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The DeWitt Public Library was established in 1934 by Mrs. Mildred 

Carris, with the book..s donated by members of the now defunct DeWitt Civic 

Club. The first bane of the library was in the back of the old Post Office. 

Mrs. Carris served as the first librarian without pay. The Civic Club 

· later took on the Jibrary as a project and provided funding for new books 

and shelving. 

I n 1940 Mr. & Mrs . William Roguson donated land on West Washington for 

the site of the new library . They later agreed the land could be used for 

a Comnuni ty Building as long as it contained the Library. 

Following World War II the DeWitt Merrorial Building was built and t he 

library rroved into its new room in 1949 . 

In the 1960's when the present meeting hall was added the library rroved 

into its present quarters. 

The l ibrary became a district library in 1962 when the City and Township 

agreed to support such an establishment. Funds for the Valley Farms Branch 

Library Building and the stocking of the library were provided by the existing 

library in the City of DeWitt. 

The Township provided the land and sewer connection for the building . 

The Valley Farm:; Branch rroved into its new quarters in the DeWitt Township 

Hall p r eviously the (Valley Farms School) in December of 1981. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

STATE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES 

This certifies that _____ M.r..a.. __ ..J..\Ul_d:rf;_Q ___ Qa_r:clJ=L _______________________ _ 

has submitted evidence which meets the requirements of the 

ST~ TE BOARD FQR LIBRARIES, and is hereby granted a 

Q!:erfifirate ~f itlihrrir-y _ iExp~rirur.e, ~rnh.e f!twn 
in accordance with the regulati9ns of Act 3l5 of the Public Acts of l937, as amended by Act 244 
of the Public Acts of J94l and by Act J:09 of the Public A cts o{J943. . ·· 1 

ST A TE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES 
~ () ~?~) ~ - . 

- ----~ __ d__J.....!.~..,c, , ---:-----
. U · S ecretan-y 

Date _ __ ,l..}J.l_:y __ J . 1945 _____ · . Valid untiL_]une ·30 , l_..,_94-_,__7~_ 
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KIM SIGLl,R 
GO Ve:ANOH 

MICHIGAN 

STATE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES 

STATE AID ,TO PUBLIC L IBRARIES 

LANSING 13 

May 27, 194? 

Mrs. Mildred M. Carris, Librarian 
DeWitt Public Library 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Carris: 

i\fl1~.ui:01Lo~ ,;. 11,,x·,m, 
d'l". Jenn. ~ . V1 ~ s..- ~u \JHMA1' 

JlAl('l'l•A bl U 

UA.'l 'l'J_.W OIUC l'UC 

The State Board for Libraries encloses a check as final 
payment on the General Library Fund grant for which your 
library qualified this year according to the requirements of 
the State Aid Law. The amount of this check 1s as follows: 

Population 
1940 Federal Census 

DeWitt twp. 3,210 
Less: first payYJ1~."1t 

Per Capita 
Rate 

$0.0619 

Amount 

~~198. 70 
64.20 

Final 
Payment 

$134.50 

Due to an increase in the population served by the 
libraries qualifying for the General Library Fund this year, 
the per capita rate is slightly lower than last year. 

May we remind you that the grant should be spent pr omptly . 
It may be used for any purpose except the erection or remodel­
ing of a building, purchase of sites or the payment of prin­
cipal or interest charges on any indebtedness. 

An annual appropriation for aid to local libraries f or 
1947-48 is being favorably considered by the Legislature, now 
in session. After the app+opriation is made, the application 
blanks for the 1947-48 General Library Fund grants will be 
sent. We trust your library will qualify again for a grant 
from this fund. 

Will you please arrange with your local newspaper to 
announce the receipt of this grant and inc l ude any item of 
particular interest as t o how you plan to use the money or 
other news about your library. We shall greatly appreciate · 
it if you will send us~ clipping of the news release. 

ES:hg 
Enc . 

Sincerely yours, 

Eudocia Stratton, Director 
State Aid to Public Libraries 
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G . M ENNEN WILLIAMS 
OOVB.RNOR 

MICHIGAN STATE: LIBRARY 
STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

LANSING 13 

February 9, 1949 

Mrs. Mildred M. Carris, Librarian 
DeWitt Public Library 
DeWitt, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Carris: 

MRS. LOLETA 0. FYAN 
!Jl'l'ATE Ll8RARlAN 

Congratulations on the opening of your new library. 
I know a lot of planning and work hes gone into the 
finished product and hope that it meets all Y.our. 
expectations. 

I am sorry I -will be unable to attend the Open 
House, but will be looking forward to seeing the 
library the first chance I get. Best Wishes . 

GAB:GB 

Sinee;/ly yours, 

~ - a. ~rJfytl-
Graee Ashby Burgett (Mrs.) 
Publi c Library Consultant 

. \ 



G. MENN EN WILLIAMS 
GOVl!:RNOR 

MICHIGAN 

STATE BOARD FOR LI B RARIES 
8TATE AID FOR PUBLIC L.IBRAlllE8 

LANSING 13 

June 20 , 1949 

Mre . Mildred M. Carris, Librarian 
DeWitt Public Library 
DeW1 tt, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Carris: 

.. H Jtit. ))u Jro-111Y 1\ HALt:::UMA N 

t.":U11.Hu )CA 1•1u21 T, t.UAIKM.t.:... 

J\hib. 'V1.un~~,·t>: IL D 1.ut::.N(.I 
ll \ll'I l,"-NU, Vt,a-.,. IJ IIA H U,I.\:,. 

Mud . LOL~"T.t. 0. [trAN 
),A&lhlN•i l:1, D1>:(;u11o'rA1t't 

The Ste~~-Board for Libraries encloses a check as final 
payment on the General Libr ary Fund grant for the year ending 
June 30, 1949, in accordance wi th the requirements of t he State 
Ai d Law . The amount of t his check is as fol lows : 

Population 
1340 Federal Census 

DeWitt Twp. - 3,210 
Leas: first payment 

Per Capi t a 
Rate 

$0.0698 

Amount 

$191 . 96 
96 . 30 

Final 
Payment 

$96 . 66 

The sl i.ght dsc:-ease in the per capita :;:-ate for the General 
Librar·y Fund is CL'l.e co an increase i n the popu la~ion served by 
the libraries qualify i ng for the General Library Fund this year . 

A grant from the General Library Fund is to help a libra~y 
increase and extend its services . It may be usad for any pur­
pose except the erection or remodeling of a bui:..d.ing, purchase ., 
of sites or the payment of principal or intere st char ges on any 
indebtedness . The gr ant should be used prompt l y . 

As you know , the 1 949 legi s lature passed amendments to the 
stat e ai d t o libraries l aw which make important changes in the 
qualifications required during the cc1r'.ling year . As soon as t he 
amended law becomes effective, we will send you full information. 

There i s every indication t hat an appropriation for grants 
for t he year 1949-50 will be available . It is expecte d that 
the amount will be slightly less than for the present year. 

LDF :hg 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 
~ 

/[aw(). ~ :.)z,}evr✓ 
Secretary ( j 



..... --
Mre . M1ldred Carr1s 
DeWitt, M1.ob.1gan 

near Yrs, Oarrla r 

Deoember 28~ 1849 

Recently the u:ei:r.bera of the library boa:r.d for 
l.Jeiii:tt • :a Public L:tt;ra.ry sent iu th~:j. r :r.tu:iigntvt ivn. 
A ne,,, board waa a.pr:oint sa. and. the first meet 1ng 
wae L&ld Daaembdr 27, 1&4B at Lhe ~s~or1~1 Duildlng. 
At th:a.a n,oet 1ng , a. riav.- l 1brs.r1a.n n.1'1d. a ouista.nt 
li.tn-c.:rif;.4.n wa1·v hi.red. Th•~y were: nol .1 fhid. und have 
aoovr:tau. tlH., per.sit iom~. 

'l'lJ i~. let t :~r 1s to tix:rre8c our U.J:"}-'l'BC it:tt ion aa 
.t·-::rrcatu~t ( .. t iVC.i ct' L!ii.· itt ~.n.~ i.ut>1·oc,nci..i11c oc,tr.rrun1t iee 
f <):t yc,ur r.:.cr:y y0t~:e c.c' lo:,rcJ.l r)ervioo to the people 
°"u ~i c:n).r lan. 

Yiu woulu llk ... ~, ;i.u t h e tutu.re, to be abli:3 to 
oall on you fo:r your t",rrnistu.noe. .Ac tie a.re an in­
dXJA.!rience•i g1·-:.:up , v.;e aru g·o·~n~· co nr,ed help . We 
W':Lnt to cont inuo. i.n the aan:e degree,> t he excellent 
aerv1ae which you have fou nded. 

'!'hank you ag-a .. in for your. many year·~~ <d loyalty • . 
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STATE OF MlCHfGAN 

STATE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES 

This certifies tha t__ ____ J;X'.f...t __ J}_]J~-~~-L.1~'..? ll5&r ___________________ _ 
has submitted evidence which meets the requirements of the 

ST A TE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES, and is hereby granted a 

<Hrrfifirat.e of rllihrary ie:xprri.enrr, <&rahr @nr 
in accordance with the regu.lations of Act 315 of the Public Acts of 1937, as am.ended by Act 244 
of the P ublic Acts of !941 and by Act !09 of the Public Acts of 1943. 

STATE_gOARD fO~ LIBRARIES 

. JcDrl0N?!10 - ~L._L-~---.,-y~ 
_ / S ecretary 

Valid until__ ;:; e~ t • l, l Cl ~'.) Date . ..J ['.:J_~e !''' 6 ,-~.$L. 

·11 

I 

~ LB•2-1M..:_l-45 ~1 
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' 11 Sadie TrtunoulJ,i. "-'· Le.ona C~pbell 

H: . Mil'dred Carria: II Florence Murray 
A,ugusta Smit11 . • ··· 11 Florence Surratt. 

11·; • Gladyij_; Walke.l.' ·. , . ·,:, Hazel Kimball . ·, i· . . . , . 

II 

11· ~ice Hewitt · · . n Beatrice Fuerstenal). 
\· II .r. porotny Milller ' lh ' Gladys Walker . 

i II Rhoda Pierson c-, !>., 
11 Evelyn cutler 

11 Nao~i Tenney Mr. Fr.ancis .l:lrainerd. 
II lv.lamie Ar,cner Mrs. Alice Hewitt ' 

I 
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11 Fay,e Hanson 11 ·· Geraldine Hrainerd. 
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_. . ~-::. Pat !-larker · · 11 Ella. Hliz.zard · 
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Student Helpers,'rl/Mf- .. /-' Wilma .Heed 
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... ~Ruj;h Overholt u Geraldine Phillips 
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Know YoutLib;acy 
This is the first in a series of 

articles pertaining to the DeWitt 
Public Library and it's functions. 

A library to serve the needs of 
DeWitt families and the surround­
ing community was deemed a 
worthy project by the members of 
the DeWitt Womans Club. At their 
fall meeting in 1933, Mrs. P. J. 
Carris was ap])Ointed chairman of 
the library committee. Under her 
direction, a house to house cam­
paign for donat ions of books was 
conducted and many intere:sted 
residents responded generously. 
Among the books received were 
such favorites as Zane Gray's 
"Riders of the Purple Sage", "Call 
of the Wild" by Jack London, 
Harold Bell Wright's "Winning of 
Barbara vVorth" as well as the 
Louisa May Alcott series. 

Library Quarters were secured 
in the rear of the old post office 
buiiding which now houses the 
LaVerne Beauty Shop. 

