
DeWitt-- Yester ay ·and 
iJy fayf.! Hanson 

OeW ftt has its own poet In the person cf Mrs. 
Phcba Sweet of 217 Scott Streett Mrs. Sweet ls 
87 years young and has always written poetryw She 
has re si ded l n OeW Ttt for~ years, coming here 
from Delta Hil 1s where she spent most of her mar-
r 1 e- d I I f e on a fa rm. She [ s do~ b I y sweet as s, In e 
h~s b~en ma~ rie d twice and both times to men by 
the name of Sweet. although they were not brothers~ 
tter daughter, t, rs. Naom·1 Tenne.y' 11 I i ves on West 
Howe Road and her granddaughters, Mrs. Ha ry Wood­
ru ff and Mrs. J ea n BI I z za rd I i ve In De W ~ t t. She 
often babys its with her great grandchTldrent 11ves 
alone and dc~s her own housework. She still writes 
poetry, many times to comemrnorace a friend 1 s birth• 
d a y o r f o r o t he r s p e c i a ] o c c;: a s ii on s ~ S t, ,e ha i ha d 
two volumes publ i~hed and the following poem is 
from a volume entit .led 11 P.EMINISCENCES OF D1AVS GON IE 

AT THE A,tj rCT ~ ON 
T0 day we we ~ t to th~ auction 
~t•s lots of fun yo~ know 
Ther@ were mobs and mobs of fo]ks there 

. T ho u g h t he w i n d w~ s b i: t t e ir co I d • 

l sat in the car and watched them 
As they mulled around t he p~ace 
S o,m e I, a n 9 ii n g on to t h e -yo u n 9 s t e r s 
Others carryin~ t~em from place to place. 

T hey laug~@d and seemed so ~appy 
Though occasionally some raindrops fell 
~hy couldn 1 t the wo rJ d In general 
E ,n j o y I r f e q u i' t e so, we l I ? 

Happy Moth,,;n-~$ Day ~ Mrs" Sweet. 

J 
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DeWitt .... Ye.s terday a~~rsd!R.~!, !74 
By Faye Hali'lson 

THIS IS T~E DEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA IN 1928. 
A t t h,a t t i me t I, e s c ho o, I o 1n 1 y we n t t h r o 1u g h t he 
tenth grade~ The last two grades were added In 
19,3 6,. In th,e p fcty ,re from I eft to r 11 ght f n the 
back 1row: lea_der, Hrrs., Booth-" Fral!l'lcls S 'llbley, 
Fra nc:~ s Br...a ri nerd II John Reu :s t • Fraine ft Klave Ii" 

111 C~yde Cassidv. ---m-• Surratt• Max El~wanger, 
Eleanor Sma~ley Brainerd. Front row: Donald For­
ward, Roy S~aflev, Vfrg~mla Cutler Ackerman and 

~ R.hod a Reyno 1 •Q s Pi 4! r son., ....., __ _ 
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T\10 VI EWS OF THE OLD DEi/ i TT SCHOO L 
The earl lest schoo l buil ding was a log st r uc­

ture erected on Sec·. 7, upon the farm o f Alanso n 
Good r ic h and k nown as the "Good rich School House 0 • 

This scho o l s t ood at th e foo t of wha t is now Scha- , 
vey Road. Hiss Betsey Gooc h was t he f irs t teacher. 

' The s econd school was bu ilt in d i strict 2 in 
the v i llage of Dellitt i n 1840 on the site of the 
Fuers tenau s c hoo l. Both Or. Seth P . Marvin and J. 
H. Adams are given as ea rly teache rs. This build­
·tng was repl aced by one of more ext~nded pro~or ­
tions, in which the sessions of the court were he ld 
fo r a time, It having be e n at that t lme the most 
pretentious Structure at t he Co unty sea t. 

I n 1870 the brick school pictured here was built 
·with P rof. Corie. I as p ri ncipal , Miss Edit h 'w illiams 
as assistant and Miss Josi e Holmes as i nterme d ia te 
principal , 

This school burned I n 1~36 Just before the main 
part of the · Fuerstenau bui l d in g was ready f6r occu.:. 
pancy, 

One picture was given to the 1 lbrary by the 
late Helen Dil l s Stampfly and the othe r by Joyce 
Care¥ Miller, now a teacher fn Hastings . .. 


