


The DeWitt Public Library was established in 1934 by Mrs. Mildred
Carris, with the books donated by members of the now defunct DeWitt Civic

Club. The first hame of the library was in the back of the old Post Office.

Mrs. Carris served as the first librarian without pay. The Civic Club
"later took on the library as a project and provided funding for new books

and shelving.

In 1940 Mr. & Mrs. William Roguson donated land on West Vashington for
the site of the new library. They later agreed the land could be used for

"a Comminity Bullding as long as it contained the Library.

Following World War II the DeWitt Memorial Building was bullt and the

library moved into its new room in 1849,

In the 1960's when the present meeting hall was added the library moved

into its present quarters.

The library became a district library in 1962 when the City and Township
agreed to support such an establishment. Funds for the Vailey Farms Branch
Library Building and the stocking of the library were provided by the existing

Hbrary in the City of DeWitt.
The Township provided the land and sewer connecticn for the building.

The Valley Farms Branch moved into its new quarters in the DeWitt Township

Hall previously the (Valley Farms School) in December of 1981.







MICHIGAN Junepi W, FLaN i
LAKGING, LiAdisia s
STATE SOARD FOR LIBRARIES

BTATE AID YO PUHELIC LIBRARIES . X
Mun, FroueEser H. BEAING

LANSING 13 FLascra b

M, Mooy I Haciiis i
LGrAND RArins 7

Mun. Guonues i, Hosg e
HT- J6ANg, VIOKUN Aidla

M&y 27 3 194:7 SN Hurnny WanN e

HKIM s16LER BATTLY $F K

GOVERNON Mus, Lovrwca I3 Fyax

LANINU B, NGt an T

Mrs. Mildred M. Carris, Librarian
DeWitt Public Library
DeWitt, WMichigan

Dear Mra. Carris:

The State Board for Libraries encloses a check as final
payment on the General Library Fund grant for which your
library qualified this year according to the reguirementas of
the 8tate Aid Law. The amount of thig check ig as follows:

Population Per Capita Amount Final

1940 Federal Census Rate Payment
DeWitt twp. 3,210 30.0619 $198.70

Less: first paym~.at 64.20 $134.50

Due to an 1ncrease in the population served by the
libraries qualifying for the General Library Fund this year,
the per caplta rate 1s slightly lower than last year.

May we remind you that the grant should be gpent promptly.
It may be used for any purpose except the erection or remodel-
ing of a building, purchase of sites or the payment of prin-
cipal or interest charges on any indebtedness.

An annual appropriation for aid to local libraries for
1947-48 is being favorably considered by the Legisglature, now
in segslon. After the appropriatlon is made, the application
blanks for the 1947-48 General Library Fund grants will be
gent. We trust your library will qualify agaln for a grant
from this fund.

Will you please arrange with your local newspaper to
announce the receipt of this grant and include any item of
particular interest as to how you plan to use the money or
other news about your library. We shall greatly eppreclate
1t if you will send us & clipping of the news release.

Sincerely yours,

Ef:hg Fudocia Stratton, Director
Enc. : State Aid to Public Libraries
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February 9, 1949

Mrs, Mildred M. Carris, Librarian
LeWitt Public Library
DeWitt, Michigen

Dear Mrs. Carria:

Congratulationa on the opening of your new library,.
I know & lot of plenning and work has gonse into the
finished product end hope that it meets all your
expectations.

I am gorry I will be unable to attend the Open

House, but will be looking Torward to seeing the
library the first chance I get. Deat wishes,

Sincersely yours,

Grace Ashby Burgett (Mrs,)
Public Library Consultant

GAB:GB
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Mrg. Mildred M. Carrig, Librarian
DeWitt Publie Library
DeWitt, Michlgan

Dear Mra. Carrla:

The Bte*z.Board for Libraries encloses a check as final
payment on the General Library Fund grant for the year ending
Junes 30, 1949, in accordance with the requirements of the State
Ald Law. The amount of this check 1s as followa:

"Population Per Capita Amount; Final
1240 Federal Census Rate o Payment
DeWitt Twp. - 3,210 $0.0698 $191.96 o
Less: first payment 96.30 $£96.66

The giight decrease in the per capita rate for the General
Library Fund ia duie to an increase in the populaiion served by
the libraries qualifying for the General Libracy Fund this year.

