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Historic DeWitt Chief Okemos 
By Kenneth Coin 

by KENNETH COIN ·. 
Special Writer 

Among the most well­
known Indians of the 
mid-Michigan region 
was Chief Okemos of the 
Chippewa .. Although he 
was a more familiar 
sight" to the early 
pioneers of the Lansing 
area, he reportedly 
favored the hunting 
grounds of the upper 
Looking Glass river 
valley to that of . the 
Grand. 

Ou December 5, ltl5U, 
Okcmos, along wilh the 
remnants of his once 
proud tribe of Chip­
pew a, were at a 
seasonal encampment 
several miles upriver 
from DeWitt (near 
where Chandler Road 
crosses the Looking 
Gl,iss) when the aged 
warrior took sick and 
died. His mourning 
tribesmen wrapped !1is 
body and placed it, 
along with his few other 
precious personal items 
which would be needed 
In the afterlife, upon u 
sled. i,~orming a proces­
sion, they began the 
long trip to the sacred 
burial grounds a t Pe­
Shimn~con < near · the 

. present city of­
Poruand) . 

Many histories and 
personal essay::; have 
been written of the 
death of Okemos and the 
procession that follow­
ed. Some differ in 

details but most agree 
on the basic format of 
the event. Judging from 
the numerous accounLs 
which survive to the 
pre::;ent it is obvious llwt 
the event, if not all the 
details, was unforget­
table for those who 
witnessed it. 

On the day following 
the chief's death the In­
dian procession came to 
the village of DeWitt. 1 

Here they purchased 
some additional items 
·for · t.hei.r beloved chief 
that l~e would need in his 
afterlife: tobacco, gun 
powder and bullets. One 
account al~o stutes that I 
they purchased u coHin. 
This was contrary to 
their usuul custom but is 
very possibly true tor 
many Indians had, by 
thls late date, taken to 
the practice of many 
" white" customs. It is 
also possible that this 
was thought of by his 
survivors as a final 
hQnor or tribute tQ their 
former leader . Their 
purchases transacted, 
U1~y ugain took up their 
trek down river towards 
Pe-Shimnecon. 

They stopped that 
night at Wacousta. It is 
rccordt:d lhal the sleigh 
which bore the body was 
k.cµt {or the night in the 
hotel livery barn. lt b 
not recorded where the 
Indians themselves 
rested. The next morn-

jng the ponies were 
again hitched to the sled 
and the final day of 
travel was resumed. 

At Pe-Shimnecon the 
mourning lndiaus were 
out of sight from the 
curious and watchful 
eyes o! the white set­
tlers and it ls here that 
the storiel:i, handed 
down from the early 
pioneers, ends. Un­
doubtedly a customary 
ritual was carried out 
by his tribe after which 
his remains were laid to 
rest in an unmarked 
grave in that sacred 
ground of his 
forefathers where the 
Looking Glass meets the 
Grand. 

In later year:; 
Okemo:;' grave was 
marked b1,1t not unlike 
his place ot death and 
place of birth, U1c exact 
location o/ his gravesite 
has been debated for 
decades. Perhaps it is 
fitting to the man, so 
much a legend to cen­
tral Michigan, that the 
exact dctuill:i of his We 
and death should re­
m a in shrouded in 
mystery. 

F o r a m o r e i n­
formali vc look at the 
life of Okemos, an ex­
cellent source i:; a smull 
booklet entitled "Chic! 
Okemos Qt the Chip­
pcw a" by Thelma C. 
Lamb, printed by the 
Friends of Historic 
Meridian in 1976. 
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Historic DeWitt: Obituaries of 
yesteryear By Kenneth Coin 

1 

Among the items that 
have gone the way of 
nickle · beer and buggy 
whips are those great 
obituaries of 
yesteryear. One would 
be hard-pressed to pin­
point exactly when they 
met their demise but 
upon comparison, 
obituaries of even 40 
yea rs ago show a mark­
ed change from those 
we have become ac­
customed to; the ab­
breviated, compact and 
to-the-point obituary of 
today. The "Golden 
Age" of the obituary ( if 
such a morbid subject 
can carry that title J was 
made obvious duri11g 
the turn of the past cen­
tury when local 
newspapers were rilled 
with bold-print banners 
proclaiming the deaths 
of countless "pioneers." 
ln those days practical­
ly anyone who lived past 
the age of 70 was 
deservedly or honorari­
ly given the Lille of 
"pioneer" with captions 
like '·Aged Pioneer Suc­
cumbs" or "Hites Given 
Sunday for Pioneer." 
My personal favorite is 
"Esteemed Pioneer 
Called Home." 

The manner in which 
these obituaries were 
composed, although by 
today's s tandards are 
ofte n vie wed a::; long­
winded if not altogether 

· humorous, acheived 
somewhat the status of 
a fine art. They were 
filled with praise and 
glorification in describ­
ing the deceased'::; for­
titude in conquering the 
rigors of pioneer life, 
and often approached 
deifying the dece ased 
for the manner in which 
they faced their death . 

Aside from all this, for 

modern-day historians 
and geneaologists, these 
oldtime obituaries more 
often supply informa­
tion and insight into lhe 
life of one departed 
which modern 
obituaries ignore or fail 
to contain. The 
necessary. criteria for a 
good oldfashion ed 

. obituary would include 
where and when the 
deceased was born, who 
his or her parents were, 
where the deceased liv­
ed as a child, education 
received (especially if it 
was limited to the coun­
try school followed by 
the school of hard 
knocks!, where and 
when: they muried ( and 
lo whom l, what ac­
corn pl is h men ts the y 
aLheiVt!d in their life, 
churches and social 
groups they were 
associated with, their 
selflessness lo the needy 
and friendliness to the 
frienclless, the ex act 
{even if embarassingl 
nature of their accident 
or fatal illness 
( especially the amount 
and duration of their 
suffering), the exact 
time and circumstances 
of their demise, date 
and place of the funeral, 
the minister's name and 
what hi::; sermon con­
tained, who sang and 
what was sung, an ex­
haustive list of st:r­
vivors, all pall bearers, 
the numerous friends 
and relatives from out 
of tow II who ulle ntlcd, a 
description of the floral 
tributes, and often, a 
melancholy piece of 
poetry . 

The following 
obituary exhibits most 
of these criteria: 
MARTHA A 

WINSLOW TAYLOR. 

Martha Amelia 
Winslow,- eldest of three 
children of Wellington 
and Dolla Winslow, was 
born at West Bloom­
field, Oakland County, 
Michigan, on December 
15, 1845, and departed 
this life at her hor:-.o in 
DeWitt, J anuar) ' 13, 
1924, aged 7U years and 
:i9 days. Her father 
passed away when she 
was a small child and 
her two little brothers 
passed away at a te nder 
age and her mother 
passed away in May, 
l!l75. 

On December lG, ltlG~ 
she was united in mar­
raigc to Albert Taylor of 
New Hudson, Michigan. 
On Feb. 22, 1871 Mr. and 
Mrs. Taylor moved 
from Oukland County to 
Uicir farm on section lll , 
Olive Township where 
she experienced all the 
hardships of pioneer 
life. To this union five 
children · were born, 
Rollin, Berl, Nellie, Net­
tie and Belle, whO grew 
to womanhood and 
manhood and all ueing 
present during her last 
illnef s. 

Mrs. Taylor was a 
very capable nurse and 
went far and near ad­
ministering to those who 
were sick. He r one 
sublime taith was lo do 
all stle could for tho:;;e 
who were in distress. In 
her younger days she 
took a very active in­
terest in the church, 
Sull(lay School amt Aid 
Society of her respec­
tive community. Mrs. 
Taylor was .a member of 
the Cl In ton County 
Pioneer Society . 

Mrs. Taylor had been 
in ill health for several 
years but in her last il­
lness was only confined 

to her bed two weeks. 
Besides her aged hus­

band, she is survived by 
two sous, Hollin of Olive 
and Bert of DeWitt; 
three daughters, Mrs. 
frunk Norrls uf Ollve, 
Mrs. - Will Brinkerho{f 
and Mrs . Roy Gage of 
Lansing; two 
daughters-in-law,· Mrs. 
Rollin Taylor and Mrs. 
Bert Taylor; eight 
grandchildren and three 
great-gr and children 
and many friends. 

The funeral was held 
at the Baptist church 
Wednesday, January 16, 
Rev. G.S. Northrup of 
St. Johns offic iated . 
Mrs. Grnce Coon sang 
Lhree numbers. Mrs. 
M e r I e K r a a s a c­
companied at the piano. 

The pall bearer ::; were 
Wm. Cole, Byron Bli2-
rnnl, Wm. Phillips, 
Willis McLouth, Jerome 
Dills and Frank Hurd. 
Interment was made in 
the DeWitt cemetery . 
The many beautiful 
floral offerings from the 
neighbors and friends 
from away testified to 
the true worth of the 
long and U!>eful life that 
Mrs. Taylor had lived. 

Relatives and frientls 
from a\V~Y Lo attend the 
funeral were, Lyman 
and Dav1d Taylor of 
New Hudson, Mr. and 
Mrs. F'loyct Taylor of 
Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Gillett of St. 
Johns, Mr. and Mrs. 
Perry Gillett of Bengal 
aud friends, Mr. arid 
Mrs. Lutz of East Lans­
ing, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Smith and Mr. and Mn;. 
Charles Decke of Lans­
ing. 

''Esteemed pioneer called home'' 
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Historic De Witt Mark Woodbury 
somewhat a rover. He 
left DeWitt for Northern 
Michigan and New York 
State. 

By Kenneth Coin Pike In 1855 there occurred 
a series of religous 

Mark Woodbury Pike 
was born in Rutland, 
Vermont, Sept. 9, 1799. 
Notning is known of his 
early years but family 
histories relate that he 
was raised by Ephraim 
H. Utley. In 1818 Mark 
was married to Nancy 
Alta Cook (born Nov. 20, 
1797 in ·Vermont ) a 
daughter of Elisha and 
Abigail (Williams) 
Cook . The mother, 
Abigail, was a direct 
descendant ·ot Roger 
Williams, founder of 
Pro v idence, R hode 
Island. 

The Pike family re­
mained in Vermont until 
about 1824 when they 
moved west to Belmont, 
New York where they 
remained for nearly fif­
teen years. 

In 1839 the ever in-

creasing Pike family 
came to the wilderness 
of DeWitt and made a 
settlement along what is 
now Norris road. They 
erected a log shanty 
which was soon replac­
ed by a more substantial 

·Jog ·1ome. This second 
log home provided the 
Pikes and several other 
pioneer families with 
shelter and was not torn 
down until about 1915. 

The Utley family, 
wlth whom Mark Pike 
was connected earlier in 
life, had already settled 
at DeWitt and many 
members of Nancy 
Pike'siamiJy, including 
her brother, Joseph 
Cook, were soon to 
follow. _ 

Mark and Nancy had 
eight children, four of 
whom died at relatively 

. revivals in the DeWitt 
young ages. Of the area, called "protracted 
·eight: Mark Woodbury, Meetings." . According 
Jr. remained at Bel- to local and family 
mont, New York - sources Mark W. Pike 
(although some ~f his became' obsessed -witb 
descendants later l ived the fervor of the revival. 
in DeWitt); Jam1cs A letter written that 
Green came to DeWitt year .by bis nephew, 
in 1849 with his young A rn o r i B . C o o k , 
family but died in 1_864 declares, "There has 
leaving his seven been a great revival in 
children orphans; Nan- this neighborhood and I 
cy "Alta" married pray that it may do 
David Scott , Jr., son of good. Uncle Pike is 
DeWitt' s found er; clear carried away with 
Elisha Cook followed his .it. · He:1eels good now, I 
_Scott family nephews to tell you." 
the wilds of Cheboygan A .g n e s P i k e 
County in the HIBO's; Steinhardt, a . great­
Enoch died young; granddaughter of Mark. 
Joseph W. and William w. Pike wrote early in 
R. both followed the this century that he, 
dream of the California "for ·some time went 
gold rush but each died about the country, call­
within a few years; ing at school houses, 
Jacob Sidney (the .asking to be allowed to 
y -0 u n g e s t ) · w a s preach. He was never 

-) 
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refused as nearly all the 
teachers. were afraid of 
him. He would also 
stand on a knoll between 
the house and barn, 
gaze directly at the sun, 
and preach . his ser­
mons.'' 

