
DeWitt-Bath Review 

DeWitt girls staging a "Mock Wedding", ca. 1914. In 
1 914 Lorna Woodruff sent this photo to her aunt, Lucy 
Lorenz in Grand Junction, Colorado_. Eighty years later 
(and through a succession of antique post card dealers) it 
found its way back to DeWitt. 

Conveniently, Miss Woodruff clearly noted the identities 
for her aunt: w-Maud Rose, v-Hazel Bray, t-Norma Beadle, 

Community 

s-Helen Dills, r-Miss Havens, o-Reva Treadwell, x-Lorna 
Woodruff (as the minister), a-Pearl Tucker (as the bride) 
and b-Lulu Clavey (as the groom). 

Although the little flower girls {far left) is unidentified, 
Lorna made a special note to Aunt Lucy that "Miss Havens 
is the primary teacher here and was dressed up as an old 
farmer." Courtesy photo. 
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Exploring vintage homes in De Witt 

Monday, January 30, 1995 

By KEN COIN 

There is something 
about houses and history 
that goes hand in hand. 
Anyone who's lived in an 
old house can't help but 
wonder who preceded 
them, who built it, what it 
was like when it was new. 
I get a lot of questions from 
people about the history of 
their homes so, this year, 
I'd like to take a look at 
the really old homes in 
DeWitt. 

First, I need to explain 
some rules ... 

I define "really old" as 
somewhere in the vicinity 
of 130-plus years. In the 
town of DeWitt, this usual­
ly equates to the smaller 
nondescript houses tucked 
in betwoon the bigger, 
fancier, turn-of-the-century 
homes (which do not quali­
(y as "really old"). 

More often than not I 
will be using modern pic­
tures because: 

( <1) I don't have many 
vintage pictures of these 
homes and; 

Cb) if I run an old pic­
ture of a house that has 
changed drastically, every-
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one gets extremely con­
fused. 

I probably won't refer to 
these houses by the names 
of the present owners. My 
apologies t.o all of you who 
own these homes but, 
frankly, I don't have a clue 
anymore of who lives 
where. Besides which, 
unless you've lived in your 
old house since the inven­
tion of dirt, the rest of us 
know it by some other 
name. (That's supplemen­
tal Old House Rule, #14-
c".. . it doesn't get your 
name attached to it until 
after you move out or are 
carried out"), 

Bear in mind that many 
of th ese homes might not 
be the ones that you drive 
by and find the most inter­
esting. But don't judge the 
Plain Jane's by their 
appearance; they are the 
real hidden treasures of 
DeWitt's history. They 
were built in an era when 
milled lumber was an 
expensive luxury - at out­
lying farms, log construc­
tion was still common 
place. They were built 

· when a house of s ix, or 
e ven four rooms, was 

extravagant and doors 
with hinges and knobs 
were a status symbol. 

There is a special 
warmth t.o these old hous­
es (well, maybe not in Jan­
uary, but figuratively 
speaking). Most all have 
been altered beyond recog­
nition of their origin al 
appearance. Many have 
been added t.o, some moved 
around the town like chess 
pawns, some cut down the 
center and made into two 
but, most remarkably, they 
have survived an average 
of 140 years and been 
called "Home Sweet Home" 
by thousands of DeWitt 
residents. 

By my calculations 
there are enough "really 
old" houses on north side 
of the river in the old plat,. 
ted village t.o keep this col­
umn filled until 1996. 
While I probably won't be 
able to control myself from 
now and again digressing 
into some dribble of non­
sense, I hope that through­
out this year you'll enjoy 
learning about DeWitt's 
oldest homes: the people 
who built them and the 
families who lived in them. 

A plat map of DeWitt taken from the Atlas of Clinton County, Michigan, published by 
C.O. Titus. 1873. Of the nearly 100 structures noted on this map, more than 40 are still 
standing. 

If you're new to the area 
and still haven't quite fig­
ured out why DeWitt is 
t.outed as "Historic", maybe 
these vignettes will give 
you a better appreciation. 
And if you live in one of 
De Witt's oldest homes (and 
haven't figured out why we 
continue with the "His­
toric" bit), maybe these 
will instill you with a little 
pride in your old house, 
with its sam~ring floors, dip-­
pin g roof, and crooked door 
frames. Ken Coin is a resi­
dent of DeWitt and the 
area S prirnary historian. 
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Matson and Skorich office was home to Bradfield family 
Ily KEN COIN 

Walter Hubble came to 
the area in 1837 as an 18-
year-old mem bet of the 
"Waterloo Joint-Stock Co." 
which founded Wacousta. 
He was (wi th perhaps a 
brother} a merchant the re 
for the company until 1840 
and rem a in ed a resident 
until 1844 when he moved 
to some governmen t land 
he had purchased in 1836 
in Essex Township (north 
and west of present St. 
J ohns}. He r emained there 
only a few years before 
moving back south, to 
DeWitt, in 1846, Here he 
established himself in 
partnership with Court­
land Hill in a general store 
on the north east corner of 
Wash ington and Bridge (on 
the presen t site of Terrano­
va's}. 

That same year (1846), 
Hubble purchased the lots 
where the Matson & Sk o­
rich offices are now located 
and, in 1848, built the pre­
sent building as his home. 
Ho appare ntly arrived in 
DeWitt with a political rep­
utation for, aside from his 
vocation as a merchant, he 
was elected county clerk in 
1846 and h eld the office 
until 1850. He was also 
elected j ustice of the peace 
in 1848. His political 
career see m s t.o have 
offered a s ufficient wage 
for it was also in 1848 that 
his partner sh ip with 
Courtland Hill dissolved 
a nd Hill (Bengal 'l'own­
ship's first settler in 1837) 
re turned Lo his own sub­
s tantial homestead in that 
t.ownship. 

The old Randolph Strickland home at 202 E. Wash­
ington, currently the law offices of Matson and Skorich. 

Although this photograph was taken over 50 years ago, 
the house ttsett was, at that time, nearly 1 00 years old. The 
picture shows a unique feature original to the house, a 
recessed porch (on the right) which faced the west. Tending 
to her flower beds in the center is Jessie Bradfield: the 
house was "home" to the Bradfield family for many years in 
the middle of this century. Ca. 1939, Helen Hilts, photogra­
pher; courtesy of Dan Matson. 

F or Hubble, what 
appeared to be a politica l 
career on the rise was sim­
ply a flash in the pan. He 
died in the fall of 1851 at 
the young age of 3'1 and 
was buried in the DeWitt 
Cemetery. 

Randolph and Mary 
(Gooch ) Strickland bought 
this h ome soon after their 
marria ge in 1051. (You'll 
remember Mary: it was 
h e r mother who had the 
misfortune of fall ing oil' the 
p,ickc t. boat a long the E rie 
Canrtl.J T h e s ite was con­
vcn i c-nt ly located fnr 

Strickland next to t he 
county jail. He was elected 
county p rosecutor in 1852, 
a position he retainecl until 
his election to the state 
Senate in 1860. ln 1862 
the Str ickla nds sought 
greener pastures (and a 
hu;;e bri ck man sion) a nd 
moved lo t he new vi II age of 
S t. J ohns. 

About. 1870, the hom<> 
was purchased by Elishn 
n nrl Frnnces (Mn rshall ) 
Pi k e, w ho re111c1i11ed h()re 
unt.i l the 18SO's when t.hey 
became pn r t of t he larg~ 
m ig ration of Qp\ViU. fami ­
lies who re located to the 
n rea of Wolverine, lvli ch i­
gan. 

Except for the eli min:i­
tion of the porches, the 
house r emains much ns it 
originally did nearly 150 
years ago. Several ori!,rinnl 
interior doors, with thumb 
lat.ch catches, remain 
intact. The solid s tructure 

wns huilL with post. and 
beAm construction an<l lh<' 
unique hi1rroof is self~:-rnp­
µort.i ng, o ffe r ing n l.irg~ 
~l~cond floor "charnlw r". 

nrigin:tl l_y accc::-secl hy <l 

tiny closet !--l.nr cnsf". 
Kt'J/ Cuin ;,... a residn1I u{ 

D,·W,tt and tl1t• ar,•(I :~ µri­
mm)· hisl or1<111. 
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De Witt home built 
in 1847 is still part 
of old downtown 

By KEN COIN 

Newlyweds Cortland 
and Lur.inda (Reese) Hill 
made their first appear­
ance in DeWitt in the fall 
of' 1837 en route to their 
homestead, which was to 
be the first settlement in 
Bengal Townsh ip (eight 
mi les north and west of 
De Wi ttJ. In 1846 they 
returned to DeWitt where 
Cortland set up a mercan­
t ile partnership with Wal­
ter Hubble. Tl1e following 
year the Hills made plans 
to build a new house in 
DeWitt on the northwest 

contract between Corlland 
Hill and James W. and 
Jesse F. 'Turner for the con­
struction of' Hill's house on 
lot 328 of block 42 . Dated 
June 10, 1817, for the con­
sideration of $460, the 
Turner brothers agreed to 
build this house. The con­
tract is fi lled with details 
regarding the constructi<>n 
techniques, materials and 
finishing specifications. 