A grant from the General Library Fund is to help & library
Increase and extend its services. It may be ugad for any pur-
pose except the erection or remodeling of a buz}ding, purchacse .

of sitesg or the payment of principal or intercc’ charges on any
indebtedness. The grant should be used promptly.

As you know, the 1949 legislature passed amendments to the
state aid to libraries law which make important changes in the
qualificetions required during the coming year. Ag soon as the
amended law becomes erfective, we will send you full information,

There is every indication that an appropriation for grants
for the year 1949-50 will be available. It 1g expected that
the amount will be slightly less than for the present year.

Sincerely yours,
bf“’) .
N QF fﬁj o L/{S //L’j s

LDF:hg Secretary
Enc.
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Mra. Wildreq Carris
DaWitt, Michigan

Degr Fre, Carrig

Recently the merbers of the library bourd for
Dewintta Foblic Library sent iu fthelr reuvigpaticn.
A new board was sppointsd ana the firsat raesting
war Lold Lédember 27, 1648 al Lhe bseorizl Puilding.
Ab thas neeting, & new livrarian and aseistant
Librerien ware hired. They were rolifi-d and have
eacurtad the positions,

Thig Letter 1 to srxpreep cor apprecietion as
vepivaeatotives of Letitt Lpy o carrounaing ecrrunitiaa
oYy yOousr Lany yeirme of Loyel seyvige (o the peconle
ad B OTWL Lea,

We woula Iike, 11 the fulture, Lo ba able to
gall on vou for your eesistengs. A0 we sTe an in-~
gkperisncad gZrop, w2 gry 2oL 0 acad help, We
want to corntinue, in the goms degred, the exgellent
servige which vou have fYounded,

Thank you again for your meny years i loyalty.

Youra sinseeiuly,










; Know Your lerary

This is the first in a serfes of
articles pertaining to the DeWitt
Public Library and it’s functions.
A library to serve the needs of
DeWitt families and the surround-
iing community was deemed a
tworthy project by the members of
i the DeWitt Womans Club. At their
‘fall meeting in 1933, Mrs, P. J.
Carris was appeinted chairman of
the library committee. Under her
idireetion, a hopse to house cam-

conductad
residents

and many
responded generousiy.

such favorites as Zahe Gray's
“Riders of the Purple Sage", “Call
of the Wild" by Jack London,
Herold Bell Wright's “Winning of
Barbara Worth” as well as
Louisa May Alcott series.

building which now houses
 LaVerne Beauty Shop.

Mrs, Sadie Trumbzall and Mrs.
Carris volunteered their services
as librariang, and with the assist-
ance of other members of the
Womang’ Club, the DeWitt Public
Library leaned its first books on
February 9, 1934, Extra duties of
§ the librarian, in addition to loan-
ing books, included dusting of the
{books and shelves, tending to the

which Mr. Carris bad sterted the
fire during his noon hour), and

way.

Thus came about the establish-
ment of the DeWitt Public Library,
opened to the public two after-
noons each week, with a collection
of 400 books, a staff of two librar-
ians and 40-50 registered borrow-
ers, — Mrs. Rhods Plerson,

paign for donations of books was |
interested |’

Among the books received were|

the

Library Quaerters were secured '
in the rear of the old post officel’
the

sweeping the library and the walk- |

{ stoking of the heating stove (in o

[

—-

Know Your Library
(Part 2)

. The DeWitt Public Library con:
'tinued functioning in the rear of

‘the Post Office building until it
outgrew it's guarters, A new loca--

tion was found on the second floor
of the old fire hall, a building then
located between the DeWitt Phar-
macy and Reed’s Foodland. The ap-
proach to the library, a steep flight
of steps on the outside of the build-
ing, made 2 hazardous climb for
older patrons and children. How-
ever, the library econtinued to
grow., Mrs. Max Smith succeeded
Mrs. Trumball and Mrs. Gladyvs
Walker and Mrs, Alice Hewlitt were
added to the library staff.

