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. ·~itty·i;eltibr[!les .150.fh,Qirthdafltt 
~;5-fffrsettler~ .. face hard.ships 
~·~; By KENNETH COIN 

When generalizing ;a!l(iut the•early settlement of._ 
south central Michlgaridt is usiialiy ·a ,statement of · 
fact 'that this area ln~ucil~g _Clinton.';'Co1'inty . Was 
pre_(lqminately settled tiy ''Yankees" hailing 'frorri 
N·ew York State with strong ties to the more ancient 
seHie'ments of New Eng)aud,-i,:'l-j"i:. .. r .:, • '!. • ., t 
. 'f'1(s generalization i~fCl!nt~ji Co'.unti js ·:7vI~~nt·: 

supply by looking at the,,known -~at~ ,of ~he majo~1t;y; • 
of Us early pioneers and more obviously by lookmg'at 
thg)n,anner In which, tl!e col.lnty as welj' as many Qi its 
ear1yisettlements atid townships were l1amed. , ,-·, ·•',:!'. 

et~ton and DeWitt both honor formef Nev.,Work 
G[t,ernor DeWitt' <;:linton whose granifplans foi:._tlle 
Eff~ ·Canal an/I his·persistiince in seeing It.become a 
re\ Jicy allowed for an economic stability in·Michigail 
teyti(ory which e!')couraged set~ement. . • · 

Ba~h, Rochester Colony, New Albany, Watertown, 
E~ .. ,11, Olive, Essex, Victor,' and!)_vid all have-earlier:, 
coun~rparts In New York State. . . "; 

[i "b}'{ever, Clinton 9ouniy Is possibly' unique ?mong . 
it~·. ~lghbors with Us la.rge. number of pioneers who 
df :n t fit this "Yankee''. stereotype. ' • -

~, - have the large 9rganized settlement o( early 
G~rmans In Westphalfa and.Dallas, the many Irish 
families who nestled In.among the Germans along 
th~w,estern edge of the county, thfi: native Americans 
wpt> did not'yleld to the pressures of the governll)ent 
bq~~ ~nstead purchased their land in Lebanon, the 
da~h-_of French who remained In Essex long after the 
declihe of the fur trade, and the several British 
families scattered throughout the southern .tier· of 
to~n-shlps. . _ . · . 

Alf had a firm foothold In Clinton at the time it 
became a county In 1839, All contributed to the early 
deve'lopment of the county Just-as all have descen­
dants who continue to contribute to its progress. 

'Much has been said and written applauding the 
hard.ships and' sacrifices these sturqy pioneers en­
dure.ct In carving a home for themselves and their 
families in the harsh wilderness of Clinton County In 
the 1830's. ; 

Today, we re,ip) th)! benefits of their ac­
complishments, but:tlier~:are few among us who can 
acJu,ally appreciate'at.wfat c_ost to the pioneers this 
wilderness was tamed: , 

Many early pioneers came here with little else 
than a knapsack of dreams. Olten they left with far 
less. · 

For those who stayed, a lucky few were able to 
Fulfill their dreams. More often the fulfillment would 

.not come about until the second or third generation. 
And, what price was paid by the pioneers? 
Life, often their own or that of thelr spouse or 

children or t:wo out of the .three/or all three. Medical· 
attention ·w.as not to :be had unless they could wait a 
few days_or a week for· a doctor_. : '., -: 

Life, hQwever precious to mortal minds, .had to tie . 
_ entrusted to God and forfeited to Him :without ques­
:tlon or.comP.lalnt. . ,_.· , , i.- . ·, .•. ·:,~·r.,,.,: :-,.: 
t · ,F[i(lndslilp:'apd familf ties 'hail · to ~e seyered, for, ,, 

· th.e ploneedva~ Jeaylng lo ·go ·into a new c!1mensiop· 
. ·where there· w·as little llkellhoocf that they;would ever , 

a~al!t,see tl!ose:wh9 rem!JJne'~pa~
1
~ (),~st .• >r \, ': • 

. _ T~e' pioneer mlgli~ anguisfo~or; Qiat Jett.er from 
·,.. hom:e rece!Yed by the post om~e lh .Clinton)County,_ 
·.R b)lti wh~f settler . h~i'e _ col!l~~-atr6r_d~ the ',te<itiired 2_5 
. ; cents postage · due whl~h -w~s_". the· custom in , tfi~se.· 

days? . ~- _. . , . :"" •-.---. ,. . . . -c-- • • -. 

New frlends ·could be made in this hew land, but 
, who could afford th~t luxufy? There was always too • 
, much to dojust to keep ~ody arid soul together on the 
homestead. : '.l ' · · . . , · _ 
. Basic necessities often were quick to become unob- . 
talnable or reclassified as luxuries. A slngle'candle 
was-cherished. A Riley woman in 1841 confided to her 

. daughter in New York by letter that sh~ wpuld gladly 
sell her soulforsome tea. . · . · · . 

A w_alk 'to Pontiac or Ann Ar~or for provisions was 
not uncommon. For the· settler who had neither 
money nor credit for provision In Michigan; stories 
have been told of walking back to New York to pro­
cure money for the same from friends o~ relations. 

Labor, back-breaking, gut-wrenching, limb­
tearlrig labor, uncomprehensible to · most In our 
mo,d,ern society, yet a fact of life to_ the pioneer con­
tln.u-e!j fr,?,m.~unµpJo s1.111,(lown, day after day with lit-
tle erill in'sight.l'. ,I:" 1 i ,1- , _ 

-'Tooinfny iea'f!y1Cllnfpn County pioneer. lives were 
truly, /lve,d on th.e r.azo~.'il edge. Health' and the earth 
were their greatest' allies, but both without a 
momnet's notice could easlly become their mortal 
enemy. · 

But what were the rewards for those pioneers 
which endured and survived? 

Several pioneers In later years, in retrospect, 
recorded that what they endured seemed even to 
them unendurable yet, somehow, the years of hard­
ship were the best years of their lives. 

Life was a more cherished blessing, their relation­
ships with spouse and children, stronger; friendship 
and family, more precious; ·material wealth, .Jess 
valuable; and the work, more purposeful and fulfill­
ing. 

. .. · . . : , _; · -. ;Palne-q1m,;,,.scott Mulseun;- photograph. 
NEWSPAPER OFFICE - This photograph of the Clinton County Republican news office, located on the cor­

ner of Walker and Spring Stre$ts in St. Johns, w,is taken in 1921 . Gladys Kelly Walker, of(ice.~Jrson and boo~- ' 
keeper for the paper, is pictured at the desk. She donated the photograph to the museum. :....-- · 1 



Cel~braJ~:.~lin.ton Cou 
. -· .. .. . ... --.~ . ·:: ;r ~Sx- .!Ef. . . 

.C,_a-pt-~:_,D·avid. S-cp-~t~ i/"~$.; ... earl'y:. 
• . _;, !, J 1 . • . :_: 1 _ • • _ 't.,._ _ ..r __ ,. , ,; _r/!!;1 · .,Y J• 

::ex·p lcife r, s e:ttle;-r-:lnv<tD,e·W it t -
. •._, ,,,, . '"' > .'.· • , ,,,• • .,. I ' • • \: •• · ' " .,_ 

1 
. , • ,I , . ;_' • 

, Zdltoi-'11 N.~:· ls.cel~r•tioa of tbe_ ~lei,..'-- . ··a trail to J.ac,~~Oll', and then to the government land 
1 '1aJ _of C/Jatpa CoU11ty, lb• CllJJtoa COUDl)'/ltrr11. Iii _o(tice at WI\* P_l_g~on near the Indiana bord~r. ·. -

CtlOlia:•tioiJ_ 'llllb tbe CllJJloD '_COllfllY Hllltor/caJ ~kl:- .. · David" Scott, Jr., recorded. the following narrative 
ly, •llil C/Jatoa CoU11ty Arcblve11 wlll preaeat 'lleuly_ regar.ding his· falher,'s Journey from Jackson to White -
/tahlm:a/Joat IDdjv/du,Julld-b•ppea/Dp'JD ¢JJD~a , -, PfgeQ!I, . . · .. . . : : · ; 
Co(llJtylrom yean,g"o. . . . . • . . "On bis way:down from Jackson to White Pigeon, 