The house was to be one 
and half stories, 24'x32'. 
Bui lt in a braced post and 
beam method, the beams 
and corner posts were to 
be 8" x 10" with 2" x 5" 

corner of Scott and Wash- studs (5" x 5" beside win-
in gton st.reels. 

In the vau lt of' the Reg­
ister of Deeds o.flice in the 
courthouse in St .• ,Johns 
there was recently red is­
cover ed, an o ld ledger 
wh ich contains copies nf 
vorious business contracts 
dnting from the mid-
1800's. Among them is a 

dnws and doors) and 3" x 
8" fl oor joists. All framing 
was to b e of oak or ash 
including the deck ing 
boa,·ds of the roof. 

The house was to have 
11 windows, each of 12 
panes of glass, each pane 
10" x 14". It would contain 
eight.. in terior doors and 
three exterior doors (3' x 7' 
x 2" thick). All floors were 
to be clear umatchecl'1 pine 
with the exception of t he 
kitchen, which specified 
wh ite ash . E ight-inch 
baseboards were to be fi n­
ished througl1out the 
house with beaded mold­
ing on all doors ~nd win­
dows . All finish lumber 
was to be clear pine, black 
walnut. or butternut (n 
pnl e wnlnutsubstitute ). 

Rxtrn -wide corni ce 

History 

114 S. Scott Street• The pioneer home of Cortland and 
Lucinda Hill, Bengal township's first pioneers, built in 1847 

boards and gable-end trim 
was to be i nstall ed in the 
latest Greek Revival style 
"to match that of (the) 
store built by Thomas 
Lewitt". One of the exteri­
or doors was to a lso be fin­
ished in a high Greek style 
with "extra fixings" and 
there waR lo be, in addi­
tion, a '15' square portico 
(porch) with roof and latis 
(sic.) on 2 sides". 

Ther e was to be a 9 ' x 
32' cellar a nd the house 
would rest on 18" thick 
stone wall s, faced wit.h 
c<>bblestones. (Nole 
a lthough the house was 
lat.er raised onto a high er 
foundation, traces of the 
ori~inal cobblestone f'a cini;; 
can still be seen at ~round 
leve l from Washington 

Street.) 
The Hill family 

remained in this home 
only a few years, selling it 
to F rederick Reed. Joseph 
Edmond Williams, a car­
penter, purchased it in Lhe 
early 1860's and owned it 
until the end of the centu­
ry. He and his wife Abby 
h ad 10 children, which 
fill ed the house to capacity. 
A peek inside the house­
hold in the 1880 census 
shows eight adults and two 
ch ildren living within 
( Praise the Lord and pass 
the as pirin!) '!'heir adult 
children included: 
Edmond, George, Odgen, 
Nellie, Edith McC:lin tock, 
Marinda Worden-Lapham, 
Ellen St.an, pfly a nd Eunice 
Vail. 

DeWitt-Bath Review 

during their brief residence in DeWitt. Photograph by Jen­
nifer Vincent. 
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Old county jail saves life of neighbor 

lly KEN COIN 

The uniqu~ old C linton 
Count) .J.,il Rt. 206 E . 
\V-1:::hingt ()ll has D very 
111lE'rt.~:-;t111g history, but. 
bl"for0 I go into iilll the 
\\ hf>n·; ... , \\ h11·:-:. ;:'1 11d h (w.:'s of 

tl::- n ng1n I'd l ike to 
d n f•r '.!+' i1 ncl .-;;11n pl y tell n 

-- l o r ·. 111 f\L·n regarding 
.-nlll,· ,,f 11 .. .:. notable past 

llill 1;1 tl •.-. 

In lh1• ~-;1rl_y clays of 
l.>c-\\'1tt. 1ht•l't:• wa:-,; n family 

whn h n111L•;-; t eaded north of 
the ,·illage rn the township 
,it· ( >11\(' . For the $nke of 
!1 ;;1l ,d11 _\·. I 1,·on't re-late the 
;ic{i;;,I l ;.1n1il_\ name • Lve'll 

c tl l tlwrn t h,-- Smith family. 
.\\,- Srnn.li ::-t.ylcci him­

--1 -lt ; ! h! ,,c k :-:: rnit.h. but he 
, ·1,n ,l 111 i, ·d ,nh ,:i limited 
1, : :.-1 1 , ·.~-~ · int. fo r \\'..1 11 1. o f 
l · ,1-i r 111 .. r ...: hut m ore fn r 

,11 1h1 11Pn. Thc­
- 11, t·: 1 l,1f;11 h l1 \·1•d l ll 

; i,,-., , r ,._ 1 ·\1 •1, hy ~qualid 
!·•· :,• 1•r ...: : :1nd:Hds. Thl' 
:11-1~hl,nn:ig ::-el.l ie r:::· usual 
r ·11;1n1 '-. h1·, .. n -vcr. t.urned tn 
:,i.l 1:....:1,; it 1:,i ; 1,\'Jl,1 ll it :-:-}owl} 

l .. •t·· , nH.· :,pp;n01H th,:1t. 
tilvr·,, \,,, .. m nrc t.n iVlr. 

:--;.1111t h 1h,1n nH't t.he eye. 
!:,-...:,di :i hln<:k::-111i1.h, 

~111 1r h ,, .1...: :d:-:o n t.h it>f, 
, . ., , - t,,i·k ;·11:-1 lr· r nnd 

1,r , 1111• 1i i 1110, frJ\·olnus 
!: 1\•. - 1111 ~ 11pnn h if- gor1d 
11t·1.~ld -1 , 1 ~ l 'l'o plr- Sf• , 111 

1, r. ,d 11! 11 :-j11rn e indivi(lu­
, 1- r •·L• l t:111.,ld hy l::1.wful 

r111·.,- 11n·~: ill hl•r·.-:: t.lH)k n 
111,q , rl · r1·<·f .-ipprnnch b_y 
h , -: t1 111;.! ti lt' t.:\r n ut. o f 

:---.r1111h \'.'hl?tH'Vt."' r thC'y fe l t 
111 :-c l ic, · cn 11 ld be b0s1 
-..,•1·\l•d . 

11 n r, th 111~ ebe , Smith 
\ \ :1., ;1t 11•;1~:1 cnn::-i~t.ent, 
:i11d " lwn Iii, mi$Chief 
1;11l t•d 11, Cl'.1::-P, n v1g-i lant.e 

c n r11 r1 11IIPf' wn:s; formed 
.11t1Png t lw usu nlly placid 
1 ..... d --•· I .-\n •'i11di gnr1tion 
111, · 1•1 !1 1:..:·· ,\ ":-- ht)ld wht'rt'. 
:d ( 1·· q •\11'\' in:; ,di lhL• 
,,pi 111!L-. 1 1 ,,·u:...: d c·cide-d t.n 
!, il l ::-,;.11 1 1!11. lt w;i::- ~u~gC'::::t ... 
, ·d ih: 1! ;lw 111t •n dr:,"· lnt.~ 

:o ... 1•t· , , ho would hn\·e t.he 
tl tl!, nl dnl llJ:! h1111 1n. 011<' 
....... , 11 1,-r· , • \t'!1 lll i'I!'(' fr•d Ill) 

The first Clinton County Jai l was located at 206 E . 
Washing1on St. in Dewitt. Photo by Jenniler Vincent. 

than t.he r~st, t.o lrl t.lw 
grou p nnt. t.o bot.her with 
dr;.1win~ :--tr:·iw .... • \w'd glad­
ly dn lhP jnlJ. 