In 194% an arrangement was
made with the General Telephone
Company whereby the DeWitt
iPublic Library might use their va-
cated quarters, the building now
'known as Bob’s Barber Shop. Act-
ing on the suggestion of consult-
ants from the Michigan State Lib-
rary, o Library board was organiz-
ed. Funds were provided by the
Village Council and the librarians
jwere granted a wage of 25 cents

I per hour. New books were purchas-

ed and the number of borrowers
move than doubied. A prevision
was made enabling rural teachers
to borrow books on a six-weeks

floan,

With the sale of this building, |
the DeWitt Wom=zns Club again
faced the problem of providing a

‘Inew location for the library. By
‘Feoincidence,

word was received

from the Nationzal Federation of

| Women’s Clubs suggesting that or-
't ganizations desiring to honor the

local service men provide a living
memorial. It was decided that a,
building to be used as a meeting’
place for clubs and societies and to
provide a reereation center for the:
people was a much needed facilityi
for the community. :
Through the cocperation of the
clubs and organizations in DeWiit,,
funds were raised through private:

‘] donations and yearly homeeomings.
itIn 1948 the Memorie! Building was

erectad and the library was moved
to its present location. — Mrs
Rhoda Pierson.

j

!
i

Friday, February &, 1963

i Know Your Library
(Part3)

Sinece its' inception in 1934, De-
Witt Public Library became an in-
tegral part of the DeWitt commun-
ity. Being located aeross from the
High School has made it a mejor
source for reference materinl as
iwell as reereational reading for
the students and teachers,

A program for servicing schools
outside of the village was started
in 1981, whereby loans of 30 books
per room was delivered to each
school in DeWitt township., These
books were exchanged every six
weeks and new loans provided
throughout the school year.

Ministers &nd members of re-
ligious scecleties have found valu-
able help from a Ilarge colleetion
of religious books owned by the

{library, including a set of the In-

1terpreter’s RBible.

Every summer children of ele-

mentary school age look forward
to a oprogram of reading end
games provided by the Story Hour
program,
' A record coliection has been es-
 tablished by the library that is
‘loaned to the public on the eame
basis as a book loan, The latest
addition to this collection is a set
of Shakespearean dramas, Maga-
zines are also & part of the loan
‘eystem.

By special request, books not
owned by the DeWitt Library msay
be procured from the Michigan
Btate Library as well as records,
films and pictures.

An art exhibit of loeal talent
wag spongored by the Hbrary in

tAupgust of 1960. It has since be-

come a part of the annual
Roast and Homecoming.
With all of these free services
available, are you missing out by
not taking advantage of them? If
you are 2 resident of DeWitt Town-
ship, vou are eligible to become a

Ox

‘registered borrower, or for a fec

of %1.25, library cards mey be se-
cured by families residing outside
of the township,

— Mrs, Rhoda Pierson.
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Friday, February 15, 1963

(Paﬂbﬁ} Library bas
DeWitt Public 11

gr’(I)‘g; in exceptionally large
strides in the last 12 years, In com-
paring statistics of the 1982 an-
nugal report to the State Library

Know Your _Li'bral'Y ‘
l
|

St those of the 1950 TEpOTY, the

?oillowing facts were ascertained:
1950 1962 '.

Township Pop. 4000 7621 :
Reg. Borrowers 840 138,_1
No, of Volumes 2578 3187
Circalation S92 28,110 |
Income 8037.24 $('I~355."4‘3.i
Expenditures $1086.75 $3413.75,

