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Funeral humor has its place

By KEN COIN

_ A tuneral procession in 1908." -

Il admit it. Pm one of. those people who

grandmothers delight their grandchildren

an automobile; my grandmother Coin

delighted me with a story of Leona Bur- }
hart’s funeral where a pallbearer slipped "
on the porch steps and took five more (six

what you might call an “out of casket
experience” with six grown men scrambling
down the sidewalk ‘to catch her before she
skidded out into traffic.

This week’s article has really nothing to
do with DeWitt except that it is a news-
paper clipping found in an old scrapbook of
‘a local resident, )

. . Crash at a Funeral - ‘
Living and Dead Piled in a Promiscuous

Fostoria, Mich. March 15, 1895 — The -

the funeral service of Mrs. J. Thompson led

‘DeWitt remembere

appreciate funeral humor..I can't help it, I - y
inherited it from my grandmothers. Some

with stories of the first time they rode in

counting Leona) down with him. Leona had "

- Heap ER

breaking of a floor in a small house during .

d:

to the tBe"li\n'ng and the dead being piled

‘up together in a promiscuous heap. The

body was laid out in the parlor of the little
house and the services had been nearly
completed when, without warning, the
entire floor gave way and all the occup-
ants, with the corpse, two stoves in which
fire were burning, and the furniture of the
room were precipitated into the cellar,
eight feel below. -
Terror-Siricken Nightmare

The terror-stricken mourners became
frantic in their endeavors to release them-
selves, and the cries of the injured and the
fear that the ruins would take fire from
the stoves rendered the situation exciting.
Ropes and ladders were quickly brought
and the imprisoned ones were released.
The coffin was split open by the fall, and

- the body of the dead woman was scratched

and bruised. There seems to be some mys-
tery about the giving way of the floor, as
the house was very strongly built. The fun-
eral continued after the excitement had

“gubsided. -

Ken Coin is a DeWitt resident and the
area’s primary historian,




























Coaters on Alward Lake, 1904. Courtesy photo.

L_ake was the si
Har resc

Tecated about four miles north of DeWitt,
Alward Lakes takes its name from the family of
Henry Alward and established itsell on the
northeast corner of DeWitt and Alward Roads
nrior Lo the mil18507,

About 1882, Arthur St Clair, a St. Johns
native, purchased acreage on the northwest cor-
nier of Alward and Loomis roads, This property
had a largs (but very swampy) frontage on
Alward Lake which 5t Clair soon cleared, filled,
and Tandscared into g park-like grove,

Cwer the years he continued Lo improve the
“resort” by eonstructing a bath house, fillingina
sand beach and offering boats for fishing or
“spooning”.

I

In1900, St. Clair was married to Saroh Lady-
man and together they had two children Carrie
and William. Mrs. 8t. Clair died inthe Influcnza
epidemic which returned with the Doughboys
and swept the country in 1918. '

i ye

When the line for the Interurhan was lnid out
in 1800, its course ran right alongside Lhe
Alward Resort property which, after the com-
pletion of the railroad, enhanced his business
lremendousty, Teaving s rival resorl, Merle
Beach, in a seramble to remain compelitive.

St. Clair died in 1929. Theresort continued Lo

be updated and was last owned and operaled as
such by the DeYoung’s in the 1360,