Mrs. Sadie Trumball and Mrs. 
Carris volunteered their services 
as librarians, and ·with the assist­
ance of other members of the 
Womans' Club. the DeWitt Public 
Library loaned its first books on 
FebrtU<ry 9, 1934. Extra duties of 
the librarian, in additi on to loan­
ing books, included dusting of the 
books and shelves, tending to the 

j stoking of the heating stove (in 
which Mr. Can-is had started the 
fire during his noon hour), and 
sweeping the library and the walk­
way. 

I 
Thus came about the establish­

ment of the DeWitt Public Library, 
opened to the public two after-
noons each week, with a collection 
of 400 books, a staff of two librar­
ians and 40-50 registered borrow­
ers. - Mrs. Rhoda Pierson. 

Know Your Library 
(Part 2) 

The DeWitt Public Library con­
tinued functioning in the rear of 
the Post Office building until it . 
outgrew it's quarters. A new loca­
tion was found on the second floor i 
of the old fire hall, a building then 1 
located between the DeWitt Phar-

1 macy and Reed's Foodland. The ap­
proach to the library, a steep flight 
of steps on the outside of the build­
ing, made a hazardous climb for 
older patrons and children. How­
ever, the library cont inued t o 
grow. Mrs. Max Smith succeeded 
Mrs. Trumball and- Mrs. Gladys 
Walker and Mrs. Alice Hewitt were 
added to the library staff. 

,In 1943 an arrangement was 
made with the General Telephone 

. Company whereby the DeWitt 
l Public Library might use their va­
l cated quarters, the building now 
: known as Bob's Barber Shop. Act-

I ing on the suggestion of consult­
ants from the Michigan State Lib­
rary, a library board was organiz­
ed. Funds were provided by the 
Village Council and the librarians 

. 
1 

were granted a wage of 25 cents 
· per hour. New books were purchas­

ed and the number of borrowers 
more than doubled. A provision 
was made enabling rural teachers 
to borrow books on a. six-weeks 
loan. 

With the sale of this building, 1 

the DeWitt Womans Club again 
faced the problem of proYiding a 
new location for the library. By 
coincidence, word was received 
from the National Federation of 
Women's Clubs suggesting that or­
ganfaations desiring to honor the 

, local service men provide a liYing 
; memorial. It was decided that a 

; building to be used as a meeting 1 

' 1 place for clubs and societies and to 
provide a recreation center for the , 

l people was a much needed facility I 
for the community. 

Through the cooperation of the 
clubs and organizations in DeWitt, , 
funds were raised through priYate 

j donations and yearly homecomings. ll' In 1948 the Memorial Building was 
• erected and the library was nwved 

to its present location. - Mrs . 
Rhoda Pierson. 

) 

Friday, February 8, 1963 

Know Your Library 
( Part 3 ) 

Since its' inception in 1934, De­
Witt Public Library became an in­
tegral part of the DeWitt commun­
ity. Being located across from the 
High School has ma.de it a major 
source for reference material as 
well as recreational reading for 
the students and teachers. 

A program for senricing schools 
outside of the village was started 
in 1951, whereby loans of 30 books 
per room was delivered to each 
school in DeWitt township. These. 
books were exchanged every six 

I weeks and new loans provided 
I throughout the school year. 

Ministers and members of re­
ligious societies have found valu­
able help from a large collection 

, of religious books owned by the 
I library, including a set of the In-
1 terpreter's Bible. 

Every summer children of ele­
mentary school age look forward 
to a program of reading and 
games provided by the Story Hour 
program. 

A r ecord collection has been es­
; tablished by the library that is 
· loaned to the public on the same 
basis as a book Joan. The latest 
addition to this collection is a set 
of Shakespearean dramas. Maga­
zines are also a pa.rt of the loan 

' system. 
By special r equest, books not 

owned by the DeWitt Library may 
be procured from the Michigan 
State Library as well a s records, 
fi lms and pfotures. 

: An art exhibit of local talent 
i was sponsored by the library in 
• August of 1960. It has since be­
come a part of the annual Ox 
Roast and H omecoming. 

" ' ith all of these free services 
available, are you missing out b r 
not taking advantage of them? If 
you are a resident of DeWitt Town­
ship, you are eligible t o become a 
regist ered borrower, or for a fe-:: 

~ 
of $1.25. library cards -may be se­
cured by families residing outside 

! of the township. 
I - Mrs. Rhoda Pierson. 
I . 
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Friday, February 15, 1963 

Know Your Library 
(Part 4) 

The DeWitt Public Library has 
grown in exceptionally large 
strides ,in the last 12 years. In com­
paring statistics of the 1962 an- , 
nual report to the State Library ' 
with those of the 1950 r eporl, the 
following facts were ascertained: 

1950 1962 
Township Pop. 4000 7627 '. 
Reg. Borrowers 840 1384 \ 
No. of Volumes 2578 8197 , 
Circulation 10,792 28,119 
Income $937.24 $3355.73 ! 
Expenditures $1085.75 $3413.75 \ 

This comparison shows a decided \ 
increase of registered borrowers I 
per capita of township population. 
The number of volumes owned by 
the library bas increased from fom- 1 
to six volumes per registered bor- , 
rower. The greatest contrast is 1· 

noted in the circulation figures 
which show an average of 12.8 , 
books loaned to each registered 1 
borrower in 1950 as compared to I 
20.3 volumes in 1962. 

The DeWitt Public Library was 
originated as a civic project with , 
-donated · b ooks, quarters provided ' 
by the Village and a volunteer ' 
staff. Eventually the library out- ' 
grew the resources of it's sponsor, 1 
and the Village and Township were , 
asked to assume the responsibility ' 
of financing the library. : 

Inasmuch as the library has be­
come a necessary part of the com­
munity and because the sponsoring 
organization was disbanded in 
1952, it become apparent that the 
library must become a part of a 
governmental unit which would as­
sume responsibility for it's opera­
tion. An appeal to establish the 
library as a District Library was 
made in 1962. The proposition was 
rejected. Therefore, a petition h as 
been filed with the Township Clerk 
for a proposition t o be placed on 
the April ballot that the DeWitt 
Public Library be established as a 
Township Library. - Mrs. Rhoda 
Pjerson, publicity chairman. -- ··- ··- - --
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DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS 
lulb+ Mrs 'A . - . 
1/'• • rr1s Go T . 1 Paul Gallico is es o Paris" by 

woman who ev a st0ry for every/1 

. beautiful dres/inw~hted the most 
f<?r every man h e world and 
give it to her. M": 0, e','e~ wanted to 
table London cf; ~Iris, a respec­
many hours az· a1 woman, spent 
~r's ~litterin: w~~~/t heTr employ. 
Anis goes to Pa . 0 _e. hen Mrs. 
buy a Dior gownr1s ~1th money to 
,the Jop ten 1 • t i This_ book is on 

Mr. and Mr~s or th1s month. 
us aflother ho;_ ~o:d ~odd1;lrd gave 
Mr. and Mrs R 00 s !his week; 
gave us seve.ral oyt Sahs~ury Jr. 
books; and Rev A commerc1al text 
us several hi t. . bM. Carson gave 
to thank all o} f{Y ooks. We wish 

Now that lese people. 
around the z the weather is down 

· ,ero mark ·t • 
a good time to tak ' J nught be 
at Your hou e a second look 
Plants'' by E~e .1 Pj{'nts. "Indoor 
gives the care

1
~

1
f 1{ahr lists and 

and might mak a ouse plants 
some of the new e you want to try 
plants along withore excotic house 
ites. Your old favor-

Faye H 
_____ a_~~~~-Librarian. 

)nfW1frllBRAHY ,.';4i 
I . MAK/NC PHOCRESS . 

I). . • ·--

l'rfore Than too·· . · . .,, . , 
A~aiiabJe and 1:;

0;s Are 
.- F1I1ed Out .A . ave 

PPhcatfons • .. 
SPecJRf to 'r , -­

OEW:z'IT he State Journal; 
• March 16 re Ports · th -AccordJn c e Progress of g to · 

OIJUnunity library h , the DeWitt 
lsfat:tory due to th a.., been Very· sat­
OJ>eration or th~: e !nte~t anct co . . 

The 1Jb'ra . eonununlty, 
1 Week., D ry has been -o • ' • - . 

over half ur!Jng this time ~~ for flve 
'!illed out a~p;~tml .are chiJdrele~al>vle, 
a cceS!; to on carc1.s - 'I'b , e 
Which w .approximately ·35 ey ha,•e 
were Ioai!~ donated and 8g books­
group o:f J 'by the . state ilb Whlch 
Rdded uvenJJe books , rary. A. 
Sch l Which WlJJ tak Was recently 

d Th~ u~1a;>;l:~;-rbechfld;:.e ot I lpre-
ay a.fternoo open eve 

fron, 7:30 t n from 2:30 to S·ry Fn. 
n!ng. Anyo o 8:30 in the sa -30 and 
roundJng te~t in the Village ll1e eve. 

• ory may b or sur. 
orrow book• ' ~~--= Q, PE.RDv 

LO~Al HISTORY 
COLLECTlON 

sOX FILE 

liitWITT LIBRARY NEWS 
With Lent starting this : week, 

our thoughts should turn to re­
evaluation and self-examination. 
·We have many inspirational books 
at the library that you might like 
to read. Among them are: "The Art 
of Meditation" by Joel S. Gold-

ssmith which deal.s with inward 
-! prayer and meditation. It is not 

concerned with theory or theology, 
but with man's need of prayer. 

''The Answer Is God'' by Dale 
Evan!! and· Roy Rogers is the true· 
story of heartbreak, failure, sue- , 
cess, domestic tragedy and a mir­
acle - a story that will move and 
impress every reader. 

. "Try Giving Yourself Away" by 

I David Dunn is another inspiration­
al book. When you put this plan 
into practice, you will , find that, 

~ surprisingly enough the returns per I minute from giving are far great.er 
I than the returns from receiving. 
· "Love One Another" by Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen offers an inspira­
tional solution to the problem of 
intolerance among men - one of 
the most distressing evils in ,a 
modern world: The solution of the 
problem is not the carrying on of 
the anti-hate campaigns for, unless 
there is love, how can hate be 
abolished? 

Our hours are 12:30 to 4:30 -
M~nday thru Sa turd_ ·a~y 7 :00 to 9 :00 
Friday evenings. :J~ /J/S"J . 

Faye Han on, LiManan. 

DEWITT L~~ NEWS 
h t you might 

Did you kn~w t from the ~ib­
borrow magaz1;e: ular Mechan'.cs, 
r,arY? We take l Outdoor Life, 
S ts Illustrate ' . Girl We 

, ~or d the American H ·1·c1ay 
I Time an ies of o 1 ' 

also have some cop and Gardens, 
Life, Better Homes . h 
etc. . · presented wit 

The Library waks this week by 
a number of boo e McGhan, w~o 
Mr and Mrs. Clar t make the1r 

· · g soon ° · sh s arc leavm . • our best w1 e 
home in Cahforma. 
go with them. hman Gertrude 

Henrietta . Cus ·nertl and MarY 
I. Dague, ])ianed B1a~ations recently. 
. Recd also ma e om 
I - , >h-,nlt!:. t.o the . 

