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l'MULIAR S!Glll'-A familiar sight to DeWitt residenl• is Glenn "Dutch" llaltennan, 
shown here tn his helmet and coat and ahoul to enter a pumper truck. Ha1Wm1an has been 
a DeWill fireman for more lhan 50 years and the dcparlmeot chlcr since 1936. (Stale 1our­
nal l'holo) 

DeWitt Chief Furnished Own Bucket in 1915 

Halterman Fireman 50 Years 
• 

By FAYE HANSON he joined the DeWitt bucket worst !ires. There was the blaie 
Slate 1ournal Specllll Wrl(er brigade. Each fireman then had in 1930 Utat destroyed much of 

, " to furnish his own bucket, but the business district, and one in 
DEIVl'l'l' - Glenn 'Dutch e1•entuaUy lhe deparlmenl oould 1928 that razed U1c Melhodist 

Halterman bought himscir a a/ford a hand,pulled chemical Church. Aller that came (he 1936 
bucket and became a fireman wagon. lire lhat ruined Ute high school. 
In 1915. Today, tho DeWitt depar~ncnt and in May of 1955 (he roaring 

Now, 0\1cr a half-century later, has two modem pumpers, a wa- fire that destroyed Lhe elevator 
1]allennan, 65, is still fighting tcr tanker and an inhalator. Last at the edge or town. 
fires in the DeWitt area where year a $2.000 1'l'0•Way radio sys• He became a..islant chief in 

· be has been chief of the depart, lcm was added. 1926 and chief in 1936. Ir i·ou 
incnt since 1936. Through the years Halterman want to be technical you could 
~ Hallerman was just 15 when has fought some or the town's sa)' he. has been chief of 1he De­

Witt department only since .Jan• 
uary, because on that date the 
organization changed rem a 
township to a city department. 
8111 ii has Ute same manpower, 
$lime equipment and still serve~ 
hall of lhe township. 

Halle1man has no monopOly 
on lire lighting iu his ramUy. 
He ls the oldest of three gener• 
ations on the department. His 
on-in-lnw, Art Ne"man, Is an 

lstaot chief, and his grand-
~ n. Brent Newman, ls a regu• 
ar llreman. Lottis Nabberfeld 
r. is lhe other as;sistant chief. 
The chief is a barber and his 

hop ls "1Utin sight or the Sta• 
ion. l\Iany of his customers 
ave been left half-shaved 01· 
all•barbered when the siren 

sounded. The late Fred Tucker 
on«i remarked he had never 
been left in the ch a I l' by 
"Dutch, 0 but within rour months 
after making that remark he 
was abandoned three times when 
Uto sound of the siren turned 
Ute barller inlo a fireman. 



'.I DI!: ~ • I ~ iJUIJ n. "1i I n Lirs;, l"CD. i;"t 
LOI 1111.,, Micr,1!;111.n 

Mrs. Lorena Sharp: 38 Ye~us a Teache.-

DeWitt Teacher 
' 

Quite Versatile 
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] :: 1:1, • UN l tllllil r ~o De\'ilill in Hl.37, .she. 

Stale ournal .. peelgl flrruer tau_ght U1r ~ , al":5 a l UJen 
r . _ "ch ol in Gratiot Coun tr, ancl 

DIE'\' I'l'T-Durmg JR years as six aL Wheeh1r. 
• t eaeh r, J s. 1.m·. ~u~ • hll 11l- \Ii h u~ at w h _;elcr ~he began 
has e~~ed a reputa Ll~ !or her demonfi L ra1 in1:r her ver.s.atili l~f by 
vc ~a 11 11 y Bll'ld , hiJJ'.'i e;n ncd he ~~n 111g par- unu?: as princ·~~aJ 

1 

res t.~ of pupils unrl patents and coac'hill Lh ~1!l·b;, brr.ske-t .. , 
for two genera tions . OHII Leahl~ 

lni. ShtirJl ha~ h en .a le~~h- TH F.f, G .. 1 E l. BS 
er at I.he IJei\YJU Juruor High · · . . 
St'.!hooT lor _ :,rea1·s. Prjor to Ar1,~ ro 25 Y~rs. Jn DeW1I 

she directed Lhe 1um or and ~~Ill• 
io[' high &iris' gl~ c1u~. in L1ddi­
tion Lv her ·htsroom acti vit;e;;;_ 