Nancy (Cook) Pike 
died April 10, 1864 and 

Mark afterward livec 
with his daughter anc 
son-in-law, David anc 
Alta Scott, in the villag1 
of DeWitt. Here he died 
April 12, 1869. Both bi 
and his wife, as well a: 
mo-st of their family, lit 
buried in the DeWit 
cemetery. 
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Historic DeWitt Downtown 
DeWitt 

1885 By Kenneth Coin 

The Michigan G azet­
teer of 1885 lists the 
following persons and 
partnership names 
among the bu.sinesses 
active in DeWitt for that 
time: 

Jotham AYerill, 
shoemaker. (His 
residence was at the 
north west corner of 
Bridge and Dill J. 

Dr. Ambrose T . 
Bates, physiciC-!l. (His 
residence and office 
were contained within 
the rambling old DeWitt 
House hotel on the 
southeast corner of 
Brldgeand 
Washington}. 

·N.A. Benner, 
r estaurateur. 

Carpenter and 
Walker, masons. 

Arthur Cattermold, 
wagonmaker. 

S.L. Fancher, painter . 
Hudson Gillett, 

carpenter. 
Samuel Hall, wagon­

rnaker. (His residence, 
and perhaps his shop, 
was located in the 
vicinity of Dill and 
Locust). 

Henry C. Harl, 
carpenter. ( He and his 
wife, Maria, herself a 

·dressmaker, Jived in the 
older portion of the 
house now at the 

southeast corner of 
Bridge and Clinton). 

Horace S. Holmes, 
lumber manufacturer. 
(The Holmes' family 
farm and sawmill were 
on Norris road, nor th of 
Main). 

David Huffman, stone 
mason. (His residence 
was on the northeast 
corner of Franklin and 
Clinton). 

John E. Jayne, drug 
and grocery store 
owner. (Localed west of 
the northwest corner of 
Bridge and Main) . 

Albert Lott, wagon­
maker. (His residence 
was on the former Clin· 

ton County Jail on East 
Washington Street and 
his wagon shop was on 
the northeast corner of 
Main and Scott). 

Willis McLouth, 
general store. 

May and Son, meat 
market. 

Richmond Merritt, 
foundry owner. (This 
foundry was located for 
a time on the southwest 
corner of Jefferson and 
Bridge). 

W .L. Osgood and 
Sons. flour mill . (This 
was the large mill 
located on the millpond 
east of Locust, between 
Webb and Dill). 

Edward Pilbeam, 
blacksmith. (Probably 
located on or near the 
northeast corner of 
Bridge and 
Washington). 

Wm. M. Po tte r, 
·Jumber manufacturer. 
(This sawmill is believ­
ed to have been located 
-in the neighborhood of 
Main and Wilson). 

Dr . Richard Sim­
mons, physician. (At 
this early date he rented 
a home and office at an 
unknown location. The 
1880 census places him 
in the neighborhood of 
Jefferson and 
Franklin). 

Norman J. Stewart, 
painter . (H is residence 
was possibly the nor­
theast corner ·of 
Madison and Market ). 

William Terbush, 
blacksmith. 

Dr. George W. Topp­
ing, physic ian and drug­
gist. (His spacious home 
was at 214 W. Main, the 
doctor 's office was at 

,,--

) 

206 W . Main--now 
located at 109 N. Scott-­
and the drug store was 
then a portion of the 
home now at 202 W. 
Main) . · 

Dey VanFleet, hotel 
pr op rietor . (He is 
believed lo have been 
manager of the Clinton 
House in 1885). • · 

E.F. Walker, 
carpenter. 
. Edwin D . Williams, 

carpenter. 
O.A . Williams, meat 

market owner. 
George William and 

John Tout, blacksmiths. 

Addison A. Woodruff, 
owner of the general 
store . (Located at the 
northwest corner of 
Bridge and Main). 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

Grand Army of the Hepublic, {jeorgc W. Anderson, 
Post No. 5U. 

The following is the DeWitt post's. applical1on for 
charter : · 

De Will, Clinton County, Mich., April 10, 111112. 
To: Lic11crnl ll.ll. l'1crcc, Ucµurlwcnt ol Commcn.:c, 

Commanding Department ol Michigan. 
Dear Sir: 
We the undersigned hOnorably discharged Soldier:; 

and Sailors of the Army and Navy of the United Slates, 
having served between the 12th day of April, 11161 and 
the 9th day of April, 1865, in the war tor the :;uppresion of 
the Rebellion, and elit::ible lo membership in the Grand 
Army of the Republic at DeWitt, Cll.uton County, 
Michigan to be know as Geo. W. Ander:;on Post No._-, 
Department of Michigan, and request that a Charter 

, and necessary supplies be furnished tor the same. 
Enclosed find Thirteen Dollar~. Charter fee. 

N.J. Steward, Aug. 19, 1862, C, 157th N.Y.S. Vol. Int.; 
E.H. Bedell, E, 23rd Mich. lnfly.; Marion Case, E, 6th 
Mich. Cavalry; Nathaniel Ulacl<, I, 2-lth Mich. lnfty.; 
Jacob Guisenhofer, G, ltith Mich. lnfty.; Sil<iS Newman, 
H, 2nd Mich. Cavalry; Theodore Steinhart, n JQ, 16th 
Mich. lnfly.; Edward Hewitt, E, 3rd Mlch. Cavalry; 
John Morgan, 14th Mich. lnfly.; Albert Lott, H, 27th 
Mich. Infly.; James Ledyard; Charle:, 0 . Cowen; Henry 
Moots; Wm. W. Shay, J, 7th New Jersey lnfty.; Peter 
Blood, E, 8th Mich. lnHy.; Charles W. Walker, H, 20th 
New Yori, Cavalry; Geoq~e Huwe; James Hath, D, 6th 
Mich . Cavalry; Jo::.eph Bushery; James A. Newman; 
Joseph Norris, H, llllh N.Y. Infly.; Orleans Smith, 
Aug. 14th, '62, H, 11th Mich. lnfly.; Wm. Emery, Aug. 
1st, '62, A, 25th Mich. lnfly. ; Chas. Stickles, H, 24th 
Mich. lntty. 

The DeWitt post was organized on April 25; 11182. It 
was dedicated to a local man, Geort:e W. Anderson. He 
had enlisted for three year:; at the age ot 28 In Company 
E, 23rd Infantry, on Aug. 11, 11162 at Saginaw. He was 
taken prisoner at Cumberland Gap, Tenn. in December 
1863. He was held at Andersonville pnson in Georgia 
where he died of starvation on June 27, 11!64 . He was 
buried at the National Cemetery there, grave No. 25116. 
His former home in De Will was at the northeast corner 
of Madison and Franklin Streets. · 

At the charter meeting of the post the following 
members were pre:;ent to become charter members 
{April 25, 1882): N.J . Stewart, E .H. ~edell, Marlon 

Case, Nathaniel Black, Jacob G uisenholer, Charles W. 
Walker, Jt!rome Heath, James tlath, Theodore 
Steinhart, Ectward Hewitt, Albert Loll, W.W. Shuy, 
Albert Blood, Phinlas freeman and Milo Hewitt. 

During their first year the post met al the Clinton 
House but in ll!Hl they acquired the hall there they 
would continue to meet tor their remaining years. This 
hall, currcmly "Tommie's Piu.a," ls locatet.l at t2l W. 
Matn. Besides the regular rr1c.:etings which were held 
ulternate Saturday ni1:thls, the hull housed the Women's 
Relief Corps. and the Sons of Veterans, two auxUlary 
groups ot tile G.A.H. Unfortunately, the records from 
neither of these groups could be located lor research. 

The roster of post commanders Includes : N .J . 
Stewart 1Utl2, J .H. Spring ltltl4, Allen Dryer lllll5, N.J. 
Stewart 1Ull6, Edward H. Bedell l!!ll7, Edward Cast! l 81lll, 
Edmond Hewitt 1&19, John .Brink lll90, James Cortright 
11192, Allen Dryer 189:l, James Cortright 11194, Edward H. 
Bedell 1895, Edward Case 111!.16, Hiram Howell lll97, 
Henry P. Clark lllYil, George W. Stimpson lll99, Allen 
Dryer 1900, James Cortright 1901, George W. Stimpson 
190:.!, andJ .W. Baldwin HI04. 

Throughout its history, there were over 90 member:. 
of Post No. 58 and during its peak year of 11197, It had 55 
active members. Although the post was centered in 
DeWitt, the majority of n1embers were from surroun• 
ding tarms in the townships ol DeWitt, Olive, Riley, 
Watertown, Bath and Victor. Considering Urn; plus tile 
requirement for membership il Is easy to understand 
why the DeWitt _post came to an early demi:1c: . its 



members simply became too old and lived too tar away 
to conlinu~ active membersl1ip. Two kiters survive con­
cerning the final days of the George W. Anderson Post 
No. 58. 

De Will, Mich. Dec., 19011 
To: Comrade Fayette Wykoft. 

Deur Sir, 
I send by bearc $1.75 per capita lax on 14 members for 

term ending Dec . 31, 1!108. I also send charter &c. us at 
our last meeting hdd Dec. 26th, we as a post by 
unanimous vote decided to disband. Comrade H. Brink 
will explain the situation lo you. 

Yours in F.C.&L. 
L.W. Baldwin, ex. Commander 
DeWitt, Mich. Feb. 1, 1909 
Fayette Wyckof!, Asst. AdJt. General 
Lansing, Mich. 
Dear Comrade, 
Yours of the 2!1lh at hand. In reply would say we have 

not disbanded yet. We have had one meeting since l saw 
you, but not enouKh of the members out to do u11ythl11g . 
Every member was then notified by postal to meet the 
30th of January, and come lo a diclslon in the matter. 
The weather was such that no one came out. Our next 
meeting will be held February 13, no preventing Pro­
v lcJence. · 

Will let you know result of next meeling as soon as 
convenient. 

Yours ln F'.C.&L. 
Reuben Brink 
II spanned only a little over 25 years and yet, while in 

existance, the George W. Anderson Post flourished as . 
DeWlll's most visible symbol of Amcricl!n pride and 
unity during an era of yet unequaled patriotism. 

GRAND ARMY of lttu 
Republic members c:111 
got together for this 
photograph al one of 
their picnics , about 
1890. 
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Early cabinetmakers 
In its e:1rly years, DeWitt, 11ol unlike other pioneer 

communil1c:;, rd1cd lu:av1ly 011 its local ca rpcukr:; a ud 
cabine tma kers to furu1s 11 settlers with sturdy fur­
nishing:; for thei r huml.Jlc cabins, i.:otlaKCS, stores, u11d 
pullllc lluil<.Jin~s . 