I • 

. DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS 

1 
"Barbara, a _Prologue" by Wil­

ard _Abrahm, is a touching and 
practical boo~ of advice written in 
memory of his daughter by a fath­
er to other parents of mentally re­
tarded children. Such a baby can 
be born to anyone - and it is a 
responsibiljty that must be shared 
by the_ entire communi.ty. Mr. Ab­
rahm _is a Professor of Education 
at Anzona State College. 1 

Clinto~ County now has started 
a _school m St. Johns for such chil­
dien and all organizations in the 
~ounty are asked to help support ' 
t ~ sch~ol. Let us all get behind / 
t~1s J?ro3ect as it is the first of its ' 
kmd m the County. Remember but i 
for the Grace of God, you might 
have had a mentally retarded child. 
" Mrs. T~d Ward gave us the book 
The Bible In Pictures" th' 

week. Thank you, Marcella. 15 

Faye Hanson 
Assistant Librarian -- -- -- . - - ·-- ·-- -

DEWITT· LIBRARY NEWS 
- b.;,c::U i_.1 

With the cold air st1ngmg .. our 
nose and biting · our toes, our 
thoughts begin to turn to Christ­
mas. The Library has three new 
Christmas books: 

"Christmas Is Always" by Dale 
Evans Rogers. Dale Evans searches I 
the Scriptures and looks at life, 
and finds Christmas everywhere. 1 

One of the most popular inspira- ) 
tional books of all times, for all 
ages 7 to 70. 

"Christmas Wi.th Robert E. Lee" 
by Helen Topping Miller is the· 
story of the General's first Christ­
mas after the surrender at Appo: 
mattox, showing the Lee family 
reunited after hardships and sep-

'. arations of the Civil War. The 
i Lees had little in worldly goods, 
1 the spirit of Christmas and the un• 

dying courage of the' South, made 
this a never-to-be-forgotten holi­
day. 

"Christmas and It's Customs" 
j by Christina Hole tells the fascin­
ating story of Christmas the world 

1 over, from the beginning to the 
present day. Aside from religious 

I observances, we Americans take 
1 Santa Claus, presents, holly, trees, 
I carol singing, and all the other f 
! pleasant Christmas Customs very , 
i much for granted. How intriguing· 
· it is to follow Christina Hole a; I 
she traces them to their origins. 

We also have the 1958 Copy of 
Christmas Ideals. 

Faye Hanson, 
Assistant Librarian, 
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DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Are you giving a party, - or 

having a shower? · 
The library has 'the following 

books that might help you: . 
"The Cokesbury Shower Book" , 

"Showers for Brides and Babies", 
"The Cokesbury Game Book", 
"Let's Have a Party', 
"A Complete Book of Games" , 
"Handbook of Games", 
"Games for All Occasions" , and 
''How To Run a Successful Par.ty". 

We also have many Cook Books 
that might give you some ideas for 
refreshments. 

Have you read "Miracle B1:idge 
At Mackinac" yet ? We have 1t! 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hewitt 
gave the library t wo beautiful pic­
tures of the American Flag, -

. "Symbols I of Strength", a picture 
of the Am~rican Flag flying· before 
the National Capitol and "The 
Lope of a Nat ion" showing _the 
American Flag and an open Bible 
with a stream running in the back- \ 
ground. Our sincere thanks go to 1 

Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt, who left t~e; 
first of the month to make their I 
home in Florida. They shall oe j 
missed by the village, and by us in . 
the library, as n ever a week Vl'.e!lt I 
by that .they didn't pay us a v1s1t . . 

_,Faye Hanson, I . /f//5--f/sf{ Assistant Libr~rian,I 

D(\VITT LIBRARY NEWS 
\ f l,r,1sSC, -

1'h~ library has been a virtual 
hee hive for the past two weeks as 
.we have been readying 600 books 
for the township schools. The books 
t? the schools are replaced every 
six weeks. We have copies of books 
stacked in every available corner,, 
but by Tuesday we should have 
them delivered. 

The Hbrary board is having a 
tea in honor of Mrs. Rhoda Pier­
son F riday, January 23rd at the 
Memorial Building. The 'time is 
t~o o'clock. All of Mrs. -Pierson's 
!riends 3:nd ,any of ,those interested . 
m the hbrary are invited to at­
tend. 

Faye Hanson, Librarian. 

OEWITt LIBRARY NEWS 
Wifh .the close of 1958, the lib­

rary lost a true and trusted friend 
in the person of Mrs~ Rhoda Pier­
son. Mrs. Pierson has retired after 
f ifteen years as head librarian. She 
will be -missed by us all and especi­
ally by the children. She has an­
swered thousands of questions for 
the students who have come and 
gone over the years; she was never 
too busy to take a personal inter­
est in each one. We'll miss you, 
Rhoda, do drop in on us often. 

The library board is planning a 
tea in honor of Mrs. Pierson. Check 
this column next week for date and 
time. 

Mrs. Faye Hanson has been ap­
pointed by the board to replace 
Mrs. Pierson as head librarian and 
Mrs. Princess Parker is the new 
Assistant Librarian. Miss Patricia 

' Benton is our student helper this 
year. I/ f/S'J Faye Hanson, Librarian. 

1/-'3/ 
DEWITT ADVERTISER ,:;,/ 

DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS I 
D\d you know that yo~r Jibra 

r~ceives all Civil Service Examini­
t1_on ~nnouncements for Civil Ser­
vice J.o~s ? It gives all information 
pertammg to these jobs and r · t 
t he qualifications necessary. 

1A1 
presen~ there are openings for -Al­
phabetic Bookkeeping Machine 
qlerks, Store Clerks, Psychophy­
swlogy Research Technicians Mot­
or Vehicle 01;>e_rators, Crime Labor­
a_tory Te~hnic1ans, Adult Correc- r 
t1o~s Tramee, Highway Surveyors 
~ e1gh~asters, Insurance Examin~ 
e1 _Trainees, . Economic Research 
~ssistaJ\I;, Rad10 Technicians Arch 
itectural En~neers and Pris~n Re~ 
cor1 Executive. If you are interest. 
~d 111 any of these positions come 
mto the library and see about th 
Announc~ments of new openi~m~ 
are received here at least once ga 
week. . 

Don't forget the tea this Frida 
af~ernoon for Mrs. Rhoda Piersoi f\ 1j/\d2.:00 o'clock at the Memor~ 
a m mg. All are welcome. 

Faye Hanson, Librarian. 
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DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS: 
- ..Dec.P:;.-:::.-<t , 

Do you have a den of _Cub sca1:~ 
a Troop of Brownies or ir 

S~outs '! The library might be able 
to help you with your arts ~nd 

ft We have the following 
era s. L"ttl C fts". 
b ks . "A Book of 1 e ra • 

oo • 0 td Sports 
·'Make Your Own u oor W"th 
E uipment"; "Kites"; "Fut)-, ..1 
W1re"· "First Joiner Crafts ; Ind­
·d·an Beadwork"; "First and Secon 
s\e s In Ballet"; "Fun for Young 

· coif ectors" and others. tl 
• we in the library are gri: ~ 

saddened by the untimely dea o 
Mrs. Ambra Rasmussen. Never a 
Friday evening went ?Y that t: 
d"d 't come into the library. 
V:i1f ·miss her quiet . ways and h:et 
friendly smile. Our deepest /'f: 
pathy go to the members o er ·. 

family. Ll d Goddard and '. 
Mr and Mrs. oy 'l 

-family of Valley Farms gave us 
four books; Mrs. Ruth ~rcher ga~e \ 
us two, and Mrs. Henr~et!a Cus • ', 
man gave us the last six issues of 
the McCalls Magazine. Our thanks 

I to these people. 
Faye Hanson,. . 

~~Librarian.\ 

, J:WITT LIBRARY NEWS r --,,.,. t l V :J_// y,.y -~ 
A good many ~ en and q~ite a . 

few ladies of, the village are m t~e 
, north woods stalking deer. this 

week and many of them will be. 
succe'ssfu\. The library has "the 
book "THE VENISON ~OOK . It 
tells about skinning, halving, quar­
tering, packaging foi: the !reezer, 
pressure canning, cunng with ~alt, 
etc. There are also many rec1pl:s 
on preparing venison, sucih as this 
one: 

VENISON GOULASH 

2 lbs. Venison (cut m cubes) 
3 tablespoons of Flour 
3 tablespoons of Fat 
2 cloves of Garlic 
l large Onion (chopped) 
1 tablespoon of Paprika 
t quart of boiling water 
Salt 
1 can Tomato Paste . • 

Roll pieces of meat m fl~ur. Me~t 
fat in skillet and cook on_1on until 
golden. Add meat, bro~m.g wel_l. 
Add seasonings and liquid. St1_r 
well and cover . . Cook slowly until 
meat is tender (2 to 3 hours_). Mo:re 
water may be added as it boils 
away. · 

If useing a pressure pan-, meJt 
fat and brown onions and meat m 
pan, adding only one cup of water. 
Cook 26 minutes at 15 lbs. pres-
sure. d I 

Buttered Noodles (the broa 
kind) go well with .this. • 

Faye Hanso!1, . I 
Assistant Librarian. , 

LO"AL HlSlORY 
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DEWITT LIBRARY NEWS 
The year of 1958 is _drawing to a 

close· in many ways it has been a , 
good' year, espedally for us here 
in the library. We loaned a total 
of 19 490 books during 1958, and 
673 u'.iagazines. We had 157 n ew 
b6rrowers, bringing our total of 
borrow·ers up to 1207. We added 
546 new volumes during the year, I 
bringing our total of books to 5148. 

Our circulation increased over 
· the previous year by 1300 _books; 

so we are growing along with our 
community. · 

Why don'.t you make a New 
Year's resolution to get acquaint­
ed with your Public Library'! 

We are open 12:30 to 4:30 Mon­
day through Saturday and 7:00 to 
9:00 p. m. Friday evenings. 

A blessed and prosperous New 
Year to each of you. May we con­
tinue to grow and prosper togeth-

, er. 
Faye Hanson, . . 

Assistant Librarian. 

DEWITT LIBRARY NEW$ 
"Peacetime ' Uses of Atomic En­

ergy" by Martin Mann, is ' a book 
that tells, in the simplest t.erms, 
about changing one metal into an­
other, producing power to do the 
world's work without exhausting 
its natural resources and showing 
the way to increase the earth's 
capacity to support its increasing 
populat ion. In Medicine and Agri-

1 

culture, radioactive tools now give 
us improved cancer treatment and 
new plant fertilizers and inse~t\­
cides. Power to generate electnc1-
ty has been produced by an atomic 
fur nace for more efficient than by 
conventional fuels . There is now an 
atomic engine for ships and one 
is being developed for planes. The 
.atomic age is changing our whole 
way of life. 

We also have the book "Bucks 
·and Bows" by Walter Perry. This 
is a. book about bow and arrow 
hunting. 

Faye Hanson, 
Assistant Librarian. 

Thank You Note 
·I should like to take this oppor­

tunity to thank the Library Board 
for the lovely tea they gave me 
and for the beautiful glass ring 
and spring bouquet presented me 
on my retirement a s librarian. I 
feel the honor bestowed on me for 
my many years of service at the 
library should be equally shared by 
the many workers who have aided 
in the establishment and maintain:­
ance of our . Village Library of 
which I am proud. 

I've watched our . library grow 
from its first few donated books, 
circulated to the public from the 
back room of the old Post Office 
Building to our present collection 
of 6500 books in our present loca­
tion in the Memorial Building. 

Those first members of the Wo­
man's Club who decided there was 
a need of a library in DeWitt, and 
who started the book collection by 
a house-to-house canvass to secure 
donations of books , should certain­
ly be remembered - among them, 
Mrs. Blanche Eldridge and Mrs. 
Sadie Trumbull. 

One of the most ardent workers 
for the organization and expansion 
of our library, the past librarian, 
Mrs. Mildred Carris, must surely 
be commended for the years of ser­
vice she gave to the library. Under 
her guidance, the Library Board 
was formed, our·library become af-. 
filinted with the Michigan Library 
Association, our librarians became 
certified, - we maintained close, 
r ela t ions with the Michigan State 
Library and became eligible for 
State Aid. Her high standards for 
the selection of good liter ature has 
set a precedent , which I f eel, is one 
reason we have always 'been a 
growing library. . 