,. Fol1owb1/-111 tbi6 vi.eh feature, writtes by Kea be lost bis way>anct"stopped with sobl-e-·Indlani all 
ColJJ, 1bolltC1ptalilD,v/dScott. · · night. As they l_lad been taking plenty of'flre water 

· · they were very nolsey and· all but one o)d squaw were 
By KEN COIN rather. hostile towar.ds--hlm'. She said a few wc;,rds to · 

·· · . , . · . -them ·howev'er, and-· they quieted ·down;'' and she 
. ·captain David Scott, the leader of the.flrst perm a- ' spread· a blanket· lo(.hh~r and mot,loned· liim. to lie 
nent se;tlemen! iii Cflnton County, was f,o·m In Lit· ·--~owli,"whlcI:ibedld, b,11tn~J~uchi;_leep_dldbe"e.t. '''· 

nty .. Sesq • 
UI 

,. chfleld, Conil., 011 tf o!. 1, 1779. AccordhJg to )nforma, ";; -~ CQUL]} NOT ta)k ~1µ. the Ilidlaqs and a~_soon 
llon teconled by his sons_ the _captain was orp~aned. . , as' be co·u1d 'see ~ ~b~ m~rnlng he mounted-bis pony 
at a young age' and 'wa~ forced to fend for' himself: ·; ancf"started,..and a'slie did riot know .wbete to find the 
Aside from tl!Js, _not~jng_li~s been Jear~ed of b)S.~l!rly. ifr~(!.1,eadli)g to, the' ~ettlim·ent: h~ wander~ about for 
life. , . . . ,': · .. - ·, · ~-Si.e,thpe.Butfl!)!IUYliesawanlnd_lanboy~~tchlrig . . . ..., , . " . .. . . , _ . ,-

He.served in.,lhe 2~rd r~glmert, -0.~. ~nf~ntry.d'!r· -~• p~py-a_n~;whe9.4e:c,ain~i11p to ,hl,~ _~e sMd•to. the · -·' •, · . _. . . • .~ · ... · . · .,,-, , · ,,. · Photog_~•_l'h court!•Y of ~•Y• t1••~011·_!'ub11c Ll)>my( 
Ing the Wal"Of 1812, an!f an Interesting Item that ap- •·:• boy, 'Gem~a man wlgwaJi!."He· tnew_tbat meant TFIE Cp~TON HOUSE was built In OeWlt.t by.~apt. David Sco,tt dunn~ 1841-1842: ll' was rocatectoh ,the 
pears lri hls·red~ral m.ijltary record Is a ~eprima~_d, 'l\'h_lte ·moari's ho·l!.se .. ~,.'J'he~boy said .'Two llbllll!lgs' _s_o,uthwest cprner of ~ridge a,:id Ma(n S)reets. ·., ·· :,';' / ''.:;, "/ .>· / ··)·~ • ·: '• '_ ,,-'. •. f~\~~~ ::~ 
apparently from using some of the men·who served wlilch the Captain gave hlt:it:-The boy then bop~ on , . ·. · . .. .. , · ,. ·,.· 

I under him.to work hi~ farm ,during '1of(timi," Dur- . ,; bls'p,9_ny-and aw,ayJtiey _we11t, :-"';'~;\ .•. \.'·•/$.~;; ,. -'- , . first· post Office was located" hi bis home for many 
Ing the war he at.talned the rant of captain, an· ap- ' -: Pretty soon' tbe boy turne4 to i>ge·s1de·an!f w)len he years. · · ·. ·•· - ,. . •. - : . · . ., · "o, . 

. pelatlon·he would r~talnJlie rest of his l)f~. His con• · · (Sco[t) got up to_)llm the boy said, . ''.f'wo _sbllllhgs.' foJlol!.lng the deal/i'of bis w!fe. Eurilce in 1840, b~~ ... 
temporaries .more ofte_n refer.red to him as "Capt. The Captain gave him the amount asked again and began parcelllng._out most of bls,large l~nd holding~ ~- ' 

!
,Scott,!' or-simply t'the Captain" than by-his given on they went for a· ume, but soon the boy.turned o.ut to bis chUdren. He platted the village of De:Wltt in 
name. · · • . . · · · . • · ·: and called' for another two 'shUllngs, but as the Cap-· 18-H, but much of the land ·was ·actually that of" bis"· 

In the spring or' 1833, Nathaniel Brown, Charles . taln could see a rau fence ncit far In advance; the boy youngest son. Charles.• During the same tlme·he also 
Thayer, Capt. Scott, w_ltn a _surveyor named Stratton · . fall~d hi his J~st demand and started quickly back for began constru_ctlon of a marvelo11s. hotel, the famous 

, as a guide took an .~xtenslve trip on horseback the lhdlan camp. Without.further lrouble,-be (Scott) Clinton .House, but that too would soon be handed 
through central Michigan, to view the government' reached the land office at White e1geon." · , ··· over to Charles. · . 

1 lands with the Intention bf locating some choice . Captain Scott entered large tracts of,land .In Clln• On April 19, 1841, Captain Scott was m;irrled a se-
tracts for purchase. 't:bls party traveled north out of ton County ·on May 14,- 1833. Upon his return to his cond time, In Washtenaw County, to Mrs. Clarissa 
Ann Arbor Into Shlawas~ee County, then west along · wife and family at Ariri Arbor he concluded a Journey Stephens · (or Stevens) ofLlma. Some sources from 
the north bank of the Looking Glass Rlv~r on the In• of over four hundred in Iles. · the 1840s Indicate that they lived.In the Clinton House 
dlan trial that would soon bec(?me the.Pontiac-Grand On Oct. 4, 1833, the Scoti party, consisting of the for a tlm~, until It was sold ,out from under him Ln. 

1 River TraU. . , . . . . · , . Captain, his wife Eunice, two of their youngest sons, 1846.'. • . . 
·, THEY PASSED through the Indian vlllage of Wab- and some hired men, arrived at the Indian village of A ~T'l;J!:R -from the period reports: "Charles 
: wahnaseep_ee {where .. DeWitt now ,stands) to the Wabwa)maseepee and began the laborious task In· Scott has sold the Tavern to Milo Turner and the Cap-
larger vUlage of Shlm-ne-con (near:Portlandl. Here volved In establishing a homestead so far In the ·taln Is as mad as you ever see anything and swears 

,: the· party turned north and continued to the trading. wilderness., - · lba\ be will never leave the house till he Is carried 
1 post at the mouth of'the Maple River (no~ Lyons> · THE CAPTAIN played a dominant role in the set- out." Following this, the Captain, Clarissa, and her 

then foltowed the Grand River to Ionia (wlilch was tlement of southern Clinton County and the develop- daughter Helen, took.up reslde"nce In his former hotel 
settled by the Dext"er party In May of 1833). Ap- ment of the county as a whole. His Initial log home, and store buUdlng on South Bridge Street. Here he 
parently the Captain· failed to see any land w-hlch located on the Pontiac-Grand River Trail, soon remained until his death, May 7, 1851. He was burled 

-pleased him as well as that In the vicinity of Wab- became a well-known stopping over place for settlers In that portion of the DeWitt cemetery which had 
wahnaseepee, liecause at Ionia he par/ed company coming Into central Michigan. Many of these were in- been the original Scott family burial ground. 
with his companions and returned to the trading post duced at "Scott's" to stay and put down stakes In or In 1916, the Clinton County Pioneer Society placed 
of William Hunt a t the mouth of the Maple River.. near his settlement. He held many township and a large_boulder on which was affixed a bronze plaque 

The Captain induced his friend Hunt to hire an In• county offices and most early meetings of each group which read, "Captain David Scott - Made First Per-
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Photograph by Ken Coln 
MARKER - The monument honoling Capt. o·avld 

Scott was erec led In DeWilt Cemetery by lhe Clinton l dian to guide them to the Indian village where the cl• were held under his roof. He donated land t~ the manent Settlement at DeWitt, Oct. 4, 1833. 1778-
ty of Okemos now stands. From there Scott followed county for an ortice building and Jail, and DeWltt's 1851." • • , . • l '";~ 1 • ,.Caunty Pipneer Society in 1918. 
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County pioneer women·enduredhSrdshipS; 
ByKENCOIN 

·:: -Eunice Forbes was born on Jan. ·14, 1780, in 
Shoreham, Vt. Accounts by her contemporaries and 

· recent research have yielde_d nothing about her early 
,life. - .·· . - · · 

1.-:, Even her ·\!:dull life c,ui only be examined _by-the 
.,c;lrcumstani:es which stlrrounde·d her, and the .ha_rd­
shlps she endured. 
,, . In · 1801, ·she · was married . to ·oavid Scott, 
1presul!labJy _at Sho,reham, for it was there th11-t th~ir 
•!!ldest child was born·in 1802. . 
· It is not known if_~he shared her husband's passion,­
fpr new·frontiers but,, nevertheless, early on tI1eir !Ue . 