Tht• dgil:1111.e cnnnn iU.ee 
:,:c•L ti p l;1n 1.c1 cn r1v0rge ns a 

brr·nup on th(• Smit.h hnrne­
stead, c1 nd thereby give 
t heir vnlu nt.eer a chance t.n 
snuff r.ut. Smit.h. Disguised 
n:"' lndi,·rn~. t.he group was 
about to carry out their 
ohj ccLi,·e, ,,:hen wnrd wns 
n~ct?ived thnt. Sm1lh had 

been tnkcn 1ntJl custDd_v. 
\\'ouldn 't you knnw, 

nnrnng~t t.he grnnp wns 
snn,.- !..:_111Hly-t.,vc)-:-,hnes who 
:-ipcdi c-d P'!erynnc· \ fu n by 
making t rnck:'} ti"-. DeVVitt i.n 
l.Ht.tlc· to I he Ciltinl._}'" t:l lcr iff 

A 1><>:-:f:<-~ 11.-,d tl1e n bt.~c~n ~cnt. 
n ut. 10 ,1pµrehcnd Smith, 

whn w;.1 :-: t.lu·•n brought. to 
DeWit.t ;ind lodged here in 
t.he jnd. If you thi nk the 
vigil;:1111.C• cnmrniUA:'P was 
i ndignanl. be lore. now t,hey 

were spitting tacks. 

All dressed up and 
n0where to go, the commit­
tee decided it would be a 
waste of good war paint to 
si mply go home, so they 
mnclific<l their plans. They 
swoc;µed <lov,•n on the 
Smith hnrnesteud and 
clest.rnyecl everything in 
::;lght (which, besides the 
log c.ibin, wnsn' t. rnnch ). 

It was a rousing 

.. . 

:-:·::..'u•~.::.. <ind thr:' ~ugg:1?$­

Li,""ll was quickly made thnt 
1 h v~ .-..t\ 1-iulc! n i11 1. i11ut· on t.o 

Df."\\'11.t. drng Srn ith from 
1.h c· jail. and ~t.ri ng him up. 
_.\ H~r" rHI :-:uggc-;=;t.ion was 
rnadl? t hot. the group might 
get. n big j ug of corn 
s.queez in's, poli£h it off. 
nnd then brng nbout thei r 
i•x plnit.s. The j ug won out.. 

Th e µanic-stricken 
S mit h family, upon seeing 
t.heir vengeful neighbors 
dre :;:::.Nl n::- I ndi ans, had 
iled tn DeWitt to seek 
n ·l'u~e. but t h err. was no 
:~; 111nunrv t,1 be foun d . It. 
\\'c1:·rn ·1. t°iwt DeWitt. folk 

lackPd r n mpnssil)n altn­
g,• i lh-1· - " ·.,·;)~ .Just th :it 
t h1 · S- 11 ;11 h·.~ :c-,mclled sn 

rr.1 11 . Thc-y ',\·Pn• tunwd 
n wny n t C\ rry door. and 
evp;n u:d l_y :--;mply walked 
nw,,y. 

SpM,k i n ~; of" wa lking 
,1way. Smi th h im self $01)11 

nrt.e,· r·.-caped from t.he ja il , 

nnd he 1.00 mnde tn1cks for 

part.~ unkn1 1 wn . Lat.er, it 
wns cir-cr.li"itNl around 
DPWit.t. thin h(' was ru n 
O\' t• r by n trc1 in in the far 
we~! . Could be, but. th ;i t 
;o.011nd:-- mnn• l i ke wishf'ul 
th11 1ki11g u -..- Ll1e corn 

15<p1rezi11's 1.cdking ngnin ). 
1\t!a Coin ,.-.- u rcsidf~lll o( 

nl'V'f'i"u one! (Ill an:a hi:.tori­
r, n . 

I , . 
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Coin relays part two of De Witt infamous jail history 
B y KEN COIN 

In the frontie r years 
De Witt's county jail housed 
many out laws. These were 
mostly limited to the town 
drunks, petty thieves, run­
away children and an occa­
sional painted lady. T here 
were fe w sensational 
crimes in Clinton County 
but ther e was one excep­
tional trial. 

In the summer of 184 7 
there occurred a very 
unusual murder. It hap­
pened a long the Maple 
River, far removed from 
DeWitt. But as DeWitt was 
then t he county seat, the 
accused was brought here 
to the j ail to stand trial. 
His nam e is not recorded, 
but he was a Native Amer­
ican of t h e Sagin aw t ribe, 
whose h ome was along the 
Pine River at "the Village 
of th e L ittl e Pines" where 
St. Louis (in Gratiot Coun­
ty) is n ow located. He and 
a compa nion had been in 
the vill a ge of Ioni a where 
accompanied by several 
others from their tribe 
they we nt on a drinking 
spree that lasted several 
days. Returning home 
along the Maple River, the 
two intoxicated men decid­
ed to camp alone for the 
night but had only one 
blanket between the two of 
them . In the morning one 
of the pair lay dead and 
cold with a knife in his 

chesL; the other wa 1m but 
guilty. 

After being brough t to 
DeWitt, the accused lin ­
gered in the cellar of the 
jail while the county offi­
cials debated how to pro ­
ceed. Sheriff Wm. F. J eni­
son and Prosecutor Levi 
Townson wer e well 
relieved when a deputation 
of Saginaw Indians an·ived 
to pet ition for the murder­
er's release into their cus­
tody to be t1ied by them in 
their own time-honored 
fashion . T heir petition was 
quickly granted and the 
accused was taken to the 
P ine River settle ment to 
owoit a t r ia l among his 
own peop le. 

The story would proba­
bly end h ere if it hadn't 
been for a m inister who 
chanced to enter into the 
picture. Rev. Man asseh 
Hickey, a t raveling mis­
sionary to th e Indian a of 
central Michigan, h ap­
pened to be in the Maple 
River Valley during that 
summer and s tumbled 
upon a n extraordinary 
occurrence which h e 
recorded in amazing detail. 
His vivid account (from 
which this following synop­
sis was token) is recorded 
in the Mjchjgan Pioneer 
Collections Vol. 4. 

Rev. Hickey accompa ­
nied by his in terpreter 
John Kahbeeje made a sur­
pnse visit to the Ojibwa 

village of Chief Wnbecake 
Maki toquet nt the rapids 
of the Maple wh ich was 
described by the pastor as 
a village of some 40 to 50 
fatnilies. They were 
received in Lhe log house of 
the chief but given an 
unusually cool reception. 
After on extended conve r­
sation, Kahbeeje was able 
to determine that the chief 
suspected the white minis­
ter of being something of a 
spy sent by the whites to 
pry into their a ffairs. Their 
"affair", as it turned out, 
was the t rial of the mur­
derer which was to be held 
that same day. 

Although th is Oj ibwa 
band had no real connec­
lion with the Saginaw 
hand to which the mur­
dered and accused 
belonged, it was the native 
custom to hold "cour t" at 
th e village nearest to the 
scene of the cr ime. Hence, 
Makitoquet's village was 
swelled with t he fami lies 
of th e victim and accused 
as well as those of the 
chiefs who had come to 
conduct the t1ial. The term 
"trial" can be used loosely 
here. The accused was con­
sidered guilty from the 
s tart . This was a court to 
determine his sentence. 

A new wigwam with a 
seating capacity of 200 
persons had been erected 
for the occasion from poles 
and covered with bark . 

After twn simultaneous 
feasts, (one involving those 
associated with the mur­
derer and one involving 
those associated with the 
victim), o procession from 
both feasts was made to 
the new wigwam for the 
proceedings. 

"They entered es if they 
were going to a funeral • 
all parties dressed in their 
regalia: blankets, leggins, 
moccasins tastily worked 
with beads and colored 
porcupine qu ills, silver 
bands on th eir a rms, col­
ored turbans on their 
heads, with valious feath­
ers of wild birds in their 
h air. Th e blankets of th e 
Indians were white, red 
and blue. Their shirts were 
mos tly turkey-red ca lico. 
The women had broadcloth 

blankets, many of them 
blue, and skirt.s of the 
sorne nwt.crial." 

With the wigwam tilled 
by the principal families, 
nearly 100 more ~µectators 
were seated outside in n 
semi-circle facing Lhe open 

doorway. The crowd, ncnr­
ing 300, was comµlctely 
si lent. I t. was Li me tn 
begin. 