Not t o be forgotten are other 
ruligent workers who have given . 
many hours of their time either on 
the library staff or as a member 
of the library board. 

-I've enjoyed many pleasant as­
sociations with the members of the 
board and staff, and am sure I 
will miss them. However, I have 
confidence that t he library will 
continue to grow and prosper und­
er the g uidance of the new staff 
members,Mrs. Hanson and Mrs. , 
Parker. · . j 

Rhoda Pierson~ 
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last month but he didn ' t notice 
the tools were missing unt il 
Thursday. 

Ii c:e officer , 

~:ft~r~ La\\111 Mower 
~r Ingham • 
l Maiville Ill JUr'eS l\lall 
;; Maiville 
his badge 
s compan• 
~ gun bal-

45, was 

Near DeWitt 
DEWITT-Brother Theordic 

Szendi of the Franciscan Fri­
ar~· here was injured severely 
today in a lawn mower acci­
dent on the retreat house 
grounds. 

fauch re­
,entences 
s before 

~h faced 
linegar. 
first de• 

A spokesman a l the friary 
s a i d Brother Szendi 's feet 
somehow became entan gled in 

h 
. the mower, pulled by a trac-

eanng \ tor. . 
·,r court The blades severed one fool 

and partly seve1;e<l the other. 
Donald ' The victim was taken to S1. 
\ to the · Lawrence Hospital where a 
denied 1

\ report on his condition was 
?aring. not immediately available. 

Fl ow~~~ l 
r 

) 

De Witt Public Library 
The DeWitt Public Library is 

displaying the first Village Chart· 
:,-, er along with DeWitt's new City 

Charter as part of a display for 

~ 
H er itage Day of Michigan Week. 
There are also many old photo· 

~ \ graphs of the DeWitt area being 
\i:;J shown. 
' At the library board meeting 

...._ · last Thursday evening, Mrs. F ern 
Wellington was elected President; 
Kenneth Weaver, Vice-Pres; Mrs. 
Lloyd Berkimer, Sec'y; and Alfred 
Smith, Treas. Former board mem­
ber, Mrs. Lawrence Keck, is a 
mem'ber of the County Library 
Board; Mrs. Rex Archer has re-

~ 
tired af ter serving nine years on 
the board. The Library says "many 
thanks" for long and faithful ser· i,flt, Faye Hanson. 
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A \EW LOOK - !\'lrn experiment with beards as much as women do with hairdos. And 
this summer DeWitt Snperin(rndent of Schools James Ritchie added a goatee and mus­
tathc to his appearance. DeWitt Junior High Principal Jack Enderle had a s imilar idra 
ancl grew a full-sized beard. The shoe's on the other Foo( now, and whrn askcc\ bow their 
wi\•e, felt -about the new look, both replied: "N;i rommenl!" 

) 
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CLINTON COUNTY NEWS, St. Johns, Michigan 

notes from 

the bookshelf 
By F AY°E HANSON 

Librarian 
ym Public Library '" 

t.cj;.:;!•J~;~L. ~,:::~ 
(Editor's Note: Mrs Hila 

Bross, librarian at the Be­
ment Public Library, is on 
vacation. Mrs Faye Hanson, 
librarian at the DeWitt Public 
Library, guest writes this 
week about the big job of 
moving into new facilities,) 

Moving 14;ooo books at any• 
time 1s a chore, but doing so 
at Christmastime is nightmare! 

This is the problem now being 
coped wit!]_ at the DeWitt Public 
Library. For several years the 
library has existed in inadequate 
quarters in the Memorial Build­
ing; then the Memorial Associa­
tion decided to ~dd a two-story 
addition to the building and to 
turn the existing s tructure over 
to the library. The library board 
gave the Memorial Assn. $5,500 
from their general fund to help 
wlth the new addition. 

THE ORIGINAL part of the 
buildlng was then remodeled with 
lowered ceiling, new lighting, 
new paint job, some new furni­
ture and wall-to-wall carpeting. 

Some of the things 1n the new 
library were purchased with a 
$3,000 legacy l eft to them by 
the late Eva Cole who was civic 
minded and always interested 
in her public library, 

Two weeks ago I, my assistant, 
Mrs Margaret Roberts , the li­
brary page and two teen-age boys 
began moving books. We are 
finding books we haven't seen in 
some time. After all the books 
were stacked in piles 1n the new 
library one of the boys said­
"Man, Mrs Hanson, how did you 
get all of those books 1n that 
small library?" Well, it wasn't 
easy, They were piled In boxes, 
piled under the reading table and 
desk and piled just about any 
place that there was a vacant 
space, 

Now some order Is coming 
out of chaos and the DeWitt 
Public Library plans on having 
a public opening on Sun., J an. 8, 
from 2 to 6 p.m. 

The move is almost accom­
plished but there are a couple 
of harried librarians who were 
able _to do very little Christir:::---,-
shopping this yearl / • 

------------------ -·- -- -- • ,I -
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\WITT WEEKLY ADVERTISJ 

From the DeWitt Library I 
I know that it has been a long 

time siuce the1·e has been a library I 
. column, but wl1en you stop to t1iink ! 
1 that we loaned almost 3000 mot·c I 
books Urn.1t tho St. Jollt18 Public 
Library last year (St. John::i 2,1,- , 

i 012 ; DeWitt 2(), 984) you know 
I that wc arc V<!l"Y busy. We have 
less space and less help than they 
have, and about half of the budget 
(St. Johns $6,011.00 - DeWitt $3,­
l!0li.00) - so you see we are <loing 
a king-sized business in a pint- · 
sized space. 

While om· books do not have the 
Dewey decimal nunil.Jers on them, 
Lhcy are a ll ca talogued and urc l 
arranged in Dewey-decimal order. ' 
This in accordance with the State 
Library becnuse they say that this 
is simpler and saves throwing out 
our card catalogue and starting all 
over. 

There is a certified public librar­
ian in attendance, who has all 
charge, assisted by assistant libra­
ria ns. This means she has complet­
ed tl,e workshops pl'cscribcd by the 
~Late Library and has college cred­
i ls in .13uok Selection. 

The DeWitt Public Library is 
neither fbh n or fowl, it is like 

, 'J.'op:iy, - '1It just g1·ew.'1 So we 
1 huve petit.ion;; out to establish w; 
a:; a township librar y ; technically 
we arc already this nnd are so 
listed by Lhe State Librnry as we 
r cce i ve the lion 's share of our op­
ern ti ng- funds from the 'Lowuship 
($3,000) and $1000 from the Vill­
ag·c. This money co1Hcs out of the 
gtnaral fund of both village and 
township, so village people really 

, pay twic.:e. So we are also asking 
I that a tax, nut to cxc:eed one mill 
: on a dollar, b,: lev ied for the estab­
j li ,; hnw11L n11.t ti lli'flOrl or a Lownahip 
, librnry. Wlicu IL cu111c;c Lo 11,ill,1, I 

I 
am not very bright, but it WllS ex­
plained to me thus: this would 
m<.:an a bout $2.50 on an asseHse,1 

; evaluation of $5,000, so i t w,mld 
l cost the average family about $1.25 

to $ l. 76 a yt,a1· for library :mp port. 
Mu:-;t fam ilies spend more than this 
on cigar ettes or amusemcllts in a 
W<.;ek, so i t seems !ill.le enuug-h to 
contr ibut e to you t· public lib1·ary. 

l It abo means that villag-c people 
would vay only once. · 

I P,~rltaps yo u would like to know 
a l ill:le of lhe history of the DeWitt 

: P ublic L1Lra1·y. In the early 1930';; 
IM ... and Mrs. P. J . Carris and their 
two small daughter s moved into 
our village. They came from Det­
roit nml wcrn used to having- a pub­
lic librnry clos<:. Mrs. Carris cullccl 
tugetl ,er several women who were 
memhc1·:; of tlie now defu11t;t De­
Witt Civic Club, among them Mrs. 
C. H. Fuerstenau, Mrs. Willium 
llewiLt, Mrs. Lawn,nce vVoodruff, 
and Mrs. liuwarcl Wulkcr, und ask­
ed them if they would pool their 

I books and she would t ake charge 
. of loaning· them :;o that the people 
: in th e village w ould have a wider 
. variely vf books to r ead . 'l'hus the 
, D" \Vitl Public Library was born. 
1 H Lecil rne n.l'tiliat,:;d with the State 
Librni·y in JO;J.J. ft l1as hacl S(;Vei-al 



I lu~;:;;:1:1ip:u~;~ vil1n;~~!~c~1~\~~t.~·ei'l'}i; 
, p;.iy twice. So we arc abo asking 
I that a tax, not to exceed one mill 
: on a dollar, be levied for th& estab­
j lishme nt nnd support of a tow_nship 

I 

hl.irnt·y. When it co.mes to n11lls , I 
am not very bright, but it wns ex­
plained to me thus: this wolt'!d 
mean about $2.50 on an assesst:tl 

; evaluation of $5,000, ;;o i t would 
I cos l the average fa mily about $1.25 
to $1 .75 it year fo1· librmy snpport. 
Mo~t families spend more than this 
on cigarettes or amusements in a 
week, so i t Set:ms lilLlc enough to 
conti·ibuLe to your public library. 

I It also rneaus that village people 
would pay only once. 

I i>cl'haps you would like to know 
a lil lle of the history of the De Wit t 

: Public Libral'y. In the c:uly J030's 
I !\,fr. and Mrs. P . J . Canis and their 
two small daughters moved into 
om: village. 'l'hey came from Det­
roi t and were used to having a pub­
lic lil.,rary close. Mrs. Canis called 
together several women who were 
meml.iers of the 110 w dcfuuet De­
Wilt Civic Club, among them Mrs. 
C. H. Fuerstenau, Mrs. William 
HewiLt, Mrn. Law1·cnce Woodi-uf:f, 
aad Mrs. Howard Walker, and ask­

. cJ them if they would pool thl!ir 
I books and she would t ake charge 
: of loaning them so that the people 
; in the villag-e would have a wider 
. va riety of books to r ead. Thu:; the 
1 lJeWi Lt Public Li!Jrnry was horn. 
\ It became affiliat ed with t he State 
· Library in 193,1. It has l1ad several 
homes, the firs t in the rear of the 
old post o.fficc bui lding on Main St. 
- next in the bnilding now how,­
ing Bob's Barber Shop; n ex t, up 
over the old fire hall on Bridge St., 
which was torn down n :few year:i 
Lnck; and finally in the Memol'ial 
JJuilding. 'l'hero have becu rn 11 ·,y 
lil)l'arinns ovcx the years inclmlini;; 
Mrs. Mildred Carri:;, Mrs. Gladys 
Walker, Mrs. Rl1oda P ierson and 
.l\frs. Dorothy Miller, who is now 
a libnnian in the Documents Dept. 
of the State Library. 

Tv get these Lwo proposals on 
the ballot to establ ish us as a 
townshi)J library a nd levy a tax not 
to exceed 1 mill, we n eed 50 sig·n­
a tures, so i£ you use and enjoy 
your libt·ary, be sm·e and ijuppurt 
tlU, 

- Paye H unson, Librarian. ' 

,,.,--.... 



~WITT WEEKLY ADVERTIS 

From the DeWitt Library 
The •rownship gives us $2,000 a 

year instead of $3,000 as stated in 
hi,;L week's column. 