:t9g~ther became one of migration.. . . , · ' : 
They spent many years moving about the. western­

;portion of New York State.:until; 'in 1825, they ·brought 
their family to Ann Arb'or in Michigan·territory. 

·, t'hey ·remained there until Sept. 28, .. 1833, when their 
Jast move .took th.em to • the yet .unsettled· Clinton · · 
County. , . · . .. · · • . · . .., 

·, . This party consisted of Eunice and Captain Scott, 
two of their sons, David and Charles, a hired man; 

:lour yoke of oxen, Brindle, Buck, Spot, and Speckle, 

nine cows, young c~ttle, and ope horse.. sawmill · was ·at Ponliac~o.r Ann Arbor, togs for the Eunice d}ed at Scott's. as DeWitt was _then c.a!led, 
They also hired two additional men and wagons to structure were fell on O<;t. 5 a!}d. 6 and the flooring _• · according to family sources of May 7, 1840, and was 

assist in carrying needed supplies. • and shingles also had to be pro_duced by hand,. . buried in the ScQtt family burial ground which later 
The party followed a newly cut road from An_n Ar- By mid-November,_ the ·20 to· 25 feet square_ log . 'became the DeWitt C~metery. . . ·, ' , ,_ 

bor into Shiawassee,County where it intersected the house was completed and it was later recorded, "The Her gave remalried unmarked until 1983. when a, -
trail cut by the Dexter party several months earlier. occasion was one of grea,t rejoicing." . -- 1 , · • monument was erected in hef.honor _ as· an, obs.er- : 
_ 'fhey brought a tent for _sle~ping as _there were.no . _All hard_shjps ·considered, E;i.mice's. life"•l_n the varice;~toeWit_t'.ssesqulcentennlat ~.:.~ · . ... }°', \ ;; :.; ·• 

· mns along the six da)'. Jour,ney,. . . . . · . . wilderness -w.as prpbably more . _comforta~le . tha9 ~esldes th~ ·birth _an,d, death ,in.fo\'Jnal!O!l'.i!,;1s,
1

111:'_. _ 1 
On Oct. 4, they amved at their destmatlon, the In• l!lany of the area;sploneeie women·. But her comfort, . scribed.: "E;unJce.: <Forbes) , Scott, wife; of,C~p{af1r,,..~ · 

dian vma·ge of Wabw_ahnaseepee .on the Looking wasainicl:'isolations.' ··,;• . . ·, ' . -, · Da'vid ,Scott'~rid theFlrst.WomanPiorieero(Clinfon•i.; 
· Glass River, now known as DeWitt. _ . . • ft. do<;tQr '}'8S iJ four:aay-fourney to· a~d from Dex, 'Cotlnty;settled atQe}Vitf; _1~:' :-J · ·_'/"'' ,> ~,; ;_-;;i · (}: 
. Their temporaryj u~rters i_~ that vlliage w_as an l!!r, .a P,r~~<\~er c~ine _only.one~. a month; _Sh_op. ping_ . '-:}~ wai; .erec!~. ~Y. the .Clmton. .9,.t~iin~r;Hlst~rl!;al. ~--
. ~l!,11/ ~ii~k ) oiigJ;t'6'$'e; _ abo~t · lS •· foot square', con- ~~s. •a. w,eek 5.·. tnp · to· ~o~t~c, , sc.hooling. was not · ~!)CJ~ty; _de~l~~_ted with p_er.~escend~~'-?.ct;:8;?9,83. ;, l ~-·\ 
structed-bf sappllllgs"bowed and tied at theft tops and aviaghilabb,le, _fordhter _sol nsih·ll!~Jlabns;-wt fe~e ;dher Clf\lse~t iilMk.lP.A 1:U~@.Jiiiiili-:,./: 
then c·overe<fw!thstrips of,elin bark. · ·, · --.. · ne . o~, an .rave er~ ~r ~- ,ses nen ~- ,; .,.,·, ·- • · ··· 
·. . .c- . ~- · •; , . :. · . . . , El_er en c~lldren-~re··~a.1d_ to;'~ave ~ee!!-boi:n to _ 
There were bun~on two.side~ of the house a'rld a Eu01ce and Captain _Sc9tt but, to date, only ·s1x-of .. 

Jire pit in the center of th~ dirt floor. _A hole iµ the _them have'b_een.ldentified: ·~ ·•, · . · ·.>l... , ~. · 
middle of the rOl)(on,metl~es,:a)lowed}he smo~e _to . ·-tThr~ s_qns, SY.Ivester; Dav'1d~arid Charles came to. , 
exit. .. 1;v~ oa. - , .. :. , ·. _ , . . ; · their pareri(s hojnestead·ln-DeWitt, three daughters 
. . Eunice was;undo~btedly, re!ieved, _given these:1n-· did noL Oflhe ditighfei-s, Susan(formerly mistaken"• 
ilia! accomodatlp_n$; that .. ;m 1mmed1ate concern ~f . as ElleilJ, the eldest child, married Col; Norman 
the men was In bui\ding a mor(l permanent home. Perry iil '182$ and' Immediately moved'to Macomb 

.. They had brought with ~e1!1 from A~n Arbor, two .Countywheretheyre~redal;irgefamily. ,. · · ·:' 
doors and several windows but,. as the nearest , · -~arah, (Sally) marrle~"a' p~QSperous Ann A,rll'oi' 

- ---~- -- --- ----- - · miller and. farmer, Rufus· Kmgbt. 'I'hey had three 
children·before dying on-June 15; 1833, shortly before 
her parents move to.Clinton County, -- · · · · . , 

Another daughter, Lamira,' also remained· in· Ailn,, 
Arbor at the home of her brother-in-law, Rufus 

, Knight, whom she eventually married.in 1835: They, 

I 
had two children. -· I - , . · · 

· Altho·ugh ·they did not-make Clinton Cou)!ty their 
- home, Rufus and Lamlra. (Scott) Knight did pur­

chase. property here, 200 acres In Olive and DeWitt 
Townships by 1842. · · . · . . ' 

David Knight Rufus' son by Sarah Scott, came 
here to homestead his father's property in the early 
1850's. 

All of Eunice's three sons who came to Clinton 
County had moderately large families, but it is only 
the descendants o·f her grandson, David Knight, who 
remained in the county up to the present. 

Courtesy photograph 
EUNICE SCOTT ...:... This ·monume·nt to Eunice 

(Forbes) Scott was erec led in the DeWi.tt Cemetery by 
the Clinton County Historical Society in 1983. , 
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Celebrating 150 years 

Clinton County Sesquicentennial 
Sylvester Scott's life ends in tragic way 

ByKENCOIN 

Sylvest~r Scott, .Sr., the eldest known son of Capt. 
David and Eunice Scott, was born Aug.·29, 1806, in 
Genesee County, New York. He came .to Michigan 
territory with his parents in 1825; settling in Ann Ar­
bor where, in 1832, he·married Sophronia Cooley. 