his comparison shows a decided :
ingre;se ofpa registered borrow_ersi
per capite of townghip population.
The number of volumeés oWI by
the library has inereased from four
to st volumes peT registered bor-1
rower. The greatest _ccntrq.st isj
noted in the cfrculation figures |
which show &an &veTage of 12.8!
books logned to each Tegistered |
borrower in 1850 as ecompared to)
20.8 volurmes in 1962. !
The DeWitt Public Library wag|
originated as a civie project wit :
donated books, quarters provided’
by the Village and 2 volunteer
ciaff. Eventually the library out-:
grew the resources of it's sponecy,
and the Village and Township weTe:
asked to assume %hbe responsibility
of fingncing the library. .
flnasmuchg as the ibrary has be-
come s mecessary part of tbe com-
munity and because the EPONSOTINE
organization was disbanded in
1952, it become ppparent that the
library must become & part of &
governmental unit vi'h1ch“}'ould as-
cume Tesponsibility for it's opera-
tion. An appeal to establish the
library as a Distriet Library was
made in 1962. The proposition was
rejected. Therefore, a petition has
Leen filed with the Township Clerk
for & proposition 1o be piaced 911
the April ballot that the DeWit
Public Library be esfablished as 2
Township Library. — Mra. Rhoda
Pierson, publicity cheirman.






DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS
Are you giving a party, -— or

having a shower? .
The library has ‘the following
books that might help you: ,
“The Cokesbury Shower Book”,
“Showers for Brides and Babies”,
“The Cokesbury Game Book”,
“Let’s Have a Party’,

*“A Complete Book of Games”,
“Handbook of Games”,

“Games for All Occasions”, and
“How To Run a Successful Party”.
We algo have many Cook Books
that might give you some ideas for
refreshments. ‘ .
Have you read “Miracle Bridge
At Mackinac” yet? We have ltl.
Mr. and Mre, William Hewitt
gave the library two beautiful pie-

tures of the American Flag, —
. “Symbols’ of Strength”, a picture
of the American Flag {lying before
the National Capitol and “The
Lope of a Nation” showing the

FILE

DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS
With the close of 1958, the lib-
rary lost a true and trusted friend [
in the person of Mrs, Rhoda Pier-
son., Mrg. Pierson has retired after
fifteen years as head librarian. She
will be missed by us all and espeei-
ally by the children. She has an-
swered thousands of questions for
the students who have come and
gone over the years; she was never
too busy to take a personal inter-
est in each one. We'll mizs wyou,
Rhoda, do drop in on us often.

The library board is plamming a
tea in honor of Mrs. Pierson, Check
this column next week for date and
time.

Mrs. Faye Hanson has been ap-
pointed by the board to replace
Mrs. Pierson as head librarian and
Mrs. Princess Parker is the new

Assistant Librarian. Miss Patricia

' Benton is our student helper this

year.
! /?/5'7 Faye Hanson, Librarian.

American Flag and an open Bible
with & stream rTunning in the back~i
ground. Our sincere thanks go tD!
Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt, who left the;
first of the month to make their
home in Florida. Theyd sbhall l}e\\i R
missed by the village, and by us In| . N‘ES'
the library, as never a week w.epttl ____EWITT ADVERTISEE ~/
by that they didp’t pay us a visit. ! )
Faye Hanson, = | DEWI
4 ﬂ/j--,%f".é\ssistant Lib,rzfrlan! TT LIBRARY NEWS

Did you know that our Ji
receives all Civil Servige Lfmxilz?ﬁz
tion Announcements for Civil Ser-
vice jobs? It gives al] information
pertaining to these Jobs and lists
the qualifications necessary.
bresent there are openings for. Al-
phabetic Bookkeeping Machine
Clerks, Store Clerks, Psychophy-
smlogy_ Research Technicians, Mot
or Vehicle Operators, Crime Labor-
atory Technicians, Adult Correc- !
tions Trainea, Highway Surveyors
Welghn}asters, Insurance Ex&min:
er Trajnees, . Economic Research
ﬂggﬁiﬁﬂthRugm Technicians, Arch.

ngineers i
' b cgrd Executiarﬂg T8 and Prison Re-
e library board is having a ed in any of theg iti
tea in honor of Mrs. Rhods Pgi:er-' into the l:{brary :n?i é}:;.l:;g;l]st, tt;lt;r:le
son Friday, January 23ed. at the Announcements of new apenings
Memorial Building, ® The time is are received here at least um::egS
two o’clock. All of Mrs, Pierson’s week., ) ’
friends and any of those interested ' aromt forget the
;‘n ;he library are invited to at- ?Et_emoo; for Mrs,
end. I 13 at 2:00 o'clock at th -
ial Building, All are welgml:ldgmor
Faye Hanson, Librarian,

