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Opinion 
Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

June has long been regarded as the mouth for mar­
riage, but It was not always such. June weddings are 
more a product of the industrial revolution and for Clin­
ton County in particular, the age of the automobile, 
when weddings no longer needed to be planned around 
the workings of the farm. 

Prior to the 1920s, most DeWitt area ..-eddings oc­
curred in the fall , shortly after harvest time. Other 
popular wedding times included the Chris,::nas season 
(when it was usuaUy convenient for families to gather 
together ), and mid-February, often coinciding with 
ValentLrie's Day). 

The fo llowing newspaper clipping describes a typical 
"fancy" wedding from early DeWitt: 

An October Wedding 
Just before Snow Flies, a 

Happy DeWitt Pair Were United 

One of the largest and most charming weddings in this 
vicinity took place Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1898, L, the 
beautiful home of Mr. and Mrs . Varney Pec..rce, of Olive 
(currently owned by William Fedewa at 3:?63 W. Chad- -
wick Road) , where nearly three huncred friends 
assembled to witness the marriage of their eldest 
daughter, Al tie, to Felton P . Brink, one of Olive·s most 
estimable young men. They have both res!ded in Olive 
since childhood, consequently have many warm friends. 

The home was beautifully-decora ted throughout with 
plants and flowers, the parlors being decorated in 
dahlias and cosmos blossoms. The guests wer e received 
by Dr. and Mrs. (Richmond) Simmons. At 6 p .m., while 
the beautiful strains of Mendelssohn's weeding march 
was being played by Miss Lucille Scott o: DeWitt, the 
bridal party m a rched L,to the north parlor, and stood 
beneath an immense floral horse-shoe, rr.zde of white 
dahlias, where Rev. T.W. Illman, pastor oi Universalist 
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Local weddings in another time 
Church in Bay City, performed a very beautiful and im­
pressive ceremony. The bride and groom were attended 
by Varney Pearce, brother of the bride; Miss Hattie 
Kinney; Mark Drazer; and Miss Josephine, sister of the 
bride. 

After the congratulations had been received, the 
bridal party and friends were escorted lo the two 
spacious dining rooms, where an elaborate supper, 
from tastily-decorated tables, was served by eight 
young ladies, the Misses Webb, Pike, Kinney, 
Brinkerhoof, Martzke, Whitaker. Blizzard, and Randall, 
who were each presented with a dainty card tied with 
white ribbon, upon which was written the bill of fare, 
also the day and date, to be keot as souvenirs. At the 
ends of the tables presided Mrs. S. Norris, Mrs. M. Dills, 

Mrs. E. Dills, and Mrs. D. Rockwell, who poured the cof­
fee for the girls to serve. The bill of fare consisted of cof­
fee, biscuits, meals, pickles, cabbage salads, ollves. ice 
cream, watermelon, lemon cheese, angel food cake, 
oranges, bannas ( that's the way they spelled it!). fruit, 
and bride's cake. P iano music was furnished by Victor 
Clavey. Mr. and Mrs. Brink left for the state of New 
York and Niagara Falls, with the best wishes of their 
many friends. 

- One Who Was There 

A report of a similar wedding, nearly a decade 
earlier, was reported as follows: 

"Married in Lansing, Oct. 26, 1889, Charles Cole of 
Riley and Jennie Van Fleet of Olive; also at the same 
time and place, Major Lewis of Bingham and Ida Bedell 
of Riley. The happy coupies returned to the residence of 
Dey Van Fleet about five o 'clock p.m. where they were 
met by about 35 relatives of :\Lr. and Mrs. C. Cole and 
tables loaded with the choisest kind of eatables in great 
abundance, to which all were invited to partake and did 
so in a manner highly complimentary to the eatable, 
judging by the amount of empty tables soon to be found. 

About 9 o'clock, Capt. Myers marched up with his 
company of 40 volunteers, nooe had to be drafted but 

·went freely, well armed with three guns and two milk 
pans and one cow bell. They played a few tunes and 
gave three cheers for the blushing bride, then departed 
for their homes feeling much better I presume, for their 
fun. 

- E ll Cee 
Besides tbe old custom of the shivaree, a feature of 

both accounts, which is now clearly outdated, is a com­
plete tabulation of all gifts received and the names of 
the givers. 



Trees have a history all their own 
There was a song popularized In the early 1800s by the 

name ot "Woodman, Spare That Tree." Its lyrics nar­
ra ted an lndlvldual's devotion to an oak tree. It was 
taken to heart by the settlers or the mldwesl and soon · 
became an American classic. 

Do you have a favorite tree? I do, or at least I did until 
It was recently cut down. Actually, my favorite was two 
trees, a matched set. which used lo stand on N. Bridge 
Street In front of one of the older sections of the 
cemetery. I don't know exactly what kind or trees they 
were. but their stark white bark led me lo believe that 
they were a form o·r birch or al least close cousins. Their 
trunks were enormous, ol.Jvlously or advanced age, and 
they looked quite stately as an accent to the white mar­
ble headstones which dot the graveyard. I was sorry to 
discover their absence, but! 'm confident that there was 
a good reason behind their sudden demise. 

I guess I'll have lo pick a new tree; perhaps one of the 
mammoth oaks which line Schavey Road, south of the 
river. The largest among them are rare rernnant.s of the 
primeval forest which originally covered the area. 

In lhls modern i.ge we have a very different regard 
for trees than did our ancestors or 150 years ago. To 
these pioneers, a tree stood as a sign of lnflnlle obstacles 
and exhausllve effurt. It ls mainly this atlltude which 
led Capt. Scott lo choose the site or present-day DeWitt 
In which lo establish a settlement Much of thls area, a 
century and a half ago, consisted of a large open 
meadow with only a scattering of oak and maple stands 
amid a thick, seemingly lmpenatrable, wilderness. This 
open land spared him much of Lhe arduous task or land 
cleurlng and crops could be planted almost al once. 

In the areas surrounding the Scott settlement, 
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newcomers approached their laborious task wllh a zest 
that uearly reached obsession, to clear away every tree 
In sight. Aside from the necessary woodlot of sugar­
bush, the sprouting homesteads were usually ;void of 
trees. Their use for aesthetic guallly or simply tor shade 
was almost unheard of. Even tree- lined roads were con­
sidered Impractical as they tended to block out the 
sunl lght necessary to keep the roadways dry. 

There Is one exception to the above, and It Is a matter 
still hotly debated among farmers and folklorists. To 
this day, though they are quickly vanishing, one can still 
spol an occasional open rteld that has a tree flourishing 
within Its center. Now, many contend that lhese trees 
were purposely left to give shade to resting horses und 
tleld workers. Others maintain that these trees were 
allowed to remain because they wern usually useful nut­
bearing trees llUCh as hickory, beech or IJutternut 
(walnut trees tend to sterilize the ground). 

Then, there ls a faction which belleves that the 
homesleadct left an occuslonal tree as a monument or 
penance to the forest which hew as destroying. 

Personally, I think the explanation lies In a combina­
tion ot these Ideas. On my wife's family homestead near 
Fowler, Lhere wus such a tree. Her great-great­
grandfnther, Charles Piggott, upon complelln15 lhe 
clearlng of his farm, allowed one large tree lo remain. 
He encircled It with a fence lo leave as a reminder to his 
descendants or the enormity of his accompl lshments. 1t 
served this purpose admirably, as well a:; ofterlng com­
forllng shade for many future genera lions (of both Plg­
gotts and field-horses). 

Yes, I believe I will pick one of those oaks on Schavey 
Road for my new favorite tree and hopefully. If progress 
can be stalled , ll won't have to be forfeited for lhe sake 
or an Improved roadway. 
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foe old DeWitt Baptist Cr,urc11 (now Mrs. Ely's Col­
lectibles) as it appeared at the turn of ttl,:i century. 
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Old. Baptist records 
After 1n8, when the Baptist Church congregation 

merged with memt;ers of LIie Methodist Church, the 
record books of the .Baptist's came up mi:ising . 
Throughout the following years. many rumors of .their 
existence, or lack Lhcreot, surfai:cd but none were ellher 
confirmed or dispelled. 

1'hc actual record books came Lo lii,:hl, momcularily, 
in 1!171! al the estate auction of the lute Mabd Sibley. 
Prior lo their actual sale, however, they again d1sap• 
peared. Fortunately, in the l!l:.ios, Mrs. Sibley had taken 
the time to copy, in ab:;tract form, most or the pertinent 
Information contained in the records Including the 
numerous membership rolls and extructlo11s from 
minutes of the church :;ocidy and the building trustees. 

The following excerpts arc but a s;unpling o! the in­
formation conlaiued in the copy: 

May 10, lil40 - The llaplist llrelhren of Dew 1tt 
assembled at Rev. J .R. Pearsall's on Sabbath ... The 
following brethren were present: Isaac Hewilt, Barna 
Allen, Gilbert Cushman, Jonathan H.. Pearsall, George 
Pearsall. Hannah Moore, Oeuornh Marvin. Polly Peur­
sall, Fanny He Will, Aurilia Pearson, and Thankful Cole. 

Jan . 10, lUH · - Cull Uro. Clark fol' put.Lor bciln11ln11, 
Novemocr lu:;t. 

March I, UJ51 - Mel al schoolhouse near Mr. Hurd's. 
Sister Christiana Hall (alias Allen) received by letter. 

Aug. 23, 1U5l - tt.c:;olved that in our juclgmeut it is 
proper to move forward Lo Lluilcl a meeting house tor 
that use or L11e Baptist Denomiuauon in Oe WtLl. Hcsolv­
ed, that we proceed lo organize a Baptist Society ac­
cording to law. Resolvtd, that we meet the 2Uth of Scpl. 
next for lhe puq}osc of organizing and choosing 
trustees. Appointed llev. T.W. Merrill , Bro. J.ll . Clark, 
J .n. Pearsall, a committee to drnft a subscriplion and 
lo enquire where we can obtain a site tor the meelinl:!, 
IWU!ie ... 

Apnl :l, !852 - Voted Lo purcl1<1sc of David Stuq~is. a 
certain piece of Jund on the north :;ii.le of Lhe Puollc 
S4u,ire In tlle village of DeWitt for the purpose of 
building a meeting house. 

July 6, 1115:J - At a meeting of the Trustees of the First 
Buplbt Church & Society, he h.I .. . ut the housc of J.D. 
Edward:; in DeWitt, voted lhut we hire $·IOU to puy Duvtd 
Olin for buildl11g said house and that we mortgage Lhe 
said house to secure the payment of the same. 

Nov . 12, HJ5J - W ift: of J .H. Peur:wll lies titcte:;:; todily 
In Lile home of J.H. Pcursall, Clerk of Church. 