Sylvester's first recorded visit to Clinton County · 
was with his father ·in the summer of-1833. They 

stayed for a time at the Indian village of W ab­
wahnaseepee, investigating the surrounding coun- . 
tryside and possibly staking out the huodreds of 
acres which Capt. Scott had recently purchased from 
the government. Sylvester also·purchased land here, 
200 acres adjoining his father's land on the west. · 

They returned to Ann Arbor-to make preparations 
for the family's move during the coming fall. 
Sylyester and Sophronia did not accompany the_ 

parents to Clinton County that fall, however. The 
reason why was not recorded, but Sylvester did come 
along to his parent's settlement the following spring 
(1834 > aild remained until the fall of that year when 
he returned to Ann Arbor. 

After packing up their belongings, the young Scott . 
family, now including a young son of only three mon­
ths (George W. Scott, born July 7, 1834), made the 
trek into Clinton County to establish a new home 

Sophronia '(Cooley) Scott"i1Jecalls expulsion 
of .ln.d-ian p.opulatJon -fr.0111,:•Clint_on C·ounty 

Sophro~ia Cooley was . borri in 1811 in Mass., a 
daughter of Ari! and _Sally.Cooley. On Nov. 18, 1832, 
she was married in· Washtenaw County to Sylvester 
Scott, a son of Capt. D'avid and Eunice Scott. 

Her young married life may have been filled with · 
great expectations for the future, but that · future 
would prove very different. Sylvester spent much of 
the following summer (1833)' in c·linton County, in­
vestigating a new home site, and in travelling to 
White Pigeon to purchase his claim. 

She was again left in Ann Arbor without him for 
much of 1834, being left behind, pregnant, while 
Sylvester helped his parents at their new settlement 
in Clinton County. In the fall of 1834, he returned for 
her and their infant son and together the¥ made the 
slow trip to a new home in the wilderness. 

Sophronia (often nicknamed "Fronie") was these­
. cond white woman to set up housekeeping in Clint.on 
· County. Her mother-in-law, Eunice Scott, who for a 
year was the only white woman in the county, was 
undoubtedly overjoyed at Sophronia's arrival. 

· For three and a half years, Sophronia assisted her 
husband in carving out a homestead in this wild land 
when suddenly, on a bright Sunday afternoon in the 
spring of 1838, her world surely was shattered by the 
tragic death of her spouse at the new sawmill in New 
Albany. Again, she was left on her own - this time 
forever . 

Apparently a woman of great courage, Sophronia 

remained on her homestead for over 60 years, and 
without t_he assistance of a spouse, saw to its im­
provement and eventual operation· as a productive 
farin . She raised her three sorts there; the ·youngest 
of wliom wa.s born shortly after the death of bis 
father. 

One of the most · dynamic (and in retrospect, 
pathetic) events of the ·early Scott settlement, was 
the removal of the Potawatomi Indians by federal 
troops in 1840. Sophronia Scott witnessed this sad and 
frightening event and gave a vivid recollection of it 
In 1877. It was recorded by Oliva (Stowell) Baker for 
a speech presented to the Clinton County Pioneer 
Society in August of t11at year, from which the follow-
ing is an excerpt: · 

"The next topic was the report that General 
(Hugh) Brady, with his troops, was coming to drive 
the Indians to the Western Reserve. This was unplea­
sant news to the dusky sons of the forest, for they lov­
ed these beautiful hunting grounds and, determined 
no( to be driven to the unknown lands of the 
wesl...they began to collect their thin and scattered 
bands, choosing rather than being driven west, to 
flee to Canad a. 

" ... At one time a body of 500 or thereabouts, came 
through the little village (DeWitt), stopping to beg 
and clamor for whiskey. Captain Scott was a man of 
Iron will and, perhaps feel ing that the ·safety of his 
household as well as the homes of his neighbors lay in 

hazardous means, he thrust for.cibly and not very 
tenderly, the most troublesome Indian out or his 
house. The'reupon war seemed inevitable. 
. "One Indian, bolder. than the rest, picked up a 

stone and twirling it .about his head, rusl!ed toward 
the Captain m·aking terrible threats. Mrs. Scott 
(Sophronia) says that she will never forget tbe 
terror-stricken faces of the women in the house at 
th_at time: Mrs. Grilley, an old lady and sister to the 
Captain, said if it were not for her invalid husband, 
she should go out Into the wheat field ior the night 
hiding herself in the tall grain, feeling that it would 
be the safest place. 

"The fear soon subsided for in a little time all were 
pacified and the Indians moved quietly up the river a 
little way .. . where they camped for the night, and in 
the morning, taking up their march, leaving home 
behind them with· all its pleasant memories and their 
buried dead . They had been gone a little while when 
General Brady and his soldiers came after them, the 
General and his staff dining at the house (Scotts) 
while the soldiers camped out." 

Sophronia Scott died in DeWitt on June 3, 1896, at a 
ripe, old age. At the time of her death if she could 
have viewed the face of the landscape of Clinton 
County, many were the changes she could have 
recalled and many were the personal heartaches she 
could have recounted in her personal struggle for 
their achievement. 

alongside his parents. 
Although the DeWitt area was not the dense forest 

that existed further west In Riley and Watertown, 
open pasture was a rarity and the cattle and oxen 
were turned out daily to graze where-they could find 
food. The animals soon· discovered that their range 
was boundless. . · 

On one occasion the oxen wandered off to tlie west 
and Sylve~ter and his father's hired man set out after 
them on foot. They followed the tracks to.the western 
edge of Cli.nton County where they crossed to the 
north side .. ol the Looking Glass Riv~r. Froin. there 
they proceeded to a point about four miles upriver 
from Shini-ne-con (near Portland) where they cross­
ed the Grand River .. 

At this point; the men entered the Indian village 
and hired an Indian to continue the pursuit with 
Sylvester _in order that the hired man could return to 
the Scott settlement. Sylvester·and the Indian picked 
up the trac~ an_d continued their search southward 
to the Thornapple Rtver in Eaton County, then turn­
ed east anti followed.to a point a few mij'es southwest 
of the moutli of the Red Cedar River (now Lansing>. 
There they finally ,succeeded in overtaking· the oxen 
and began herding Uiem back to Scotts. 

During the six-day s~_arch, the men had to sleep on 
the ground and live on a diet of bread and raw pork. 

In 1837, Hiram Wilcox erected the first sawmill in 
Clinton County on a piece of land in New Albany (a 
platted village directly south of present day DeWitt). 
It was completed and in working order by the spring 
of 1838. On a Sunday afternoon of that spring, a group 
of settlers assembled at Capt. Scott's home and it 
was decided to take a tour of the new mill. 

Sylvester Scott was examining the construction 
and machinery when someone in the party, unaware 
of this fact, turned open the water gate which set the 
machinery in motion, instantly killing Scott. 

Oral tradition, persistant in DeWitt, maintains that 
Sylvester Scott was decapitated by the action of the 
saw, and further, that it was his youngest brother, 
David, who unknowingly threw open the switch caus­
ing the regretable incident which would plague him 
with guilt the rest of his life.* . 

He left to mourn his loss, two small sons and a 
young wife, pregnant with their third child, a boy 
who would ':le named Sylvester for his late father. 

His funeral was the fi rst recorded in the county lo 
be officiated by a minister, the Rev. Isaac Bennett. 

~ : I would like it noted that this information is not 
given to be la ken as fact, but simply as an example of 
lnrormation passed by word of mouth through the 
genera tions of the past 150 years since the incident 
fr,nl, nl!'.lr•r, 



Clinton County Sesquicentennial 
Atwell Simmons first settler in Riley Town·ship 

. I·. 

Editor's Note: Jn celebration of the.sesquicenten­
nial of Clinton ·County, the Clinton County News in 
cooperation with the Clinton County Historical Socie­
ty and Clinton County Archives_ wiJJ present weekly 
features about individuals and happenings ill Clinton 
County.from 'y~ar$.ago. . 