)59
‘”‘gg library has been a virtusal
hee hive for the past two weeks as
wa have been readying 600 hooks
for the township schools, The books
to the schools are replaced every
9ix weeks. We have copies of books
stacked in every available corner, i

but by Tuesday we should have
them delivered,

tea this 'Frida.y
Rhoda Pierson,

Faye Hanson, Librarian,

—_—










'WITT WEEKLY ADVERTIS

From the DeWitt Libraryl

time since there has been a library |
colunn, bat when you atop to think |
that we loaned almost G000 murﬂ
bools than the SLo Johins Lublie!
Libravy last year (St Johng 2d,- |
012; DeWitt 26, 984} you knuw
that we are very busy, We have
fess space and less help than they
Lisve, and about half of the budpet
{St. Juhns §$6,0110.00 - DeWitt $3,-
206.00) — s0 vou see we are doing
i king-sized Dbusiness in a pint-
sized spaee.

While our books do not have the
Dewey deciinal numbers on theus,
they are ull eatalogued and arc
arranped in Dewey-decimal ovder.

Library beciuse they say that this
i3 simpler amd saves throwing out
our eard cabaloguae and starting all
over.

There 15 w certified publie librar-
lun in attendance, whe has  ail
charge, wssisted by assistant libra-
rians. Thig means she has complet-
ed the workshops prescribed by the
State Library and hay college ered-
its in Book Selection.

The DeWitlt Publie Library is
neither fish nor fowl, it iz like
sTopsy, — 41t just grew.” So we
have petitions out to establish us
as a township library; fechnically
we are already this and are so
listed by the State Library as we
receive the lion's share of our op-
cruting Tunds Teom the township
{($3,000) and $1000 from the Vill-
agee. This money cones oni of Lhe
genaral fuid of both viliage and
townzhip, so village people really
pay ltwice. Bo we ayve also nsking
that o tax, not to excecd one mill
con o dollar, be levied for the estub-
Pishiment and sopport of a Lownship
hrary, When iU colscs Lo mllly, 1
any net very Lbright, but it was ex-
plained to e thus: this would
newn about $2.50 un an assessed
vevaluation of $5,000, so it would
feost the average fanily about $1.25
fto §L75 a year for libravy supporl.
|Mu::'L famnilies spend more than this
Gt cigaretfes or amusenwents in o
weel, 50 It secms lillle enoupgh Lo
jcontribute to your public library.
[t alse means that village people
would pay only once, ‘

Pevhaps you would like to know
u little of the history of tlie DeWist
Hublie Library. 1o ihe carly 1930

My, and Mrs, 11 J. Carris and theie
two small davghters moved into
cur village, They came from Det
roit nod were used to hoviug o pub-
Liv library elose, Mrs, Carria called
tugether several women who were
nmettibers of the now defunct De-
Witt Civie Club, among them Mys.
G HL Fuoeestenaw,  Mres, William
Hewilt, Mrs. Luwrence Woodruif,
and Mrs. HQuward Walker, and nsk-
el them 0 they would pool their
‘bools and she would take eharpe
cof loaning then se that the people
cin the villape would have a wider
viriely ol bools to read. Thuas the
CDeWitl Publie Library was born.
CH Decame wifiliated with the Stute

I know that it hus Leen o ]ongl‘

This in accordance with the State |

vl
b b

|




il Ll skl L vy \ill-l-&u [} FLY
Ltownship, so villuge people vealiy
Vpay twice. So we are also asking
| that o tax, net to exceed one il
von a dollar, be levied for the estab-
ylishment and support of o tewnship
library, When it cones to mills, T
ant not very bright, but it wos ex-
plaived o e thus: this wou'd
Pnpean ubout $2.50 on an assessed
cevaluation of $5,000, wo it would
Veost Lhe pverage fumily about $1.25
ilo $1.76 a year for library supporl,
Most famities spend morve than this
b cigarelies or amusements in &
woek, s0 ik seems Hitle enouph to
’conLnbut.e to your public Hlmary.
lt also means that village people
would pay only once.

