
Making his wuy through 
the gathering, K,:mt haikd 
an older man, a short but 
grizzled and robust fellow 
and inquired, "ls this 
where Scott lives?" 

Captain Scott squinted 
his eyes, sizing-up the 
enthusiastic young man 
then as;;c~ing l11e t.'dcctic 
rahh\e gathered at his 
homc."Hcst:.,yshcrc." 

There was nu room for 
Kent at Scott's Inn that. 
night, nor the next. nor the 
next. 

I-le therefore hod plenty 
of t ime to consider his 
options for continuing h.is 
trek to !us ultimate desti­
nation at the Newmnn set­
tlement near t.he oonflu­
ence of the Grand and 
Looking Gl!lss. Jn the 
meantime he onjoyod what 
appeared lo be the only 
local pa,;time of milling 
around the hotel, smoking, 
drinking and so lving all 
t.hc probloms of the fron ­
tier. 

Kent had been told that 
the Indian trail wes"t of 
Scott's was passable but, 

like his trip up from Jack­
son, full of ubstacICs at 
every turn. The alterna­
tive, however, was to t ra ­
verse t he Looking Glass 
:mri, mi lm:k wnulrl havP. it, 
a "boat~, operated by Mr. 
HewiU. and Dr. Levi Jenni­
son would be weighing 
anchor for Ionia on 
Wednesday. 

'l'he boot, hHrcly q1wlify­
ing the definition, was a 
25-fouL canue wilh pules 
lashed across it to form 
outriggers (of sort,;). The 
cargo for this voyage was 
mostly freight: castings 
nnd lixturcs for the Kidd 
Fanning M ill Co. at Ionia, 
a shipment of medicines 
for a doctor at Lyons, a buf­
falo robe and other sundry 
items. Kent. looked at tbe 
vessel with skepticism but 
afkr being assured t.hat 
Hewitt and Jennison had 
been conductp 
ng a regular booming bu,;i­

e,;it- he paid his fifiy-cen"t 
fare and boarded with his 
satchel and bedroll firmly 
clutched. 

"The river is up and the 
chmmPl is dReJl 

The wind is steady and 
stmn,:. 

Oh. umn't we hmw a 
jolly good time as we go 
i;ailingnlong?" 

Down the river. Oh, 
dou.m the ,iuer. 

Oh, dvwn the river we 
so-oh-oh ... ~ 

And down the river_thcy. 
did go. The captain, man­
ning the improvised rnd­
der, pointed out the numer­
ous natural wonders of the 
Looking Glass river basin. 

After seve ral hours of 
bumping and lurching and 
gelling smacked in the face 
by low hanging b-rancheS 
they reached the mill site 
of the Waterloo Joint Stock 
Co. {Wttcousta}. Having 
survived mild rapids, a few 
-running a1;,<rounds and a 
couple of ;~60 degree spins, 
Kent was at last ahle to 
pry his white .knuckles 
from their deat h-grip on 
his baggage. By the time 
lhey passed the Deitz 
homestead he found him­
self actually enjoying the 

excursion. 
Oae of the other paying­

passengers wa~ a Massa­
chusetts man whose lack of 
adventure was amply oom­
J)P.nsat.erl hy pe,;.c;;m;i;tie 
qualities. From the onset of 
the journ~y h~ 1:1ppointcd 
himself ship Ndoomsayer". 

"Keep it in the center!" 
'We're gonna 

aground!" 
"Tum us back around!" 
'Wi:'n; gl1ing to be 

killed!" 
He never once let up 

and as thoy fin ally 
approached the river's 
mouth al the Grund all his 
waili.ng and gnnshll1g came 
to a self fulfilled prophecy. 
Wheo the craft faced the 
cross-current of the Grand 
all was lost. 

"Murder! Murder! Mur­
der!", cried the mall from 
Massachusetl.8 (much to 
the amusement of the! Indi­
ans watching along the 
shorei--a;- the V<lSS<ll 

lurched and rolled. Dut the 
sturdy boat did not over­
turn. Instead, it sank­
directly to the bottom. 

~furdor! Murder! Mur­
der!". shrieked t he man 
from Massachusetts, 
standing waist deep in the 
water. 'l'ho other passenger 
and crew swam towards 
shore except Kent who 
swam down river in pur­
;;uit of his satchel which 
was noaUng along nicely 
atop the folded buffalo 
robe 

On the bright s ide, the 
upset took place exactly at 
the spot where Kent 
wis hed to disemba rk. 
James Newmfln. having 
hC'ard the criC's of mun:ler 
from his r.Bhin, rir.<.hed 
down to the river to wel­
come them all ashore. 

Kent became a pcrma• 
nent resident of t he area 
and closely associaled wilh 
the building and opurating 
of several mills in many 
area townit. He wns 
involved in the building or 
developlllent or the 
me.chanics for· the sawmill;; 

of Portland, Eagle and 
Delta Mills and the grist­
mills of Wacousl.a and 
Por tland. He located a 
large homestead in Oneida 
township and in 1838 mar­
ried Eliza Hixson, a sister 
to James Newmans' wife. 

He became an owner in 
the gristmill and sawmill 
at Grand Ledge in 1854 
and in 1861 moved his 
family to that town, having 
built a large home on West 
Jefferson street. Ile lived 
to a ripe old age and often 
enjoyed recounted the tale 

of his ride d 
He died Mar 

Ken Coin 


