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DeWitt Remembered:

Early newspapers kept DeWitt informed

By KEN COIN

Two weeks ago [ touched on the subject of
DeWitt during the years when it was the county
seat and the boost it gave to local business. Another
by-product of the county seat being located here
was the establishment of weekly newspapers.

Two newspapers got their start early in DeWitt'’s
history, the first being The Clintonian, which began
publication in 1842 by Mark A. Child. It continued
here for 15 years (later changing its name to The
Clinton Express) until 1857, when the press office
was moved to St. Johns and the name was again
changed to The North-Side Democrat.

The second newspaper, sort of the grandfather to
the DeWiit-Bath Review, was the DeWitt Republi-
can, which was established in DeWitt in 1856 by

the partnership of Hascall and Hilton, It remained.

in Dewitt for only about two years before it moved
to St. Johns and became the Clinton Republican
and much later, the Clinten County News.

Over 15 years of weekly newspapers being pub-
lished in DeWitt and the saddest part is, only ahout
six copies in all have survived; all of them in the
collection of the DeWitt Public Library. But rare
things turn up in odd places and I don't think Mar-
jean Pelkey realized what a unique find she had
when she recently shared with me a copy of the
DeWitt Republication dated Sept. 30, 1857.

If you've never perused a newspaper that old, we
need to get one thing clear right off the bat: they
were nothing like a modern newspaper, Local news
is virtually nonexistent and even state or national
news was scant. The Clinton Republican carried

the news of Lincoln’s assassination on page three!
But what they are chockfull of are advertisements
from local businesses, legal nctices and excellent
editorials, which usually lambaste whatever or
whomever irked the editor that.particular week.

The following are some of the items gleaned from
this newly-found newspaper:

“Mrs. AH Edwards would most respectfully invite
the attention of the inkabitants of Clintor County to
her splendid stock of Stoves and Tin Ware, which
she will sell on as reasonable terms as can be pur-
chased in any inland town in the state. She has the
{argest and most varied assortment of stoves every
brought to DeWitt,” (Her store was located on the
west side of the 100 block of N. Bridge Street.}

“JH Bacon, MD - Office, first door south of his
residence on Bridge street. Will hold himself in
readiness to wait upon those of his friends in this
and adjoining Towns who may wish professional
services.” A’ generitl supply of choeice Drugs and
Medicines just received.” (His office and residence
was in the large building construeted by Capt. Scatt
at the southeast corner of Washington and Bridge
streets.)

“The Telegraph announces that Col. Benton is
better, but does not state his disorder, which we
learn to be constipation of the bowels” (This, under
National News., Whoever Col. Benton was, I'm sure
he took great comfort in knowing that the regulari-
ty of his bowels was being broadcast across the con-
tinent.)

“The County Fair - Sealed proposals will be
received from the uvillages of DeWitt and Si.
Johns...for the holding of the county Fair... The

place (either St. Johns or DeWitt) that subscribes
the most money...will have the Fair held at said
place.” (Up to this year; county fairs were held on
the Public Square in DeWitt. By the way, St. Johns
won - DeWitt failed to submit a bid.)

“Mother's save your children. Kemp’s Vegetable
Worm Pastilles. They are infallible for the cure of
internal worms! The peculiar properties which
belong fo the Kemp’s Lozengers have never before
been combined in any preparation. They are attrac-
tive to the eye s a sweetmeat of delicious flavor,
rapid, yet harmless in their operation, composed
solely of vegetable material and require no opera.
tion, composed solely of vegetable material and
reguire no Mercury to be taken before or after thern.”
(That's a relief - I hate supplementing my prescrip-
tions with a big dose of mercury!)

“Whereas my wife Almira E. has left my bed and
board without just cause provocation, therefore this
is to fordid oll persons harboring or trusting her on
my account, as ] will pay no debis of her contracting
after this date.” (A common notice for an all too
common situation back then.}

A special and belated thanks to Marjean Pelkey
for sharing this rarity with us.

Ken Coin is a resident of DeWitt and the area’s
primary historian,






Coin: Preserving hotel’s heritage

Continued from page 6
adjacent” to -the mill
complex on Prairie
Creek and Caroline
Turner (his wife) was
highest bidder for the
hotel, some village lots
in New Albany and
some acreage to the
south. Although the
Turners purchased
much of the estate to
add to their already
substantial land. held-
ings and business enter-
prises, they had, by this
date, all but left the
beckoning .call of the
California . gold fields
where they eventually
became pérmanent set-
tlers. '

oline Turmer, sold the
hotel and surrcunding

land “"to” * Rowland
VanScoy; - a- farmer of

southern DeWitt Town- -

ship. VanScoy moved

his family té the hotel -

but remained only a
short time befere mov-

ing to Maple Rapids. &

chance survivor from
the VanScoy ownership
5 a gold-embassed invi-
tation to a grand Wash-
ington's Birthday cele-
bration "At the Assem-
bly Room of Rowland S.
VanScoy", February 22,
1853. The admission
was  $1.75 but it
promised "Guod Music
will be in Attendance”.
In 1850, Henry Moon
also made the haz-
ardous 1rip to the gold

. fields of California. He
o remained there three

years, returning tc his

- wife and children with,

says his obituary, "a
snug fortune". In 1854
he purchased the hotel
from VanScoy and this
commodions building
was just what he needed

“for his equally large

family. He had, at the
time, $ix children, plus
his wife Susan's four
children by her previous
marriage. He acguired
more acreage in the
vicinity of the house,
built barns, planted
orchards and eventually
improved it into one of

_the showplace farms of: :

In April of 1851, Car- - Clinton County.

TIn 1875, Moon retired
from farming and scld
the home and farm-to
his son Sylvester who,
with his new bride of
‘only two months, (Jen-
nie Harper) moved into
the house. Althéugh
they had no children to

‘fill it, they continued to

make it their farm home
for over 30 years, selling
it in 1908 to Frank and
Pauline "Polly” (Yanz)
Klaver. The historic old
home has remained in
the Klaver family since
that -time, eventually
passing into the owner-
ship of their son Charlie
and his wife Mahle.

The name of New
Albany is now a unique
oddity in DeWitt. The
names of its streets

have been changed; the
mill complex,-long van-
ished and.the surround-
ing land is quickly suc-
cumbing to the
machines of modern
development. Of New
Albany in 1838,  of
DeWitt and all of Clin-
ton County, only the
DeWitt Hotel, a chance
Survivoer remains as a
silent monument and
sole witness to the past
150-plus years of Michi-
gan's  transformation
from a wildemess terri-
tory to a modern state.
There aren't many
Michigan - towns that
can boast a 156-year old
stagecoach stop. And
although it needs a lot
of attention it'd be a pity
if "Historic DeWitt" did-
n't know what a gem it

had unti! after it was
gone,

Ken Cain is q restdent
of DeWitt and the area’s
primary historian.


