More tn follow 
Ken Coin is a De Witt 

rc.-:idc:nl oud the areo '.-. pri­
mary historian. 
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De Witt re ,nembe red 

Justice wasn't exactly at the heart of famous Indian trial 
KEN COIN 

Along one side of the large w igwam sat the fam ily of 
th e deceased. The mnst. dist.ant relatives were posi ti oned 
in the for, back corner with the widow and her children 
seated closest to the door. Likewise, the family of the 
accused were situated 3Jong the opposite wall. The last to 
enter was the accused, escorted by the Muskahkenene, 
t he medicine man, Shaman of the Saginaw people. 

The murderer matle every effort to form a morose pic­
ture. His face was blackened with charcoal to denote sor­
r ow; hi s blanket and leggings were t orn with holes to 
show humilit y and r egret. He a nd the Muskahkenene 
Look their places in t h e center of the silent wigwam. 

After a long pe1iod of silence, the first to speak was a 

member of the criminal's family. He rose and related lo 
the a udi ence a full account of the murder along with a 
statement regarding the accused's fu ll confession to the 
crime. At the end of his speech, an endorsement of the 
ciiminal's.entire fami ly was affirmed with an "Ah!" The 
Muskahkenene then rose and took a dozen new Macki ­
naw blankets from the criminal's fam ily and laid t hem 
down in front of the widow and her ch ildren. 

Next, in turn, a member of" the mw-dered chief's fami­
ly rose and spok e on behalf of the deceased. H e extoll ed 
the good qualities of the dead chief and of the loss to his 
widow, his 16-year o ld son and four s maller child r en; a 
loss wh ich could not. be restored by a 1·ew Mackinaw blan ­
kets. H is rem a rk s were endorsed by an "Ah!" from the 
accused's fami ly. after which the Muskahkenene again 
b1·oug ht. forward ,; i fts, th is time bl u e broadcloth and 
offere d it to the widow. 

A fourth speaker then spoke on behalf of the chief's 
chi ldren. His sad orntion was followed by another "Ah !" 
from the fami ly. 

A li fth and finfll speaker on beha lf of the accused then 
rose a nd spoke frankly, addressing the fact that the mur­
dernr's fa mily had sac,·iliced a grea t deal to buy these 
presents fo r th e widow in the hopes 0f buying the life of 

this foo lish young cr imina l. They, f"o r the ir part , 111,d 
shown him forgiveness by their generos ity a nd hoped 
that t he widow and the fam ily of the murdered chief 
could do likewise . "Ah '" 

More presents were p,·oduced: broadcloth, wampu111, 
beads and tobacco. Following this presentation there wns 
a profound silence among those inside and outside the 
wigwam which lasted more than five minutes. At length, 
a sixth and final speaker rose and with great determ ina­
tion outlined the needless destruction this situation had 
caused in everyone's lives. • Ah!" 

Once again the Muskahkenene presented more of the 
same sort of gifts to the widow then returned to the cen­
ter of the wigwam where he again sat down next to the 
accused. It was now t ime for the Muskahkenene to bring 
the ceremony to closu r e. He t ook a plug of Cavendish 
tobacco from his fawn skin pouch and slowly filled the 
bowl of his large, redstone, Mississippi pipe and attached 
the long carved s tem. Also from his pouch he brought out 
a small !lint, a steel and a small pi ece of punk (shredded 
tinder), 

He rose a nd addressed the entire assembly: "Brothers. 
we have met her e before the Great Spi ,·it, who sees us 
all, who knows why we are met, who sees right down into 
our hearts, who knows what your tongues have talked, 
and what your hearts have thought and he knows who t 
these presen ts are tha t. I have carried over a nd give n t.o 
this family to make peace f"or th is trnuble. Now, if ynu ,di 
ar e true tn each other a nd int.end to set.tie th is trou ble 
and let this young man t hat has bl"Ought. this trouble in 
our wigwams and hearts live, then I will have t.o s t r ike 
this llint once only with I.h is steel to light this pipe nl 
peace. But if some off you have kept back in your heans, 
thoughts and fe eling cont,-ary to peace, as you on both 
si des have talked, then i wi ll ha ve t o strike this flint 
more than once to brini; I.he fire to lii; ht th is pipe 01" 
peace." 

The assembly replied, "Ah 1" in u ni son as th e 
Mus kahken ene held t.he tools above the pipe bowl. Fo,· 

the li,·st t.ime s ine~ t he prnceedings began, th e murderer 
looked up from the ground to see if the pipe would li ght 
with nne s t rike . I t d id. The medicine man tonk a few 
healthy puffs tn get the pipe stoked then offe red it to 
each of" th e murdered chi ef 's family with in the wigwam 
begin ning with the you ng son, second the widow. On ly 
when presented with the pipe did the widow show any 
sign of emotion. Her rigid dign ity cracked as she smoked 
and tears streamed down her cheeks. 

Some s howed s igns of resistance to smoking the peace 
pipe and had to be offered a second or t hird time. These 
shows of abstinence added t o the tension with in fo1· it 
was known by all that any member of the bereaved fam i­
ly had a full right t.o refuse the pipe and instead, in the 
full presence of al l, without explanation, ri se up and k il l 
the mu,-derer with a tom,,hawk. 

When each of the berenved had shared the pipe, it WHS 

th en offered li kewise to each of the m urderer's fami ly 
until a t last, all had made the sign or peace. The cnu rt 
was cl0sed a nd th e murderer was allowed ln live. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's primary 
lzistorian. 
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First Clinton County jail had 4-inch_thick walls 
n KEN COIN 

- - . b not Lt1lk 1ng Just mch t.h1ck [) . I S J _ _ 
. y ◄ J se ri ou s appreciati on y , . I I I k n vH ... coU, r. 1n pn rticu-

"His tor ic DeWitt." A jai l :in: p nnks Wl"t~_. Lhc:-;;c p a i_i S lnr. H e, in I.urn soon sold iL 

Yes, all th is and he building, 150 years old, is n ~ ,- -~- -~ --::;:_:"'-_/\ ·-==-'-' -----,--==c wc ;·e/ar~ alt"!. two _ feet a s a residence to M. B. 
d raws t.oo. The acco1npany- true rari.ty in Michigan. - - ··- -·· ----'-- ---- _ __ :.:.:.-:::=:=..:..:· wic e _anc at_ c nSL lnur mch- Nan1co11 wh o he ld it n few 
ing s ketch was clon e by T he subject of the jail =-· , __ _ _______ ____ - es thick, s olid oak._ 1 year s be fore selling it to 

yours truly for the library firs t appears in the records · -- , __ . -, !3y "'( cakula tions'. 
th

·e I Albert Lott. 
20 years ago, (1 kind of in 1 8 40 whe n mone y was : ;.r H~ i por·_trnn e lt fo r tbe Jailer 

8 
Lott. was a wflgon 

. : ;- i .. d . 1: residence must h a ve been . 
choked on those la s t three appropriated by the newly , - ,.7_ ,c f _ nrnker whose shop was _ l , -, --''!'. ' : , I I t.he front two story portion. I I I I 
words ) to give a c ear er formed county 1or an office _._._ •:IH- l- !·• _; , . .. . C . _ oca tec on tie nort1e ast 
look at how the old jail buil ding and for a jail a nd ____ ._.;~-,,.:a,__

0
_.: , .;__.:_:_ _ _ _ = b r ~ntila ry t.o p°/'ul"(r corn e r of Scott a nd Main. 

may h a ve appeared when ja ilers residence. The ~ ,:;•::..-:=:~~.,~-;-- ·"':.:.=-:...a--, .. ...• . .,, ··.·· - · · J ~ 18 
' t rn. county s ,en He was nlsn a musician in . . . . ·r~r- ~ I ,·t - ··. 01-=-- ··- ' d id not reside here. It was C 

1t was new. The porch is a bmldm g contracts we re ' ,: 1• __ t.:·I · ,;I.----~, : 11 . db f . ,o mp<1ny l-1 of the 27th 
bit of artistic license - t here awarded to Willi am H. I · ;,1: ]I · -~r1! ,'. .' 1usua hy occ,upile dy abami- Michigan Infantry and 

• 1 t : r n · • · t e 1us)a n em, 
may ormaynothavebeen Utley,alocal but!der whose ,,, JJ_,,_,-,a,

1
il ' · :- .- : y,d · . . 1 g pu rc lrnsedthe forme r 1'a il • • . . '" · ,J 1 1 1 -~ "7 -J~,I J1 •l : , un er contract as Jal e r . . · 

one on the origmal st.rue- bids were consider ed to be ' I , '· ,;,j ! 'ii '. ,, d 1 ., k d di rectly after hi s return 
ture . the lowestofa_ny respons1- 1 ~ '1' 5HJ1, •~1-~ ( 1.,•nt· • ' ~!n'l1 ... H· ~- 1 1 l . from duty 111 the Civil War " - t]"' .. --,,~n 1 .... 't-·-•""n-,•··-- u"I' ' .. r ,I an t ie w 11e as COi) an . . . 

