
His Life Has C1ianged 

De Witt Youth's Research Lauded 
8)' FAYE HANSON wt1ntcd to link their name with Fan mall comes, one supposes. 

State Journal Special Wrttcl' a royal name. when an enthusiastic boy Uke 
, Of all letter,; received. only Becker looks up kinfolk in Con• 

. DEWfIT - Stanl~y Be-cker s three have come from fellow nccticuL in 1790, and traces his 
J1£e has c.han~ed eomnderably. teen-agers. P hilip Horne, of Val- family through ancient Irish and 

. At Jeast
1
• smce a slory abou halla, N.Y .• sent one. Both cor• Gaelic kings. 

Jum and his genealogy research respond regularly now. . It's all in the ramily tree. 
last April appcal'ed in '!'he State 
:foumal, and later was released 
b.y The Associated Press. 

Becker. 15, has been swainped 
by Lettct-s rrom an o,1cr thr. na• 
Uon and 111any foreign coontrles 
as a result or the. published 
story. 

A j u n i o l' at DeWitt High 
School. Becker began tracing 
his (omii>' 1 rec four years ago. 
and wenl back man)' centuries. 

His studies took him to ceme• 
tel'ies in New York state, courl. 
houses. Jil)rarjes, an 1604 Bible. 
and family papers in his bid fol' 
facts, He turned up some im­
pressive anceslors. lncluding 62 
conUrmaHons that he is a de­
scendanl or Charlemagne, iu1d 
a seventh cousin of P resident 
FrankUn D. Roosevelt. 

Becker has rcceh1ed letters 
from 1ong,mo\1cd aren residenUi 
askin~ for infornration about 
their ancestors in this neighbor­
ing village. AmOt'lg his corre­
spondence h~we been con1,,:ratulu• 
tions from genealogists around 
the country. " genealogy mo.ga• 
zine. the Republican St a t e 
Ccnlr'dl Cornmittoe. nnd even a 
servlt'eman in Germany who 
rend the stor;r in lhc famed 
"Suirs a.nd Stripes" new$p.aper. 

A common question asked the 
Y(lung researcher is: How does 
one ueL started in genealogy? 
DeWitt ll!gh SC h O O I mhneo· 
~raphed a µaper Sec k er au• 
thored, cnUtlctl, "'l'hc Love or 
Gencalo~y." sent w all inter­
ested wl'itcrs. 

A ·Mr. C "rig ~ s of A)tamonl. 
N.Y .. w1•<,l(• Bcckc.r and oHel'cd 
~o pay hinl to search £or his 
fam\1)1 ~ncestry, while o l her 
letters came rrom J'>COpla who 
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SELECl'lNG 8EEF FOR OX-ROAST-What appenr to be meal inspector,; chcckfng a locker 
or bwl actually are ll<>Wltt ox-roast workers picking out meat ror the arumal restlval. Left 
to rlgbt are Ed Tudor, Olin I!Uls and Dale l'nrht1I selccting some or tllo l,ecl lhat w\U be 
s,,r,·cd at u,e Saturday event, Tl1e DoWIII Ox-Roast will start nt 10 a .m, wJU, a parade and 
will include a clown band, pony l)u.lliPSt OOl'lteSt. an art show and rides. (Slate Journal .Photo 