There is a I.,.ilYrary Board with 8 
m (,rnbers, six are elected from the 
village fol· 3 ye,u· tef!HS, and two 
are appointed by the Township 
Boar d. 11' we cleari.l'.y our sLatmi 

1 
and become a Township Libr ary, 
in actua lity as well as fact, tltis 

: will have ehange, aml Lhey will Le 
1 eleeteJ through townshi p election. 
· At p1·escnt om· board consists of ll 
Pre;;idcnt, Mabel Lee ; Vice Pres., 
.Janet Woodruff; Secretary, Lui,; 
Mershon; Trea:;ttrer, Rhoda l'ier­
son; and trustees, Zada Buys, Prin­
cess l'arkel', Enline Phillips and I 
.lVIamio Archer. At the March vill­
age election, two trnstees will be 
elected. 'l'rnstecs may hold office 
for no m ore tlrnn two consecutive 
te,·ms. Mabel Lee will not run for, 
r e-election aad l(hoda Pierson will 
tun. nai-t,arn Dinsibier and Hazel 
Norris are also running;. The board 
meets in the Memorial Building the 
1st Thursday of ever y month at 
1 :'16 1i.m. The librarian is an ex­
oHieio rnemuer o.f this board and 
presents a monthly statement o:!' 
library affairs and the bills to be 

.paid. 
Among this week best sellers wc 

have "The Ag;uny and The E:cs tacy" 
a biogl·aphical novel about Miehc­
ang·elo by Irving Stone; ''Daught­
er oi Silence" by Munis L. We8l; 
"To Kill A Mocking; Bird" by· Harp­
er Lei!; ''The Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich" by Wm. Shirer; The 
New English Bible; "My Saber fa 
Bent" by Jack Pua; 'Living Free' 
by Joy Adamson; "A NaUon of 
Sheep" by Lederer; 'Spirit Lake' 
by MncKinley Kantor, and "'fhe 

•,J udus Free" by A. J. Cronin. 
We a lsu have scveral ot her new 

boob, amo11g- them Emily Kim­
brong·h's "Pleasure by the Rus­

•loacl", "The W.intcr of Our Discon-
1.on l.'' lty :John ~Lui11hl1\•h, '''I'hu 
l\1a~Ll~r of U1.;1H..:va", a 11t.>vcl LH.l::iCd 

on the I ife of John Calvin by 
Char les FL Ban-, "Kidnap", the 
story of the Lindberg case, and 
many more. 

We:, wish to thauk Mr. and Mrs. 
· Edward Rasmussen for the books 
they gave us this past week, and 
all thuse who have given us book;; 
and rnag;azine~ over the J)ast fow 
monthn. W,, ll'uly apin·eciatc thAn, 

- Fav,. ,:r .• - -
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Lans ing, M ichigan 

DeWitt Library <;.ets $2,000; 
Fails to Win Official Status 

By JERRY MOSKAL Mrs. Za<la Buys said official in her will to the library that wa) 
( Journal Staff Writer) recognition would permit the Ji. invested in bonds and the interest 

DEWITT, April 3-Library offi- ~rary that operates fro'm quarters used . lo purchase gardenipg and 
cials were told by the DeWitt m the Veterans ~ emonal bu1_ldmg religious books. 

_.., . . • , . . . here to share m Justice of the The library is now open fou1· 
towns,.ip_ board Monday night t~ peace collections to the lune of hours a day, Monday through 
keep thell' going book·lendmg bus1- qbout $5,000: Saturday and two hours on Friday 
ness opcralmg without the legal ARGUMENTS OFFERED night:. The new plan would per-
status they seek. But board members pointed out mit it lo be open 40 hours a week. 

Board members placated the that the $5,000 would be taken Mrs. Buys and Mrs. Mabe! Lee, 
library, which has no official from school districts in lhe. town- rel'.nng b?ard president, said the 
status, by doling out anothc1; $2.- ship; the library is not centrally h~i_ary may now be fore;? to ,c_ut 
000 lo keep it funclioniug for an- localed ; and the village would ~-ack t;l a ~I~ ee-~ay _week_ i°~~t r 
other hoped-for year. get off cheape;. than il has in the 10»

1
- le I ranan ~s paic . · .' 5 

They fought off a . charge by past under the plan. an '.?ur and the as~1slant hbrar-
f 

· ian ~l an hour 
two o the seven-woman board by The village last year donated . · 
promising to study the question of $1,000 to the library's operation. HAS 12,000 BOOKS 
forming a district library with Mrs. Buys told the board that The libra ry now has 12,000 books ; 
the village of DeWitt, which al- if the township entered the agree- and ii monthly t:irculalion of 3,500, ! 
ready has agreed to the plan. meul and authorized 3/10 o[ 1 serving DeWitt township and vii- : 

THE STATE JOUR
.NAL mill o_n tb~ $13,550,771 to-._vnship la~e and par_ts of Watertown and 

valuatwn (mcludmg the village) Olive townships. 
POUNDED APRIL 2a. 1ass the state will subsidize it at 5~2 "We beg from the village and · 

Publwhed .... .-..a., anernoons and cents for each of the 7,64~ popula- we beg from the township," Mrs. 1 Bun d a Y morninos b y F'EDERATED tion Lee said. "It's a donation affair. 
PUBLICATIONS, INC., from the ot!Jce · 'II h · 
o! Th• :s,a,o Journn'. 120 E . Lenawee (fo meet the formula require- We ave to contmue as we 
~~ictL!~"\'.'.:',;,.;-;1,1t11i.~~~;;~~1

0 
class Po•ln1<o mcnl.,, the township would pay 54 arc, neither fish nor fowl. We J 

suascRiPnor1 R~TES cents per person on the 6,411 town- won:t be open six days a week, 
Delivered by currier I D Lnn,ln~. En•I ~hip population ($3 461 94) and that S for sure." 

Lansing 0.11<1 adJncent territory per I ·11 · ' · · "B ·1·n ·t f · l I l tl ' week soc, per yeur s26.0o BY m; u on l 1e VI age on \ls 1,238 populal10n I g 1 . up or a vq e, e 1e 1 
R.1•'.D. rou,es In counties or narry, ($(i68 52) people decide" Warden Keyes 
Clare, Clinton . Eaton, Gratiot. In"-hitm · · · t h' ] k' · fl" d ' ( lonla, _Isabella Ll\•ln•s<on. Montcalm Mrs. Buys explained this would owns 1P C er -, 0 ere , · . 
f!'d 

1
~hia,~a,se

1
e. wd here NO ean-ler serv- give the district library full state "We can't give away something \ 

l;e manta 01! , pa,-a~Je tn a d vance . . . · . h· •t t ,, . ·d t. R h 
Per mouth $1. so: th, ,. mo111.hs s3.50: subsidy while the simple legal we aven go , sa1 t ustee on- . 
•" months S6 50: on, year $1° 00 ' aid I'iebl · · m · t ff. ti j Other m a n subsrr1pt,a·,s m Mlchiga~ status would allow it Lo collect '- et m ovmg o O er le 

t
P•!•blo In ttdvari,,e. ver month s1 :1~; the $5 000 in legraJ fines even with- $2,000 and to give the question t 
luet monlh , $4. I~; 6\x months $9.50: ' . . f • l • . . d " } b • •d . · 

one Year Sl0.00. Mall sUIJSCrlPUons out- out township or village co11tribu- UJ L ICJ slu y. I le 031 Ulhllll· 
side or Mtch1gan. paya ble In actva,:ce, 1. . mously passed the motion :: 
per month $2.25; three mouths $5.75· .. JOnS. . , . 
11< months s 11.oo: one rear s22.oo. ' VILLAGE BENEFITED Mrs. Buys said the board had to 5 

MEMBER oF THE AssoctATEo .. . . act this week in order lo have the a 
PREss . DeWitt <v!llagel would get the librar share in the u comin , d 

The Associated Press 1s entl~led exclu- biggest benefit and pay Lhe least " J't yf l r· b tip t g " •lveJy to the use tor republication oI d C . . ' sp I O pena mes y 1e s ate. 
a lt the local news pdutcd In this news- Fre uly, township supervisor, o 
paper as weu as all A. P. news di•- l'etorted. "What's going to hap- OPl:RATED BY BOARD 
patches (APrll 30, 19471 Also aerved · , h · · 
by unt,ed Press 1nte,oati,ma1. pen when you need a new build- r e village and townslup, would h 
tauon. etc_ ing'!" each appoint two members _to the h 

PHONE~- o1a1 _,v 5.3211 _ tor au de- · The library starlcc! in 1939 board under lhe plan. The hbr.iry f 
r a~tments. Editorial. J\.dve1·t.1stng. Cu·cu.. 1 

( • 1 ( 

a110n. ece. _____ _ when a few women met in a small 1s now run_ by a seven-member F 
~••••••••••t!••••••••♦ room in a viJJage building and boa!·d app~inted by the two gov- ti 
• Hvde s · • exchanged a few books has grown ernmg boches. !ROCK-SHOP: Lo its present size. ' Oliver Angell, a township trus- v 
• . ♦ Land for t(1e Veterans Memo- tee,· said he ,obJer;led lo .equal 1 
: 0 ~1 '!West Saginaw : rial building was donated with representation on the proposed ' 
♦ pen a1 Y 11 a, m .• 8 p. m. • the understanding the library };)oard with the village since the s_ 
• Sat. 10 • 6 • 1 t ' f th t I · · · c 
• Phone 487.6223 • wou ld always hav('. quarters avail- popu a_ 1~11 o ; _o~ns 11p 1s -~ IX 

t•••••••.••••••••••••••~ able there. A resident left $3,000 times t~at _of the _vill<-1ge. He said ] 
·· · · ·· ·· - · --- - · · · ··· ·- · he d1dn t hke takmg away money 

1
. You'll Like Your Next 
New Ch°evrolet Even 
Better When You 
Buy at~--

Bud ~outs Chev. Co. 
2801 E. Michigan IV 9-6533 

from the school districts three of 
which objected lo the pr~posal. 

The board agreed to consider 
a iding the Valley Farms school 
district in sharing in the about 
$1,500 cost of setting up a blinker 
system for school children al 
Stale rd. and Brooks st., to reduce 
,speed from 35 to 25 miles per 
hour; . approved a l?arn dance 
permit to Emery Howe if he ob­
ta ins a zoning 0. K. for the prop• 
erly al US-27 and Round Lake ,·d., 
and said Wood rd., from Webb to 
Clark rds., would be widened and ' 
improv~d. 
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IDe Witt to Vote on Funds I! 
,For Addition. to Library;1i[ 
I Voters in DeWitt Township will brarian, secs a need for about ; 
.be asked Monday at the biennial,1$5,000 to expand the library, and ~=: 
spring. election to pr~vide. el?ow she estimates tb~t a levy of 3/ 16 ~ .­
room for an overcrov.ded ~brarr mills would provide the necessary ~ 
· The "ballots for book_s" JS~ue JS income. After --that, fine money ~ 
,in the form of a special !Tllllage would furnish revenue to main- ~ 
proposal which would. a 11 ° W a tain an expanded library opera•:~ : 
levy of up to one mill over 1?e lion, sbe said. 1;;;;,;· 
ne~t three )'.ears in __ the . townshi~, A fel'.' years ago a _DeWitt resi- ~ 
,which now 1s expe11encmg hea,y ,dent bequeathed the library $3.000 ~ 
' residential grov.~h. . j\\'hich \\'OUld also be used to en-,~ 

If the populall?n passes, the li·11arge the onE'-room, cramped op- ;:_ 
brary auiomat1cally . transfers eration, ii the plan is approved at.~ 
from ~1illage _to tow_nsh1p st~t~s. the polls. j~, 
becoming ehg1ble fm funds ,,hich Located in a corner of the De-,g_ 
are distributrd to libraries from Witl Memorial Build in;;, the libra- ~; 
court fines. . r an- could be extended out inlo :~c 

Mrs. Leo Hanson. DeWitl !J.