F th t ~ w k bl " b 'dd ff b d ~ ti 'i:•l',~11[!)1__111,:_1~k~1•1',iilll1~,~Li_Ul@w__ _____L 11 11 1·' I lau ndress . There I S howev- It r I - - 1 1 · h _-
or e pas e w ee s, e 1 er. 18 I or ,e 1·-~-•- ·--·· ,, ___ '"·-·· --·· . -·rr...:_-:_·.-_::::::-· .''.7i~ ~ , I e r e vidence tha t the town . e nume( 11s ome until 

I've passed along s t.ories _of jail was recorded at $1,078, 11 ' --- - ,. co,nstabl e ma have been his cleat.Ii in 1896. 
former mmates of this his- The completion date was II d 1 · y h I 
toric hoosegow but the set for the fall of 1841 but a owe to ,ve er e. t ,e 1860 census s hows the 

house occupied by Robe rt 
D a nie l5, constable while 
the cont.r~1 ct..ed jail e r fo r 
that time period was David 
Olin who lived in and oper ­
a ted the Clint.op House 
tave rn. 

Illustration - A pen and ink drawing of what the old Clin­
ton County Jail may have looked like in the 1840·s - not far 
removed 1rom its pres ent appearance. 

structures' value to 
De Witt's heritage is 
enough to warrant some 

when this wa s not accom­
plishe d, Seth Marvin was 
hire d to fini s h the project. 

In 1842, the lot on 
Washington Street was 
deeded over to the county 
by Captain Davi d S cott 
with the provision that. 
shoul d the county scat 
move from DeWitt, or 
s hould the county cease 
using the s ite for the pur­
poses of a jail, the property 
would re vert back t..o him­
se lf or his heirs. With a site 
secured, Ma rvin completed 
this building in the s pring 
ol 1843 . 

The records ,._. c~ rl! - J)Oi 
spedfi.c ns t.o what ! :<i r ti on::; 

of t he structur e wer e 
designed for ja il µu rposes 
and which were left frir r c~,­
idence, bu t h aving been i 11 

the building with a n oppor­
tunity to snoop into t he 
nooks and crann ies , I 
believe that t he sout.he rn 
one story portion cnnstitut,. 
e d the jail cells. This por­
tion is built like a fortress 

Afte r the coun ty sent. 
wa s removed t.o S t. Johns 
in 1857 , t he old jai l 
remained in use by the 
county until 1862 whe n a 
facil i ty was built in t ha t 
triwn. After th is date , in 
accnr dance with Capt.~ln 
Scott's deed, the jail lo t 

with plnnk\ng on t.he wal ls, reve rte d back t.o h i~ heirs , 
floo r s a nd ceil ings We're 

Ken Coin. is a DeWitt 
resident and the area'.-; pri­
nwry historian. 



Community 
DeWitt loses zest following Civil War 

DeWitt-Bath Review -
Families 
leave during 
and following 
war years 

By KEN COIN 

had been built about ten 
years earlier by Phillip 
Peck and went through 
several owners before 
Anderson, a young farmer 
from north of town, 
brought his family here 
just prior to his enlistment 
in company E of the 23rd 
Michigan Infantry. His 
wife spent the war years 

In 1860, DeWitt was here waiting with her 
competing as the most small children for Ander­
vibrant community in .the son to return. He never 
area. Lansing was a mere did. He was captured and 
thirteen years old. St. died at Andersonville 
Johns, the new county prison camp two days after 
seat, less than four years Christmas in 1864. 
old. But at 27 years old, The Anderson's new 
DeWitt was alr.eady into neighbors in the house 
its second generation and next door (to the north) 
had long since shaken off were Shubal and Jane Vin­
its rough-hewn pioneer cent. They too had been 
exterior. It had established farmers north of DeWitt 
churches and businesses. and· although he was well 
The school was in its third past forty, Vincent defied 
decade. There were nicely his wife's protests and 
appointed hotels and com- enlisted as a hospital stew­
fortable taverns. The ard in company G of the 
streets were graded, free of 23rd. He died of disease at 
stumps and lined with the end of 1863 in Bowling 
comfortable homes; homes Green, Kentucky. 
that were filled with fruni- Unlike Mrs. Anderson, 
lies, young and old. whose whereabouts after 

But, for all its promise the war is unknown, Jane 
and quaintness, DeWitt Vincent remained in this 
·would within the next five same house in DeWitt. She 
years of the Civil War, slip ultimately remarried and 
into a drab stagnation that continued living in this 
would last for decades. house for a good rriany 
During these -war years years. But she was the 
most families would leave exception to the norm. 
and by 1865 the faces and Their neighbor to the 
names that made up the southeast, at the end of 
DeWitt community would , 
become very different. 
Some left to follow ·the 
county seat to St. Johns. 
But, perhaps that was 
more often a diplomatic 
excuse to leave without 
admitting to the remain-
ing neighbors that life in 
De Witt had lost its zest. 
Most simply left because 
there was nothing remain­
ing here for them. 

For a semi-random 
sampling of what I'm try­
ing to get at here, let's look 
in on some war era fami­
lies in one of DeWitt's 
neighborhoods; up in the 
northeast part of town 
near Franklin and Madi­
son streets. 

Madison street was the 
Abram Casterline family. 
Like Shubal Vincent, Cast­
erline felt a need to con­
tribute his services and he 
also enlisted in the 23rd, 
as a hospital steward. 
After returning from the 
war he remained in for 
only a brief time, then sold 
out and moved his family 
to Maple Rapids. 

On the western side of 
this neighborhood, Morgan 
and Cornelia Christopher, 
who lived at the northeast 
corner of Madison and 

Monday, June 19, 1995 

Bridge, saw two of their 
sons, John and George, 
enlist in company H of the 
27th Michigan Infantry. 
These boys saw hard fight­
ing throughout their ser­
vice and when they mus­
tered out in 1865 they did 
not return to DeWitt. 
Their family, like far too 
many others, had by that 
time left town. 

7 

On the northeast corner 
of that intersection stands 
a house which was pur­
chased about 1860 by 
George W. Anderson. It 

George Anderson purchased this house in the c ity of 

DeWitt in 1860. Photo by Jennifer Vincent. 
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Coin offers workout regin1e - ~- Ill t 
to challenge fads of 1990's 

By KEN COIN 

Long before Jane Pon da 
was kind enough to 
demonstrate the art of 
exercising, many DeWitt 
women were able to keep 
their girlish· figures by 
paying close attention Lo: 

Aunt Drucilla's Work­
out Regimen (and dietary 
hints) 

Laundry - Pump five 
gallon s of cistern water 
into a copper boiler. Haul 
it to the woodshed and 
heat to a rolling boil on the 
laundry stove. Pump an 
additional five gallons into 
a galvanized washtub (one 
that's too wi de to carry 
without slosh ing it all 
down the front o f you). 
Haul same Lo woodshed 
a nd place on wash ben ch. 
Bending a l the waist, 
scrub laundry vigorously 
on scrub board, bend fur­
ther a nd s tre tch lo rinse 
then straighten up and 
feed with one hand 
through th!! wrin g<Jr , all 
the while turning the 
wringer crank with oppo• 
s ite hand. 

Repetitions: 375 times 
(or unlil laundry is com­
plete) three hours. 

M usclc groups : Biceps, 
pectorals. lower back a nd 
knuckles. Hinl: 13esl effect 
if performed on Monday. 

nrealcfasl - The most 

i mportanL meal of the day. 
Oegi n with a large ir on 
skillet , melt several h eap­
ing globs of bacon grease. 
i\dd firs t enough whole 
milk to produce a thick, 
pasty gravy. Fold in last 
night's left-over potatoes 
and few handfuls of meal 
(bacon works well as does 
fatty roas t beef or ham 
rind ). Sall Lo taste. Hint: If 
bulking up is your objec­
tive, crack in a few eggs. 