Dec. 10, rns:1 - Met at the mei:lin~ huu:;e fur fir~t 
lime. A good number present. 

May !I, lUSU - Withdrew hand of fellowsh ip from Br. 
Hewitt a nd wife. llesolved, that the belfry be finished 
with blinds. 

June :.iu, lll65 - Br. Grinold & wife, Catherine Grmold 
received by ldter from llolly. 

Aug. t:i, l!l'l:l - Volecl lo repair mcctmg house and 
fence. 

Oct. 14, IU!l5 - lnsurt church for $1,000 . 
Dec. 14, llllJ!l - CommiLLee appoinltd rn secure a bell 

and prepare the s teeple to a bell. · 
'ftte i.lbStr:ictcd copy of the Uaptbl reco1·d was pur­

chased in a boK·lot a t Mrs. Sit;ley's estate auc twn by 
Dorothy Ely who subsequently do1iatcLt it to the Ar· 
chives of U1e Clinton County llbtorical Society. Las t 
year the copy was edited, typed and indexed. Copies of 
this a1·e now on file at both th,:; ll tslori<:al Society·~ ar· 
chives a l the DeWitt Tow11sh1p Hall aud al the Faye 
Hanson Public Library . 

Unfortunately, qucstionallle spclliug of na111cs und 
conf1nnut io11 of dales coulc..l not t;e checked ,,~arn:;t tile 
original records us l11cy arc again unavaiJat;Ic but as tl 
IS, tlie abstruct serves as an invaluuble tool for 
genealogists and church and local historians. f•crllaps 
surncel.iy tlle complete onginul recorc..J of Dewitt's 
pioneer chut'ch. as well as lhc record:; of olhtr early 
cl1ure;hes. schools aud organi:t.at1un!i, w1Jl come lo li~hl. 
uud 11ml l11c11· place 111 u Jucul l'qrn:, tlury . 
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The Methodi.st story 
The earliest religious organization in DeWill, lhe · 

Methodist-Episcopal Church, has its beglnning_wilh the 
circuit riders of lhe lll:lOs. The lirsl congregation, 
organized by Elder Uenncll in lU:16, included: J olin and 
Pamelia Gould, Asa and Mary Parker, t:_ewis and 
Lucmda Coburn, and Samuel Smith. 

ln Lile earliest years, the congregation met 1n v·arious 
' homes; in later years, il is llet!cved lhal services were 

held in the village school house. 

In 1U46, a parsonage was built for the circuiting 
pastor. The exact !ocation of this parsonage is not 
known, but ll seems to have been on the west side of N. 
r'raul<Jin Slrecl, on the Public Square. Around rnoo, a 
new parsonage was built at 211 W. Main. This served 
well for many decades, but was replaced by a new one 
at501 W. WashinKlon. 

About l!lti5, the first Methodist Church structure was 
built on the west side ot N. Bridge Street. The site had 
previously been owned by John £dwards, a dealer 111 

stoves and tin ware. His slore and dwelling house had 
occupied lhe lot. This wood frame church was occupied 
for only 30 years before being replaced. 

An item in the Clinton _County ltepuolican issue of lU96 
reads: "Il.od Shaw. the harness maker in DeWitt, llas 
bought the old Methodi:a Church and ls moving it acrm,s 
the street. He will convert 11 inlo u dance hall." It was 
not converted into a dance hall, but was sold to Homer 
Brazee and Willis McLough who totally rebuilt the 
structure and began a general store culled Dra2ee & Co. 
ll was Lile building which sllll stands on the north easl 
corner of Main and Bridge Streets. 

The Greek revival-style buil<lini:: was replaced in Ul~ti 
by a more ::;ubstanllal brick ::;Lructure. Thl:i new church 
was an L-stwpcd building of a simpk Golllic style willl a 
small entrance and l:Jell tower situated In the corner of 
the L. . 

On March 10, 1\1211, this building wai,; ~kstcoyed by fire, 
after which the Baptist congregalion, across the street, 
at once OJlened their doors to the Mcthoctl:;t member­
ship. As a result, a good many of Lile later congregation 
jQinect with the liapt!sls and eventually_ Conned an tn­
tenienominational church. 
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DESTROYED.BY FIRE -- This is the old Methodis t 
Church that burned on Maret, 1 O. 1928. Much ol ttrn 
congrega11011 then wors11ipped w i th tile Baptist 
church whicl1 was across the street. la ter lorrning an 
interdenominational church . However, some 
members ol tt1e Melhodist CllUrch eventually rebuilt 
the building on its origina l sile . This structure 1s now 
the De Wit I Conservatory at 11 5 N. Bridge S t. 

There were, however, a gooct number ol tho::;c who 
chose Lo hold Mdhodist services in lhc study ot tile par­
sonage on W. Main Slrccl. W ilh the help of insurantc 
money and mcmbcr::;hip conlribullun:s, a new brick 
structure was built on the :;ilc of l111:: former church in 
l!J:ll. A large wing wus added Lo thb buildinl!. :JO year,; 
lalcr. This build ing, now housing the DcW!ll Couscr­
vatory at 115 N. Bridge, was rcceally placed on the Slutc 
Hegistt:r of Historic Siles. 

Beginning in 1~67, the De Will Mcl11odist and £manucl 
Mcthodi::it (localed on the northeast corner of Sd1avcy 
ano Cti.lrk. !toad:;) inicia lc<.I a practice oi :-.hann t:: 
ministers. For a long while the two COlll!.l'Ctlalion,; 
cti::itussecl a mc,-~cr which culminated in 1970 with llw 
two votint:: to join together and cull lheinsclves the 
Hcdecmcr United Mclliodist Church. 

ln 1977, a new o!ficc was completed north of lilt: 
former Emanuel Methodist Cllurch . 

Tlib combined congregalion is rich iu history of 
meeting LIie spirited need~ ot a charming con11nunily 
tor nearly 150 years. 
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~~ See if you know these old homes 

--------

Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

If you th111k you have a good eye tor ctcluil, try to 1ctcn­
t1ty lhc houses pklurcu here In Uw:;c ol(j vtnlugc 
photographs. All are located within the city lim Its ot 
DeWitt. 

Check your answers against those in next week's col· 
umn. 
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WITH THIS RING - DeWitt girls of 191 O perform a mock wedding. Back row left to right: Maud Rose, Hazel 
Bray, Norma Beadle, Helen Dills, Miss Havens. Reva Treadwell, Lorna Woodruff. Pearl Tucker was the bride 
and Lulu Clavey was the groom. The flower girl is unknown. The letters were drawn on the pictu re as a means 
of identifying the participants. 

Answers to old D~V'fitt ho~e quiz 
Following are the identities of the homes pictured in 

last week's column. 
No. 1 - Don and Lee Greene's home at 409 W . Main. It 

was built about 1910 for Clayton and Clara (Lorem.) 
Woodruff. Clayton and his brother, Mark, were the co­
founders of Woodruff Bros. Bank, DeWitt':; first bank. 

No. 2 - Jim and Shirley Costlgan's home at 124 W. 
Jefferson. It was buill about 1910. Carl and Maud 
(Williams) VanF'leet are believed to have been the 
home's first residents -and it is probable that the house 
was built by the VanFleet brothers. The unique styling 
Is an archltertural trademark of the VanFleets. 

No. 3 - Carrol and Bonnie Ward's home at 203 N. 
Scott. lt was built about Hlo5 for Bonnie's great uncle 
and aunt, Jerome and Estella <Cook) Dllls a:. their 
retirement home. It was built in a style widely 
popularized by farmers retiring to DeWitt in the early 
1900s and is nearly identical lo several others in town 
built during the same period by friends of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dills. Mrs. Ward's grandparents, Marc and Maud 
Cutler, resided here for many years and, in tact, six 
generations of Mrs. Ward's family have called this their 
home. 
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No. <I - Doug Twiss' home and office at 204 N. Bridge. 
It was built about 1905 for Victor Clavey. Mr. Clavey, 
formerly of Olive Township, was a co-owner of Clavey 
and Drya, one of DeWHl's early hardware :.lore:.. I-le 
was also a notable musician and orchestra leader dur­
ing the early 1900s. The exterior appearance of th is 
house has gone virtually unchanged for the past ao 
years. 

No. 5 - Roger ancrJoan Overway's home and office at 
125 N. Bridge. It wa s built about 1920 for Carl a nd Ma ud 
(Williams) Vanfleet. It Is probable that is was designed 
and built by the V anF'lect family of carpenters. A large, 
one-story barn previously occupied the site which, dur­
ing its long existence, housed a foundry, blacksmith 
shop and cooper shop. 
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.o~pinion 
Resor-t was popular in ea·rly 1900s 

In the ear-ly years of this century, many young people 
of south-central Clinton County found fun and entertain­
ment at the Merle Beach Resorl. 

Tbe Merle Beach Hotel "''as built in 1898 by Kittie 
Moore, on the north shore of Muskrat Lake , along the 
south side of Jason Road. The lu.n1ber for the large 
building was sawn the previous year by Potter's Mill at 
Pompeii in Gratiot County and hauled by wagon to the 
Olive Township building site . When completed , it was a 
long two story frame s tructure, 30 feel by 80 feet, which 
ran east and west with the front !acing west. 

The ground floor consisted of a long central ball, five 
l:>edrooms, office, kitchen, several reception rooms, and 
a dining room large enough to accomodate 75 people. 

The second floor of the hotel was accessible by the in­
side stairway as well as two on the outside. This floor 
was devoted to a large dance hall with enough space for 
50 squares of dancers. Four doors from this room Jed out 
onto a long balcony which encircled the building on the 
north, west, and east sides. 

Just west of the hotel was a large stable and attached 
to the east of Lile hotel proper was an insulated icehouse . 

The resort was known by some in its earlier years as 
Moore's Resort or Moore 's Lake but the name of Merle 
Beach soon caught on. The name Merle is said to have 
been derived from the Jake's bottom which is thick with 
marl. Some mainlain that there was no connection bet­
ween tbe two. 

An artificial beach was attempted but the sand and 
gravel would not hold . A long dock was extended out on­
to the lake and for a time, a small s teamboat plied the 
waters for short excursions around the lake. 

The resort became a popular spot for fami.ly picnics 
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and reunions and many churches, schools, and social 
organizations met for picnics and outings there. But it 
was the dances that brought notoriety to the hotel. 
Public and private dances and socials had been held at 
"the Beach" since its beginnings, but by the 1920s, the 
demand for more public dances greatly increased . 

The dances usually started at 9 o' clock in the evening 
and lasted until 3 o'clock in the m orning. Midnight din­
ners, likewise, became an institution. 

Merl e Beach retained its popularity for many years 
but ultimatel y, like all good things, it too came to pass. 
Dances becam e less frequenf unti.l even tually they were 
discontinued . The building fell into dis repair, was van­
dalized, and finally, was lorn down in 1958. 