For pratlica l purposes, early settlers were rarely 
able lo bring with them much in the line o f furniture un 
their long and difficult treks through the wildernc:;s lo 
the ir new homesteads . Small cargo space in must 
wagons limited the st.!lllt:r:; lo only a few precwus 
pwccs; most often blank.el .chests a11ct occasionally a 
c uplloard, table, or chair:;. The settlers's luilial fur­
n ishings in their new homes were u:rna lly crude stools, 
s lunds, shelves, aml beds teads, constructed IJy the set · 
tiers themselves from Cushioned logs or scraps of 
lumber. 

As their inco me increasect, as c abinetmakers came to 
the area, and as mill -cut lumber became readily 
availa t,lc, lllcsc crude furnishin~s were replaced Liy 
more soph1stlculed Items . The quality of the work done 
by ma11y of the early cabinetniukers was often of sur­
prisingly guod quality. 

Local softwood was ::.omctirncs used for cornmo11 
items intended to be painted or "trarned" (a form of ar­
t istic pai11ung 1nlc 11de<l lu imitate mure ex1>cnsive hard­
wood grain), l>ul for bdtcr furnishi11gs, luc.il walnut, 
maple, or cherry was preferred. 

The following information of confirmed cab111et­
makcrs ( the li:;ting i!; prol>alJly inconq,lelc J was 
gathered from numerous sources, but nia111ly lhc 
ledcral census r ecords, DeWitt township records, lux 
assessments, and stale galelcers (statcw1dc business 
directories, pul..llishcd througho ut the 19Lh ccnlury J. 

William Huggett, ai.:tivc aboul 11:150. 
David Croo.m, ,1clive at.Juul 11:150. 
John F'. McKeen, <-1ctive in the early ll\50s. His adver-

Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

LJsement in Utc Clintoll Exµn.:ss lt: J . IU5:ll rt.:ad:;: 
"Cabinet & Chair Maker; s hop ncur lhc OeW1tt M1lb." 

J ohn S,wds, acuvc d uru1g the tl:l•IUs. Iii:, shop w.i:, 
locuted near the mill complex on Prnric Creek . In l!H:I, 
he was pa11.I $10 by De Will Townshiµ fur crafluig a desk . 
in IU·III, Ile WJS paid $5 (or nwkmg a t,1blc for Lhc 
township clerk. 

Mou111011 Sprague, ac tive in the !ale l!l!iUs. The loc,1· 
lio11 of lus shop JS uuknuwu, but ht !> rcside11cc was al the 
suulhwt:sl corner of Uridgc and Wash ington. lie listed 
his occupations 1.1s cabiuetmal<cr, Jli1Wter , a11tJ ar· 
cllll eel. 

Willli.1111 Utley 1ur Wtlcy Utley "! J. active lfulll lhc 1111ct­
l b40s Ullltl 1.1Jle r l lltiO. li b i1Uvert1::.cm c11l 111 the Clwtu11 
J:.,' xpre:;:; (ca. lll~:IJ 1·eads : "Cauinct Mak,:r, MJ111S trcct 
... All ki11ds of C1.1bwel Work kept constantly on h a11ct . 
Sash, Ulrnds, Cult ms & c ., m a d e lo order." 

Addbiu11 A. Woo1fru{f. ac tive u,s a fun11lurc111aker> 
lhrough Ilic lll50S and into the c.irly llltiOS. l1 1 his c: i.l rly 
career, Ills shop is thougtit lO h a ve l,ccn locale d 111 N1:w 
Albiiny . ln litter y.:ars, it wus localed on the west side of 
the norlli Bridge Slreet ( now lhe Dance Hall 0;,iry >. H 1s 
residence was at lhe northeast corner of Main unl.i 
Logau. Heb bcllevcct lo have been Ill p a n 11crst, 1p wllh 
his brolhcr, Hiley J . Wuodrulf, fu r nrn11y yc ... rs . 

Hiley J . Woodruff, active lhruu~li the lt.!:>Us. ll is eu rly 
shop i:; hcllcvcd to hi.I vc been i11 N cw Alllany . lie 
possibly followed his l) rothcr AOd1son A. Wuuctrutr, tu 
the shop uu nurlll li ritlgc Street prior 10 lus \ IUh.:y' :;J 
n : rnoval lo St. Johns. His r esidence in OcWill was a t lhe 
uorlhwt:sl corner of Logan and Ma1 11. In 1U54, De Witt 
Township purch11!>cd a ''library case and table" from 
him al u prli.:c of lilU. 



Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

Old store. is 
still a part of 
DeWitt City 

It has long been assumed that Capt. David Scott, 
DeWitl's first pioneer, overstocked his private provi­
sions for resale to other early settlers and travelers and 
to some extent, the local Indians. But he has never been 
recorded in history as an actual merchant. 

The first store of record at the Scolt settlement was 
• located south of the river in New Albany. It was started 

Jn 183U by Milo H. Turner, an agent for George T. Clark, 
the owner and proprieler of that village. Originally, the 
store was housed In a log cabin, but within a few years 
Milo and his brother, Jesse F. Turner, constructed a 
larger, frame store building on Rochester Street (now 
Webb Street) direclly east of the DeWltt Hotel. It was 
not until 1840 that a store was established north of the 
river. 

About 1847, George T. Clark brought his family to New 
Albany and once established, he look personal control of 
his business interests. 

Both George and his wife, Jane, died within a few 
days of one another in 1849 and their large estate was 
probated. The following is a small portion of the detailed 
Inventory, taken by David Sturgis and Morris S. Allen, 
of the New Albany store. The complete inventory Is on 
file at the Clinton County Probate Court. 
7 Curry Combs (6' ea.) .. . ...... .... ... ............. . .... . , ... ........ 42' 
3 Bed Cords . .. .... .. . .. ..................................... , ...... . 41' 

March 4, 1985/ DeWitt-Bath Review-:.\ 

~~ ~.;:r~i:n:'~-R-~g-~::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::::::: '. :: ::::::::::: :: :ii/:; i 
72 Wroui;ht Nalls .. . .. . ... .. .. .• ........ •. . . , . , . . , . . , .. • .... . .... , .$7 .IIO · 
461lottlts Suspurllllt. .. . .... . ......... . ..... ........ . ... . . . .... .. . J30 .36 · 
J Toy Mugs/covers (9' ea.J . ... . ... . ...... • . . . .. . ... .. ...•.. • . .. . . . . . . l"I' 
:1 'l'uu aull ff, COUIIIHUI , . .. , , , , • , .•.. • , , ...• , .•. , . , . , , .. . .• • . .... .. . .. . '/'{)' 

1 'l'cu scl, Fluwlng lllue .. .... .... ..•. . . ..• ..... .. . .. .• .. •.. ..... .. . U .50 
25 Bil1e f'lates . ............... . ... ... .. • ......... . ..... . . . . .... . ... .. 78' . 
9 t:artht11 Duke Pu11~ (2' ea.) . ....... . .......... . .. . .. . .. . .... . .... . . . 18' 
2 Vlncl(urCru~t• (8' e11.J .. .. ... ... ... . .. . .. .. .. .... .. . .. .. .. ......... 16' 
I do• ll•rps .. ............. ....... ....... .. . . ..... .. .... ... . .. .... . .. ii• 
19 S null lloxos . . .. . ......... ....... ..... .. .. . ... . ..... .. .. .. . .. .... u .ou 
21! lbs. Beeawux U8"lb. J .. . .. . ........... .. .. . .. . .. . . . .... . ... . .. .. . ,s.o~ 
IJ 11.>s. Deerskin . .. .. .. ..... . ... .. • . ........ ... .. . . .. . . • . . ........ . $1.88 

;~b;i·t~%"~-~~-rn-::::: :: : : : : :: : : :: : : : : :: : : : : : :: :: :::::::: : :: :: : : : :'\~~ 
W lbs. '!'allow .. .......... ... ................ ... .... . .. . . .. .. ...... . J4.20 
20 lbs. Tobacco . .. .. . ......... •.. • ...........•. ...... . ............. 11 .25 
100 lbs. rags .. ..... . .... . ... .. • . . • ...... . .•..•. . . . . . ........ .. .. ... U .50 
I Jug, Cuslor OU . ............. . ...... .. .... . .... ... ... .... ........ .... w 
2,000 II. jllne lumber (7'11.l .............. ... . ... .. ... . . .. ... . . . .. . . . .. $1• 
6 silk Hags . ... ... .. . . . . ......... . . .. ..... . ...... . ... . . .... ..• ..... .$4 .50 
6 ltobHoy Plald shawls . ........ .. . ...... .............. ....... . .. .. . .. $8 
IUO straw und leghorn hals ... ... ..................... . .. ... ....... J58.UO 
2 Stoga Soots . ... .... ..... . ... . .... . ...... . .... . ...... , .. •. . ... ... . $3.50 3 Muskrat cups . .... ................ . . . . ... ... .. ...... , . .. ......... U.ll 
2ti Puln, Loa( 801111cl8 ( '/,' cu .J .. . .... ... . ... . ....... . ........ . .. .... . I J' 
U v~vcr funs(~• ea.) . ........... .. .. . ........... . ..... . ......... ..... 24' 
1 do,. 1111tllt cups . ... ............. • .. • ........... ... • . .. ... . .•. . .. .... 25' 
H tu per lumps .. . ...... . .......................................... . J2. IU 
7 cumllcstlcka (U• ea.) . . .... . . .. .. . . . . ........ , . .. ............ , .. . ... . 5ti' 
2 tunu,rus .. . .. .... . .... . .... . .... . •. ....• . ... . ... . . . . . ... . .... .... . . 75' 
16 cotton purusols . . ............... .. . . ........ . .................. . $2.50 
I roll, Whalcbone . ......... . .... .. .. . ..... .. .. .. .... . ..... . .......... 75' 

iti Ji11:u1~s : .. ~. -~. ~--~- -~ . . 
8 
. . '.. ~- . ~- . _<_ -~ - .

5 
.. '.. -~-.

8 
.. ·. _>_. ~- . '. .. · .. 
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26~ 

3 Best Fur H;.ts ......... .. . . .. . ... . .... . .. . ..... . .. ... .. ..... . .. ..... ,6 
Uhldcs ..... .. ..... . . .. ........ , .......... . .... .... . . ..... .. ..... JtJ.50 
4 silk mourning hnkls. . ... . ..... . . . ..•.... .•. ... . • . .. , ..... .. ..... .. . •z 
47 lbs. coll<:<: ... . .. .... . .... •. .•..•.. •. .. .. ........ . . . . •. . •. . . .... . $J.i9 
27 lbs. tea .. . ... .... . . ................. .. . . .... .... . . . ...... ...... $10.bO 
3candlemoulds (24'ell.) ... ... .. ... .... . . ... . .. . : . . . . . .. . . .•. .. .. .. $1.<li 
I lot Urtcruckers . . . ... ...... . . . ... . ............. . ... . ..... .. .... ... .IU' 
7 p11lr, skau,s . .. $1.40 

. The inventory included a large assort­
ment of apolhecary supplies and a vast array of yard 
goods and sewing suµplies. The stock from the store was 
purchased by local merchants located on the north side 
of the river at a much reduced rate. 

The store building was then purchased by Parker 
Webber, a former miller from the Waterloo J oint Stock 
Co. of Wacousla . It remains uncertain whether he 
resumed the retail outlet, but it is certain that by the 
early 1860s, Ile had converted the former sotre building 
into a private residence tor himself and his family. The 
same fate fell upon George Clark's old hotel and New 
Albany ceased to be a commercial competitor to the 
business section of DeWitt. 

The old store building is still standing at 110 E. Webb 
St., the home of Lynn Edin and family. 



Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

It has gone largely unrecorded, bul DeWitt, In Its 
early years, boasted u large assortment of bool and 
shoemakers. The federal census of 1850 lists 11 men In 
the shoemaking trade. 

Many worked as Independent craftsmen, plying 
1 their trade In small shops or within their homes. 