Following is this week's feature, written by Ken 
Coin, a~ut Atwell .fnd Lovina ·rKnappJ Simmons. 

By KEN COIN 

I The first settlement in w~at would become Riley 
,Township ~egan in1he summer ol 1836 when Atwell 
SimmoniJ. inade a trip from his home in Salem, . 
Washtenaw Coupty to .the Scott settlement on the . 
Looklng'Glass River. '' · ·. , · · ; . · · · · 

He made the trip with the intentions of surveying 
, the surrollndlrig country side in qopes of locating 

some fav'orable governmental lapd. ··, '. 
His wife had given him explicit instructions that 

any i~nd Ii~ considere~Jor a new home should _cpn­
laln a:good sugarbush and be_in close proximity.to 'a 
l~t~, a throw, back to her igl_rlhood days spent near 
Honeoye Lake in OntarloCqunty, New York. · . 

ATWELL' WAS impres~ed ·with the land near the 
"Scotts." The parcels he noted and eventually pur- , , • 
chased Jrom the,_ gcivernm'eilt Jaod oflice . lit 
Ita)amazoo on July 30; 1836,' lay In Riley and Olive 
towns~lps. ' • · · ·- · 

He was also able to oblige his wife's requirements 
, as Muskrat Lake was but a short distance off a.nd the 
sugarbush which was on the tract ·would later gain ·a 
reputation ,as one of the best fn southern Clinton 
County. • _ . 

Atwell Simmons was born in Bristol, Ontario Coun­
ty, New York OD Sept. 26; 1806, the SOD of Ephriam 
and Lydla',(BowenJ Simmons. . - . 

His. entire youth was spent In that region and in 
November of 1830 he w11s married to Lovina Knapp. 

She was born on May 22, 1805, at Nassau, 
Rensselaer County, -New; York, the daughter of 
Samuel and Polly <Hines) Knapp. As a young girl, 
her parents had moved to Ontario where the re­
mainder of her youth was spent. 

/
. IN JIJJZ, Atwell and Lovina moved to Michigan ter­
ritory, settling in Salem Township. Here, two 

I children were born to them, George Riley and Amina 
Louisa. 

Jn·November of 1836, after proper preparations, 
the Simmons family set out In a wagon, drawn by ox-
en, with one cow tied to the rear of the wagon box. 
Regarding their early liflf In Riley TownshlP', th'e 
following was written early in this century by their 
great-granddaughter, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt. 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH of the descenllents of Atwell and Louina (Knapp) Sim­
--:; .monS" was. taken In .Alley T(?wnsl)lp. In, 190Q. Sta~.c!\Qi>:J el~-to right)d l\r</m.e 

Dills, Estella (Cook) DIiis, George A. Simmons: Elizabeth (Tucker) Simmons, 
Edna (Randall) Pike, Agnes (Pike) Steinhardt, unknown, unknown, Marc. D.L. 

' ' 

, · , . Pholognph courleay Faye Hanaen Pu~llc Library 
~utler, Maud (Randall) Cutler. Seated (lef.l t.o right): Amor! B. Cook, David Scott 

,. Pike, I/Iola (Cook) Pike, Ella (Simmons) Pike, Ida (Cook) Randall; Amtna (Sim, ... ,. 
mons) Cook: unknown, Millard Filmore Pike. 



Times were hazardous for early pioneer settlers 
and their children in wilderness of Clinton County 

Editors' Note: In celebra/lon of 
the sesquicentennial of Clinton 
County, the Clinton County News In 
cooperation with the Clinton Coun­
ty Historical Society and the Clin­
ton County Archives Is presenting 
weekly features about Jndlvlduals 
and happenings In Clinton County 
from years ago. 

Following ls this week's feature, 
written by Ken Coin of DeWitt, 
about Charles Scott and Eunice 
(Forbes) Scott. ' 

ByKENCOIN 

Charles Scott, youngest and 
perhaps least remembered son of 
Capt. David and Eunice Scott, was 
born in Genessee County, New 

York, on Dec. 16, 1819, and ac­
companied his parents to Ann Ar­
bor in 1825. 

He was only a young boy of 13 
when he came with them to Clinton 
County in 1833, settling at the In­
dian village of Wabwahnaseepee 
( now DeWitt). 

If he was filled with the same 
thirst for adventure, typical in 
most boys, his teenage years sure• 
ly must have offered wonder and 
excitement. 

There would have been little 
enough time for fun, however, as 
pard work even for boys was 
always the agenda for the day. 

Yet, loneliness, too mus·t have 
entered his youth as his brother, 
David, and perhaps a few Indian 

lads were the only youths in the 
area close to his age. 

FOLLOWING THEIR arrival to 
Clinton County, as winter set in, it 
was a constant concern to keep the 
precious livestock fed on what 
could be obtained by cutting down 
trees in order that the animals 
could feed from the tender ends of 
the branches. 

The livestock became so ac­
customed to this that merely the 
sound or an axe would bring them 
running. 

When spring came, it was equal• 
ly important to keep the .livestock 
out or the low greening marshes, 
lest they become mired in the mud. 

One set of oxen was lost in this 
manner. If t)lis were not enough to 

1 .Charles Scott was son of early 
'pioneer family in Clinton ·county 
(Conlinued lrom page 1 A) 

name the lots which he did not own, 
rather than those which he did. 

· He apparently profiled well from his business !ran•· 
sactions for the home he built on his farm west of 
town in the mid·l840s (still standing al 1300 Schavey 
'Road) was for ils time and loc'alion, a marvel of 
Greek revival architecture, both inside and out. 

On July 6, 1843, Charles was married to Julia 
Terry, a native or New York. They settled on a 200 
acre farm, west of DeWilt and bounded on the west 
by the Looking Glass River. 

It had previously been the homestead of Franklin 
and Jerusa Oliver. The following information regar· 
ding the homestead was recorded by J. Esther 
(Webb) Williams, a granddaughter of Charles and 
Julia Scott. 

"My grandfather built a log house .. . near the mill 
(one built by Franklin Olvier which never opera ted 
correctly) had stood near a spring. The spring water 
was as clear as crystal and was used for drinking and 
cooking. Later. a large sturdy house was built about 
hall a mile lo the east where a road had been cut 
through ISchavey Road I . 

bucket to make soft soap from fat trimmings from 
pork butchered in the fall. · 

"In the fall, about six hogs were butchered and the 
hams and shoulders cured and smoked. Side pork 
was put in strong brine and spare ribs, a great treat, 
could be kept for some time as some rpoms in the 
house were closed off and sometimes froze." 

Charles and Julia had four daughters which they . 
reared on this farm. All married local men and three 
of them married Webb boys from a nearby farm. 

Allhough many descendants live in central 
Michigan, none are known lo still live in the DeWitt 
area. 

On May 21 , 1861, Charles died at the young age of 
41, from undetermined causes. Julia remained on the 
homestead for many years,'eventually retiring to the 
village or DeWitt to live her remaining days with her 
daughters. She died there in 1906. 

keep young boys busy, the 
livestock, apparently not as dumb 
as they looked, soon realized two 
things. 

First, their range was for all 
practical purposes endless and 
secondly, the feed had been better 
back in Ann Arbor and there was 
noth.ing stopping them from return• 
ing there. 

On one occasion, the oxen set off 
to the west and it took Charles' 
older brother, Sylvester, the hired 
man, and a hired Indian six days on 
foot to chase them down. 

AT THE SAME time, as if 
preplanned, the . cattle started 
home to. Ann Arbor. Charles and 
his brother, David, were dispatch• 
ed after them. 

The boys fol iowed the cattle into 
Shiawassee County where they 
were able to over take and herd 
them back all in one day, w.alking 
about 54 miles to accomplish this 
feat. 