But memories of the countless good times had there 
remain alive in the minds or man y older people who din­
ed and danced, laughed and fell in love, at The Beach. 
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Old map revealing 
J Tl l .. -L-- L- -rnusrra red here is a portion of the earliest known plat 

map of Clinton County. It was published about 1864 by 
the Geil , Harley & Siverd company of Philadelphia. 
Unlike later plats which were usually published i.n book 
form , this plat, which also included Gratiot County, was 
a large wall map. 
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A careful study of this old map will show some o! the 
many changes that have occured to the lands of Bath 
and DeWitl Townships in the past 120 years. Some of the 
most noticeable are the changes in the roads . 

The form er Michigan Central Rail road is here labeled 
the "Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Railroad" and the 
Pere Marquette, which l.ouches Lhrough the southwest 
corner of DeWitt Township, has not yet been con• 
structed . · -

The southern half of DeWitt village is still called 
"New Albany" and Bath village is ti tled "Bath Station." 

Jdlt-iough many ar1: illegible, some family names are 
s till very familiar today . 
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The Scott sisters 
Hblorics of De Will and its founders, Capl. Ua v id a1Hi 

l!:unice Scott. have commonly included ln!ormallon 
regarding the. accomplbh111e11ts ol lheir three sons: 
Sylvester, David Jr., and Charles. Whal was not record­
ell and, in fact. 11as gone largely unresearched, is the 
seemingly forgolten memlJers of the Scott family . 

ln Hl82, as a project for Dewitt's sesquicentennial, 
myself, aud Dorothy Scott, an avid geneulogist <1nd a 
direcl descc11dc11l of Duvid and Eunice Scott turnily, 
were w ilh much t:ffurl, correspondence, amt u 
nllnimum of ::;oun:cs al>lc lo piece together an up-to-dale 
tan1ily history of the three sons. 

We were proud of our aceomphsl11nenl but regreltcd 
that we were unable lo glean any record worthy of merit 
for the ll1ree known daughters of David and -Eunice 
St.:ott. ( They arc :;a id to have had 11 children in all.) 
These daughters, Ellen, Sarah ( called Sally), and 
Lamira, seemed Lo have lived and died without leaving 
any rc.:on.l Evc11 au cs::wy of De Wilt 1111d the Scull fanli­
ly, whlleu by llav1d Scull Jr. htm::;cll iu lht: IU~O::i, men­
Liontd only two of his sisters. 

Alter a "stranger than t.-ulh" chance encounter with 
a descendent ol one ol lhcsc sisters, we were soon lo 
rcali:1.e that the absence of these daughters from the e,u­
ly written record o! the Scott family auct DeWitt was in­
deed a grave lllJUSllce. 

At first we decided that their exclusion was due lo Lile 
tact tl\ill they had not accompamo::d their pare11ls to 
Clinton County in 111:.1:l. We a:;::;umcct that by th.: talc 
llJOos. when histories of the DeWitt area were first wril­
tc,1, Ille f;imilles hall prol>atiiy l>t;corne dlsilssoclaled 
and that the historians and gc11eatogists ol the period 
.were unaware of tlltir very existence. 

While it is true that no11e of Capl. Scott'::; (jaugllters 
are know11 to have ever lived in the DeW ill area, it b the 
next generation of the family in which Lile real mystery 
here begins to develop. 

£lien Scott, the elctesl of the daughters. married a 
man namcLI Perry, ap1rnre11lly even l.lefore tilt: Scott 
family moved to Ann Arbor from New York slate in 
1!125. They are thought to have lived in lhe area ucar 
lwmeo, t.Jut their son, Norman Peri'y. is be lieved ltl 
have lived in DeWitt. His wife, Alice Webster, ls 
spe.:ulaled to have been Ille Al ice who was a daughter of 
Parker Wel.>bt:r, owner of the lleW1lt Mills from llJ50 lo 
the late llJUOs. -

Sarah (Sally) Scott was married in 1027 to a prosperus 
Washtenaw County miller and farmer, llulus Knight. 
She died In June 11133, three months prior lo her parents' 
departure [or Clinton County. She left a husband ·and al 
least three young children: David, Harriet, and Sarah . 
Another son, Sylvester, died ln infancy. 

The youngest Scnlt. daughter, Lamlra · <sometimes • 
called Elmira), <lid nol accompany her parcnls to Clin­
lon County in Sep tember lUJ:l. Instead, she chose lo re­
main al Ann Arbor In the Knlghl household, lo l1clp In 
the raislnt;: of her !ale sisters cl1lldre11. She eventually 
manled Rufus Knight anct logeihcr they had two 
dau~hlers, Mary and E lecta . 

Rufus and Lam ira Knlghl bought substantial a mounts 
of property in the DeWitt area from vadous members of 
the Scoll family . By IIM2, they had accumulated close to 
200 acres In Olive and DeWitt Townships. 

David Knight, lhe son of Rufus and Sarah, is known to 
h11v,~ t11kr11 up rcsld1·nce on Lh.e nforcm<'ntioncll land by 
IOM and has been placed In lhe DeWllt area as early us 
11152 when he was married to Susan Phillips of l~agie 
Township, and 1853, when he became a charter member 
of the Clinton County Agrlcullural and Horticultural 
Society. 

He was regarded among the prosperus and well 
re~pcctcd tannnrs of Clinton County, being involved 
will! various social and political organizations. llis 
family retained a respected social position in the DeWill 
area for several generations, were friends und contem­
poraries of _their Scott cousins and were often mentioned 
in companionship wilh the Scotts In the "Laval 
Brevities" of the county newspaper. Yel, when il came 
lo recording lhe history of the· area and of lhe Scott 
family, they were unduly neglected. 

A team of avid geneaiogisls Is currently combing yet 
untapped sources to research the famHy a nd dcscen­
danls of David Knight. Their aim ls to set the record 
straight about the "forgotten family" of Capt. David 
and ~-:unice Scott. So. ii you yourself are a descenctcnt o( 
the Knight family which lonit ago lived In I.he northeast 
corner of DeWitt Township, these genealogists are look­
ing for you. 
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Local history from newspapers 

Historic DeWi'tt 
By Kenneth Coin 

Have you ever cleaned out a dresser drawer or 
blanket chest and found an old newspaper laid out In its 
bottom? It's yellowed and dirty but still it draws your 
attention. First of all, you probably looked at the dale to 
see just how long it's been since that drawer or chest has 
been cleaned properly . Then, as if by instinct, you start 
to read it. You look al the ads and laugh at the pre­
Inflation prices, check to see what movies were playing 
at the theaters, and if it is a local paper, you read the 
brevilies of, what was happening in town. All of this 
reminds you of how fast lime slips by. 

Newspapers seem to have a magical capability of tak­
,..,.---.,,_ ing us back into the past, simply through the use of the 

,, written word. And for the local past, nothing is more 
diverse and nostalgic than those infamous old "Local 
Brevities.'' 

T11e Clinton Express, Nov. 1\1, 185:.1: 
Miss Ann Cain would respectfully inform the ladies of 

DeWitt and vicinity, that she has just received a full 
assortment of Fashionable Bonnet Trimmings, and 
trusts she will be able to give satisfaction lo all who may 

~ · favor her with their patronage. 

,..........,__ 

Whereas my wife Eunice Ann has Jett by bed and 
board without cause or provocation, this is therefore to 
forbid all persons from harboring or trusting her on my 
account as l shall pay no debts of her contracting after 
this date, June 11, 1853. Alfred C. Russell . 

Married: In Olive on the 18 Inst., by Uziel R . Owen , 
Esq., Mr. Harvey WIicox to Miss Eliza C. Ennest, all of 
Olive. 

The DeWi tt Republican, July 9, 11156 : 
We have two daily lines of stages running from 

- . 

Jackson via Lansing and the other running to Owosso, 
the present terminus of the Detroit and Wilwaukee 
railroad, with_whicl1 it connects. 

T/Je Clil1to11 Republican, Mar. 4, 1864: 
The DeWitt Cornet Band, numbering about eight men, 

has enlisted in the company of Mounted Rifles now be­
Ing raised in this and adjoining countries and were 
mustered at Ovid on Tuesday. It is understood that they 
will serve as a Brigade Band. 

June :l4, 1864: 
Lucinda Hurd Topping d ied at her home in DeWitt on 

June 17. Mr. Wellings, a student in the office of Dr. Top­
ping w11s startled by shrieks proceed lug from the house . 
On looking out, he saw Mrs. Topping· in the yard 
enveloped in flames ... 

Mar. 4, lUlll: 
The pupils in fractional school district No. 10 Water­

town and DeWitt, reeenlly visite,1 a ''shadow catcher" 
at Lansing and were photographed in a group, standing 
in the street. · 

The St. Johns Manufacturing Company are building a 
fine farm house for E. Pennell near DeWitt Vlllage. 

The De Will News, Nov. 15, 18~4: 
Charles Bauerly is able to be about on crutches and is 

getting along as fast as could be expected. 
Chas. Webb. came home from St. Johns last week on 

account of the Small Pox there. 
Chas. Webb returned lo St. Johns the fore part of the 

week. 
A fire at Bath last Friday did some damage to ,1 

building belonging to Robert Christa. By quick response 
of the townsmen the fire was soon extinguished. 

Someone stuffed the ballot boxes with Republican 
tickets. The voters were the guilty parties and they are 
still at large. No arres ts made, 

Miss Gertie Gunnison closed a successful term of 
school al the Brnwn school house last Saturday. 

The patrons·of the school would have been pleased to 
keep her the coming winter but her hcaltll would not 
permit of her teaching through the winter season. 

•• 
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~?(Cerpts ot li unn1sonv111e n1s1ory 
~The, following are excerpts, taken from ~n essay of 

Qunnbonvllle history, Vf'.rinen by Alta.· (Gunnison) 
Pierce in 1939. The many sources for her work included 
published histories of Clinton County as well as 
numerous recollections from many pioneer families in­
cluding her own. 

"I believe my grandfather, Elihu Gunnison ( lll03· 
1877), was the first settler in what is now called Gun­
nisonville. He had come to Dixboro, Washtenaw County, 
from New llury, New Hampshire, his birthplace, about 
1829. He married my grandmother, Ruth Ann Pryer 
(1815-1895). there at Dixboro, March 11, 111:n, she having 
come to Michigan from Alexander, New York in 1!131. 

