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l>EWl'M' ARTIST-Joe Wheat, sell-taught BeW!tt arli.lL l.!I sholl'il with 11\1) of his most re­
cent paintings, a water color of U.S. Sen. Robert Kennedy and an oll or the late President 
Kennedy. (State Journal PhofD) 

Self-Made Artist 
refers Portraits 
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Self-Made Artist 
refers Portraits 
By F J\ , HJ NSO never hmi the tin1e nor money 

State Journal peclal Writer to pnril.11.;1 hJs int,erest Born in 
DEWJ'rr - Joo \V.lu~at, who GleasQD, Tenn., he ·as ono o 

feels bis talent with ithe brush the younger members in a Jam 
is God-given, is Ia.d becoming iry of nine childJen. His f ath 
l"ecognil.00 n.-s ~r :portrait artist,. died when he was aight and 

But to use thts abi.W>. Wh~at~ Wheat went to work in tb8 felds, 
'39, has had to Of&f COme a oon- picking L'Otton and rliggitlg 
st.ant series of obi:;tacJes. De- takles to help ha mathor mak 
spikl _tho ban1~:r&. he h~s :wpent a living. Re worked bthmd a 
all Ills_ hee 11me: at hJS easel sooa counter to pul himse1f 
a~d ~1 s. latest ieff orts 31~ , an 'Ulrmrgh high school and tben ml p 1111mg o Uie ~ate Pre.s1d<mt spenL , 0 years m lhe Anny 
Kennedy a1 td fl 11i ater color of as a mili aJ'jl pt)livema11 . 

Sen. Robert Kenne ~\ l 'henever he had a"" ehanc-e. 
LACKED Til:IE, 0 EY Wht!'nt picked up his brush ancl 

Wheat }1as wways been in- painted, teaching mmse1f as he 
tm-estcd in art, but a,s a ~hild worked. His onlr· training was 

- a comm~rciaJ arl ~ in 191i4. 
e miic:1 bl~ t.-ilent is God-given 

a.11tl be will use it to tlte best 
of hi.s ability. 
ILLNESS BIT HDI 

Then in lmatl.60 troubl.e hi 
again and he spent 11 months 
in bed because 1of theu:maUc 
rever. Wnjle convalescio he 
spent m8lily hours palnLing. 

Vr'he:it does some. scen~s and 
murals~ but he prefel"s 1xu·. 
raits. Oth~r well known per­

sons he has painted ace fom1er 
Gov. G. M~unen Wi1 Iiams and 
lhc Rev. \Vin.tam Koenigsknecht 
of St Therese Chureh. l\nbeat 
also did a full length paint.in,: 
of St, TfH~tesc for Ute \Vomen•s 
Guild of 1hc eh LLrdJ. 

Mm"Iicd amt the father o.r five 
ehUdren~ ,~·heat lives at 605 
Birclnwood SI " DeW"itl. Dw-ing 
Ui.e week he is a painter for 
a ~ocal sign comp.any .. 
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DcWitt's Grange Holl, one of community's oldest buildings, is up for sale. 



100-Year-Old Hall 
Offered for Sale 

By FAYE HANSON membership has dwin<IJed fro s~,te Journal Special Wri!cr a high or m members in 19 
to only a hand£ul today. 

DJ::WJ'IT - One or DeWltt's To continue using the builcUn 
oldest building, Ille Grange Hall, the Grange would have to hav 
ls for sale. a new ~-ell and hook into th 

Over 100 sears old, the frame city sewer system, and mem 
building has been u,e home or bers feel their organiuition i 
DeWitt Grange 459 since 1875, no longer large enough to war, 
one year after the-local chapter rant the expense. Oscar .tohn­
of I.he organization was rom1ed. son ls grange master and meet­
Prior to that it was Woodn111's ings are held 1n the Memorial 
carpenle,i shop. Building. 

The llding has been put on At one tlmo there was a 
the arket hecaus Grange stable at the rear of the hall to 

house the horses of members o 
meeting nlghls and those o 
townSpeople who used the build 
ing !or various fl,Ulctions. 

Gasoline lights were inslaJI 
in 1005 and electricity was in 
stalled in 1914. 

Through !he years the Grange 
llall has been a center of com 
munity activity and figured in 
the history or DeWitt. It was 
damaged in 1928 when fire de­
stroyed the adjacent Methodist 
Church, and in 1936 when the 
DeWitt Public School burned the 

flower floor of tho Grange Hall 
Jwas rented for classl'ooms until 
the new school was built. 

The hall has been tented by 
various groups, The Lady Mac­
cabees used it at the tum or, 
the century, and It has been 
the scene of \\---eddlng receptions, 
was loaned to churches ror va­
cation Bible school, was used 
ror card parties, and at least 
one funeral was held there. 

The future late of !ho hall ls 
oot known. 

DeWitt Wins 
Top Ratings 

DEW ITT - DeWitt High 
S<:hool's band Saturday pre, 
sented the director, Robert Ber­
ube, a larewell gift in Ille rorm 
of two first division ratings In 
the State Band Feslival at Flint. 

Berube has announced he will 
step down as director at the end 
of the school ye.at, after 16 years 
with the DeWitt schools. 

Saturday his bandsmen won 
a first division ratings in con~ 
cert woi:J< and in sight reading. 

The band qualified for the 
stale festival by rating high In 
the regional competition in Mid, 
land in March. 