As an adult, Charles was closely 
associated with the business deal· 
ings of his father. He became the 
actual owner of DeWitt's famous 
Clinton House and much of the 
lands and plotted lots in and about 
the village. · 

He was the owner, in fact, of so 
much village land during the 1840s, 
the tax assessment records of the 
period reveal that the tax collec• 
tors found it easi'er to list under his 

(Continued on page 1 0A) 

"In my grandmother's d;,y tl1P wool nrt'd cd w;,s 
spun and carded and µut in , kein~ on swi fts and 
reels . The wood ashes wnc pill in h;11 rPls slan<l in ~ 
on sla nting platforms anc1 eaC' h day a lnwke t c,f wat,•r 
was pourrd in each one :i nd the lye ladlrrl of f into a 

Courtesy photograph 
PIONEER HOME - Tlie home ol Ch;11tr,. ano Julia (Te 11y) Scoll wa s built in lhe early 18~0s It is located at • 

1300 Schavey Road. DeWill. 
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CoU,nty's Sesqui Celebrate Clintoni 
DeWit~·: Hotel is survivor of past · 
era in ·.Clinton County. history 

brother, Jesse Foote Turner, and together they com- sold to other investors were lost for unpaid truces. ; 
pleted the building of_the hotel at what is now the The sale of these New Albany lots and many other 
southeast corner of Bridge and ,Webb. . . affected "paper villages," remained on th_e county,: 

When finished, the hotel was a monstrous accom- , true records until the late 1840's. . • ·I 

· By KEN COIN 
,.,,, 

· .,: The face oft.he land has changed much since Clin­
·ton County's organization in 1839. '.!;'he pioneers saw 
'ff it that the forests were' cleared, streams diverted, . 
~d marsl)es eliminate<!: , . . 

· In tum, t!ie,forces of nature have ~turned tl)ose 
pioneers tl{the,~ ·~orig with their ,log buildings 
qpd split:-rajl fe_p'ces:"lfii' a ·constant battle ,.;-- man 
~uild~ up and n!l~lire ''recl~s. · . . I · 
• 1Umqu~ amof!g&t the ·small list of surnvors from 
i839 is an i!'lposing,,yet unpretentious structure on 
the south side of the Looking Glass River, now called 

plishment for its time and place . .lts main two-story During this period, Clark also lost or sold ~is:: 
portion measures 40 by 32 feet and has a large one- interest in the mill complex along Prairie Creek to : 

. story ell to the rear. The framing is said to be of post the . Turner brothers. The complex at that time : 
-peWitt Hotel" reaches back a few yetµ"S pr:ior to its and beam construction, much like the common included not only the grist mill and mill pond, but:j 
actual construction date of Oct. 21, 1833, when method used for building barns. · also two known saw mills and numerous carpenterj 
Hiram Sheldon, then of Cleveland, Ohio, purchased Its simple floor plan features a central hall with · and: cabinet shops. 1 , · · 

107 acres of government land in section No. ~ ·of several rooms leading off from onEI_ side and the , However, Clark was able to retain some of his 
De Witt Township. . . taver,n room or "9:5sembly room" from the other. ·, Clinton County inve~tments. He kept the grist ll!~lt 
. This .land, on the s0uth bank of the Looking Glass Upstairs, beside the hall, there were ~t least ~ix bed, , and general store at Mapleton (Rochester Colony)n 
River, was.nearly opposite the village of·DeWitt' rooms for lodgers. '.- ' · · .• · Duplain, and the general store ·an:d hotei at New . 
which would be platted sever~ years later by Cap- THE_ ~OTE:I,~ exterior was_ finis}:ied with clap- •. Albany. . · . · _ , · · ' · ·. '-: : 

· tain David Scott on the .north. · ., · · ·_ ... boar4 siding with only on~ architectural element, a · BY 1847 for ,reasons unknown, Clark came :to 
: · It is' riot known if Sheldon ever_ r~rded hi~ plat finely crafted sidelightea. doorway · with,: reeded,\ Clinton Co~ty bringing with him his .',/ife, Jan'e, . 

· for. the village of New Albany, Researchers have pi!asters, capped by a segmented lin,t.el ofGreek-key ,;_. and two young children. They t;ook up residence) nj 
beentryingtolocateitsexistenceforoverlOOyears. panels . .. ·. ·' : · _ , . · . .... ·,,.· .. . the hotel butwhetheroi'notthebuildingcontii)uedj · 

. A:\1 that can be l~ed ofhow.it v.:as laid out mµst ~ Although the h,otel wou11 rioon be superseded bf '".: to functi~n as a hote~ is ·7:1ot '.known. "!fo s~'.jngJ 
pieced together from cl1:1e~_foun_dl_ll. _ _gi..! !~.d -~escnp- ~der .an<} more .'!refined . area structu~es to the. records from the period_ lli\iicate that, he was ~ 

.. .fionli-of deeds and ear_ ly. tax assessments.- : ·· - pioneers. then travehng ,along the Po~tiac-Grand_.-• innkeeper, but several references state ~at h. e w_ · ·_ · 
HOWEVER; IT is known that the village was River Trail,. the hotel at Ne_w Alb?JIY must have -ii "merchant.• , . ' . ·, . t . 

. laid iri a common grid with streets running north appeared as a palace in ~e -~ldemess when they.. . . In May of 1849, both.George and Jane Clarke di_e 
and south, east and west Several_current streets emerged from the surrounding forests., . . · • :_;. within days of one another, George on the 23n(al 

lloWitl •. · . :::-' , · ' 
· :~The old "De-Witfiiotel>I or" New Albany .Village; 
'!lllothered in '.early coilnty histocy; predates most 
any buildingin central Michigan and is unquestion­
ably. the .oldest. stru~e in Clinton County which · 
an be i:lbeumented with any amount of certainty. 
~-THE OPENING of the interi~r-ofMichigan ter­
lJtocy in the 1820's and early 30's·was accompanied 

countless quick wealth speculations, originating ' 
1ostly from the drawing rooms and drarung tables 

well-to-do New York entrepreneurs. 
Clinton County received its ample share of these 
1emes in the forms of preplanned settlements; 
,per villages, canal works, plank roads, industrial 
,mplex~s. and even an university. 
The Clinton Salt-Works (Lebanon), Rochester 

lolony (Duplain), Waterloo Joint Stock Company 
'acou_sta), New Albany (DeWitt), Middleton 
iWitt),,"Old DeWitt" (DeWitt), and Grand River 

Jity (Delta Mills-Watertown) were all planned with · 

te intent oflining someone's pockets with western 
Id. Of these, most have evolved in one form or 
other.to the present day, but with each there is 

jttle or nothing remaining from the 1830's, none 
ihat is, except at New Albany. 

THE INTERESTIN!} history of New Albany's. 

Br!!· known ,to have originated from this pla~ ~ · . . In_ 1~9, the.country went into_ .a de':~stating eco: .. the age of ~
1 
and Jane on the 29th, at ·33. By Uli _. 

Bn' dge ,Street (not )>y the name) and ~ebb Drive_ . )~o~c defreSSl?n due l~ely to. the results ?f the,:. time,_he h_a.devidently maµaged to ~ass or reco .. u 
(still known as Rochester Street, well mto modern ' Wild-cat . banking practices and overspeculation by a .corisiderllble fortune. • . · .. , 
times). . . · · . · :eastern investors. Many areas ofClinton·Coun~y . -The-settliilg'of the Clark estate. was.byfar-th ~ 

By 1836, the village had remained undeveloped - felt the effects ofthis: George T. elark was an'appa- · 'largest and most complex uridertaking the Probate . 
· and on Oct. 1 9f that year, Hiram Sheldon sold. his rent casua~ty of this depres~ion forin 1840 he-lost Court had yet faced. Appraised, the estate was esti- · j 
"village" to GeorgeT. Clark of Albany, N.Y. He sold much of his New Albany mvestme,nts. · mated at excess of $10,000 (those were 1850 
it "lock stock, and barrel" so to speak, and reserved · THE FffiST to go were.the un<l.eveloped village · -dollars). · · • . ' ; 
for him'self only 18 random lots which he later dis- , _lots. Many of these as well as many which he had · · i , 
posed of. • - ·1r · · 

In 1838, Clark took the first steps towards deve- . 
loping his village by ~iring a resident agent, Milo H. 
Turner of Rochester, N.Y., who then came to New 
·Albany with·.a large stock of merchandise and 
opened the first store. 