Sometime in lll35, Grandfather walked to Kalamazoo 
where the land oUicc was then situated, und took up two 
etgllllcs of lumi on section 111, OcWltt Town:,lup, rrn111 
th'e government. ln the fall of 1835, he came here and 
built a sliack on the place and in January lil36, he and 
Grandmother and Uncle Alfred Gunnison. lhen six mon­
ths old, came here to live ... Sometime later, in 1836, 
Grandfather took up two more eighties Just cast or the 
Whitney Bridge in what is now Victor Township and 
moved ... Grandmother never liked it there ... so they 

H-istoric DeWitt . 
By Kenneth Coln 

moved back ... 
"The early highways were only Indian trails and the 

most imporlant one was known as the C rand I liver trail, 
later called the Pontiac and Grand River road ... It was 
over this road that Grandpa and qrandma Gunnison 
came by ox·team and s led In January lll:16. They had to 
go lo DeWitt to cross the river then back to their cabin in 
lho w1lllurnc:,t.. Ile huct to murk trcci; to ~uidu hl111 on his 
way from DeWitL. 

There must have been a n Indian trail from Grand· 
father's toward Uug Hill for one of the traditional s tories 
in our family is about Grandfuther starting out for 
DcWlll over this trail with II large pail of eggs. He was 
astride a pony with only a blanket for a saddle and a 
rope across the pony's back ancl lied to make stirrups. 
Some noise or movement in the woods startled the pony 
and she jumped sideways, lhrowing Grandfather off 
and, unluckily, his knee landed in the pail of eggs and 
you can imagine the result. He had to return home, no 
trading eggs for provisions that day. 

''In the old days they called the hill north of the church 
'Bug Hill.' A man by the name of llugbee or Bugsby was 
killed there by a falling tree, hence the nickname. F'rorn 
the corners to the creelc east of Lee Dunham's home was 
culled '1'1g Lu11u' t.,ec11use Dill Moore h:t his hogs run in 
the ro<1d so much. From the creek on, to Cushman's cor­
ners, was culled 'Crow Ridge.' F'rom the pavemenl cor­
ner to lite Sam Smith hill was called 'Sauger Holler' and 
the haH-mile road to the south, lo past the Gregory 
place, wascallcd ·Badger Holler." 

"When the Civil War broke out there was no railroads 
into Lansing. The old 'Ram shorn· ( the Michigan Centrul 
R.R. l had been built from Owosso as far as Bath and 
there was where the soldiers had to entrain . When tne 
fir!;l contingel)t left Lansing, they marched soldiers 
north lo the C unnisonville corners then east to Hath, <1nd 
my father said the line reached from 'C ii' Cushman's 
place to where the Fred Angell house is now . 

''The Gunnisonville Band was organized in the spring 
of lfJ!J0_by George Moots, and John Henry Crcyls was the 
drum major ... About a ye<1r <1fter they were orgunized, 
u bund stand was built 011 the southwest corner of lite in­
tersection, just over the fence ;..nd about level with the 
lop in Mr. Kraus' field. Band concerts were given there 
every Saturday night during the su111 111er. 

•·1 haven't been able to find out iusl how 0 1· when the 
name ·Gunnison.ville' originated, but in the rc<.:orct I.look 
of the Sons of Temperance, I fOUll(I un<ter lh1: date of 
March 23, 18811 ... the word Gunn1i,;onville in quotation 
mark s. Also, we know that the post office was located at 
Gunnisonville as soon as Boyden Hubbard comµletcd 
his store and he was appointed Post Master . Some say -
that was in 1889 and others that it wa:s in lll\JO. Before 
and up to the time the church was dedicaL-ed anyway, it 
was known as Gunnison's Corne rs . Others who had the 
store ufter Mr. Hubbard were Herman Kraus, Ora. 
Henderson, Herman Keyes. lloberl llalJard, and Dan 
Benjamin up to 1912 when It closed . Tile post office was 
d isconti11ued in l!J0IJ and rural delivery was instituted . 
GunnisonvllJe was on route 5, Lan:,ing, and G .C. Allen 
was the first c<1rner . Nov. 1, J!JUU was the first tlay he 
cove1·ed the route. 

••] underst<1ntl that the first l>uggy in Gunnisonvillc 
was owned by M.ijor Olin. The f1rst lop-buggy was own­
ed by my grandfa ther, Elihu Gunnison. Tl1c first 
<1,utomoollc in U)e ~oruriµ~ity "':'as u Buie~. owne~ by 

-'lhomas Slamplly.• · .. , , , . , , , : · . .. - . , .. 
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Story of pioneer's ·t_rip to DeWitt 
On Aug. 25, 1877, at a basket picnic of the Clinton 

Counly Pioneer Socll:ty, Mrs. Oliva (Stowell) Baker 
read aloud a long essay Lo the crowd of pioneer 
families which had gathered on the Indian Green at 
DeWitt. Her oration included many of her own per­
sonal experiences, as well as a recounting of her fami• 
ly's arduous Journey from the state o( New York to 
the wllderness of Michigan territory. 

The following is an excerpt from her speech: 
"In May, lU36, we commenced the journey In com­

pany with two other families, neighbors, taking the 
wagon route through Canada, traveling with the heavy 
lumbering wagons used 41 years ago. We were 21 days 
days making U1e Journey to Ann Arbor, a11d of the 21, 
it rained 15. Our party numbered 17 persons, Including 
children of all ages. 

"We crossed the Niagara River at Lewiston, a few 
miles below the falls on a ferry propelled by horse 
power; and here commenced the hardships that only 
ended with years of toll and privations to those fathers 
and mothers. I remembe·r one day in particular of that 
Journey, child as I was, we traveled where the country 
was so fla t that the road was under water, except the 
br~sh and poles that had been -thrown In from time to 
time, thereby making it barely· passtble. As the heavy 
wheels of our wagons rolled and crushed along the 
catfish and others of the finny tr-lbe which wilh the 
high water, had floated up from the lakes and rivers, 
came to the surface, some torn and bleeding while 
~thers fled in terror to deeper water. 

"A lltlle further on, one of the horses tired out and 
laid down ln the harness; and soon after this trouble 
was removed, we reached what seemed an Impassible 
barrier. The road laid deep under water and a bridge 
was gone, having left not even a landmark by which a 
stranger might be guided. Bul here too, we found help 
In a time of need, as before. Several men were station­
ed n·ea'r, whose business It was to take the lines, know­
Ing the way to drive out Into the lake, reaching a safe 
landing. I remember that father preferred to keep the 
'Jines In hl!i own hands and follow lhe pilots for he said 
his horses knew his voice and would obey him best. It 
was water overhead and water underfoot. Even the 
god of day seemed wading in water, and at las t drop­
ped down in the west, out o'f sight into a watery bed. · 

''.I think the bright anticipations of the elders of our 
little band must have been somewhat dimmed by this 
tedious journey In a strange land, amongst s trange 
races and customs, knowing that the end must be 
stranger s~Ul. We carried our provisions with us, as 
was the custom, stopping at traveler's houses or inns 

, ... for the nights, obtaining lodgings and the privilege 
of selling our food upon theh· tables , and making our 
own lea and coffee, thereby dining upon many lux­
uries that we c ould not have found at hotels even In 
Canada at that time. At lusl we reached Windsor, tak­
ing the ferry for Detroit. At that time, as I remember, 
Detroit was a gloomy, muddy, French village. 

"A few miles more and we reached Ann Arbor, the 
place of our destination. That beautiful city of today 
wa~ but a small Inland village then, divided by a 
small belt of forest, and called upper and lower town; 
and_ where now stands the great h_alls of learning, I 
gathered the wild berries. We stayed lhrough the sum-

Historic DeWitt 
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mer. It was a very sickly season and we soon made 
the acquaintance ol him who called himself ·ague.' We 
did not like this stranger, but he proved to be one of 
the officious class we never can avoid . 

"Father finally decided to come to Clinton Counly 
and try the experiment of clearing oft a new farm. 
Having made the necessary arrangements he, in com­
pany with Capt. Lowry, a heavy land owner and 
speculator, and two hli-ed men, came on tor the pur­
pose of building a house upon a tract of wild land con­
taining 505 acres owned by said Lowry, situated four 
miles east of this vllluge (DeWitt), on Uie south bank 
of the Looking Glass River. 

"The house was finished, a task that did not require 
much mechanical skill, but a vast amount of palicnce 

•and perserverance. The body was laid up of rough 
logs, shakes for a roof, and not once board iu the 
whole construction. The chimney, built without jaws, 
was laid up of slicks in mud for mortar, and way up in 
the flue wus placed a cross pole to which a lug-pole 
was, attached and to the lug-pole was altached a chain 
where there hung several iron hooks resembling a 
long letler S upon which were hung the dinner pot or 
kettle. 

"When the work was thus far completed, father 
came back after us, and again we commenced lhe. 
journey westward on the seventh day of January 1837. 
We reached the house of our nearest neighbor to be, 
Welcome J . Partlow. The cordial welcome extended 
us that night by strangers made us fee l that we were 
not destitute of human sympaU1y, even in the 
wilderness. After a night's rest and a sumptous 
breakfast, we were carefully reloaded Into our sleigh 
for the last three mile:; of our protracted journey. lt 
was a cold morning - snow deep and no tracks. We 
were obliged to cross the river on the ice, for there 
were no bridges. The tee, µlways treacherous in the 
Looking Glass river owlng'to lhe numerous springs 
'along its banks, let one of our sleighs lhrough, doing 
little damage, however, except in frightening us, wel· 
Ung the salt and sugar, and ctrownlng the cnt and 
chickens. It was a short work to reach the house 
which was built on the river bank tor the convenience 
of water. 
· "After four years of toll, fulhcr lefl the farm with its 
90 acres of improved Jund, intending to go to ·Portland, 
but through th~ Influence of Capt. Scott he became a 
permanent resident of this village (DeWlltl ." 

Upon his removal to the vlllage of DeWitt, Dr. 
Stowell built an Impressive Creek revival style home 
at the northeast corner of Main and Franklin Streels, 
which In later years became the " Boston House" 
hotel. · 

Oliva married a young attorney, Joab Baker, and 
for many years they lived in the home now owned by 
Edwin Reed al 502 S. Bridge. 
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A special person 
(kcutilo11ully it 1:-._1111por­

lunl fur a communily lo 
take stock of lts human 
re::;ources and exclaim its 
gralilude for oulslanding 
contributions. In sorne in­
slances, this can lead to a 
very precariou::. predica­
ment, but for those 
re:;idenls who a1·e familiar 
wilh DeWitt areu huppcn­
ings for the past few 
decades will know that 
this community owe:; a 
great debt of gratitude to 
Arthur Newman. 

........ 

Arthur Newman 

n . 

Hl6 genuine concern, involvement and prcdklallle 
:mule have all helped to make lhb town u nicer, i.a{er 
place to live in. 

