
De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
By Faye Hanson 

The fltst roads through this part of Michlgan 
ran through DeWftt. The Grand River Trail followed 
the north side of the Look1ng Gl ss River from Its 
junction wfth the Grand '" Portland, lon~a County, 
through southern Cl In ton County., thro,ugh DeWitt 
village to Laingsburg, and eontlnucd from thete 
through Indian villages in Shiawassee, Genessee 
and Oaktand Count~es ftnaTly eonnectlng Clinton 
County with Pontiac and Detroit. Another trall 
]ed thro~gh central Cl In ton from Maple Rapids to 
the present site of DeWitt ctty, then Scott's tav~ 
er~. crossing the Grand River trail and the Looking 
Glass Rrver and wa, lost Tn Ingham County. This 
w a s ma n y ye a r s b ,e f o -re L a1 n s I n g c a1 me i' n to e x I s t.a n e e • 
The Pontiac and Grand River road was one of the 
most prominent of these prfmittve highways. Thls 
route. !1 e y from Pont lac to i1 o-n I a and c. ro s s e d C I In ton 
Co u n t y f r om T t s e a s t e r n to we s t e r n 1 r n e ., I t s co u r s e 
ran as fol lows: from Pontiac westward ~n Oakland 
County to Hlllm~"~s Tavern In Tyrone Townsh~p of 
Livingsto" County, on through Shiawassee County 
striking Byron• Fremont, Hartwelfv111e ant Lalngs• 
bu r ,9; Io to C 1 T n tor, th tough DeW l t t and Wa~ous ta te r• 
m"ina1t Ing by way of Poirtlalild In Lyans 11 lion la County. 
P a r t s o f t h I s f I r s t ., r o a d a1 r e i n co r po r a t e d I n Ro u n d 
Lake Road, This is why it doesn't run ln a straight 
lJne. When the road enters Shiawassee County It ls 
called the Gra~d R1ver Trait, The Grand River Turn• 
p!ke (old u.s. 16 aBd Grand River through Lansrng) 
wa not opened through Cl In ton, Watertown and Eagle 
Townshfps untll 185~. 

Judge Samual Dexter from New York State brought 
in pioneers to coionlze the Dexter tract In Jon la 
County and they passed through DeWitt fn May. 1833, 
They went westward from DeW*tt vlllage and traveled 
In a northwesterly dfrectlcn through what Is now 
RTfey, Bangal and Dal fas townships on to Lyons. this 
ls stll I called the Dexter Trall and may be taken 
from Pratt Road to lyons if you would 1tke to follow 
In t he steps of ear y settlers of th rs area. 
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flm-AD!tl'/itt-- Yesterday and Today 
Thursday. Apr. 4, 1974 ay Faye Hanson 

Back in 1853 DeWitt h.ad a n ews~ 
paper cal le d The Cl in ton Express • . ( 
At this t i me DeWit t was st i ll th/ 
county seat , 

Quot i n g f rom the Novemb~ r 19 , 
1853 issu e: The Cl i n t on Express 
wl 11 b~ issued every Saturday, at 
the vi I lage of OeWi tt, Cl i n t on 
Co ~rnty, H i chigan, by Mi lo Blair, 
Ter ms: one do1 lar a year in ad• 
vance, taken . at the office or sent 
by mai l, Del i ve r e d by the carrier, 
one do) lar and f ifty cents. 

County officers at the time 
were : Adam W. PattrJdge, sheriff; 
Step hen Pearl, Tr easu r er; Joseph 
H. Adams , Cler~; Seth P. Karvin, 
Register of Deeds ; Rando l ph Strick· 
land, Prosecuting Atto r ney ; Court­
land Hil l , Judge of Probate; David 
L. Oanle l s• Circu i t Court Commls· 
sioner; Orvll l e B. I ngersoll, Sur· 
veyor and Hark A. Child, Co roner. 

One of the ads reads: Niss Ann 
Caln wouJd respectfully Inform the 
ladles of DeWitt and vicinity • • 

that she has just received a ful I 
assortment of Fashionable Bo nnet 
Trimm in gs , and trus ts she will be 
ab l e to give satisfact i on to a l I 
who may favor her with their pat­
r o na ge . 

Another ad: The subscr i ber 
wou l d Inform young ladles and 
Gentlemen of the village of DeWit t 
and vicinity that he wi ll give 
l essons on Penmanship, to al I who 
m~y favor him with their patronage. 
His system of writi ng has been 
tested and approved, in the most 
fashionable Cities and VIiiages 
throughout the United S t ates and 
he will warran t satJsfact l on' t o any 
subscriber who will pay h i m $I.DD 
for 12 lessons • . Schoo l to commence 
on Monday evening, llov. 14 at 6¼ 
o'clock at the School House In the 
vi 1 lage. No admittanCe for specta­
tors. M. Sprauge. 

MARRIED: In 0 1 ive on the 18 
I nst . by Uzi el R. Owen, Esq., Kr. 
Harvey Wi l cox to Hiss El lz~ C. 
Ennest al 1 of 01 Ive, 
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This Is not the complete class of 1957, and the -· 
fellows were really goofing off as Hawk, Gross, Korte 
and Parker did not wear glasses. If you wl 11 look 
closely they are wearing the same pair worn by ~ave 
Richmond who did wear them, Also the fellows have 
necklaces on and this was long before It was fash• 
lonable for guys to wear beads. 

From left to right Alexander Kloster, class advl· 
sor; Jane lilller Thl"ll; Roy Korte; Sue Holiday; David 
Richmond; Nancy Couzzfns Page; Bob Hawk; Gary Parker; 
Ruth Raby ; Jerry Gross; Harl lyn Kruger; s·ue Thomas 
Lus ty; Gretchen Kiebler Coe_; Linda Hanson Al len; Sue 
Buys Spagnuolo; Car_gl Corp; Carolyn Phelps; Lois Col· 
I Ins; Judy Brainerd.; - ~g ie Ward lotre and Carol King. 
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