However, he was much more than a merchant. 
His main purpose was to promote and develop the 
town and sell village lots on Clark's behalf. 
· DURING ms first year at New Albany, Turner 

leased· the newly completed saw mill on Prairie 
Creek from Hiram Wilcox and began construction of 
the "DeWitt Hotel." Turner was soon joined by his 



"The roads were in a terrible condition and the ox• 
'en were often mired. After a six day journey they ar• 
rived in DeWitt. Leaving-his family with William 
Webb and his wife wbo lived about a mile west of the 
Scott settlement, Atwell went on to cut a road 
through the forest a.nd to build a log cabin for a home. 

tHIS CABIN was 14 by 16 feet, built without boards 
or na.ils. Logs were fastened together with wooden 
pins. A shake roof was bound on with pol~s. A pun­
cheon floor of split logs with a space in front of a 
l!lrge fireplace, fllled with clay for a hearth and with 
a quilt hung in place for a door, Atwell brought his 

. family home. . 
The time required to ·build this crude cabin was 

1 less than two weeks. Later, a door was made of the . 
, dry goo~s-box in which. their goods were packed 

while moving.• · · 
Here, in an unbrokeh wilderness, with many wild 

animals about and only Indians fo:r callers, Atwell 
· began clearln'g the land. Water was obtained lrom a 
. spring .a short dlstanc~ west of the cabin. , 

One day the little boy, George, was sent to .the spr-

1 

Ing wlt!J a sml!}J pail for water: He· soon ran.back to 
. the .cabin exclalmln~; 'lfowi.d a: l!tlle doggle but it' 
ran aw.aj'and wouldri t play with me.' _ . ·, · 

I ' THB PARENTS soon learned that it was ·a wolf ID-
1 ·stead of adog. , - , _.,, ' 
!· With no fences, the cattle often· strayed · some 

-c·-.,.:-: 
, __ 

,..,. 
/•',, ,- ·. ·· .. ·•':.•. 

. .. (L~ ~) :::.:· ,::, ---.c,: ·. ;.'-

,; :i 
'·.1 

distance from the cabin. One night, Livona went in 1882 when they retired to DeWitt. riage, Lovina's aunt and Lovina's cousin married 
search of the cow and became lost in the woods. She They had. two children w_ho lived to maturity, Alwell's sister. . · ,: 
round a tree which:had fallen and become lodged In Hiram Atwell Simmons and Ella (Mrs. Milla.rd . The practice perpetuated onto Atwell and Lovlna's 
another. Climbing this tree she waited the coming of Filmore Pike). , . . ' descendants as- ·tbeir grandson, Hiram Simmons, 
day break. Towards morning she was startled by the Amina Louisa Simmons, · a mere ·Infant_ of four married Atwell's brother's step-daughter, Carrie 
sound of a gun. Fearing Indians, she remained quiet months when her parents. brought her lo Clinton Swift; their granddaughter, Viola Cook married IJ~r 
until the lights came near. Then, she wa~ o:verjoyed County, married a young man -from · an adjoining own second cousin (and.a foster son of her father's 
to find that her husband and another pioneer were homestead, Amor! B. Cook o~Sept. 20, 1853. . sister) David Scott Pike, also a granddaughter of 
searching for he!;'._~. ' _____ · . . He had co~e with his -- parents, J~_seph and Atwell and Lovlna and the practice, perhaps, con• 
·Atwell held · many positions In local affairs, Charlotte (Herrick) Cook to Riley In 1840. . • eluded in the Dec. 13, 1905, marriage of the Simmons' 

especially the schools of which he wf s a generous His lather had, however, made . an earlier ap- . great-grandson,. George s. Pike,. to an~ther gre~t-
benefactor. Lovlna is credited with giving Riley pearance In 1838 at V(blch time h~ purchased the land ·grandchild, Edna Randall. ·. · . · ,, · 
Township its name. She used the sal!le as a middle and built a Jog house. Follow mg their' marriage, Now, . while . all of. this . may sound like ~ a 
name for her son, George Riley Simmons. · Amor! and-Amina occu11ted a log cabin on the Cook genealo_glst's nightmare, It ls presen~ed here as an 

Atwell died In Riley Township on Oct. 27, 1881, and homestead. . . . . • · · . . example of normal family ties in 19th centµry Clinton , 
Lovlna remained there until _the time of her death on , Their homes improved with lime and they rem am- County. · . · . · . , . 
April 30 1891. ·· · · - ed on .th!~. homestead until µietr deaths.· They had Equally it is an Important concept to remember 

GEORGE R. SIMMONS who had come to ·c11nton three dau~ters_ who grew· to' adulthood, E. Estella when rese~rching any aspect~( ~arly Clinton County-
County ·with his parents at the· age of four, married : (Mrs .. Jerome D1lls),.Ida 0 . (Mrs. William Randall), history. The main reason, however,__ls Iba~ people 
his former school teacher, Elizabeth Tucker on Dec. and Viola H. (Mrs. David Scott Pike)• , • came to'tbls councy or relocatedwJtliin U because of 

:21 1853. ·•· · .· · . · : . .' ·· ·/ · · · . ·. . , Atwell and Lovipa (Knapp) Simmons were both family cotinectlons, often hidden'.~y tq~ pa_jsing;of 
· :_She JiaJi coine to the_ah!a ID ~850 with her par~nts, members of a_Jarge co!Dplex _family netw~rk which ·. generations. ' '. , i ., , .. , : · : , ,, · z.::: :-,:;,!•;., >t,·<:,/ · 
Hiram. and Liley (S~l\JI): T~cker . . ·F.ollowiJ1g _tl~eir. , extended back _to, Pl!ntan._New Engl,nd (perhaps Atwell and·f ~v.in.\l S/m!llons wer~ al.~ :tmpo_~ane 
marriage, George and Ellzabe~b_took oveq>arfo~ ~Is :-,:,.:-earlier)._·· : · - , ' . . pioneers withlp. their own·. exten4~ fa~lly aHlie· 
parents'.. homllstead; the pott_lo~ w_blcb fay.,in .011,v, . /NTER;MARRIA(ilU~'..g'H.rN pie extem;ed family, .first to come to Clinton Co~nty, Many ottier. close ind , . 
Township ~rid re!Jlal_ne~ there first ID /1 small a~an- typical of manr_eatly _Am,f~!cali falllll!es, . was co_m- distant ~ranches of the.S!m~oiis !l)icl.Kpapp fa~!lles ·, 

· doned Jog cabtn:and lat¢r Iii a f_lne f~a~e hous~_untll monplace: Atwell(s, fathei; wed, 'for.~ seco.nd• IJ!a.r: woilld follow 1/ieir,le/ld, ·•·· ... ·· .. ,~ __ r,::·: 'Ji : . :: : t:: .. 
_'; • , · - .- I , . ; • • j_ _• •..., ,-,1 ·" , ~ •~ · :, · ' , . ,_.. 
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Loulna (Knapp) Simmons ?:}fl~ .... ;::· i _ ·!'' :·_·?~i_tf 1if~~ -~.-k,, t i,' ~~~~z(:~\t~(~1-\~/l~-.... 
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Clinton County SesquicentenThii"i8f'"""·' 
Clark's real estate story tells how 
others operated his local business 

By KEN COIN - Milo H. Turner bought much of the property adja-
cent to the mill complex on Prairie Creek and Caro-

Editor'sNote:Thefollowing article written by Ken line Turner (Milo's wife) was the highest bidder for 
Coin is the second part of a two-part story about the the hotel, some village lots in New Albany and some 
DeWitt Hotel and New Albany Store which pros- I acreage to the south. 
pered from the beginnings of Clinton County. The prices fetched at the scale were low, even by 