The communlly will have an opportunity to show lts 
app1·eciation to Art, on the occasion of his rntircmt:nt 
as Chief of the F'lrc Department, by allendlng an open 
house glvcn in his honor. The open house, sponsored 
by the city of DeWitt and the l;-lre Departmcnc, V:'lll be 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. ti, at the Memorial Building. 

Arthur F. Newman was born in Olive Townsllll), 
Nov. 22, lll22, U1c youngest son of Newton und Bernice 
(Pierce) Newman. He grew up in the DcWill areu anu 
graduated from DeWitt High School in the cla:;s of 
1941 . On Vulenllne':; Day of Lhe following year, he wa:; 
married in Lansing to Jean Hallerman, the dau1£hler 
ol Glenn "Dutch" iuiu Vetlah (.Sch1Cele) llallonua11. 

Art was employed tor a lime by tile Rosevale Pack­
Ing Co. until January t943, when he wai; called into the 
service of his country. Ile served In ihe :15th infantry 
<livlt,lou in tho European TlHHAlrc u111il Nov . 5, UM5. 
Upon his return tu tile slutei; und to ht:; home town, he 
wus u!-)polnted Po:;tma::.ter, a posltloo he held until his 
retirement ln 1~7ti . 

As an active member of the community, hi:. affilia­
tions and credits are numerous. He b a member of the 
DeWitt Lodge No. 272 F'&AM; u charter member of 
the DeWllt Lions Club; a member o! the former 
DcWill Businessmen'::. Association; the National 
Association of Postmaster:;, retired ; a fornwr DeWitt 
councilman; anti was a member of DeWill's Ch,uter 
Committee which activated DeWitl 's change 10 status 
In HJl.i5 from a village to a city . 

In 1941, Art joi11ed the OeWILl F ire Department unq, 
with exception ol lib absence durin~ World War II, 
tws remuined !aithlully active since. He has held the 
posilwn of chief, with the exception of one year, slnce 
1967. 

Nol to I.Je overlooked, Jean, too hus llceu very i.tClive 
In com111u111ly ulfalr:;. She is a 111cml>cr of lhc DcWlll 
Chapter No. :iO OES; has bticn chairwoman of the 
sctni-annual DeWitt Ulooctmolllle; and was lormei-ly 
active in area Scouts. She ls a l011gslu11di11g 1Hemocr 
of the Ladies Auxihary of the Fire Department anct 
has served well in ull offices of that organiwtion. ( Her 
father will be rcmemberetl by older residents as an 
active member of the DeWitt Fire Department tor 
Qver 50 yean,. ) 

Art and Jean twve made llleir home at 11:1 Dill sluca 
1946. -~'hey have one son, ilrent, who following a funll­
ly tradition, ls also with the l<'ire Departmenl. 

Do yourself and your community a favor I.Jy stopp­
ing in 4nd oftc.-ing a shake of the hu11d, a pal on lhe 
back, Hnd a sini;ere thank you to Art for a job well 
done, Oct. 6, at the Mcmoriul Uuil<.llug . 
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Poetry can be a source of histc;,ry 
Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coln 

Poetry Is not often thought of as a source tor local 
history, but now and again something comes along 
which, if not specifically but in a general sense, adds 
to our understandlng ot the attitudes and opinions of a 

· past lifestyle. 
The Cook fumlly of IU!cy towu:ihlp rc111uhtll u11l4uc 

among the area ploneen; It only for the fact that hun- • 
dreds ot their day to day corrcspondence11 have sur­
vived to the present day. The mujorlty ot the writings 
date from 1841 to the end ot the Civil War. The lellers 
themselves lend a great deal of Information as to the 
slate of affairs In the DeWitt area during that period. 
But also Included among the letters are a number of 
poems and song lyrics which are important In their 
own right. 

Handwriting comparisons have a ttributed most of 
these songs and poems to a brother and sister, Joseph 
and Abigail, children of Joseph and Charlotte (Her­
rick) Cook. Wh,ile handwriting alone cannot positively 
attribute authorship, the locul subject matter In the 
following three poems docs Indicate a lilrong posslbili· 
ty that at least these three were the works of the 
young Cooks. 

While letters are almost always written with the in­
tent of being read by anyone (as was the custom in 
those days to pass along letters from house to house 
within a neighborhood or sometimes, even reading 
them aloud at the post office) poems were often a 
private expression of one's true feelings, written 
without a sense of censorship or reprisal. 

Of the following, one was concerning a snooping, 
gossipy neighbor; one about the piousness of a local 
antl-liquw social or~anlzatlon; and the third, simply a 
short ditty about wasting money on drink. · 

"DeWitt, Clinton Co., Michigan" 
There ls a l odge of scaly-wags, that stile 
t/Jemselves the Sons, Of 1'tunperence they 

, make their brags, saying "We arc the 
temperate ones." But llieir works each day 
doth them betray, and plain it does 11ppear, 
That they ta)(e delight each Saturday 
11/ght,. WitlJ w/1iskey, rum and beer .. · 

Though they pretend they 11ever touch, 
nor taste one drJ11k of gin LJut oft' ll'tl think 
'11ey takt; to much, rum 811d brandy lllng. 
For its every week they all must meet, 
with their brandy, rum a1Jd beer, For its 
their delight each SatunJIJy night, all 
seasons of the year. 

Oh, how they sfrut and swell and blow, 
with their reg,1ilius on, Some sculy scamps 
there js we kJJOW, lhat tl1e1·e is ·ma11y a one, 
For each S1Jrurday night they all unite, 
with their whiskey, rum and beer. 0, its 
their qelig/Jt each Saturd11y 1JigiJt, 1111 
seas~ns of the year. 

A11d there ls a s1:ctio11 of Cndetts, th.ut 
wear tlie clqu/ 011 ~·quair, and Daulers too 
with pantaietts, that round lheir legs they 
wo11r. Thu 8011s c11c/J week 1111d Du11t11r.'i 
meet, each ull,en; clwnn:1 to :;JJbn:, 0, its 
their ddlght any sad of" 11Jght, all sem;o11s 
of t/1e year. 

"Tt1e Riley Buster" 
(Riley Township) 

There is a woman /JJ our town, she walks 
the streets tor pleasure, SJie puffs and 
blows out nil she k11ows, · and a little more 
for leisure. She walks the streets from 
house to house, ~e is alw;.1ys in a fluster, 
All the folks about tlie town call her llJe 
Riley Buster. 

Lo11g walks at night ls her delight, 
around her neighbor's dwellilig, And there 
she staid for two lo11g hours, to Jiear what 
t11ey were telling. 'Twas on a could and 
dreary night, I very well remember, As 
any night that ever blow'd, in frosty could 
December. When at my door I say a sight, 
whicl1 put me irJ a fluster, I struig /Jt-way 
caught JI in my arms, it was tiw Hiley 
Busler. Al first she tl'ied with oil her 
might, to free herself from this chJJie 
glare, I asked the cause of her being there, 
she answered quick, "To hear Moses 
swear/" 

" Calder';;" 
When old I had a for tune I thought /would 
ne'er be suak I spent it all to Cul(Jei-'s 1'he 
11lgJ1t that I got drw1k 

So early t11e next morning My head was 
rackt with pain My heart was IJJJed with 
sorrow So I Jaw'd at it al{ain. 

Now, while neither ot them even came close Lo being 
good spellers, and none of this Is the stuff that poet 
laureates are made of, Ulese, along with the others, do 
give u greut deal of insight into subjects not commonly 
found in local history records. 
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When the telephone came to city 

. ' 

l~~Ii{~~:1Ji~ i~~i~i:i;1li:tit: ... 
OPERATOR, l'D LIKE TO PLACE A CALL .. . to DeWitt. That became possible after these telephone 

lineman came and did their job. They are sl1own here they day they arrived_ at the main intersec tion in DeWill, 
in 1905. 

An item in the Lansing Journal, dated Aug. 3, 1905: 
"Work on the construction of a new telephone line 

from L,1nsj11g to De Witt was commenced today by the . 
Bell Telphone Company. An exchange, is to be put jrJ a 
general store jn that vill,1ge and a certabi number of 
free messages to Lansing will be aJJowed to each 
subscrjber. " 

The DeWitt area was originally serviced by the La­
ingsburg Telephone Company, a small operation, 
organized on June 23, 1903. Al the fln;t board meeting It 
was voted that the secretary-treasurer would receive an 
annual salary of $720. The president and vice-president 
were to receive no salary. 

In August, 1904, il was voted to increase the capitol 
stock of the company (originally set at $25,000) and to 
expend $2,245 (or new construction. It is believed that 
DeWitt received its first phone lines following tha t 
move. 

By 1906, Clayton C. Woodruff of DeWitt and F'.J. Glass 
of Bath were added to the board of directors. The com• 
pany itself, still based In Laingsburg, moved In that 
year from the "old laundry bulldln~" to the "old bakery 
bullding". 

Company records list the following DeWitt area 
stockholders from the years l!l05 lhru 1908: Clayton C. 
Woodruff, Mark T. Woodruff, Mary Sieb, Elmer E. 
La nkton, Frank Locher, Bryon S. Well, Mark Norris, 
Theodore Brya, George Scott, John Wetherell, J.B. 
Howe, Peter Halterman, Ambrose Smith and Eva 
Van.F'leet. 
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Clayton C. Woodruff served on the board of directors 
from l!J06 to ll.117, and It was by his suggestion that in 
l!l0!l the comµany purclrnscd the "German l!:xtu11sion 
Line" near DcW ltt, thus connecting another large rural 
section to the system. 

De Witt's first known telephone d irectory, published in 
1918, lists over 250 farms, 7!i town residences, and 32 
businesses and public buildings, all equipped with 
telephones. This directory also lucluctett a page of In­
structions on the proper way to speak Into a telephone. 

Dewitt's telephone service cha nged In 1908 from the 
Laingsburg Telephone Company to the Central 
Michigan Telephone Company. In 1930, this changed to 
the short-lived Michigan Home Telephone Company 
which gave way ln H),l! to the Michigan Assocla teJ 
Telephone Com pany. De Wilt has been servlced by Lile 
present General Telephone Company of Michigan s ince 
l!:152. 

Telephone offices (switchboard offices) in DeWitt 
hav1! been housed In the building al 121i W. Main ( now 
the Family Barber Shop ), the old Stowell house which 
stood at 203 1£. Main, anct Its present location on West 
Main. 
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Don't build 'em like they used to 

Whether or not you are a lover of old buildings, few 
can deny an appreciation for the manner or soundness 
with which they were constructed. 

Having lived in the same old house for nearly thirty 
years, I have seen almost lhe entire structure stripped 
of all exterior siding and interior plaster; leaving only 
the basic framework to beholo. It is a constant amaze­
ment to me that such a structure could be constructed at 
all wilhout the advantage of modern power tools. And 
whereas we are accustomed to working with easily· 
managable pine, the carpenters of old worked with 
hard, heavy timbers of oad and walnut. 