Perhaps you would lke Lo know
a little of Lhe bistory of the DeWitt
cPublie Librayy. In the carly (9307
Mr. and Mes. P, J, Carris ane ieis
bwo small daughters moved intu
vur village, They canme from Det-
roit and were used to having a pub-
lic library close. Mrs, Carria eatled
together sevaval wumoen who wore
nembers of the now defunct De-
Witt Civie Club, amwong themn Mrs.
C. I Fuerstenau,  Mrs., Wililam
{lewitt, Mes, Lawrence Woodruft,
satd Mrs, Howard Walker, and ask-
ced Lhem if they woupld pool their
ibooks and she would take charge
cof Joaning them so that the people
rin the village would have a wider
cvariety of booles Lo read. Thus the
PDeWilt Public Library was Lorn.
1L hecame affiliated with the Siate
Library in 1934, It has had severad
honies, Lthe first in the rear of the
uld post office building on Main St,
— next in the buildivg new hous-
ing Bob’s Barber Shop; nvext, up
over the old fire hall on Bridge St.,
which was torn down a fow years
baeck; and tinully in the Men:ovia!
Buiiding, There have Leen Do
librarians over the years ineluding:
Mrs. Mildred Cavvis, Mrs. Gladys
Waulleer, Mrs. Rlodu Pierson and
'Mrs, Dorothy Miller, who is now
w tibrarian in the Documents Depl.
of the Stale Library.

To gel these lwo proposals on
the bullot to estublish us ag a
township library and levy g tax not
Lo exceed 1 mill, we need 50 sign-
atures, so0 If yon use and enjuy
your library, he sare and suppurt
i,

— [Faye Hanson, Librarian,'

L




IWITT WEEKLY ADVERTIS

From the Dew_itt Library

The Township gives us $2,000 a
year instead of $3,000 as staled in
Lt weelk's colamn.

There ig a Library Board with 8
muewmbers, six are cleeted from the
village For 8 year ters, and bwo
ave appointed by Lhe Township
Board, IFf we elearily our slatuy
laml hecome n Township Library,
lin aetuality as well as fuet, this
“avill have chunge, and they wifl be
"elected throuprh tuwnship election.
"At present our hoard consisls of o
President, Muabel Lee; Viee Pres.,
Janct Woudrusf; Sceretury, Lois
Mershory Treasurer, Rhoda I'iev-
son; and trustees, Zada Buoys, Prin-
cess Parker, Brdine Phbillips and
Mamie Archer. At the March vill-
age electivn, two vrustees wifl be
sleeted. Trustecs may hold office
for no more than two consecutive
teems. Mabel Lee will ot run for
re-election and 1thoda Pierson will
run, Barbara Dinstbier and Hazel
Norrig are also running. The bourd
mests in the Memorial Building the
1st Thursday of every month at
1ib pom. The libravian iy on ex-
officio member of this board and
presents o nsonchly statement of
Library affatrs and the bills to be
paid.

Among this weele best sellers we
hive “1I'he Apuny and The Bestaey™
a bivgraphical novel about Miche-
aneelo by Irving Stone; “Duught-
er of Silenew” by Morris L. Wese;
“Po Kill A Mocking Bird” by Harp-
er Lee; "“The Rise and Irall of the
Third Reich” by W Shiver; Phe
New Fuplish Bible; “My Saber Is
Bent” by Juck Parr; ‘Living red
by Joy Adamson; A Nalion of
Sheep” by Lederer;  ‘Spirit Lade’
Ly MacKinley Kuntor, and  “The
Judas Iree’ by Al J. Cronin,

Wi alse have several other new
Louks, ameng  them  Wmily  Kim-
broupgh’s “Pleasure by the Bus-
Juad”, “The Winter of Our Discon-
Loat” by Jdotos Sianbesk,  Phe
Kluster of Genova’, o novel basad
on the life of Jolin Calvin by
Charles H. Bare, “Hidnap”, the
story of the Lindberp case, and
many morc.

