
STARTED DURING ILLNESS . 

Says Portrait Ability 
Is a God-Given Talent 

PREFERS PORTRAl'FS-A1th11ugb Joe Wheat do•s vari­
ous tyJJ.CS of painting, he says he prefers portraits. He is 
shown ,vith a painting of hls d~\ught~r, Kath)·, above, :lntl 
or fo1·mcr rtlichigan governor, G. Mennen WiUi:ims. 

BY MUS LEO J, HANSON bed. He did some paint Ing 
. . while convalescing. A f e w 

One of the friendl1est per- months later he was str'cken 
~ons in lhe Village of DcW!\t again and lh!s time was con­
is an engaging young fellow by fined to his bed tor six months. 
the name or Joe WhcaL He It was at this time urnt he 
has made quit,e a name for came to realize how many 
himself in the last few years friends he really had. J o e 
as a portrait p~ln•ter. says he wouldn't trade a smalr 

He was born 37 years ago in town and !ts friendliness r o 
Gleason, Tenn.; one or L he all or New York Cl~y. 
yom1ger members in a famUy • • 
or nine oblldren. His f:1ther died TllE WHE'1TS are members 
when he was 8 nnd at the age of the SI. Therese church and 
10 he wen:, to work in the [Joe painted -a iuil length pro­
fif>kia picking cotton and dig- 1rau of st .. Therese for t lt e 
glng potatoes. He snys he had Women's guild of the church. 
to work much harder than he He also painted a black pan• 
dots now. He worked behlnd ther on the high $'ChOOI gym 
the socta counter in a drug .:j!~re noor_. lhe DeWitt Athletes being 
to put himself through h t _g h kno-x-n a$ Slack Panthers. HE 
school. ddes some mural work an~ 

• • some. ~centc work but refers ----



1:- M f~EO J, IJ SON bed. H~ riicl ;son-11: paint in r. 
whiJ c con vale.scinE! . A e w 

. O?e of rl~,./r·endUest p~~- moi ths 1- ler he ,,- s str:r•ken 
. Ql'ls ~n the \ .• 1 ... :te O nc,~ !..~ ~gain and thLs Lin1e wn~ con. 
is ::ill engaglng Joung fellow by finecl u h!s beli for six tn :-iths. 
th n., ht - or ... lo~ \Vbe· t. I-le It was at · 1,1s U1ne hat lie 
has nn1.de qmte a nt1.n e. for C'ame to e Hze ho,,.. n ~ n _ -
hbn . .self In L~e l_ast fe,w Yt i-s r ·ends b~ •eally had. J O e 
aas a por rslt pn.1n .{:!', s~y~ tie .voitldn' trn<~i? ,sm·~ l' 

e was born ~7 years ago ln tuwn and its rle.adl1ne~s f o ' 
O ea.son. T nn.: one or h ~ ~ ll ot w or Jc City·. 

1 yot nger meinbers in a an :l.? * 
of llfilij ohlldren. •Ht ra:t I' died THE ll'H ~ rl' are mP.rr1'be:~ 
whe.!l he W9.s 8 and a~ the ag~ of tbe St. There5e church and 
10 he wen,•. to \VOtk 1n th,· Jne rn,:nt•: i · :! :i.U l~n th rn 1-

.flelds p ck!ns cot~a1 ~,nct dig- L1'aH of Sl. T nere.'j.e for t h c 
ging potatoes . He sa .. rs be Jacl ·wom,,.nJs uilci ur the r:burch. 
Lo wor!:: nn1ch llardct th:'ill hf: H~ also pair..tec:l a b)ack pan­
dof.S no,,-r:-. He '"'orkerl b[} 11nd t·1 1· on thf' ·,~nb S'Chnol y rn 
Lfie so<ia ecunter in a cru . :s~-:.ir~ 1~001\ the ne,vJ,t Athlete.5- being 
to pu hiniself th ough h i 1J l m -~·ri "f. B3a.r.k Pa 1 h ;-.;. -
sci ool. docs some n1u1·a! wo ·, 

~ s me :sc n:c ,;r;,nrk bu . r fers 
I . HE 1940'.s e spe. t two por ra.H work. s~rnc or r he 

year.s ·jn h.e us Arn1y, Orie of bctte known pcop1 th t hf} 
th4 .Se Years was spent in Oahu has p.a.hJerl i; re 0-. _ nnen 
Ha,,,-a,ii :lS zi.r llta y p~llce- V✓. IJ l t n and R y \V ! 11 1 rl m 
man. After cotJiple .ing setvfce r:oenigs1cnecl1~. 
ht 9i8 be rctu1· P.ci to G G-a · n. (J • 

BL LJ1g unable- to !and work here FIVE 1· · a weeJ:. ho pa!.r ,_.s 
h · c me to L 11sin wb 1·f.! hls .sifTn:!, ror Cer:.tra1 S:gn Co nµany 
olc!!cJ.· bl'Other.,, Cahrln, lived. in Lans~J g. 