Others were employed In larger shops with several 
others of the sumc trade. 

The earliest recorded shoemaker In the DeWitt scl­
llenwnt was Gt."Orge 0. Wells who Is said to have 
establlsh-~d a shop here as early as 1036. 

The fir: t shoemakers of record In Riley Township 
were a father and son team, Joseph and George Cook, 
who came In 1842 lo the southern part of the township. 
George soon returned to New York state to set up a 
business In Livingston County. 

A contemporary In DeWitt, Andrew Jackson Be­
ment, wrote to George In 11M8 and n:porled the follow­
Ing commentary on the slate of shoemaking in DeWitt 
al the time: 

"( Nelson) Alport of Lyons bought Capt. Scott's big 
house (the Clinton House) and came on and started a 
shoe shop down ln that hole where (George 0.) Wells 
used to work ... Peck (a worker for Bement) got a lit­
tle scared because Alport was going to have two or 
three journeymen (so) he thought I would have lo give 
up the shop pretty soon. So, he lerL me and went to 
work for Alport, but he Is pretty sick of It these days. 
He didn't gel the cash every Saturday night as he did 
when he worked for me. There ls now four or five 
hands :,t woi·k In the salrl big shop . Alport has two 
journeymen that crack considerable on fine bools, but 
I don't think they ore anything extrn. lf you should 
take a notion to come (back), I think that you could 
sell all the fine boots amd womens boots and shoes 
th.it you could make. I should like first r ate lo have 
you come and Just burst them 011 a fine boot. Your 
boots would sell here before any others. I suppose you 
know it, if you don't, I do." 

The "'\I port Shop" referred to here was localed In 
the basement of the Clinton House at the southwest 
corner of :'vtain and Bridge streets and ls the largest 
shop recor.led In DeWitt. The federal census of lll50 
lists eight men working there. 

The following information of the confirmed 
shoemakers In DeWltt prior to 11170 Is hardly ex­
haustive, but It coes give some overall view of the 
known shoemakers of the an~a. 

Mortimer Alporl, n son or hotel nnd shoe shop 
owner, Nelson Alport, Is llsted among the workers In 
the "big shop" In 1850. 

Andrew J. Bement was one of the first In the area. 
He ls known lo have worked from the enrly 1810s 
through the lll70s. His shop was possll:Jly located adja­
cent to his home on 207 E. Main St. 

Tobias Foreman Is listed b('twccn the early 1840s 
and the mld-Ill60s but the location of his shop ls 
unknown. He was working al Al()Ort's shop in 1850. 

Jacob Fram,lsco operated a shop south of the river, 
about 1860. 

Malthe,'/ Huston, formerly of Shelburne, Vt., 
established a shop at an unknown location In DeWHt In 
l841l and continued through the early 1850s. (His 
daughter, Eliza, later married John Hicks of St. 
Johns). 

William Montgomery ls listed at Alport's shop ln 
1850. 

David Gould Is also listed there at the same time. 
Palmer Roberts started at a young age at the Alport 

shop (clrca 1850) and went on to establish his own 
shop, J>osslbly al or near his residence at the nor­
thwest corner of Main and Market streets, which he 
continued through the 11160s. 

Jonathan Sweet started in DeWitt as a shoemaker in 
the 1115Us, bul by lllti5 had become lht: town' s 
po::;tmaslcr, a posilion which he held unlll llllll . lib 
residence was at 113 E. Madison St. and hb post oUice 
(possibly the earlier site of his shop) was directly · 
west ol U1c Clinton House. 

Waller Love and George F'edewa are both listed as 
workmen al the Alporl shop in 1850. 

Zucheai; VanVolkcnburgh ls l}elleved to have worlrnd 
lor both Alport and Mutu1ew Huston during U1e late 
1040s uod early lll50s. 

George 0. Wells, U1c earliest lmown sho.:makcr l.n 
the L'Ounty, was working al the Alport shop in Hl~. but 
his earlier and later locations are unknown. In lll5.0 he 
was also the resident jailor &l Ule county jail on E. 
Washington St. 

Jonathan Averill, amont the last of the "old Umu" 
shoemakers of DeWitt, was a relulively late-comer. 
He Ii; first recorded in the late llitiOs and ls known to 
have worked U1rou~h the lll70s. The locutlon of his 
shop Is un!rnown, but was possiuly located at or near 
his bOme at U1c norU1wei;t corner of Brlctge and Dill 
street..-.. 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

The following essay was written by Agnes Pike 
Steinhardt, an early compiler of DeWitt area history 
and herself a Knapp family descendent. 

Samuel Knapp, youngest child of Samuel and Polly 
<Hines) Knapp, was born in Richmond Township, On­
tario Co., New York, April 12, 1810. 

Lydia Maracong, eldest child of Joseph and Polly 
(Bowers) Naracong, was born in Richmond Township, 
Ontario Co., New York, April 16, 1818. 

They were married by Olivet Adams, justice of the 
peace, at Honeoye, New York, Sept. 26, 1833. Soon after 
their marriage they came of Michigan to visit Samuel's 
sister, Lovina ... who had come to Michigan in 1832, 
locating in Washtenaw County. Samuel and Lydia 
returned to New York where they lived until the fali of 
1843 when, with five chiJdren, they again came to 
Michigan to make a home. They firs! settled in the town 
of Alias, Genesee county. · 

ln April 184.5, they came to Clinton County to the home 
of Samuel's sister, Lovina, who with her husband 
<Atwell Simmons ) and two chiJdren had emigrated 
from Washtenaw County ... in 1836. Samuel had pur­
chased 10 acres of land of bis brother-in-law, Atwell, 
located in section 30 of Olivet Township. Upon this_land 
be erected a log cabin. ln the fali of 1945, Samuel moved 
·his family into their new home . 

On May 3, J852, Samuel purchased 80 acres of land 
located in the southwest quarter of section 19 in Olivet 
Township of Levi Brown. He resold the old 10 acres to 
Al well Simmons a nd built a good-sized square house on 
the newly-acquired farm. This house was constructed of 
logs with a large firepiace where the cooking and baking 
were done in pioneer style. Later. a lean-to was added to 
the entire length of the east side of the house, making a 
kitchen and bedroom. (This homestead was loca ,ed at 
the present corner or Airport and Lehman roads) . 

-
) 

ln this home were born to Samuel and Lydia Knapp, 
two sons and a daughter making it a family of 11 
children . But, sooner or later heme ties must be broken . 

During the Civil War. John, at the age of 25, bade his 
parents, sisters, and brothers goodbye and went out ir, 
answer to his country's call, never to return . He died at 
Bowling Green, Ken ., in March of 1863. 

From this home too, three daughters were carried to 
their last resting place. Sarah died of paralysis in 
March of 1862. Polly met a sade fate . She rode to DeWitt 
with a friend whose name was George Cook of Gratiot 
County. While he attended some errand, Polly was left 
sitting in the carriage. The horses became frightened 
and ran. Not having a hold on the reins, Polly could do 
nothing. When at the fool of the grade north of town (in 
front of the Post Office on Bridge Street) she climbed 
O\'er the seal and jumped from the back of the carriage 
striking her head against a large stone. She died soon 
afterwards, Aug. 4, 1864, aged 19 ye2.rs. Seventeen days 
lat.er , Aug. 21 , Mary, who had been stricken with dip­
theria, passed away at'the age of nine years. 

In 1871 or ' 72 a new frame house replaced the log 
structure. The builder was John Madden. This house 
continued to be the home of Samuel and Lydia Knapp 
during the remainder of their lives. 

During the earliest years, this couple endured many 
hardships of pioneer life &nd experienced many of the 
j oys and sorrows which come lo those who bravely 
s trive to make a home and rear a family in a new land. 
Their declining years were quiet and peaceful , being 
cared for by their son, Ira and wife. who lived very_ near 
them . Samuel passed away in Dec. o! 1894, aged 84 
years. Lydia followed him 13 monLi"is later at lhe ag~ of 
78. All lhat was mortal of lhese noble pioneers was laid 
to rest in the DeWitt Cemetery beside their children who 
bad preceeded them. 

Agnes Steinhardt 
Jan. 24, 1938 

The family of Samuel and Lydia Knapp included: 
William Henry Harrison Knapp 0835-1931 ), Huldah Ann 
Knapp Goodell (1837-1923), John David Knapp 0838-
J863J, Joseph Barney Knapp os.;c ... 1927), S3muel Mark 
Knapp (1842-1922 ), Sarah Ann Kn2pp <J84i· 1862 , . Ira 
Monroe Knapp (]850-1924 J, George Washington Knapp 
0853-1938 ), Mary E'Jizabeth Knapp <1855-1 8641. and 
Ezra Frank Knapp <1858-1919 ). ----
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DeWitt capital city? 
A longstand ing legend of DeWill is tha t it was, for a 

brief time, the slate t:apita l of M ichignn. The story itself 
is false but it has il~ origtn in a very real and interesting 
(ace! of M it:h lga11 his! ory. 

The stale constitution of lll35 mandated that a perma­
nent site for the stale capital was to be dcciJed upon by 
1847. This issue brought about one ol the fiercest 
political battles In the history of the state. As the 
legislators ba ttled lhe issue, counlless towns and set­
llemenls all across the state vied for the chance lo push 
themselves Into the state limelight. 

The house began lhe debate and subsequently voted 
on the following sites, all o f which were defeated: Ma r­
shall , Jackson, Grand Blanc, Byron, Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, Dexter and Eaton Rapids. The setllemenl of 
Lyons at one point won by a vole of 30 to 28 bul that vote 
wa s later reversed. The house finall y passed the motion 
of the site of Lansing Township . It had been heavily pro­
moted by landowner James Seymour , who had promis­
ed not only land for governmental use, IJut also agreed 
Lo build temporary buildings which he ·would lnlurn 
lease lo the slate. 

Arter pass lng through the house, the bill was sent lo 
the senate where even more sites were considered and 
voled upon . Jackson, Marshall , Lyons, DeWitt, Ann Ar­
bor, Detroit, Caledonia Township (Shiu wassec County), 
Corunna, Flint, Lansing, Eaton Rapids, Ingham and Al· 
blon were all voled upon. Some, Including DeWitt, 
received majority voles but were later reversed. The 
senate, apparently tiring of the debate, finally approved 
the house bill designating Lansing as the new capital 
site tn Michigan. 

Although DeWitl 's hopes of becoming the capital site 
did not materialize il should be noted that it did very 
well among a very select group ol competitors; It lost by 
a vote of 9 to 12 and fared equal or better than the votes 
taken in Caledonia Township, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Cor­
unna, Flint, Lansing !fl r:;l vote>, Eaton Rapicts, Ingham 
and Albion. 

Monday. March_25. 1985 

An lnteresllng sidelight or this story comes In the rorm 
of an anqitue clock now owned by a lady in Kalamazoo 
County . It has been in her family (or many 1-(P-ncratiuns 
um! with It corncs the (amlly lore l11~1l 11 w 11~ won 1n h 
raffle during the mid-l!l'lOs by a member of lhe Kecucy 
famlly. The raffle, il ls said, was sponsored by a group 
of DeW itt cltl1.cns l o raise funds to lnt,by fo r n,~w 111·s 
selection ns the t:11p ltal t:lly. ll ls a very fancy cluck w1lh 
an equally fanciful tale.·But what more precious a s itl'm 
could be chosen Lo open the pot:ketbook~ of the cit izenry 
than a timepiece. Clot:ks, during this era, were sut:h a 
rarity In the D.t!Wlll i1rea th at the majority of settlers 
could tell lhe hour only by watd1lng the sunl igll l and 
shadow creep across their window ledge the hour~ tie Ing 
marked off by precisely plac<:d notcht:s . 