We wish bo thavk Mr. and Mus.
Edward Rasmussen Tor the books
they pave us this past week, and
wll thuse who have given us books
and mapazices over the past few
wonths, We braly appreclate thern

gy e

i
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Lansing, Michigan
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DeWitt Library Gets $2,000;
Fails to Win Official Status

By JERRY MOSKAL
{Journal Staff Writer)

DEWITT, Aprit 3—Library ofli-
cials were told by the DeWitt
township board Monday night to
keep their going book-lending busi-
ness operaling without the legal
staius they seek.

Board members placated the
library, which has no olficial
status, by doling oot ansther §2.-
060 Lo keep it funcliening for an-
other hoped-for year.

They fought off a charge hy
Lwo of the seven-woman heard by
promising to study he question of
forming a districk library with
the village of DeWitt, which al-
ready has agreed to the plan

THE STATE JOURNAL
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R routes in counties of Barry,
Clare, Clinten, Baton, Gratiol, Ingham,
lonfa, lsubella Livingston, Moblealm
end Shiaswasses, where NO varrier serv-
tre Is maintained, pavable in advance
Der moolh $1.50; thiee months $3.506;
61X menths $850: one year $12.09,
Other mail subserivtions o Mlchigan
payable in mdvance, per month $1.75;
three monihy $4.75; s1x moaths $8.50;
one year §18.00, Mall subseriptions aut-
side of Mlchlzan, payable in wdvance,
per month $2.25) three months $5.95;
sl¥ months $11.00: one year $22.00.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED
ESy

The Associuteu Press. 15 entiiled exciu-
sively to the use ror repudlication of
all the lacal news priuted in this oews-
paper a3 wel as all A P. news dis-
pafcnes (April 30, 1947) Alsa served
by Unised Presa mte,ruununal
lation ete

PHONES—-DIaI IY 3-3211 for ail de-|-

artments: Editerial Advertising, Cireu-
rH].AUﬂ etr,
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'ROCK-SHOP'

711 West Saginaw
“'OpenDally 1t a m. -8p. m,
0 Sat. 10 - 6

Phone 487-6223
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~You’ll Like Your N ext
" New Chevrolet Even
Better When You

Buy at ---
Bud Kouts Chev. Co.

2801 E. Michigan

Mrs. Zada Buys said oflicial
recognition would permit the li-
brary that operates from quatters
in the Veterans Memaorial building
here to share in justice of the
peace collections to the fune of
about $5,000:

ARGUMENTS OFFERED

But board members pointed out
that the $5,000 would be laken
from school districts in the town-
ship; the library is nol centrally
locaied; and the villape would
get off cheaper than it has in the
past under the plan,

The village last year donated
$1,000 to the library's operation.

Mrs. Buys told the board that
if the township entered the apree-
meul and authorized 3/ of 1
till on the $13,550,771 township
valuation {including the village)
the siate will suhsidize it at 5%
cenls for each of the 7,649 popula-
tion.

To meet the formula reguire-
ments, the woship would pay 54
"teents per person on the 6,411 ipwn-
ship  population  ($3.46£.94) and
the village on ils 1,238 population
{$668.52).

Mrs. Buys explained this would
give the district library [ult state
subsidy, while Lhe simple lepal
stadus would allow it to collect
the $5,000 in legal fines even with-
out township or village contribu-
tions.

VILLAGE BENEFITED

“DeWitt (village) would get the

biggest benefit and pay the least,”
Fred Culy, township supervisor
retorled, “Whatl's going to hap-
pen when you need a new build-
ing?”
The library, siarled in 1939
when a few women met in a small
voom in a village buiiding and
cxchanged a few books, has grown
lo ity present sjze.

Land for the Veterans Memo-
$iial building was donated with
the understanding the library
would always have quarters avail-
able there. A lcaldLnt lL[t $3 0o

IV 9.8533

in her will to the library that was
inyested in bonds and the interest
used to purchase gardening and
religivns books.

The library is now open four
hours a day, Monday through
Saturday and two hours on Friday
night, The new plan would per-
mit it Lo be open 40 hours a week,

Mrs. Buys and Mrs. Mabel Lee,
retiring board president, said the
library may now be forced to cut
back io a three-day week opera-
tion. The librariar is paid $1.25
an hovr and the assistant librar-
ian $1 an hour.