1

v_acant property with an addi-11j .. -i 
lloo. -

Mrs. Hanson says the library 
1
;:_: 

last year CJrculated more ~ook_sl""'."' 
than did the St . Johns Public L1- ":':':: 
brary, with 1,384 borrow:rs tak- ~i­
ing 28,119 books. Operation has ~ 
been on a part-time basis, which = 

, also would be ch?nged under the ~ 
proposed plan. Library hours c~r- ~ 
rentlv are 12: 30 lo 4: 30 p.m. datly -­
except Sunday and on Friday eve- ~ 

,nings. ~ 
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CRAMPED QUARTERS-Overcrowded conditions in DeWitt's cramped, one-room library are the 
reason behind a special election issue facing DeWitt Township voters Monday. On the biennial spring 
ballot will be a millage proposal for levying up to one mill over the next three years to modernize 
and expand facil ities and change status of the library from village to township operation. (State 
Journal Photo. ) 
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AC,REtMENT 

ThP DeWitt r. i h r1 !. :; Roa rd ac;r "'~S to pay the DeWitt MP.mar id .I 

,l.ssociation $Jl.c:;.oo per month ($1,380.00) per year ) in 
T' "' f :;rn (or full rJSf" o f expa n rfPd quarter s in the /lfe,moriai 
8 1; i 1 di no. 

Thi s a ..; reP.ment :s I be put iri forc e as of January 1, 1975 , 
and C ' ) V"' rs a one- t;ea r per i r),i . 

The DeWi t t Memor i al Associa~(on agr•P.s to p r n vide heat and 
lights ,forinq th i ,; peri.od. 

Fu t: :.irP arranq?ments ar1; t o be neqotiated by common a.<J.r~t'!ment 
o( hr t/1 pa r t :· "'.'" H the en,J o f the on•-y,,.ar p,, r :nd. 

[)€',,.' i t t l , :b rr1ry Board J1PW:'tt "le11o r i a j A.i;;.so c iati9n 
,· ,.- < .. ~ 

LOr.AL H\STORY 
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!\OT MUCH ROO~'r- DcWitt's librarians aren't untidy housekeepers, as lhis picture · may 
suggest. It's just that there is:::'t enough room in the small room. and Mrs. Faye Hanson, 
librarian, mus( stack magazines on desks an :l chairs, and sometimes Hie floor. But relief is 
in sight, as soon as the addition is compictcd on the Memorial Build.t:g, the library 11··m ha,·e 
larger quarters. (State Journal Phoi.o} 

) 

Stacks Near Ceiling 

Library Space to Grow 
_DEWITT- The De\X.'itt Publicj'great number of nev.- homes1 

Library probably could cl a i m built in this area. I 
I.be record for having the 1110s1 ' Library circulation has grown. 
books per cubic feet. !from 500 volumes U1e f irst year

1
• 

But Mrs. Faye Hanson, li-jto 29,500 the past year . 
brarian, and Mrs. Margaret Rob- / Funcjs are supplied b)' the city, , 
erts, her assistant, are not boast-/township, federal go·>'ernrnent · 
ing about the overcrowded situa-1and penal fmes. By joining the · 
tion. Their dilemma increases.Central Michigan Library Sys· 
as new volumes come in and tern last year, the library be- I 
must be stacked closer to the came eligible for federal aid. : 
ceiling er on the floor. This aid consists mainly of books 1 

FortunatE>ly, relief is in sight. and technical services. : 
The library now is housed in DeWitt P ublic Library is go\•-L 

a 25 by 30 foot room in the Me-1erned by a board composed oq, 
morial CommunitY Building t,vo members from the cit\· and · 
where a two-story addition is un'. ltwo from the townshi~. Th e y 
der construction. ,are Mrs. Rex Archer, president; 1· 

When the project is compleied;nfrs._ Leonard Wellington. vice 
this spri~g, the books and maga-ipres1dent; Mrs. I-,a,1-rence Keck, . 
zmes wlll be moved w the origi-

1
secretary, and Kenneth Weaver,; 

nal structure, which will gi\·e ;treasurer. The. board mee~s the 
the library about four ti.mes as,first Tuesday of every month. ; 
much floor space. . , -

The library was established· 
in 1934 by the DeWitt CiYiC' Club 
with Mrs. P . J. Carri'> as the ' 

• first librarian. It had three Jo- i 

!cations befor~ it moved into tl1el: 
present bu1ldmg. 

'I Two years agQ, it became a, 
· district library and now serves ! 

1
an of DeWitt TO\rnship. The 1960 

1
census for !be township wa~. 

fi ,726, but this figure has almost 
1doubled since because of th e 

~l',.C.l.,.. 



DeWitt 
Mt·s Leo Hanson 

Telephone G69-93&4 

Public library 
of DeWitt joins 
library system 
OeWlTT- This fa] l the DeWitt 

Public Lil) ra,·y joined with the 
lngl1am County and East Lausing 
libraries to form a Library Sys­
tem. 

The !ll)f '.ll'ies wil l all be n in as 
separate units, as in ll\e pa!:>t , 
with thei1· own individual l.JOarcts. 
Howeve1·, as a sys tem, they pur­
chase books together to get a 
larger dis count , they art eligible 
to pic.:k up ! ede ral furn.ls for books 
wh,•n they are avaiLlble, they may 
i11lerlu:111 !Juuk:,, .1111011g l he l il11·a1·-

1es in lhe system and call upen 
the services or Renwick Garypie, 
lil.Jrari:1n of the Ingham County 
Library, which is tlw maste r 
library of the system . 

. . :"'n : . .. 

L O ,11J_ H I ST O ~ f 
C0.._L C: CTION 
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Library established 1934 

by the DeWitt Civic Club. 

F'irst L ibraricui - M rs. Percy J. Carris 

* * * 

The carpet in the library is a memorial to 

Mrs. Eva Cole, who passed awa~' in 1956 

leaving the library $3,000.00. 

The money has been invested in government 

bonds and is now being used for building 

improvements. 

* * * 

The Central Michigan Library System consists 

of the libraries in Ingham, Eaton and 

Clinton Counties, with headquarters in 

Mason. 

By belonging to the System, we bur books at a 
greater discount, have technico.l help 
when necessary, and receive a Federal 
Grant in the form of 36 mavzine sub­
scriptions. 

) 

Present Library Personnel -

Libraria,n - Faye E. Hewson 

) 

Assi-stcrnt Librarian - Mcirgaret Robats 
Page - Linda Chapel 
Mci intenance - Jlah Kosht 

* * * 

Present Library Board -

P resident - M rs. Rex A rche1· 
Vice p,.esident - Mrs. Fern Wellington 
S ecretary - Mrs. Lawrence ](eek 
Treasu1·er - I< enneth Weave1· 

* * * 

New Furniture from -

Michigan School Service - Demeo and 
Adriandack Chair Company. 

Carpet - Baute], Inc. 

Ceiling - D. C. Laraway, Incorporated 

Lighting - Fox Electric. 

Heat duct work - La,uence Foy. 

Interior Decorating: 
Jack Rice and Ben Harris. 

Mounted Children's Mural -
given by Mr. & Mrs. Avery Mersho11 



JN NEW LIBUAJtY-The Yo11th .Section or DeWiU.'s new library gets plenty of use hy the 
younger element these days. At the table· arc Martha llotkc and Chris McNeilly; slamling 
are Susan Shooltz and Tom Ashley. 

At DeWitt 

Library Gets 'Elbow Room' 
DeWlTf-Order is coming out The board consists of two per- stalled; the interior was redeco­

of chaos and books that haven't sons apvainted by the township rated; wall-to-wall carpeting 
·een the light of day in some and two from the city. Present added in all areas except the 
s membe1·s are Mrs. Rex Archer . 
time ,tre turning up. . and Kenneth Weaver from the lohby ; and new funuture pur-

That's . because the De~1tt township; and Mrs. Lawrence chased. 
Public Library_ has moved mto Keck· and Mrs. Fern Wellington A legacy of $3,000 left to the 
new quarters at 206 W. Wash- from the city. Librarian is Mrs. board by Mrs. Eva Cole-affec­
ington St., and the public is in- Faye Hanson. lionately known to everyone in 
vited to inspect the facilities Next came remodeling of the the town as "Auntie Cole" -
any Sunday from 2 p.m. to 6 new space New lighting was in- helped. . 
p.m. ' Shottly before Christmas the 

For 20 years the library oper- "stupendous job" of moving sev-
ated from a room only 28 feel era! thousands books was begun. 
by 17 feet. That's when some long unseen 

It wasn't easy. Books were books were uncovered . 
stacked in every available cor- The DeWitt Civic Club estab-
ner and the librarians were lished the library in 1934 and ap-, 
often frustrated in their search pointed Mrs. P. J. Carris as the' 
ifor a book. Nevertheless, the Ii- first librarian. It has had three' 
brary loaned out as many as 30,- previous homes. 
000 books a year. Il became a disll"ict library 

Then, several months ago the two and one-half years ago and 
library board was g iven four _encom1>assed all of De Wil\ 
times as much space when the Township. As a member or t'.~-
DeWitt Memorial Assn. began a Central Michigan Library t:re 
two-story addition to the Mem- Lem - whose headquarter, ted· 

. orial Bldg. and turned its exist- in Mason-it is (lligible f P: . 
_ing quarters over Lo the library. era! aid. · ____ ___ .. 

LOCAL HISTORY 
COLLECTION 

BOX Fl LE 



OX-ROAST MAKES IT POSSIRLE-Librarian Faye Ha11-
son has another busy day at the DeWitt Public Library 
in the Veterans Memorial Building. The community cen­
ter was enlarged last spring to provide space fo1· a 
larger library. The anuual Ox-Roast is being held ill 
DeWitt on Satin-day to r'dise funds to pay off the mort­
gage. (Statc Jou111al Photo) 

LOr:AL HISTORY 
COLLECTION 
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DeWitt Township's nevv library building is taking shape as township supervisor Dale E merson and clerk, Donna 
Syverson inspect the progress of the new facility. Announcement of the opening of the lib rary will be n.ade at a later date. 

) 



.October 23, 1979 .The 

De Witt library fights_, 
. . . . . - . ·. (' 

battle of the t,u,_dget 
. . 

By Patrice Hornak 
Staff Writer 

If there were more crime in 
DeWitt City _ and DeWitt 
Charter Township, there 
wou_ld- be better services 
available at DeWitt Public 
Library. ' · · 

Now, mayQe that d~ sn't 
make n:mch sense, but to 
librarian Faye Hanson, that's 
just about how the system 
works. You see, ., libraries , 
receive penal fin~ money. 
· "All librarians in Michi­
gan are for bigger and better 
cr_ime;" chl!ckled Mrs. 
Hanson who went on to say 
that Michigan 1is the only 
. state in the Union that uses 

.---...its penal fines Jo support it~ 
'ibrary system. ' 

Money is becoming a real 
problem for the DeWitt 
Public Library which services 
DeWitt City, DeWitt Tow!}-­
s.hip, Bath' and Watertown 
townships and half of Olive 
and half of Riley townships. 
Come December, the library 
will -lose maqy services 
provided by the Capital 
Library Cooperative (CLC) 
because ' therX:isn' t enough . 
money. , .. 

To belong to the CLC, a 
library must ha-.ie three­
tenths of a mill of state 
equalized value (SEV) desig­
nated for its use. •'The.SEY 
.of the di's trict is now 
$18,636,455 for the city and 
$61,228,851 for the township 
so we need a guaranteed 
minimum local support of 
S23, 959," explained Mrs. 
Hanson. 

Penal fines· net the library 
about $9,000. The city is 
c~:mtributing $4,000 and the 

, tqwnship is giving SJ,000 
· s year to support the 
rary. That totals $16,000, 

about $8,000 short of ·the 
money needed to allow 

. DeW'itt's library to stay in 
the CLC. 

