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DeWitt Church Hos Been House of Worship for 115 Years 

After 115 Years of Worship, 
DeWitt Church Still Grows 

< 

By FAYE HANSON . 1111/ and decHcation. The church the New Hamp.Shire articJes of 
St.ale Journal Special Writer prospered and grew to. 160 me.m• ((i ilh. · 

• bers, and then went mto a de- Tl d. ,· 1· , Id h •di , 1 DEWT'ry" - The large whiteJc1inc. On March 22, t8'~, the 1e 1sc1p me \\OU m > X! 

frame building al the corner oflchurch · was reorganized under tolerated today. The. early rec. 
Jefferson and Bridge Streets, Ord$ te)J of a com1mUee whos 

hi h · ncw·,t I ch 01 .,.,.... purp0se was to call on members 
w c gn-cs 1 a ou r, once a month to inquire into 
New England, has been a house their spiritual well being and lo 
or worship !or U5 )'ears. invesUgate any report or anyone 

Not only is the architocture of doing anything unbecoming to 
the DeWitt Community Church a Christian. 
typcial or 1he New Eng.land There is a record of one cou-
countryside, but in bygone years pie being removed from the 
the rol es or the congregation church rolls for the un-Christian 
were almosl as strict as lhose Ill&'~ act of quarreling. 
of the Puritans. REMODELED IN 1921 

The church was buill. 10 serve 
the local Buptists, but in later 
years became interdenomina­
lional. 

The congregation was organ. 
faed in lSlO, but there were i10 
funds in the new $tttleruent to 
buiJd a church. Meetb1gs v.-ere 
held in homes or in the school. 
Then on Sept. I, 1851, the con­
gregation moved to buHd a 
church. Early- records show the 
following action; "resolved that 
in our judgmenl it is time to 

_ ..... ,,,._,,..,,,o:u!l..,,·d0an,.d build a m0<1t· 

'f11e building was remodeled 
and rededicated in 1921. A base­
men( was added al Ulat time. 
Complete reeords ol the remod• 
eling were 1 .. 1 in the DeWilt 
lire of 1929, The Re,·. G. s. 
NorU1rup was pastor al the time 
of the ffre. 

When tbe Methodist Church 
urned in the spri•g or 1928 
he.ir congrcgalion was in\rited to 

rship in the church. 
A federated c h u r c h was 

iormed, but lasted only a year. , .. ..___,_ • .._ _ ____ . _ _ _ : __ ..,_....,._ _ ---'!-



After 115 Years of Worship, 
DeWitt Church Still Grows 
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BUILDING FUNDS NEEDED-DclVilt's Memorial Building Is being enlarged, ancl the ex• 
terlor work bas J>een completed, but addilional funds art needed to complete the project. The 
building houses the library and ls a community meet-Ing center. (State Journal Photo) 

De Witt Memorial Building 
Project Needs Donations 

By FAYE HANSON brary and a center ror social ll when Mr. and Mrs. William 
. and club meetings. The shall Rogerson o!Cered two lols across 

Stale Journal Special Wnler has ))ccn finished and !he roor from the present junior h i g h 
DEWl'IT - The Men1otial f"m~~ed, but runds are ex• school on Washington Street lo 

Building is DeWitt communHy's laus · a library site. 
unrinlshed business. TICKETS FOil B1.0CKS The library, located over th 

Since its ooginning prior to old lire station was stsrted b 
World War II, the Memorial 1·he building committee, ask· (he De\Vill Ch;ic Club in 1934. 
BuiJding h~s been a ~om_munHy lng for , ~onatl_ons to t.>on,pJctc Need for new quarters was evi 
proJecl, bulil and mruntamed by !he add•~••• ,. selllng ltckels denl. and the land was donated, 
donallons and volunteer labor. for concrete ,blocks. As • part providing the Civic Clul> coul 