HE HELD mortgages and promissory notes for the standards of those days. Caroline Turner was 
nearly . half that amount. Rare indeed was the able to make her purchase for a mere $194. 
county resident who was not somehow economically Although the Turner families purchased much of 
affected by Clark's death. the. estate to add to their already substantial land 

The Clark children, Sarah and Roswell, returned holdings and business enterprises, they had by this 'I 
to New York to live with an older brother, Joseph date, all but left the area for larger fields of 
Clark of Albany. And again, Milo H. Turner was left , investment. 1 

with the power of attorney to act as the agent for the I BY THE late 1840's, Milo and Jesse are recorded 
Clark family in sorting everything out. as operating the "Se}rnour House," a hotel in north 

An inventory of the hotel, taken shortly after the . Lansing which had been built and owned by Hora­
Clarks' deaths gave an interesting look at how the tion and James Seymour. 
former hotel must have been furnished during and · In the early 1850's, the Turner's began disposing 
before the Clarks' residency. of their investments in Michigan and submitted to 

Among the outstanding features of the inventory the beckoning call of the California gold fields where 
are 45 chairs, seven looking glasses, six beds, and a they eventually became permanent settlers. THE NEW ALBANY STORE was a busy meeting place for Clinton County ·ct t d _ Court~sy photograph 
surprising amount of carpeting. In April of 1851, Caroline Turner then living in county's history. . - resi en s unng the early years of the 

The auctioning of Clark's real estate began on Monroe County, N.Y., sold the hotel and surround­
Jan. 22, 1850,atthecourthouse steps on East Main ing land to Rowland VanScoy of DeWitt. She real­
Street i_n De Witt. The Mapleton property including ized a hefty profit on the transaction for after retain­
the mill and-store was let to Benjamin Shepard as ing the property for only one year she sold it for 
the highest bidder, on behalf ofhis brother, William. $900. 
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~-- ~,.:_ • ·_ -~- ~ - ,...T,• - ...... --. : ...,;. :•mY•+•~fu~:1-~ ~.,,~.;.;g,,i.;...,;,rj',..:., ·-.~••,;,"T- .,., ::-:-c• 
· 1 YanJ:?coy, ~ native.of Kent, Puti:t_~ Co~ty, N;Y.;~. • -~•.:~ ·an.l,:Margaret Allen _ofD~Witt~, moved into .·· 

h~d first CO!Jle to ~tbn C~~ty_pn Apnl of 183.~; the house artd contin~ed to make Mhell'.f~ home . 
porch8!intJ.60.a~s orlan(l~ •~~em,~ 'for'''over'So':yearsi,;d h . ,, . ,:~;\ ., .. •· · . - _." 
%w,nsliiJ .•H._!! ~~~ally.a~~-~ -~ - . ;. '.In 1008,afterretuming_from an ~nd~ vaca- · '.· 
alilo$l .,QE1)ipd· Jl);tlie. D'e'W1tt,~,·,~:~fEilt, (,) tion' iri''.California, Sylvester and Jennie decided to 

~HIS:.~OYE. to :~e h.ot_el was· ~11.Jut·-j~•t:,, •. e"i!; ·? sell the.farm' and return to Califomia;permanently . . 
~Witt area ·and lie remained there only .a 1liort;, -. THE PURCHASERS·oHhe -farm,were Frank .' 
tqne. On Apri_l 24,.1854; ;he .m~ed.·hi_s fl!ffl_\ly~\ji. '.f"and-~Pauline·-Polly". (Yanz))Oevei: (no,w s~lled ;_ 
EsaexTo~sh1pto anew]iac~farm tn~onaJ ·: "Klaver':}, ThehistoJ:icoldhomehasremamedm~e ,.; 
nO: 9. He continually upgraded his land holdings , i [, Klaver family since,that time, eventually pas~mg ,, 
both iii· Essex' and DeWitt and·atthe tinie ·orhfi': : ( into the ownmhipofthe Kla'vers' son, Charles, and t 
dtath~l.890,wasoneofthewe~thiestmenin~-:,, l'/.'.his wife; ,Mable, ,;I.~. ; :_ • · . 1' • '. ;. 
tral Michigan an~ ownero(_well oyer .1,900 acres in,, . !\\ The name of New Albany 1s now but an unique_ '. 
Clinton County alone. - ·. - .:··: ,: ·:,..: . - -·;__ t1 oddicy; The·naniesbfjta streets have been changed, I 
i Some of the land which VanScoy did not choos~ to"''\ lg;-themill complex, fongv,µiiehed! Ev'~n the sun:?und- , i 

ke~p _at the time ofhi~ departure from Essex To11;1- . ; ·i•;• ing;J~d i•:~iclil~iU:~b-~g_ ~ ~e machi_n~ · o~ _ ' 
s}:iipmcludedafarmmsouthernµ~WittTo~h1p, , ; modei'il, de\'elopmen~ ' ' : ,,.. ;; • .:-. _..-. ·, ··. _, 
the hotel, and lands at Ne~ Albany. Thes~ heaol4 on · • ·,: • Of:New :AlbanY..cl'De Witt iii 1839; and perhap~ all , . . · 
March 22, 1854,_ to hii' Cofm!!! j.~igl).lior,'He111')'. ;- · !;. ofqtin~n'C6unty, ~illy ~e.pe~i~t. H?,tel, a .ch~ee::;; 
Moon. - ~-•i • .-,C.-i:.., .,4,\ :,, ·~,; 't' a-/inlivor~J)'l:'cJgress andnature,:rem~s as as1lentjf' 
: Moon, a native oCEngland, liild come to 'America. l monlftrlent and sole witne11·to the past 150 years of r,

1 i4 1826 and to Michigan in 1833 where he settled~.' '. Clfnlon·,Coiinty h'erita'ge.'·¥ ~.:: • ·,:. •'. -':'. . ., 
near Ann Arbor. There in 1835~ he married Susan, · . ; ":_ ~ ·--,~~ .• .;:,, ~ '.~> . ; ,· ,; _; •• ',, _ ..:J. 
(Frazy) Place, the· widow· ofl>_avid T. !'lace. ~ '- · d ~- ... · · -· r'. • ~ ' ' · • 

. yean later, Moon ·brought his young family to•tlie· · , . 
vJilderness of Clint.on County where he purchased . 
·160 acres in-section no; 29· of DeWitt Township:.· 
1 IN -1850, Moon, like many ar_eil men, made the · 

Hazardous trip to·the west seeking his fortune in the .: 
tempting gold fields of California,; He ,remained 
thereforthree·years,retumingto his wife and child- ; 
rtn•in1853 with as his obituary put it, ".a im'lgf,~:~ ' .· ~ 
time." ·He was one of the' luckY. few; not tliat ·ne. ' 
ri!tumed with wealth necessarily, butihalhe,was.'· . , 
able to return at' ·a11. , . ·, •. , :· ,. ·,1-.,J~· · 
) His riches were invested in land, in plll'licullir, 

the old hotel, theri ownM byVanScoy; This ccimm6- ' 
dious building was just what'.Moon needed for liis · .. . 
equally large family. He had at the time; silt child- .·.✓.\ • \ • \ • 

z~u•;~ur~}drenofhi~wife'•~herprevi~s i~ ·_,,·: , 
1 He~ ill°,"e acre!lte in' th_e.'?cinity' ,~ P1! .. 1

1
l ' ,' , .. · : ; .. 

house, bwl_t b~s,,planted orchards, and ~?t-· j; · . . , ·. , 
aily improved it'into one of.the showplace farms:of•: : - 1 · 
Clinton County. . . · ·: ;_. . .·,:~;( ,, . 
, IN 1875; faced · with ill health; : Heri~-.¥oon ] \ 

retired from farming and moved into the Village of 
DeWitt, selling his.fonner home and.much.of his · · 
acreage to his son, Sylvester Moon_.. . - · :\·fs.•_. .·. 

· , Sylvester and his new. bride :ot·two ;inonthii,:tlie ., 
former · Jennie Harper: (an. adop~d, da\lgh'ter/ of,; 
• , _ -~-~ •• ~- ' • . ~ . . •~ ..c •• . , 

,. 