I recently ret:eived a group or photographs from the 
family of Dyle J. Linn which are to be donated to the 
Faye Hanson Public Library . Can anyone help ldenlify 
the men in these pictures? 

Wesley Linn, an old lime owner of a hardware store In 
DeWitt, ls pictured above between two unidentified 
men. Below, Mr. Linn is sealed al left with a mandolin, 
while the other gentleman is unknown The photograph 
of the two muslcltrns was taken by H.J. Newcomb, 11 

trnvcllnl( photographer who come lo OcWltl on u 
regular oasis ond set-up his tempornry studio ut the 
Clinton House. He was also an experienced outdoor 
photogropher ns many of his known pictures or the 
DeWitt areo will attest. Further lnformallon on this 
photographer and the ex lstance of his negallves ls also 
being sought. 
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By Kenneth Coin 

DeWitt's first public school (and the first in all of 
Clinton County) was localct1 at the Goodrich 
neighborhood, west of DeWitt. lt opentd in UJ3ti on ttie 
homestead of Alanson Goodrich, presumably in a log 
cabin. The exact location of the building has been lost, 
but it was on the north side of Howe Road near the in­
tersection of Sch a vey. 

During this early period, the Goodrich homestead 
was on the north side of Howe lload and compriseu 
much of the later JH.ir,e Henning Farm ( lhe house 
now owned by Erncsl Snetting at 31-10 W. Howe). This 
earlier homestead should not be confused with the 
more historically familiar Goodrich h0mesle,1d of 
later years, located on the south side of the Looking 
Glass River, east anct west of Schavey Road, wh'ich 
lul.cr gcncnillou:; would know u~ lilt; Thoodorc 
$choewe (later cha11ged to Schavcy) farm. 

In 18:.lti, there were few familie:s living at the actual 
Scott settlement which was lo become DeWitt and, 
when opened, the Good r ich School was mo,·e centrally 
located to the early residents of the area. Most of the 
early pioneers had chosen homesteads which lay lo 
the west of Scott' s : 

Among the ea rliest families living in the 
neigh_borhood of Alanson Goodrich were: Sylvester 
Scott, Fr a nklin Oliver, William W. Wel)b, £phriam H. 
Utley, and Chauncey Ferguson . 

This Goo(lrich School was formally listed as School 
District No. 1, but it is not known to have been limited 
lo a specific geographic area. In fact, il has been 
recorded that the school was open to any child "will­
ing" lo walk the distance. Some settlers living too far 
a distance, but determined to provide their children 
with the best education possible, arranged to have 
the ir children live with settlers closer to the school. 

As late as 1!147, Amori B. Cook of Riley Township 
mentioned in a letter lo his brother in New York that 
he was then living at the farm of William W. Webb 
and attending the Goodrich School. By the 11150s, most 
rural areas had been divided into school dislrie-ls and 
the Goodrich School, deemed to be at an impractical 
location, was eventually discontinued. 

The first ( and only recorded l teacher at the 
Goodrich School was Mi:ss Betsey Gooch who lived 
over five miles away in Watertown Township. Her 
parents, Benjamin and Lucy (Boynton) Gooch, had 
come to Clinton County the previous year. Several of 
Betsey's sisters are known to have been early 
teachers at other area schools and could possibly have 
also taught at the Goodrich. Betsey was later married 
to Dr. Seth P. Marvin, the first physician in Clinton 
County and later a prominent DeWitt citizen. 

No description of lhh, schoolhouse has survived, but 
it can be assumed that it was similar to the following 
description of the Simmons SchOol in Riley Township 
in 1850, recorded by Ella fl . Simmons. 

"This was built without boards or nails. Logs were 
fastened together with wooden pins. A shake roof was 
bound on with poles. The door ws made of an old dry­
goods box in which the goods were packed when mov­
ing to this place. The floor was of split Jogs with a 
space in front of the fireplace filled with clay for a 
hearth. A plank across one side formed a desk and 
some rude benches served as seats." 

William H.H. Knapp recorded of his experiences as 
a pupil in the first session of the Simmons School in 
11146. 

"The teacher (Miss Indiana WaltonJ had no 
timepiece, but took the time from the sun as it shone 
through a hole in the roof where there had been a 
stick chimney; the sun touching certain spots on the 
flo()r at a certain lime ." 
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. ·on March 12, 1839, the state Jeglslalurc passed an 
act organizing Clinton County. ll also designated 
DeWitt as the seat of government or "county site," as 
It was often termed by the early settlers. This 
designation orrered the Scott Settlement was a great 
advantage over the other settlements in the county for 
as the county seat, DeWitt was able to attract many 
lawyers, merchants, doctors, and craftsmen. 

An early concern of the county government was the 
crrrtlon or p11hllc hulldln1u1 lo 11ccomod11tc tho 
business of the government. Within a year, proposals 
were made for the building of a combination jall and 
jailor's residence and for an office building. Monies 
were appropriated and the building contracts were let 
with a completion dale set September or October of 
1841. 

The contracts were originally awarded lo William 
H . Utley, his bid being $439 for the office building and 
$1 ,078 for the jail and residence. The buildings were 
not completed by the specified time, however, and In 
March of 1842 the contracts were let to Seth P. Mar­
vin. The land for both building sites was given by 
Capt. David Scott. In an attempt to fortify DeWitt's 
claim to the county seat, the captain stipulated in the 
deeds that the land was to belong to the county only so 
long as the county seat remained In DeWitt. Further, 
that upon the removal of the county seat, the building 
were to be removed and the land to revert back to 
him self or his heirs. 

The jail (still located at 206 E. Washington) is a two­
story frame structure, originally of a ve rnacular 
Greek revival design. The house Itself was used as a 
residence for an official jailor (and family, as the case 
may be), while the jail cells were contained within the 
basement of the structure. The cells themselves were 
removed many years ago, bU:t it Is said that up until 
recent times there remained traces of their original 
position. . 

The county office building was given a more 
honored location, on the north side of the Pontiac­
Grand River Road (now East Main Street) centered 
on Capt. Scott's "publlck square." When he platted 
DeWitt In 1841, Capt. Scott set aside this block, bound­
ed by Main, Bridge, Jefferson, and Franklin streets, 
as a public square. The deed for this square remained 
in his name, however, so it was his to dispose of as he 
so chose. He did not dl:!ed over the entire square to the 
county, but only a small lot, barely large enough lo 
accomodate the proposed office building. 

The office building or "court house" as It was 
• generously referred to by the citizenry, was a one­

stor-y frame s tructure or Greek revival design, about 
30 feet wide and 18 feet deep. It sal aways back from 
t~e_street on a rather high incline. IL was origlnally 
d1v1ded Into two rooms (or so it has been recorded), 
each with Its seperate entrance behind an elevated 
porch. One of the rooms was occupied by the county 
clerk and register of deeds and the other by the coun­
ty treasurer and judge of probate. It had windows on 
all four sides for it was then the only structure on the 
square. 
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JAILHOUSE - This is the first Clinton County Jail, 
which wos built in 113'12 on a Wrishlngton Strof!t lot 
tlonated by Capt. David Scot I. 
corner of Washington and Ilridge and later at the Clin­
ton House. From 11147 to 1855, the schoolhouse on West 
Washington Street was rented. In 1855, the Clinton 
House was again employed and, in 1856, C.M. Der­
byshire rented space at an unidentified location. The 
old Baptist Church, currently Mrs. Ely's Collectables 
on North Bridge Street, was rented in 1857 and is now 
the only unofficial courthouse in DeWitt still standing. 

In 1857, the county seat was removed to a new town 
called St. Johns a nd DeWitl's heyday as the center of 
Clinton County affairs came quickly to an end. The of­
fice building was immectiately emptied, Lut the jail 
continued to serve its original use until 1862 when a 
suitable jaU in St. Johns was completed. 

Honoring Capt. Scott's provision in the original 
deeds lo the county properly at DeWitt, the jail and of­
fice buildings were transferred back lo the Scott fami­
ly, namely David Scott Jr. He sold the jail which was 
soon converted Into a private residence, but retained 
possession of the office building. This building soon 
became the township hall of DeWitt. David Scotl 
rented the building lo the township for the usual price 
of $1 per annum . This agreement remained in·effect 
untll 1895 when, after the death of Mr. Scott, the 
township decided to build a hall on adjoining properly. 

The old structure then fell into quick disrepair. The 
building, which had witnessed countless speeches, 
election returns, sherttr's sales, and the like, was torn 
down in 1925 by Glenn Cole to make room for the pre­
sent cement block building which now houses 
O'Shaughnessey Chevrolet's bocly shop. 

Jcaclllties for the county court, juries, and the Board 
of Supervlsers were rented throughout DeWilt's term 
as county seat. From 1839 lo 1847, space was rented 
from Capt. Scott, first al his building on the southeast ___ :___~=~----------_,;;;.... ______ ~--------------------------"-"'•~ 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

History of schools 
Many early histories agree that the first village 

school in DeWitt was established in 1840. These 
histories also claim or elude lo the fact that the first 
schoolhouse was built on the site of the present 
Fuerstenau Building on Washington Street. Several 
facts have recently come to light which contradict this 
old theory and thus, rewrite De Witt's school history. 

The full block on which the Fuerstenau School is 
located was designated for a school by Capl. David 
Scott's original plat of DeWitt in 1U41. This block, 
however, was not donated by lhe Scott family, but 
rather sold by them to the DeWitt School District In 
April 1847 for the sum of $75, seven years after the 
first school is said to have been established. 

An earlier land transaction was made between the 
Scott family and the DeWitt School District, dated 
1842, whereby a small lot < the east half of lot 374, 
block No. 48) on the west side of S. Bridge Street was 
purchased. This lot, currently vacant , is directly north 

· .of the old barn ( formerly the Coverdale cheese fac­
tory} in the 200 block of S. Bridge. 

This land record of 1842, while It does not establish 
where the first school was actually located, does in­
dicate that the earliest village schools were not built 
on Lhe same location as the present Fuerstenau 
Building. It might be assumed that the first village 
school followed the pattern of the early counlry 
schools in that it could have been located at various 
places wherever vacant space was available Lo be let 
or n;nted. 

The fate of the Bridge Street School site remains yet 
unknown. The school district retained ownership ot the 
property even after the "school block" was purchased 
in 1847 and the former site does not show up on the tax 
rolls until 1855, then being owned by Dr. Seth P. Mar­
vin. It has been suggested and indeed it is highly 
possible that this Bridge Street School ws the building 
which the village school district rented to Clinton 
County from l!W7 to 1855 for use as a courthouse 
rather than the Washington Street Scnool as has been 
assumed. 

It has also been suggested through oral tradition of 
older residents that this Bridge Street Building was 
later used as a private school: DeWitt is known to 
have had several prior to the days of " country nor­
mal." These private or "select schools'"' supplied 
education beyond the ei'ghth grade !!mil of the public 
schools and were actually open to boys and girls alike 
for a tuition. Some, like that of Mrs. Caroline Bement, 

DEWITT UNION SCHOOL was built in 1870, but 
burned down in 1936. It was located al me site ot the 
present Fuerstenau School on Washington Street. 

remained long-running institutions and others, mostly 
forgotten, were ralher short-lived. 

The schoolhouse which was built on Washington 
Street (circa UM?} was a wood frame structure of with 
no photographs or descriptions that can be located. H 
served the village until 1870 when a larger schoolhouse 
was erected in the center of the block. This was a two­
story brick. structure of Italianate design with a 
bracketed hip roof topped by an ornate bell tower. It 
was used until 1936 when it was gutted by fire. 
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BRIDGE VIEW - From the top of the Looking­
glass River Bridge, one could see the railroad tracks 
stretching toward the horizon. 

Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

July 22, 1901 was a historic day in DeWitt, f~r the 
first train ever arrived on the newly-constructed 
"Lansing, St. Johns & St. Louis Railroad." Although 
the original plan of connecting Lansing with St. Louis 
never materialized for nearly 30 years, this small 
electric railroad brought the modern age to the little 
hamlet of DeWitt. 

The day was to mark an important turning point In 
DeWitt's history and It appears that the town 
feverishly anticipated the change that was about to 
lake place. The fe11Uve occasion was recorded In the 
Clll1ton County Republican: 

"The long-looked-for day, in the annui1ls of DeWitt 
has at last dawned, and the first train of cars passed 
through the little village ... It was a 'Red Letter Day' 
in DeWitt history. The citizens welcomed the iron 
monster and Its freight, by ringing the bells In the 
church and schools until the air reverberated with the 
~ound. A llelegatlon decked lhe engine wlth brooms, 
flags, bu11tlng, and flowers. All were pleased lo bid 
them welcome." For nearly two years a steam 
locomotive was used on the line until electrical lines 
and generator plants could be completed. 

Dey Van Fleet (yes, Knight':i brotherl reconlcct the 
occa:;ion with these photographs which, though they 
are now fa ded with age, offer us a rare glimpse of the 
first days of the "interurban." The captions of the pic­
tures are Mr. Van Fleet's originals. 

A special thanks to Gerald Pike for sharln~ these 
views with us. They will, no doubt, bring back many 
special and happy memories to a large number of 
older residents who fondly remember ''the cars." 

\ .. 



Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

, , ~4~:; l '.• • . , . t ;; .,:,t/"1,:' . . . . 

' 

TERAANOVA'S in downtown DeWitt was once a 
ForJ dtiu l1mll1ip. Thii:. Is whul lh\:l building loolw d lik1~ 
in 1925 

THE INSIDE of the building was a showroom for 
"Pete" Griswold's Ford cars . 

Former dealership 
Most people remember Ternrnova's Thrift Way 

before it was enlarged and many will remember when it 
was ''Reed's." Some will recall when it was the Ford 
dealership, but probably few can remember back to 
when these photographs were taken. The year was Hl25 
and L.J. "Pete" Griswold nad just recent.ly purchased 
U1e Ford dealership in DeWitt. . 

DeWitl's first Ford agency was estalilished about l!:l l4 
by Dyle J . Linn tluring an era when DeWitt still retained 
an abundance of blacksmiths, harness makers, feed 
barns, and livery stables. Linn remained in business un­
til about W20 and was then succeeded by the µartnersriip 
of Pennell and Coverdale. '!'hey retained the partner­

. ship only a few years and sold out lo Edward S. LaNo-
blt:. 

LaNoble, a man more familiar to older Bath area 
residents, is responsible for constructing the present 
building at · the northeast corner ot Washington and 
Bridge streets. Although built mainly of block, much of 
the lumber used in the construction was cut locally and 
milled by Marc Cutler on his farm in Riley Township. 

In 1925, the agency was purchased by L.J. G r"iswold 
who built-up a fine reputation a,; a dealer of Ford 
automobiles and Fordson tractors. Ile, wiU1 his later 
partuer H.alph "Bill" Overholt, retained the dealership 
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FAMILIAR SIGHT?- This is the view looking north' 

on Bridge Street, ca. 1900. The rutted wagon path : 
pictured here might look strangely similar lo the cur­
rent Bridge Street while construction is underway. 

Roads remembered 
Have you seen what they're doing to Bridge Street? If 

you have, you may think, "what a mess." Yet, even In 
Its present condition It probably would have been con­
sidered a blessed thoroughfare, equal to our newest 
freeway, to the Hr st pioneers of Clinton County, 

In the 1830s, the roads ( If In fact they could fall under 
the category of "roads" by modern terminology) of 
Clinton County were merely openings cut through the 
forests and swamps. Tree stumps were seldem removed 
from the path for this process only lend lo large ruts 
which could easily trip an ox or break the wheel or axle 
of a wagon. Detours around swamps, marshes or un­
fordable rivers were often measured dozens of miles 
and small sink holes, dangerous enough to swallow up a 
team of oxen, could appear seemingly overnight. Such . 
was the state of the art for modern roads In Michigan 
territory of the 1830s, 

The Pontiac-Grand River Road, among the most 
famous of early Michigan turnpikes, was often recorded 
with descriptions like those listed above. This road 
wound Its way north and west from Pontiac to the 
wilderness of central Michigan and was the road used 
by inolii i;lofieets 61 this area In making their trek to the 
new lands of Clinton County, The road wa:i cut, or at 
least marked, as far as the Indian village of Wab­
wahnahseepee (presently the site of DeWitt) In the sum­
mer of 1833 by a colony of settlers headed by Samuel 
Dexter, 

·This colony eventually landed In Ionia County where 
they founded the present city of Ionia. Their road follow­
ed an ancient Indian path which probably dated back 
countless generations. This road, later known as the 
Pontiac-Grand River Road (or trail) followed the route 
of the present Round Lake Road east of DeWitt. In fact, 
It stlll goes by the name of "Grand River" In 
Shiawassee County. 

With the opening In lhe 1830s of the DeWitt area and · 
all points west, the Pontiac-Grand River Road was ex­
tended further west, beyond DeWitt, to Wacousta, 
Portland, Lyons, and so on, eventually ending In Grand 
Rapids (or Grand Haven as some sources claim). 

Exactly where and how this road passed through 
DeWitt remains somewhat of a mystery, at least to this 
;;.;,_ ____ ·- --· -·-·- -··-·-· 
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· writer, It Is known that upon entering DeWitt from the 
east there existed for many years a sharp southern turn 
near the site of the present City Hall. There, a road went 
south to cross the Looking Glass River and intersect 
with the present-day Dill Road at a point somewhere 
east of Prarle Creek. 

This could Indicate that although a branch of the 
Pontiac-Grand River Road did lead Into the present 
town, the main throughway bypassed the Scott settle­
ment by going south and then west, a theory which ls 
substantiated by legal descriptions of land south or the 
river along Bridge and Webb Streets which cite "the 
Pontiac-Grand River Trail" as a landmark or boundry. · 
Land descriptions of the same period, howeyer, also 
note the present west Main Street as the Pontiac-Grand 
River Road. It has been theorized ( and In fact seems the 
easiest solution) that there were probably two routes of 
the road between DeWitt and Wacoustn; one that lay to 
the north and one to the south. 

In regards to Bridge Street Itself, It seems only fitting 
that this street should now be selected for such tremen­
dous Improvement. According to Capt. Scott's plat or 
1841, Bridge Street was to be the major avenue bisecting 
the village. It was laid out 99 feet wide opposed to the 66 
foet of nil other streets. His reasons for this are now 
unknown but It must have seemed odd to some at the 
time, tor In the 1840s Main Street was already the mosl­
often-used street In the settlement. 

It Is believed that It was shortly after the plat was 
completed Lhal the crossing of the Looking Glass ltlver 
was moved from lls former site further upriver to the 
present location. The natutal lay of the land Indicates 
that the grading down and building up, necessary on 
both banks for a feasible crossing, could not have been 
an easy feat given the tools and technology available lo 
the still Isolated settlement. The antique debris found In 
the road bed, especially on the northern bank, clearly 
show that anything and everything possible was used to 
fill ln the grnde on more than one occasion during Its 
long history of lmp1·ovements. ' 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

Family histories 
Last week when l received my copy of the 

DeWitt/Bath Review, l opened first (as l always do) to 
this article to allow the mistakes that I made a chance lo 
jump out and slup me In the face. <NothlnK ever look:; in­
correct unlll lls too lute to chunie Ill. Secondly, out of 
habit, I turned to the obituaries. Having an Interest In 
local und family hll:ilOries, I was both surpri:;ed und 
fa:;cinated with what I read. 

There were the obituar ies of tour lon~·timc DeWitt 
area residents, three of which were born here ln the last 
century. The combined ages of these tour octogenarians 
equaled about 350 years. A tremendous amount of lit..:, 
most of it spent here m Lhe OeWlll area. What a fan· 
taslically interesting yet diverse story the combined 

. memories or these four could have produced. 

Perhaps Lhe1r stories have been recorded for future 
generations; ii not on µaper then maybe, for tile lime 
being, in the minds of their children, grandchildren, 
nieces or nephews to be added to Lhe folklore and family 
llbtory wll11in their uwn memories. I hope ;;o, fur the 
common old Loml.Jstonc i11;:;criptio11 "Gone llut Nol 
Forgotten" reads true only so lung as Lile stones of their 
lives remain fresh, to be retold and appreciated by 
ruture genera lions. 

l <.:unsidcr myst:lt fortunate lhal l II.new all four of my 
grandparents very well. 1 am lucky, too, ttrnt l can 
remember three of my great granctpare1\ls, though my 
memories of lhcm arc much more fragmented. My 
most vivid recolkclion or Lwo of them, Carl and Minnie 
Staub, centers arnund an old glasi:; candy disl1 which my 
mother now owns. l can never look al it now wilhoul my 
minds not flashing back to a_n evening long ago when 1 
was no older than four and my grandparents took me lO 
visit Carl and Minnie. 

The memory comes lo light tn the living room of their 
small farmhouse north of DeWitt with the four grown­
ups deep in conversation of things far beyond my com­
prehension. f.:'..::i•"• bored. All al once, Minnie picked up 
lhul candy-01sr1, snatched off lhe lid and dbpluyctl 
before me a marvelous selection of Identical, pink, 
after-dinner mints. The dish wobbled and shook as •Its 
weight was nearly too much for her arm, tiny and frail, 
barely larger than my own. 

"Would you like one?" 
I answered wllh a sheepish "yes." 
"Ir you like them, then why won't you take one?" 
"Cause my momma will gel mad," I sulked. 
Then, Carl spoke up. He gazed about the room as he 

said softly, "It's okay, your momma's not here." 
I replied Indignantly, •· But someone will tell her.'' 
With lhal, my grnndparents begun lo chuckle and 

both Carl and Minnie fell back into their respective 
rocking chairs In gales of laughter; Carl th rowing his 
enormous hands up into the air and Minnie nearly loos­
ing control of the candy dish . After a concerned effort by 
all to convince me that not one of them would Lallie, I 
was given not one, bul lwo pink mints. 

Now, the moral of this clever story Is that if you' r e 
cute as a shoe button you can gel two pieces of candy In­
stead of one. More Impor tantly, the moral lo this long 
opera tion is that even the simplest of talcs are worth 
reconJlng 1111d preserving for future 1ienernllu11s. ll I:; 
said that history ls only as Interesting and accurate as 
those who record it and history has Hltle else to oiler I{ it 
ls not un interesting and accur.ate account of those who 
lived it and formed it. In regard to famlly histories, It Is 
stor ies like these ( though granted, perhaps more In­
teresting than my example) that put the bark a11d 
leaves on an otherwise barren family tree . 

I hope that when I am 05 (mind you gru'ndmn - I'm 
not saying that you're old) I will have u great­
grandchild that l can tempt wllh u colorful pink mlnl. 
And If they should ask me H l ever had grcat­
granctparenls ; firstly, I trust that l will ha ve enough 
sense left lo say "yes;" secondly, I hope I still 
remember this story of Minnie and her mints as vividly 
as I do now. Maybe I should write it down somewhere. 
"If a tree falls in the forest and there is no one there to 
hear It, does It really make a sound?" 