The first structures built in this area were, by neces:;l­
. ty, crude log structures. There were soon replaced as 
time and manpower allowed, by more substantial log 
structures. 

Although log construction was still In praclice up into 
the llltiO'a 111 rurul n.!flions. tho lnfroductlon ot the 
sawmill lo DeWitt In lll!lti oHered sawn lumber to area 
pioneers at a fairly early date. 

Even with sawn lumber available the use ot logs, in­
corporated with frame couslruct!on, remained a com­
mon building method for several decade:;. Small logs 
with flattened sides were often used as a cheaper and 
more readily avaUable source for floor joists, rafters, 
and ~casionally, wall studs. This pracllce remained 
common and practical tor rural areas up into the late 
1800's. · 

Large hand-hewn beams of dra,matic proportions, 
often measuring ten inches square and larger, remain­
ed a standard (opposed to mill-cut) and can easily be 
detected by_ the absence of vertical or circular saw 
marks and the presence of gouges and hack marks 
made by ax and adz. Such beams were usually 
re:;lricted to use beneath floor l~vel. The exception to 
this rule is found In rare early example ot ;,post and 
beam" construction. This m_ode of building, of which 
there are only a few examples left in this area, was 
usually limited to large s tructures and, In fact, remain­
ed a common method of barn building up Into this cen­
tury. 

A noticable trait of early building techniques in­
corporated with the use of s ill beams and girders, b the 
method of attaching the upright wall studs lo the sill 
beam with mortice and tenon joinl:i.The outward side of 
the beam would be notched vertically, two Inches wide 
and two lnche1:1 deep, to the full mcai;ure of the beum. 
This notch coulf then accomodale a compunlon proJec­
tlon fashioned from the end of each stud. If the stud used 
was a four by four (or larger}, commonly u:;ed for win­
dow aud door openings, the joints would be correspon-
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dlngly wider. 
A perfect example of this method is currently on 

display on the south outside wall of Mrs. Ely's Collec­
tables on N. Bridge street. Herc, the L _ :tom rows of 
siding hnve been removed exposing the original con­
struction of this 1!160's building as well as evidence of lts 
1940's remodeling. 

Ground level floor joists, whether of log or sawn 
timber, were likewise held in place using this method of 
notching the sill boam. 

In these eurly ycur::1, Urn u::1c o! sul.Jtloorln~ wu1, vir­
tually unheard ot. One layer of planks, usually of 
tongue-and-groove oak, was laid crosswise to the Joists. · 
These planks, often a full inch thick, ranged In widths 
from four to twelve Inches, sometimes wider. 

Random-width planking (also an Inch thick am .. 
seldom cut to square) was used for roof boards. These 
planks were nailed to the two by four ratters in an ap­
parent haphazard manner. They served a dual purpose 
as a base on which to nail shingles and as a stabilb:er tor 
the ratters. They were usually mill seconds, w1til tor 
finishing into flooring or other purposes, and were often . 
used without the use of any form of sheathing. 

As I stated earlier, I ,1m amazed by the ability of tile 
early carpenters but what I find even more amazing is 
the fact that my house has withstood its pust one hun­
dred and lhlrly years. Throughout !ls history lt has been 
cut open and patched back together by neurly every 
owner. Its Interior and exterior both has been added to 
and subtracted from time and time again. Once, it was 
even lifted up, put on rollers and dragged cross-lots. 
Yet, it remains strong and sound (I hope I J, a credit to 
the anonymous carpenters of the 1850's who constructed 
it. 
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Inside of homes is focus 
Last week we took a look at tile conslrucllon techni-

ques or early DeWitt buildings. Thi::; week, a look Inside Hi stor1·c DeW1" tt 
lo sec huw lhey WCl'C tlubltcd 011 lhe l11lerlor . 

As in most things, economics and owner prererence 
often dictated the manner in which a home's interior B K th C I 
was finished. Just like today, one's station In life: likes, Y enne O n 
dislikes, and ambition played an important art Qf deler-
mining the quality of one's dwelling. into the turn of the century .) 

The typical plank floors ( mentioned last week) were , Plastered walls, as stated earlier, were the most ex-
usually of oak or ash, though sometimes a less ex pen- pensive option for De Witt's pioneer homeowne1·s. Here, 
slve S('rtwood was used for second story flooring. These, , the lath had to be hand-split and the plastering process 
regardless of tile wood used, were rarely given any type · involved costly materials and much labor. Its ad­
o! paint or natural finish. Instead, praclicality deter- ·· vantages, however, far outwleghed the practice of using 
mined tllat the wood remain bare for regular scrubbings wood. 
with soap and water. Paint was costly and though Though sometimes painted, plastered walls were 
durable, could not withstand the harsh lye (wood ash) most often left naLural or had pigments added to the 
used in the making of soap. finishing coat to give the wall a soft tint of color. Early 

Carpeting in bed chambers and sitting rooms was letters and diaries also mention the apparently common 
more common than we might expect, even In the most practice of ''lime washing"; a retreshing yet less expen-
modest o{ homes. These rugs, u:;ually laid -.yull lo wall, slvc ultcruulivc lo p.ulnt. 
were locally made from wool rags (cotton was On a national scale; wallpaper was often recommend-
substituted in later years) woven into brightly striped ed by dome~tlc journ~lisls of the period as being a 
runners. The runners were then cut to length and sewn cheerful addition to a room and at less cost than paint. 
together to the desired width. Its early apearance in this loca le has not been 

Sometimes too, in the more affluent homes, a com- documented. To date, no mention of it has been found in 
mercially manufactured Ingrain carpet ml~ht be pro- the advertisements of local newspapers prior to the 
cured for the "best" parlor. The drawback of these, in Civil War; nor was wallpaper listed in the estate inven­
the minds of the settlers, were their lack of vibrant col- Lory of Geo. T. Clark's general store in New Albany 
ors; a big minus which caused many well-to-do pioneers (DeWitt), taken in 1850. Perhips DeWitt residents cook 
to remain faithful to the colorful "homemade" carpets. heed to the authors of the popular builder's guide of 11156 

Another durable floor covering, commonly used dur - (Village and Farm Cottages) which admonished the use 
ing this period, were painted "floorcloths", made of-a of wallpaper. as being "exorbent of inrectious matter, 
heavy canvas material. These had mucli the look of and soinetimes harbors vermin." And if that were not 
more modern oil cloth and sported either hand-painted enough, " ... accumulated layers of paste have 
geometric patterns or stencilled designs. Unlike the themselves become putrescent, breeding fatal 
wall-to-wall carpets, they were reduced to the Sile of disease." 
area ru~s and were often reserved (or eallng ureas, Although Clinton Counly'li forest abounded with seem-
although their use, especially In smaller sizes, could be lngly unlimited supplies of enormous walnut, cherry, 
applied lo any room of the house. butternut, chestnut, mai,le and oak trees (to name but a 

-Today we take plastered walls tor granted. But in the few of the cabinet maker's favorites), it was softwood, 
mid-19th century, especially in remote areas like of pine, poplar, birch or bass which was unamimously 
DeWitt, plaster was a luxury. Many were the pioneers used for interior trim. Woodwork, from the modest to 
who weathered the harsh Michigan winters with the the most elaborate, was almost always painted, which 
walls of their modest dwelling devoid of any wall cover- negated the need for better wood. The exception to this 
ing; only the wall studs and exterior siding to protect rule was 8talrcases. which were often constructed of 
them from the elements. In cases like this, us money or fine hardwoods. . .,, 
material allowed, the "walls" would be papered with The Greek revival style of architecture which remain- ·· 
· anything (newsapers, store paper, wallpaper, etc.) in ed popular in this a rea from the 1830's thru the l860's 
an effort to block drafts and give it a more pleasant ap- mandated that ornamentation ( including interior and 
pearance. exterior trim) be restrained to the confines of the an-

Wooden planks or tongue and groove lumber (often clent classic orders. In an attempt to accent the pure 
with a decorative planed bead) was commonly used In and honest simplicity of the style, woodwork was most 
modest homes as a substitute for costly plaster. It had often painted white or another light solid color. As in all 
Its advantages in this region in that It was not only aspects of society, however, tllere were deviates who, 
cheuper, but easier to install und re(Julred less upkeep . for personal Jlreference, chose to Imitate nature and ap-
lt also tended to hold up better than plaster when ap- ply the popular artistry of "graining" to their wood­
plied to p~rly heated or totally unt.ea ted rooms. Its work. Instead of using the abundant hardwoods at hand, 
drawbacks included its natural tendencies to shrink, . a professional grainer (usually an mnerant artist) 
crack, and emit sap. In some cases, these wooden walls , would be hired to ply his combli and feathers tor the 
(and ceilings) were painted but it was not uncommon layers of wet paint to. reproduce the fanciful graining 
for the wood to remain exposed without any form of found in natural wood. Even to the strict adherents of 
treatment. (In my own home, the wooden walls of tile the Greek revival style this technique was deemed 
second floor were left unpainted from U1e l850's to well suitable for use on lhe doors of their own residences. 
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Furnishings of settlers were few 
Using a small amount of detective work and a lot of 

common sense, it Is not dlfticuH to determine what an 
old house or building may have appeared like over a 
century ago. Original construction and decorative 
techniques, no matter how well hidden, can usually be 
discerned from more modern changes. But to determine 
bow and with what a house was furnished, now that's a 
different story. 

The first settlers of the DeWitt area, regardless of 
their means, were seldom able to bring with them much 
ln the line of household furnishings. Occasionally a 
small piece of practical furniture or perhaps an 
heirloom might be accomodated ln the wagon box for 
the long rough trip, but the settlers' first priority, if they 
were at all Intelligent, was that of survival. This meunt 
that food, tools, seed, and other provisions took top 
preference above frivolous things such as furnishings. 
Their initial crude shacks were usually loo small 
anyway to accomodate the humans, let alone any fur­
niture. 

When their llfe:.tylc:1:1 und living quarters could uc­
comodate It, furniture could be crufled I.Jy the pioneers 
themselves, purchased from one of the local cabinet­
makers, or shipped In by wagon from one of the distant 
markets such as Pontiac or Ann Arbor. This last option 
was prohibitively expensive and many pioneers pro· 
bably chose the middle option, the local cabinetmaker, 
as a source of plain yet sturdy (and surprisingly, often 
well crafted) furniture. 