What services will be lost 
once DeWitt doesn't qualify 
for the CLC? 

• . I 

, There a{e audio-visual 
services; central.ized pur­
chasing , !lnd processing, . 
including· cataloging; inter­
loaning of library material; 
delivery service; story hour 
programs; in-service training· 
and workshops; and profes­
.sional advi§t>ty service. 

DeWitt's library is caught 
in a squeeze. Its pop:ulation 
and SEV are growing but 

"The timing is not right;" -
she said. · · · 

To cut back ,on' expenses, 
the library has b~en buyi~g ·. 
paperback books · instead qf 
the hardcover ones.· About 
half of the library books ar~ 
paperbacks because a biog­
raphy in hardback, for 
instance, cqsts around $1.ii. 

Pjease see page 13 

'Instrumental ... , \."' 

Managing a library these days Isn't easy. 
Tryin_g to make e9ds meet at the DeWitt 
library are (from left) . Mi Iver Brunton, . 
library board president; Faye Hansen, 
librarian; and Georgianna Griffin, s~cretary 
of the · library board. ( Photo by --Patrice 
H~~~ . . - . 

penai fines aren' t keeping 
step. Mrs. Hanson pointed 
out that six years ago the 
county gave the DeWitt 
library $29,000 in penal 
fines. Traffic offenses ,and 
such haven't decr~ased,, but 
Mrs. Hanson said tji.e ' 
method pf l!_sses~ing fines 
has. , ' 

"Where it used to cost 
$100 for the penal fine and 
$20 for court costs, now· it is 
switched -arouJ\d and·· its , a 

' 

S20 penal fine and SlOO in 
court costs." It's a tacti~ for 
the courts to get , a bigger 
·share of the money-to "get 
their hands in the boney­
pot, " . according to Mrs. 
Hanson. 

DeWitt or · DeWitt 
Township have never levied 
a millage to support their 
library. If a millage proposal , 
were passed , "Then it 
(library services) wouldn't.be 
taken away from .us,"· said 
Georgianna Gri{fin, secre­
tary of the library board. But, 

Hall~ee-n ·is j~s·t around · 

R~~emb~r.-- lpts of ghoi 
' . . . 

.ghouls will,be on the stree 
• I :, 

-~~~
th:~:so;~:~.;~~:~J ,~ D R'I VE.· S 4 .... 

much of a chance of pass~ g._ ~~ . . ~ _ _ · P' .. 



' 

; ,.e agr~ement was signed by the township•s, attorney, 
J. Richard Rob;,1son, and Peter Cohl and Joseph Fink 

LU • lll5JJ uo,:se JeV1a'JS. l ITIS 

increases the potentfaJ for 
hearing loss, as many farm 
jobs require long hours on 
tJie tractor.. Use of hearing 
protection- is highly recom: 
mended when using tractors· 
manufactured before 1970 or 
whenever noise level is 
excessive. 

cx1tminon omce. UU~JJl UC:: .:I JUU~, J.U:1!5 LUU\. V~J.V&.\, '--" "".lJV.U.<.. .1.¥"-VY\....1.,. 

attorneys for · ) m County. . · 
The i~sue b-. .... n in May; and it didn't look like Bath 

Township had -much of a chance. 1n·· this case however, 
· patience and persistence paid off, · 

: 

- ·~ 

Looking aheac;I 
DEWITI MERRY MIXERS-square dance club wili 
be dancing Oct. 27-at the DeWitt Middle S'chool on 
Herbison Road from 8-11- p.11'1. Guest caller this~ 
dance. Refreshments. furnished. $3.50 a couple. Air" 
are welcome. · 

BOARDSHEAD mEATEK,-;..~ill kick off its ne~. · · 
1979-80 season Oct. 18 with a production of· the . 
off-Broadway hif, "The Pa~sion of-Dracula." It will 
run through Nov. 4. Phone 484•7805 or 373~4636 for 
information. · ' · · -

-.;.;, 

_, 

*Library 

Gas-powered chainsaws 
are another contributor to 
hearing loss. Many models 
exceed the 90 dB limit and 

· should be used witJi · hearing· · 
protection: •. , . · 

Noise controJ ·can start at · 
the source. A quieter 
machine or one . ~th design 
cha'nges can be the answer. 
If possible, enclose the 
source of the noise, or put 
distance between yoursel(: 

/''• 

" -- -✓ 

The library spends about · the money froin those callee- . current budget ·is sis:ooo .. 
half as much money as it .· tions t~ the library. _ That includes. salaries for 
used to on books, and it also Small donations from_ Mrs. Hansen who has been 
has had the l~n bQo~ from patrons hav_e. helped the· with_ the libriti'y for 21 years, 
the CtC. library along and· memori'aJ a~sistant librari~ - M~on 

bool:s, given to the library in Simon and Judtth, J'erred, 

J 

-. OPEN HOUSE,: 
- ' 

October 27 & 2a ~ 
1 p.m. to 5 P-!11~ 

/. 

" 
Pure prestige ..... 
• Elegant exterior availat,I., a~ shh\nt. 

also English Tudor and Cnntt'mpc, 
rary styles 

• Spacious interior indud~-. pri\'ith' 
libra'Y. wing , 

~ Convenient island work itrl'd in 
kitchen·."· 

• Master bedroom featurl's full hath. 
walk:in ·do~• · -- ~ . 

• ·Pre-finished oak trim throughout 

. ,- . 

Plus practicality! 
• Exclush1e Energy Saving System~ 

feature.s 3½" fiberglass wall in' ' 
sulation. 12" in ceilings for R·38. 
vapcn banier. Styrofoam .. , insulated 
·,heathing. triple glazed windows, 
and more 

• Th" prict>"•i~ gu~ranteed before you 
huild . 

• The homt' is guaranteed when you 
move in 

:'~ 
.... ".;.• ?·-

The DeWitt Lions Club will the memory pf someone who and branch librarian at the 
be constructing new shelves has. died, -are very much DeWitt Township Hall 
for the paperbacks, saving appreciated. · library, Joan Smith. · 

"FHA & VA Robert Leonard, Builder/ Dealer 
the library some money. Also serving on the library financing available" -- WICK HOMES -
The. library is also helped by The libraey board chaire_d board are vice -president Fl d I b ESSEX 
T h . S . C h b M Mil 8 . · R d D' · d a 0

• •ore a out . owas Ip upervlSOr at er• . y rs. ver runton, ts-· u y toszeg, an treasurer STATION ·and- 7 other luxurious new 
ine Reed who campaigned also working to form ~ David Whitlock. · / Wick Home designs. Ask for our new 
that she didn't want a raise Friends _ of the Library The library is open 43 · ' two•story plans when you visit our• 
and when given one----after committe'e. Early in Novem• hours a week: Tuesd'ay, model home today! 
election, she decided to give ber they hope to have their Wednesday and Friday from · 1 • • , ......... .. , ,, •. 1 '"' ' i .. : .. , • ·•' ' .... '"' · 

library. She has done this for interested in joining are through f riday from 12:30- ~ 
two· years now. Mrs. Reed urged to call the library and 4:~0 p.m.; Monday through - · ~ W-ICk Hornes_.; 

(:) 
OUAL HOUSINli 
i.ENDEP 

636 E. Grand River: I 
Lalnasburg, Mi. 
Phone 651-6588 

the 593 a month raise to the first meeting and persons 9 . a.m. to · noon; Monday · · - @ . 
al~ ~ll~cts waste papers leave their ph~~!;!l.\lm~er . . ~ Fnday., 7-9 p.m.; and Satur-· Aproductof~Bu,ldingSystems.1nc 
ancl-.oawspaper. and. .briflgs~-.--Ori'flttt,;•,~ ·--·fillmt.ry-Y - -·~ from ooon tO' S-y.nr ...... ·0 -"'·t··:.::":::'•:::"':::··,:: .. .: .. .::··.::·-::. .. :::." ·:::.· '::.•::.·---::.t:.•:.Y:--:.•:.•:..:·:..:•:..:•:.._ _________ ~~~~~~~~~~~~=.I 
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,Wed.,Fri.. 9:00 to 12:00 
. • - - • • - • t 

r-:-· - - --- - ,.,- '"' 

. 12:30 to 4:30 i. 
~- :--·-··- - . ·-----

. · -· • ,I.' • 

- . " 
i-- - - - - --- - ---- ·-•- --. 

7 :00 to 9:00 P .M. .. - ~ .- ::- ··• 

s·~t.~12:001~0 -s~oo-· 
~; ·------ -· -- ... 

1-- VALLEY FARMS -- --.... .------- ""'..,...... -·- ·- - - ... ,•,-.. .~-.. - -

,-768l__Wi~~ml~ Road . 
i 
! 

--- - ·--·--- ---·-· - ---- - . 
r Mon through FrL 1:00 to 4:30_· 
- . ~- ---- - ----- ·-- ---- -- - -· ... -------- --~- -- ••----

- ·- _ __ ....._ ___ ,,,_ ---·---- - · -·- · - - ___ ...2, ___ --- - • 

1 Open to all residents in Bath 
- - -•· ·•-· . ... -··• - --• --·--·--- ... • ' • • - • • -· .. ~ •-· ., - -~-_. ~ • I 

, · .,, ' ' . ~·\;~-~ . . : 
, 

.. -- ~ - - , - - . --- ·--··- -- . --- . ---,: 
Watertown, Ohve, & R1ler, Townships · 

---.. --~ . .--- r - - - -- ----·=-.. ··,• . ..,....,. ----...----· 
1, '-

• ·r . . , . .... 
•t i' ,, 
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, Fixing it up 
DeWitt's Lions are helping spruce up the library b k. 
to house more books. · · Y ma ing new shelves 

lions helping library 
DeWitt 

Put together 1,200 feet of 
pine lumber, 250 square feet 
of plywood and 11 gal lons of 
paint along with 35 DeWitt 
I.ions an d something i s 
bound to happen. 

The DeWitt Library profit­
ed from the materials and 
manpower as the library 
received 800 feet of shelves. 
T he library i~ t ry ing lu 

expand i1s facilities. 
ln~tallatio11 wa!; on a 

p rogressive basis to allow 
room for ~oning and regular 
work. Somt: of the shelf uni ts 
wen.! mack !'or specific types 
of books while othcr unirs are 
the !11l,veabk type wi th a 

-, • ~\shed fron t and back for 
.... ' .~,J.>lc u~e a'.') Hl0n1 divi-

dcrs. 
The DeWitt Lions did all 

the work 011 LIie project and 
comple ted it last week. 
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OX-ROAST MAIEs IT POSSIBLE-Librarian Faye Han, -.,, 
son ha-s another busy day at the DeWitt Public Library/ J 
in the Veterans :Memorial Building. The commqnity cen- '.'j 
ter was enlargJ!II last spring to provide space for a · f 
larger library. 1be annual Ox-Roast is being held in , 
DeWitt on Satuniay to raise fllnds • pay oil the mort-, ~ gage. (State J01Zma1 Photo) 

L0--.'1L HISTORY 
COLLECT/ON 
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D8Witt'~: Fily8 Hanscin 
honOr8d by comrrillnity: 
By SHEILA SCHIMPF 
Journal Correspondent 

DEWITT-- People- in DeWitt 
can talk for hours about all the 
good things Faye Hanson has 
done for the community. 

Last .week' it was J)eWitt's 
tum to do something for · her: 
Monday the city council made 
the DeWitt Township resident 
an honorary citizen of the city 
and recommended that the li­
brary be renamed in her honor. 
Thursday the library board did 
just that. 