DeWitt ~range played vital role 
Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

For farmers, lhc month ot May has always been a 
busy time. Years ago, many DeWllt area tanners ~ook a 
relaxing break from their duties to allend lhe May 
meeting at the grange hall on N. Bridge St. Thls May 
meeting was historically one ot Importance to the 
DeWllt Grange for it was then that it" annually played 
host to Pomona, the County Grange. 

Pomonu was founded In 11179 u:; a county-wide as:;ocla­
Uon of granges. Its purpose was to oversee and coor­
dinate the buslnc!ill and acllvllltJll ol U10 lltiparate 
granges of U1e county. 

The Grange _all a whole played_ a vital role 1n the 
economic, social and political history of Clinton County 
tor nearly 100 years. 

The following poem was written at the turn of the cen­
tury by a local resident, ~stella (Cook) Dlll6 anct was 
read by her as a welcoming address to Pomona in 
De Will. 

"Worthy Master, BroU1ers imd Sisters, 
In behalf. of "Cllnlon County Pomona Grange," .I 

would say: 
.We know we ure welcome with Hickory today 
For ba ve we not thrice heard lhem say 
By the hearty hand clas1> and cordial word ot greeting 
Thul Pomona was always welcome with her May 

meellng." 
Story 

J wUI read to you a Utlle ditty 
'Tis not very sound, neither ls It witty. 
The topic Is nothing new or strange 
Just a Cew words about our "County Grange." 
We meet for pleasure with work bent on, 
From all the corners of· 'Old Clinlon." 
And clasp the hand ot those who would be stran~e. 
Were It not tor meeting 111 "Pomona Grange." 
.l. w Ml !-hat all the P atronli l can z;ee, 

Would come and take the F'ifth Degree; 
Another lluk higher thut I.mids In u happy bu11d, 
To educate the I armer:; ol thb broad land. 
"This world is too <lurk, this lite ls Loo :;hort," 
To not be in Pomona Court. 
Our officers an: good and true, 
We selected then1 with care. 
Our Master and· Overseer, as YQl.l c;an i;ee: are quite a 

handsome puir. · · · : · · 
Our Worthy Lecturer, Sister Charity (Pearce) wnen 

she rises to her feet, 
To unnounce the program, we know lt b, complete. 
'l'hc Steward thUt'li tound within our ruuk, 
Has an honest face. for Is he not always 1"rank.'t 
Our A1:;i,t . Sterurd we think hlm quite 1.1 "ftlller," 
He can drive the gout clear wun'1 the rornm when 

usti'd. by Slt;ter Chilly. 
Our worthy Clrnpluln of Buth, Sl!iter Dryer 

(Frances?), _ 
Ask;; blcs:;ings on our Grange ot the Ma:;tcr Higher. . 
Then there's our Worthy Secretary, Sister Dill~ (Ab-

bie), · 
Keep:; the records and writes receipts lo pay oH ollb. · 
While our Worthy Tn:asurcr, Bro. Jones (Clwrlt!til ot 

Bengal, . . .. 
Says, "Here's your cash, ju:;t hear lhe :;1lvcr ju1gle. 
I hope lhal from lhc {old none wlll struy or roam, . · . 
For our gate I:, guarded with ~trcngth and ncrv.e, yo1;1 • 

all know Jerome ( D llli; l. . 
We have Godes11es Three, l wll,h each would take ber 

place, 
Thereby tullng lhc po1>ltlons with dlgnlly and grace. 
For do U}ey not pre:.lde over ~ereals, fruits and· . 

flowers'/ 
All necessities In these beautiful homeli of ourli. 
And uow as we tiCpcrule and mingle with U1e world __ 

again. · 
Let us remember Uie precept ot our_ order; be honest

1 
-

be just with our fellow JflC(l. 

And In eating, drinking and language'. lnt,emperance . 
avoid, · · · · 

Thus, keeping ourselves unspotted _by deeds that ure 
POl>le and g0-0d . 
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De Witt's· history of Memoria·1 Day 

Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

Memorial Day, or Decoration Day as It was originally 
called, was established shortly after the Civil War and 
was first observed in Charleston, S.C. on May I. 1865 In 
rememberance or those, both north and south, who gave 
their lives in that war. The concept was repeated in 
Waterloo, N.Y. on May 5, 1866 and by 1868, the obser­
vance of "Decoration Day" was orriclally recognized by 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Decoration Day in DeWitt In the late 1800s was observ­
ed with a memorial service at either the Methodist or 
Baptist Church. This was followed by a parade and 
march to the cemetery where a military observance 
was conducted. The services and parade were organiz­
ed by the GAR post and Its auxiliaries, the Women's 
Relief Corps and the Son of Veterans. The present 
monument In the DeWitt Cemetery ( thought now 
weathered and deterior;.ted) honoring the unknown 
dead was erected by the GAR post for Decoralion Day 
services. 

The day was also often celebrated with Ice cream 
socials, picnics and perhaps a dance or horse race. 

The following list is of the known veterans or the Civil 
War buried or memorialized In the DeWitt Cemetery. 
Although the list was compiled by comparisons of 
headstone names to military rosters or Clinton County, 
membership lists of the GAil and several family 
genealogies, It Is probably Incomplete. The section let­
ters are identified with "A" being the northernmost sec­
tion . An • denotes that the soldier is believe to have died 
In the war. 

Name, outfit, section: 
Alward, Henry, Co. B. 3rd Ml. Cav., C; Baldwin, 

Thomas W., C; Bedell, Edward H., Co. E 23rd Ml. Inf., 
C; Bates, Ambrose T. (Or.), C; Blood, A., C; Bl an­
chard, John G., B; •Blizzard, Oliver, Co. G 23rd Mi. lnf., 
died Rowling Green , Ken ., 1865, E ; •Bond, Henry W ., 
Co. G 23rd MI. Inf., died Nnshville, Tenn., D; Brink, 
John H., D; Brink, Re uben, Co. A 9th N.Y. H.A ., D; 
Bronson, J .W., Co. I 8th Ml Inf., B; Butterfield, DeWitt 
C., Co. H 24th Ml Vol. , C; Clark, William, D; Cole, 
Monroe, D; Cook, George M., Sgt. Co. F 28th Ml. Inf., C; 
Cole, Charles E., B ; Collins, John, E; Charles F . Cumm­
ings. C; Davison, Joel , Co. B 184th Ohio Inf., C; Day, 
Charles?, C; Emery, William F .1 Co. A 23rd Mi. Inf., C; 
Foster, William A., Co. H 3rd Mi. Cav., D; Freeman, 
Abigail, (campwife), B; Freeman, Phineas, Corp. Co. 8 
3rd Ml. Cav ., B; Bigson, James, B; •Goodrich, David, 
Co. C 5th Ml. fnf. (died Washington), E; Edmond, 
Hewitt, Co. E 3rd Ml Cav ., D; Holley , Ralph W ., Bat. E 
lsl Regl. Lt. Art., B; Hoople, Leander, Co. H 24th Mi. 
Inf., E; Howe, Geo. W., Co. 0 14th Ml. In(., B ; Howell, 
Hiram, B; Hubbard, J .S. , Co. B 186th N.Y . Inf. , A; 
Jayne, John E ., D; •Knapp, John D., Co. G 23rd Ml. Inf. 
(dierl Bowling Green, K<'n.), D; *Lee, Adcly<'r, E; Loll, 
Albert, Co H. 27th Ml. lnf., E; "McPherson, Joseph M., 
Co. G 5th Mi. Cav. (actual burial uncertain), C: Mar­
shall, John C., D; May, Jessie, Co. A 21st Mi Inf., C; 
Miller, Jonathan, Co. I 1st Mi. Art., B; Miller, Daniel, 
Co. B 3rd Ml Cav., B; Moses, Bryon A., Co. A 23rd Mi. 
Inf., B; Newman, William R., Co. E 1st Mi. Light Art., 
C; Norris , Joseph H, B; Norris. Silas W., C; Pearce, 

Husted?, C; Pattridge, Alonzo?, D; Pierce, George M., 
D; Randall, Abraham?, C; Reed,?? ?, A; Rouse, Henry, 
Pvt. 30th Mi. Inf., C; Shay, William H. 1 Co. I 7th Regt. 
N.Y. Vol., C; Sibley, Levi W., Co. C 96th N.Y. Vol., C; 
Stickles, Charles, Co. H 24th Mi. Inf., A; Stickles, 
Joseph R., Co. M 7th Ml. Cav., B ; Stewart, N.J., Co. C, 
157th N.Y. Inf., C; Stimson, George W. Co. H llth No. 
Cav ., C; Stowell, LeRoy -B. Co. C 2nd Ml. Cav. , D ; 
Thorp, Richard, Co. D 14th Mi. Inf., C; Tubbs,'James, 
B; Tucker, Homer, Co. E 78th N.Y. In(., C; Tucker. 
Joseph S., Sgt. Co. I 10th Ml. Cav., A; Wa ger, Andrew, 
Co. H 107th N.Y. Vol. Inf., B; Walker. G .W., Co. H 20th 
N.Y . Cav., D; Webb, Frank, Co. H 27th Mi. Inf. (musi­
cian), C; Wells, George P ., Pvt. Co. G 15th Mi. Inf., B; 
Wetherell, John, Co. B 8th N.Y. Cav. Vol., B; White, 
William, Co. F 7th Ml. Inf.? ; B ; Whitney, Ezra P ., C; 
Williams, J. Edmond, D; Yeoman. Benjamon F . Co. H 
27th Ml. Inf. , D; Young, G .W.1 Co. C 197th Ohio Inf., C. 



p1n1on 
DeWitt Cem.etery a historic site 

Historic DeWi'tt 
By Kenneth Coin 

If last week you visited the DeWitt Cemetery, you 
were probably unaware that you were al one of Clinton 
County's most historic sites. 

The DeWitt Cemetery, possibly the oldest In Clinton 
County, ls belleved to have originated as the private 
cemetery of the family or DeWltt's founder, Capt. David 
Scott. However, It may in practice have been used by 
the pub I le at the Scott selllement. 

On July 19, 1841, Capt. Scott deeded a small plot of 
ground, which Included the Scott family lot and several 
other known graves, to the township of DeWitt for use as 
a graveyard. This original portion of the present 
cemetery Is roughly the front (or west) two thirds or 
sections D and E. In 1845 additional land was purchased 
from Ephriam Utley. By this purchase, section C was 
acquired and the two original sections were extended 
east to their present limits. 

The following are some of the eminent pioneers burled 
In these three sections: 

Section C: Henry Chappel, a veteran of the War of 
1812 (originally burled In the Goodrich Cemetery on 
Schavery Road.); Jedediah (Tyler) Flewelling, "A real 
daughter of the Revolution; Her father Capt. Abram 
Tyler and her grandfather, Col. Abraham Tyler, aide to 
Washington, served rrom Bunker HIii to Yorktown;" 
Linus and Betsey G lllett, early settlers of Olive 
Township, lll40; Sylv<ist.er Scott, son or Capt. David and 
Eunice Scott; Sophronia ( Cooley) Scott, the second 
woman settler of Clinton County; David Scott Jr .• son of 
Capt. David and Eunice Scott; William W. and Esther 
(Utley) Webb, settled In DeWitt, 1835; Frank Webb , 
leader of DeWltt's Civil War coronet band (entertained 
President Lincoln In Washington D.C.l; Orange Sink, 
died In 1938 at age 106; James Sturgis, pioneer mer­
chant of DeWitt. 