But U1ls stlll does not answer the question of what the 
pioneers put in their houses. Few conventional sources 
give any account of the Interior possessions of the 
pioneers. Charlotte E. (Cook) Newman reported to her 
relatives by lettt;r in 1855 that her husband, Moses 
Newman, had what the settlers wunted: "Joseph, 
Moses and Riley are at work in the Cabinet Shop U1ls 
summer, Moses says he can fit you out with a set of 
household furniture In the course of a season, such as 
tables, chairs, stands, bedsteads, bureaus, lounges and 
wagon hubs If you like ..... " 

The best records of the contents of the pioneers homes 
are the rare estate Inventories which are found among 
the early probate court records. One of the most 
fascinating of these ls that taken in 1850 following the 
deaths of George and Jane Clark whose home still 
stands at 102 Webb St. The detailed account gives a cQm­
plete lh1lng of the entire !!lock of Mr. Clark's general 
stores, the one located In New Albany next to his home 
and the other at the Rochester Colony In Duplain 
Township. Though not as detailed as the store inven· 
torles, the account of U1e contents of the Clarks' home, 
the former "DeWitt Hotel, " offers us a unique glimpse 
lnto one o! De Witt's more attluent .early households as 
well as one of its first Inns. 

The inventory Is llsted here in lti; entirety, along with ! 
additional notes and explanations. 

"Household, Furniture & Provisions": 2 part. barrels 
Flour, $2.50; 2 jugs, 8 crocks, 1 churn, $1.50; l clothes 
bar, $.25; 8 tin pans at II', $.64; 2 crocks, dishes, S.50; 2 
washbowls and l coffee mill, $.25; 2 washtubs, $.50; 1 
brass kettle ( tea kettle), $2.00; 1 cooking stove and fur-
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nlture ( furnlture'slove equipment) $8.oo; 12 chairs, 
$3.00; l cradle, 1 clocjc, $1.75; I looking glass (mirror), 
$1.50; l washstand, 2 tables and curtai11s , $4,00; 1 half 
cott. (cotton) carpet and lot table crockery in cupboard, 
$2.50; l glass lamp and waterpail, $.37; 2 vases and 
glass lamps, $1.25; 2 ottomans (couches), 1 picture a11d 
l rug, $1.50; 7 cane bottom chairs, $:J.50; 1 large Bible, 
$1.00; 1 table, $2.00; l looking glass, $2.50; 1 watch. 
$:1.00; 1 carpet in front room, $7.50; 3 shades (window 
shades - yes, they had them even back then. J. $3.00; 9 
prs. sheets, $4.50; 11 prs. pillow cases at 9 ', $.\:19; 1 table 

. spread, $.50; 12 yards ca1·pet in front hall, $2.25; Stair 
carpet, $2.25; 1 bed ( bed'mattress), bedstead and bed• 
ding, $6.50; I dressing table, $1.50; 10 quilts und counlcr· 
panel! (cou11tcrpune'coverlct). $6.20; 1 crib, $:!..00; 3 
blankets, $1.15; l counterpane, $1.50; 2 new and 2 old 
table cloths, $2.00; 5 towels, $.38; 2 trunks, $2.50; 
Clothing of deceased, $10.00; 9 chairs and 1 dressing 
table $4.25; 1 light stand and red carpet $2.75; 2 beds, 
bedding and l bedstead $11.00; I looking glass and 5 jars 
( probably slop jars), $2.60; l bedstead and 6 chairs, 
$3.50; l crick ( ·1), 1 bed and 2 pillows, 55.00; I stove and 
pipe, $4 .00; 1 bed, bedding and bedstead, $6.50; l light 
stand, $1.00; 2 broken looking glasses, $.50; 2 broken 
looking glasses, $1.50; 11 chairs, $1.00; 10 window cur­
tins, $1.20; and 1 valance (possibly tor a testerbed), $.50. 
Total: $148.14. 

Although the Inventory does not speclty the relation• 
ship of the fur11tshlngs to the rooms they occupied, one 
can, without too much difficulty, imagine themselves 
following David Sturgis and Morris Allen (the ap­
prnlsers) as they go thrm-1gh the house. 

It is Interesting to note that there was an obvious lack 
of case furniture (chests of drawers, bureaus, elc.) that 
could account for the storage of even the basic linens, 
bedding and clothing that a re listed. The only items 
listed which could be considered for storage purposes 
are the two trunks (listed prior to "clothing of deceas­
ed" ) and the dish cupboard (which was probably a per­
manent fixture as It la only mentioned a1:1 a point of 
retereuce (" .. crockery ln cupboard">. 

On tile other hand, did you count the outrageous 
number of chairs listed? Don't bother counting, there 
are 45 listed, 26 of them listed wllllln the five bedrooms 
evident here. It ls posi;ible that a number ot them were 
situated within the large hallway or that there was an 
••a1,sembly room" of sorts located in the house which 
was used during the building's years as a hotel. 

Among the other notlcable absences here are the lack 
of books (only one, a Bible is listed), wall decorations 
(only one picture Is cited), silverware, lighting (only 
three lamps are listed tor a house ot thl!i size) or items 
of entertainment, all o! which we take for granted in our 
modern households. 
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t.iurial grounds yield ·local history 
In the early ye:irs or lkWilt , many ar ea homcst cuds 

◄'SI ahl lslH'd ltwlr 11w11 burial grounds, 1•spetl11lly In 
areas where nclghl>oriug homesteads wcrn bornlccl 
IORcthcr by social, famil y or rcll1c:lous tics. Of lhcsc, 
very little inforrnalto11 can !Jc gleaned eKcepl from scant 
family records or oral tradition. 

The following histories arc of a few known cemeteries 
which, cllh<•r puhllc or l)rlvatdy owned, nre 110w 
c1efunct and no longer exist In lhe visual sense although 
some or all of their original burials may st ill be lnlacl. 
The cemeteries m entioned here do nol by any means 
t'onstltute 11 complt>lc llst ns II Is unlikely lhut a com­
pl1!le listing or all former area graveyards will or could 
ever be compiled. 

Slmmorui Burial Site 

One burial Is known lo have been upon the homestead 
of Atwell and Llvona !Knapp) Simmons which was 
located on t he northwest cor11er o( Airport and Chad­
wick roads In Riley Township. This l)urlal was that of 
Mrs. Simmons' mother, Polly (lllnesl Knapp who died 
March 25, !R4B. ll was located on the west side of Airport 
Road, a short distance north of the corners. The onl y 
record or this site comes from a narrntive written muny 
years ago hy Mrs. Knapp's great-great-granddaughter, 
Agnes ( Pike) Steinhardt : 

"When I was stil l a child, I remember watching my 
father, Millard F. Pike , assisted by Im and Mark 
Knapµ, op<!n lhls grove nnd gather up the (ew rcmutns, 
only the skull and a rew other bones of this once acllve 
woman. These were pl;1ccl.l In a small wooden box, 
together with a few nails and screws, all thal remained 
of lhc colfin, and were Luken to the DeWitt cemetery 
where they were r,!lnlerret1 on the Atwell Simmons lot 
and llw to111l1storw w11;-; 1111rc again :,<•t 111 plan• ." 

It Is possil.Jlc lhal there were udclillonal hurl;tls ht•rc 
Including that of Sara {Simmons) .Sherman. who diet! 
August '>, IA'l!I. She was a sister lo At well Simmons, and 
her tombstone is now locale<! neKt lo that of Polly Knapp 
in the DcWil l Cemctery . 

Pearaall Cemetery 
The numerous graves or the Pearsall family In lots% 

and lOO of section £ in the neWill cemetery arc not 
original lo that cem etery, l>ut the place of lhelr origin 
has not yet lieen determined. 'i'ht, vast homesteads ol 
the Pearsall farnlly lay along the east side o( Turner 
llond and ran nearly Lile full distance Crom Webb Jloall 
to Clark Hoad. In light of the location of their homes, IL 
is entirely posslllle that their burials were origlnally 
made In the cemetery recorded by Alta (Gunnison) 
Pierce In l tt:15 as h.ivlng IJC<'n located at the lnlcr81:clio11 
o( U.S . 27 and Clark fload <then cullN I Livermon, Cor­
ll(ersl . This cnn somewhat h1• suhst1111l111ll'd by the !uct 
I.hut ul lensl three o/ ttwst! corner s were homcstcndcd 
by families, which like l he Pearsalls, were rounders or 
:.1t leasl very early members of De Will's pioneer Baµlisl 
church. This connccllon, although drcumslanlial, 
shoultl not be overlooked ns relt~lon, then ns now, wns 11 

great force In boncling together friends and families. 
It is also hiKhly possible that du1i to the lar1-:1• numher 

o( surviving stones, and the fact that they all hear th<! 
Pearsall name, th at this family like so many others, had 
their own private hurial ground localed so,ncwhere on 
their prop1•rly. 

The C.,octrich Cemetery 
( or Oitver Cemetery 

The Goodrleh cr.m;- 1,•ry , formerly loeal<~d one half 
mile south or Howe Road on the east side of Schavcy, is 
perhaps one of the best recorded of DeWitt's early 
cemeteries . Yet, tlcspllc its frequent mention in earl y 
township minutes, lhe rc remain many unanswered 
questions regarding Its origin and its subsequent aban­
<lonmcnt. 

Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

In 10•1:l, Franklin anti JHusha Oliver soil.I to the 
township ol DeWitt, lhelr ·•ouryal Ground" which was 
described as "commencing on the east line o( the rua<I 
thul crosses the Look ing Glass river near the house now 
occupied by Alanson Goodrich (Schuvey Hoadl ut the 
cast and west quarter sect ion line where It crosses said 
roud, 8 rods east, then 10 rods south then west Lo the 
road, then north ... onc hall acre." This Is, In !act, the 
same dcscrlpllon us shown on ClHly plat m·aps us l11e 
cemetery known us the "Goodrich" . 

The puzzle here comes !rorn the township records of 
IU'l5 where It was moved lo purchase land adjacent to 
the village cemetery '·the same size and shape o/ the 
burial ground 011 lhc farn1 previously ownecl by Franklin 
Oliver, deceased." As a result of lhls decision. addi­
tional land was purchased for I.he village cemetery from 
Ephriam Utley. 

Although tl r emained known · us the Goodrich 
cemetery for many years, there is no evidence of any llf 
that family having been buried ther e. This Is likwlse 
true or their predt!Cessors, the Olivers (of whom no 
graves have been documented l . There Is one large 
monument In lhc DeWitt cemetery for I.he Goodrich 
family , but whether It orlginally stool! In LIii! Ct'melcry 
which bore t11clr name Is unknown. 

No 111c11lion has been located in the township records 
to t11cticale In what year DeWitt lownslllp ab.indoned the 
Goodrlrh und 11rra111,:ccl fur Its r crnoval lo lhc •1ill11g,· II 
Is known that T heodore Schoewe (Inter chanRt·u lo 
Sd1aveyl acquired the fornwr Goo<.lrit.:h (arm frotn 
Thomas Parr In about IB7:, . It can he assunwd thal the 
cernelery was removed aflcr that date, for lhe only 
graves known lo have been removed were wtntcrred 
next to I.he Sctrnewe plot In the De Will Cemetery (ioL:-. 70 
nnd 117 o/ section Cl . Mention o( the Goodrich had also 
ceased in the township minutes by the mld -.l!JB0's. 

