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Munroe family makes trek from New York to DeWitt

Family
eventually
settles in
Eagle

By KEN COIN

In the spring of 1836,
Jesse and Harriett (Park-
er) Munroe, along with
Harriett’s brother, Hiram
Parker, tock a rather
unusual trip which would
later have a great impact
on the history of this
region.

" The Munrae's left their
five daughters and two
sons at their farm on the
Batavia Road east of Buf-
falo, N.Y. and tock a horse-
back ride of dynamic pro-
portionsg. In search of a
new home they rode west
through Ohio and on into
Indiana. Not finding any-
thing to their mutval lik-
ing they continued on into
Tlkinois and further yet into
Wisconsin; still nothing,
They purposely avoided
the Michigan territory.
They had seen enough
“Michiganders” who had
returned to New York,
“their sallow complexion
and tales...of shaking with
fever and ague.”

The travelers decided te
conclude their wandering
with “Inok through Michi-
gan, the one state they had
no idea of seitiing in when
they left home... Much ta
their surprise, they found
the stale satisfactory.”
They continued north to

the Grand River Valley
and there the Munroes
and-Hiram Parker each
found what they had been
locking for; the Munroe’s
in Clinton connty and
Parker in Ingham.

Jegse was “captivated at

" Frst sight” with the mag-

nificent forests, reasoning
that “land which supported
such growth of trees would
raise anything (he) plant-
ed. There were the black
walnut, butternut, hickory,
black cherry, birds eye
maple, curled maple, sugar
maple, silver-leaf maple,
beech, basswood,
sycamore, ironwood, white,
black and bur caks - many
being three and four feet in
diameter.”

Returning to New York
and disposing of their farm
there, Jesse and Harriett
Munroe prepared their
family for the tedious jour-
nay to their new home in
the Michigan Territory.
Two hired men were sent
overland to drive the stock
through Ohio and up to
Detroit while the family
with one additional hired
man traveled “up the
jake”, from Buffalo to
Detroit aboard the littie
steamer “Robert Fulton”.

“Detroit was very disap-
pointing to the older mem-
bere of the family a very
uninteresting town... The
buildinga were low and
very unpretentious, right
down in the mud, a small
old French town.” The lake
group and the overland

group met there and pro-
ceed on throngh the fron-
tier.

“The first day out of
Detroit {they) went only 10
miles. The road was simply
terrible. There were places
where there were half a
dozen tracks where differ-
ent travelers had endeav-
ored to get around the deep
mud holes, but each one
seemed equally bad. The
wagon wheels would sink
below the hubs.”

By early October the
Munroe party reached the
Scott sattlement at DeWhtt.
The Scott’s “were prepared
to take care of iravelers,
having a double log house
provided with appetizing
food.” The log hotel men-
tioned here was located in
the middle of the block
bounded by Main, Scott,
Bridge and Washington
streets.

Harriett Munroe and
her five danghters stayed
on at Scott’s for the next
three weeks while Jesse
and the men went on into
Eagle to construct the fam-
ily's log house. The size of
the Munroe cabin was so
unusually large for its
wilderness setting that a
curious neighbor, who fol-
lowed the sound of the con-
struction  through the
dense forest, asked upon
discovering it, “Are you
intending to keep hotel?”

At the end of October,
Jesse returned to Scotta to
collect his family and take
them to their new home in

Eagle township. “The rains
had raised the Looking
(lass River so that it could
not be forded, we were all
taken across the river in
an Indian canoe. A pole
was used instead of a pad-
dle.”

And so, the five Munroe
girls, ages 3 to 18 years,
left DeWitt, for the time
being. But they'd be back.
In the meantime they were
off on an adventure in
their mew home where
“each one found something
interesting” and each left
their mark on the history
of mid Michigan.