P ower walkin g - In a 
half-bushel bask et, load 
several dozen eggs and up 
lo Len pounds of freshly 
churned butler. Add ankle 
weights by wearing a pair 
of fi ve-pound work boots. 
Fil the handle of the bas­
ket into the crook of your 
elbow (and alternate 
between elbows every two 
minu tes or as fatigued). 
Now, pace off the half-mile 
into Lown (pace may be 
adjusted slower for deep 
mud or quickened for loose 
dogs). In Lown exchange 
bu t ter and eggs for gro­
cer ies. On the walk back 
home your pace may need 
adjusting depending on the 
perishability of your load 
or if your breakfast begins 
"working" (reread break­
fast menu and think abou'l 
il). Routine may be r epeal­
ed if you forgot something 
on your shopping !isl. 
Being mac.Jc.Jcr than n 

snort , the pace of this rep­
etition will undoubtedly be 
quicker and more emphat­
ic. 

Repetitions: Once or 
twice in a day, several 
limes per week. 

Muscle groups: Calves, 
thighs, forearms, glutes 
and jaw (if you run into 
people you know). 

R u g be atin g - Remove 
carpels and rugs one room 
al a time and carry out­
side. Smaller rugs may be 
slung over the clothesline, 
large area rugs weighing 
fifty pounds or more may 
be draped over a sturdy 
fence. Grasping a wire rug 
beater with one or both 
hands beat the tar out of 
each rug. 

Repeli lions: 
malely 200 
"thwacks" for a 

Approxi­
forceful 

s tandard 
axminsler rug, perhaps 20 
for smaller throw rugs. 

Muscle groups: Wrists, 
abd ominals, d eltoids, 
obliques, lats (you name 
it).Whi le these are only a 
very few of Aunt Drucilla's 
tips, they do give you a pic­
ture of a well-rounded fit­
ness workout before the 
advent of spandex. As lo 
i\unl Drucilla? Well, she 
died many years ago at the 
advanced age of 104 from 
food poisoning: I\ fresh 
lossed salacl with low-cal 
dressing. 

An anonymou s DeWi1t woman builds her biceps by performing repetitions of "standin£ 
curls" a t her clothesline. Ca. 1920. courtesy of the DeWitt Public Library. 
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Many pioneers-lived in DeWitt home 
By KEN COIN 

Staff Writer 

The histories of some of 
DeWitt's older homes are 
very exact and easy to fol­
low. Others, this one as a 
case in point, seem to have 
gone through dozens of 
owners within the first few 
decades of their existence. 
There is of course a history 
lesson in all of this which 
I'll be glad to share with 
you. 

From the early 1840's to 
the mid-1850s (when the 
county seat was moved to 
St. Johns) there were 
many modest homes put 
up in DeWitt; built on 
speculation or as rentals. 
Most of these homes have 
since been demolished (in 
fact most did not survive 
past the 1920's) but a few, 
such as this one, a,re still 
around. 

When I say modest, it's 
really a diplomatic way of 
saying inexpensive for the 
time in which they were 
built. The building materi­
al was often seconds and 
scrap from the sawmill; 
the building methods were 
not as sound as the heavy 
post and beam construc­
tion of occupant-built 
homes; and the finishing 
took the heavy classic 
Greek lines and either 
red uced or eliminated 

them. 
The end result was a 

very serviceable· .and spa­
cious home. for its date in 
time, often on desirable 
lots. But the object here 
was not to build an elabo­
rate home but to simply fill 
the need for quick and 
temporary housing. It was 
the desirable locations of 
most of these homes which. 
often Jed to their early 
demise. Some were built in 
the northeast quarter of 
town (many of which 
remain) but the majority,' 
at least nine, were ·built 
along East Main. Of these 
only two remain ( the 
other being directly west of 
city hall). The rest were 
later tom down or (like the 
old Pennell home directly 
across the street · from 
Baumgardners) successful­
ly incorporated into a larg­
er· home at the turn of the 
century. 

The early taxpayers of 
the Baumgardner's home, 
beginning with . David 
Dresser in 1845, reads like 
a who's who of early 
DeWitt pioneers. 1846 -
Hiram Wilcox, the county's 
first Circuit Court Judge 
and builder of the county's 
first saw mill. 1847 · pio­
neer merchant Walter 
Hubble. 1849 • pioneer 
attorney Joab Baker. 1850 
• pioneer attorney Christo­
pher Leffingwell. 1854 -
Matthew Houston, shoe­
maker. 1859 James 
Albright, master carpen­
ter. 

One hundred and fifty years old this year • the home 
of Ron and Tammy Baumgardner at 211 E. Main. Courtesy 
photo. 
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Cash Bristol ... 
corrupting De Witt 

By KEN COIN 

By the summer of 1917, 
without puuing it to an 
official vote. the residents 
of De\\"itt were of the 
unammous opinion (if such 
a thing 1s possible) that 
young Cash Bristol was 
about the wildest thing to 
e"er n p up a cloud of dust 
on the streets of DeWitt. 
Wi th nickel-plated eyes 
and enough white ivory in 
his mouth to resurface the 
keyboard of an upright 
baby grand, his solid frame 
oozed a d angerous combi­
nation of mischief and 
,·1rd ity. Cash had high 
expectations of going 
places quickly in this life. 
Trouble was. he just could­
n't seem to find the right 
road out of to\,:n. 

Residents found it hard 
to dislike someone with so 
much obvious charisma 
but with such a reputation 
preceding him. (he was 
:il :-eady credited with 
somehow bei ng responsible 
for e,·erything from the 
s.:inkinb flf the Lusitania to 
the Sar. Francisco earth ­
qu::i.kc- De\\"itt m others 

cc,cc at the thought of him 
cor:-t:pring the1:- sons while 
:a~h~r5 cneci at the 
tr.••u,::n of him corru pting 
•ht,c daughters. 

The puolic opin ion of 
Cash Bristol took a sudden 
:~rn fo r the better that 
autumn when postmaster 
Ray Derham discovered 
C.i!:'h·~ d raft notice while 
.sorur.g the davs mail. 
\\'::hrn hours, th~ switch­
boarci at the telephone 
office was lit-up like a 
Christmas tree as every 
party-h ne discussed this 
new tv:1st. Cash Bristol a 
doughboyl0 What better 

way to give the Kaiser 
what he had coming? Soon 
even the DeWitt Mother's 
Club was knitting soldier 
socks a little slower - what 
was the use? Cash would 
soon be putting an end to 
this nonsense in . Europe. 
The general hubbub of 
Cash's potential for his 
country didn't stop until 
the last hanky was waved 
at the interurban depot 
when he left town for the 
troop shi p which would 
sail him to instant victory. 

Well, it took Cash about . 
a year to end things in 
Europe; longer than most 
people expected, but then, 
"that's the military for ya.". 
During that time his let­
ters to the folks back home 
rarely spoke of his exploits. 
"Secret missions", ~Top 
Secret", "Behind enemy 
lines" were amon g the 
townfolk's reasons fo r his 
lack of detail. And when he 
returned from single-hand­
edly wi nning the war he 
was given a hero's wel­
come. Mothers set him up 
as a role model for their 
own sons. Fathers practi­
cally shoved their blushing 
daugh ters into his arms. 
The township board 
watched its mail; expecting 
any day a letter from Con­
gress begging for the privi­
lege of erecting a Cash 
Bristol mon ument in the 
center of the four corners. 

With all his new-found 
fame , poor Cash didn't 
know how to act - literally. 
He was, a fter all, the same 
old wild Cash. His little 
field trip to Europe had, if 
anything only broadened 
his horizons and plummet­
ed his morals. Truth to tell, 
as a hospital guard in 
Paris the closest he got to 

Community 
.-,._ -

~ ~ , 
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On the northside of East Main, tucked in between the 
old DeWitt Township 'Hall and Glenn Cole's garage, was the 
old pool hall. Courtesy photo. 

any battlefield was the 
result of an interpretation 
problem one evening under 
the Eiffel Tower with a 
couple of professional 
Parisian "sidewalk host­
esses." So, when he could 
no longer avoid the press­
ing questions from the 
local gents, he agreed to a 
specific evening at'the pool 
hall where he would give 
the boys, if not what they 
asked for, a t least an 
evening they wouldn't soon 
forget. 