"SHE WAS THE library,'' 
said Milver Brunton·, chairman . 
of the board. · "She real!~ 
worked. She made the library 
what it is today." · 

Judy Jarrett, assistant librar­
ian, agreed. "She was born a li­
brarian," Jarrett said. "She 
was here off and on all the 
time." 

Hanson, DeWitt's librarian 
for more than .22 years, has 
been in Sparrow Hospital since 
Dec. 21, a cancer patient who is 
not expected to live much 
longer. The diagnosis came·as a 
surprise Dec. 30. 

"I came in after the first of 
the year," said i.,awrence Arba­
nas, a science and health 
teacher at DeWitt Middle 
School, "And she told me right 
off she was dying. Right in the 
hospital room she had every­
thi_ng organized. That's just the 
way she was, the funeral plans, 
everything. I just couldn't be-

lieve it. I knew this was a pow- . 
erful person who is leaving us.'' 

AR BANAS PUT into motion 
the plans that eventually. re­
sulted in renaming the library. 

"This is what she used to 
·' cto," said Arbanas, who worked 

with Hanson on DeWitt's bicen- · 
tennial plans, local history 
courses in the middle school. 
and a filmstrip. "f said, ' I've 
got the strength. I can do it.' r 
came out and got all my phone 
numbers and just started call­
ing everybody. And everybody I 
called was ' so enthusiastic and 
agreed this· is what should be 
done." - · · 

Local historians claim Han­
son as one of their own. In 1980 
she was appointed to the Clin­
ton County Historical Commis­
sion. 

"She did a great deal of work 
with every civic group of every 

Faye Hanson 

age," said Geneva Wiskemann, 
chairman of the county com­
mission. Hanson made contri­
butions to the DeWitt Bicenten­
nial publications, the new Clin­
ton County history, and worked 
with Arbanas on a slide/ 
filmstrip presentation of the 
history of the Clinton House Ho-· 
tel. 

. "SHE WAS AN avid collector 
of primary sources. relating to · 
the local a rea," Wiskemann 
said. Hanson stashed old school 
records, photos, and othet'. loc_al 
documents in. the library. She 
was working on the Heritage 
Conservation Survey,_ assessing 
old bridges, sites, and buHdings 
for historical value, until 6ec.ilf,. 
ness intervened. : :~ . · 
- Hanson, 60, was born in-t;ans-. 
ing and graduated from :_Lans.­
ing's Central High Sch66J-. in 
1938. She married Leo Hanson 
that same year and had'- their. 
first baby the.following yea_:i:: -: ~ · 

The Hansons have fivEt -.cjlif­
dren, Linda, Gary, Crystal-,:·Jan, 
and Herb; 16 grandchildren, 
and one great grandchild. ·· , ·: · 

Her husband was a fa.rme, in 
the early years, keeping a.:,cfa_iry 
herd for some time and planting . 
field crops. Most recenay ·he: 
was a school janitor and has. 
since retired: -- , 

"lf YOU WANTED anythi~g . 
done you asked Faye bequs~-it 
would be done with enthusj• 
asm," said Dorothy Keel(. one 
of Hanson's friends. < - '. . . .. - ; 
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_Library gets $.600 
DeWITT - About $600 has been given to 

the DeWitt District Fare Hanson Memorial 
Library in memory o Faye Hanson who 
died of cancer Jan. 9. ' 

The donations have come from individu­
als and organizations. Some came with sti­
pulations such as one $50 check for the pur­
chase of travel books. "She loved to 
travel," said Milver Brunton, chairman of 
the library board. 

Brunton says in addition to the books the 
lib~ary .~ill be abl~ to purchase a type­
wnter. We appreciate what!s been given 
m her name," Brunton said. " We don't 
have much money." Hanson was librarian 
for more than 22 years. No librarian has 
been hired by the board, Brunton said. 
Judy Jarrett, assistant librarian, is acting 
librarian. . . 

--- ·- ----··· ...... 

HANSON,FAYE -=:.-

305 iancelot Place 

eassed away Jan. 9, 
1982. at the age of 00. 
She lived all of her li_fe 
in the Lansing DeWitt 
area. She has been the 
librarjan f<>r the last 22 
years for th~ DeWitt 
City Library. She was 

'also a member of the 
DeWitt Eastern Star, 

l member of the Clinton 
County Historical Soci­
ety also on ijle Library 
~rd, memper of ~e ,1 
DeWitt Commumty ,, 

•·Church. Survived · by 
her husband Leo; 2 · 
daughters, Linda Allen 
of Florida and Crystal 

. coumya of Vermont­
, ville; 3 sons, Gary of 

Sunfield, Jan of Indiana 
and Herbert -of Ver­
montville; 4 brothers, 
Dewayne 'Gearhart of 
Florida, Br1;1ce 

·. Gearhart of Florida, 
William Gearhart of 
Ithaca and Don of Lan· 
isng; a lso h~r mother, 
Lucy Gearhart ?f 
DeWitt; 16 grandchil­
dren; I great g~nd­
child. Funeral services 
will be held at 1 p.m. 
Tues.~· at the : DeWitt,'{ 
Community Church 
with Rev. Murl East· · 
man · officiating, also . 
conducting services 
will be the Eastern 

• Star. Burial will be in 
the Gunnisonville Cem­

. etery. Visitatiop will be 
at the DeWitt Area 
chapel until 11 a.m. 

'•Tues. The family will 
receive visitors Mon, 2-

'4 &' 7-9 p.m. Memorials 
may be give» to the ~ 
'peWitt City Library. 
through the · funeral 

:pon_w p~ the libr~ry. 
' 
, , " ,.,.;' 

, ~ ,t._.,.1 .. ~•'l.~-,.,1.JA• 
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CITY OF DEWITT 
414- E: MAIN S T REE T MICH IGAN 48820 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DEWITT 
ADOPTED AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 4, 1982 

On a motion by Councilman James Boyd, seconded by 
Councilman Don Steavens and carried by unanimous vote 
of the Council that be it 

RESOLVED that the City Council supports the 
recommendations of many of the citizens of the 
City of DeWitt to change the name of the DeWitt 
Public Library to th~ Faye Hanson Memorial 
Library, in honor of Faye Hanson, Librarian. 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE, ACCURATE AND COMPLETE copy of a 
resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of 
DeWitt at their regular meeting of January 4, 1982. 

Dated: January 6, 1982 

Sharon Pierce Ambrose 
Clerk/ Treasurer 

LOrAL HISTORY 
COLLECTION 

BOX FILE 
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fit 's a Small world fof" model buildinQ bfoth~rs ''.~(,;::·:: 
. . • -✓ ~: - "':-.. 

. . 
.By,DAVID THOMAS Russell and Roger don't.spend all their lime in the 

. . woodshop creating models of Mfchigan's significant ar-
-It was the day after Faye Hanson's funeral, .and · chitectural -structures·. They a_dmit to ,interests in 

DeWitt Middle School teacher Lawrence Arbanas was ~ hockey, cross country skiing, music and a variety of 
on the telephone. -school activities. They also keep their afternoons oc-

"There's an interesting story related to Faye and the ... · cupied by sharing a paper,route. · , .. : : · 
~ fact that the DeWitt Library will be named.after her,'' · · 
he said. '' A young man in our school has built a model of 

d he library. It even has Faye's name on it and it looks 
just like the library will look when the official lettering 
is in place. . . . . _ 

· "The young rrian•s· name is Russell Pline,,; Arbapas · 
said. " In fact, the whole f~mily is something quite -
special." . l •·.. . . . . . . • • • . 

Both boys feel their immediate family is probably the 
most important thing in their lives. Sister Rene is 18 and 
is looking forward to next year when she will be -atten­

·, ding the University of Michigan in hopes _of someday 
becoming a writer. 

. . 
Arbanas was ·right. Thirteen-year-old Russell Pline 

and his f~IJ_lilY are something quite special. 8:is fa_~er is . 
·Roger Plme , a well-known.carpenter and .builder m the . 
..DeWitt area. · · · · 

'.'Dad's taught me a fair -amount .·abo.ut building ' 
~tl!ings. Especially about layout," admits Russell . s< '.But I 

1 'do my own work. ·- · 
Russell's "own work' ' includes such diverse· projects 

as a large model of "DeZwann" -(the giant windmill on 
't be island in Holland, Mich. J, an assortment of wooden 
·puzzels, games and toys a_nd lifessize go-carts pow.ered · 

. by gasoline engmes. . · · :,-· ... · 
Much of Russell's interest in motle1~building can be at­

tributed to Arbanas' seventh grade Michigan histqry'. 
class. ·. · . · - . . 
.. " Each one of us in .the class had ·to· have a ·project," __ j 
Russell remembers. "I wanted to .do:! project that no 

' one had done before: The windmill seemed like a good 
• idea." · · 

· Russell did a thorough research-job before he began ,_~ 
construction, including a trip to Holland and a careful . •• 
study of photographs and postcards: He estimates the 

-.final .product took approximately 50 hours to-complete; 
it bas since won a bevy of aw.ar9-s .at local exhibits and 
fairs. . · 
. His model of the DeWit(Jibrary was riot done for ,~ 

. awards and "honors, . but -beca'Use -he · :.and ·Arbanas : 
. -Jhnnc:rht it wn11lil nlP.asP. -Mrs. ~Hanson. ·•~Unforttinatelv. :I 

- : The "younger Plines' 1 are Rachelle, who is 9, Ronda, 
5, and Ryan, who is 11 months old. , . ., , ' . 
.:-Their mother, . Ruth -~<that makes· eight family 

-_· members whose first name begins with •·1R'.'),· ls inl-
_mensely prqud of h~r_family: . . . : ·. , 

· ., . ''It's nice that .lticl,s today can ·get some·atten.9on for . 
. something besides sports, "-she says.. . · :, : • ··~ ·:: .. 

-Russell and Roger have no 1mmediate ,plans· for.any 
-new "construction" projects. · . - ··- · 

"I don't have anything new in mind," Russell admit­
t~: "But .if som~ne comes ·up with .an idea., l'U_build 
i t.'~ . . ·, - . ~ i~>~-~~---

I 
I 



'"..,; _ .j? "u..,;::1~1;;.1.1: ·'.. ~u 1, -~~•.c:1.:e, fl¥.U~~ 1,;1~;;~.1:1.uu_ "l~LlQll~'J.0_!: .. :~11~ .. ·,l~ 
".:'library model w' -e, ·but he thinks it might iook-pretty·:c;"~ 

good on display ) ewhere in the "real" Faye Hanson · •~ 

p~~~e~
1
~r:?i1brai; board). h~~~~~t '. a~ke~ ·-r~~~ it~ ti he . . ~; 

· _said. "Butiftheywantit,l'llgive~ttoth~rn." , ... 
One Pline project thatJs already on display at the 

library is ~ model of~ section 9f the old Interurban line .. ,·' 
that used to run between Lansing and DeWitt. Built by "i 
Russell's 14-ye,!r-old brother,.Roger, it was also born in ~ 
Arbanas' Michigan history class. ~- · ·· · 

"I probably spent twice as much time researching the 
project as I did building it," said Roger. '.'I was very for­
tunate to have access to Ford Caesar's (a -well-known . 
local historian who is writin·g a book on the lnteruruban) · 
research information. · ,'· ,,.:f ... .- ~- -·· .: · •· • .. __ _-

-~,· 

·.· : .Russeil (left) anci"Roger Pline show-off library -c. right) -Russell, Ryan, Rene,· Ronda, Roger and 
·a r:nodel !hat was built in honor of Faye · Hanson. < .. - ,.Rachelle· Pline sit in 1heir living ·room on,a Friday 

(Below Jeft) "DeZwann·" was built by Russell as · ' - evening. . · · · • · 
a project for his Michigan History class. (Below : · · .. -"; 
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