Ho was :1vla'l· tn~l1·c-stt:d Ti1L· young 1i.t.l'st js nlo~ly 
1n drawing but as a child he scU~ aught but he as a 'rspar~-: ' 
nevcl' bad lh(: i 1 · CJ... n1oney U t any nun b z of ycnr~ or 
to do 2.11yU1Lng abou !t. In 195 • study couldn't g·ve hi1n. 
he took a cour 1J1 con-un 1·-
ch.d art and began t.o dra1iv in 
arne t.. He fiaid h':s ta.e:nt ls 

somettttng d od has given htm 
n'1 h intends Lo 1.1.se le ~o the 

be.st of his n bility . 
• 

ms Wft' ,. J El1:;;i;abeth 
na ive or l~st 1B"1-i' . Th -~, hu v ~ 
five chHdre:n~ Mar);: r 10, L:sa, 
~. J~ffe1'y-, "i. C:~ hy, 6, and 
bl hr Julie. 

""vc yer1rs. go J"o" ·~cri.zi1.t:: 
1ll with .rhellma~:c re ,•er a n d 
h d to spend n vc n :.in ths ln 



DeWitt's 'GP~ndma Moses' 
petite dynamo of energy 
BY MRS LEO J. HANSON 

D£WJTT- oewm has Its own 
answer I and we think a superior 
one, to Grandma Moses, in the 
person ot '.\!rs NeUie Boyd. 

At BB, Mrs Boyd is :~ 96-pound 
bundle of energy. She iS not only 
a ~ry t:i.Jcntcd artist and sculp­
tress Hut does all her own house- 1 

work (she llves alone),hasagar .. 
den anJ beautUUI lawns and flow­
er beds. · 

• • 
Sill!: DESIGNED ' and sculpted 

~he World War I soldier Mon­
ument on the l awn or the Amer­
ican Legion haH at Etttngham, 
Ill. u is a 6-foot ttgure ot a 
kneelln_g soldler holding the nag 
stalt of an American f'ltlg. She 
also sculpted an angel monument 
to mark her only son's grave In 
the DeWitt ccmeterv. She has 
done m:my smaller· pieces or 
~cu.Jpture which have been used 
for lamps, bookends and other 
item:;. 

Mrs Bo>·d was born ln Mt. 
Vernon, IU. and s'lartcd palnt­
lng ln oils at the age of 12. Ste 
had paintod in pastels tong before 
thi s. 

Mrs Nellie Boyd does a little 1·eminis­
clng as she stands before a p icture she paint­
ed when she was 15 years old- 73..y.ears_ago .. 
The canvas shows its a ge with checkmarks 
but the picture i s still colorfUI and attr active. 

• • 
WHEN I called on her she was 

bus ll y sketching ptctm·es of 
Mule- de-er that she pl ans 0 11 using 
tn :'l painting she ls doLng of Col­
orado. Her last prtinting, an 18by 
:u inch scone of Arizona has been 
purchased by "-{r an.9 Mrs Lee 
lluminell. rt took 166~ourstofin .. 
ish, 

Every dola.11 fn a Boyd painting 
must be perfect. She ~pends hours 
on one tear or one flower and she 
constantly u~es re!ercnce books 
to bo sure that the animals in her 
pictures are native to that part 
of the country and U1:1.t e'>·ery de­
l:itl js correct. 

• • 
OVER THE )·e-ars, she has 

given awoy 123 p ictures in ous, 
pastels and plaQt1es besldes the 
many she h~•s sold. Her biggest 
problem is that c>t never h~ving 
an)' of her later work on ha.id as 
someone always tal ks her out of 
it. Of each new painting she al­
ways says ' Thi~ one I am going 
to keep tor rnysel:t.• But it never 
ha,ppcms. 

years ago. They came to DeWitt 
to live because their son was an 
i nstructor at Lansing Business 
Univers ity and they wished to be 
near hlm. Both Mr Boyd and the 
son died several years ago. Mr s 
Boyd Ms one grandson, Ou1·wood 
Boyd, of East L:i.nsing ~ud three 
great-g-r:mdchildren Of whOfO 

she's '>'tffy proud. . . ~ 

SHE lS A tallhtul member Of tho 
DeWitt MoU10cUst church and 
many ot her ,paintings aro of a. 
rollglous theme. 

She finishes manyotthefrnmes 
she uses onherpa11lU11gsherscll. 

When I Jett her she was making 
plans to plant turnips, parsnips, 
r adishes and rutabagas 1n U1e IUU 
ot tho moon. 

Mrs BO)'d ts truly one o! tho 
"Grand Little Ladles• of DeWitt. 

~.£rs Bo)·d lived on a tarm ln 
southern nJinois with her hus­
b:'ind, John, untu they reth'ed IG a 