The pool hall was filled 
beyond its capacity when 
Cash greeted the assem­
bled men. Behind him a 
patched outing sheet was 
tacked to the wall, cover­
ing the assor tment of 
tobacco advertisements. 
Near the front door a large 
"magic lantern" projector 
had been set upon a high 
pedestal; its small 
kerosene lamp shooting 
bits of light from everyone 
one of the projector 's 
cracks and holes. This 
caused some discussion 
a mong the assembly but it 
was when Cash ordered 
t he teenage boys to leave, 
the shutters to be closed 

I 

and the door to be guarded 
that the men began to 
wonder just what they had 
gotten themselves into. 

Cash looked almost 
sullen as he explained that 
the horrors of his recent 
exploits were still too fresh 
in his mind for him to dis­
cuss. Instead he would 
share with them a little 
something he picked up in 
a Paris novelty shop. His 

Bristol 
Continued from page 8 

mar Williams thought 
about h is sainted mother 
and instantly coughed h is 
br idgework right back up. 
Old Jim Losey knew he 

large toothy smile quickly hadn't seen the likes of 
r eappeared as he s lipped this spectacle since the 
the first of the small glass summer of '63 when he 
plates into the lantern and accidentally stumbled into 
motioned for the lights to Mama Hattie'• House of 
be switched off. Delights outside of Gettys-

Instantly, there she burg! 
was, "Naughty Nellie" in It wasn't until the third 
all her chubby Rubenesque · or fourth slide that the 
glory, for all to see (though · group decided it was okay 
somewhat distorted by the to exhale.· By the seventh 
lumpy texture of the flan- slide the smiling Cash 
nel sheet). And see they _ Bristol was_ trying to orga­
did! In a ' moment of ear- nize them into a whistling 
eplitting silence Bob Dills frenzy when a loud fracas 
swallowed hard. Les Stod- at the door produced a 
dard swnllowed his chaw. very angry delegation of 
Delmar · Williams swal- wives; small in n umber 
lowed his new bridgework but obviously at an advan- , 
only to be out done by tage in both stature and 
Newell-Bennett who swal- determination. Faster ­
lowed his entire · tongue! than it took for the elec­
Nelson Trout tried to spit tricity to r each the over ­
his chaw into a nearby head lights, husbands 
spittoon. But unable · to were being dragged, out by 
take. his eyes off Nellie, he their ears. · · 
managed only to shoot it With out getting a 
straight across the room, chance to show the full 
yet with enough velocity to dozen of his Naughty Nel­
sink the eight ball n icely lie slides, "town hero" 
into a corner pocket. Cash Bristol (again with-

Charlie Jones reflected out an official vote) was 
for a moment oh the frayed returned to "town 
tobacco card of Lillian R~s- scourge". Fame, as they 
sell wearing only a corset say, is fleeting. 
and stockings that he car- Ken Coin is a resident of 
ried in his pocket. It paled De Witt and the area's pri­
now, in comparison. Del- mary historian. 
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Builder of the Clinton House 
in De Witt remains a mystery 

By KEN COIN 

The story of DeWitt's 
famous Clinton House' is 
_one that's been told and 
retold so . often that I 
haven't much touched on it 
in this column. While I 
·plan to do that in the 
future, ~s installme-nt is 
merely to pass along some 
new. information which I 
recently found, 

For years the late Faye 
Hanson tried iri vain to 
uncover who the actual 
builder of the large inn 
might have been. Ail she 
was ever able to come up 
with from older residents 
was that the contractor 
was a man by the name of 
•Gerry" (first name? last 
name?) and that he was a 
ship builder on the great 
lakes. While all that may 
or may not be true, I prefer 
more positive proof. 

But first,-to bring every: 
one up to speed - the Clin­
ton House was a hotel and 
stage stop on the old Ponti­
ac-Grand River Road. It 
was built for Capt. David 
Scott, DeWitt's founder in 
the years 1841-42 and was 
situated where the gas sta­
tion is now located at the 
intersection of Main and 
Bridge. At the time it was 

built it was the largest 
building in central Michi­
gan and received much 
notoriety. 

But who really built it? 
Well, I recently came 
across a business contract 
which at least tells who 
the captain was hiring as _ 
laborers for this enormous 
project. In an o\>scure book· 
at the county Register of 
Deeds office (a book which 
contains a variety of odd 
contracts) there is record­
ed: 
"Miscellaneous Deed #1" 

A contract between 
David Scott of DeWitt and 
John Dunneback of West­
phalia dated Aug. 15, 1841. 

"John Dunneback is to 
dress, match and lay in the 
best style the two uppe~ 
floors (the second floor and 
the third floor ballroom) in 
the House now erecting by 
the said David Scott, of 
pine. Also to match and lay 
the lower (first) floor of oak 
and to plain (plane) the 
~wo Dining Rooms, to be 
done in a workman like 
manner, all of which is to 
be done· as· soon as expedi­
ent. The said David Scott 
is to furnish shop and lum­
ber for s aid floors, to 
board the said Dunneback 
and to pay h im-when the 

work is done one dollar 
and seventy-five cents for 
every square or 100. feet of 
flooring." 

As an a~ide for all the 
Westphalians now trans­
planted in DeWitt, John 
Dunneback was born in 
Niedermarpe!Y/estphal_ia, 
Germany in, 1813 and 
came . to America in 1836. 
He worked for a time at 
the new· sawmill ·at Lyons 
and while : living there 
married Katharina Thome. 
When she ·came with her 
parents to Clinton County 
in 1838 her father brought 
the first pair of oxen to the 
Westphalia s~ttlement, for 
which he wli:s given the 
nickname "Oschenklaus". 

The' Dunnebacks lived 
· briefly i~ Detroit where 
· John worked at a brewery 
before returning to Clinton 
County 1840. Their home­
stead was located just east 
of Westphalia village. They 
had three children before 
Katharina died in 1843 of 
a "schlangen-gebissen" 

· (snake bite). John married 
a second time, t o Anna 
Maria Heinlein of West­
phalia in 1844 a nd they 
had nine children together. 

Ken Coin is a resident of 
DeWitt and the area's pri­
mary historian. 

The Clinton House Hotel, on the southwest comer of Bridge and M<;1in streets, as it 
appeared at the tum of the centur, when it was popularly known as • Joe's Tavern'. Toe long 
porch was a recent addition when this picture was taken. Courtesy photo. 
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Bertha Lennemann was one of De Witt's "Grand Old Ladies" 
By Ken Coin 

Last week DeWitt lost 
rme of its finest easels with 
the passing of Bert ha 
Lennemann; tru ly one of 
the last of DeWiu.'a "Grand 
Old Ladies~. Now, I know 
she would prote6t at such 
9- ore-lentious title but 
gra~d old ladies and fine 
n!d gcmlcmen being some­
what of a rare commodity 
these days, it would d() U 5 

wel l to take note of th em 
\\' henever possible. 

We did take note of 
Benh;:1 Lennemann in 
1982, when the City of 
DeWitt proclaimed he r it's 
first annual "Citiz.en of the 

Year". Though barely five 
foot tall , Ber tha came 
through head and shoul­
ders above all others. Hav­
ing spent the better part of 
her life behind the scenes 
of community affairs, she 
was genuinely surprised 
that anyone had taken 
note of her contributions. 
That was her mode or oper­
ation • do what you can, 
wh❖n it's n eeded, without 
recognition. 

Bertha was born on a 
Maple Rapids farm in 
1902. Her parents, Carl 
and Minn ie Staub apent 
many years as tenant 
farmers until the winter of 
1912 when they purchased 

the old Norris farm two 
miles north of DeWitt on 
Chad wick Road. After a 
March snowfall they 
moved their belongings 
down from Ma ple Rapids 
to DeWitt -with two teams 
of draft horses and two bob 
sleighs • two trips for all 
their hou sehold furn ish­
ings, livest.ock, tools and 
grain. Her fother drove 
one tenm while Bertha's 
two older b rothers, Jim 
a nd Tom drove the other. 

For severa l years 
Bertha a t.tended the one­
room Brown School north 
of town, followed by two 
years at De Witt, graduat­
ing (10th grade) wi th the 

A sleepy-eyed little girl • on her grandmother's lap - N inety productive years later her 
l·fe would come lull c ircle. Bertha (Staub) Lennemann wi1h her grandparents, William and 
Elnora Vause: brother, Jim Staub and aunt, Edna Vause. Courtesy photo. 

class of 1917 and later Of h istory, local and 
Ott.ended Lansing Business family, she was not much 
Univers ity. of a storyteller but she 

In 1923 she wee mar- could add such clarity to 
ried to John "Jack" Lenne- scenes and events of long 
mann who died in 1976. ago and personal details of 
For over fifty years she people long passed away. 
made her home on Scott · Bertha constantly remind­
Street. raising four chil- ed me that as family and 
dren a nd contributing community change, lire 
what she cou ld for the bet- remains the same. We are 
tcrmcnt. of her chu,·ch ond 
community. 