With an expao!ion prog~ or the campa1~, the comm.1Uee raise money for the buiJding, 
under way, the bml,dlng com~11t• Vjlll uwatd • tt:•P "' Hawalt for '.)'he war hailed building plans, 
tee is again seeking ~ontn bu- ,v? ol thc contributors, , but alter lhe fighting ended the 
tions to complete the proJect. 1 he current fund rats1ng plan project was continued with the 

A two-story acklilion will pr(Hls a continuation Of the. efforts additional fu?ed for a community 
vide new quarters for the li•hhat started prior to World War meeting place. A memorial to 

U1e men and women of lhe com• 
munit~• who had scn1ed their !)a· 
lion was proposed. · 

Mrs. E.arl Pierson, assistan1 
librarian, icisucd a call on Oct 
16, l!M5, [or two 1·c1,resentatlves 
of every organization 1n DeWitt 
Township to discuss the project. 
L. J . Griswold presided at this 
meeting which launched the Me• 
motial Building. 

Mrs. l!owurd Walker, llbrari• 
an. explained the Idea or lhe 
Civic Club, and Mrs. P. J, Car• 
ris told or the need or a recrea• 
lion room for youn11 people ol the 
community. 
$1,000 PLEDGED 

Mr. and Mrs. Verne Walker 
pledged ,1,000 to starL the build• 
ing fun<i and the idea grew wit~ 

.. t ani1.ations wor}ang on th, 

~~ .... _._........,, __ ,.... ------



Mr. and Mrs. Verne Walker 
pJedied $1.000 to start the build· 
JD/I fund and the idea grew wit 
4.,; ~•ganJl',(II Ion~ "'"°l"k.t.Og on tll 
campaign. 

The residents fo1-n.1ed a non­
ptoflL organiz~tion to bulld and 
maintain the s t r u c tu re and 
named their group the Memorial 

ssoclaLion. 
An ox-toast was held in the 

fall or 1946 and it has beoome 
an annual event to provide funds 
for the building. Jack Lennc• 
man and Don Recd were princi­
pal chefs and became known as 
the "barbecue kiclgs"' of Central 
Michigan, In 1 a t e r years, Eu• 
gene Coin and Norman Savage 
took o\1er cooking duties. 

The original building lncorpo­
rators were: L. J, Griswold, 
J. B. Vincent, Leo Spayde, Leon 
Bli,iard. MIidred Carris. Hazel 
Norris, Mr. and Mrs. Wtlllam 
Rogerson and Verne Walker. 

They appointed tho following 
board members: Herbert Hardi· 
ko. Merle Walker, Donald need, 
Carl Petorson, Evelyn Curren, 
Allen Jl"oy, Herbert Fizzell, 
James Brill and Russell Sibley. 

The building was opened !or 
partial use at the 1947 ox roasl 
and was dedicMcd at the an• 
nual event in 19!$. 

A b~onze plaque plt1Ced in the 
lobby by DeWl(L .Bluc Siar Molh­
ers reads: "Lovingly dedicated 
to the men and women who 
served in alf branches of mili­
tary services and to those wh 
gave their Jives for their country 

Vincent Paul Lerg1 Lc\ViS S. 
PhiUips Jr., Don Ingalls, Francis 
Richmond. Russell R. Rlbby, 
Earl Benson and Richard Pike." 

NO COMPENSATION 

The Memorial Board works 
without compensation to keep 
the bulldin;t cquJpped and ready 

. ror banquets, rectptions, mcet­
ing.s tmd parlies Ufid as o head• 
quarters Cor U\e Boy Scouts and 
o t h e r organir..a.Uons. Present 
me m b c rs arc: Earl Coryell, 
Ronald Mull, Joseph Hennigan, 
rumour !(night, DaJe Farhat, 
Jim Decatur. Ed Tudor. Llovd 
Ballard aoel Rohert Taylor. · 

The builcllng has grow.n in 
popularity and as the lown grew 
the structure needed lo be ex• 
pnnded. The IJbrary now is 
crowded and w\ll be mo,•ed into 
the present mee.ling rooros. The 
new section. when completed. 
wm have additionol space for 
dances and me-etings, but now 
is listed among the community's 
un[ini.,;:herl hui.itw."5L 