T he present Cl'lllclery l11 the c ity or DeWitt is lly fur 
one of the oldest ln ml<I-Mkhlgan and yt:l, lhc recorcts of 
!ls development ls vlrl ually nonexistent. Tile sexton's 
records, loo, arc very minimal, as they only dute bat,:k 
lo the early l!J30's, leaving nearly a c1mtury line! a vast 
nurnbcr of unmarked grave!; ur,accounte<l !or. It Is 
lhcrt'fon• tnportunt thal. the records o/ tl11•sl' l'flrly 
ohscure burial grounds IJ1~ researched In orclt)r to sup­
pl('llltlll 111ud1 of the losl lilstory of the Uc Wilt urcu. IL ls 
also important to nico1·ct, In terms of local history and 
genealogy, that mnny of the graves now In lhe 
cr.meterles ol D<>Will Township I OP WIit, Hurd and G1111-
11lsonvillcJ were orlgi11aly int.erred elsewhere, in Ille 
outlying areas of Df:WIII . 

Llvennore Corners Site 

As staled earlier, 11 cemetery of unknown origin or 
name was reporwd In an essuy by Alta (Gunnison) 
Picren In 19:IS . fl state,i br\(:{ly: ''There was on<'e u 
cemetery at Livermon: Corner, across from where 
[1_ ndley's O ii Slat Ion 1s now ... " 

Although she docs not specify on which of the four cor ­
ners this cemetery was localct.l, tile southeast corner 
can be 111.scounlcd as ll cuntnlncd the 193~ service statlc,11 
to which she referred. Perhaps some rcadt!r can hcl1,1 
supply more Information as lo the exlstcnct! of I.his 
former graveyard. 

/ 
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Historic DeWitt 
::· By Kenneth Coin came to the DeWitt area in the early years of its settle- ~:-~ David Olin Sr. · came to DeWitt a·t an early date, .· 

ment. Some stayed briefly before moving on, others re- ·;2· reportedly in 1837. Hi.s name is frequently mentioned in -
mained and eventually died here. Several became pro- :~ .,._: the early histories of this area but as he had a son by the 
minent settlers while others lived out an obscure life;· :· .. t same name it is nearly impossible to distinguish who is - 1o1ru•- &=- "

1
•· _--;;.~ '-~iw:-,..,,..r-~ 

their iormer military service unrecorded. · . -~ being credited. David Sr. is credited with building the : N .Y · He aoa his _family cam~ to DeWitt lil 1~7 and settl-
Unlike veterans of all later wars (with the exception • ·_ Baptist Meeting House on north Bridge street and one of . ed on the Lookmg Glass n ver , several miles upriver 

of the war with Mexico, 1846-48) veterans of the War of · the early schools at Gunnison's corners. He is also listed fr~m -the Scott settlement. _He was elcted Clinton coun-
1812 formed no local organizations. As a result, much of : among the early owners of De Witt's Clinton House ·· ty s firs~ Judge of Probate m 1839 and _afte~ards came 
the information of these men's milit.ary past bas been , . hotel. He died here on August 25 1857 at the age of 62 . · to the v!.llage of DeWitt where he built an unpresslve 
forgotten. Likewise, even many <>f the names have_ been ; t . ·and is buried in the DeWitt cemet~ry. · ' . ·. ·· - ( - . •. _ · · ~?me on the nort~east comer of Main and Franklin. He 
lost. - . - . ,.. Henry Chappell (also spelled Chappel) is believed to --. _Je~ here on Au~~st 25, 1857, at the age of 62 and was 

The following are some veterans of this war who have · :, have been an early settler south and west of DeWitt. He buried rn ~be DeWitt cemetery. 
a recorded association with early DeWitt. ' ·• died here on May 2:9,1861, at the age of 72 and was •. · ~ccor:drng_ to records ?f th~ Daugbte~~ of 1812, Porter 

Perhaps the most notable veteran of early DeWitt was ;:_, originally buried in the former Goodrich cemetery on ' : Briggs is said to ~ave lived m the De\\ itt area but this 
. its founder, Capt.-· David Scott. He was born in Lit- .::-:,2... Schavey road. His grave, along with several others, was . :::.: has not been conf1.rrned ?Y local records_. It is possible 

chfield, Conn., Nov. 1, 1779, and was reportedly a cap•··.- .-.. removed to the DeWitt cemetery at a later date. . . . · ~--' that he was ;.0 nnectd ~ 1th the later Bnggs family of 
tain in tbe 23rd U.S. Infantry: He married Eunice ,-..;,;'-' James Stickles, an early setUer of southern DeWitt >· _southern De\\ itt township. · -~;., _ 
Forbes of Shor-ebam, Vt.,'in 1801. They settled at DeWitt ·. ' township, died August 26, 1876, at the age or 79. He is'~ 
in 1833 and it was here that he died, May 7, 1851. He and : . said to have been buried in the Hurd cemetery beside ;: 
hiswifeare!;uriedintheDeWittcemetery. ~ hiswifeLucy. ' ', - , .. 

Col. Thomas Lee was born Dec, 20, 1774., in Hudson, _':, Daniel Ferguson Jr. (1794-1864) is believed to have 
N .Y. He came to DeWitt at a relatively early date but no come to the DeWitt settlement in 1834 along with his · : 
information concerning his tile here has been confirm- . . father, Daniel Sr. and several brothers. Most of this 
ed. His wife's maiden name was AsenaU-1 Winants and large family, includi..ng Daniel Jr., eventually settled in 
they had at least one son, George W. Lee. Col. Lee died · · Olive township near Muskrat Lake. Specific references 
at DeWitt, Dec. 2

1 
1852, and is buried in the . DeWitt_ to him are confusing due lo he and his father havi.ng the 

cemetery. ! - same name. He was probably bur ied in either the 
Barna Allen (also recored as Burma or Barney Allen) Alward or Merrihew cemeteries, thugh no connection to 

was born in Washington Co., N.Y., Nov. 12, 1786 (?). He either has been located. 
settled south and west of DeWitt L.'1 1837 and was among Dr. Hiram Stowell {whose ve!eran status has not yet 
the earliest members of the DeWitt Baptist Church in been firmly estabtisJied l was a native of Cayuga Co., 
1842. He died March 4., 1847, and is buried in the DeWitt , · - · · 
cemetery beside his wife, Betsey (Heath) Allen who : 
died in 1841. Their son George W. Allen became a pro mi- . , 
nent settler of section 19, this township. ' 

The torn bstone of Enos Si.lsbe in lhe DeWitt cemetery 
has been engraved (al a later date) "PVT. N.Y .. Militia, 
War of 1812." He died Nov. 7, 1845, at the age of 48. He is · 
bur ied with his wife, Abigail, and two daughters who., 
died at an early age. Other than these.facts, nothing fur. '. · 

: -· -· 
' f 
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~;·:it-;;···;,Ai~~-all -.;~~;.'id~a~d/d~ne, '~wttt;~·-hls~~:~fua~:J>; _·•. --~·-··-··,>._.:' . :. . ' . . . ! 
I
·-' -~-. :'.' simply a story of human experience, of the toll and ·,.. · · H • . t • ···· ·· D · .. w • tt · :.,. · ·. · · · 
~; ....._· ·\ pleasure, the affluence and deprivation, the disappoint: .: ,: ·. · D S Or IC . e . I 
. _; . ments and dreams, the ordinary and the unusual in the -

/ . . _ · · .lives of the people who worked Us ·fields, walked Its , .. · · 
:., : streets,anddweltln1tshomes: · , .·· :. , ., .· ., .:·eyKennethColn ·· 

. .. .. DeWitt has always been an ·ordinary-town· populated 

\ 

by ordinary people. A few became wealthy, most did .. , :. • . 
, not. Few of _those who lived here ever gained any sort of . : ed such a~lcles with a great deal of reservation for, 

. · lame beyond the local 'level; mostly they were known , . regardless of their accuracy, such articles are prone to 
. : , only to their neighbors and family. Their lives for the be clipped and saved and thus, in time, left uncorrected, 

. most part left little mark outside this community. becoq1e viewed as unsh_akable tacts of history. That . 
· . · . · may, In fact, be nothing more than a fanciful tale of 

. . It ls rather a simple matter to research the lives of assumption, riddled with error or misleading informa-
rlch or famous people. The impact of their lives on' · tlon. · 
history is usually well recorded and their per-sonal · . · . 
papers well preserved. This Is not so for the great ma- .- . · More often than not, these inaccuracies are born lnno-
jorlty of people who once lived ln DeWitt. Their ordinary cent enough; a simple explanation to a confusing ques-
bistory ls more difficult to discover. Few letters or tion or a vivid imagination combined with a fragmented 
diaries which have survived to the present are publicly memory. I once had someone go so far.as to demand 
available to tell us of the day to day .. experlence. of that I was totally'wrong about something I hact·wr!tten 
DeWitt's "ordinary people". Most often we today must of the Lansing to St. Johns railroad, the "Interurban", 
sift through second hand accounts like this column,' She based her !acts on a crystal-clear recollection of . 
written by novices like myself, 1n order to catch a gllmp•· riding the Interurban In her youth all the way nor th to 
se of life In DeY.,ltt's early years:. '. '. Ithaca. Now, l don't claim lo have a monopoly on 

Over a year igo,: when I was asked to compose · a · blstor:lcnl knowledge, but I do know that if she rode 
weekly column of DeWltt's past, it was with great reluc- :•4cars•J to Ithaca, it must have jumped the tr acks in St. 
lance that I accepted the ch~enge. I have always view- • Joh_ns and completed the journey on dirt roads. 

. . . ~- . ' . . . 
There _are basically two approaches to writing 

history-related articles for publication. One Is to enter- . 
taln the pu~lic by reviewing popular topics, the other is 
to educate U1e public with heretofore unknown Informa­
tion . . Being more motivated by the latter approach, I 
have sought over the past year to provide new topics as 
well as occasionally offering fresh insight into old 

.· themes. · 

1 , · I would like to thank all those who provided me with 
: assistance, offering to share with me (and eventually · 

the rest of you) their memories, photograph!!, and faml-
• ly papers. I would especially like to thank all of you who 
: . · wrote or phoned with your appreciation for my touching 
· on subjects or people that held 'a special place in your 

, _, memories. As the only source of compensation for my 

I 
. efforts, your expressions of gratitude made me feel 
amply compensated. 
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