I had the very great. 
pleasure of knowing 
Bertha as a neighbor, an 
aunt and a friend. If you 
did not know her I would 
hope that in your own life­
t ime you would know at 
least. one person equally 
kind, gentle end opti­
mistic. The sheer joy of her 
conversations is what I'll 
remember most for i t was 
ingrained deep within her 
to continually &eek out the 
good end leave fault where 
it lay, for others to find. 

all part of a con tinuing spi-
1·al where little children go 
full circle to become e lderly 
grondpurents. And along 
the way, it is the blessing 
of life, for lhoae who a re 
able, to help othei-s strug­
gling with that journey. 

The last time I talked 
with B ertha she told me 
that she had lately been . 
thinking about a childhood 
friend. When she was 
about eight years old t his 
girlfriend took s ick and 
diod. Bertha was na turally 
upset that her playmate 
had died, but numbed 

when she was told that she 
was t o be one of the pa ll 
bearers. 

"Can you imagine it?-. 
she asked me, still aur• 
prised 85 year$ la t e1· . .. S ix 
little girls no older lhan 
ten carrying her coffin.~ 
She said that thl·oughriut 
her life she had occasiona l• 
ly reflected on t ha t child­
hood incident, always puz.. 
zled by why she was asked 
a nd how s he managed to 
do i t ... Her folks c1s ked ... S-O, 

I did it." she concluded. 
Tha t could well sum uµ 

Bertha's philosophy {)f li fe: 
regardless of the circum­
atnnce, do wha t need! t i') 

be done, when it needs to 
be done, wi thout thought. 
of recognition. Well done, 
Bertha ... a very fine piece 
of work . 

Ke11 Coin i ,; h resi<knt of' 
De\-Viu and the (l r C(:.

1
~' pn • 

mary historian. 



House divided - The home at 510 W. Main in DeWitt (left) was formed by combining two 
wings that were removed from the home at 506 W. Main (right). Photo by Jennifer Vincent. 

De Witt house was home for lawyer 
DeWitt C. Chapin in mid-1800's 

By KEN COIN 

Among the earliest 
lawyers to make their 
appearance in the frontier 
settlement of DeWitt was a 
father and son team, 
Theodore and DeWitt. C. 
Chapin. They came from 
Lockport, N.Y. in 1839 and 
established a successful 
practice here in the village. 
The location of their office 
or residence from this 
early period had not been 
found. 

DeWitt Chapin was 
elected county clerk in 
1842, a position he held for 
two years. Soon after­
wards, he and his father 
moved to Ionia and later 
still to Allegan when the 
elder Chapin died. About 
1853, DeWitt C. Chapin 
returned to DeWitt with 
his young fami ly and 
reestablished his s uccess­
ful practice here. It was 
recorded that although he 
was not a "profound 
lawyer", he was "an excel­
lent pleader before a jury". 
In 1856 he was again elect­
ed county clerk, a posit.ion 
he held until 1862. 

Upon his return to 
DeWitt in the early 1850s, 
Chapin purchased some 
nc:reage rm the west sidi; of 
town, just outside the plat­
t.ed •1illagc, on the north 
side of Main Street. Here, 
a round 185 4, he built a 

large home in kee1Jing with 
hiB professional s tatus. 
T h,,., rn~ln t.\.VO-~f.nrv nor-

tion of the house (currently 
506 W. Main) was flanked 
on both t he east and west 
sides with one-story wings 
(currently the house at 510 
W. Main). These wings 
were somewhat set back 
from the main structure to 
allow for porches which 
faced the street. 

Many structures by this 
date were being construct­
ed with "balloon framing" 
but Chapin's home was 
built in the older post and 
beam method. The entire 
building was finished in 
the then popular Greek 
Revival styling. The main 
portion of the house 
undoubtedly had a large 
formal entrance set to the 
side and facing the street. 
Behind this would have 
been an entrance and stair 
hall. 

Although situated out­
s ide of the village itsel f , 

this home was never part 
of a farm. It sat on three 
acres of land which would 
have contained a garden 
plot, fruit trees, stable, 
chicken coupe and other 
outbuildings necessary for 
an efficient home. 

In the mid-1860s the 
Chapin family left DeWitt. 
again and moved to Gra­
tiot County where DeWitt 
set up another law practice 
and again entered local 
politics. He died there in 
1874. 

By 1860 the Chapin 
home had been purchased 
hv George W. Cnok. a 

retired farmer. Little is 
known of Cook besides the 
fact that he Jived in this 
house for 25 years with a t 
least three different wives: 
Loretta, Clarissa and Elec­
ta. Born in Massachusetts 
in 1803, he died at this 
home in 1885. 

At the turn of the cen tu­
ry the house was pur­
chased by Homer and Car­
rie Brazee. Brazee, in part­
nershi p with Willis 
McLouth, was both a 
miller at the DeWitt mill 
on Prairie Creek and a 
general merchant for a 
number of years at t he 
northeast corner of Bridge 
and Main. 

During their ownership 
the Brazees, who had no 
children, extensively 
altered the old home by 
removing the wings, rais­
ing the house onto a mod­
ern basement and adding a 

two-story addition to the 
west side. T he two 
detached wings were 
moved to a lot west of the 
house and joined together 
to form the long, narrow, 
one-story house at 510 W. 
Main. 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt 
resident and the area's pri-
111a1y historia11. 
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Furgason's 50th wedding anniversary captured on film 
Lived in the old Williams 
home at the comer .of 
Washington and Scott 

By KEN COIN 

Several years ago I was fortunate enough to purchase 
a large quantity of vintage photographs of an old DeWitt 
family from a St. Johns antiques dealer. 

Before donating them to the De Witt Library, I did a 
little detective work and found that they had once 
belonged to Floyd and Olive (Averill) Furgason who lived 
in DeWitt many years ago. 

Some were of easily recognizable scenes but most, 
such as the one pictured here, were group pictures, fami­
ly pictures. 

I did my best to put names to the old faces but .a few, 
including this one, eluded me. I knew that the older cou­
ple seated in the center of the picture were James and 
Ellen (Keeney) Furgason; but the other folks? Ellen's 
sporting a sizable corsage so I figured it was some special 
occasion. 

Well, I hadn't done anything further with the pho­
tographs for several years when the story behind this pic­
ture found me. It's true what they say: "The easiest way 
to find something is to stop looking for it." 

I was recently at the Library of Mich igan going 
through reels of microfilmed county newspapers, looking 
for something else completely, when I spotted a write-up 
regarding a 50th wedding anniversary celebration of the 
Furgasons. 

I discovered· this picture was taken on that occasion 
and includes Ellen's s iblings; Carrie (Keeney) Groger, 
Joseph, James, Nicholas, Alanson and Edward Keeney 
(plus a few sister-in-laws to round it out). Besides being 
her 50th anniversary, the day was also Ellen's 72nd 
birthday. 

The Furgason's were married in 1864 following James' 
return from the Civil War. They lived for a time near 
Ellen's family homestead at Cambridge, Lenawee county 
and in 1880 came to South Riley where several of Ellen's 
siblings had previously migrated. 

By 1885, medical problems resulting from his war ser­
vice forced James' to retire from farming and the couple 
moved to DeWitt. 

A meeting of the Keeney Family • The 50th wedding 
anniversary of James and Ellen (Keeney) Furgason, taken 
at the Furgason home at 215 S. Scott St., August 21, 1914. 

They purchased the old Williams home at the corner 
of Washingtop. and Scott (see Feb. 27, 1995) where they 
remained until their deaths in 1915. 

While I could find no one living who remembered 
James and Ellen Furgason, the names of their eight chi!- l 

dren and spouses should ring familiar with some of our 
older residents: Finis (married Francis McArthur and 
Lola Miller), Feron (married Grace Baldwin), Floyd (mar­
ried Olive Averill), Effie Ellen (Mrs. Clark Lankton), ! 

Edith (Mrs. Clarence Lankton), Ettie (Mrs. Cash Bald­
win), Charles and Elsie (the later two died young). 

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the area's primary 
historian. 

Photographer unknown, courtesy of the DeWitt Public 
Library. 