HAS 12,000 BOOKS

The libravy now has 12,000 books

and a menthly circulation of 3,500,

serving DeWitt township and vil-|

lage and parls of Waterlown and
Olive townships.

“We beg from the village and|

we beg from the township,” Mus.
Lee said. "It’s a donation affair.

We'll have to continue as wej

are, neither [ish nor fuwl. We
won't be open six days a weck,
that's [or sure’”

“Bring it up {or a vole, let the
people decide,” Warden Keyes,
township clerk, offered.

“We can’t give away something
we haven't got,” said trustee Ron-
ald Kiebler in moving to offer the
$2,000 and to give the question
further study. The board wnani-
mously passed the molion.

Mrs. Buys said the board had to
act this week in order o have the
libeary share in the upcoming

split of penal fines by the state.|’
'tOPERATED BY BOARD

The village and township would
each appoint two members to the
board under the plan, The library
is now run by a seven-member
board appointed by the two gov-
erning bodies, ‘

Oliver Angell, a township trus-
tee, said he objected to .equal
representation on the proposed
board with the village since the
population of the township is six
times that of the villape. 1le said
he didn’t like taking away money

Ml from the schoot districts, three of |-
8| which objected to the proposal.

The board agrecd fo consider

aiding ihe Valley Farms school

district in sharing in the aboui

! 21,500 cost of setling up a blinker
§ | system for  school children at

State rd. and Brooks st., 1o reduce

d | speed from 35 to 25 miles per
& hour;
i permit 10 Emery Howe if he ob-
B tains a zoning 0. K. for the prop.

approved a barn dance

erty at US-27 and Round Lake 1d.,
and said Wood vd., {rom Webb Lo

@i Clark vds., would be widened and)’
@ improved,

- -
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The Nel Pt

Publie Library

gur\day, ]anuary 8, (967

Member of the
Central Michigan Library System



Library established 1934
by the DeWitt Civie Club,
Firgt Libravian - Mrs, Percy J. Carris

The carpet in the library is a memorial to
Mrs, Eva Cole, who passed away in 1956
leaving the library §3,000.00.

The money has been invested in government
bonds and is now being used for building

improvements,

The Central Michigan Library System consists
of the libraries in Ingham, Eaton and
Clinton Counties, with headquarters in
Mason.,

By belonging to the System, we buy books at a
greater discount, have technical help
when necessary, and receive a Federal
Grant in the form of 36 magazine sub-
scriptions.

Present Library Personnel -

Librarian - Faye E, Honson

Assistant Librarian - Margaret Eoberts
Page - Linda Chapel

Mualntenance - Hah Kosht

B

Present Library Board -

President - Mrs. Rex Archer

Vice President - Mrs. Fern Wellington
Secretary - Mrs, Lawrence Keek
Treasurer - Kenneth Weaver

New Furniture from -

Michigan School Service - Demeco and
Adriandack Chair Company.

Carpet - Bautel, Inc.

Ceiling - D. C. Laraway, Incorporated
Lighting - Fox Eiectric,

Heat duct work - Lawrence Foy.

Interior Decorating:
Jack Rice and Ben Harris,

Mounted Children’s Mural -
given by Mr, & Mrs. Avery Mershon
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WELCOME
TO
Historic
DEWITT

FOUNDED
QCYT. 4, 1833

)

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DEWITT
ADOPTED AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 4, 1982

On a motion by Councilman James Boyd, seconded by
Councilman Don Steavens and carried by unanimous vote
of the Council that be it

RESOLVED that the City Council supports the
recommendations of many of the citizens of the
City of DeWitt to change the name of the DeWitt
Public Library to the Faye Hanson Memorial
Library, in honor of Faye Hanson, Librarian.

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE, ACCURATE AND COMPLETE copy of a
resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of
DeWitt at their regular meeting of January 4, 1982.

Dated: January 6, 1982

xé&ﬂjﬂfgiapﬁ%ﬁh&wax

Sharon Pierce Ambrose
Clerk/Treasurer

LOraL HISTORY
COLLECTION
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