Note - the quotations
used in this piece are all
those of the Munroe
women, several of whom
later wrote of their pioneer
experiences. In the next

instellment I'll expand on
who these Munroe girls
became end why they had
5o much to say about the
history of this area.
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Hen Coin is a DeWitr
residert and the area’s pri-
mary historian. His col-
umn appears every other
week in this newspaper.
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In the last installment,
its autumn of 18386 and the
Munrce sisters, their
brothers and parents are
leaving Scott’s hotel at
DeWitt and being ferried
across the Looking Glass
River by Indian canoe in
the last stretch of their
journey to their new home
in Eagle township.

Marion, the eldest sis-
ter, became a teacher for
the neighborhood schoal.
She was alsc recruited by
her uncle, Hiram Parker to
teach near Mason at a set-
tlement called Jefferson
City.

Her ftravels between
Eagle and Mason tock her
on'a route along the Grand

River, including the site

where Lansing would later
be established. A favorite
resting spot for her was
the high bluff on the north
bank of the Grand and she
often rested her horse
there dreaming of someday
having a lovely homne high
above the river,

She married a Mason
merchant, James Turner
in 1843, The couple lived
at Mason until 1847 when
the state capital was
moved frem Detroit to
Lansing, They then moved
to the new town of Lensing
and built a small bhouse
(pictured here) on a site
purchased several years
garlier. Marion had plant-
ed trees on the site antici-
pating her eventual resi-
dence. It was, after all,
only a few hundred yards
south af the high bluff that
she dreamed of years earli-
ET.

James Turner pros-
pered as a merchant and
land agent in Lansing and
outlying communities. He
became actively involved

in many business enter-
prises including plank
roads and railroada. In
time, the Turper’s pur-
chased Marion’s bluff to
the northwest of their
home and later built an

impressive brick home
which still stands as the
nucteus of the Tarner-

Dodge mansion in North
Lansing.

Jamer Turner died in
1869 at the young age of
49. Marion continued to
live in their home on the
bluff for nearly 50 more
years; saw its transforma-
tion into the mansion we
see teday and died in 1912.

Betsey, also an early
school teacher in Clinton
and Ingham Counties, was
the first Munroe girl to be
recruited to teach at the
Jefferson City settlement.

In 1840, while teaching
at the Waterloo settlement
(Wacousta), she married a
local miller, Parker Web-
ber. They moved to DeWitt
in 1848 and purchased the
Btowell home at the north-
east corner of Main and
Franklin and converted it
into a “Temperance Tav-
ern”. Selling the tavern in

History
Coin continues story of DeWitt’s Munroe sisters

1850 they purchased the
DeWitt Grist Mill on
Prairie Creek and also the
former New Albany Store
{110 E. Webb Dr.} which
was converied into their
family home. Parker Web-
ber became DeWitt’s
miller, a poeition he kept
about twenty years until
hie death.

Although she retained
ownership of the DeWitt
mill {even after it burned
in 1902), Betsey moved
about 1880 to Lansing
where she remained until
her death in 1912,

Harriett was alse a
teacher in Clinton and Ing-
ham counties. In 1849 she
married John W. Longyear,
an attorney who had come
to Mason from New York in
1844 and had resettled in

Lansing when it became

the capital.
Longyear was one of
Lapsing’s earliest and

most successful lawyers.
He was elected ta Congrees
in 1862 and reclected in
1864. Following an
appointment to the U. 3.
District Court in 1870, the
Longyears  moved to
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Detroit  but  lollowing
Judge Longyear’s untirnely
death in 1875, Harriett
returned to Lansing where
she died in 1917,

Adalia married Daniel
L. Case, an attorney and
merchant who bad eatab-
lished himself at Lansing
in 1B47. Case became
involved in politica by

being elected ta the State
Hause of Representatives
in 1850, In 1858 he was
elected to his first term as
Michigan's Auditor Gener-
al.

Throughout the Civil
War he was actively
engaged in enlisting troops
in the Lansing area, It is

See Munree, page 32

