1 brou~houl her can?L~ , .. 1 r · I 110, 
lcaehers h t;1 noted lhe res;p,ec 
;7t.J r . s:J=t-L rp has received frcm1 
her (]Upils and lhc1 r p1-1 ~rits 
and Jl~ ,u·t1E:!'rl. i;-JJlrnospherc or 
h r cJa · room. despUc the rac1 
her stt1den~ ~ al' ,i,!C i\· teen­
agers. 

s, Sba rp never kcp L cotm1. 
' of lhe num~r oI ~tudenl.s ~he 
hc1s l.awdi. ~ but figures there 
have hre111 J ·sc1/erB.I 1 hll)U$n111ltt tt 
She is nu¼i' I ~ t.:l'u second ren• 
enaoon t•1lil1c in De iU .. 

lYhen not ·n the el ssr-0ffn • 
.rrs. Sha ·p kP~lJS bus al her 

home, 4lf5 ,v. A'lain St., wher,c 
shr!' Jives with her lnl! 1 ·inti. La-
Vem. She f in · ,~ k1xal~on ·nit­
t h1g, r)J<3)1Il~ he piano 01· on IJie 
goU lin~..s~ antl wiU1 ltc L" lhrce 
,gtandchild1·en. twin..~ 1-!:.ir.s.11::1 and 
i1:anha Brt1inard ,,md • hr i r 
htothcr. Ladd . Tl,eh" 01□ther1 
fiilrs. R iebard. H rdi nti nl. is sec• 
~ela.Lj,T a Hid h ,~h huMJI. 
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Township OK 
Given, Budget 
Of $203,483 

l'ly FAYE HAN.JiON $1,500; clerlcal hire $3,600; omce 
State Journal Spec13-1 Writer iequi1nnent $11000: supervi,sor ex­

pense $1,000; higl1way eon tract$ 
DcWIIT- A J,ulfget or $203,• $21,600; road _repair $10,000; 

4$3.41 was adopt~r /or De\Vlt cemetery $11,000; !ire depart­
. ownship Saturday night at the ment and water $13,500; police 
annual township meeLing. d e part ment $8,500; library 

T1le financial action was parl $2 000· delinquent tax: retuni to 
f a two.hour meeting that a lso th~ cOunty ireasurer $4,000; and 
aw residents complaining about 111iscellancous $4,000. 

road condition$, particularly on n1e clerk's report showed a 
ebb Road. . balance or $118,483.41 and when 
The fact tlie township show_ed residents Que$tioned this, U,ey 
balance last year_, along w1t~ were advised the money is a 

rought somep rotcsts from res!- ••cushion" in the event of unan­
rouvht some pt·otests b·om res1- Utipated expenses. 
lents who felt more m one Y After hearing the budget, par­
houJd ha\re been allocated ro1· ticuJarly the amount set aside 

road repair. . for repair, citizens questiont'1'.d 
The l>udgcl Qrcakdown ts as the new items of clerical .hire 

follows: co n l i n gencies $112,- and supervisor expense, Some 
183.41; supervisor $7,000; clerk, s:i,eakers said more money 
$6,000; board meeting expense, should have been allotted for 

ooad repair, where $10,000 was 
earmarked. 

At Lhe las1 regular meeUngJ 
ccsidents complained tllat Webb 
and Dill Roads were in J)()Or 
shape. They wel,'e told there was 

t enough money a\laiJablc to 
urface 1hein and anyU1lng short 
f reconstl'uction would only be 
empararlly ellectlve. 
This was repeated Saturday 
hen Supr. Oliver S. Angell said 
e roads should be re<.'Oflstrucl• 

:id. He also reminded residents 
1al septic tank.c; flow into a 
rain field which goes along 
ebb Road. causing muddy con­

ditions. 
Dale Hines of the Lake Ge­

neva Subdivision complained o( 
rubbish being dum~d in a grav• 
e l pil near the subdivision. He 
said papers from U1e pil arc 
blowing into the yards of homes 
at Lake Gcne\la. 

The ciUtens were advised lhat 
under the new frre. ordinance, 
ll>urning permits will he needed. 
:Residents south or C!ark Road 
may obtain thcjr permils from 
the township fire department at 
Valley Farms, and those north 
or Clark Road from lhe DeWitt 
city de a 


