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Another DeUftt land ~ r k ;sup 
for sa,le,. 

The DeWitt Communtty Church o n 
the corner of~ - 6ridae an d Jeffer-- . 

has been a house of worship for 
years. The Baotist congregation 

wa s o Iii" i:i a n i z e d i n 1 8 If O bu t :nee t 1i n q s 
were held in homes and t he schoo l 
untli Seotemrer of 1~51, \>J he n t he 
GOn9reqation ~oved to b uild a 

c: h u, r c 1h • Oo .IJ. P r i 1 3 • l 8 5 2 a s J t c: on 
t h,e n,o rt he~ st s id~ of t h ,e pub I ~ c. 
SQ uare was purc hased and $500,01 
was pledged for a build;n~. An edi­
fice JS by SO feet ~as co~p~et~d at 
a cost of $13,O0O.OG and was ded f* 
ca terl on Oecer.1be r l ~, 1853 . 

The bu ilding w~s remode l ~d Tn 
l S21 and a co~munity church was 
fo,rmed on Hay ~5, 1929. In 19'17 tnc 
churc h was ~oved bac k 25 feet and 
a p,o r c h a d d e d • 

Beca~se of~ growlng memb~rshfp 
and a lack of pa ~ki B9 space, (he 
co~g r c9ation h~s purchased property 
on Wehb Poad and ha ve a new struc­
ture al~ost ready for occupancy~ 
and the o~d structure ;5 on the 
b, oc k. Otd y t i me can t e I I wha t ~ s 

· to be the fate of this building 
th c1 t ha, s been a ho u se of wo rs h i IP 
and t he sc@ne of scores of weddings 
chrfste n ings a~d f u ne r ats for ove r 

hu ndred year'§. 



1tt-- Vester ay and Today .._.,_ ay Faye Hanson ~ 

How many people i n the DeW it t 
area remember when the schoo l pa­
pe r \\las cal Jed 0 0EWrTT DAZE" ? In 
1948 the edito r was Ha rilyn Staub 
Coln (now DeWitt City Tr easurer) 
and he r assistant was J o a n Mil l er 
Kowa 1 k. 

Typ ists wer e the late Dorothy 
HI l f Lankford, Janet Lankford 
Schulz and Greta Perry Bond, now 
a teacher in Cal i fornia. fia c h i ne 
operators were Floyd Fow l er (now 
cfty mai n tenance ma n ) and Jake 

Kirchen. Barba ra Ann Hicks ~ir-
';} chen was artist and Hr s. Down was 
!;i::I ad v isor. 
~~ The on ly school bu il ding at 
~t that t i m~ was the Fue r stenau Blfi I­
~~ d i ng on Wnsh i n~ton St r eet which 
~I! encompassed a 11 grades K throuqh • ~a 12, twenty f ive yea r s later we · I have a system with five buLld-
!S i ngs . En r ol l ll'lent i n kindergarten 
~ and first grade i n 1948 was 57, 

today it is 255, Today the schoo l 
pape r is cal l ed ZAP, 



DeWitt-- Yesterday-and Today 
By Faye Ha nson 

This Is the north s i de of tlain 
Stree t look I ng toward t he I ig ht. 
The bu il di ng on t he left has been 
used a s a res idence/ 1 ibrary, t el'"' 
ephone off ice. and is at present 
the ho me of t he Family 9a r bershop . 
~he next buil ding at various t i mes 
has housed \.Jood's Unde r 'taking PDr .. 
l or , a restau rant and ba ke ry, U.S . 
Post Off i ce , I ibrary and a beauty 
shop. It was t orn down in 1968. 
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The next was Harry Hoon ' s Gr oc­
e r y , l t bu r ned with t he n e xt two 
bu ildings i n 1930 . Next to Moon 1 S 
is Smi ley's Variety Store an d 
Lietzke 1 s Grocery . Across the 
co rne r i s tL £ . Towne ' s Gro c ery 
and Or y Go·ods Store, the building 
now houses the ,Sh ingle Shack . 

Th is photog r aph was taken ear ­
ly in this century and was g iven 
to the I ibrary by t he l ate Helen 
Dil l s Stampfly , da ughter of DeWi t t 
pion.eers . 



Sto r e and 
!\cross t h e 
11 ,e 1 5 G1rocer y 
• the b ui l din g 
9 1 e· S hack • 
.,Ht s t a k e o e; ,a r .,... 
:a n d 'l!J ai s g i v e n 
.e late He l en 

g hter of De~ •1 tt 

Yesterday and Today. 
' 'jy .r YI? , a n soo 

r tt E c o L~ 1 w G a F r P. E. 1 E L E r H o. E r o o E , 1 Tr , ., r o b .J J y 
bet,.-.,ccn 1910 a nd 1 915 .. r · 1s s a,.-,s farrers bri-n- ­
i n 9 I o a d s a f p o I e s · ; n to o .,,., n . 

Pi ctu re take n en DeWit t 1 s main corner lookinc 
n O f" t n I s h O .,.. i n ~ G " .4 I i , 1 i a m s G f;? n C r i9 I s t O r e \ ... h i C: Ii 

burned in the ~reat f ~re of 1~30. Th e ~ethod~st 
Chu. r ch wh i ch Hus ere c. t e d r n l 8 9 5 and b Lll ir n e d f II" om 
an over h ea1tea fur n ace Tri 1927. Mex t i s t he -:ira11ge 
Ha l l whic h was usod by th~s f~ r~~rs~ fr ate r nal 
crg.:in r zat 10n from 18·75 to 1966 and is now an up­
holsterer~ s shop. 

; otice t h£ unpaved stre~ts~ 
Pii:.ture donate d to tine tl!!Wi tt Pu l ic l•bri:lr y 

the la te Mr. and Mr~. Robert Norr i s . 


