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DEIVJTT - Capt. D avid 

SCoU. a veteran of the War 
or 1812, was one or those 
Daniel Boone types who didn't 
banker to have neighbors "loo 

close" - that is, within a 
dozen miles or so - whtc.h is 
how DilWilt came into exist­
ence. 

Seolt found New York slale 
too confining after the War or 
1812, so he moved on to Ann 
ArbOr. a brand-new frontier 

town, In llllS. Ann Arbor, in 
turn, became "too civiU1.ed,,. 
and in the spring or 1833. 
Scott picked his way up the 
Grand River Trail (parts or 
which slilJ exist as Round 
Lake Road) until Ile came lo 
a Chippewa Indian village 
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'S JlCYfEt--Capt. David Scott buill Utls hotel~ ealled ''Clinton Howie," between 1840 
llf42 and II becllme a social eenler or lh• vlllage. It burned 
I 

named Wabwahnasupu on the 
Looking Glass River. 
COST WAS J,OW 

The high ground overlook­
ing the Looking Glass was to 
be had at lillle cost from the 
rederal government Scott re­
tumed to Ann Arbor for his 
wife. Eunice, an<I children, 
David and Charles. In Septem­
ber, they loaded ox~n,drawn 
wagons with household goods 
and headed wcsl and north. 
taking a horse and 17 head of 
catUe. They forded rivers and 
drove through s,vamps, axle. 
de,,p, pilched their tents 
wherever night overtook them, 

On Oct 4, 1833, they ar­
rived at lheir homesite, to es­
tablish 1he first pemianent 
setUement in Clinton County 
- an e,1ent n1emd'rialized on 
a huge boulder in the old part 
of DeWitt Cemete11,. 

Throo lamilies or Indians 
welcomed the Scolt$, loaning 
them one or their wigwams 
untU the newcomers coukl 
build a log cabin on a site 
directly behind the present 
Municipal Building in Block 
41, Se<!tion 8. DeWitt Town­
ship. 
F IRST l>EATIJ 

Wline the Scolls were dwell­
in.g Jn this primitive bark 
babilalion, a party ol English 
travelers sought shelter while 
enroute to the village o! Grand 
River - laler. Portland. One 
of the members became UI 
and died. Re was buried in a 

SCOTT MEMORIAL - A 
mal'kcr with a plaque hon• 
orlng C..pl. David Seott, 
rounder or DeWlt~ Is IO<·ated 
tn the village cemetery. 
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~n Space Founded De Wit 
he coffin made of bark taken 

rrom the wigwam. This was 
the lirst recorded death of a 

k- white person in Clinton County. 
to Scott's acreage was consid~ 
1e er~ble. even for that day. He 
e- had acquil'ed 1,426 acres. How­
is ever. like the early cattlemen 
n, or the plain$. he had "open 
11• range." There wasn't a fence 
1n between Ms holdings and the 
Is Shiawassee River on the east 

and the · Grand · River on the 
~i south. with the resuJt that Ms 
<1 .,Pasture" comprised parts of 
>~ what later became Eaton, Jng. 
8 ham,. Clinton and Shiawassee 

counties. 
:• Roundup lime was just 
1,. about any time for Capt. Scott. 
1t Re spent a few interesting 
y days seeking out and roun<l• 
0 Ing up cattle whlch had strayed 
t south to a particularly 

dense section of forest In a 
, but bend or 1he Grand River 
: to the south or his homestead, 
s where there was no evidence 
J of habitation. 
e Less than a de<:ade , later. 
t the place where he found his 
< cauJe would beoome the site 

or Michigan's capital. 
ONCE COUNTY SEAT 

During the early years in De­
Wilt, the ScOtls had lo return 

t to Ann Arbor periodically for 
1 supplies. Then, In l839. he 

erected a rrame building (or a 
storeroom and gro<;cry and a 
"public houso'' or tavern. This 
landmark was kuown simply 
as "Scott's," but it led1 in 
184.0, lo the liUle community 
being sin~led oul as the gov­
ernmental seal or Clinton 
County. The first court session 
here was held Oct. 2. 1840. 
This structure was on the 

southeast corner or Bridge and 
Washington Streets. 

Sometime between 1840 and 
1842, Scott built a large hotel, 
the ';(:W)ton Rouse," on the 
southl!llh"oomer of Bridge and 
Main Stree1s. It became the 
social center or the commu• 
nity and is remembered by 
tnany living residents, ha\1ing 
burned In 19:IO. 

The boom in emigration up 
U1e Grand River Road from 
southeastern Michigan added 
Up to boom times for the lltlle 
village In the 1840s. The Grand 
River Road was a ruain-t:rav-
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elcd highway between Detroit 
and Grand Rapids. leading 
through DeWitt and I on i a, 
where the fooeral land office 
was located. Money from the 
lonla office, where settlers de­
posited cash ror land, was car• 
ried to Detroit via DeWitt in 
a wagon drawn by horses and 
guarded by soldiers. At De­
Witt, the money boxes wel"e 
unloaded an<! stachcd away In 
a barred room o( the hotel, 
with the soldiers stooping 
within ea5y range to prevent 
J)OSSible pilfering. 

Like many another M!chi-
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gan community, DeWitt put in 
ils bid !or the state capital in 
1847. But, unlike most, D<lWitt 
missed out by only one vote. 

Then. in 1857, the count~ 
seat was removed to the 
newer village of St. Johns, 
afler heated conlrovenJy. 

There are still traces or lhe 
pioneer village. At 102 Webb 
SL is the home 91 Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Klaver, a pio­
noor hostelry in the olden 
days, and the building that 
was the county i.U still stands 
al 206 E. Washington St. It 
became a dwelling in 1862. 

ONCE A JAIL-The attractive home ol Mr. and"'"'· Thomas Tilford al 206 E. Washington St 
was once (he DeWitt Jail. Irons lhal he.Jd pri~,men:; tan still l:,e seen fr• the ba,;t-ment (State 
.Journal Photos) 