Section D: Alexander and Soloma Calder, earliest 
resident landowners of Olive Township; George T. and 

• . ·---- ___ .... }p,nt>- Clnrlr. _nwnprc: nnrl nroprletors of New Albany 
v tllage; Mark W. and Nancy (Cook) Pike, early settlers 
of Olive Township; Hiram Wilcox, first associate judge 

Eunice (Forbes) Scott, first woman settler In Clinton 
County; Charles Scott, son of Capt. David Scott and 
Eunice Scott; Betsey (Gooch) Marvin, teacher of the 
first school In Cllnton County; Seth P. Marvin, member 
of the first family to settle In Wa tertown Township and 
first clerk of Clinton County; Enos SIisbee, veteran of 
the War of 1812; Amarllla Pearl, wife of Stephen Pearl, 
one of the first settlers of northeast Clinton County; 
George Riley Simmons, member or the flrst family to 
settle In Riley Township; Barna Allen, veteran of the 
War of 1812; Andrew J. Bement, pioneer shoemaker of 
DeWitt; Caroline Bement, pioneer teacher of DeWitt 
and proprietress of "Bement's Select School"; Alanson 
and Sarah Goodrich, settled DeWitt In 1835; Jonathan R. 
and Aurllla Pearsall, settled DeWitt In 1836, and were 
"parents" of the DeWitt Baptist Church; King (suppos­
ed surname), English land prospector, flrsl recorded 
death In Clinton County <actual burial site unlikely). 

Unfortunately, the sexton's records of the DeWitt 
Cemetery were apparently lost many years go. In the 
early 1930s, a concerned effort was made by several 
people to record all the marked and unmarked graves 
within the cemetery but Information of many sections, 
especially these three are now ( and will probably 
always remain) Incomplete. As for the many plots of un­
marked graves, we will probably never know whom, If 
anyone, lies burled there, nor what roles they played ln 
the development of Clinton County. 

of Cllnlon County and builder of Clinton County's first 
sawmm; Atwell and Lovlna (Knapp) Simmons, first 
settlers of Riley Township, 1836; Charlotte (Herrick) 
Cook, early settler of Riley Township, 1842 ; Dr. Hiram 
Stowell, first probate judge or Clinton County; Obed 
Strickland, progenitor or the Strickland family of Clin-
ton County; Randolph ·strlcklund, pioneer attorney or 
DeWitt, state senator 0860--64) and Rep. In Congress 
0868- ) ; John M. Apthorp, early settler of Riley 
Township; Samuel and Lydia Knapp, early settlers of · I 
Olive Township, 1855; Addison A: Woodrurr, early 
DeWitt and New Albany canlnetmaker; Howland S. 
Vanscoy, early DeWitt pioneer, legislator and wealthy 
landowner of Maple Rapids; and William and Mahala 
Utley, early DeWitt settlers. 

Section E: David Olin, pioneer builder and veteran of 
the War of 1812; Col. Thomas Lee, veteran of the War of 
1812; Capt. David Scott, first settler In Clinton County, 
founder of DeWitt, and veteran of the War of 1812; 
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Old school picture donatea 
Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

This photograph of the DeWitt Public School, Hl24, 
was recently donated to the Fay Hanson Publlc Library 
by Robert and Margaret Moots. Don Reed and Ruth 
Overholt (both pictured) spend many houri; this past 
winter wracking their memories to put names to these 
faces of 60 years ago. A speci11I thanks to all. 

F'1·ont row (seated, left to right): Clarence Oay, Roy 
Shatley, Erwin rossow, Richard Courtland, Harrison 
Pitchford, unldentlfled,'Howurd Hiatt, "Frankie" Rose, 
? Phillips, Louis Brya, ? McPrangle, Max Ellwanger, ? 
Rossow, Thomas White, unidentUled, Albert Tolksdorf, 
? Rossow, unidentified, ? Jtossow, Charles Surrull?, 
Fru11cls White, Raymond Kussmaul, unidentified, 
Richard Henning, Dyl_e Cole, FQrd Schavey, and John 
Reush. 

Back Row (seated): Victor Ward, Hersha! Purks, 
unidentified, Donald Bur·ke, Norman McConnell, War­
ren Drake, Andrew Tolksdorf, Donald Reed, Curl 
Grlnold, R.obert White, Randolph Lietzke, Ralph Hayes, 
Eleanor Smalley Brainerd, Ruth Marzke Overholt, 
Dllma Todd, Virginia Todd, Elsie Robb, Donna RQse 
Mccrum, Margaret Tolksctorf, Olive Bectaine, Flort!nce 
Brink Lavender, Gertrude Voisnet, Evelyn Drake, Ber­
nadine Volsnet, unidentified, Arlene McPrangle, Edllh 
Robb, and Iva Hayes. · 

Middle Row (sea~ed): William Robb, Francis Brya, 
Lyle Norris, Victor Volsnet, Slewert White, uulden­
tlfied, Durward Ward, Francis Klaver, Fruncis 
Brainerd, Kenneth Reed, Arnold Tucker, Lorrie 
Schavey, ? Howe?, Evelyn Courtland, Dorothy Pit­
chford, Roberta Moon Reed, Ida Ryckman, Phyllis Hen­
ning, Marie Klaver, Virginia Heall, Reva Norris, 
Delma Young, Virginia Surratt, Marguerite Klaver 
Outman, Serena Lielzke, Leota Tucker, unidentified, 
Eleanor Voisnet, unidentlfled, Roberi Hammond, 
Nathan Pitchford, and Eurl Kussmaul. 

Back Row (standing): Reva Waiver Vail <teacher), 
Neille Travis (teacher), unidenllflcd, Sadie Jones 
(teacher), .Mildred Locher Kowalk, Clarence 
Feurstenau (principal), Evelyn? Wood, June 
Jackway?. Ruth Kowalk Wakefield, Iva Tarrier, 
Florenct! Baldwin Deurdt.Jey, Eleanor Moon McKinney, 
Uclen Reed Sp1.1yde, E:Uz1.1belh Tolksdorl, Donald 
Brainerd, Msrgaret Drake, Marjorie Florian Hepfer, 
Aames'? Robb, Les ter? Bixby, Nina White, unidentified, 
Robert Post, Alice? Robb, Oliver'? Bixby, Leone 

.. .. .. .. . ................ .... . , ... . , .. .......... .. ······•· ··· ... . 

Smalley Brooks, Evelyn Brainerd Cutler, M.D. 
"Johnny" Smith (janllur), Cecilia Reust Miller, Mal.>lc 
Brlnkerhofl Lee, Violet Decker Hill, l!::;lher Ler~ 
Kramp, Lila Harter, Rachel Brink, June DuVaul, Vi­
vian Pierce, Christine Dyer, Esther Hammond 
Ferguson, Evelyn Welton Scott, Lucille Drake, Anna 
May Reed,? Howe, Marie Tolksdorf, Joyce Carey, Ken­
neth Becker, Irene Bixby, unidentified, Leo Spayde, 
Mildred Beduine, Gertrude Brink Gregoty, and Lots 
Keck Brinkerhoff. 



Historic-DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

One man's junk ... 
Ever since childhood, I have been fasdnated liy auc­

tion sales. Over the years, l have attended more than I 
can recall, some good sulcs, and some not so good. 

Two weeks ago, l attended one close Lo home that 1 
rate among the best. If there were an uwanl tu be given 
annually for "Most Interesting Auction," Doris 
Steinhardl's and Esther Krnmp's sale would surely l)c a 
contender. Whal started out as merely clearing soruc 
"old junk" out of their barns and granaries turned Into a 
rare occurence where generations of accumulalion 
(that delicate, selective art or pack-raltery) were put 
out on dbplay for auction. 

At this parllcular sale, there were many items which, 
because of their obvious association lo some old De Will 
families, I took particulur interest in. Other items, 
whose former owners remain anonymous, were in­
teresting in their own right because of their chance sur­
vival or their particular statement of another era when 
the everyday workings of life were so different from the 
present. 

A crazy quilt, ernDdlishcd with the fancy stitchery o( 

an unknown seamstress, was an explosion ot colon; wilh 
Its bril!!hl lechnkolor silks. It was never lnLended for 
warmth like an ordinary Dlanket, but oHered it anyway 
with arllsllc worktnanship and vivid handcrafted 
horniness. 

A lruuk, whose oril,{inal owner" Agnes Pike - DeW ill, 
Mich." was Inked onto oue o( the wooden sials, was 
among several oLhcr trunks In various states ot reµalr. 
Agnes, besides bt!lng a descendent of several area 
pioneer families, was one ot the earliest DeWitt 
residents to take an active interest In researching and 
recording local history. 

Another trunk, covered in thick leather and obviously 
well used, had a faded paper label tacked onto its lid 
which, though barely legible, read, "P .0. Freeman, Co. 
B, 3rd Mich. Cav'y ., Camp Benton, Mo." 

There was a large assortment of cabinetmaker's tools 
which once did service to early DeWitt craftsmen and 
an ancient harnessmaker's bench, well worked by 
unknown hands, which was probubly rclired to the lia!·n 
when "grandpa'' decided to sell the horses and Join the 
modern age of the a utomobile. 

· A large wooden chest, bigger than a breadbox but 
lllllUll<Jf lllUII U bluukct d1011l, IIUl Oil OOll ot tho Jowclry 
wugons tlhal's aucllon lingo tor flut-bcct WUKOllti, used to 
dislny that doe:m'l go somewhere else) amid boxes of 
nails, screws and an infinite amount ol spure parts. On 
the lid of lhe chest was painted "Wm. H.H. Knapp" and 
on the inside was inked the date 11153 and a message 
from William Henry Harrison Knapp, ''This box was 
made by Joseph Naracong Sr., my grandfather." 

Nearby was a pair o( candkslick phones. Their ob­
vious absence of dials brought Lo mind a time not long 
passed, when DeWitt resld1:nts had lo "ring up" Gerda 
Rogerson at the telephone otfice In order to pl.tee a call. 

There wns nn al' undunce of old cloth reed bugs, per­
sonalized by the stenciled names or past owners: W. 
Ellwanger. F. Steinhardt, Schneel:)erger, and H. 
Bauerle. 

A hand full of old wooden yardsticks, advertising give-
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aways, brought $U. Someone in the crowd a~ked, "Why 
would anyone pay that much for a yardstick when you 
can ~el them free at the lumberyard'/" Now, while I 
cun'l argue with that logic, l must say In my own 
defense, l would have to drive lo a lot of stores until I 
found another one which advertised "Eldridge Hard• 
ware - Builders• Harclwart:, Glass, Paints & Oils, 
Stoves, Tinware - DeWitt, Mich." 

We often harken back to bygone years (although I 
think the younger people are more prone to harken; the 
older people ulreudy lived ll und known Llwt IL wasn't all 
Lhul its now cracked-up to be and scarcely worth 
harkenln~ back lo) when IHe, Ill rdrospecl, uµpean to 
have been much simpler. But one good look al the urruy 
or llmc-contiumlnij uud buck-breaking turr11 lmplemtnlti 
which culllvuted lhc Held:; of De Wilt ht the pai;L century 
was enough Lo joll me buck lo the present wllh a better 
appreciation for the blesslngi; of modern agrlcullurnl 
technology. 

Auctions can be fun, exciting, and free (if yuu keer} 
your hands down). They usually draw a substantial 
crowd whlch can generally be divided Into four ~roups: 

• Group One can' t believe the prices are so hiih; 
"Who In their nght minds would pay thal kind of money 
tor that old junk?" 

• Group Two ( the sentimentalists) can' t believe Lhe 
prices arc so low; they'll pay any price. 

• Group Three thinks lhe prices are about 11veruge: "l 
paid less (or mine, but l've seen them go higher." 

• Group Four, well, they really have no opinion; they 
don't know what lo think because they <1an ' l understand 
a single thing the auclloncer's saying. 

Anyway, hats oft to Doris dnd Esther. You two really 
know how lo throw an auction. Let's do ll again 
sometime. 


